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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

The  urgency  with  which  the  Second  Edition  of  this  Work 
has  been  called  for,  admitted  only  of  those  improvements  whidi 
combine  the  ccnrection  of  the  principal  Errata  with  the  inserticm 
of  the  Supplemental  matter  in  its  proper  place. 

The  Author  has  observed  various  notices  of  the  lAbrary 
Campamon  in  periodical  Journals ;  and  if  he  should  be  ever 
honoured  with  a  Review  of  his  work,  it  will  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  benefit  by  such  suggestions  as  may  be  offered  for  its 
improvement  in  future  editions.  Meanwhile,  it  is  incumbent  cm 
him  to  remark,  in  the  most  recent  of  these  ^*  Notices,*^  the 
very  different  style  adopted  from  that  of  its  precursors.  To 
oppose  vulgarity  and  vituperation  by  a  public  and  formal 
reply,  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  both  reader  and  author. 
The  latter  only  takes  leave  to  observe— in  the  language  of 
CSasaubon,  from  his  first  letter  to  De  Thou  —  **  Itaque 
rfut}^o^iwos  involvo  me  in  heos  libros,  et  quando  puhhoe 
minua  possum,  nuhi  cert^  quotidie  conor  prodesse  :^  EpUtclar. 
Tirar.  lOuetr.  SyUoges.  Edit.  RoUe.  I707f  folio. 

*  The  British  Rivubw  :  No.  XLVI.    This  article  is  executed  with  the 
feelings  of  a  gentlemaiiy  and  the  taste  of  a  scholar. 
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PREFACE* 


It  m\\  be  obvious^  from  the  slightest  glance  at  the 
ensoing  pag^^  that  it  has  been  the  object  of  their 
author  to  present  a  great  quantity  of  useful  informa* 
tion  within  a  reasons^ble  compass.  A  work  which^ 
like  the  present^  aspires  to  be  a  Cruide  to  Yovih  and  a 
Comfort  to  Old  Age^  should  be  rendered  at  once  corn* 
modious  in  form  and  moderate  in  priqe ;  and  cpasi* 
dering  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  subjects  here 
treated^  it  is  presumed  that  both  tliese  points  will  \^ 
found  to  have  been  accomplished  in  the  volume  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Public. 

But  a  consideration  of  n^uch  greater  importanq^ 
has  influenced  me  on  the  present  occasion.  From  the 
beginning  to  the  end^  I  have  never  lost  sigUt  of  wha,t 
I  considered  to  be  the  most  material  object  to  he 
gained  from  a  publication  of  this  nature ;  namely^  the 
imparting  of  a  moral  feeling  to  the  gra^tifi  cation  of  a 
literary  taste.  Let  us  consider  the  subject  dispassioor 
ately.  Great  Britain  is  the  most  wealthy^  and,  poll* 
tically  speakings  perhaps  the  most  powerful  kingdom 

*  This  pre&ce  is  reprinted  fo)m  the  first  edition  -,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  such  corrections  and  additions  as  are  enclosed  within  brackets. 
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upon  earth.  Considered  in  a  domestic  point  of  view^, 
here  are  thousands  of  large  and  affluent  families ;  and 
education,  both  in  Public  Schools  and  at  our  two  Uni-* 
versities,  necessarily  assumes  an  expensive  form.  No 
liberal-minded  parent  grudges  the  devotion  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  income  to  the  maintenance 
of  bis  family.  But  even  vi^ealth  and  personal  influence 
cannot  procure  immediate  admission  into  our  Univer- 
sities; where  the  number  of  applicants  exceeds  the 
means  of  accommodation  at  least  in  a  two-fold  de- 
gree. 

It  follows  therefore,  that  of  the  rising  generation,  a 
large  proportion,  inheriting  a  considerable  property, 
and  educated  in  the  most  accomplished  manner,  com- 
mence their  career  in  life  with  the  means  and  oppor- 
tunities of  gratifying  their  tastes  and  passions  in  a 
thousand  diverse,  and  at  times  contradictory,  pursuits. 
To  SUCH,  in  particular,  whether  emerging  from  the 
cloisters  of  a  coll^;e,  or  from  the  upper  form  of  a 
public  school,  this  Library  Companion  will  be  found 
of  more  consequence  than  may  be  at  first  imagined : 
for  I  am  greatly  deceived  if  experience  does  not  prove 
that  much  more  than  half  of  the  misery  which  is 
abroad  in  the  world,  in  the  higher  classes  of  soAciety, 
has  arisen  from  the  mischievous  application  of  super- 
fluous wealth.  I  address  myself  therefore  immediately, 
directly,  and  honestly,  to  the  Young  Man,  in  wliose 
hands  such  means  may  be  deposited,  to  devote  them 
to  the  gratification  of  a  legitimate  taste  in  the  culti- 
Tation  of  Literature ;  and  as  this  object  cannot  be 
accomplished  without  the  acquisition  of  a  Library, 
of  greater  or  less  extent,  I  venture  to  indulge  a 
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httmble  hope  that  this  guidb^  io  the  choice  of  such 
a  labrarjy  may  be  founds  as  fiEur  as  it  extends^*  useftil 
andBccurate*    The  objects^  to  be  attained  in  such  a 

*  A  list  of  the  table  of  Contents.  Immediately  following  the  pre- 
face,  will  shew  what  is  to  be  found  in  *'  the  Library  Companion." 
If  I  had  taken  up  other  subjects,  it  is  clear  that,  to  be  treated  in  a 
satisfiietory  manner,  they  would  have  enlarged  this  work  to  at  leait 
double  its  size.  But  it  may  be  here  right  to  remark,  that,  in  Tovo« 
BBk^BY,  nothing  could  be  added  to  the  satisfectory  and  indispensablf 
work  of  Mb.  Upcott  upon  that  subject,  published  in  three  well  arr 
ranged  and  well  printed  octavo  volumes ;  but  of  which  I  learn  with 
regret  that  the  impression  is  limited,  and  not  likely  to  be  renewed. 
Tke  lover  and  collector  of  County  Histories,  (of  which  class  of 
readers  the  number  is  very  considerable)  has  only  to  avail  himself  oP 
this  work,  and  he  will  find  all  his  wants  supplied ...  in  a  bibUogra* 
phkal  point  of  view. 

For  Uehaldic  Researches,  I  was  compelled  to  decline  the  kind 
offer  of  Mr.  Richard  Thomson  (whose  pursuits  so  decidedly  qualified 
him  for  the  task)  to  furnish  me  with  a  dozen  or  twenty  pages  upoo 
that  subject ;  since  I  considered  Mr.  MonLB*s  BibUotheca  Heraldic^, 
IStt,  8vo.  admirably  well  calculated  to  satisfy  every  enquiry.  For 
the  FiNB  Arts,  the  very  curious  Catalogue  of  the  Books  on  Artj  andvi^ 
JmtuptUy,  m  the  possession  of  Count  Cicognara,  (published  in  theltaliau 
language)  1821,  8vo.  2  vols,  might  have  furnished  me  with  many  use- 
ful hints  j  but  the  task  seemed  to  grow  upon,  and  (o  perplex,  me  as  I 
considered  it.  Of  all  others,  it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  departments 
to  execute  in  a  bibliographical  manner.  In  the  meanwhile,  it  is  pleas- 
ii^  to  observe  that  no  stimulants  are  necessary  for  the  encourage- 
meat  of  this  department  of  Taste;  and  that  publications  of  every 
description,  in  which  the  art  is  good,  never  fail  of  patronage.  ^  ( 
might  have  descanted  copiously  and  warmly  upon  the  Fiews  of  th^ 
Stmih'Wetiem  Coast  of  England,  executed  by  Messrs.  Cooks  and  others 
traai  the  magical  pencil  of  Mr.  Turner ;  but  such  an  eulogy  were 
oseleM.  The  publication  cannot  keep  pace  with  the  eager  demands 
of  the  Subscribers.  The  Illustrious  Portraits  now  in  a  course  of 
publication,  by  the  Publishers  of  this  work,  are  properly  noticed  in 
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pursuit^  are  of  a  most  important  and  substential 
cbaraetei".  Religion,  pc^tribtism,  piibtic  and  private 
happiness,  pure  and  fixed  principles  6f  taste,  intellect 
tnal  refinement,  of  the  most  exalted  kind,  in  its  pre- 
sent and  future  results,  are  all  involved  in  a  sedulous 
and  straight-forward  cultivation  of  the  pursuit  in 
qttestion.  I  forbear  fortifying  these  remarks  by  the 
fintfaorities  of  andent  and  modem  writers  of  acknow'^ 
ledged  celebrity.  Prom  Cicero  to  Richard  of  Bniy, 
the  stream  of  such  authorities  is  uniformly  bright  and 

the  department  of  *'  Biography,  Memoirs,  Anecdotes,*'  at  page  514, 
post  Yet,  while  on  this  department  of  art,  let  a  hearty  tribute  of 
commendation  be  bestowed  on  the  miniature  engraTings,  in  the  line 
manner,  of  Mr.  Walmsley^s  Physiognomical  Portraits.  They  are  now 
completed ;  and  the  works  of  nearly  all  the  most  distinguished  Artists 
of  the  day  wiU  be  found  to  be  incorporated  in  it. 

But  that  the  subject  may  not  be  wholly  orerlooked,  let  me  recom- 
mend to  those,  who  have  the  means  of  gratifying  themselves  wi(h  a 
copy  of  it,  the  HisUnre  de  VArt  par  Us  Monumens,  Stc.  of  Agincovet 
Sbkoux,  1820  j  in  six  folio  volumes ;  and  contmning  ^t  fewer  than 
325  plates  of  every  description^  A  well  bound  copy  of  this  work  is 
worth  SSL  A  noble  concomitant  to  it,  is  the  Storia  deUa  tSctdtura,  &c. 
of  Leopold  Cicognaka,  1813-1818;  in  S  folio  volumes,  containing 
181  capper  plates.  A  handsomely  bound  copy  is  worth  15/.  There 
were  only  80  copies  worked  off  on  fine  veUum  paper,  which  are  very 
scarce.  Italy  boasts  of  few  living  Coonoscbnti  of  greater  eminence 
than  the  author  of  this  magnificent  work. 

As  to  Antiquities,  the  department  is  so  copious  that  it  will  be 
obvious  it  could  not  be  included,  with  other  subjects,  hi  the  compass 
^an  octavo  volume.  Had  I  entered  upon- that  department^  my  at? 
iention  must  have  been  drawn  in  the  first  instance  to  press  strongly 
vpon  the  consideration  of  both  ''  the  Touiro*'  an&  **  the  Old/*  ihe 
beautifnlt  and  indeed  captivating  performance,  which  has jmt  Bppefored 
under  the  title  of  The  Monumental  Hemams  of  Noble  and  Endnent  Per* 
sons,  con^iising  The  ^Sepulchral  Ahtiquiiiesof  Great  Britain ;  with  histo* 
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$trqi^  and  «»Uoug  must  be  the  hearty  or  obtuse  the 
ioldleet,  of  tbat  Young  Man^  upoa  whom  such  autho- 
riUei  loake  qo  impressioa. 

TbO)  clays  of  YouUi,  sp  devoted,  lead  to  the  com- 
SmBta^'Ouo  Aea.  To  the  more  advanced  in  lifep 
tiperafoMf  an  appeal  is  made  with  the  greater  conJi- 
denoe ;  isasmuch  as  memory  will  be  refreshed,  and 
eKpeqeace  confirmed,  by  a  reference  to  the  pages  oi 
tbip  ^'  library  Companion/'    There  are  many»  doubt- 


-ji  j« 


riool  and  Hographkal  IlUutrations.  The  eDgraviDg8>  in  the  line  man- 
mtp  are  £n>m  the  faithful  pencil,  and  in  part  from  the  burin^  of  Mr. 
Alohb;  and  more  brilliant,  or  rather  characterisHe  perfotmancea, 
hsre  never  jet  been  witnessed.  The  proof  impressions^  on  India  paper, 
iHwe  a  fiudnating  eflbct ;  but  the  critical  antiquary  win  be  equally 
wettpkaaed  with  the  ordinary  copies.  This  work  is  also  as  reason- 
able in  price  as  it  is  rich  in  embellishments ;  and  the  test  is  exe* 
Q0ei  with  cqutl  neatness  and  caie. 

•  The  whole  of  the  first  book  of  Morhof  s  Pal^hktor  IMeranm  is 
OMse  or  ks6  occupied  with  references  to  such  authorities ;  which, 
loiepeat  at  aeooiid  hand,  might  sul^iect  me  to  the  chaige  of  affecta* 
tiod.  .  But  in  regard  to  that  division  of  the  work,  appropriated  to 
DtmuTX  and  Ecclesiastical  History,  an4  about  the  £iyourable 
raeqitioo  of  which  I  am  necessarily  the  most  anxious,  it  may  in  seve- 
jnd  instances  be  urged  that  many  woric»  of  piety  and  moral  worth 
faiife;faee&  omitted^  and  that  a  preference  has  been  given  to  those 
wn^ingt  which  are  considered  to  savour  more  strongly  of  the  ortho* 
doiy  of  the  British  Chueoh.  But  this  is  only  a  confined,  and  in 
tmibyai  paitial  view  of  the  whole  question :  for  the  point  at  issne  is, 
wiat  is  tiie  probMe  aggregate  good  of  the  writings  of  those  Divines, 
4tf  wkon^  in  the  following  pages,  sudi  honourable  mention  has  been 
flMMk)  The  wayward,  the  pr^udiced,  and  the  bigoted,  may  draw 
aitMAittlbreaoes  they  please.  I  contend  that,  from  tbosk  writings, 
g'  Ilia  If  amed  (in  Hie  language  of  Lactantius*)  may  be  directed  to  true 
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pursuit^  are  of  a  most  important  and  subsUtiitial 
ehwrnttet.  Religion,  pc^triotism,  piibtic  and  private 
happiness,  pure  and  fixed  principles  6f  taste,  Intellect 
tnal  refinement,  of  the  most  exalted  kind,  in  its  pre- 
sent and  future  results,  are  all  involved  in  a  sedulous 
and  straight-forward  cultivation  of  the  pursuit  in 
qttestion.  I  forbear  fortifying  these  remarks  by  the 
authorities  of  andent  and  modem  writers  of  acknow'^ 
ledged  celebrity.  Prom  Cicero  to  Richard  of  Bury, 
the  stream  of  such  authorities  is  uniformly  bright  and 

the  department  of  *'  Biography,  Memoirs,  Anecdotes,*'  at  page  514, 
post.  Yet,  while  on  this  department  of  art,  let  a  hearty  tribute  of 
oommendadon  be  bestowed  on  the  miniature  engravings,  in  the  fine 
manner,  of  Mr.  Walmsley^s  Physiognomical  Portraits.  They  are  now 
completed ;  and  the  works  of  nearly  all  the  most  distinguished  Artists 
of  the  day  will  be  found  to  be  incorporated  in  it. 

But  that  the  subject  may  not  be  whollv  overlooked,  let  me  recom- 
mend to  those,  who  have  the  means  of  gratifying  themselves  wi(h  a 
copy  of  it,  the  Hutwre  de  VArt  par  Us  Monumens,  4rc.  of  Aoincovet 
SxKoux,  1820 }  in  six  folio  volumes ;  and  containing  not  fewer  than 
325  plates  of  every  description.  A  well  bound  copy  of  this  work  is 
worth  361.  A  noble  concomitant  to  it,  is  the  Storia  delta  Scvliura,  &c. 
itf  Lbopold  Cicognaka,  is  13-1 818;  in  3  folio  volumes,  containing 
181  copper  plates.  A  handsomely  bound  copy  is  worth  15/.  There 
were  only  80  copies  worked  off  on  fine  veUum  paper,  which  are  very 
scarce.  Italy  boasts  of  few  living  Coonoscbnti  of  greater  eminence 
than  the  author  of  this  magnificent  work. 

As  to  Antiquities,  the  department  is  so  copious  that  it  will  be 
obvious  it  could  not  be  included,  with  other  subjects,  hi  the  compass 
^an  octavo  volume.  Had  I  entered  uponthat  departmeot^  my  at? 
ientioQ  must  have  been  drawn  in  the  first  instance  to  press  strongly 
vpon  the  consideration  of  both  ''  thb  Touiro"  an&  '^  tbs  Old,'*  ihe 
beautifiil,  and  indeed  captivating  performance,  which  has jmt  appeiued 
under  the  title  of  The  Monumental  Remarn  of  Noble  and  Enunent  Per* 
ions,  con^iising  The  Sispulchral  AhOquUiesof  Great  Brltdtn  iwith  histo^ 
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ctroi^  and  «»Uou8  must  be  the  hearty  or  obtuse  the 
ioleUeet,  of  that  Young  Man^  upoa  whom  such  autho- 
rilies  n»ke  qo  limpressiop. 

3?ba  •  clays  of  Yauth,  sp  dev(^»d,  lead  to  the  com- 
SmBta^oSOhD  Ae«.  To  the  mora  advanced  in  lifi^ 
tlierefom>  an  appeal  h  made  with  the  greater  codjGl- 
denoe ;  iaasmuch  as  memory  will  be  refreshed^  and 
easpeihwt  confirmed,  by  a  reference  to  the  pages  oi 
tbip  ^  library  Companion/'    There  are  many,  doubt- 

■  •■  i « *  ■ 

rical  and  Hographkal  RUuirations.  The  engrayiogs,  in  the  line  maa- 
ner^  are  £n>m  the  faithful  pencil^  and  in  part  from  the  burin^  of  Mr. 
BuutB;  and  more  brilliant,  or  rather  characteristic  performance^ 
hsre  neTer  jet  been  witnessed.  The  proof  impreasions^  on  India  jpaper, 
kBie  a  fiudnating  eflbct ;  but  the  critical  antiquary  win  be  equally 
wettpkaaed  with  the  ordinary  copies.  This  work  is  also  as  reason- 
able in  price  as  it  is  rich  in  embellishments ;  and  the  test  is  ext* 
aiiisd  with  equtl  neatness  and  care. 

•  The  whole  of  the  first  book  of  Morhof  s  Pafyhmtor  Idterarkts  is 
OMse  or  ks6  occupied  with  references  to  such  authorities;  which* 
iDBepeaiat  second  hand,  might  subject  me  to  the  chaige  of  affecta* 
UQbL  .  But  in  regard  to  that  division  of  the  work,  appropriated  to 
IDiyijUTT  and  Ecclesiastical  History,  an,d  about  the  favourable 
ffoeeptioa  of  which  I  am  necessarily  the  most  anxious,  it  may  in  seve* 
jnri  .instances  be  urged  that  many  woric»  of  piety  and  moral  worth 
faaneAieeii  omitted,  and  that  a  preference  has  been  given  to  those 
wikioga  which  are  considered  to  savour  more  strongly  of  the  ortho* 
doxy  of  the  British  Church.  But  this  is  only  a  confined,  and  in 
tMbyA  paitial  view  of  the  whole  question :  for  the  point  at  issue  is, 
wiMt  is  tiie  probMe  aggregate  good  of  the  writings  of  those  Divines, 
4tf  wkon^  in  the  following  pages,  sudi  honourable  mention  has  been 
flMMk?  The  wayward,  the  pr^udiced,  and  the  bigoted,  may  dmw 
^rtMitittlisreaoes  they  please.  I  contend  that,  from  tbosk  writings, 
f  rite  leaned  (in  Hie  language  of  Lactantius*)  may  be  directed  to  true 
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pursuit^  are  of  a  most  important  and  substantial 
ehtanttet.  Religion,  pc^triotism,  pubtic  and  private 
happiness,  pure  and  fixed  principles  6f  taste,  intellect 
tual  i*efinement,  of  the  most  exalted  kind,  in  its  pre- 
sent and  future  results,  are  all  involved  in  a  sedulous 
and  straight-forward  cultivation  of  the  pursuit  in 
question.  I  forbear  fortifying  these  remarks  by  the 
authorities  of  undent  aiid  modern  writers  of  ackuow^ 
ledged  celebrity.  Prom  Cicero  to  Richard  of  Buiy^ 
the  stream  of  such  authorities  is  uniformly  bright  and 

the  department  of  *'  Biography,  Memoirs,  Anecdotes,*'  at  page  514, 
post  Yet,  while  on  this  department  of  art,  let  a  hearty  tribute  of 
commendation  be  bestowed  on  the  miniature  engraTings,  in  the  Hne 
manner,  of  Mr.  Walmsley^s  Physiognomical  Portraits*  They  are  now 
completed ;  and  the  works  of  nearly  all  the  most  distinguished  Artists 
of  the  day  wiU  be  found  to  be  incorporated  in  it. 

But  that  the  subject  may  not  be  wholly  orerlooked,  let  me  recom- 
mend to  those,  who  have  the  means  of  gratifying  themselves  wi(h  a 
copy  of  it,  the  Histoire  de  VArt  par  Us  Monumens,  4rc.  of  Agincovet 
Sbxoux,  1820 }  in  six  folio  volumes ;  and  cootmning  ^t  fewer  than 
SfSiS  plates  of  every  description.  A  well  bound  copy  of  this  work  ia 
worth  361.  A  noble  concomitant  to  it,  is  the  Storia  delta  Scultura,  &c. 
of  Leopold  Cicognaka,  1813-1818;  in  3  folio  volumes,  containing 
181  copper  plates.  A  handsomely  bound  copy  is  worth  15/.  There 
were  only  80  copies  worked  off  on  fine  vellum  paper,  which  are  very 
scarce.  Italy  boasts  of  fiew  living  Cognoscenti  of  greater  eminence 
than  the  author  of  this  magnificent  work. 

As  to  Antiquities,  the  department  is  so  copious  that  it  will  be 
obvious  it  could  not  be  included,  with  other  subjects,  hi  the  compass 
^an  octavo  volume.  Had  I  entered  upon  that  department  my  at? 
iention  must  have  been  drawn  in  the  first  instance  to  press  s^rooffly 
vpon  the  consideration  of  both  ''  the  Touno*'  an&  ''  tbb  Olx>,"  ihe 
lieautifii],  and  indeed  captivating  perfonnanoe,  which  has jmt  appeiued 
under  the  title  of  The  Monumental  Bemams  of  Noble  and  Eminent  Per* 
ions,  con^iisbig  The  Sepulchral  Antiquities  of  Great  Britatn ;  with  histo- 
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$trqi^  and  o^ous  must  be  the  hearty  or  obtuse  the 
ioldleet,  of  tbat  Young  Man^  upon  whom  such  autho- 
ritidi  loajke  no  impression. 

!]^i<)ftysi  of  Youth,  sp  devoted,  lead  to  the  com- 
fnta  ioiOhD  Abb.  To  the  moi-e  advanced  in  lifi^ 
thenQfoMf  an  appeal  ici  made  with  the  greater  conlGb- 
denoe ;  inasmuch  as  memory  will  be  refreshed,  and 
eiq^ence  confirmed,  by  a  reference  to  the  pages  o£ 
tbip  ^  labrary  Companion/'    There  are  many,  doubt- 

riool  and  Hographical  lUuttrations.  The  engraviDgs,  in  the  lioe  maa- 
ner^  are  £n>m  the  faithful  pencil^  and  in  part  from  the  burin^  of  Mr. 
Bluub;  and  more  brilliant^  or  rather  characterisHe  performances^ 
hsre  neTer  jet  been  witnessed.  The  proof  impressions^  on  India  p«per, 
hmt  a  fascinating  eflbct ;  but  the  critical  antiquary  wiU  be  equally 
weUpkaaed  with  the  ordinary  copies*  This  work  is  also  as  reason- 
able in  price  as  it  is  ridi  in  embellishments  $  and  the  test  is  exe* 
aiifid  with  equtl  neatness  and  care. 

•  The  whole  of  the  first  book  of  Morhof  s  Pal^hktor  JUierarkts  is 
OMBe  or  less  occupied  with  references  to  such  authorities ;  which* 
toiepemt  at  second  hand>  might  subject  me  to  the  chaige  of  a£fecta» 
UiQitL  .  But  in  regard  to  that  division  of  the  work,  appropriated  to 
DsTOUTT  and  Ecclesiastical  History,  an,d  about  the  foyourabk 
raeqitioo  of  which  I  am  necessarily  the  most  anxious,  it  may  in  seve* 
nl.  instances  be  urged  that  many  woric»  of  piety  and  moral  worth 
faane.faeen  omitted^  and  that  a  preference  has  been  giren  to  those 
wn^ingt  which  are  considered  to  savour  more  strongly  of  the  ortho* 
doiy  of  the  British  Churoh.  But  this  is  only  a  confined,  and  in 
tmibyA  paitial  view  of  the  whole  question :  for  the  point  at  issne  is, 
wiMt  istiie  probMe  aggregate  good  of  the  writings  of  those  Divines, 
dt  wkon^  in  tlie  following  pages,  sudi  honourable  mention  has  been 
flMMk)  The  wayward,  the  pr^udiced,  and  the  bigoted,  may  draw 
^^Mftinlbreaoea  they  please.  I  contend  that,  from  tbosk  writings, 
i!'.ilMkanied  (in  Ihe  language  of  Lactantius*)  may  be  directed  to  true 
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upon  earth.  Considered  in  a  domestic  point  of  view^, 
here  are  thousands  of  large  and  afl9uent  families ;  and 
education,  both  in  Public  Schools  and  at  our  two  Uni- 
versities, necessarily  assumes  an  expensive  form.  No 
liberal-minded  parent  grudges  the  devotion  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  income  to  the  maintenance 
of  his  family.  But  even  wealth  and  personal  influence 
cannot  procure  immediate  admission  into  our  Univer- 
sities; where  the  number  of  applicants  exceeds  the 
means  of  accommodation  at  least  in  a  two-fold  de- 
gree. 

It  follows  therefore,  that  of  the  rising  generation,  a 
large  proportion,  inheriting  a  considerable  property, 
and  educated  in  the  most  accomplished  manner,  com- 
mence their  career  in  life  with  the  means  and  oppor- 
tunities of  gratifying  their  tastes  and  passions  in  a 
thousand  diverse,  and  at  times  contradictory,  pursuits. 
To  SUCH,  in  particular,  whether  emerging  from  the 
cloisters  of  a  collie,  or  from  the  upper  form  of  a 
public  school,  this  Library  Companion  will  be  found 
of  more  consequence  than  may  be  at  first  imagined : 
for  I  am  greatly  deceived  if  experience  does  not  prove 
that  much  more  than  half  of  the  misery  which  is 
abroad  in  the  world,  in  the  higher  classes  of  society, 
bas  arisen  from  the  mischievous  application  of  super- 
fluous wealth.  I  address  myself  therefore  immediately, 
directly,  and  honestly,  to  the  Young  Man,  in  whose 
hands  such  means  may  be  deposited,  to  devote  them 
to  the  gratification  of  a  legitimate  taste  in  the  culti- 
vation  of  Literature ;  and  as  this  object  cannot  be 
accomplished  without  the  acquisition  of  a  Librarv, 
of  greater  or  less  extent,  I  venture  to  indulge  a 
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haioble  hope  that  this  guidb^  in  the  choice  of  aueb 
a  labrarjy  may  be  found,  as  &r  as  it  extends,*  useful 
and  accurate.    The  objects,  to  be  attained  in  such  a 

*  A  list  of  the  table  of  Contents,  immediately  following  the  pie- 
face,  wiU  shew  what  is  to  be  found  in  "  the  Library  Companion/' 
If  I  had  taken  up  other  subjects,  it  is  clear  that»  to  be  treated  in  a 
satis&ctory  manner,  they  would  have  enlarged  this  work  to  at  leait 
double  its  size.  But  it  may  be  here  right  to  remark,  that,  in  Tovo« 
esAFHT,  nothing  could  be  added  to  the  satis&ctory  and  indispensable 
work  of  Mb.  Upcott  upon  that  subject^  published  in  three  well  ar- 
ranged and  well  printed  octavo  volumes  \  but  of  which  I  learn  with 
regret  that  the  impression  is  limited,  and  not  likely  to  be  renewed. 
The  lover  and  collector  of  County  Histories,  (of  which  class  of 
readers  the  number  is  very  considerable)  has  only  to  avail  himself  dP 
this  work,  and  he  will  find  all  his  wants  supplied ...  in  a  InbUogra* 
phkal  point  of  view. 

For  Hebaldic  Researches,  I  was  compelled  to  decline  the  kind 
ofier  of  Mr.  Richard  Thomson  (whose  pursuits  so  decidedly  qualified 
him  for  the  task)  to  furnish  me  with  a  dozen  or  twenty  pages  upon 
that  sulgect ;  since  I  considered  Mr.  Moulb*s  Bibliotheca  Heraldka, 
l&Xt,  8vo.  admirably  well  calculated  to  satisfy  every  enquiry.  For 
the  Fink  Abts,  the  very  curious  Catalogue  of  the  Books  on  Artj  and  on 
AMtiqttUy,  in  the  possession  of  Count  Cicognara,  (published  in  the  Italian 
language)  1821,  8vo,  2  vols,  might  have  furnished  roe  with  many  use.- 
ful  hints  3  but  the  task  seemed  to  grow  upon,  and  to  perplex,  nie  as  I 
con^dered  it.  Of  all  others,  it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  departments 
to  execute  In  a  bibliographical  manner.  In  the  meanwhile,  it  is  pleas* 
ii^  to  observe  that  no  stimulants  are  necessary  for  the  encourage- 
meat  of  this  department  of  Taste  -,  and  that  publications  of  every 
description^  iq  which  the  art  is  good,  never  faU  of  patronage.  ( 
might  have  descanted  copiously  and  warmly  upon  the  Views  of  the 
SofUh^Wesiem  Coast  of  England,  executed  by  Messrs.  Cooks  and  others 
mm  the  magical  pencil  of  Mr.  Turner ;  but  such  an  eulogy  were 
useless^  The  publication  cannot  keep  pace  with  the  eager  demands 
oC  t)ie  Sabflcribers.  The  Illubtaious  Portbaits  now  in  a  course  of 
publicatioiii^  by  the  Publishers  of  this  work>  are  properly  noticed  in 
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pursuit^  are  of  a  most  important  and  substaiitial 
cbtira6tef.  Religion,  patriotism,  public  and  private 
happiness,  pure  and  fixed  principles  b(  taste,  intellec- 
tual i*efinement,  of  the  most  exalted  kind,  in  its  pre- 
sent and  future  results,  are  all  involved  in  a  sedulous 
and  straight-forward  cultivation  of  the  pursuit  in 
qttestion.  I  forbear  fortifying  these  remarks  by  the 
authorities  of  ancient  and  modem  writers  of  acknow^ 
ledged  celebrity.  Prom  Cicero  to  Richard  of  Bnryj 
the  stream  of  such  authorities  is  uniformly  bright  and 

the  department  of  *^  Biography,  Memoirs,  Anecdotes,*'  at  page  514» 
post.  Yet,  while  on  this  department  of  art,  let  a  hearty  tribute  of 
commendation  be  bestowed  on  the  miniatm«  engravingB,  in  the  fine 
manner,  of  Mr.  Walmsley's  Physiognomical  Portraits.  They  are  now 
Gompleted ;  and  the  works  of  nearly  all  the  most  distinguished  Artists 
of  the  day  wiU  be  found  to  be  incorporated  in  it. 

But  that  the  subject  may  not  be  wholly  orerlooked,  let  me  reookn- 
mend  to  those,  who  have  the  means  of  gratifying  themselves  with  a 
copy  of  it,  the  Histoire  de  I' Art  par  Us  Monumens,  Stc.  of  Aoincovet 
Sbeoux,  1880 ',  in  six  folio  volumes )  and  containing  ^t  fewer  than 
325  plates  of  every  description^  A  well  bound  copy  of  this  work  is 
worth  362.  A  noble  concomitant  to  it,  is  the  Storia  deUa  Scultura,  he, 
of  Leopold  Cicognaka,  1813-1818;  in  3  folio  volumes,  containing 
181  copper  plates.  A  handsomely  bound  copy  is  worth  15/.  There 
were  only  80  copies  worked  off  on  fine  vellum  paper,  which  are  very 
scarce.  Italy  boasts  of  few  living  Coonoscbnti  of  greater  eminence 
than  the  author  of  this  magnificent  work. 

As  to  Antiquities,  the  department  is  so  copious  that  it  will  be 
obvious  it  could  not  be  included,  with  other  subjects,  hi  the  compass 
^an  octavo  volume.  Had  I  entered  upon  that  departnaeiit^  my  att 
iention  must  have  been  drawn  in  the  first  instance  to  press  sfioogly 
upon  the  consideration  of  both  ''  thb  Touno*'  an&  **  nn  Old/*  ihe 
beautifiilt  and  indeed  captivating  performance,  which  has jmt  appeiued 
imder  the  title  of  The  Monumental  Remains  of  Noble  and  Eminent  Per* 
sons,  con^iising  the  Sepulchral  Jhtiquitiesof  Great  Britain  iwith  histo^ 
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Strang;,  and  c»Uou8  must  be  the  hearty  or  obtuse  the 
ioleUect,  of  that  Young  Man^  upon  whom  such  autho- 
ritidi  loake  no  impression. 

Tba  clays  of  Youth,  sp  devoted,  lead  to  the  com- 
SmBta  i^  QuD  Ae^.  To  the  more  advanced  in  lifap 
therafomt  an  appeal  is  made  with  the  greater  coii&- 
denoe ;  inasmuch  as  memory  will  be  refreshed,  and 
eKpedence  confirmed,  by  a  reference  to  the  pages  o£ 
tbi?  ^  labrary  Companion.*'    There  are  many,  doubt- 


'  I  i  t> 


rictU  and  Inographical  Illustrations.  The  engraviDgs^  in  the  lioe  man- 
au,  are  £n>m  the  faithful  pencil^  and  in  part  from  the  burin>  of  Mr. 
BuiBB;   and  more  brilliant^  or  rather  characteristic  perfotmancea^ 

re  neTer  yet  been  witnessed.  The  proof  impressions^  on  India  paper, 
a  fascinating  eflbct ;  but  the  critical  antiquary  will  be  equally 
iiettf>ka8ed  with  the  ordinary  copies.  This  work  is  also  as  reason- 
able in  price  as  it  is  rieh  in  embdlishments ;  and  the  test  is  exe* 
Q0ei  with  equtl  neatness  and  care. 

•  The  whole  of  the  first  book  of  Morhof  s  Pol^hklor  Idterarias  is 
OMse  or  ks6  occupied  with  references  to  such  authorities ;  which, 
iDBepeaiat  seooiid  hand,  might  subject  me  to  the  chaige  of  affecta* 
tiod.  .  But  in  regard  to  that  division  of  the  work^  appropriated  to 
DsTOUTT  and  Ecclesiastical  History,  an4  about  the  favourable 
Inception  of  which  I  am  necessarily  the  most  anxious,  it  may  in  seve- 
jril.  instances  be  urged  that  many  works  of  piety  and  moral  worth 
kiwe.-faeeii  omitted^  and  that  a  preference  has  been  given  to  those 
wiilisigs  which  are  considered  to  savour  more  strongly  of  the  ortho* 
ducy  of  the  British  Church.  But  this  is  only  a  confined,  and  in 
mdiya  paitiol  view  of  the  whole  question :  for  the  point  at  issne  is, 
wlMt  is-tiie  probMe  aggregate  good  of  the  wriUngs  of  those  Divines, 
41  ffhon^iB  tlie  following  pages,  sudi  honourable  mention  has  been 
m^}  She  wayward,  the  pr^udiced,  and  the  bigoted,  may  draw 
flAMtittlbreaoes  they  please.  I  contend  that,  from  tbosk  writings, 
g'.tfiekaroed  (in  Hielanguage  of  Lactantius*)  may  be  directed  to  true 
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^s^  of  such  experienced  Readers^  whose  extensive 
riding,  and  whose  copious  Libraries^  will  furnish 
them  with  the  means  of  supplying  many  omissions, 
and  of  illustrating  many  remarks  :  but^  in  a  work  of 
this  nature,  the  difficulty  has  been  rather  to  compress, 
than  to  enlarge,  the  several  subjects  which  presented 
themselves.  To  the  well  read  young  Man — be  he 
.enthusiastic  in  the  cause,  or  well-versed  in  the  myste- 
ries,  of  Bibliomania,  or  not — and  to  the  Old,  of 
whatever  denomination — it  may  be  fairly  stated,  that 
the  work  before  them  is  replete  with  curious  and 
diversified  intelligence;  gleaned  with  unceasing  in- 
dustry^ and  embodied  with  no  ordinaiy  care.  Indeed, 
with  perfect  confidence  may  it  be  stated,  that  no  single 
volume  in  our  language  contains  such  a  record  of  so 
many  rare,  precious,  and  instructive  volumes.  The 
fault  is  my  own,  if  the  method  of  conve}'ing  that 
instruction  be  not  clear  and  satisfactory. 
.    There  is  one  point  of  view  in  which  the  advantage 

wisdom,  and  the  unlearned  to  true  religion.*'  And  farther,  that  finom 
the  8AMB  writings,  the  intrepid  Christian  may  speak  in  the  enei^getic 
language  of  the  same  polished  author  ..."  Da  miM  virum,  (for  the 
most  successful  translation  would  somewhat  weaken  the  passage) 
qui  sit  iracundus,  maledictus,  eflPrsenatus  :   paudssimis  Dei  verbis 

tarn  placidum,  qudm  wem  reddam. 

Da  cupidum,  avarum,  tenacem ;  jam  tibi  cum  liberalem  dabo,  et  pecu- 
uiam  suam  plenis  manibus  largientem.  Da  timidum  doloris  ac  mor- 
tis, jam  cnices,  et  ignes,  et  taurum  contemnet.**  &c.  Div,  Inst,  Lib.  III. 
On  this,  and  on  every  similar  occasion,  I  exclaim  with  honest  Chil- 
LiNGWORTH— ^'  it  is  Truth  I  plead  for  ^  which  is  so  strong  an  aigu- 
ment  for  itself,  that  it  needs  only  light  to  discover  it.  Whereas  it 
concerns  falshood  and  error  to  use  disguise  and  shadowings,  and  all 
the  fetches  of  art  and  sophistry.**     Works,  3742,  Fol.  Ded.  to-  Ch.  II. 
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of  a  work  of  this  nature  may  be  noticed,  however 
slightly :  especially  as^  in  the  present  instance,  it  may 
be  illustrated  by  an  example  of  no  mean  authority. 
]f  rom  the  several  departments  of  a  volume  of  this 
kind,  the  reader  may  select  what  will  be  useful  for  tl^e 
several  objects  of  his  pursuit :  what  is  fitting  for  hjs 
town,  and  what  for  his  country,  residence:  what 
should  be  the  light  troops,  as  it  were,  to  attend  him 
on  a  journey;  and  what  the  heavier  or  household 
troops  to  remain  at  head  quarters.  I  have  alluded  to 
*'  an  example  of  no  mean  authority,''  as  confirmative 
of  the  advantage  of  such  a  plan.  That  example  is  his 
late  Mcgesiy  George  III. :  who  could  not  only  boast 
of  the  finest  private  library  (of  his  own  collecting)  in 
Europe,  but  who  was  himself  no  inconsiderable  bibli- 
ographer.  In  the  year  1795,  when  his  Majesty  was 
about  to  visit  Weymouth — and  wished  to  have  what 
he  called  '^  a  closet  library,"  for  a  watering  place — h(B 
wrote  to  his  Bookseller  for  the  following  works.  The 
list  was  written  by  him  from  memory ;  and  I  will 
fairly  put  it  to  the  well  read  bibliographer  and  philo- 
kgist,  whether  it  be  capable  of  much  improvement  ? 
It  is  as  follows— copied  from  the  original  document 
in  the  King^s  own  hand  writing : 

The  Holy  Bible  5  2  vols.  8vo.  Cambridge. 

New  Whole  Duty  of  Man^  8vo. 

The  Annual  Roister.  25  vols.  8vo. 

The  History  of  England^  by  Rapin^  21  vols.  8vo.  1757- 

ELhnens  de  I'Histoire  de  France^  par  Millot,  3  vols.  12mo.  1770. 

Si^e  de  Louis  XIV.  par  Voltaire^  12ino. 

——————*  XV.  par  Voltaire^  12mo. 

Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England,  by  William  Blackstone, 
4  voIs«  8vo.  newest  edition. 
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,  The  Justice  of  Peoce^  aod  F&rish  Officer,  by  R.  Bim,  4  volt.  8vo.  - 

An  Abridgement  of  Samuel  Johnson's  Dictionary,  2  vols.  6yo. 

DictionnaireFranfois  &  Angloia,  par  M.  A.  Boyer^  8yo, 

The  Works  of  the  English  Poets^  by  Sam  Johnson^  68  vols*  12mo. 

A  Collection  of  Poems>  by  lOodsley,  Pearch  and  Mendez,  11  vols. 
ISmo. 

A  Select  CkiUection  of  Poems,  by  J.  Nichols,  B  vols.  l^mo. 

Shakespeare's  Plays,  by  Steevens. 

(Euvres  de  Destouches,  5  vols  ISmo. 

The  Works  of  Sir  William  Temple,  4  vols.  8vo. 

The  Miscellaneous  Works  of  Addison^  4  vols.  8vo. 

The  Works  of  Jonathan  Swifts  94  vols.  12mo. 


Thus  to  revert  to  the  position  with  which  this 
bn^nch  of  our  enquiries  set  out  the^  purchasers  of  this 
Work  (^ho.maynot  probably  be  so  well  versed  in 
selecting  ^'  a  closet  library'"  as  bis  late  Majesty)  may 
have  it  in  their  power  to  coRiipress  or  enlarge  thdr 
libraries,  on  any  scale  which  may  seem  most  conve- 
nient and  advisable. 

I  now  come  to  a  more  particular  account  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  work  itself%  Referring  to  the  note,  in  ^a 
preceding  page  (iii.)  as  to  the  inevitable  thmsmn^y 
be  it  permitted  me  here  to  say  a  tv'mtl  ais  %o  it*  abso- 
lute Contents.  There  are  two  collateral  branches, 
inevitably  growing  out  of  a  work,  of  this  nature,  whipjii 
require  more  skill  in  the  treatment  than  I  am  con- 
scious of  having  exhibited.  These  are.  Extracts  and 
Anecdotes.  A  bibliographer  should  not  onty  lino^ 
the  dates  and  conditions  df  bddks,  btit  lie  sfidtild 
know  some  little  of  their  internal  character^  and  df 
t)^^  histories  of  .their  authors.  In  regard  to  the  former, 
it  will  be  seen  that  those  passages  have  been  ex- 
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tnetad  wbieb'  are  not  only  ekeln^veljprofemonaiy* 
bat  wiitbh  are  supposed  to  be  replete  with  origiiiU 
and  interesting  matter.  The  volumes  from  which 
tbey  are  taken  are  also  of  unusual  occurrence*  But 
in  spite  of  these  claims  to  approbation,  I  fear  that  the 
SnnMONa  of  the  Old  English  m vines  may  have  been  a 

little  too  freely  dealt  with :  and  that  even  this  ^^ 'mentis 

J. 

graitissimus  error**  cannot  be  received,  as  an  apology. 

A  more  difficult  temptation  to  resist^  was  that  of 
Anecdote : — the  most  delightful,  and  at  timeatbe  most 
instructive,  department  of  literary  research.  But  it 
has  been  sparingly  introduced.  Slight  sketches  are 
givion  of  %  few  of  the  more  prominent  characters  of 
ibrtner  and  modern  times,")*  in  order  to  enliven  tfael 
uiiavdiiial9^1e  dryness  of  biblic^^phical  detail ;  zxxA 
MMylfeTtMg  Character  are  frequently  mentioned,  to 
trbom  in  «Ms  place,  any  allasion  would  be  premature 
if  tfot4ndM!orous. 

*  The  ^tracts  fh>in  the  Sermons  of  Latimeb^  Fox,  t)iiANT,  and 
BmciCiMi«%^  extend' llon|}tMi|ge  78  to  S9:  hvk  "they  are  replete  with 
Ivih  ciiriouci  -uiA  lecKyiiig^  malter*  Trevious  to  which  the  feader  may 
inr|i^^  a  ahort  but  noble  passage  fix)in  Barnes,  (page  30)  and  • 
▼eiy  singular  extract  from  a  work  called  Grounds  and  Occasions  of  ths 
Contempt  of  the  Clergy  and  Religion  enquired  into,  1670,  8vo. :  p.  62-6^ 
Pdl<<llher  ^attracts,  the  reprint  (in  three  pages  only)  of  that  extraor- 
dili^Oialbgte  bHWeen  Bishop  OAlii>k^Eli  and  Judge  Hailss,  Ih  Hie 
^kmb  0i  QmmmMuf^  is  tiie  longest  to  be  qualified  by  an  apbk^; 
ii)m19i  on  UtaraQT  ainl  philolcgical  salueeO^  the  eatraottft-ofti  U^aam 
a^4.  ftom  th^  Itinerary  of  JE^es  Moryson  (page  S36  and  ^9g^  44^. 
aoe«mloDe  of  a  length  to  need  excuse.  i; i  *: 

jiytpEtLBoiiiAh  Anecdotes  and  Criticism^  thechief  may  relate  to  t^t^ 
wikUAiMeitranj?.  mi)  Jfftj/fe,  (p.  498)  Jmyot  (p.  500)  tUgger  (p^' 

ipt^  GO^i4ddiiM<<p4ge  aif»> 'SmftyDe  FMpage  615-615)— «id  to 
the  moat  eminent  of  living  Poets. 
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.To  Clitics^  of  every  denomination,  I  am  anxious  to 
address  myself  as  not  being  desirous  of  shunning 
merited  castigation  for  frequent  and  palpable  errors. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  aniission  of  much  that 
might  be  deemed  essential  for  introduction^ be  point- 
ed out  and  condemned,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
much  has  been  collected  and  brought  together  from 
numeroivs,  and  at  times  discordant,  sources ;  and  that 
the  LiBRABY  Companion,  with  its  present  contentSj 
might  have  been  easily  dilated  into  three  respectable 
volumes.  And  here,  let  me  be  allowed  to  anticipate 
an  objection  which  may  be  made,  from  the  apparent 
Vanity  of  such  frequent  references  to  my  own  publica* 
tions.  The  truth  is,  in  the  first  place,  that  an  author 
has  a  right  to  make  use  of  his  own  property  as  he  may 
think  proper :  but,  in  the  second  place,  having  devoted 
so  many  years  to  the  the  study,  and  published  so  many 
works  on  the  subject,  of  Bibliographv,  it  were  barely 
possible  to  avoid  noticing  rare,  curious,  and  valuable 
books,  which  had  not  been  described,  with  more  or 
ess  minuteness,  in  the  publications  referred  to.  In  no 
instance  however,  have  I  made  such  reference,  where 
I  was  conscious  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  direct  the 
i*eader  to  a  mare  copious  or  accurate  detail.  This 
avowal,  fairly  and  honestly  made,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
justify,  as  well  as  account  for,  the  frequent  references 
to  the  Bibliomania^  Bibliographical  Decameron,  Typo^ 
graphical  Antiquities,  and  Bibliotheca  Spenceriana. 
The  age  of  "  Commendatory  Prefixes"  is  past.  The 
Muse  of  a  friend  is  no  longer  invoked  to  throw  her 
protecting  arms  around  the  labours  of  an  author ;  * 

The  fashion  of  prefixing  commendatory  verses  to  publications  of 
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wbo  is  now  doomed  to  stand  or  fall  by  the  intrinsic 
merits  or  the  insnfficiency^  of  the  performance  wtuck 
be  submits  to  the  world  at  large. 

Bnt  in  the  anticipation  of  a  favonrable  or  unfavour- 
able issne^  from  snch  a  formidable  tribunal^  it  is  im*- 
possible  for  that  author  not  to  feel  something  like  anxi- 
ety^ in  spite  even  of  the  approbation  which  may  have 
attended  his  previous  labours.  The  growth  of  know^ 
ledge  is  daily  increasing  in  rapidity  and  strength.  Ill 
this  wonderful  country,  it  is  barely  possible  for  those^ 
who  lead  a  quiet  and   uniform  life  far  beyond  the 

■•4 

any  Dot^  obtained  tiU  as  late  as  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Geoi^e  IL— - 
if  not  later.  Daring  the  seventeenth  century  these  verses  were  in  high 
vogue :  but  among  them,  my  reading  has  furnished  me  with  none  so 
truly  quaint  and  original  as  the  following — prefixed  to  **  Solomohis 
HAN  APET02  :  or  a  Commentarie  upon  the  Book  of  Proverbs^  Eceleskuiei, 
and  the  Song  of  Songi !  By  John  Trapp>  M.  A.  Pastor  of  fVeiton  upam 
Jmmm  Gtoeetterthire,  1650,  4to.*'  [The  Author  was  tke  Father  of  t^ 
weU  known  Translator  of  Virgil.] 

On  the  Books  of  Solomon  opened  hy  Master  Trapp. 

1  stood  in  Solomon's  Porch  before^ 
Unable  to  unlock  the  doore. 
And  view  the  glory  that  within 
Rather  than  li^e  I  would  hare  seen. 


Now  in  his  Temple  walk  I  can. 
And  htar  my  Maker  taOc  with  man. 
And  clearly  understand  his  mind  ; 
Tliongh  mysteries,  no  mists,  I  find. 

The  Holy  of  Holies  open  lies. 
No  longer  kept  from  common  eyes 
Each  Starre  may  now  an  Eagle  be. 
And  freely  up  to  Phcebus  Aee. 

If  you  would  know  how  in  I  gat, 
I  passed  through  the  Beautifoll  Gate  ; 
Tliia  Dore  fif  Trapp,  or  this  TVap-dore. 
Trapp,  Trapp ! — but  God  I  must  adore. 


1 . 


xii  PREFACE. 

reach  of  the  ham  of  our  great  Metropolis,  to  form  a 
correct  notion  of  the  various  channels  by  which  knoir- 
ledge  is  so  swiftly  and  so  widely  diffused ;  and  it  is 
not  the  least  instructive  feature  in  the  History  op 
BooKS^  to  be  apprised  of  the  expenses  incurred^  and 
haearda  run^  in  the  establishment  of  a  popular  and 
vsefiil  work.  The  gift  of  speech  and  the  gift  of  know- 
ledge should  seem  to  be  almost  simultaneous.  Thete 
are  at  this  moment  before  me,  the  CatalooueIs  of 
School  Books  circulated  by  the  two  greatest  Pub- 
lishers in  England.  I  mean  the  catalogue  of  Messra. 
'Longman^  Hursty  Rees,  and  Co.  and  that  6f  Messrs. 
G.  and  IV.  B.  fVhittdker,  The  most  superficial  view 
of  the  contents  of  these  Catalogues,  shews  the  extraor- 
dinary and  advantageous  variety  of  instruction  which 
they  contain.  Science,  Arts,  Trade,  Mann^:s,  Cuaiitoias 
— something  of  every  thing,  and  of  the  very  best  kind 
—will  be  found  in  each  ;  and  little  does  the  sttdiouis, 
or  fanciful,  or  classical  Writer  imagine,  that,  while 
months  and  years  are  consumed  in  the  composition 
of  a  Work,  of  which  the  success  is  doubtful,  and  the 
remuneration  remote,  some  of  the  authors^  whose  pro-^ 
ductions  are  found  in  the  catalogues  just  mentioned, 
bring  a  never  failing  golden  harvest  te  their  Pro- 
prietors. The  names  of  Lindlibv  Murray  and  Pin- 
nock*  may,  in  this  point  of  view,  almost  vie  with 
that  of  the  Author  of  Wavkrly. 


*  First,  fbrthe ''  Catalogues  of  School  BooM*  publisliedlrf  the 
BKditioiied  BookseUen.  Thej  are  of  about  the  same  extent  with 
each  other.  In  that  of  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co.  the  fbllowing  a^ 
the  names  which  appear  to  'be^of  the  'gveateet  imfonrtance. .  Adam, 
Jikin,  BarbuM,  BmglmfyBktir,  f Rao.  D.J  Btmmfiea$iki  Cate^,  Oregorp, 
Bomseif,  Hori^  Homatd,  HvtHon,  Jotfce,  Mdtor,  •M&H$mix,  Murrain, 
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The  diffusidn  of  knowledge  for  aduh  readers,  has  of 
loteTears,  or  rather  very  recently^  been  equally  rapid 

(lAndlmp  P'mkerton,  Robinson,  Shepherd,  (ynth  Joyce  and  LantJ  Smith, 
Taylor,  (Mrs.)  Trimmer,  Valpy,  Vyse,  Walker,  Wanosirocht,  and  WaU 
im$.  I  mention  only  those  authors  of  a  oomparadvely  modern  date ; 
aid  emit  the  comitless  impreasions^  in  eTery  variety  of  form  ind 
piifcw  of  the  English  Classiosj  of  a  longer  established  r^utation. 
The  names  of  (xoldsmith  and  WtUts  alone  furnish  a  little  library  of 
amusing  and  instructive  information. 

But  of  authors  of  modem  celebrity  in  this  copious  list>  none  appear 
to  hate  been  so  fruitful,  and  to  have  produced  works  of  which  the 
ssHit  hialieeb  so  eminently  prosperous,  as  Mr.  Lindlby  Murray.  His 
JS^gilM  Grammmr  (including  all  the  publications  connected  with  It) 
is  n  work  of  which  il  would  be  better  to  speak  of  editions  of  tens  <jf 
thousands  of  copies^  than  of  a  few  9olitary  thousands.  His  Power  {^ 
Be^gion  on  the  Mind  and  his  Spelling  Book  are  the  next  publications  of 
numerical>  as  well  as  intrinsic,  importance ;  and  both  abroad  and  i^ 
borne  the  sale  is  wonderfully  extensive  and  succesful. 

In  the  Catalogue  of  Messrs.  Whittaker  the  names  of  MiUar, 
Pomley,  Boberts,  Stackhouse,  and  Wyld,  are  distinguished  as  authors  of 
A^xuA^  oi|  different  scal^;  and  relating  to  different  countries.  The 
sale  of  thes^  works  U  perhaps  greater  than  can  be  readily  conceive^ 
Bui  let  me  go  at  once  to  the  name  of  Finnocx.    Tlie  publtca^ioos 
mder  the  title  of  Pinnock^s    Catechisms  comprise  not  fewer  than 
Sdctv  Voub  in  number.    They  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order ; 
h^^giqiii^g  with  AgricuUure  and  ending  with  Universal  History,    They 
cGpfffise  a  great  variety  of  subjects  of  literature  and  science  3  and 
beaidfs  tliepe^  there  ore  the  County  Histories,  and  the  Histories  «f 
Efgland^  Greece,  and  other  Countries,  by  the  same  hand.  Of  the  swp 
Anthor'a  CateMsm  of  the  Bible  and  Go^l  Histories,  one  imj^ressio^  hff 
reached  sxvbntt  thousand  copies;  but  the  price  of  the  work  is 
pqygiflrily  l^ywj  and  X  believe  I  am  not  exaggerating  the  &ct>  when 
iftitat]^  tl^e3(duiiveoQpy  rightof  thewhoteof  theBC  CotechiWM 
Im  nptilbcffLMoured  to  the  Proprietofs  under  the  snm  of  ninm 
TKfffTMJiD  KivrwDS.    Let  the  reflecting  reader  consider,  *o«  •**  ''^^^ 
himM^  doirn^  what  is  the  quantity  of  instruction -whidi**^^ 
qjgpll^n  ^fficnig  the  inftmtine  world  $   or  among  those  who  bavid 
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and  efficient.  The  time  is  in  the  remembnuice  of 
every  man  of  forty-five,  when  we  were  well  <K>nten< 
to  wait  for  monthly  contributions,  in  the  shape  of 
Magazines^  to  our  stock  of  knowledge.  That  time  is 
gone  by,  perhaps  never  to  return.  There  is,  at  pre^* 
sent,  such  an  hunger  and  thirst  after  informatioki^ 
that  the  reading  man  looks  towards  his  weehhf  Jour- 
nal, or  Register,  or  Chronicle,  with  the  same  eag^**- 
ness  and  certainty  that  he  used  to  anticipate  his 
monthly  supplies  of  mental  food.  Hence  he  hails  his 
Literary  Gazette  jOv  Literary  Chronicle^  or  Somerset 
Hottse  Gazette !— *to  which  may  ^be  probably  added 
one  or  two  of  the  many  feDo-penn^  publications  that 
are  also  weekly  distributed,  and  of  which  the  aggre- 

scBTcely  reached  tlieir  sixth  year?  Fifty  years  ago  there  was 
hardly  any  pabulum  of  the  kind  5  or  that  pabulum  was  exchisively 
distributed,  from  the  repository  of  our  old  acquaintance  Dan'New- 
bbfy,  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard  » 

But  in  this  record  of  the  rapid  and  general  dififusiou  of  kkow- 
mt>0B  for  the  appetites  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  let  me  not  omit  to 
make  commendable  mention  of  what  I  should  call  the  pocket  editions 
of  our  best  writers  in  poetry  and  prose,  so  assiduously,  so  neatly,  and 
80  reasonably,  put  forth  by  Messrs  Suttabt,  Etancs,  and  Fox.  No 
author,  contained  in  the  bulkiest  dimensions,  exceeds  the  price  of  5s: 
per  volume;  and  there  is  none,  as  fitr  as  I  can  discover  fit>m  the  list 
of  the  authors  published,  which  a  female  need  fSear  of  being  found 
upon  her  toilette  or  boudoir  table.  The  typographical  execution 
of  these  small  duodecimo  volumes  is  delightful,  and  the  engraved' 


*  The  coincidence  is  not  a  little  nngular, — but  tbe  name  of  Tkomat  ^Tewhury  13 
dUiieited  to  one  of  the  rarest  little  poetical  Tolnmes,  composed  for  Children;  of 
wUchve  hare  any  knowledge.  It  was  printed  in  1563,  4to.  under  this  Htle :  ^f  Jt 
JMkr  in  JBngluk  Metre  called  Divet  PrugwutHctu^  or  the  Great  Marehaniwmii^very 
preatie/or  Children  to  rede.  Lord  Spencer  is  in  possession  of  this  unique  treasare, 
which  I  purchased  for  his  Lordship  at  the  sale  of  the  Roxburghe  library  for  dOL 
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gite  Mai  u^  searcely  to  be  credited.^  Nor  is  it  the 
kutj .  Deebrnmendable  quality  of  such  reasonably 
imce^ltiibficationg,  that  the  matter  contained  in  them 
Ib,  geiierally,  as  correct  as  their  exterior  forms  are 
attractive-from  good  paper  and  printing.  In  the  mean 
wfafle,  it  is  consoling  to  think  that  such  numerous 
and  usefol  works  k^ep  down  the  currency  of  the 
wretched  blasphemy  and  absurdity  which  find  refuge 
only  in  the  premises  of  Mr.  Carlile. 

But  that  literary  tastes  and  longings  of  every  de- 
scription,  may  be  gratified,  there  has  recently  appear- 
i*  Review^  which  is  published  every  two  months,  un- 
der the  title  of  the  Universal  j*^  while  the  fVestminsier 

fronfispieces  are  very  respectable.  Thousands  of  copies  are  circulated 
abrpad;  especially  in  America.  Within  these  last  twenty  years^ 
^yjEM  xuNDBSD  THOUSAND  volumes  of  the  whole,  collectively,  have 
be^l»ydi£\persed  at  home  and  abroad,  averaging  35>000  copies  per 
annum.  Upon  such  a  vast  scale  does  knowledge,  of  every  kind« 
tiaveL. 

,  *  I  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  give  a  pretty  correct  ac* 
oooni  of  these  "  twopenny  publications,"  but  have  been  unexpectedly 
disappointed.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  upwards  of  one  hundbbd 
TB0U8AJID  of  them  are  circulated  per  week ;  among  which,  ih»  Mechor 
nic's  Magazine,  the  Mirror,  the  Lancet,  and  the  Chemist,  take  the  lead« 
Of  a^pfa-st  of  these,  alone,  I  learn  th&t^teen  thousand  copies  are  diAr 
tjcUmted.  .  To  shew  the  avidity  with  which  knowledge  of  all  kinds^ 
a|i^  soqi^etimes  of  the  best  kind,  is  sought  after,  a  friend  informs  me 
i^  jp^fnfo^fs  London  is  now  to  be  purchased  on  the  same  cheap,  terma» 
Is  it  chimerical  to  suppose  that  Bacon* s  Abridgement  (of  the  Law)  and 
Cpmyja!'s pigestvnIL  be  forthwith  produced  in  the  same  manner? 

f  Th^plan  of  this  Review  is  excellent.  It  gives,  after  the  sober  and 
aensihleplauof  the  Old  and  New  Memoirs  ofXiterahfr^,  published  about 
«GCfit«7  ago,  a  brief  analysis,  with  a  few  pertinent  ranarks,  of  each 
•rtide  r  80  as  to  leave  the  reader,  generally,  to  draw  his  own  con* 
elusions  from  the  fsicts  adduced.     The  second  (and  last  published) 
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Refnew,  the  Cctmhridgt  Quarter^  Reoiew^  mdke  their 
appearanee  onoe  in  three  moaths,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews.  Mine  is  not  the 
province  to  pass  critical  opinions  upon  the  respective 
merits  of  these  more  recent  Magazines  and  Reviews.  It 
is 'sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  this  Prefigu^e^  that  such 
publications  are  here  recorded.^*  But  while  upon  this 
theme^let  me  be  permitted  to  make  honourable  mention 
for  a  periodical  publication  of  a  peculiar  character — 

number  is  now  before  me.  There  are  XXVI.  urticles  in  it  of  com- 
parative elaborate  execution^  followed  by  a  great  number  of  brief 
notices  of  domestic  and  foreign  literature  j  which  latter  are  essentially 
useful :  for  one  of  the  principal  objects,  in  such  periodical  publica- 
tions>  is  to  give  the  reader  intelligence  of  what  is  actually  going  on 
m  the  literary  world.  Among  the  larger  articles,  at  page  839  of 
this  number,  is  a  review  of  the  Deformed  Tranrformed  of  Lord  Byron. 
Hie  preliminary  remarks  are  penned  with  great  vigour  and  unsparing 
severity  against  the  immoral  and  unpatriotic  cast  of  the  later  efiu* 
sions  of  that  noble  Lord :— and  with  justice.f  In  the  department 
of  Poetry,  in  the  ensuing  pages,  I  have  freely  passed  those  sentiments 
upon  Lord  Byron's  muse  which  seem  to  be  dictated  by  the  honestest 
view  of  the  suliject. 

*  Of  the  sales  of  the  more  recent  Magazines  and  Reviews  above 
mentioned,  I  am  imable  to  say  any  thing.  They  are  all  starting 
with  the  vigour  and  buoyancy  of  ''  fresh  and  four-year  old*'  liteiraiy 
Coursers.  Of  the  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews,  I  should  appre* 
bend  the  minimum  to  be  9000,  and  the  maximum  to  be  18,000,  copies 
of  cadi  new  number.  In  the  history  of  Literature,  the  subscription- 
book  of  Mr.  Murray  (for  my  residence  necessarily  makes  me  unac- 
quainted with  that  of  the  publisher  of  the  Edinbuigh  Review)  would 
cut  a  splendid  figure :  and  the  ease  and  dexterity  with  which 


t  Ihave  not  loag  riien  from  the  pemnl  of  another  Review  of  the  mae  poem  ia 
1h»£dMmrgikMiiir^'f*»f  tod  Literary  MitceliMny,  tor  M$^ 
tM^HCtocgrfemukt  aoe  eqaally  diitinguiibed  for  their  propriety  and  tbOity  of  < 
tioa.    In  aliort,  to  think  and  to  speak  otherwise,  w«ro  a  ipecies  of  ftaitificatfioB* 


PREFACE.  xvu 

under  the  title  of  the  Retrospective  Review^ -^  to 
wbich^  as  the  ensuing  pages  demonstrate,  my  obliga- 
tioBS  have  been  frequent  ^nd  great.  Thus  the  reader 
may  remark/  how  varied  and  wonderful  is  the  perio- 

Dumber  is  diTided  into  allotments,  and  distributed  according  to  the 
copies  subscribed  for  (the  payment  being  prompt)  by  the  several 
great  booksdling  hotises,  would  astonish  a  looker  on  ...  At  sun-rise^ 
tiie  QuAMTMMLT  Tbkx  reaches  to  the  sky — 

(Eziit  ad  ccelum  ramis  felicibus  arbor) 
At  son  set,  it  is  levelled  to  the  earth  .  . . 

and  every  man  hugs  his  log  (alias,  number)  with  eager  and  undimi- 
nished delight.  What  a  sub-note  might  be  here  appended,  as  to  the 
ifluaiioiis  which  certun  numbers,  of  either  of  these  Reviews,  are  known 
to  have  sometimes  produced  ?  For  periodical  reading,  these  Jour- 
nals may  be  considered  as  the  venison  and  turtle  dishes  of  the  literary 
Epicnre.t  I  found  them  as  such,  at  Munich  and  Vienna,  some  six 
yean  ago. 

*  VnU  the  editor  of  this  Review  foigive  the  suggestion,  whether 
Ae  articles  be,  occasionally,  sufficiently  betbospectxvx  }  and  whe- 
Acr  thej  be  not  occasionally  a  little  too  long  ? 


}  Of  BlAOAilNEfy  the  Oeniteman\  the  AVu'  Monthly,  the  Lowlom,  BlachcootTs,  and 
As  EibAmrgh^  hmve  the  greatest  sale.  Each  of  these  has  its  admirers  and  sworn 
chiBfloBi  of  defence  t— and  long  may  this  bloodless  warfare,  or  literary  excita- 
Uhy»  IhII  I  cuiaot  presome  to  weigh*  the  respective  merits  of  these  Magazines 
lapy  4Nm  critteil  scales  of  justice ;  bnt  J  may  be  allowed  to  notice  the  matter^ 
sf-tet  aiinplirity»  antiquarian  lore,  and  topographical  embeUishments  of  the  first- 
Ac  poBshy  delicacy 9  and  occasional  felidtoos  hnmour,  of  the  second— the  neat- 
^wleCy,  and  nsefnlness  of  the  third— the  spirited,  cart  and  tierce,  cut  and 
of  tte  fourth — ("Tros  T^rinsve . .  nullo  discrimine  agetor/*) 
%  SSDSS,  and  weU-digerted  intelligence,  of  the  fifth.  The  amount  of 
•D  OiB,  is,  that  thronghout  the  Empire  of  Gaaax  Baixam,  there  is  weekly  and 

of  intfllUgSBce— in  the  aliape  of  wit,  humour,  narratire,  and 

\f  that  one  is  aqoally  sorpriaed  at  the  unfailing  number  of 

as  wrii  as  of  wiiten.    A  eoontiy,  in  iuch  a  state,  has  rsaioa  to  bt  proud 
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(Ucal  diffusion  of  knowledge,  of  every  descriptioji,  if 
this  wealthy  and  energetic  country. 

But  a  review  of  the  causes  of  the  progress  of  litera- 
ture in  general,  does  not  exclude  the  notice  of  |Jb«^ 
«tate  of  Bibliography,^  or  (if  the  reader  so  please  to 
designate  it)  of  the  Bibliomania,  in  particular.  Wi^ 
)oy  and  triunoph  have  I  witnessed  the  close  of  the 


1  ?' 


*  In  publications  on  Biblioobapht^  there  is  nothing  of  r&fy 
recent  occunence  to  notice,  except  it  be  the  two  beautifully  printed 
Tolumes  of  Mr.  Johnson*  s  Typographia,  or  the  Printer's  Instructor, 
with  wood-cut  portraits  of  several  English  Printers.  I  learn  that  Mr. 
Edward'Foole  is  occupied  with  the  Annals  of  the  Elzevir  PaebSj 
including  a  great  portion  of  the  literary  history  of  that  Augustan  age 
of  literature  in  Holland. 

[A  yeiy  interesting  work  may  be  shortly  expected  from  the  pen  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  .Bandin£ll«  Principal  Librarian  of  the  Bodleian  Libivij : 
beipg  an  account  of  the  Editianes  Princ^es,  up  to  the  year  1 600>-ojt|;ie 
books  printed  in  the  Fifteenth  Century, — and  those  printed  by  the 
jildme  /ermt/y— which  are  to  be  found  in  that  magnificent  collection. 
This  will  be  a  whetting  precursor  to  the  (Catalogue  of  the  butihb 
BonLBiAN  LiBRABT-*-of  which  the  first  sheet  is  jpst  gone  to  press. 
Felixj  fEUistumque  sit !] 

But  in  Bibliography,  let  me  not  forget  the  notice  and  commenda- 
tion of  that  wonderful  work  of  the  late  Dr.  Watt,  called  Biblio- 
tkeea  Briiosmka.  It  is  now  complete,  in  two  quarto  TQlumea,  eaoh 
Bixmt  the  size  of  Ainsworth*s  Dictionary,  at  7I.  7t,  per  volume. 
•Such  a  concentration  of  labour  was  hardly  ever  beheld ;  but  the  an- 
ihors.  Father  and  Son,  both  fell  victims  to  their  zeaL  The  fiiBt 
volmne  contains  the  names  of  authors,  alphabetically  arranged;  Ae 
second,  th6  several  works  under  their  classes,  or  general  iiaiii88> 
tlnis:  «' Angling,**  ''Bible,**  ''Ckwkery,**  &e.  To  say  that  sneba 
work,  on  so  stupendous  a  scalci  should  be  fanlttess^  would  be  equally 
rash  and  ridiculous.  On  the  contrary,  it  contains  numerous  errors^ 
4nd  must  not  be  unlimitedly  confided  in.  Bat  its  uses  and  .advan- 
jLag^  |ure  piani&st  and  indispensable.  The  hisUNry  ^.  the  pvOKtMi^n 
of  this  great  labour  is  among  the  most  curious  on  record. 


.  / 
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Book-^campaign  of  the  past  season.  It  has  turned  out 
to  be  what  every  lover  ci  his  country's  literary  repu« 
tet]0B  cOuld  wish.  The  gloom  which^  at  the  conclu^ 
sion  of  the  last  season,  darkened  the  countenances^ 
liot  eoly  of  many  worthy  members  of  the  ^teiffttttffyt 
^KUIbs  but  of  a  great  number  of  distinguished  Ck)llec- 
tors  of  libraries^  has  vanished.  The  sun  shine  of  good 
humour^  content^  bright  hopes^  and  cheering  propects^ 
has  succeeded.  The  reader  has  already  anticipated 
the  ground  or  cause  of  thes&  remarks.  The  sale  of 
the  library  of  the  late  lamented  Sir  M.  M.  Sykbs, 
3art.  was  conducted^  and  closed,  in  a  manner  the 
most  une3q)ectedly  gratifying.  While^  at  the  west 
end  of  the  town^  the  BooJes  of  the  same  Baronet  were 
dispersed' at  splendid  prices  beneath  the  auspices  of 
Mr.  Evans^*  towards  the  east  end  of  the  town  (in 
Wellington-street^  under  the  hammer  of  Mr.  Sotheby) 
his  prints,  of  every  description^  brqught  excessive 
prices:  and  300  guineas  for  an  impression  from  a 
Niello,  and  892.  for  a  couple  of  British  Portraits,  in 
one  plate^t  are  achievements  of  unprecedented  gal* 

*  Hie  -maimer  in  which  the  Catalogue  of  this  splendid  library  is 
«BDacnted^  is  extremely  creditable  to  the  author  of  ity  and  the  three 
•MUar  «iiMt  of  the  Collection  may  be  described  in  the  Ltoy  of  1469» 
the /0i>^  Testoflusii  i^EtatmMoi  1519>  (each  upom  vsLLtif)  and  the 
JDesd  qf  Dworce  between  Henry  VUI.  and  Anne  of  Cleves.  The  gam 
Vjpon  the  two  UUter  articles  made  up  for  theloss  on  the  first.  The  first  is 
WW  with  John  Dent>  Esq*  The  second  is  in  the  archiepiscopal  library 
•Ulinibetl^  (purchased  by  his  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canteriwry) 
Mdte  IhM  isin  the  State  Paper  Office. 

f  It  ifas  the  portraits  of  James  L  and  Prince  Henryj  eacb  on 
•  iMMbMk^  engraved  by  Vaaghan«    The  eonditkm  wm  ttiOit  beauMid* 
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lantfy  and  fiberality  of  feeling.  The  total  or  grand 
amount  of  the  two  sales,  united^  amounted  to  36^000l« 
Who  therefore  shall  say  that  property  is  misplac^  in 
collecting  together  such  objects?  If  the  questibA 
arise;  irhat  was  given  for  such  a  property  r  a  prontj^t 
and  satisfactory  answer  is  at  hand:  less  was  gittnii 
iftian  the  produce  here  recorded.  *  ■ 

[In  the  midst  of  our  increasing  literary  prosperity, 
there  is  one  prominent  feature  which  must  cobi6 
forcibly  ^  home  to  the  business  and  bosoms'*  of  all  Whb 
Ibve  London,  and  who  wish  ^^  peace  within  her  wal^ 
and  plenteousness  within  her  palaces;**  and  that  is,  tfa6 
formation  of  a  Civic  Library  in  the  chambers  of  her 
Ancient  Guildhall.  Several  of  my  readers  will,  1  have 
no  doubt,  remember  that  an  Institution  of  this  nature 
was  earnestly  recommended  in  two  energetic  letters 
printed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1624 ;  btii 
it  was  for  a  member  of  the  Corporation,  Mr.  Richard 
Lambert  Jones  of  Highbury,  to  advocate  the  caufie  of 
Bibliography  in  the  City  Senate,  and  establish  ita 
permanent  foundation  in  the  metropolis.  Improve-^ 
ment  is  so  far  like  virtue,  that  its  arrival  can  never  be 
too  late.  London,  whilst  she  is  the  first  of  mercantile 
cities,  is  nevertheless  a  literary  one ;  and  it  rests  with 
the  numerous  encouragers  of  literature  to  render  heir. 
yet  morel  so.  Into  her  Library  let  them  pour  all  tfaieirT 
treasures  concerning  her  history,  her  antiquities,  h^ 
customs,  triumphs,  pageants,  and  edifices ;  and  let  th6 
whj^le  Corpus  Historicum  of  London  be  found  wjberq  i^ 

'pie  impression  of  the  Niello  had  been  obtained  from  W.  It.OiAey,' 
Es^.  and  is  engraved  at  p.  304  of  his  History  of  Engraving.  Sit 
Mark  gave  only  150l.  for  it. 
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fO»fg^t  to  be  preserved . . .  under  the  vaulted  roof  of 
bvcever  faouHis  ^Builfaftflffj 

, , .  9ut  tbis  state  of  bibliogr^hical  prosperity  is  not 
confined  to  the  Metropolis.    I  continue  to  hear  and  to 
fet^ye  the  most  flattering  accounts  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  A  re-action  is  taking  place.    Circulating 
libraries  are  enlarged  and  multiplied   The  surplusage 
of :  wealtbi  in  these  '^  piping  times  of  peace/'  finds  a 
jenjt  in  the  channel  of  book-purchasing. ..  Noblemen 
and  G^ntleden  begin  to  think  (as  the  old  monkish  wrir 
tars  thought  and  have  expressed  it)  that  a  '^  mansion 
without  a  library  is  like  a  castle  without  an  armoury** 
— and  accordingly,  halt  where  you  will,  you  are  sure^ 
on  a  little  gossip  with  the  humblest  provincial  book- 
vendor^  to  glean  intelligence  of  ^'  some  famous  library 
in .  ih^  jdeighbourhood*' — and  if  none  of  these  equal 
that  at  Eahton  Hall,  or  at  Yarmouth,'^  they  may  be 

*  These  selections  are  made  without  a  wish  to  institute  invidious 

eMnptttooDS  %  but  the  Catalogue  of  the  Ubrary  at  Eehton  Halt,  the 

pibpertf  of  Miss  Cubrer,  (see  page  160  post)  is  at  this  mooient 

before  me  t  as  I  am  favoured  with  one  of  the  40  copies  only  of  it 

wWch  vere  printed.    It  is  carefuUy  and  unostentatiously  executed  by 

Mr.  Triphook,    The  collection  in  all  its  branches  (but  especially  in 

Britiik  History)  does  great  credit  to  its  amiable  and  sensible  owner. 

Witib  the  Hbrary  of  my  friend  Dawson  Turner>  Esq.  of  yarmouth  I 

M^itiOMtdy  acquainted.    The  Fine  Arts  and  Botany  are  its  strongtf 

sod' jttana  pronuDent  fcttures.  The  collection  is  select  and  costly.   ;  Of 

t^f  Auvo^i^pjBic  treasures  in  it^  more  than  a  slight  notice  is  takeq  in  a 

'fi^ffV^^^.  V^S^    ^  could  easily  have  added  to  the  number  of  these 

nral  exemples  of  the  Bibliomania  ;  and  my  friend  Mr.  Broadley,  (Ut^ 

oF  kiik  EUa,  near  Hull)  may  probably  scold  me  for  the  oralssioo  df 

bi^  «;i9;Rali)le  book-treasures  :   while  Mr.  Archdeacon  Wrangham  tells 

in^  th^t.^e  \b  constantly  revelling  in  the  midst  of  15,000  tooies  (nt 

Hnnmanby  in  Yorkshke)  of  endless  variety  and  never  failing  amuse- 
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yet  deserving  of  examinatioii,  and  their  owner  may 
receive  a  passing  tribute  of  respects  My  gratifieatioii 
Is  'wdl  nigh  unbounded  to  learn  that  the  name  of 
Watt^  at  Aston  House,  near  Birmingham,  is  coupled 
with  that  of  the  ^^0OOll  Oift  tsmft  ;*  and- 1  may  yet  live 
to  tritnesB  it  as  great  in  books  as  in  mechanics.  Mean^ 
whilis  I  have  the  additional  gratification  of  learning, 
thaftthe  dumber  of  Travellers  dispersed  ail  over  the 
coutitry,  from  the  great  houses  in  Paternoster  Row, 
is  nearly  doubled ;  and  that  three  orders  are  now  re- 
ceived where  one  formerly  was  scarcely  given. 

ment.  Long  may  he  eojoy  this  revelry.  Close  to  London,  ag^n,  I 
could  mention  fnends  who  spare  no  cost  in  securing,  nor  puns  in 
making  acquaintance  %¥ith>  their  book->treasures.  Hie  exqnilile 
jMdntings  of.  Lbittulus  lose  nothing  of  their  hntre  or  value  hy  the 
neighhpurhood  of  a  library  (on  the  basement  floor)  of  tas^iiil 
structure,  and  replete  with  volumes  in  which  Piranesi,  and  Bartoli, 
imd  Hollar,  and  Bartolozzi,  and  Morghen.  display  their  peculiar  and 
unriyalled  powers.    Nor  are  philology  and  the  sciences  wanting. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  this  Tusculum,  is  another 
€abinetji  on  n  smaller  scale,  and  with  fewer  treasures.  But  here  are 
caily  and  powerful  specimens  of  the  pencil  of  Tunier,  Wilkie,  nod 
Calkott,  with  no  mean  sprinkling  of  i«abob  papbb  tomes  of  modem 
WithoTS  of  established  celebrity.  These  be  the  boast  of  Nestorivs  ^ 
and  his  quincuxes  and  espaliers,  dipt  yew  hedges  and  velvet  lawns, 
affiird  him  recreation  and  fbod  for  thought ...  as  he  meditates  on  dbath. 

Somewhat  nearer  home>  is  another  library,  sweetly  disposed,  and 

judidcMMly  furnished ;  of  which  its  exceUeut  owner  thus  wrote  to 

me,  on  breaking  up  his  establishment  to  come  to  town  for  the  last 

^Bfinter  season :  ''  We  go  to  town  this  day  se'nnight  for  the  season.    I 

•  aball  leave  ur  lxbrart  with  great  regret.    Its  cheeriiil  character,  its 

t  soft  and  quiet  sceneqr  from  the  lawn  in  front,  its  comfortable  and 

.  social  aspect,  its  manageable  and  not  overwhelming  size,  its  compo' 

f^mabU  aad  inexhaustible  sources  of  amusement  and  delight,  make 
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.  Jn  i^^n  reverting  to  the  work  before^  tha  .readpr^ 
liconeliide  this  pre&ce  with  the*  exerQis^^fTtho  plc^ 
smg  task  of  acknowledging  obligatiofts  received.  Mj^ 
Mend  the  Eey.  Dr.  Bliss,  of  the  Bodleian  Lil^rarjr^ 
baa  enabled  me  to  enrich  these  pages  not  only  by  ::th& 
examination  of  many  treasures  in  that  wonderfiil 
repository^  but  by  the  loan  of  the  first  voiume  of  blfii 
work  (not  yet  published)  of  the  Reliquus  Hearmam^. 
The  pages  of  his  Athenoe  Oxanienses^  have  been  alao 
1^  times  singularly  useful.  For  the  unwearied  ser- 
vices of  Thomas  Amyot^ .  Esq.  in  enlargiqg  and  coi?- 
recting  many  of  these  sheets  by  the  aid  of  his  own 
choice  library^  and  numerous  bibliographical  memo- 
rani^^rl  cannot  be  sufficiently  thaQkful.  The  Jibrary 
oftbeB^ht  Honourable  Thomas  Grenville  has  been 
<m  this,  as  on  every  other  occasion^  thrown  open  t^ 
my  researches  in  the  readiest  and  most  liberal  man« 
ner ;  and  to  the  treasures  contained  in  it  I  am  chiefly 
indebted  for  the  account  of  the  rarer  volumes  to  be 
-  ^nd  under  the  head  of  the  History  of  Ireland,  The 
owner  of  that  library  will  therefore  be  here  pleased  tQ 
accept  my  best  thanks.  My  acknowledgments  are 
also  due  to  Frederic  Barnard,  Esq.  for  free  access  to 
the  Royal  Library  at  Buckingham  House  :  the  facility 
and  liberality  of  accommodation,  in  that  magnificent 
and  truly  regal  collection^  can  be  appreciated  only  by 
those  who  have  experienced  it.    The  unrivalled  trea- 

'  me  cling  to  it  with  the  fondness  of  grateful  affection  and  attachment.*' 
'  11«cf  COXF0AT8  are  to  be  fbnnd  at  Edmmton,  For  other  libraries  of 
''Inge  extieiit^  and  remote  situation,  search  welt  the  index  of  this 

'VcArk. 

'    •  For  a  character  of  this  work,  see  p.  519  post. 
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mres  at  Althorp  and  at  Spencet  ^Hau*e  YMi^hoea 
fubmitted  to  my  free  inspection  with  the  nsnallibe* 
rality  and  kindness  of  their  Noble  Owner :  while  the 
richly  furnished  libraries  of  my  intimate  fiuendft 
George  Hibbert,  Eaq.  Richard  Heber,  Ssq.  Franois 
FreeHng,  Esq.  Francis  Douce,  Esq,  and  Robert  Lat^/ 
Esq.  have  supplied  me  with  materials  of  whicli  f  hie 
value  will  be  evident  from  a  perusal  of  the  ensuing^ 
pages.  On  all  sides,  and  in  the  most  unqualified 
manner^  the  kindest  aids  were  offered  me :  and  if  the 
fruits  of  such  friendly  assistance  are  not  seen  in  the 
work  before  the  reader,  the  fault  is  in  him  to  whom 
they  were  tendered. 

In  the  last  place,  something  like  an  acknowledg- 
ment remedns  due  to  those  respectable  Booksbllbrs^ 
by  means  of  whose  copious  catalogues  something  like 
a  fixed  or  rational  price  has  been  attached  to  thie^ 
numeroris  works  contained  in  these  pages.  The  pre- 
sent is  peculiarly  the  age  of  bibliopolistic  adventure, 
and  enterprise.  There  is  no  nation  in  Europe  which 
can  boast  of  such  an  extensive  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
by  means  of  well  executed  Catalogues :  and  it  is  with* 
out  any  invidious  distinction  that  I  notice  those  of 
Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss,  Longman  and  Co.  J.  and  A. 
Archy  Rivington  and  Cochran,  Ogle,  Duncan  and  Ogle, 
TriphooJc,  Thorpe,  and  Bohn.    But,  with  every  atten* 

*  Since  the  commencement  of  this  work>  Messrs.  FiTwa  and  Foe« 
have  published  a  catalogue  of  10051  articles.  I  have  smtled>  In  com«  - 
man  vnth  many  friends^  to  observe  rare  and  curious  vohunes  selling* 
for  lai^  sums  at  auctions>  when  sometimes  better  copies  of  them  may 
be  obtained  in  that  incomparable  repository  in  F^^MaU  at  tWD-thirdB 
of  the  price.    Whoe?er  wants  a  ckuskalJUting  out  must  betake  bam^'* 
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tMi  to  fix  afiurond  authorised  ^ce  npoii  «iiob  works 
ofbittrindc  merits  of  wMch  the  marketable  irehw  itas 


.  •  ^ 


idf  to<liiis  Mjpotitory.  ne  vmioiifl  catalogues  or  portkmB  oflhenr, 
wjumliug  to  Hbt  sooi  of  the  yahaaDa,  which  httvc  hmaed  fimm  the 
houae  of  Moan.  Lombwuls,  Hur8t>  Rkb8>  and  Go.  for  the  lui  thiee 
]CU8>  contain  acarcdy  fewer  than  I7OOO  articles  |  while,  of  modem 
articles,  the  same  House  has,  of  each,  from  one  to  ten  thousand  copiei^ 
This  latter  necessarily  includes  the  wonderful  stock  of  Elementaiy 
worica-  alhided  to  at  p,  xli.  ante.  To  the  BibUotkeca  Anglo^PoeticOg 
m  J  I^eseripUve  Catalogue  of  a  rare  and  rich  Collection  rfEar^y  Eng* 
Uek  Poeirifji  published  by  the  same  House  in  1815,  under  the  care  of 
thel^teMr.  Gxiffiths,  the  ensuing  pages,  in  the  department  of  '*Eii^ 
lish  Poetry,"  contain  firequent  and  apposite  references.  The  rareal 
article  in  this  catalogue  (Chester's  Loves  Martyr,  or  RosaUn's  Com^ 
jMkt,  16D1, 4to.)  marked  at  502.  and  purchased  by  the  late  SirM.  M. 
Syliaa  Barl.  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  that  Banmet's  library  for  64L 

Tkte  catalogue  of  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Arch  is  on  a  smalls  scalei 
hot-it  ighihits  both  valuable  and  rare  works,  and  my  references  to  it 
hare  not  been  unsparing.  Indeed  I  consider  the  situation  of  these 
respectable  booksellers,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  metropolis,  as  most 
fbrtunate  on  many  accounts : — ^for  the  periodical  circulation  of  their 
Cattfbgue^  may  have  a  salutary  effect  in  counteracting  manuu  of  a 
iWirnf  dninfiitifin  I  do  not  indeed  quite  despair  of  seeing  groups 
of  iphikriagists  and  critics  collected  in  the  Royal  Exchange,  beneaA 
the  stMve  of  Edward  IV,  when  (Printing  and  the  Bibliomania  were 
first  ooigointly  introduced  into  this  country)  and  counteracting,  Yq 
their  book-speculations,  the  direful  ravages  of  the  Scrip  and  Comoh 
maiuas.  The  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Rivinoton  and  Cochban,  which 
is  dUefly  theological,  contains  not  fewer  than  17f328  articles.  The 
inangement  is  good :  the  works  submitted  to  sale  are  rich  in  all 
desatti  especially  in  theology  and  Oriental  literaturci  while  the 
pmHag  and  piqper  are  alike  inviting*  There  is  a  sort  of  episcopalkni  ' 
■a  alKMit  thia  volume.  • .  vrithin  and  without  But  here  it  behoves  ' 
neto  make  honoorable  mention  of  that  curious  catalogue  (now  be» 
a  tare  book)  (^  Thmlogy  and  Oriental  lAterature,  puUidied  by 
Ooj-X/  SvNOA)!  and  Co.,  and  containing  upwards  of  19000 
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aioertaiaablei  I  fear  that,  in  some  fe\^  instances^  tte 
oolleetor  may  be  disappointed  in  his  calculations.    It 

m  n 

nrllelei  of  Divinity.  I  am  not  compelled  to  sabscribe  to  the  critical 
oMioai  oocaaionaliy  attached  to  these  articles  $  but  I  can  never  ba 
backward  in  acknowledging  the  obligation  which  the  Cubricaii 
WoaLD  is  under  (from  this  desirable  volume)  to  its  respectable  pub^ 
lisbers.  The  catalogues  of  Mr.  Tbiphook  arcj  many  of  them^  of  ab« 
•olnte  necessity  to  the  Collector ;  since  the  titles  and  colophons  are 
printed  at  length  with  great  accuracy  ;  and  I  may  ftdriy  say^  that,  M 
few  places  of  sale  have  I  seen  such  copies  of  Old  Engikh  PhxMogy  m 
In  Mr.  Triphook*s  repository.  The  collection  of  Mr.  Triphook  il 
now  meigad  in  that  of  his  partnem^  whose  names  appear  in  the  titiiS 
PAoa  of  this  work  3  and  it  may  be  triumphantly  affinned>  that  the 
catalogue  of  Messrs.  Habdino,  Triphook,  and  Lspahd,  takes  pre- 
cedence of  ALL  on  the  score  of  nun^bers :  for  not  fewer  than  hoenfy- 
teem  Hwiuand  and  Jifty seven  articles  form  the  grand  total  of  works, 
in  ilhe  oqiine  of  sale,  at  the  Tbmplb  op  the  Musss  !  Apolk>  and  ^e 
Nine  were  never  kept  in  such  a  constant  state  of  activity  as  these 
spirited  Bibliqpolists  keep  them — equally  to  the  surprise  and  advan- 
tage of  the  lettered  world. 

Mr.TnoBPjB  is  indeed  a  man  of  might.  His  achievements  at  Book- 
mle$  are  occasionally  described  in  the  ensuing  pages.  It  is  his  Catd- 
lognet  of  which  I  am  here  to  treat.  They  are  of  never  ceasing  produc- 
tion :  thronged  with  the  treasures  which  he  has  gallantly  borne  off,  at 
the  point  of  his  lance,  in  many  a  hard  day*s  fight,  in  the  Pali-Mall  and 
Waterioo-Place  arenas.  But  these  conquests  are  no  sooner  obtained, 
than  the  public  receives  an  account  of  them  3  and  during  the  last 
year  only,  his  Catalogues,  in  three  parts,  now  before  me,  comprise 
not  fewer  than  sbventsbn  thousand  nine  hundbed  and  Ftf^tr  ninb 
articles.  What  a  scale  of  buying  and  selling  does  this  ftict  alone 
evince !  But  in  this  present  year,  two  Parts  have  already  appeared, 
containing  upwards  of  12,000  articles.  Nor  is  this  all.  On  the  ^th 
day  of  Sqitember,  in  the  year  of  our  Xrord  1823,  there  appeared  ^e 
most  marvellous  phenomenon  ever  witnessed  in  the  annals  of  Biblio- 
POLISM.  The  Times  Newspaper  had  four  of  the  five  columns  of  its  last 
page  occupied  by  an  Advebtiskmknt  of  Mr.  Thorpe,  .cputaining 
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Bhcmld  however  be  always  borae  in  mind  that  the 
condition  of  a  book  will  materially  regulate,  its 
price. 

It  remains  therefore,  only  to  indulge  a  rational  but 
an  ardent  hope,  that  the  work  now  before  the  reader, 
and  intended  as  a  Guide  to  the  Young  and  a  Comfort 
to  the  Old^  may  be  crowned  with  that  success^  which 
has  been  sought  for  in  a  most  anxious  and  unceas- 
ing examination  of  materials  for  the  last  two  years ; 
and  of  which  nearly  as  much  has  been  kept  back  as 
brought  forward.  For  a  toil  of  this  nature,  I  can 
most  nnfeignedly  avow  that  no  pecuniary  reward  is 
likely  to  be  commensurate.  Every  thing  that  a  libe- 
ral spirit  could  devise,  on  the  part  of  my  Publishers, 
has  been  promptly  conceded ;  but  I  look  for  eventual 
and  substantial  remuneration  only  in  the  generous 

the  nid  Part  of  his  Catalogue  for  that  year.f  On  a  moderate  compu- 
tation^ this  Advertisement  comprised  eleven  hundred  and  ttoemty  Unes. 
The  effect  was  extraordinary.  Many  wondered,  and  some  remon- 
strated :  hut  Mr.  Thorpe  was  Master  of  his  own  mint,  and  he  never 
mentions  the  circumstance  but  with  perfect  confidence,  and  even 
gaiety  of  heart,  at  its  success  ! 

If  Mr.  BoBN  be  the  last,  he  is  not  the  least,  of  enterprising  and 
successful  3}bliopolists.  His  Catalogue,  in  two  parts,  contains  not 
fewer  than  14,614  articles.  These  articles  are  chiefly  books  in 
foreign  languiiges  :  and  Mr.  Bohn*8  knowledge  of  the  German  lan- 
guage has  enabled  him  to  translate  Fuhrmanns  work  on  the  Greek 
and  Latin  Classics  with  considerable  advantage.  But  bibliographers 
and  critics  have  been  liberally  consulted ;  and  in  the  department  of 
JPhdoUgy  and  Miscellames,  there  are  some  volumes  worth  the  cunning 
investigation  of  lovers  of  literary  rarities.  The  whole  catalogue  is  a 
proof  of  unwearied  diligence  in  description,  and  commendable  taste  in 
collection. 


ff' fie  hatjast  publftlied  another  CaUlognei  containing:  16716  article*.] 
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sympathies  of  the  "  Youno,*'  and  the  well-weighed 
approbation  of  the  ''  Old.** 


Wyndham  Place, 
Jug.  9,  1884. 


%*  I  just  learn  that  the  Dkary  of  Samukl  Pbpts  (aee  il^  Iq^  pf 
this  Work)  is  nearly  completed  at  press.  It  will  contain  aboo^  ten  or 
a  dozen  well  executed  portraits  $  and  the  work^  ia  two  quiunto,  Tolttme8|» 
win  be  doubtless  i^  popular  companion  to  BoeUftCe  Memoirs. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


It  is  upwards  of  ax  years,  since,  on  quitting  the  ancient  city 
of  Batisbcm,  (in  the  way  to  Nuremberg)  I  paused  upon  the 
smnmit  of  a' high  hill,  about  a  short  English  mile  from  thence, 
which  commands  a  beautiful  view  of  the  course  of  the  Danube. 
kM  the  traveller  quits  this  hill,  in  the  same  route,  he  takes  a  final 
leave  of  the  same  river :  but  if  he  have  any  senfiilnlities  which 
are  likely  to  be  awakened  by  a  view  of  Nature,  in  one  of  her  most 
interestiDg  forms,  he  will  not  fail  to  cast  a  fond  and  frequent 
look  upon  the  view  in  question :  which  is  at  once  fertile,  varied, 
and  picturesque. 

I  spent  a  short  twenty  minutes  upon  the  summit  of  thb  hill: 
ad  requested  the  postillion  to  make  me  acquainted  with  the 
ames  of  the  different  little  villages  and  chateaus  with  which  the 
hnks  of  the  Danube  are,  in  this  ndghbourhood,  so  plentifully 
Wadded :  while^  to  the  right,  the  massive  fragments  of  antiquity, 
togeAer  with  the  turrets  and  towers,  of  Ratisbon,  rose  with  a 
ffoad  and  contrasting  effect.  I  seemed  to  rejcHce  in  the  prospect 
kfimme;  and  wished  for  a  farm  upon  this  sweep  of  meadow, 
•r  a  villa  upon  that  undulating  summit  The  grapes  were  now 
ripwrng  apace;  and  the  joys  of  the  coming  vintage  seemed  to 
ppe  to  every  ol:gect  a  ruddier  hue,  and  to  animate  every  Rustic 
a  fivdier  flow  of  qmts.  I  was  revelling  in  the  picture  of 
which  my  fancy  readily  drew,  when  the  explanation 
tf  die  fnariHinfij  conveyed  through  the  servant  who  attended 
a  mdancholy  tone  of  colouring  over  this  scene  of  pros- 
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pective  happiness.  "  The  River,  Sir,"  (observed  the  interpreter) 
"  frequently  overflows  its  banks,  and  destroys  the  labours  of  the 
"  husbandman ;  the  houses  are  sometimes  swept  away  in  the 
**  course  of  the  inundation :  the  cattle  perish  :  and  the  vine  is 
"  rooted  up  by  the  rushing  waters.  Yonder  scene,  now  so  plea- 
**  sing  from  the  certain  prospect  of  an  abundant  harvest,  is  fre- 
*^  quently  visited  by  desolation  and  affliction —  while  the  walls  and 
**  ramparts  of  the  city  protect  the  inhabitants  from  the  wide 
**  waste  of  deluge  by  which  the  country  is  overwhelmed/^ 

This  brief  but  impressive  dialogue  had  nearly  escaped  my 
recollection  . .  till,  of  late,  and  especially  at  the  present  moment, 
it  presented  itself  to  me  in  a  variety  of  ways.  In  sitting  down  to 
the  composition  of  this  Work,  in  which  my  principal  object  is  to 
be  of  USE  to  my  countrymen — if  not  to  the  readers  of  other 
countries,  I  could  not  but  reflect  how  forcibly  the  picture  of 
nature,  as  seen  at  Ratisbon,  was  emblematical  of  that  of  human 
EXISTENCE,  For,  first,  we  may  consider  the  principles,  passions, 
and  prejudices  of  mankind  as  represented  by  the  course  of  the 
Danube.  When  kept  within  bounds,  that]'river  brings  fertility 
and  abundance ;  when  it  overflows  its  banks,  ruin  and  desolation 
too  frequently  ensue.  The  inference  is  obvious.  Secondly,  as^ 
the  strong,  walls  and  ramparts  of  Ratisbon  protect  its  inhabitaati 
from  the  ill  effects  of  the  flooding  of  the  river,  so  the  sound 
instruction  and  good  advice,  instilled  into  the  minds  of  young 
people — and  not  lost  sight  of  by  such  as  are  "  of  riper  years''— 
generally  protect  them  from  that  most  dreadful  of  all  hunum 
visitations,  the  inundation  of  vicious  thoughts  and  immoral 
habits.  As  are  the  walls  of  Ratisbon  against  the  evil  effects  of 
the  overflowing  Danube,  so  are  good  books  against  the  influencft 
of  pemidous  writings. 
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DIVINITY. 

I  H  K  source  of  all  moral  excellence  must  be  sought 
flir  in  the  truths  and  consolations  of  Religion. 
Hence  I  devote  the  first  chapter  of  this  %iibesxp  €om- 
pniOII  to  a  brief  account  of  such  works,  as,  among 
others^  may  be  of  service  to  the  Young,  and  of  comfort 
to  the  Old,  in  their  choice  of  publications  relating 
to  the  Inspirbd  Writings. 

A  word  or  two,  however,  by  way  of  preliminary 
observation.  I  must  suppose  my  *^  Young  Collector** 
to  have  received  a  classical,  or  competent  education ; 
whether  followed  up  by  "  University  Instruction,"  is 
a  matter  upon  which  I  cannot  venture  to  speak  deci^ 
dedly — although,  questionless,  if  it  be  so,  the  better 
for  himself.  Yet  it  may  be  observed  that  several 
of  our  fomous  Collectors  have  never  heard  the  echo  of 
their  footsteps  within  the  cloisters  of  a  college.  Pre- 
fBimUa  to  eithw  a  claaaical  education,  or  the  instroe- 
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tions  of  a  University^  is  the  possession  of  a  sound 
conscience  and  right  judgment  in  all  things ;  and 
though  this  latter  observation  may  be  considered  as 
begging  the  question,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  we 
frequently  witness  their  good  effects,  without  stop- 
ping to  enquire  how  they  were  attained,  and  witliont 
disbelieving  that  they  may  be  easy  of  attainment.  It  is 
fitting,  however,  that  I  should  caution  such  Collector^ 
in  the  verv  outset  of  his  book-career,  not  ta  be  led 
away  by  any  of  those  meteor-like  manias  which  some* 
times  possess  very  intelligent  men,  and  bring  disgrace 
upon  the  good  old  cause  of  Bibliophi(.ism.  Especially 
let  him  beware  of  confining  himself  exclusively,  or 
imperatively— of  sacrificing  all  his  time  and  attention 
— ^his  rest,  and,  as  it  were,  comfort  of  mind — ^to  one 
distinguishing,  or  caprici(ms,hra,nch  of  collection  more 
than  another :  because  the  most  prudent  of  men  can* 
scarcely  refrain  from  committing  many  errors  in  the 
indulgence  of  such  a  passion.  All  violent  impulses,  ef 
^whatever  kind,  are  necessarily  short-lived.  Let  both 
the  student  and  collector  regulate  his  passions  as 
soberly  as  possible ;  but  such  regulation  by  no  means 
implies  coldness  or  indifference.  Let  zeal  never 
slacken — ^but  let  judgment  always  step  in  to  modify 
it :  and  when  a  very  choice,  or  curious,  or  supposed 
unique,  article  presents  itself,  let  the  courage  only  be 
screwed  to  its  sticking  place,  so  as  not  to  fear  even 
the  competitorship  of  *****  in  the  acquisition 
of  it !  I  am  the  more  anxious  respecting  this  branch, 
of  the  subject,  because,  as  on  the  one  hand  I  do  not 
like  to  see  a  generous  young  character  on  a  sudden 
frozen  into  parsimony,  bordering  upon  avarice; 
so,  on  the  other,  I  am  exceedingly  desirous  that  all 
book-pursuits  should  have  a  consistent  and  satuffac*. 
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fory  result:  that  there  should  be  no  shifting  and 
changing,  and  ^^  bringing  to  market'*  those  fruits 
which  are  only,  as  it  were,  of  yesterday's  gathering. 

There  is  nothing  that  brings  down  heavier  and 
JQSter  censure  upon  a  Young  Collector,  than  this  early 
and  precipitate  separation  from  such  companions  of 
Us  private  hours ;  who  appear  to  have  been  invited 
into  his  study  to-day,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  be 
tamed  out  of  doors  to-morrow.  Consider  well — and 
weigh  the  probable  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
your  choice,  maturely  —  before  you  purchase  ;  but 
having  purchased,  as  the  result  of  such  conviction,  be 
kind  and  courteous  towards  those  whom  you  have 
thus  admitted  to  be  your  Cabinet  Counsellers;  for, 
(at  old  Richard  de  Bury  says)  ^^  they  will  instruct 
yon  without  harshness,  and  correct  you  without 
stripes.'**  I  have  known  many  instances  of  extreme 
fbUy  on  this  score;  and  have  seen  shelves  covered,  this 
season,  with  Chronicles,  —  which,  during  the  next, 
have  been  filled  by  Dekkers,  Greenes,  and  Har- 
V£Y8  ;'t  and,  still  more  ruthless  act !  have  found  old 

*  Concerning  this  £&vourite  author,  consult  the  Bibliomania  and 
KhBographical  Decameron.  A  pleasing  and  instructive  picture  of 
LiBBJUKT  CovroBTS  b  drawn  in  Mr.  D*  Israeli*s  Literary  Character, 
^96L  U.  ob^  xxi.  If  I  could  envy  any  man,  or  men,  thqir  past  lives, 
it  were  Gbolibb,  Peibbsc,  and  De  Thou. 

t  To  which  add,  the  works  of  Tom  Nash.  These  were  celebrated 
writers  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  3  and  wrote  pieces  of  drollery,  satire, 
and  lampoon.  Harvey  was  the  bitter  opponent  of  Nash.  At  the 
sales  of  Pearson,  Steevens,  Reed  and  Bindley,  some  of  these  pieces 
bmught  inordinate  prices :  but  at  that  of  the  late  Mr.  Perry,  these 
fiices  were  considerably  diminished.  Respecting  the  authors,  con- 
jndt  fi«to)houVs  Biographia  LUeraria,  Beloe's  Anecdotes  oj  Lite^ 
tfajiu%^,^jyi8raeW$  Calamities  of  Authors ;  and,  for  the  editions  of  some 
of  their  works,  the  British  Bibliographer,  and  Watt's  Bibliographia 


*  DIVINITY. 

Roger  Ascbam's  prophecy  abundantly  fulfilled  — *  by 
the  dispersion  of  Biblbs  for  the  admission  Of  R&«* 
MANCEs.*  These  are  mischievous  results^  and  should 
be  avoided. 

Without  further  preface,  therefore^  I  proceed  to  thi 
recommendation  of  those  books  in  which  the  Wor1>  oi 
God,  or  the  Sacred  Text,  is  contained  with  every  pos«- 
sible  advantage  bestowed  upon  it  from  the  piety 
learning,  and  research  of  man.  Of  course,  I  speak  of 
Editions  of  the  Bible.    And  first  of 


POLYGLOT  BIBLES. 

These  have  been  always  considered  as  the  founda- 
tion stones  of  a  theological  collection ;  but  the  ordi- 
nary Collector  will  do  well  to  rest  satisfied  with  the 
possession  of /m?o  out  of  the  four,  of  such  publications 
of  Holy  Writ :  namely,  with  the  Jirst  Polyglot  Bible, 

Britannica,  Several  very  uncommon  pieces  of  Dekker  wiU  be  found 
in  the  *'  Catalogue  of  the  singular  and  curious  Library  of  Sir  Robert 
Gordon,  of  Gordonstoun/'  sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Cochrane  in  1816  : 
see  nos.  771-777.  Mr.  Heber  possesses,  I  believe,  the  most  cofOt' 
plete  collection  of  the  works  of  this  coarse,  but  clever,  writer. 

*  Ascham*s  words  are  these : — "  I  know  when  God's  Bible  wes 
banished  the  court,  and  La  MorteiArfhure  received  into  the  Princess 
chamber."  The  worthy  Ascham  is  most  vehement  against  this 
Romance,  which  has  lately  been  twice  reprinted  in  a  duodecimo 
form,  with  cuts.  Of  this  reprint,  all  the  exceptionable  passages 
are  omit/ed  in  one  edition  5  in  the  other  they  are  retomed  .'—and^ 
shame  to  say  !  this  latter  is  the  more  saleable  impression.  A  littie 
before,  Ascham  says,  ''  Ten  Sermons  at  Pauleys  Crosse  do  not  bo 
much  good  for  moving  men  to  true  doctrine,  as  one  of  those  bo<^ 
do  harm,  with  enticing  men  to  ill  living."  Schoolmaster;  by  Benneti, 
4to.  p.  $53-4. 
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pttblidied  at  Alcala^  in  1514*22 ;  6  vob.  folio ;  and 
with  Xh^fourthy  published  at  London  in  1657^  in  the 
same  number  of  volumes^  of  which  the  famous  Brian 
Walton  was  the  principal  editor.*    The  Lexicon  of 

*  Of  the  Polyglot  of  Cardinal  Xihenes>  there  are  three  copies 
printed  upon  vellxjm  :  one  is  in  the  Vatican,  and  one  was  formerly  in 
the  library  of  the  Capuchins  of  Montefiascone :  the  thirds  formerly 
bdonpng  to  the  Cardinal  himself,  and  which  was  more  recently  in 
the  collections  of  Pinelli  and  Count  Macarthy>  is  now  in  the  library 
of  George  Hibbert>  Esq.  of  Portland  Place.  Mr.  Hibbert  has  dis* 
possessed  it  of  the  comparatively  inappropriate  binding  in  which  it 
was  clothed  by  De  Rome^  when  in  possession  of  the  County  and  has 
clad  it  in  a  magniBcent  vestment  of  dark  blue  morocco^  under  the 
skilful  hands  of  C.  Lewis.  It  is  barely  possible  to  view  these 
volumes  without  feeling  a  justifiable  pride  that  they  are  the  property 
of  an  Englishman.  I  should  apprehend  that  the  ^ne&i  paper  copy  in 
the  worlds  is  that  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris  5  it  had  belonged 
to  Henri  II.  and  Diane  de  Poictiers  :  but  a  copy  of  remarkable  beauty 
was  sold  at  the  sale  of  Meerman's  books  for  65Z.  Its  ordinary  price 
isS6L 

Of  the  Polyglot  of  Walton,  the  large  paper  copies  are  so  rare^ 
that  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  sale  of  one  within  the  last  twenty 
or  even  thirty  years.  But  yet  scarcer  than  these>  is  the  large  paper 
of  the  Lexicon  of  Castell.  Indeed,  at  this  moment^  my  recollection 
famishes  me  only  with  four  such  copies :  one  in  St.  John's  Coll. 
library  at  Cambridge  ;  a  second,  in  the  Library  of  St.  Paul's  Cathe- 
dralj  a  third,(of extraordinary  condition)in the Archicpiscopal Library 
afc  Lambeth  \  and  a  fourth,  in  the  British  JNluscum.  The  history  of 
the  rise  and  progress  of  this  matchless  work  is  ably  given  by  my 
friend  the  Rev.  Mr.  Todd,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of 
iht  Right  Rev,  Brian  TValton,  1S21.  8vo.  2  vols.  It  is  scarcely  a 
twelvemonth  ago,  since  I  saw,  at  Mr.  Lawford's,  in  Squibb's  Passage, 
a  copy  of  the  ordinary  paper  of  Walton's  Polyglot,  with  iwo  or  three 
estrabeadSj  containing  an  original,  circular  Letter,  prefixed,  exhort- 
mg  the  public  to  an  encouragement  of  the  work,  (see  Todd's  Mem,  of 
Walton,  vol.  i.  p.  49.)  and  signed  by  WiUton,  and  other  learned  men. 
I  think  five  guineas  were  demanded  for  this  particular,  and  not  incu- 
rious document  j  and  thirty  guineas  for  the  copy  of  the  work  exclu« 
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Castell  is  an  indispensable  acoompanimettt  jof  IdMl 
latter  work. 
And  let  bim,  if  tbis  cannot  be  obtained  in  its  original 

J .' 

dvdy.t  Mr.  Payne,  in  his  last  catalogue,  marks  a  fine  oopj  altht 
same  price.  So  does  Mr.  Bohn.  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co.  mndka 
copy  at  212. :  Cat,  1822.  no.  5777*  Messrs.  Rivington  and  Coduan^ 
at  the  moment  of  penning  this,  justly  boast  of  possessing  not  ftwer 
than  eight  copies  of  this  Polyglot  of  Walton,  a  thing  peritapt  unpa- 
ralleled in  the  annals  of  bibliopolism.  Mr.  Thorpe,  in  a  reoent  cate* 
logue,  marks  a  copy,  containing  both  TBaPRBPACBst  (the  royil  and 
the  republican),  at  452.  ^  "  a  remarkably  fine  copy,  voy  Btrong,  and 
neatly  bound  in  russia."  But  such  a  copy  is  not  unique.  Mr.  Hihbcrt 
has  a  similar  one,  with  the  Original  Dedication,  and  the  rare  effitkMi 
of  the  ''  original  Jdvertisetnent ;'*  as  copied  by  Mr.  Todd,voL  L  p.<S8. 
The  rage  for  republican  copies  has  a  good  deal,  if  not  entirdjj  ald^ 
sided ;  and  I  suspect  that  copies  of  this  description  are  as  cotUBWit 
as  those  called  royal  copies.  Even  in  the  solitude  of  Worlinghnm^' 
(the  seat  of  the  late  Robert  Sparrow,  Esq.  in  Sufiblk)  I  discovered  a 
republican  copy,  bound  in  blue  morocco,  and  ruled  with  red  Unes  j 
which  had  once  belonged  to  "  P.  de  Cardonnel.*'  The  Dbdicatioii 
to  King  Charles  II.  is  the  really  rare  thing  to  possess :  and  yetj  what 
will  be  the  surprise  of  the  reader  to  learn,  that  this  bibUographioil 
keimeUan,  wanting  in  most  of  the  laige  paper  copies,  is  to  be  found  fai 
a  copyj  on  small  paper,  in  the  library  of  Bamburgh  Castle  in  Nor- 
thumberland ?§   I  am  indebted  to  my  young  and  ardent  book-lofving 


t  If  I  mistake  not,  this  copy  was  purchased  by  a  common  joomejrmBa  8ho9- 
naker ;  who  had  contiired  to  snatch  inteirals,  from  his  arduoos  and  almost  inoei- 
lant  occnpation,  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew 
languages. 

t  A  copy,  more  than  perfect,  necessarily  supposes  another  copy  Um  than  perfect 
Nor  is  it  probable  that  the  imperfect  copy  should  be  also  the  property  of  the  Ownsr 
of  the  perfect  copy< — for  who,  in  the  possession  of  his  senses,  would  inflict  sndi  pun- 
ishment upon  BO  valuable  a  work  as  that  of  the  Polyglot  of  Walton,  for  the  men 
capricious  purpose  of  having  another  copy  tnore  than  perfect  ?  Be  (his  at  it  may, 
it  is  certain  that,  in  the  library  of  Salisbury  Cathedral,  there  is  a  copy  of  this  very 
Polyglot,  with  the  portrait,  frontispiece,  preface,  and  prolegomena,  clean  cut 
Awar.  Such  a  frightful  act  of  bookHipoliation  is,  fortunately,  rarely  to  be  wU* 
IMMed.    It  seems,  however,  not  to  have  been  of  recent  perpetration. 

%  This  library,  a  most  curious  and  valuable  one,  and  of  which  there  is  a  printed 
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Md  entire  form^  content  himself  mth  Michaelis's 
improved  edition  of  the  Sjfriac  and  Hebrew  portions 
tf  it,  pat  forth  in  1788^  in  2  folio  volumes^  which  may 
be  procured  for  somewhere  about  2/.  Yet  if^  from 
laetives  of  economy,  or  a  want  of  opportunity,  or  of 
fioiiosity,  neither  of  the  foregoing  Polyglot  Bibles  be 
itjtainable,*  I  esteem  him  neither  an  incurious  nor  an 

fikod  Mr.  W.  C.  Trerelyan  (of  University  College,  Oxford)  for  iStas, 
WfA  many  other  carious  pieces  of  bibliographical  intelligence.  I  dis- 
eoveredl^  abroad>  two  copies  with  this  original  Dedication :  one  at 
StuHpirt,  and  the  other  in  the  library  of  the  Arsenal  at  Fftris :  and 
11  nay  be  leen  in  the  huge  paper  copies  at  St.  Faol's,  Lambeth,  and 
in  the  BiHiah  Mnseum.  It  is  evidently  an  ttfter  production :  printed 
baTcrydifierent  type  fW)m  what  is  seen  in  other  parts  of  the  volume. 
Colbart*!  copy  on  large  paper,  in  his  Migesty's  library,  does  not 
pcMMM  H.  Nor  does  the  extraordinary  similar  copy  in  Earl  Spenoer^a 
Libniry  at  Althorp. 

*  Of  coarse  I  pass  by  the  Polyglot  Bibles  of  Planting  Huttek^ 
Lb  Jat>  &C.1  as  these  are  now  considered  to  be  purely  secondary^  if 
BOi  almost  entirely  useless.  But  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  learn, 
that  there  did  exist>  and  yet  doet  exist,  a  copy  of  Plantings  exquisitely 
pffiated  Polyglot^  upon  vellum,  in  the  library  of  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
il  Tniin.  This  copy  was  described  by  the  Marquis  Scipio  Mafiei,  in 
Us  aceoantof  that  library,  in  a  letter  to  Apostolo  Zeno.  He  described 
it  as  in  eleven  volumes,  with  the  12th  and  13th  upon  paper ;  with 
te  following  inscription,  in  letters  of  gold,  upon  the  cover  of  the 
first  volume  :  *^  Emanueli  Sabaud,  Dud,  Biblior,  exemplar  purum  xi. 
torn,  in  Memhr.  PhiUppus  IL  Hispan.  Rex  Cognato  ac  Fratri  chariss, 
mcrum  munus,  mdlxxiii.*'  Mem,  of  Literature,  vol.  v.  p.  393.  Ano- 
flier  yellnm  copy  is  mentioned  in  the  BibUog,  Decameron,  vol.  ii.  154 ; 
hot  Mr.  V.  Praet^  in  his  charming  Catalogue  of  vellum  books  in  the 
Royal  Library  at  Paris,  has  mentioned  several.  The  Polyglot  of 
Hotter,  published  in  1599,  in  six  folio  volumes,  demands  a  more  par- 
ticular detail.     1  have  already  {Introd.  to  the  Gassics,  voL  i.  p.  31-3) 


cMilofne  in  4to.  was  bequeathed  to  the  Castle  by  the  late  Dr.  John  Sharp,  a  pre- 
bendary of  Durham,  Archdeacon  of  Northumberland,  &c.  &c.  He  died  in  1792. 
Bf  was  a  wugn^lctni  character  in  every  thing  he  did.    But  of  him,  hereafter. 
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ttiilia{i|)y  CoUeotoi^  ^o  sbsdl  have  possessed  hinxudf 
of  the  fow-^tongued  Bible*  d  Reineccius,  published  at 
L^psic  in  1750^  in^  folio  volumes.  But  it  Is  due  to 
the  enterprising  spirit  of  Mr.  Bagster^  the  bookselleik 
as  well  as  to  that  of  his  learned  coadjutors^  to  notice 

noticed  the  contents^  and  the  rarity^  of  a  perfSect  copy  of  this  mngalu 
work  i  and  Mr.  Bohn  the  bookseller^  availing  himself  of  the  authori- 
ties I  before  referred  to,  naturally  and  pardonably^  exults  in  the  posr 
session  of  "  an  uncommonly  beautiful  cppy^  elegantly  bound  in  vellum, 
complete  m  every  particular*'— -which,  in  his  last  catalogue  of  1820, 
no.  4397,  he  marks  at  361,  As  an  apparent  justification,  Mr.  Boha 
adds,  that  ''  there  does  not  appear  to  exist  a  single  complete  copy  in 
any  of  the  foreign  public  libraries ;  and  in  England,  the  one  now 
submitted  is  decidedly  unique.*'  These  are  rather  bold  words  to 
wake  public.  No  one,  nor  one  score  of  men,  can  know  what  i^ 
or  is  not,  in  all  the  foreign  public  libraries  5  and  I  make  little  doubt 
that  Passau,  Bamberg,  Wurtzburg,  and  Nuremberg  each  contains  fi 
perfect  copy  of  old  £lias  Mutter's  many-tongued  labours.  In  one 
of  the  places  (I  think  it  was  at  Bambeig  or  Wurtzburg)  I  was  tolc^ 
on  quitting  Nuremberg,  that  there  was  a  church  (of  course  not  ap- 
plied to  purposes  of  divine  worship)  wholly  filled  with  books — 
even  to  within  a  few  feet  of  the  roof  3  and  was  not  Hutter*s  Polyglot 
in  aU  probability  among  them  ? 

Nor  can  it  with  safety  be  said  what  is,  or  is  not,  in  the  numerous 
0nd  richly  stored  libraries  of  England.  When  Hutter  put  forth  his 
Pblygot»  it  was  the  dawn  of  biblical  criticism  in  our  country  3  and 
many  would  have  been  eager  to  possess  his  work.  We  had  mighty 
.men»  in  every  way,  even  at  that  time,  engaged  in  the  study  and  dis- 
semination of  the  Sacked  Text.  The  mid-day  efiFiilgence  of  such 
labours  appeared  in  the  Polyglot  of  Brian  Walton.  Mr.  Bohn 
marks  a  copy  of  the  Paris  Polyglot  of  1649,  at  21/.  Let  ^'  the 
yoimg*'  and  "  the  old"  beware  how  they  purchase  a  copy  at  Paris, 
either  on  the  Boulevards  or  Quai  des  Augustins,  for  one  half  of  that 
sum^-if  it  be  imported  into  England. 

•  Hebrew,  Latin,  Greek,  and  German :  the  Hebrew  has  Schmid*s 
Latin  version — the  Greek  is  from  Grabe's  edition  of  the  Alexandrine 
MS.  and  the  German  is  from  the  last  revision  of  Luther*s  text  by 
Luther  himself  in  1544-6. 
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tfaet  oommodtoits  «id  highly  mefal  Piolyglot  Btble^ 
wivch  has  be«n  recently  published  by  him-^b  a  Varf^ 
ety  of  foimt — in  the  Hebrew,  Hebrew^Samariia% 
Oredc,  Latin  f^tdgaie,  Syriac,  and  English  texts*^ 

Of  Bibles  published  in  a  separate  language^  I  shall 
proceed  to  give  a  list,  in  the  order  in  which  they  ap« 
peafed  in  print. 


BIBLES  IN  THE  LATIN  LANGUAGE. 

I  must  begin  by  advising^  upon  this  and  every  other 
department  of  literature,  whether  sacred  or  proiane» 
that  the  Collector  always  procure,  when  practicable^ 
the  FIRST  EpmoN  of  every  work  of  impcM'tance  and 
popalarity.  But  it  will  frequently  h^pen  that,  of 
some  works,  even  of  the  highest  importance^  there  will 
be  strong  doubts  about  its  first  appearance  in  print ; 
and  when,  in  the  absence  of  a  positive  date,  we  are 
compelled  to  judge  of  its  priority  from  collaterdl  cir* 
cumstances.  Thus,  in  the  very  department  at  present 
xmder  consideration,  we  have  only  collateral,  but  most 
indisputable,  evidence  of  the  earliest  edition  of  the 
Sacrbd  Text — not  only  in  the  Latin,  but  in  any  other, 
language.  That  first  edition  is  assuredly  the  impres- 
sion  printed  in  a  large,  square,  gothic  type,  of  which 

♦  A  great  number  of  copies  of  this  Bible — printed  with  stereotype 
plates, — ^was  destroyed  in  a  fire  which  consumed  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Bag8ter*8  premises  in  Paternoster-row  in  the  year  1822.  The  plates, 
however,  were  preserved.  A  good  account  of  the  plan  of  this  Poly- 
glot may  be  seen  in  Mr.  Todd*s  Biography  of  Walton,  vol.  i.  335-9. 
At  the  same  time  was  published  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England^ 
in  eight  languages,  to  be  sold  and  bound  up  with  this  Polyglot :  in 
the  same  yariety  of  forms. 
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I  have  already  published  a  fac-simile^*  and  whicb 
disting^hes  this  Bible^  vulgarly  called  the  MazarimJe 
BiUeyf  on  account  of  a  copy  of  it  being  found  by  Dct 
Bure  in  the  library  of  the  famous  Cardinal  Mazarin^ 
better  known  as  the  Bibiioth^que  des  Quatre  Na- 
tions^l  attached  to  the  Institute  of  France.  The  "  coL« 
lateral  but  indisputable  evidence"  is  this.  The  editioa 
is  destitute  of  a  printed  date.  Some^  in  consequence, 
supposed  it  to  be  as  old  as  the  year  1440 ;  and  others, 
1450.  At  length  two  copies  were  found  in  the  Royal 
Library  of  France ;  one  upon  paper,  the  other  upon 
VBLLUM  :$  upon  the  margin  of  the  paper  copy  was  an 
inscription  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  time,  purporting 
that  copy  to  have  been  '^  iUumincUed,  bound,  and  per^ 
fected  hy  Henry  Cremer,  vicar  of  the  Collegiate  Church 
of  St.  Stephen  of  Mentz,  in  the  year  1456,  on  the/east 
of  the  Assumption  of  the  glorious  Virgin  MaryT 

From  this  evidence,  it  is  clear  that  the  Bible  in 
question  M^as  printed  in  the  year  1456 ;  and  it  is  pro^ 
bable  that  it  was  printed  in  the  preceding  year:  It  is 
possible  even  that  it  may  have  been  printed  in  1450^ 
Indeed,  from  the  testimony  of  Ulric  Zel,  detailed  in 
the  Cologne  Chronicle  of  1499,  ||  it  is  most  probable 
that  this  was  the  very  Bible  which  they  began  to  print 
"  in  the  Jubilee  year  of  1450."    At  least,  there  is  no 

*  B\hL  Spenceriana,  vol.  i.  p.  3-6. 

t  The  bibliogn^hicai  history  of  this  Bible  may  be  said  to  be  weU 
nigh  e3Lhausted  in  a  Disquisition  published  upon  it  in  Mr.  Valpy's 
Ckuncal  Journal,  vol.  iv.  p.  471-484. 

X  See  this  identical  copy  described  in  the  Bibliographical  Tour, 
vol.  ii.  p.  364-5. 

§  fioth  these  copies  are  noticed  in  the  Tour,  vol.  ii.  p.  253-5. 

II  This  is  a  very  uncommon  book — even  in  Germany.  An  account 
of  it,  together  with  a  translation  of  the  passage  relating  to  the  above 
Bible,  will  be  found  in  the  Bibl  Spenceriana,  vol.  iii.  p.  281-4. 
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ttiber  an<^nt  Bible  which  so  completely  answers  to 
the  description  therein  ^ven^  as  the  present.  It  fol- 
Vtws^  therefore,  that  this  is  not  only  the  first  edition  of 
the  Sacred  Text,  in  any  language,  but  that  it  is  the 
▼BRY  7IR8T  BOOK  printed  with  metal  types.  Those^ 
who  have  not  seen  it^  can  form  little  notion  of  the 
beauty  and  regularity  of  the  press  work,  and  of  the 
magnificent  appearance  of  the  volumes.  They  exhibit 
a  masterpiece  of  art,  and  a  miracle  in  their  way; 
shewing  that  the  infancy  and  maturity  of  the  art  of 
printing  were  almost  simultaneous.  I  am  both  prompt 
and  prond  to  record,  that  no  country  in  the  world 
contains  more,  if  so  many  copies,  of  it — ^as  our  own : 
while  tbat^  upon  vellum,. in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
George  Nicol,  bookseller  to  his  late  Majesty,  is  the 
admiration  and  envy  of  Collectors.  * 

In  purchasing  this  impression,  the  Collector  is  quite 
sure  to  have  the  Editio  Princeps  of  the  Sacred  Text 
in  the  Latin  tongue.  The  version  is  the  Vulgate,  or 
Aat  of  which  St.  Jerom  is  allowed  to  be  the  author. 
Of  the  most  ancient,  or  Italic  version^  this  is  not  the 

*■  It  may  surprise  foreigners,  and  even  Mr.  Ebert,  of  Dresden,  him- 
lelfj  thai  I  should  call  this  book  by  no  means  of  Xh^frst  degree  of 
rarity.  A  copy,  upon  paper,  will  be  found  in  the  Bodleian  library : 
and  in  the  private  collections  of  the  King,  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  Earl  Spencer,  Sir  G.  Shuckboro*,  Sir  M.  M. 
Sykes^  Mr.  G.  Hibbert,  Mr.  J.  Fuller,  and  Mr.  John  Lloyd :  upon 
TULUM,  it  will  be  found  in  the  library  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  T.  GrenviUe 
(from  the  Macarthy  collection)  and  in  that  of  Mr.  G.  Nicol.  fiut 
none  of  these  copies,  to  the  best  of  my  recoUection,  contain  the  two 
leaves  of  a  table,  or  rubrics,  which  are  noticed  in  the  Public  Library 
at  Munich  :  see  Tour,  vol.  iii.  p.  287.  It  is  rather  surprising  to  find 
BO  copy  of  this  important  edition  in  the  British  Museum.  The  fac- 
timiles  of  the  type  of  this  Bible,  inMasch,  scarcely  deserve  that  de* 
agnattoo. 
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place  to  aty  luay  thing.  A  fine  copijir  of  thifl  first  im^ 
pressioD  of  tlie  Vulgate  Text  may  be  worth  fi  hufiidra4 
and  fifty  goineas ;  but  it  has  been  recently  pushed  toi 
thirty  guineas  beyond  that  sum.*  A  yet  rarer  Bibler 
than  the  Mazarineand  published  indisputably  before 
that  with  the  printed  date  of  1462 — ^is  the  one»  execu« 
ted  in  a  yet  larger  character  than  the  preceding,  whicb 
is  supposed  to  have  been  printed  by  Pfister  at  Bamr- 
berg  about  the  year  146Q.  I  have  before  entered  so 
folly  into  the  bibliographical  history  of  this  exceed- 
ingly rare  impression^'f'  adding  a  fac-simile  of  the 
commencement  of  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis^  that 
nothing  farther  upon  the  subject  is  necessary  to  be 
here  advanced ;  except  that  we  may  be  qmte  confident 
of  the  date  of  this  Bible  being  1461,  at  latest — ^from  a 
coeval  inscription,  in  the  same  numbers,  in  a  copy  o£ 
it  which  belonged  to  Lord  Oxford,  and  which  is  now 
in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris4 

I  now  come  to  the  mention  of  the  favourite  early 
impression  of  the  Bible,  among  collectors,  with  the 
first  PRINTED  DATE  subjoiued.  I  mean,  the  edition 
put  forth  by  Fust  and  Schoiffher  at  Mentz,  in  the  year 
1462.  This  edition  exhibits  a  matchless  eflfort  of  the 
art  of  printing ;  and  is,  with  one  slight  exception,  the 
earliest  specimen  of  those  printers'  largest  secretary 
gpthic  type.  It  is  usually  found  upon  vellum  ;  and  I 

♦  The  copy  belongiog  to  the  late  Mr.  James  Perry  was  purchased  by 
Hia  R.H.  the  Duke  of  Sussex  for  160  guineas !  that  in  the  library  of 
the  late  Sir  M.  M.  Sykesj  Bart,  was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Rivington 
and  Cochrane  for  aSl89,  The  copies  in  the  possession  of  Earl  Spen- 
oer  and  John  FuUeo  Esq.  are  the  finest  which  I  ever  saw. 

f  BibL  Spenceriana,  yol«i.p.7-10.  With  the  exception  of  a  second 
Qppy,  in  the  Royal  Library,  I  know  of  no  other  copy  of  this  very 
rare  impression  in  the  country.    It  is  worth  sS^OO.  at  the  least, 

%  Tour,  vol.  11.  p.  S55. 
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think  I  may  Tentiiro  to  say  that  I  have  seen,  abrmdl 
and  at  iK^me,  nearer  thirty  than  twenty  copies  of  it» 
Upon  paper^  it  is  of  rarer  occuiTence ;  bat  a  fine  copy 
apon  Tellum  is  worth  at  least  double  one  upon  paper. 
l%cl  GoUector  may  fearlessly  advance  a  hundred 
gnineas  for  a  fine  and  perfect  membranaceous  copy.^ 
Fram  the  year  1462  to  the  end  of  the  Fifteenth  Cen- 
tory>  the  editions  of  the  Latin  Bible  may  be  consU 
dered^  literally,  as  innumerable  ;  and  generally  speak*- 
ing,  only  a  repetition  of  the  same  text.  I  therefore 
do  not  recommend  a  useless  and  interminable  labour 
in  collecting  editions  merely  because  they  happeu  to 
be  printed  before  the  year  1470  or  1480 :  but  two 
exceptions  may  be  made  in  a  pursuit  of  this  kindv 
First,  although  these  earlier  editions  are  entirely 
divested  of  critical  annotations,  and  the  text  of  one 

*  Among  the  finest  copies  of  this  celebrated  Bible  upomt  tsli«ux 
*  -*J  speak  only  of  sudi  as  I  have  seen— are  those  in  the  collections  of 
Cracherode^  Earl  Spencer^  Duke  of  Cassano  (the  Spencer  duplicate). 
Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  Messrs.  Hibbert,  Lloyd,  and  Watson  Taylor.  The 
Cradierode  copy  is  in  the  British  Museum.  Lord  Spencer*s  is  verj 
largej  bat  not  so  white  as  was  the  Duke  di  C«issano*s  copy — purchaied 
by  his  Lordship,  and  sold  at  the  sale  of  his  duplicates  in  18S1.  Meflsm 
Payne  and  Foss  were  the  purchasers  of  this  copy>  and  I  find  itniArkiod 
by  them  at  the  reasonable  sum  of  d£^130.  in  their  catalogue  of  1823, 
00.  4708.  Mr.  John  Lloyd  is  in  possession  of  Mr.  £dwards*s  copy. 
Hr.  Watson  Taylor's  copy,  which  had  belonged  to  Gaignat,  and 
afterwards  to  Count  Macarthy,  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  his  library  fbr 
ifidlS.  5^.  All  these  Biblical  Gems  are  beautifully  white ;  and, 
as  well  as  the  copies  in  the  Marlborough  and  Pembroke  libraries 
«i«  apon  YdUum«  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  possesses  a  copy,  which 
bfkd  belonged  to  the  late  Bishop  of  Ely,  upon  paper.  A  similar  copy 
is  in  the  Bodleian  Library^  and  another  at  Blickling  in  Norfolk.  His 
Miytsty's  copy  is  also  on  paper  \  with  the  New  Testament  only  upon 
veUum :  very  fine,  and  prettily  illuminated— but  one  lettf  in  th« 
Apocalypse  is  wantifig. 
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year  seems  to  be  only  a  reimpresMon  of  that  of  the 
preceding  year^  yet  it  may  be  as  well  to  collect  such 
impressions  of  the  same  text  as  first  appeared  in  the 
severed  countries  in  Europe.*  And  secondly,  it  is 
almost  essential  to  the  character  of  a  well-chosen  bib- 
lical collection  to  have  the^^^  Latin  version  from 
the  Hebrew  Text — and  a  first  similar  version  from 
the  Greek  Text;  each  in  contradistinction  to  the 
Latin  Fulgate.  These  impressions  are  called  ^^  Fhn^ 
aims  ex  Greeds*'  and  Fontilms  ex  Hebrceis.**  The 
former  first  appeared  in  1479 ;  the  latter  in  1696. 

To  give  an  account  of  the  various  critical  editions 
of  the  Latin  Fulgate  in  the  Sixteenth  and  following 
centuries^  would  alone  fill  a  large  octavo  volume. 
Ftosing  by  the  editions  of  Pagninus  and  Servetus 
(the  latter  under  the  name  of  Villanovanus)  I  shall 
introduce  the  biblical  Collector  at  once  to  those  of 
datable,  and  the  Aldine  editions  of  1590  and  1592 ; 
in  folio —  called  after  the  names  of  Pope  Sixtns  V. 
and  Clement  VIII. — the  admirable  critical  labours 
of  Le  Clerc,  in  the  edition  of  1 735^  7  vols,  folio ; 
and  the  yet  more  curious  and  probably  more  im- 
portant impression  of  Sabatier fin  1743^3  volumes 
folict    In  our  own  country^  we  have  no 


*  As  thus :  at  Mentz^  1455 ;  at  Bambei^,  1461 ;  at  Romej  1471 1 
Venice,  1476}  Naples^  1476;  in  Bohemia,  1488;  in  Pbland,  1563; 
in  Iceland,  1551 ;  in  Russia,  1581 ;  in  France,  1475 ;  in  Holland, 
1477;  in  England,  1535  ;  in  Spain,  1477- 

f  See  the  ^des  Althorpiatut,  voL  i.  p.  49.  Lord  Spencer  possesses 
a  copy  of  the  firstedition  of  the  version  of  Pagninui  (from  the  Hebrew 

and  Greek  original  texts)  of  the  date  of  1538, 4to.,  ^ich had  belong^ 
to  Melanchthon,  and  which  has  a  passage,  in  the  fly-leaf,  (fkom  Gre* 
gory  Nananaen)-^  the  hand  writing  of  that  celebrated  reformer, 
thus :  ''  n«f  ri  nAfMiUfu  viifi  t§w  iW,  hUrm  A  T9is  nmXtvfUpttp 
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which  may  vie  with  the  beautiful  one  printed  by 
IMdot  iQ  1785^  2  vols.  4to.,  and  dedicated  to  the 
French  Church.  I  have  purposely  avoided  the  men- 
lion  of  very  many  curious,  beautiful,  and  much  sought- 
after  impressions  of  the  Latin  Vulgate,  in  various 
forms  and  various  types — which  have  been  put  forth 
by  the  Stephens,  Gryphiij  Elzevirs*  and  other  con- 

uu  #i30  yfoovoi :  $criptu  manu  Philippi,*'f  The  reader  may  consult 
Mr.  Townley's  Illustrations  of  Biblical  Literature^  vol.ii.  p.  215^  &c. 
Of  the  Bible  of  Servetus,  a  "  fine  copy  in  blue  turkey"  is  marked 
at  £4.  4s,  in  Mr.  Triphook's  Catalogue  of  1817.  But  see  Old  Me- 
mohn  of  Literature,  vol.  iv.  p.  329.  The  Aldine  editions  of  1590  and 
IbS^,  in  folio,  are  called  after  the  name  of  Pope  Sixtus  V.  and  were 
soppoied  to  exhibit  the  standard  vulgate  Text.  They  are  chiefly 
estimable  on  Ifurge  paper;  in  which  state  they  still  lift  up  their 
heads.  At  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the  Marquis  of  Lansdown,  in 
lp66,  a  copy  of  this  kind  was  omitted  to  be  so  designated  -,  and  the 
lite  Dr.  Gosset  bought  it  for  his  friend  (the  late)  Mr.  Taylor,  for 
aboat  lOi,  6d,  The  Doctor  had  too  keen  an  eye  to  let  such  a  trea. 
sane  Cfcape.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Taylor^  in  1 821,  his  books  were 
kM  by  auction,  and  this  very  copy  was  again  described  as  of  the 
ordinary  paper.  In  consequence,  it  was  purchased  for  a  comparative 
tifle  by  Mr.  I.  Payne,  and  now  adorns  the  library  of  Sir  M  M* 
Sykes,  at  a  price  about  sixty  times  beyond  the  first  purchase.  The 
Duke  of  Grafton's  copy,  of  the  same  kind,  properly  designated,  was 
aold  for  KL  At  Chatsworth,  the  Bible  of  1590  is  upon  small  paper, 
and  rather  an  indifferent  copy  :  but  of  that  of  1592  there  is  a  fine 
large  paper  copy,  bound  in  blue  morocco.  At  Althorp,  there  is  a 
fine  copy  of  each  upon  large  paper :  see  Mdes  Althorp.  vol.  i.  p.  52 ; 
•—end  consult  p.  55  for  an  account  of  Sabatier^s  edition,  above 
landed.  Father  Bukintop  published  an  explanation  of  ambiguous 
expressions  and  doubtful  readings  in  this  Vulgate  Bible  of  1590,  at 
CAffgaii,  in  1710,  4to. 
^  Must  of  these  will  be  found  noticed  in  the  pages  of  the  work 


*  MeUttcbthon  appears  to  have  quoted  from  memory — as  he  has  omitted  the 

« -.1 

ai&cle  T»K  before  oyr^.    The  passage  occurs  in  the  xxxist  Oration.    Ed.  1609; 
roll  p.  504. 
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tiuental  printers  ;  nor  will  I  stop  to  enquire  whether^ 
or  not,  there  be.  a  copy  of  what  is  called  Cardinal 
Richlieu^s  Bible  (of  1656,  8vo.)  printed  upon  velluMt 
-—as  there  would  be  no  limits  to  the  notices,  and 
anecdotes  which  might  be  engrafted  upon  this  fruitful 
branch  of  our  enquiries.*  It  is  sufficient  that,  in  what 
has  been  laid  down  as  certain  data  to  act  upon,  nei- 
ther the  Reader  nor  the  Collector  will  find  his  labour, 
or  his  money,  ill  bestowed  in  forming  his  judgment 
accordingly. 


GERMAN  BIBLES. 

The.  earliest  printed  version  of  the  Scriptures,  after 
that  of  the  Latin^  was  the  German  version :  of  which, 
the  two  first  editions  were  published  without  dates«^ 
Of  these,  the  impression  supposed  to  be  by  MenteUn.\ 
is  anterior  to  the  other.  They  have  both  been  before 
particularly  described  by  me.    On  the  possession  of 

last  referred  to.  It  may^  however^  seem  surprising  that^  in  the  work 
recently  published  upon  the  Elzevir  press  {Essai  Bibliographique  sur 
la  Editions  de$  ElzMrs)  at  Paris^  1S29^  8vo.no  notice  should  be 
taken,  of  the  magnificent  folio  impression  of  the  French  Bible  by 
Louis  and  Daniel  Elzevir,  in  1669,  Q  vols,  folio.  Perhaps  the  finest 
copy  of  this  book  in  the  world,  is  in  the  Althorp  Library.  It  is  on 
large  paper^  and  Jiad  been  Lamoignon*8i  But  it  is  not  very  rare 
upon  large  paper ;  and  a  copy  of  this  kind  will  be  found  in  the  library 
at  Worlingham,  (seep.  8,)  very  fair,  and  fine.  Abroad,  it  is  rather 
of  common  occurrence,  in  mofit  public  libraries. 

*  I  may  here  however  remark,  that  the  Edinburgh  edition  of  the 
English  Bible  of  1811,  ISmo.,  is,  when  found  upon  large  paper,  a 
much  more  beautiful  book  than  the  above  vaunted  diamond  letter 
Bible  of  Richlieu.  But  those  will-l)e  fortimate  who  get  this  Edin- 
burgh editipn  upoii^large.  paper,  a$.  only  tw^n.l^yrfivQ  copies  were 
png^    £a^l  Siye|i;u^>  .copy«llir4SJ)h^ioed.iQf  Mr,  Topdmok.^ 
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tffif  oti^  or  triie  otlrtJr  of  thfesfe  imprclssioDs/let  the  CoU 
Iclbtar  gb  iintiiediately  to  the  supposed  best  edition  of 
LidKer^s  version^  id  1541 ;  considering  the  intermediate 
iiiipre^sion  as  rather  curious  than  necessary— not  but 
^rtiat  the  possesision  of  the  first  editions*  of  such 
ah-  extraordinary  writer  as  Luther  will  always  com- 
ptttDsate  for  the  trouble  or  delay  that  may  attend  their 
ai!q|Tfisitidn. 

* 

ITALIAN  BIBLES. 

After  the  German  versions  of  the  Scriptures^  ap- 
peared those  of  the  Italian^  within  probably  a  very 
few  years  of  each  other.  I  am  strenuous  and  earnest 
about  the  recommendation  of  one  or  the  other  of  these^ 
eariy  versions ;  not  so  much  on  account  of  their  rarity, 
wtnch  is  gf'eat — espetially  when  in  a  fine  condition — * 

*  It  b  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain  with  precision  the  date  of 
tliie  firflit  impression  of  Luther's  text :  but  I  presume  that>  whatever 
be  the  earliest  date  of  the  New  Testament^  the  Old  Testament  did 
adi 'appear  before  1594:    see  Bibl.  Spencerianri,  vol.  i.  p.  5d:  and 
BBiUbg:  liecameron,  vol.  i.  p.  164.    In  the  latter  authority  will  be  ' 
fimnd  some  particulars  about  the  earlier  Bibles^  and  of  that  of  1541. 
Ifif.  TovkiAej  has  availed  himself  of  the  authorities  there  referred  to^ 
tod  tidds  (what  is  singular  enoxigh)  from  AdUfs  Biblioth.  BibL  p.  12j 
that,  in  a  copy  of  Luther's  Bible  of  1545  appear  some  ms.  notes  of 
tfe  same  Reformers  who  had  written  in  the  extraordinary  copy  of 
^  above  edition  of  1541>  which  now  graces  the  shelves  of  Mr.  G. 
Hibbert*8  library.     Illustrations  of  Biblical  Literature,  vol.  ii.  p.  282. 
Perhaps  there  is  hardly  ati  impr^sion  of  Luther's  version^  but  of 
which  some  few  copies  may  not  be  found  printed  upon  vellum.    I 
observe  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament^  printed  in  this  manner  at 
kagBbarg,  in  1535,  8vo.  2  vols.,  marked  at  5^.  in  black  morocco 
Unding,  in  Mr.  Triphook's  Catalogue  of  1815.    This  was  the  copy 
whidi  is  now  in  Lord  Spencer's  collection.    JEdes  Althorp,  roL  I 
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No  copy  of  it  is  known  in  France  ;  so  that  I  saw  and 
described^  with  no  ordinary  sensations  of  gratifica- 
tion, the  copy  which  adorns  the  shelves  of  the  Imperial 
library  at  Vienna** 

The  great  Star  of  Hebrew  printers  in  the  sixteenth 
century  was  Daniel  Bomhergj  a  native  of  Antwerp, 
and  resident  of  Venice.  His  editions  of  the  Bible, 
with  the  Targums  and  Rabbinical  Commentaries,  are 
considered  to  be  of  great  intrinsic  value ;  especially  his 
third  edition  of  1647-9,  in  four  folio  volumes.i*  But 
let  the  Stephens  come  in  for  their  due  share  of  praise; 
and  especially  the  famous  R.  Stephen,  father  of  the 
learned  Lexicographer,  who,  in  his  quarto  and  duo- 

of  Exeter  College  by  bequest.     This  book  is  now  worth  one  hun- 
dred AND  FIFTY  GUINEAS. 

*  See  the  Tour,  vol.  iii.  p.  486-8.  The  copy  there  described  "  had 
had  a  journey  to  Paris^  and  gained  a  coat  of  blue  morocco  by  the 
trip.*'  It  is  a  clean  and  beautiful  copy>  but  rather  cropt  in  the 
binding.  But  the  second  edition  of  the  Hebrew  Biblc^  printed  be- 
tween 1488  and  1490,  at  Naples,  is  very  much  scarcer  than  the  first. 
Of  that  impression,  some  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  forthcoming 
edition  of  my  Introduction  to  the  Classics. 

t  Mr.  Townley,  in  his  Illustrations  of  Biblical  Literature,  vol.  ii. 
p.  467,  has  given  a  short  but  animated  and  interesting  account  of 
the  above  early  *'  Star  of  Hebrew  printers."  Bombei^*s  first  edi- 
tion was  in '  1518  j  but  afterwards,  much  improved,  in  1625,  in  four 
folio  volumes.  ''  A  still  more  ample  and  complete  edition  was 
printed  by  him  in  1547-9,  four  vols,  folio,  under  the  inspection  of 
Cornelius  Aldekind,  another  erudite  Jew,  with  a  curious  preface  by 
the  editor  of  (he  edition  of  1525  •»- Jacob  Ben  Chain  —  of  which  a 
Latin  translation  is  given  in  Kennicott's  Dissertation,  on  the  state  of 
the  printed  Hebrew  text,  1759,  8vo.  pp.  229-244.  Dr.  Adam  Clarke 
CGen,  Pref,  to  Comment,  p.  iv.)  characterises  this  edition  of  1547,  as 
the  most  useful,  the  most  correct,  and  the  most  valuable  Hebrew 
Bible  ever  published."  Townley.  It  seems  to  have  been  overlooked 
by  Brunet.  A  copy  of  it  is  marked  in  Messrs.  Ogle  and  Duncan*s 
last  catalogue  (no.  2189)  at  142.  14^.  in  russia. 
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decimo  impressions  of  the  Hebrew  Bible,  presented  the 
theological  world  with  welcome  gifts* 

I  pass  over  those  impressions  of  the  Hebrew  text 
which  appeared  in  the  several  Polyglots  of  the  six- 
teenth and  seventeenth  centuries,  and  conclude  this 
summary  list  with  the  recommendation  of  three  in 
the  eighteenth  century,  which  are  entitled  to  distin- 
guished praise ;  that  of  Michaelis  of  1720,  in  two  vols, 
4to. ;  of  the  learned  and  excellent  Houhiganty  of  1753, 
in  four  vols,  folio ;  and  of  the  not  less  commendable 
Kennicott,  of  1776,  in  two  folio  volumes — the  latter 
pronounced  to  be,  by  one  of  the  most  wary  of  German 
critics,  "  a  first  rate,  and  even  unique  ornament  of  a 
theological  collection.''  But  yet  I  will  not  quarrel 
with  that  student  or  collector,  be  he  young  or  old, 
who  shall  be  disposed  to  add  to  the  foregoing  the 
quarto  impression  of  the  recent  labours  ofJahn.f 

*  The  dates  and  forms  of  the  Stephanine  Hebrew  Bibles^  above 
alhided  to^  are  these:  in  1543^  4 to.  in  two  or  three  volumes — with 
points :  and  in  the  foUowing  year  in  seven  or  eight  volumes^  sexto- 
decimo. Of  the  former^  or  quarto  impression^  I  find  a  *'  fine  copy, 
in  morocco,  gilt  leaves^  ruled,**  marked  at  32.  S«.  in  Mr.  Bayne*s  last 
catalogue,  no.  4303.  Of  the  latter,  '*  a  copy  in  fine  condition,  bound  by 
Roger  Payne,  in  blue  morocco^with  gilt  leaves,**  is  marked  at  Al.  \6s. 
by  Mr.  Triphook,  in  his  catalogue  for  1819«  no.  1503.  De  Bure  and 
Bmnet  have  dwelt  with  commendable  complacency  upon  the  beau« 
tifol  execution  of  these  covetable  volumes,  in  both  forms. 

f  I  wiU  mention  the  current  prices  for  whicli  these  editions  may  be 
obtsdned.  Michaelis  may  be  bought  for  about  12. 155. 5  but,  on  large 
paper,  in  4to.  the  catalogues  of  Mr.  Payne  and  Mr.  Ogle  concur  in 
aflixing  double  that  price.  A  copy  of  the  latter  kind  is  described  in 
the  JEdes  Althorp,  vol.  i.  p.  41.  HouhiganVs  Hebrew  Bibl^  is  the 
dearest  of  any.  It  has  been  known  to  brin^  122.  Vis,,  even  at  an 
aaction  3  which  should  seem  to  justify  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  in 
marking  ''  a  new  and  very  neat**  copy  of  it  at  142.  14*. 

OiKennicotVs  edition,  I  believe  no  copy  is  known  to^exist  on 
large  paper.     It  may  be  obtained  in  sound  condition,  and  according 


l«] 


Considering  the  number  of  Greek  works  which 
appeared  towat*ds  the  latter  end  of  the  fifteenth,  and 
the  very  commencement  of  the  sixteenth,  century,  it 
may  be  thought  rather  a  matter  of  surprise  that  no 
Greek  version  of  the  Scriptures  was  published  till 
nearly  the  lapse  of  the  first  twenty  years  in  the  latter 
century.  But  so  it  is.  If  we  except  the  Greek  New 
Testament  of  Erasmus,  and  of  the  Complutensian 
Polyglot  Bible,  each  in  the  year  1516,*  the  Sacred 

to  the  bioding^  from  7 1,  7«.  to  10/.  10s.  Whoever  chooses  to  see  the 
merits  and  demerits  (the  latter  word^  however^  hardly  deserving  of  a 
place  here)  of  the  labours  of  Kennicott  fairly  appreciated^  may  con- 
sult Bishop  Marsh's  Xlth  Lecture;  but  Kennicott*s  own  Dissertation 
upon  the  state  of  the  Hebrew  text^  with  his  annual  accounts^  are  a 
fund  of  theological  learning.  To  these  may  be  added  the  pam- 
phlets of  Giflford  and  King,  and  the  letters  of  the  Abb^  de  *  *  ♦  • 
as  well  as  Kennicott's  remarks  on  Select  Passages^  &c.,  and  eight 
Sermons,  1787,  Svo.  See  Thorpe's  cat.  1822,  nos.  13019-13029. 
Of  Jahn*s  edition,  in  four  Svo.  volumes,  a  sewed  copy  is  marked  at 
^/.  12^.  6d,  in  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Ogle,  Duncan,  and  Co. 
Lord  Spencer  possesses  it  upon  large  paper.  It  was  edited  and  re- 
published by  Frey  in  1812,  Svo.  two  vol.  But  do  not  let  me  forget 
to  entice  "  the  young**  Collector  to  give  Leusden's  beautiful  little 
edition,  in  1701,  crown  Svo.  a  place  iu  his  travelling  trunk.  Nor, 
aspiring  tb  the  more  solid  and  essential  purposes  of  information^ 
should  Mr.  Boothroyd^s  cheap  and  admirable  edition  of  the  Hebrew 
Bible— without  points— and  accompanied  by  critical  and  explanatory 
notes  in  the  English  language  —in  two  4to.  volumes,  in  1816— -be 
omitted  to  be  strongly  recommended  to  the  diligent  and  truth  search- 
ing student.  Mr.  Home  has  dilated  somewhat  upon  the  utility  of 
this  edition.     Jntroduction,  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  130. 

*  It  is  not  often  that  the  New  Testament,  alone,  of  Cardinal 
Ximenes*  Polyglot  is  found  upon  sale.  I  once^  however,  had  a  copy 
of  it,  with  the  edges  almost  uncut :  and  in  Mr.  Payne*s  last  catalogue^ 
(no.  4719)  will  be  found  a  ''  very  fine  copy^  in  blue  morocco  bind- 
big,  ^t  leaves,**  marked  at  101.  lOi.    Such  a  sum  may  be  worse 
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ftffft  mw  nnkttQ^ii  itt8  pfmbedia  ibe  Gneek  aasiguoge 
^  rljbie  .^ppofmiH^e  of  the  Sqrtuaginit  iif  Aldus,  jw 
jTfiDher  Wj^Areas  Asutanus,  iu  151*8,  foiio;  a  noble 
effpiA  of  ftb^  AJdine  press,  and  a  great  acquisition  to 
tl^B  ijap^  ^  ^^acred  literatui^.  There  are  copies  of  this 
faUPj^dsoQi^  book  upon  thick  paper,  but  none  upon 
jU^GE  ^p«f>^r ;  and  one  copy  only  upon  vellum,  Is 
recorded  by  Renouard,  which  is  in  the  Vatican  library. 
As  to  critical  editions  of  the  Greek  Bible,  and  more 
especially  of  the  OJd  Testament,  I  recommend  those 
of  Zanetti,  1586,  foljo ;  Grabe,  1707,  foJio  ;  Bos,  1709, 
4to.;  and  Holmes,  1797; — the  latter  now  in  the  course 
of  publication.^    Of  all  these,  that  of  the  late  Dn 

dercyted.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection^  there  is  no  copy  of  Che 
jKril  edition  of  Erasmus  upon  vellum  :  of  the  second,  there  are>  I 
tjl^ui^,  three  copies  of  such  description.  One  is  at  Basle,  the  other  Js 
in  tl^e  library  at  Yorl^  Minster,  and  a  third  (recently  obtained)  waf 
th^  property  of  the  late  Sir  M .  M.  Sykes,  Bart.  This  third  copy  wants 
the  second  volume,  which  has  the  Latin  annotations  5  but  the  Sacred 
Jeapt  is  complete.  It  is  in  pristine  binding  and  pristine  condition  i 
quite  beautiful.  What  is  singular,  it  had  lain  twenty  years  upon  tli9 
^jiie^ycs  of  a  l^ipsic  l^ookseller,  unpurchased — till  Sir  Mark,  in  his  late 
tom*  iipon  the  Continent,  secured  it  for  the  very  moderate  sum  of  20^ 
It  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  Sir  Mark's  library,  last  year«  for  140/, 

t  The  reader  may  be  pleased  to  consult  the  Jntroi.  to  the  Glomes, 
vol.  i.  p.  36,  for  an  account  of  the  comparative  critical  worth  of 
tb^fle  editions.  Beautiful  copies  of  each  will  be  found  in  the  At* 
THom?  collection  3  and  especially  of  that  truly  splendid  impression 
pni  fi»th  by  Zanetti,  under  the  editorial  care  of  Cardinal  Caraffa,  in 
1586.  I  may  here  just  make  brief  mention  of  the  fine  Latin  Bihk, 
|rinied  under  the  same  Cardinal's  auspices,  in  1588,  as  a  companion 
to  the  preceding-r-if  it  be  only  to  notice  the  beautiful  copy  of  it  in 
Ij^  Hbcary  at  Chatsworthj  in  red  morocco,  whjyck  had  belonged  to 
Plf  Taqu.  It  is  npt,  however,  o^  large  paper^  nor  do  I  remember 
aiDfqoiHea  t);iat  are.  The  edition  of  Jloimes  was  omitted  to  be  notiood 
f^  Um^  Hff^rk  jo/it^  rd(<^re4  to.  Tl^ere  have  been  about  oigbte^  p«rtflW 

) 
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Holmes  is  donbtless  the  most  critical  and  valuable,  as 
well  as  the  most  elaborate.  But  the  want  of  a  pocket 
Greek  Bible,  with  the  text  of  Bos  or  of  Breitinger,*  is 
yet  a  desideratum ;  unless  we  except  what  has  re- 
cently appeared  as  a  portion  of  Mr.  Bagster's  Poly- 
glot Bible — and  a  yet  more  recent  impression,  execu- 
ted at  Glasgow,  *^  Typis  Academicism  a  beautiful  little 
church-pew  or  pocket  companion. 

FRENCH  BIBLES. 

The  Bible  did  not  appear  in  the  French  langtuzge 
till  the  year  1530  ;^  although,  about  twenty  or  thirty 
years  before,  there  might  have  been  portions  incorpo- 
rated into  a  work  called  La  Bible  HistoriSe.  But  the 
first  French  Protestant  Version  was  not  published, 
till  1535,  the  very  year  in  which  appeared  our  ovm  first 
version  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  I  confess 
that  I  am  anxious  that  a  copy  of  each  of  these  well- 

fblio.  See  Bishop  Marsh's  Xllth.  Lecture^  for  a  character  of  this 
publication. 

•  Of  the  edition  of  Breitinger,  which  is  careful  and  correct,  a  copy 
was  sold  at  the  sale  of  the  late  Dr.  Gosset*s  library,  (A.  D.  1813,  no. 
741)  with  the  ms.  notes  of  Caesar  de  Missy,  for  4L  lis. 

t  By  Martin  Lempereur,  in  folio.  I  sliould  rather  have  said,  that 
the  first  French  edition  of  the  Old  Testament  appeared  in  1523, 
12mo.  and  of  the  New,  in  1477>  or  thereabouts.  See  the  authorities 
in  the  j^des  Althorp.  vol.  i.  p.  57.  Of  the  above^  edition,  printed 
at  Antwerp,  in  folio,  I  find  a  '^  neat  copy**  marked  at  2L  2«.  in  Mr* 
Triphook*s  catalogue  of  1808 ;  and  a  copy  of  an  edition  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  printed  at  Lyons,  in  folio,  marked  at  the  same  price.  X 
never  saw  this  latter  edition.  Martin  Lempereur  republished  his 
Bible  of  1530,  in  1538 ;  and  if  I  were  called  upon  to  mention,  from 
memory,  the  finest  copy  of  this  latter  Bible  ever  seen  by  me,  I  should' 
say  it  was  in  the  library  at  Worlingham,  in  Suffolk :  see  p.  8,  ante. 
This  copy  is  in  fine  original  stamped  calf  binding,  clean  and  souiS 
throughout :  and  is  surely  upon  large  paper,  if  laige  paper  there  be'! 
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printed  and  by  no  means  high  priced,  volumes— -may 
adorn  the  shelves  of  a  well  chosen  library.  As  to 
subsequent  impressions  in  the  same  tongue,  and  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  text,  the  studious  may  rest  well 
contented  with  the  excellent  edition,  in  French  and 
Latin,  published  at  Touloitse  in  1779,  Svo.in  nine- 
teen vols. ;  and  of  which  a  beautiful  reprint  is  now  in 
the  course  of  publication.^  I  consider  this  latter 
production  as  an  almost  sine  qnd  nan  in  a  library 
more  especially  theological. 

ENGLISH  BIBLES. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  no  ordinary  gratification  that  I 
now  come  to  the  mention  of  our  own  printed  version 
of  the  Sacrbd  Text  ;  and  if  I  am  here  rather  more 
diffuse  than  in  the  enumeration  of  the  foregoing  ver- 
sions, I  hope  to  be  readily  pardoned.  First  and  fore- 
most, let  "  the  Young  Man,'' — especially  if  he  be 
destined  for  holy  orders  —  get  possession  of  every 
authentic  piece  from  the  pens  of  Tyndal  and  Cover- 
DALB  ;^  whether  they  exhibit,  or  not,  the  previous 

• 

^  I  sinoerely  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  quarto 
Bible  of  Drs.  D'Oyly  and  Mant  may  be  reprinted  in  six  or  eight 
goodly  octavo  tomes,  of  respectable  execution,  to  range  with  the 
aboTe  mentioned  edition,  or  with  similar  sized  impressions  of  the 
works  of  our  eminent  Divines.  What  a  comfort  it  was  to  the  pro- 
huBon  of  the  Law,  when  Bacon  and  Comyns  made  their  appear- 
ance in  royal  octavos ! 

1 1  am  not  sure  whether  the  names  of  Frith  and  Barnes  ought 
not  to  be  added  to  the  above.  Indeed  the  works  of  Tyndal,  Frith^ 
tad  Barnes^  were  published  together  in  one  folio  volume  in  1573  : 
see  Typog'.  Antiquiiies,  vol.  iv.  p.  430.  I  possess  copious  MS.  extracts 
fioni  this  precious  volume ;  and  once  possessed  a  fresh  and  feur  copy 
of  i^  divided  into  two  parts,  and  bound  in  old  yellow  moroccoj 
liMdi  was  obtained  from  Mr.  R.  Triphook.    But  from  the  extracta 


hbounshof  Wioliflfo^  GhaibpioiiSiias  the  two  foMiep 
were,  of  our  early  churchy  during  the  ihore  critiral 
period  of  her  struggles  with  the  see  of  Rome,  they  yefr 
stand  out .  •  as'^  burning  and  shiniiig  lights*' .  .iHios^ 
ttulianee  ought  to  illuminate  our  understandings^  and 

wlSch  remain;  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  the  reader  the  fbUb^n^ 
^Mcioitn  of  BABifcs^from  his  '^  Articles  condemned  for  Hei*elie/^ 
The  conclading  sentence  is  glorious ! 

**  The  Bishop  of  London^  that  was  then  called  TcNSTii/L>  alter 
my  departure  out  of  prison,  said  unto  a  substantial  man^  that  I  waa 
not  dead  (for  I  dare  say  his  conscience  did  not  reckon  me  such  an 
heretic  that  I  would  have  killed  myself,  as  the  voice  went  5  but  yet 
would  he  have  done  it  gladly  o(  his  charity)  but  I  was  (said  he)  in 
Amsterdam  ;  where  I  had  never  been  in  my  life  (as  God  knoweih^ 
nor' yet  in  the  country  this  x  years) — and  certain  men  did  there 
speak  with  me  (said  he) — and  he  fained  certain  words  that  they* 
should  say  to  me,  and  I  to  them?  and  added  thereunto,  that  my> 
Lord  X3ardinal  [Wolsey]  would  have  me  again,  or  it  should  cost 
him  a  great  sum  of  money — how  much,  I  do  not  clearly  remember. 
I  have  marvel  that  my  Lord  is  not  ashamed,  thus  shamefully,  and 
thus  lordly  to  lye,  although  he  might  do  it  by  authority.    And  when 
nqr  Lord  Cardinal  and  he  would  spend  so  much  money  to  havem^ 
agatin,  I  have  great  marvel  of  it.    What  can  they  make  of  iode  ?  I  am 
a  simple  poor  wretch,  and  worth  no  man's  money  in  the  world 
(saving  their's) — not  the  tenth  penny  that  they  will  give  for  me. 
AM  to  bum  me,  or  to  destroy  me,  cannot  so  greatly  profit  thefti :  for 
when  I  am  dead,  the  sun  and  the  moon,  the  stars  and  the '  elements,  * 
water  and  fire,  yea,  and  also  stones,  shaU  defend  this  cause' against '^ 
than,  rather  than  the  verity  ssould  peeisb  !''  p.  215. 

The  following  is  from  his  "  Priests  may, lawfully  marry  Wwts  f"— i-' 
"Upon  a  day  St.  Gregory  sent  unto  his  ponds  for  fish,  and  in  tKi^*^ 
nets  that  they  fish  withall,  were  brought  up  aboi^e  six '  thocrtahd^ 
young  children's  heads :  the  which  thing,  when  St.  Gregory  saw, 
itrtickhim  sore  to  the  heart— and  he  was  very  heavy  of -that'  sighV'^ 
mm/BxA  perceived  anon,  that  his-  decree  that  he  made"  for  priestti'^ 
chaestity,  w»l  the  oecesion  of  this  great  murder-^in  that'th^pi'iestai^ 
coiAf  tiot  live' so^ei  nor  yet  they  ditt^  not  avofW^  theii^childrert  foK  * 
fear^f  ihe  decree;.  And  so  fb^  saf egtMuti  of ^^hdr'  honesty-,'they  ftll*^ 
intra  -UmhA  abomiiMMie  sitl- tor  kflj  Uidr^Owll  bhiMNtf."  p.  iS46.^ 


warmth:  ought  to  penetrata  our*  hearta.  B«ifr 
fi^r;'TH)5H  and. THEIR  labours,  the  examples  of  Criaii-* 
iper  aodXatimer  had.  been  anproductive  of  agjori^ 
ous  i^fiue.  The  seed,  sown  by  their  editions  of  thet 
saci'ed  text,  was  watered  with  the  blood  of  onr  firatf 
Martyi-s :  and  has  hence  grown  up  into  a  goodly  tree>v 
whose  boughs  have  overspread  the  land,  and  wbaMc 
fruit  hath  nourished  the  fainting  soul.  Let'  sudi 
naines,  among  ourselves,  be  held  in  the  same  reve^ 
rence  and  respect  as  are  those  of  Luther  and  Msr 
LANCHTHON  amoug  our  neighbours ! 

To  come  to  particulars.  The  New  Testament  wasi 
first  published,  without  a  date,  but  about  the  year 
1526,  in  a  duodecimo  volume.  Having  before*  de^^ 
scribed  the  most  perfect^  but  not,  as  hitherto  supn- 
posed,  the  onli/  copy,  of  this  inestimable  volume,  it 
remains  to  add,  that,  about  four  years  afterwai'ds^ 
(1530)  appeared  the  Pentateuch  in  the  same  form-~» 
reprinted  in  1534f  as  an  attempt,  or  prelude,  as  it 

*  BibUographical  Decameron,  vol.  i.  p.  173*4.     Dr.  Cotton  ha4« 
found  a  portion  of  a  second  copy  of  this  first  edition,  in  the  libra*]F> 
of  St,  PauVs  cathedra],  which  was  lettered  '^  Lant*s  Testament.!*' . 
and.  of  which  the  leaves  were  misplaced  in  the  binding.    This  boolc.. 
I  have  examined ;  and,  as  the  reader  will  suppose,  with  no  small  r 
ntiafftction — as  the  copy,  although  imperfect,  (beginning  with  ^tha^ 
lign.  ji  v)  is  fair  and  sound.     But  my  satisfaction  would  have  be«i^ 
greater,,  if  the  monitory  MS.  note,  prefixed  by  Dr.  Cotton,  had  been  ' 
attwded  to.     Such  a  volume  should  be  rebound  with  every  degroati 
of  pare  and  beauty.    It  is  at  present  in  a  moat  sorry  state :  a  state^n 
I  win  be  bound  to  say,  unknown  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter.    N«t;{ 
many  feet  from  this  precious  little  yolume^  there  stands,  a  raieJni* 
presaon  of  the  New  Testament,  trandated  into  Dutch,  and  pHoAedi 
•I  Antwerp  in  1553,  12mp.  with;  peat.  little  wood  cutSy  and  nfiMrt 
bepd  of  oar  Saviour  in  the  frontispiece.    As.  a  speoiinen  of  printitt^^:  > 
Ud% book  la  .peculiady  beautiful. 
t  In  the  hb^sfy  of  St.  P^*4  cathedraL  there  ia  »!be»uti&l  »A>t 
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were,  to  an  edition  of  the  entire  sacred  text,  compre- 
hencfing  both  Testaments.  The  completion  of  this 
arduous  task  was  reserved  for  Miles  Coverdale^  and 
the  impression  appeared  in  1535^  in  a  folio  volume, 
printed  in  double  columns,  in  a  foreign  secretary- 
gothic  type — as,  it  is  supposed,  from  the  press  of  a 
Zurich  printer.  A  perfect  copy  of  this  exceedingly 
rare,  and  proportionably  estimable,  volume,  is,  I  think, 
yet  unknown  :  as  all  those,  of  which  I  have  any  know- 
ledge, are  deficient  in  some  one  respect  or  other.  * 

Tliis  holy  and  most  desirable  work  being  accom- 
plished, it  wanted  not  imitators  and  abettors.  Cover- 
dale's  book  was  reprinted,  with  more  or  less  trifling 
corrections  and  additions,  in  1537,  1539,  1540;  and 
yet  more  magnificently  in  1568.-^-    The  bibles,  of 

genuine  copy  of  this  second  edition  of  Tindal*s  version  of  the  Penta- 
teuch, in  original  calf  binding,  with  stamped  arabesque  borders  and 
heads. 

*  A  particular  description  of  this  rare  and  highly  valuable  book 
wiU  be  found  in  the  Biblioth.  Spencer,  vol.  i.  p.  78>  and  \h  Cotton, 
p.  3-1  lis  See  also  the  ^des  AlthorpiaruE,  vol.  i.  p.  61.  Imperfect 
copies  are  by  no  means  very  uncommon.  In  that  most  curious  and 
magnificent  old  library  at  Blickling,  in  Norfolk,  the  seat  of  the 
Noble  Family  of  the  HosAKTSy  there  are  two  copies  of  this  descrip- 
tion ;  of  which  one  begins  with  fol.  iii.  of  the  Old  Testament,  having 
the  remainder  apparently  perfect — and  with  fol.  ii.  to  fol.  cij.  of  the 
New  Test,  In  the  other  copy  all  the  introductory  pieces  are  wanting  : 
but  the  text,  from  beginning  to  end,  is  quite  perfect.  A  very  imper- 
fect copy  is  in  the  library  of  Castle  Ashby,  in  Northamptonshire,  the 
seat  of  the  Marquis  of  Northampton.  Dr.  Cotton's  list  will  supply 
notices  of  other  copies. 

•  f  Perfect  copies  of  these  Bibles,  especially  of  that  of  Matthewe  of 
1537,  are  of  the  extremest  rarity.  A  perfect  copy  of  the  latter  was 
purchased  at  a  late  sale,  at  Mr.  Sotheby's  for  \7L  I7s.  by  Mr.  Trip- 
hook,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Heber.  But  at  the  sale  of  Sir 
M.  Sykes's  library  (1824)  a  perfect  copy  of  it,  which  had  been  Guls-[ 
ton's,  was  poshed  to  the  extraordinary  price  of  751.  and  was  purcliased' 


ENGLISH  BIBLES.  8S 

tbese  dates,  are  called  under  the  names  of  those  ol 
Matthbwe,  Tayernkr,  Cranmer,  and  the  Bishops  ; 
and  are  all  printed  in  a  handsome  folio  form,  bnt  are 

hj  Messrs.  Rivington  and  Cochrane.  The  cause  of  its  rarity^  even 
id  an  imperfect  state,  is  ohvious  enough.  Many  a  copy^  which  had 
soTfived  the  cupidity  of  the  searchers,  during  the  reign  of  Mary> 
was  negligently  treated  by  the  posterity  of  their  first  possessors  5 
placed  in  dark  and  damp  holes  and  comers— -a  prey  to  rats  and  mice 
—or  to  perish  from  rain  and  mildew.  How  many  copies^  too>  of 
these  earlier  Protestant  Bibles  were  flung  into  the  fires  which  con- 
sumed the  Martyrs  in  Smithfield  ?  Perhaps  even  Cranmer*s  funeral 
pile  was  lighted  with  the  leaves  of  his  own  Bible  !  There  is  al\fays  a 
keen  and  cutting  spirit  of  sarcasm  in  religious  persecution :  even  on 
both  sides  of  the  question. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  remark,  that  detailed  descriptions  of  the  above 
rare  Bibles  of  1537>  1539,  1540,  and  ]568>  appear  in  the  ^des 
AUhorpiafUB ;  and  that  all  the  editions  by  Grafton>  Whitchurch 
and  Day — the  great  typographical  triumvirate  of  the  middle  of  the 
sixteenth  century-^are  described  in  vol.  iii.  p.  434-498^  and  vol.  iv. 
p.  57-65 — of  the  recent  edition  of  our  Typographical  AnliquUies. 
Lewis  and  Dr.  Cotton  have  also  given  detailed  accounts  of  several : 
bat  the  work  of  Lewis  stands  in  direful  need  of  revision  and  enlarge- 
ment. Of  the  Bibles^  just  mentioned^  that  of  Grafton  of  1540, 
executed  under  the  patronage  of  Abp.  Cranmer^  is  one  upon  which 
the  greatest  typographical  luxury  appears  to  have  been  bestowed.  It 
should  seem  that  there  are  two  known  copies  of  it  upon  vellum  : 
one  in  the  British  Museum,  and  the  other  in  St.  John's  College  libra- 
ry, Cambridge.  In  a  catalogue  of  the  books  of  ''  William  Stewart, 
Esq.  at  Spoutwells,*'  sold  at  Perth  by  D.  Morison,  Jun.  Bookseller, 
in  I8I7,  see  no.  664 — there  appears  to  have  been  a  copy  ofRednuuCs 
rare  edition  in  folio,  of  the  same  year  with  Grafton's,  1540:  there 
caUed  "  the  scarcest  of  all  the  old  English  translations  of  the  Bible:'' 
but  (in  the  usual  strain  of  lamentation !)  the  copy  "  unfortunately 
farina  with  fol.  9 ',  but  is  otherwise  perfect  and  in  fine  preserva- 
tkm."  Why  Mr.  M  should  say, ''  the  history  of  it  is  unknown,"  I 
eannoi  discover.  A  particfular  description  of  it  is  ^ven  in  the 
1)(pcf .  Jnti^.  vol.  iii.  309 ;  and  so  far  from  the  copy  of  it  in  Efpa- 
aad  College  library,  "  being  the  only  one  upon  paper  of  which  we 
kttve  w  acegiuit,*'  Dr.  Cotton  notices  three  otheia    qpe  in  Horn 
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very  difficult  to  acquire  in  a  clean  and  perfect  state; 
A  careful  perusal  of  them  shews  ho^e  little  is  to  be 
gained  from  a  recasting  of  the  version.  There  is  a 
strength^  simplicity,  and  perspicuity,  about  our  old 
version,  which  carries  a  charm  and  a  conviction  about 
it,  not  to  be  easily  described.  But  here  I  must  not 
omit  the  notice  of  what  is  called  the  Geneva  Version 
of  the  Bible,  printed  in  a  small  roman  type,  and  with 
indifferent  workmanship,  in  1560,  4to.  It  is,  of  its 
kind,  a  sort  of  parent  text ;  and  is  now  become  rare ; 
but  no  early  English  Bible  is  likely  to  be  found  in  a 
more  soiled  and  injured  state,  and  it  is  seldom  per- 
fect. As  Dr.  Cotton  has  justly  observed,  *^  this  ver- 
sion was  for  many  years  the  most  popular  one  in  Eng- 
land,  as  its  numerous  editions  testify.    The  copy  at 

British  Museum >  a  second  in  Herbert's  coUection,  and  a  third  in  the 
library  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral.*  The  King,  according  to  Mr.  JMori- 
son,  possesses  it  upon  vellum.     I  doubt  if  this  be  the  case. 

It  would  only  deceive  the  reader  to  lay  down  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  canons  for  the  prices  of  these  old  Bibles.  They  are  seldom 
or  never  perfect,  and  still  more  seldom  in  a  cleao  condition.  Like 
diamonds  of  a  different  character,  their  value  increases  greatly  in 
proportion  to  size  and  colour.  Let  no  man  buy  these  ancient  trea- 
sures without  ocular  demonstration  :  for  here>  in  particular^  is  the 
truth  of  Addison's  remark  abundantly  proved. — *^  Our  sight  (says 
that  elegant  writer)  is  the  most  perfect  and  most  delightful  of  aU 
bur  senses.**  Spectator,  no.  411.  Consult  also  Todd^s  Vindication  of 
the  Translation  of  the  Bible,  p.  95,  &c. 


*  I  hare  cursorily  examined  the  black  letter  folio  editions  of  the  English  Bible 
in  this  library.  They  present  a  sorry  appearance,  being  much  after  the  fashion 
b(  a  certain  regiment,  of  which  the  commander  "  flatly"  refused  to  march  them 
through  Coventry.  Doubtless  they  stand  in  great  need  of  better  clothing.  They 
are  about  twenty  in  number,  and  the  only  perfect  one  is  that  of  Grafton,  1541, 
but  in  a  loose  state.  There  is  an  edition  by  Hyll  and  Reynolds,  in  1549,  folio, 
being  a  reprint  of  Matthewe'*  of  1537  which,  at  first  sight,  may  be  mistakeii  for 
(hat  rare  edition.  It  is  a  sound  copy,  but  wants  the  frontispiece,  Ac  Of  Tindal*^ 
Nar  Testament,  in  this  library,  I  have  said  somewhat  in  a  preceding  page. 
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Baliol  College,  Oxford,  is  an  exceedingly  fine  one, 
printed  on  large  paper.*** 

The  earliest  impression  in  Scotland  was  in  1576-9, 
in  folio ;  but,  what  may  probably  surprise  the  reader, 
the  language  is  rather  English  than  Scotch .  This  is  a 
volume  of  very  rare  occurrence — in  a  perfect  state.f 
Early  in  the  seventeenth  century  appeared  what  16 
called  our  authorized  version — under  the  auspices  of 
James  I. :  in  two  stately  folio  volumes,  16 II.  A  copy 
of  this  impression  is  almost  absolutely  necessary  for 
eveiy  Library  which  has  any  claim  to  be  curious  or 
complete  :—^not  however  solely  for  the  reason  assigned 
below.J  A  lover  of  fine  books,  and  in  particular  of 
fine  Bibles,  will  not  fail  to  secure  good  copies  of  the 
impressions  by  Fields  Hayes,  Baskett,  and  Basher* 
viUe  ;$  and  if  he  deals  in  oddities,  or  capricious  devi- 

*  Dr.  CottoD  and  Dr.  Bliss  each  possess  a  copy.  See  Cotton's 
Vanom  EdiiwM  of  the  Bible,  p.  14. 

f  A  copy  of  this  very  rare  book  is  in  the  Althorp  Library^  as  de- 
scribed in  the  JEdei  Althorp,  vol.  i.  p.  68—70.  I  have  seen  another 
copy  of  it^  but  in  an  imperfect  state^  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  *  *  * 
at  Becdes  in  Suffolk.  In  Herbert's  interleaved  copy  of  his  own 
work,  now  in  my  possession,  there  is  a  brief  notice  of  this  Scotch 
Kble,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Gough  ;  who  haS  erroneously  sup- 
posed that  there  was  an  edition  of  it  in  1576^  and  another  in  1579  : 
whereas  these  dates  comprehend  one  and  the  same  impression. 
The  former  is  attached  to  the  New  Testament^  and  the  latter  to  the 
Old. 

X  There  should  be  an  engraved  title-page— wanting  in  the  copy 
iKt  Althorp.  See  Dr.  Cotton's  various  ediHons  of  the  Bible,  p.  29. 
Upon  the  merits  of  the  version  of  1611^  read  the  opinions  of  sundry 
learned  men  quoted  in  Todd^s  Mem.  of  Walton,  vol.  i.  p.  91-2. 

(  Fine  copies  of  these  Bibles  are  described  in  the  JEdes  Althor^ 
fvaut,  vol.  i.  p.  76,  80,  81.  Of  these  impressions,  that  of  Baskett, 
1717>  ia  the  most  magnificent.  There  are  two  copies  of  it  upon 
TiLLUM.    Field's'great  Bible  of  1660  was  an  unrivalled  specimen  of 
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ations  from  the  established  texts^  he  will  purchase 
many  a  curious,  antecedent  impression.    When  he 

(he  press  of  the  times.  It  also  professed  to  be  very  caiefaUy  and 
accurately  printed^  in  order  to  counteract  the  mischievous  effects  of 
many  of  the  errors  of  preceding  editions :  and  yet  it  has  received  a 
severe  censure  from  Bishop  Wetenhalj  in  his  little  treatise^  entitled 
*^  Scripture  authentic  and  Faith  certain/*  1686,  p.  19 — inasmuch  as 
the  word  Yx  was  sulMtituted  for  We.  The  passage  is  thus ;  horn 
Acts  vi.  3.-*^'  Look  ye  out  among  you  seven  men  of  honest  report, 
full  of  the  holy  ghost  and  wisdom^  whom  We  may  appoint  over  this 
business/'  Fields  the  printer  of  the  Bible  in  question,  had  inadver* 
tently  put  '^  Ys  may  appoint**  &c. ;  upon  which  the  Bishop  remarks; 
that  '^  it  is  not  improbable  it  might  be  done  at  first  with  design,  and 
particularly  of  those  who  would  establish  the  people's  power,  not 
only  in  electing,  but  even  in  ordaining  their  own  ministers.*'  "  Bat 
I  think  (says  Berriman,  very  justly)  such  a  heavy  charge  ought  not 
to  be  admitted  without  clear  proof :  and  I  confess  I  know  of  none. 
The  error  might  easily  happen  at  the  press  through  negligence :  as 
H  is  certain  many  others  have  done.**  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak 
again  of  Berriman  at  the  end  of  this  note. 

In  the  old  and  not  incurious  library  at  Worlingham  in  Suffolk,  (see 
pr.  8  ante,)  there  is  a  very  fine  ruled  copy,  approaching  to  laige 
paper,  of  Hayes*s  Bible,  published  at  Cambridge  in  1674,  2  vols, 
folio.    On  the  fly  leaf  of  it,  is  the  following  memorandum  :  N.B. 
TIUs  Bible  belonged  to  K,  Charles  lid.  and  [was}  given  by  Iwn  to 
Duke  Lauderdale  and  sold  by  Auction  uf^  y*  rest  of  his  Books.**    In  a 
compamtivdy  modern  hand,  below,  is  written  in  pencil- 
Hark  ye,  my  Friends,  that  on  this  Bible  look. 
Marvel  not  at  the  feimess  of  the  Book ; 
No  soil  of  fingers,  nor  such  ugly  things. 
Expect  to  find.  Sirs ;  for  U  was  y  King's. 

In  the  same  library  is  also  a  most  beautiful  copy,  upon  large  paper 
(not  unconmion)  of  Buck  and  DanieVs  Bible  and  Prayer  Book,  1638, 
folio.  It  is  ruled  with  red  lines,  with  the  most  elaborate  ornament 
on  the  sides  of  the  binding  :  an  extraordinary  copy. 

Old  Tom  Fuller,  who  published  his  ''  Mist  Contemplations  on 
these  times,**  about  the  same  year  in  which  Field's  great  Bible  ap- 
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eomes  down  to  the  present  day,  be  must  exercise  bis 
choice mth  great  discretion;  and  must  fortify hiisk 

pesrad^  thus  notices  the  errors  of  many  preceding  impressions  (above 
aUoded  to  in  the  text)  under  the  quaint  title  of 

*'  FyefoT  shame* 

"  Considering  with  myself  the  causes  of  the  growth  and  increase 
of  imfnety  and  proflEmeness  in  our  Land,  amongst  others  this  seem* 
cth  to  me  not  the  leasts  viz.  the  late  many /aZse  and  erroneous  impres- 
sions of  the  Bible.  Now  know,  what  is  but  carelessness  in  other 
books^  is  unptefy  in  setting  forth  of  the  Bible.  As  Noah  in  all 
wuhan  creatures  preserved  but  two  of  a  kind,  so  among  some  ikim- 
indM  in  several  editions  we  will  insist  onely  on  two  instances.  In  the 
Bflbte  printed  at  London  165d>  we  read  "  I  Cor.  ri.  9«  Know  ye  not 
that  the  unrighteous  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  ?*'  for  ''  not 
inherit'- 

'^  Now  when  a  reverend  Dr.  in  Divinity  did  mildly  reprove  some 
Ubertmes  for  their  licentious  life,  they  did  produce  this  text  from  the 
authority  of  this  corrupt  edition,  in  justification  of  their  vicious  and 
inordinate  conversations. 

'*  The  next  instance  shall  be  in  the  Bible  printed  at  London  in 
qoarto^  (fcurbearing  the  name  of  the  Printer,  because  not  done  wil« 
fiiDy  by  bim)  in  the  singing  Psalms,  Psal.  Ixvii.  2. 

*'  That  all  the  Earth  may  know. 
The  way  to  Woridly  Wealth/*  for 
"  Godly  wealthr 

''  It  is  too  probable,  that  too  many  have  perused  and  practised  this 
cfroneotis  impression,  namely  such,  who  by  plundering,  oppressing, 
coeening,  force  and  fraud,  have  in  our  age  suddenly  advanced  [to] 
vast  estates/* 

Berriman^  (before  mentioned)  in  his  *'  Critical  Dissertation,  upon 
1  Tim.  iii.  16,  1741,  8vo.  p.  52-3,  also  notices  several  glaring  and 
unpardonable  blunders  in  the  impressions  of  the  Bible  during  the 
xvitth  century  :  of  which  the  chief  are  these.  In  a  Bible  printed  in 
Ihe  reign  of  Charles  I.  the  word  not  was  left  out  in  the  viith  com- 
mandment. Selden  in  his  Table  Talk,  art.  Bible,  sect.  XI.  says,  *'  a 
teusand  copies"  were  printed  with  the  omission  of  the  "  not*'  And 
Hcyh'n,  in  his  Life  of  Laud,  Book  iii.  p.  338,  fixes  it  in  the  year 
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salfj  as  much  as  possible,  against  the  seductive  influ** 
ence  of  brilliant  tjrpes,  hot-pressed  paper,  ample 
margins,  and  embellishments  (in  the  character  of 
Engravings)  of  all  forms  and  descriptions. 

In  selecting  what  I  call  a  good,  critical,  edition  of 
the  English  Bible,  with  explanatory  notes,  let  the 
united  labours  of  Patrick,  Lowth,  and  fVkithy,  in 
seven  folio  volumes,  (1731)  suffice;  but  if  destitute 
of  these  aids,  let  the  recent  labours  of  Doctors  UOyfy 
and  Mant  satisfy  abundantly  both  the  anxious  and 
enlightened  reader.  The  notes  in  this  edition,  every 
one  of  which  is  taken  from  the  annotations  of  some 
Divine  of  established  reputation,  contain  an  admirable 

1632.    "  His  Majesty  (Charles  I.)  being  made  acquainted  with  it> 

by  the  Bishop  of  London^  order  was  given  for  calling  the  Printers 

into  the  High  Commission  :  where^  upon  evidence  of  the  fact>  the 

whole  impression  was  called  in^  and  the  Printers  deeply  fined,  as 

they  justly  merited."    In  this  same  reign,  an  edition  of  the  Bible  was 

printed  in  which  the  text  ran  (Ps.  xiv.  1.)    **  The  fool  hath  said  in 

his  heart  there  is  a  God.*'    Mr.  Nye  (in  his  defence  of  the  canon 

of  the  New  Testament)  tells  us  that,  in  consequence,  *'  the  Printers 

were  fined  30001.  and  all  the  copies  were  suppressed  by  the  King's 

order.*'    If  the  fact  be  thus,  the  punishment  seems  to  have  been 

frightfully  disproportionate :  for  the  error  might  have  been  coin- 

mitted,  through  inadvertency,  by  the  most  respectable  Pnqters. 

The  wonder  is,  even  in  this  our  day,  not  that  errors  very  frequently 

occur  (which  they  do)  but  that  more  errors  are  not  discernible — <:on* 

sidering  the  millions  of  Bibles  which  perhaps  half  a  dozen  years 

bring  forth.     It  were  well,  however,  if  a  little  more  attention  were 

sometimes  paid  to  the  texts  of  our  Pbayer  Books.     The  most  car^- 

Ail  clergyman  may  commit  more  than  one  error  in  the  course  of  his 

perusal  of  some  impressions  ^  among  wliich  it  pains  a  dutiful  son  of 

Alma  Mater,  to  declare,  that  in  an  Oxford  edition  of  the  Liturgy,  of 

1813,  4to.  the  second  line  ^'  O  Lamb  of  God  that  takest  away  the 

sins  of  the  world,*'  is  printed  (at  the  end)  *'  the  sins  of  the  Lord .-"  a 

very  gross,  and  scarcely  venial,  fault. 


ENGLISH  filBLES.  39 

body  of  Christian  theology.*  He  however,  who  jshalU 
want  the  means,  rather  than  the  inclination,  to  pur- 
chase Patrick,  and  his  fellow  commentators — or  the 
biblical  labours  of  Doctors  D'Oyly  and  Mant — need 
not  hesitate  to  secure  a  neatly  bound  copy  of  Bishop 
fflUons  Bible ;  which,  till  lately,  was  the  usual  par- 
lour companion  of  orthodox  families.  Whatever  that 
excellent  prelate  did,  he  did,  literally  and  truly,  ^^  to 
the  glory  of  God ;"  and  if  ever  an  English  Bishop  may. 
be  said  to  have  been  primitive,  and  almost  apostoli- 
cal, it  was  Wilson  :  who  presided  over  the  See  of 
Sodor  and  Man.  His  Bible  is  now  depreciated  in 
pecuniary  value,  not  because  its  intrinsic  worth  is  not 
as  highly  respected  as  ever,  but  because  the  more 
extended  labours  of  subsequent  Commentators  have 
greatly  superseded  its  utility.  There  was  a  time, 
scarcely  seven  years  ago,  when  Collectors  went  me- 
lancholy, or  raving  mad,  if  they  possessed  not  the 
large  paper  of  Biishop  Wilson's  Bible  \\  That  time  is 

^  Among  the  iurett  tests  of  the  value  and  importance  of  this  edi- 
tion, is  the  anecdote  furnished  me  by  a  most  respectable  divine  of 
our  church — namely,  that  in  some  of  the  great  provincial  towns, 
where  there  is  a  most  rapid,  mustard-and-cress  growth  of  the  lowest 
order  of  what  are  called  Evangelicals, — the  work,  under  considera* 
tkm,  is  pronounced  to  be  fit  only  for  a  lumbbb  room  ?  Mr.  Hart- 
weU  Home  informs  me  that  Bishop  Hobart  has  reprinted  the  Bible' 
in  question  with  practical  observations  for  fiEunily  use.*'  As  if  there 
were  no  practical  utility  in  the  observations  and  notes  already  sub- 
johied !  < 

I  may  here  make  honourable  mention  of  Mr.  Boothroyd*s  new 
FamUy  Bible  and  Improved  Version,  just  finished  in  3  quarto  volumes. 
His  edition  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  is  noticed  at  p.  26,  ante.  Old 
Stackhouse,  the  friend  of  our  earlier  days,  has  been  put  into  a  more 
practical  and  useful  form  by  Bishop  Gleig  of  Stirling,  lliis  work, 
published  at  41.  I4s.  6d,  may  be  had  for  half  that  sum. 

t  It  should  be  observed,  that  to  Bishop  Wilson's  Bible  there  Is; 
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. .  probaMf  never  to  return.  However^  diera  » 
V  editicmy  called  the  standard  edition^  printed  at 
QOcford  in  1769,  in  qoarto  (of  which  large  paper 
copies*  are  of  excessiye  rarity — that  part  of  the 
impression  having  been  destroyed  by  fire)  which  was 
seen  through  the  press  by  the  late  Dr.  Blayney. 
There  be  those  who  rest  exclnsively  satisfied  with  this 
handsome  edition.  Let  it  not,  however  be  said  that 
I  wish  to  exclade,  firom  the  cabinets  of  the  curious  or 
pions,  those  impressions  of  the  Sacred  Text  which 

« 

prefixed*  a  list  of  English  Bibles,  taken  chiefly  from  the  prirstely 
printed  lift  of  Dr.  Dacarelj  in  177B,  Bvo.  3  and  which  is  very  credi- 
tably executed  by  Mr.  Cnittwell  of  Bath,  where  the  work  was  pub- 
lished.  There  are  also  varioos  readings  from  our  older  Bibles, 
between  the  text  and  notes,  throoghoat  Upon  the  whole,  this  pab- 
lieation  of  the  Sacred  Text  will  be  yet  fbfimd  to  hare  its  uses* 

Among  the  highest  prices  given  for  a  moroooo-coated  copy  of  tUir 
Bible  upon  i^uigb  papke,  ¥Faa  that  of  68L  IdSir-at  the  sale  of  the 
late  Colonel  Stanley's  books,  when  it  was  purdiased  by  Messrs. 
Arch  for  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  Bart.  On  the  appearance  of  the  Oxpord 
BiBLB  (I  speak  of  that  of  Drs.  D*Oyly  and  Mant)  the  price,  both 
of  laige  and  small  paper  copies,  fell  sensibly  and  rapidly ;  and  I  find 
that  the  same  booksellers  who  purchase4  the  Stanley  copy,  became 
purchasers  also  of  the  laige  paper  copy  at  the  sale  of  the  library  of 
the  late  Queen  Charlotte.  This  copy  was  bound  in  blue  morocco, 
and  is  introduced  in  their  Catalogue  for  1831  (no.  7O6)  at  the  dimi- 
nished price  of  WL  5t.  At  the  time  of  penning  this  note,  there  is 
probably  the  finest  known  copy  of  Patrick  and  Whitby's,  &a  on  sale, 
at  Mr.  Thoq)e*s,  in  seven  volumes  bound  in  nissia.  It  was  once  the 
property  of  Mr.  Onnerod,the  late  Vicar  of  Kensington  5  who  pur. 
chased  it  for  12/.  I2s.,  and  who,  on  several  occassions,  was  wont  to 
expatiate  upon  its  beauty  and  completeness. 

•  Mr.  Triphook  informs  me  that  very  few  copies  were  printed  of 
this  impression  on  large  paper  in  folio ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this 
sort,  in  the  possession  of  the  publishers  of  this  work,  in  morocco 
binding,  is  valued  at  8^  Bi,  The  small  paper  is  also  rather  an  un- 
common bode. 
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ipere  pat  forth  in  the  dissenting  school  of  Divinity. 
¥at  indeed  be  it  from  me  to  question  the  good  to  be 
derived  from  the  pions  exertions  of  Henry,  Gill, 
Clarke,  Scott,  and  similar  Annotators.* 

And  thus  much  for  Bibles  in  the  Latin,  Grerman, 

*  It  may  be  worth  while  to  state  the  best  editions  of  the  works  of 
these  eminent  dissenting  Divines ;  that  is  to  say^  the  best  editions  of 
their  labours  or  annotations  upon  the  Bible.  Hbnby^s  Exposition  of 
f&e  Old  and  New  Testaments' ^rst  appeared,  collectively,  in  1710,  five 
re^  Iblio?  but  the  recent  edition  of  1810,  in  six  vols.  4to.,  is  the 
be9l^— as  the  last  volume  contains  additional  matter  from  the  author's 
MSS.  left  at  his  decease.  Henry  was  a  truly  pious  and  excdleiit* 
man^  and  his  annotations  (evincing,  however,  less  learning  and  acu- 
men than  are  to  be  found  in  Gill)  are  still  the  delight  of  that  parti- 
cnLur  sect  called  ''EvangelicaL*'  Dr.  Gill's  Exposition  of  the  New 
Tmimmeni  was  published  in  1746,  &c.  three  vols,  folio :  of  the  Old 
in  1748,  &c.  nine  vols,  folio :  but  the  work,  advancing  in  reputation 
•ml  price,  became  rare— so  as  to  induce  Mr.  Bagister  to  put  forth  a 
new  edition  of  the  whole,  in  ten  vols.  4to.  I  recommend  the  anno« 
tations  of  Gill  to  every  theological  collector  -,  and  those  who  have 
the  qoarto  edition  will  probably  feel  disposed  to  purchase  Gill*s  Bocfy 
ofPraetkal  Divinity,  containing  some  account  of  his  Life,  Writings, 
and  Character,  in  two  vols,  quarto,  1773.  These  two  volumes  are 
wwdi  about  ILlBs.  The  labours  of  Dr.  Adam  Clarkb  upon  the 
BBile  **  with  a  commentary,  and  critictd  notes,  designed  as  a  help 
to  itt  better  understanding  of  the  Sacred  Writings,*'  are  yet  in  a 
eonrse  of  publication ;  blit  three  volumes,  in  4to.  may  be  had  enture. 
They  appear  in  numbers  or  parts,  and  have  met  with  an  extensive 
and  prosperous  sale.  The  learning  (especially  in  the  Hebrew  and 
Oriental  languages)  of  the  Editor  and  the  respectability  of  his  charac- 
ter, render  his  performance  an  acceptable  acquisition  to  the  libraries 
of  Christians  of  every  denomination. 

The  late  Thomas  Scott,  Rector  of  Aston  Sandford,  published  an 
edition  of  the  Bible,  with  critical  notes  and  a  commentary,  of  which 
the  best  edition  is  that  of  1822, 4to.  6  vols. — and  whoever  will  con- 
sult lir.  Hartwell  Homers  Introduction,  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  635-7>  will  be 
pA  in  possession  of  the  leading  materials  of  this  elaborate  produc- 
tion :  from  which  he  will  form  his  judgment  accordingly* 
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Italian^  French^  and  English  languages^  in  the  chro*- 
nological  order  in  which  they  appear  to  have  been 
published.  A  word — and  but  little  more  than  a  word 
— respecting 

GREEK  TESTAMENTS. 

The  choice  of  editions  of  these  precious  volumes  is 
perplexing,  and  the  number  of  them  almost  count- 
less. Yet  I  venture  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  following ;  from  which  two  or  three  may  be  se- 
lected. I  deem  the  Complutensian  impression,  and 
the  first  two  of  Erasmus,  1516-1519,  indispensable 
in  a  professedly  biblical  collection :  as  I  do  the  parent 
texts  of  Stephen,  1550,  folio,  and  the  Elzevir,  1624^ 
12mo.  To  these  let  the  critical  editions  of  Bengel, 
1734,  4to.  fVetsten,  1761,  folio,  Grieshach,  1796, 
8vo.*  Matthei,  1782,  8vo.  and  ^/^er,  1786,  8vo.  be 

*  Consult  Bishop  Marshes  S^enth  Lecture,  (1810^  part  11^)  upoQ 
the  merits  of  Wetsten  and  Griesbach:  of  the  former^  he  says 
"  he  alone  contributed  more  to  advance  the  criticism  of  the  Greek 
Testament^  than  all  who  had  gone  before  him :  and  this  task  he  per- 
formed^ not  only  without  support^  either  public  or  private,  but  dar- 
ing a  series  of  severe  trials^  under  which  a  mind  of  less  energy  than 
Wetsten*s  would  infallibly  have  sunk.  In  short,  he  gave  a  new  turn 
to  the  criticism  of  the  Greek  Testament,  and  laid  the  foundation  on 
which  later  editors  have  built,'*  p.  23.  Yet  is  Griesbach'a,  on  very 
many  accounts,  the  preferable  edition  :  not  so  much  for  philological 
notes,  as  for  the  establishment  of  the  text  on  the  purest  critical  prin- 
ciples. '^  The  days  are  gone'*  when  Wetsten's  two  closely  printed 
folios  are  to  be  obtained  (as  I  once  obtained  them,  about  sixteen 
years  ago)  for  ^L  10«.  half  bound,  uncut!  Wetsten,  clad  in  goodly 
calf  or  nissia,  is  worth  5/.  Bs,  even  at  an  auction.  The  late  un- 
fortunate Mr.  Lunn,  the  bookseller^  (one  of  the  best  natured^  and 
most  kindly  disposed  creatures  in  the  world)  had  a  passion  for  pur- 
chasing all  the  copies  of  Wetsten  upon  which  he  could  lay  his  hands^ 
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added*  Again^  if  a  selection  only  from  the  preceding^ 
be  requisite,  I  should  recommend  the  editions  of  Ste- 
phen^  Wetsten^  and  Griesbach.  Happy^  and  mora 
than  thrice  happy^  is  that  *^  Young  Man/*  who,  *^  with 
means,  and  appurtenances  to  boot/  has  the  taste  and 
zeal  to  indulge  himself  in  a  collection  of  the  Inspired 
Writings,  far  beyond  the  narrowed  limits  (prescribed 
from  necessity)  which  the  foregoing  pages  disclose  : 
who,  in  all  the  turnings  and  windings  of  the  Book-- 
manioy  casts  an  anxious  eye  upon  many  a  stately  folio, 
and  many  a  beautiful  duodecimo,  of  which  the  merits 
have  not  been  here  sufficiently  appreciated,  or  the 
beauty  sufficiently  depicted:  —  which  have  escaped 
the  researches  of  M asch,  and  eluded  the  vigilance  of 
Adler.  Here,  (in  the  department  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament alone)  the  ten  folios  of  Erasmus  stand  in 
one  compact  body  of  russia  binding ;  there,  the  ornate 
Sfephanine  text  —  coated  in  old  French  morocco, 
with  mellow  gilt  tooling  —  from  the  duodecimo  O 
mirificatn  to  the  reprint  of  the  last  folio  edition — 
catches  and  comforts  his  rejoicing  eye !  Yonder,  are 
all  the  Elzevirs,  uncut,  in  primitive  state  of  vellum 
binding ;  terminated  by  the  diminutive  Sedan*  and 
incoinparable  Bleauf   Beneath  are  the  lusty  folios  of 

in  HoUand :  and  told  me^  that,  in  oonsequence,  there  was  scarcely 
a  copy  obtainable  upon  the  Continent.  He  was  doubtless  smitten 
with  a  JVeUten  mania.  Griesbach  is  common  in  Svo.  but  the  large 
foper  copies  in  4to.  will  sometimes  bring  122.  125.  The  late  Duke 
of  Grafton  had  these  large  paper  printed  at  his  own  expense^  but 
my  ytsion  is  too  obtuse^  or  my  taste  too  uncultivated  to  call  them 
handsome.  ^ 

*  In  the  fine  library  at  Blickling^  (see  p.  30^)  ante>  is  an  extraor- 
&aiy  and  perhaps  unique  copy  of  this  diminutive  volume :  it  is 
vtUMt,  having  every  other  leaf  upon  large  paper. 
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Gregtny,  3iiU,  and  Kusiter^^^M  in  good  6ld  Oxford 
bindings,  npoh  larchb  and  lovely  paper :  rach  as  we 
must  almost  despur  to  see  revived  ^'  in  these  degene* 
rate  days  r    . 

LITURGY. 

It  may  be  expected  that  I  should  say  something 
about  the  editions  of  ourLiTuaoY — as  the  next  volume^ 
in  the  estimation  of  the  orthodox  reader,  to  that  of  the. 
Bible^  But  in  truth,  there  is  little,  bibliographically 
Qpeal^ipgy  which  can  be  advanced  upon  the  subject. 
The  origin  of  our  Prayers  must  be  sought  for  in  the 
devotional  volumes  belonging  to  ancient  Cathedral 
Services* — and  of  these,  again,  in  the  compositions 

^  The  ancient  Services  of  Salisburyj  York^  and  Hereford  caUie- 
drals— and  especially  that  of  the  former — ^have  been  chiefly  consulted. 
Upon  these>  the  reader  may  examine  the  notes  in  the  Bibliog,  Deca* 
mtron,  vol.  L  p.  9-12 ;  and  particularly  the  work  of  Oough^  to  which 
they  frequently  refer.  I  am,  however,  enabled  to  add  a  remaifc  or 
two,  which  may  be  worth  intruding  in  this  place.  The  first  edition 
of  the  York  Missal  is  allowed  to  be  in  1616 ;  but  the  Breviary  was 
printed  in  1493,  and  the  Manual  in  1509, 4to.by  Wynkin  de  Worde. 
Of  this  latter  volume,  I  was  wholly  ignorant, — (both  in  the  Deca- 
mercn  and  Typog,  Antiq.)  till  recently  furnished,  by  the  kindness  of 
Earl  Spencer,  with  a  description  of  a  very  fine  copy  of  it,  having 
many  rough  leaves,  in  old  calf  binding,  with  the  Wentworth  armSi^ 
in  the  library  of  Earl  Fitz william,  at  Wentworth  House,  in  Yorkshire. 
After  the  date,  it  has  these  verses  : 

* 

Sane  hoc  volumen  digesait  arte  fnag'uier 
Wynandus  de  Worde  mcola  londonU, 

It  contains  a  to  m,  in  eights,  and  n  with  six  leaves.  They  preserve 
in  the  Cathedral  library  at  Salisbury,  a  beautiful  copy  of  the  Salis* 
BUST  Missal,  of  1527>  folio,  printed  by  Prevost:  to  which^  from 
sundry  ms.  notes  prefixed,  a  great  importance  seems  to  be  attadied ; 
but,  in  truth,  this  very  edition  has  passed  through  my  hands  (though 
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of  the  Fathers  or  thb  Church.  The  whole  is  a 
goodly  tree,  springing  out  of  the  soil  of  Scripture^  and 
hearing  fruit  of  various  hues  and  qualities.  We  pre* 
sume  that,  among  the  varieties  of  this  tree,  that  which 
throws  its  branches  round  the  Church  of  England^ 
and  which  has  not  only  yielded  shelter  from  the  storm, 
and  shade  from  the  heat,  to  countless  generations, 

not  in  such  really  beautiful  condition)  more  than  once^  and  a  mode* 
nte  price  has  been  paid  for  it.  The  story^  belonging  to  its  acqui- 
lition,  at  Salisbury^  is  briefly  this.  The  copy  in  question  was  once 
Bishop  Bmnef  s^  whose  arms  are  pasted  on  the  reverse  of  the  first 
ktf>  and  who  is  said  to  have  given  172.  for  it.  From  the  Bishop,  it 
went  into  the  hands  of  Tom  Rawlinsou,  of  celebrated  bibliomaniacal 
memory^  whose  characteristic  C  and  P  ("Collated  and  Perfect)  are  on 
the  frontispiece.  After  him>  James  West  became  its  owner :  and, 
more  recently,  it  was  obtained  by  the  late  Mr.  Brande.  It  hence 
became  the  property  of  a  Mr.  Hurley — whose  real  name,  according 
to  a  letter  of  the  present  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  inserted,  was  Wikocks 
—and  it  was  placed  in  its  present  situation  by  the  said  Mr.  Hurley. 
The  last  ms.  note,  purporting  it  to  be  printed  ''  upon  vellum,*'  is  in* 
correct :  it  has  only  the  burial  service,  of  four  leaves,  beginning  '*  Te 
igUitr  clementissime  pater*' — so  printed  :  which  is  generally  the  case. 
The  value  of  such  a  copy  may  be  BL  5$. 

Bat  it  is  also  in  the  editions  of  the  Liber  Festivalis  Diri^cto- 
BiVM  Sacerdotum,  and  books  of  this  sort,  that  the  origin  of  our 
Prayer  Book  may  be  traced.  Caxton  printed  both  these  books,  and 
W.  de  Worde  and  Pynson  frequently  reprinted  them.  From  the 
fbrmer,  of  the  date  of  1483, 1  present  the  reader  with  the^rs^  printed 
English  version  of  the  Lord's  Prayer.  '^  Father  our  that  art  im 
keaoau,  hallowed  be  thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  to  us :  thy  will  be 
done  in  earth  as  is  in  heaven  ;  our  every  days  bread  give  us  to  day;  and 
foTgit>e  UM  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive  tliem  that  trespass  against  us  i 
mnd  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  aU  evil  sin,  amen*" 
See  the  Typ.  Antiq.  vol.  i.  p.  164.  The  Lord's  Prayer,  Creed,  Ave 
Maria,  &c«  were  sometimes  printed  separately,  in  a  small  4to.  form  : 
and  a  very  rare  edition  of  this  kind,  printed  by  W.  de  Worde,  is  in 
the  Public  library  at  Cambridge,  among  Bishop  More*8  books. 
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bat  has  invigorated  both  young  and  old  ^nth  the 
flavour  and  nutrition  of  its  fruit — ^in  other  words^  the 
Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England — is  eminently  en- 
titled to  distinction  and  commendation.  Stripped  of 
the  mummery  of  idle  forms,  and  communicating  di* 
rectly  with  the  heart,  our  Rationale  of  public  prayers 
has  been  seldom  criticised  (even  by  the  bitterest  of  itd 
assailants)  without  respect,  or  meditated  upon  without 
advantage. 

I  can,  however,  do  little  more  than  make  brief 
mention  of  editions  of  Prayer  Books,  beginning  with 
the^rst  impression  in  1549,  in  folio,  published  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI, :  but  which  of  these  three  impres- 
sions, of  the  same .  dominical  year,  and  sometimes 
month,  is  to  be  considered  as  the  parent  text,  I  will 
not  pretend  to  determine.  Certain  it  is,  that  Mr. 
Heber,  whose  marvellous  collection  is  rich  almost  to 
overflowing,  in  every  department,  is  yet  undet^mine<i 
upon  the  point.* 

*  When  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Heber  doubts^  such  a  man  as  he,  who 
records  his  doubting^  must  not  attempt  to  ascertain  and  establish  any 
very  decidoe  particulars  upon  the  subject.  However^  if  any  one  wiU 
take  the  trouble  to  wade  through  the  quantity  of  detail  respecting 
this  pointy  in  the  Typog.  Atitiq,  vol.  iii.  p.  463-6— be  may  endeavour 
to  come  to  iome  conclusion  therupon.  Oswen^  a  provincial  printer 
at  Worcester,  published  Grafton*s  text  the  same  year,  in  May,  in4to. 
See  BibUog,  Decameron,  vol.  i.  p.  vii.^  note.  Lord  Spencer  not  only 
possesses  Oswen's  impression^  but  three  copies  of  that  of  Grafton, 
differing  in  several  particulars  ^m  each  other.  Mr.  Heber  has, 
I  believe^  three  times  three  copies  of  the  latter,  but  Oswen  is  yet  a 
stranger  to  him.f    I  recommend  the  acquisition  of  a  copy  of  WMt* 


t  la  the  old  library  at  Blickling,  there  is  a  fair  and  clean  copy  of  the  June  im- 
pression of  1549— in  noticing  which,  I  find  among  my  MSS.  the  following  mem<^ 
randum ;  "  Look  at  the  marriage  service,  about  paying  down  money>** 
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From  the  time  of  this  edition  to  that  of  the  more 
recent  publications,  the  number^  character,  and  form 
of  Prayer  Books  is  without  end.  At  last  BaskerviUe, 
whose  Bible  has  just  been  the  theme  of  our  admiration, 
pnt  forthybtfr  editions  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
three  in  octavo,  and  one  in  duodecimo :  each  of  which 
still  maintains  a  certain  distinction  in  price.  They  are 
aU  lovely  specimens  of  press  work.*  Next  to  the  im- 


chtrch's  e^Hon  of  1553^  folio^  collated  with  that  of  Grafton's^  and  his 
own  of  1549 — (for  they  printed  their  edition  of  1S49  separately  and 
eonj<Hntly)  and  also  with  the  Communion^  printed  by  Grafton^  and  the 
Form  of  Consecrating  Bishops,  of  the  same  date — interleaved :  which 
h^  belonged  to  Bentley^  and  afterwards  to  Ruding.    This  copy  is 
marked  in  Mr.  Payne's  last  catalogue  at  6/.  6s,  but  is  now^  I  appre* 
hend,  safely  lodged  in  the  choice  cabinet  of  some  curious  Divine. 
Mr.  G.  Hibbert  has  a  copy  of  Marbecke's  curious  4to.  volume  of  the 
Pktayer  Book>  in  1 550,  with  pricked  music>  of  which  an  account  ap- 
pears in  the  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  iii.  p.  469.  Messrs.  Ogle  and  Co.  had 
a  unique  collection  of  the  earlier  Prayer  Books,  from  1549  to  1662, 
in  seven  folio  volumes,  *'  neatly  and  uniformly  bound."    Without 
(but  not  beyond)  price.     It  may  be  as  well  to  notice  the  subsequent 
revisions  of  the  Prayer  Book,  after  that  of  1549  :  namely,  in  the  years 
1559j  1569,  1603,  and  lastly,  166!  ;  which  latter  is  the  one  now  in 
common  use.    A  curious  collector  will  possess  each  of  these  distinct 
impressions. 

*  In  the  authority,  last^  referred  to,  p.  viii.,  note,  it  should  have  been 
specified  that  there  ar^  two  octavo  editions,  one  with  a  border,  and  the 
other  ipntbout:  each  in  long  lines.  '  The  one  in  double  columns 
has  no  border.  The  duodecimo  is  in  double  columns,  without 
a  border.  There  is  a  jQne  clean  copy  (in  ordinary  calf  binding) 
of  the  bordered  long  line  copy  in  the  library  at  Strawberry  HiH. 
RespecUng  the  Prater  Books  of  Baskerville,  the  late  Mr.  Stuart, 
bookseller  at  Worcester^  (who  died  a  very  old  man)  told  me,  about 
ten  of  twelve  years  ago,  that  on  the  death  of  that  printer  he  made  the 
best  of  his  way  to  Birmingham,  and  purchased  of  his  widow  all  the 
copies  of  the  Prayer  Books  which  remained,  together  with  a  consi^ 
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pre$aioD,of  the  Pmycir  Books  by  this  last  neiiUo&ed 
priater^  the  curious  covet  that  of  Jarvis,  exepute^,  ip  # 
small  but  clear  and  distinct  type,  in  double  columns, 
in  1 791,  Svo.  And,  more  recently,  Mr.  Bulmer  has 
tried  the  efforts  of  his  matchless  press,  not  only  in  a 
portion  of  the  Bible  of  Mr.  John  Reeves^  but  of  th^ 
Prayer  Book  also.  This  latter  is  printed  in  the  8vQ» 
and  12roo.  forms ;  and  for  the  sake  of  its  prol^o- 
mena,  or  introductory  remarks,  may  well  find  a  place 
upon  the  shelf  of  every  pew.*  The  Prayer  Books 
printed  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  are  chiefly  of  a  folio, 
or  quarto,  or  a  large  octavo  form.  They  have  also  a 
noble  and  comforting  appearance ;  and  most  discon- 
solate will  be  that  day  for  the  Church  of  England, 
which  witnesses  an  Abridgment  of  the  contents  of 
this  volume.^ 


derable  number  of  the  Horace  of  1762.  He  further  told  me^  that  he 
believed  he  once  had  the  largest  collection  of  them  in  England ;  but 
that^  at  the  time  of  mentioning  it^  not  a  single  copy  remained  upon 
his  shelves. 

^  The  date  of  this  work  is  1801.  Of  theBible^  edited  by  Mr. 
Reeves^  there  was  one  copy  only  struck  off  upon  vellum.  At  the 
present  moment^  this  membranaceous  treasure^  ''  superbly  bound  in 
dark  blue  morocco,  with  joints,  borders  of  gold,"  &c.  by  C.  Lewis, 
in  nine  quarto  volumes,  reposes  upon  the  shelves  of  Messrs.  Fayne 
and  Fobs  }  but  he  who  shall  give  Jifty^two  sovereigns  for  the  same, 
shaU  cause  it  to  rou^e  from  its  present  slumber.  Nor  let  such  a  price 
be  considered  as  having  any  affinity  to  extravagance.  In  regard  to 
the  general  accuracy  of  the  text  of  the  privileged  Prayer  BookJi, 
consult  the  end  of  the  note  at  p.  35,  ante. 

t  The  late  Marquis  of  Bute  once  shewed  me,  at  Petersham » a 

privately  printed  volume,  in  1773,  Svo.  called  An  Abridgment  of  t^c 

Book  of  Common  Prayer.    This  was  composed  by,  and  executed  at 

.the  expense,  of,  the  late  Lord  Le  Despencer,  at  West  Wycombe 


/ 
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Prom  treamires  fike  these^  the  enthasiastic  Collec- 
tor and  the  well  informed  Student  will  extract  what 

Bucks.    In  the  annexed  8ub«note*  is  an  extract  from  the  Preface ; 
and  here  follows  a  specimen  or  two  of  the  Abridgement  itself. 

'*  Hide  thy  face  from  my  sins^  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities. — 
Fnlm  U.  9.    Dearly  bdoved  brethren^  the  Scripture  moveth  us  in 
fondry places  to  acknowledge  our  mamfbld  sins  and  wickedness: 
Wherefore  I  pray  and  beseech  you^  to  accompany  me  with  a  pure 
heart  and  humble  voice>  saying  after  me"  &c. 

The  Te  Deum  is  thus  abridged:  ''  We  praise  thee,  O  God,  we 
acknowledge  Thee  to  be  the  Lord^  All  the  earth  doth  worship  thee, 
the  Father  everlasting.  To  thee  all  Angels  cry  aloud :  the  Heavens, 
and  all  the  Powers  therein :  We  worship  thy  name :  without  end : 
Voodisafe,  O  Lord,  to  keep  us  this  day  without  sin.  O  Lord,  have 
upon  US ;  have  mercy  upon  us.    Amen.'* 


T%e  Apostles  Creed, 

*^  I  believe  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker  of  Heaven  and 
Earth.  And  in  Jesus  Christ,  his  Son,  our  Lord.  I  believe  in  the 
Holy  Ghost;  the  forgiveness  of  sins;  and  the  life  everlasting. 
Amen." 

The  Liiany  is  reduced  to  eleven  sentences.  The  Collects  are  uni- 
formly omitted,  but  the  Epistles  and  Gospels  retained,  with  a  slight 


*  **  The  Editor  of  the  following  Abridgement  of  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
KagiiiiMl  thinks  it  but  decent  and  respectful  to  all  (more  particularly  to  the  rvf^ 
read  body  of  Clergy  who  adorn  the  Protestant  religion  by  their  good  works,  preach- 
lag  and  example)  that  he  should  humbly  offer  some  reasons  for  such  afi  undertaking. 
He  addresses  himself  to  the  serious  and  discerning.     He  professes  himself  to  be  a 
Phytettant  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  holds  in  the  highest  veneration  the  doc- 
trfaMB  of  Jesus  Christ.     He  is  a  sincere  lover  of  social  worship,  deeply  senrible  of 
its  ascfnlness  to  society ;  and  he  aims  at  doing  some  service  to  religion,  by  pro- 
fosiag  audi  abbreviations  and  omissions  in  the  forms  of  our  Liturgy,  retaining 
emy  tldng  he  thinks  essential  as  might,  if  adopted,  procure  a  more  general  at- 
tendance.   For,  besides  the  differing  sentiments  of  many  pious  and  well  disposed 
penons  in  some  speculative  points,  who  in  general  have  a  good  opinion  of  our 
dnirdi,  it  has  often  been  observed,  and  complained  of,  that  the  Morning  and 
Ercidng  Services  as  practised  in  the  Church  of  England,and  elsewhere,  are  so  long, 
nd  fined  with  so  many  repetitions,  that  the  continued  attention  suiuble  to  io  se- 
fkMM  a  doty  becomes  impracticable,  the  mind  wanders,  and  the  fervency  of  devotion 
h  ala^ened.    Also,  the  propriety  of  saying  the  same  prayer  more  than  once  in  the 
Mat  ierriee,  is  doubted,"  &e. 
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is  most  curious,  and  be  benefitted  by  wh^t  is  most 
essential  to  the  salvation  of  bis  souL  He  will  dig 
deep  ;  and  the  deeper  he  digs,  the  richer  he  will  find 
the  soil.  The  seasons  will  roll  along,  and  there  shall 
be  the  chilling  blast  and  the  barren  desert  without ; 
but,  within,  there  shall  be  one  perennial  yerdure  and 
one  inexhaustible  harvest. 


FATHERS  AND  COMMENTATORS. 

Nor  let  human  aid  be  wanting  to  give  eflfect  to 
Divine  Wisdom.  Let  there  be  a  choice  edition  or  two 
of  the  Fathers,  and  of  the  more  celebrated  ancient 
Commentators  ;*  and  passing  cautiously  through  the 

variatioQ  from  the  present  translation.  The  Commandments  are 
omitted ;  and  the  Sacrament  service  is  reduced  to  two  pages  and  a 
half.  Matrinwiy  has  only  the  same  number  of  pages  >  and  the 
Burial  of  the  Dead  is  compressed  within  one  page  and  a  half.  Surely 
ibis  is  no  very  encouraging  specimen  for  a  second  attempt  to  abridge 
our  Liturgy  !  It  is  not  likely  to  have  either  admirers  or  imitators. 

*  It  is  a  goodly  sign  of  the  times  that  the  Fathers  and  ancient 
Commentators  are  bought  and  read  with  some  degree  of  avidity* 
No  reasonable  man  can  doubt  the  importance  of  the  labours  of  these 
elder  Christian  sages^  who  has  examined^  with  a  critical  eye  and  an 
unprejudiced  spirit^  the  Reliquict  Sacne,  lately  put  forth  by  the  very 
learned  President  of  Magdalen  College^  Oxford^  Dr.  Routh.  These 
•'  sacred  relics'* — contain  ''  fragments  of  Authors  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Centuries  which  were  well  nigh  lost"  relating  to  the  earliest 
transactions  and  opinions  of  the  church  of  Christ.  Some  of  these 
fragments  are  here  given^  for  the  first  tlme^  from  uncoUated  MSS. : 
others  from  MSS.  not  sufficiently  collated :  the  whole  in  a  manner 
to  render  the  work  of  essential  importance  in  a  theological  library. 
It  was  published  at  Oxford  in  1814-20,  in  four  octavo  volumes*  The 
only  heresy  cleaving  to  the  publication^  is^  that  no  large  paper  copies 
were  struck  off  for  the  gratification  of  the  curious. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Routh  having  at  once  quickened  the  appetite 
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stormy  period  of  the  sixteenth  century— when  thft 
works  of  Luther^  Melanchthon,  Eckius,  Calvin^  Sta- 

and  ttrangthened  the  digestive  powers  of  the  *'  Youog**  and  ''  the 
Old**  ia  the  way  of  reading  the  ancient  Fathers— and  Schoenemani]^ 
in  his  B\hUoth€ca  Patrum,  1 792,  8vo.  supplying  him  with  a  list  of 
the  early  and  best  editions  of  the  Latin  Fathers— it  only  remains  for 
me  to  point  out  a  few  of  these  Fathers,  whether  their  writings  be  in 
the  Greek  or  Latin  language,  of  which  the  perusal  may  be  pro« 
doctire  of  advantage.  I  give  the  best  editions,  with  prices,  from 
Gitalogues  of  good  authority*  Origenia  Opera,  Gr.  and  Lat.  Paris* 
1718,  folio,  four  volumes,  82.  8s.  Chrysostomi  Opera,  Gr.  and  Lat« 
Farigy  1708,  folio,  thirteen  vols.  261. 5». :  to  which  add  the  collection 
of  the  Greek  Apostolical  Fathers  by  Coteleriua  in  1724,  folio,  two 
vi^.  3/.  13f,  6d.  Nor  omit  the  Qr.  and  Lat.  edition  of  SU  Basil, 
Fsris,  1721,  folio,  3  vols,  worth  about  72.  I7s.6d, :  Gregory  NaTnanzen 
most  also  have  some  share  of  attention.  The  edition  of  1609,  Paris, 
St  vols,  folio,  worth  Si,  ISs,  6d,  is  the  best.  Perhaps  of  equal  value 
to  any  of  the  preceding  are  the  works  of  a  later  Father,  Theaphylactm, 
of  which  the  Venetian  edition  of  1754,  8vo.  four  vols.  Ghr.  and  L.at.  ia 
the  best.  Brunet  says  this  edition  is  scarcely  worth  42.  4«.  but 
Messrs.  Bivington  and  Cochrane  have  very  different,  and  perhaps 
better  founded,  notions  of  its  value— since  they  mark  a  copy  in  calf 
extra  at  192.  1^.  The  preceding  may  suffice  to  the  ordinarjr  cot* 
lector,  for  Greek  Fathers. 

Let  him,  as  Latin  Fathers,  purchase  the  works  of  St,  Jerom,  Ter- 
MUan,  Lactantius,  Gregory  the  Great,  and  Si.  Austin.  Of  the  first, 
the  earliest^  and  most  important  publication  relates  to  his  Epistles, 
printed  by  Sw«ynheym  and  Pannartz,  at  Rome,  in  14^8 ;  2  vols,  folio: 
of  which  a  unique  copy,  upon  vellum,  is  in  the  Imperial  Library  at 
Vieoaa.  See  Tour,  vol.  iii.  488.  The  best  edition  of  his  works  is  that 
ef  VaUatnus,  (after  the  Benedictin  edition  of  1693)  in  ten  folio 
volumes,  of  the  date  of  1734-40.  Messrs.  Rivington  and  Cochrane 
have  two  desirable  copies  of  this  edition,  of  which  the  lowest  is 
Barked  at  212.  neat  in  calf.  Of  Tertullian,  the  best  edition  of  his 
wmks  is  that  of  Paris,  1644,  folio  :  Of  Lactantius,  that  of  Rome, 
1754,  8vo.  14  vols.,  or  Paris,  1748,  4 to.  2  vols.,  by  Lenglet  da 
fwtnoj,  and  worth  about  21,  I2s.  6d,  Of  Gregory  the  Great,  that  of 
Paris,  1705,  folio,  4  vols,  worth  61.  6s.  Of  St.  Austin,  the  Paris 
editioa  of  1679,  cAeven  vols.  folk>,  worth  about  1 42.    The  foregoing. 
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pleton,  and  others,  seemed  to  agitate  the  religious 
world  to  its  very  centre — advance  with  a  more  certain 

fbr  an  ordinary  theological  cdlection^  will  be  surely  considered  snffi- 
oient.  Perhaps  the  Appendix  Augustinianaf  AntY.  1703^  fblio^  may  be 
a  desirable  supplement  to  the  works  of  St.  Austin.  But  as  no  per* 
fbrmance  of  this  Father  has  made  half  the  noise  in  the  world  which 
his  ''  City  of  God'*  has  done>  possible  it  is  that  the  admirers  of  that 
work  might  like  to  possess  the  Jirst  edition  of  it,  (being  the  second 
book  printed  in  Italy)  executed  at  the  press  of  the  Soubiaco  monas- 
tery in  1 467.  I  doubt  whether  such  another  copy  of  it,  as  that  in 
Lord  Spencer's  collection,  be  to  be  found  in  England.  It  is  amiradie 
of  the  art  oi  printing,  considering  it  as  the  second  essay  of  the 
printers.  In  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Longmau  and  Co.  A.D.  182^^ 
no.  5764, 1  observe  a  copy  of  it,  in  the  '^  original  binding,''  marked 
at  the  moderate  sum  of  12/. 

•  Of  CouuBNTATOBS  and  Critics,  in  the  Latin  language^  the  list 
is  infinite.  As  a  Body  of  these,  procure  the  well  known  work 
entitled  Critici  Sacri,  first  published  at  London  in  1660,  in  nine  folio 
volumes,  with  a  tenth  vol.  in  1661 ,  of  '^  Tenas  Commentaries  upon  St, 
PauVs  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.'*  This  Voluminous  work  was  reprinted 
at  Amsterdam  in  1698,  in  nine  folio  volumes.  The  latter  edition 
is  the  favourite ;  and  of  this  I  remember  to  have  seen,  two  or  three 
years  ago,  a  magnificent  copy,  ruled  with  red  lines,  in  old  red 
morocco  binding,  upon  large  paper,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  R. 
Triphook,  and  valued  at  about  twenty  guineas.  This  is  not  the  only 
copy  which  I  have  seen,  and  described,  in  the  same  condition.  And 
I  beseech  the  theological  collector  not  to  let  a  fine  copy  of  good  old 
Matthew  Poole's  **  Synopsis  Criticorum/*  Lond.  1669,  folio,  five 
volumes— especially  if  it  be  such  a  one  as  Mr.  Payne  now  possesses 
— Utr.  1684  ed.  opt. — slip  through  his  fingers  without  becoming 
master  of  it;  for  it  is  obtainable  at  a  reasonable  price.  I  say  nothing 
of  its  reprints  in  1694,  Franc,  five  vols.  4to.,  and  at  Amst.  in  171 2, 
five  vols,  folio.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  consult  Granger  (Hist  of 
Eng,  vol.  ili.  p.  311,  edit.  1804)  for  a  brief  but  good  account  of  the 
merits  of  Poole's  Sjmopsis  -,  and  from  which,  no  person,  in  want  of 
the  work,  can  rise  without  running  to  some  of  our  principal  book- 
sellers for  a  copy.  What  Granger  says,  in  a  note*  bears  rather  hard 
upon  the  Commentators  in  the  English  language.  "  Thb  bo(^ 
[Poolers  Synopsis]  is  of  late  much  sunk  in  its  price,  though  intrin- 
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step  tbroogb  the  seventeenth — when  Grotius  abroad^ 
and  Tayhr^  Chillingwarth,  Mede,  Barrow^  Pearson^ 
and  Usher  at  home — to  mention  no  othei's — ^gave  a 
M^er  tone  to  controversy,  and  struck  out  more  bril« 
liant  truths  (if  I  may  so  speak)  from  the  oracles  of 
God.  Logic,  fancy,  eloquence,  and  persuasion  are 
combined  in  the  greater  part  of  the  writings  of  these 
incomparable  Divines.  There  was  more  courtesy 
in  the  age ;  and  in  consequence,  a  more  courteous 
strain  is  observable  even  in  the  vehemence  of  invec- 
tive. The  Divines  of  the  sixteenth  century,  with 
perfect  honesty  of  intention,  frequently  worked  them- 
selves up  into  a  whirlwind  of  indignation  in — what 
they  conceived  to  be  —  the  conscientious  discharge 
of  their  duties.  The  very  leaves  of  their  pamphlets 
seemed  to  smell  of  fire.  But  the  capacious  intellect 
of  Grotius,  who  was  at  once  a  lawyer,  philosopher, 

flicaUy  as  good  as  ever.  The  truth  is,  Latin  Commentaries  on  the 
Scripture  are  little  regarded  $  but  we  have  English  ones  as  often  as 
w^  have  new  almanacks.  I  have  myself  known  about  twenty  pub- 
lished within  the  last  twenty  years.**  Those>  however,  destined  to 
be  the  ornaments  of  our  church  and  the  champions  of  our  faiths 
jhould  never  lose  sight  of  the  Thesaurus  Antiquitaium  Sacrarum  col- 
lected and  published  by  Blasius  Ugolmus,  at  Venice,  in  1744-69^  in 
thirty-four  folio  volumes — of  whith  the  contents  are  so  temptingly 
set  forth  by  Mr.  Harris  in  his  valuable  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of 
the  Royal  Institution,  ^m  a  copy  in  the  same  coUection.  Another 
copy  is  in  the  British  Museum.  What  Graevius  and  Gronovius  are 
to  PROVAnrE,  Ugolinus  is  to  Sacked^  history. 

Messrs.  Ogle,  Duncan,  and  Co.  who  seem  to  have  a  peculiar  predi- 
lection for  dissenting  divinity,  have  marshalled  out  some  miscella- 
iieoiis  Commentators  of  this,  their  favourite,  school,  in  twenty-two 
Holio  volumes,  marked  at  31/.  lOs, — ''  very  neat,  and  uniformly 
iK>und.**  A  set  of  Commentators  in  4to.  bring  up  the  rear — in  fif- 
teen vol..— marl^  at  lOZ.  105.  "  neat,  in  calf  gilt,*'  of  the  same  -  er- 


and  divine/ gave  a  different  cbarMter  to  thecflc^d^l 
cotttfOYersy  ;*  and  the  beavenly-mindedriessof  J^Mfny 
Taylor  threw  such  a  charm  over  his  diction— *«diibJ- 
ted  such  proofs  of  genius  and  of  piety — tbat'tfmt 
great  man  may  be  considered  as  the  founder  ctf  a 
school^  (even  of  the  opposite  persuasion,^)  in  wbibh 

*  In  the  first  Law  lecture  delivered  by  Sir  James  Mackuit^tli  «t 
LinoolD*s  Ino^  seveml  years  ago>  and  since  published^  a  character  is 
drawn  of  GroUus^  which  I  wish  every  enlightened  Englishyian  to 
perase— more  than  once.  Grotlus  has  been  accused  of  a  leaning 
towacrds  Sodnianism  3  but  I  want  a  peculiarly-constructed  pafir  oT 
nental  spectacles  to  discover  this  bias  in  his  annotations  upon  Hbly 
Writ 

t  Among  the  chiefs  if  not  the  very  chiefs  of  those  writers  of  ^'mm 
opposite  persuasion^"  was  Richard  Baxter  3  a  divine  of  a  mo^ 
capricious^  yet  powerful  and  original  mind.  What  Frynne  was  in 
law  and  history,  Baxter  was  in  theology :  as  the  similarity,  in  point 
of  quaintness,  o^  the  titles  of  their  respective  works,  testifies.'  To 
possess  all  the  separate  pieces^  or  tracts  of  each  of  these  Writers,  is 
I  believe^  equally  hopeless.  One  or  two  of  the  homely  titles  of  Bax- 
ter, would  startle  the  unsuspecting  and  serious  reader.  But  these 
were  adopted  rather  in  compliance  with  the  fashion  of  the  times  : 
for  Baxter  was  a  man  of  great  gravity  of  demeanor  and  great  piety 
of  soul.  He  was  acute  and  learned  withal,  and  an  air  of  originality 
pervades  most  of  his  writings.  He  was  a  stubborn  champion  for 
non-conformity,  although  he  had  the  honour  (when  young)  of 
preaching  before  Charles  II.  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign ;  and  in  the 
year  1689  he  published  a  Tract  entitled  '*  The  English  Non-con- 
formity under  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  truly  stated."  One  of  his 
chief  antagonists — and  one  which  proved  more  than  a  match  for  him 
^-was  Bishop  Stillingfleet.  Baxter's  Works,  consisting  principally 
of  his  Discourses^  were  collected  and  published  in  1707^  folio^  in 
four  vols. — and  I  find  a  copy  of  them  *'  new,  in  calf,  gilt^"  marked 
at  \IL  lis.  in  the  catalogue  of  Mr.  Laing  of  Edinburgh j.  for  ikt 
year  1822 :  but  in  Mr.Baynes*s  Cat.  of  the  same  year^no.  52«,  I  pec'* 
ceive  ''  a  very  fine  copy,  in  original  binding,  sides  gilt>t  very  raiie/' 


t,  Tbii  is  %**  yarious^reading"  from  Mr.  Baynes'»  preoidiiig  «ii(«]ogue  of  iB21\ 


OLD  ENGLISli  DIVINES.  5d 

eothualasin  was  mistaken  for  inspiration^  and  where 
there  was  an  equal  glow  of  piety^  but  unsupported 
by  such  flights  of  genius  and  such  demonstrations  of 
learning.  The  school  of  Hooker^  Chillingworth, 
Mbdb,  and  Barrow — ^is  the  school  of  acute  perception 
and  close  reasoning. 

Yet  Barrow  was  perhaps  the  most  able  of  the  four 
writers  just  named ;  not  only  in  the  systematic  divi- 
sion, and  masterly  elucidation,  of  the  various  subjects 
of  which  he  treats,  but  in  the  copiousness  of  his  ideas 
and  of  his  language.  There  is  a  power  and  prodiga- 
lity of  expression  in  many  of  Barrow's  discourses,  as 
if  tbe  writer  were  conscious  of  the  inefficacy  of  his 
vernacular  tongue  to  convey  precisely  the  views  and 
bearings  of  his  thesis.  His  sermon  on  the  Atonement 
is  one  of  the  most  astonishing  instances,  which  pre- 
sent themselves  to  my  memory,  of  an  eloquence  as 
powerful  and  persuasive  as  the  ideas  are  original  and 
sublime.  Of  the  illustrious  Hooker — whose  memory 
is  embalmed  in  the  beautiful  biography  of  him  by  Isaac 

to  be  marked  at  I4l.  lis.  This  is  the  way  to  get  Old  Baxter  upon 
onr  shelves.  He  comes  "  in  no  questionable  shape*'  when  arrayed 
in  the  goodly  garb  of  primitive  binding. 

When  youngs  I  remember  to  have  read  Baxter's  ''  Cencordani 
Dttcordofa  broken  healed  heart,  sorrowing,  rejoicing,  fearing,  hoping, 
dying,  Uting,**  1681— -and  his  "  Cure  of  Melancholy  and  over  much 
sorrow,  by  faUh  and  physic,**  1683— but  thought  them^  as  I  should 
probably  yet  think  them,  desultory  and  unargumentative  perform- 
ances. Gleams  of  piety,  and  flashes  of  an  ardent  spirit,  are  disco- 
verable in  almost  every  thing  which  he  wrote ;  but  he  wanted  that 
sweetness  of  temper  which  is  the  charm  of  the  practical  works  of 
Hammohd,  and  that  brilliancy  of  imagery  which  stamps  the  e£fusions 
of  JsBsuT  Taylor  with  the  mark  of  an  original,  excursive,  and 
powerftil  mind. 


a^fi332;  tkirt,  tht  copy  is  described  to  be "«  rolled  with  a  border  of  gold."  Each 
dcacripOon  his  ita  peculiar  temptation. 
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Walton — it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  his  Ecclesiastical 
Polity*  is,  of  all  works  of  that  description,  one  of 
the  most  masterly  and  convincing.  Never  was  logic 
more  successfully  employed  to  combat  error'and  esta- 
blish truth ;  and  the  vein  of  common  sense,  as  well  as 
of  spiritual  comfort,  which  pervades  the  pages  of  that 
Work,  will  render  it,  to  the  latest  posterity,  a  popular 
as  well  as  instructive  performance. 

It  were  of  course  unpardonable  to  omit  the  men- 
tion of  LiGHTFooT  ;  who  }s  Said  by  Gibbon  -'^  by  qoo- 
stant  reading  of  the  Rabbies,  to  have  almost  become 
a  Rabbin  himself/ '^f-  No  divine,  anxious  to  become 
versed  in  a  knowledge  of  Jewish  rites  and  ceremonies, 
can  view  his  theological  library  with  *^  comfort,"  with- 
out a  copy  of  the  works  of  John  Lightfoot.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Pitman  is  now  occupied  in  putting  forth  a 
commodious  and  complete  edition  of  these  works, 
in  twelve  octavo  volumes:  purchaseable  for  about 
6L  6s.  in  boards. 

Pearson  and  Usher  were  profound  Scholai*s.  The 
"  Exposition  of  the  Creed*"  of  the  former  has  nothing 
superior  to  it  in  any  language.  Metaphysics,  logic, 
classical  and  theological  erudition,  are  all  brought  to 
bear  upon  that  momentous  subject — in  a  manner  so 
happy  and  so  natural,  that  the  depth  of  research  and 
variety  of  knowledge  are  most  concealed  by  the  feli- 
citous manner  of  their  adaptation.  Well  might  the 
great  Bentley  say  of  this  yet  greater  man — that  his 
"very  dust  was  gold.**  The  Annals  of  Usher  are 
admirable  for  sobriety  of  investigation  and  profound- 
ness of  learning.     His  Bo^  of  Divinity  may  be  sup* 

*  First  published  in  1593«  folio.    They  have  recently  (1^90)  put 

forth  a  handsome  reprint,  of  itj  with  Walton's  biography^  at  Oxford, 

in  S  Svo.  volumes. 

+  Mist,  Work$,  vol.  v.  p  226. 
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posed  to  be  tinctured  with  his  peculiar  (and  sonw- 
what  Calvinistic)  bias^  but  it  is  full  of  profound 
thought  and  pious  feeling.  His  jintiqmties  of  the 
British  Church  are  purely  historical ;  while  his  noteft 
upon  the  Epistles  of  Ignatius,  Barnabas,  and  Pofy>* 
carp  (Fathers  of  the  first  century)  prove  the  exteo* 
siveness  of  his  readings  and  the  depth  of  his  theologi^? 
cal  knowledge. 

A  word,  now,  as  to  Editions  of  the  foregoing  lumi- 
naries.*   I  own,  I  am  for  the  ancient  and  genuine 

^  The  names  of  these  and  of  other  thbolooical  Worthibsj  are 

thus  hooked  into  hexameters  and  pentameters^  by  Master  William 

I      Niotls,  A.  M.  in  his  Libri  VI,  De  Litem  Inventis,  Lond.  171 1>  8w>.  s 

Occnbait  Fellus,  fato  concessit  acerbo 

Laudus,  et  Ham MONDUM  flebilis  uma  tenet. 
£t  Chillinoworthus,  Babylonis  maximus  borror. 

BARLoviusque  senex,  hi  potnere  moHL 
Non  tna  te  doctrina,  O  Sandersonb,  nee  ilU 

Te  potuit  pietas  eripnisse  ned. 
Ante  diem  nobis  ereptns  et  ille  Barous, 

Cui  grates  multas  dia  Mathesis  habet. 
Atqne  raledixit  mondo  Pearsonius  ingens, 

(Ille  animata  qnidem  Bibliotheca  fait :) 
Et  SriLLfNOFLEETUS  patiium  repetirit  Glympnm, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Bereridge^  Dodwell,  Tenison,  and  More^  (with  respectable  ment 
tk>n  of  the  library  of  the  latter^  now  in  the  Public  Library  at  Cam«- 
brk%e)  follow  in  the  same  strain. 

f  The  best  edition  of  Groiius's  theological  works  is  that  of  Amst. 
IIS79,  four  vol.  folio,  of  which  a  copy,  bound  in  russia>  is  marked  at 
4i,  4s.  in  Mr.  Payne*  s  last  catalogue ;  and  a  fine  oopyj  upon  Imgf 
pi^>er^  in  yellum  bindings  at  82.  Ss.  in  the  same  catalogue.  The  best 
edition  of  ChUlingworth^s  works  is  that  of  1742,  folio^  worth  about 
R  8«.  in  good  condition ;  of  Mede*s  that  of  1672,  folio,  worth  about 
the  name  siui  t  of  Barrow*s,  1741,  folio,  two  vols.,  running  hard  upon 
4L  But  the  young  Collector  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  securing 
Ifce  Glasgow  edition  of  Barrow's  work,  by  Foulis,  1757,  12mo»,8i?t 
^Mt, :  which  fbrms  an  admirable  companion  to  TonsoQ's  edition  of 
TUloi$on*8  works,  1748,  twelve  vols.  l^mo.  Or  k«,n^y  nvit  W^  cpn- 


S  DIVINITY* 

impressions.:  the  good  old  folios:  published,  mther 
doriDg  the  lives,  or  at  no  long  period  after  the  deaths, 
of  the  authors.  During  the  seventeenth  century,  the 
Art  of  Printing  was  making  rapid  improvements  in 
our  country ;  and  though  inferior,  upon  the  whole^  to 
what  it  produced  during  the  first  half  of  the  eigh^ 
teenth  century,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  we  some- 
times meet  with  sets,  or  copies  of  Jeremy  Taylor, 
and  his  Contemporaries,  which  delight  us  by  the 
beauty  of  their  condition  within  and  without.  In 
such  a  state,  their  pecuniary  value  rises  in  a  double 
ratio ;  nor  was  it  without  sensations  of  considerable 
bibliographical  happiness^^  that  on  entering  the  third 
and  principal  room  of  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  I 
recognised  the  Ducto?*  Duhitantium  or  the  Polemical 

tented  with  the  Oxford  reprint^  recently  put  forth :  but  with  a  por- 
trait prefixed^  which  is  scarcely  worthy  of  being  attached  to  the  first 
edition  of  Tom  Hickathrift.  The  University  owes  it  to  itself  not  to 
continue  the  propagation  of  such  unworthy  resemblances  of  such 
glorious  Originals.  They  are  liberal,  but  their  liberality  has  not 
met  with  a  kindred  return.  Pearson  on  the  Creed  is  in  every  form« 
from  folio  to  duodecimo.  The  late  Dr.  C.  Burney  made  an  abridge* 
ment  of  it  in  small  octavo.  Among  the  folio  editions,  that  of  1715 
may  be  as  good  as  any.  As  there  is  no  uniform  edition  of  Archbi- 
whop  Usher's  Works,  I  give  the  follovnng  list  of  the  principal  portions 
of  them:  Body  of  Divinity  yl  6779  ^olio:  CArono/og^,  (in  Latin)  with 
a  Life  of  the  Author,  by  Smith,  Geneva,  1722,  folio :  Annals,  1678, 
folio:  Sermons,  1677,  folio:  Letters^  1688,  folio:  Antiquities  of  the 
British  Church,  (in  Latin)  1687,  folio.  These  volumes  may  be  had 
from  twelve  shillings  to  a  pound  a  piece  :  according  to  their  condi- 
tion. I  am  aware  that,  for  old  and  choice  copies,  in  morocco,  or 
calf  bindings,  covered  with  rich  gilt  tooling,  double  the  foregoing 
Ipriccs,  for  every  work  here  enumerated,  are  frequently  and  cheerfuUy 
given.  It  is  on  the  dispersion  of  old  family  libraries  that  treasures  of 
this  kind  must  be  sought  for :  and,  when  found,  gallantly  contended 
fcr.  Who  would  not  give  14^  I'J*.  for  the  copy  of  '*  Old  Baxter,** 
mentioned  in  the  note  at  page  55 } 
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Ducowrses  of  our  Jeremy^  clad  in  the  genuine  mo- 
rocco garment  of  nearly  the  time  of  the  author.  OA 
the  other  hand,  it  must  be  allowed  that^  howevitip 
ufiidiious  either  the  Young  or  the  Old  X!olleetor  may 
be,  in  the  pursuit  of  fine  and  genuine  copieis  of  this 
same  author,  he  must  not  dare  to  hope  for  the  aeqfil* 
sition  of  such  copies  as  those  which  grace  the  shelves 
of  the  Cracherode  Colmiction.*  Meanwhile,  It 
may  be  consolation  sufficient  to  know,  that  baffled  in 
all  his  attempts  for  choice  folio  copies,  the  '^  Young 
Man*'  may  possess  himself  of  the  octavo  reprint; 
which  has  the  advantage  of  exhibiting  many  referen- 
ces verified,  many  errors  corrected,  and  several  lacunae 
supplied  ;  together  with  a  Life  of  the  Author,  written 
with  all  the  glow  of  poetical  feeling,  and  all  the  die« 
gance  of  refined  scholarship.  The  uniform  appear* 
ance  of  this  respectably  printed,  and  carefully  super- 
intended edition,  of  which  not  fewer  than  800  copies 
were  subscribed  for,  has  probably  already  rendered  it 
a  scarce  work.  As  Taylor  has  been  long  called  "  the 
Shakspeare  of  Divines,"  this  impression  will  not 
want  buyers  of  more  classes  than  one.f 

♦  The  copies  in  question  are  of  the  Church  of  England  Defended, 
1674, folio:  Polemical Ducourses,  167 A, fo^AO-y  Ductor Dubitantium, 
1696,  folio;  Life  of  Christ,  1703,  folio.  In  this  latter  work,  great 
stress  is  laid  upon  possessing  fine  impressions  of  the  Plates.  In  my 
poor  judgment,  the  best  impresbions  exhibit  but  very  secondary  spe- 
cimens of  art.  I  observe  that  Mr.  Baynes  marks  "  a  fine  tall  set'* 
of  these  four  folios,  "  very  neat,"  at  8/.  8s, ;  but  not  in  all  proba. 
bHity  coated  h  la  Cracherode.  Messrs.  Ogle,  Duncan,  and  Co.  affix 
12/.  1£#,  to  four  similar  volumes,  *'  best  editions,  elegantly  bound  in 


russia." 


*  Critically  and  soberly  speaking,  it  is  the  only  edition  worth  pos- 
sessing for  the  purpose  of  careful  reading  or  frequent  consultation. 
My  neighbour  and  friend  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pitman,  who  superintended 
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Why  have  I  travelled  thus  far  on  the  road  of  Divi- 
nity Viritbout  mentioDiDg  the  Contemplations  of  Bishop 
Hall  ?  a  prelate  and  poet  of  very  distioguished  at«- 
tainments.  A  vein  of  piety^  and  even  of  an  original 
east  of  observation^  runs  through  the  greater  part  of 
his  performances :  and  his  ^^  Contemplations/'  in  par« 
tieular^  breathe  the  fire  of  poetry  as  well  as  of  devo- 
tion. His  works  have  been  long  and  justly  held  in 
very  general  esteem;  and  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Pratt  for  a  reprint  of  them  in  ten  octavo 
volumes,  in  1808.* 

the  correction  of  the  press,  and  detected  the  errors  of  the  old  edi- 
tionSj  throughout^  informs  us^  at  p.  ccclxx.  of  the  first  volume^  that 
**  former  editions  of  Taylor  swarm  with  mistakes :  the  punctuation 
and  state  of  the  text  are  very  defective :  verse  is  printed  without  any 
regard  to  metre^  and  prose  often  assumes  the  appearance  of  verse." 
The  Life  of  Jeremy  Taylor  prefixed  to  this  modem  edition  is  by  the  Re- 
verend Reginald  Heber^  now  Bishop  of  Calcutta :  and  has  been  recently 
published  in  a  separate  fbnn>  at  a  moderate  price.  This  charming 
and  instructive  piece  of  biography  will  be  reprinted^  in  a  good  hand- 
some octavo  fbrm>  and  with  a  larger  and  more  legible  type.  In  regard 
to  the  genuineness  of  the  work  called  ^'  A  Discourse  ofArtifidal 
Beauty,"  &c.  as  being  a  production  of  Jeremy  Taylor'— (see  pp.  lix — 
and  cccxxvii  of  Mr.  Heber*s  Life) — having  before  {More's  Utopia,  vol. 
ii.  159-3)  noticed  the  preface  of  it  as  '*  in  every  respect  worthy  of 
his  high  reputation^*'  may  I  not  ask  whether  the  Preface  only  be  not 
the  composition  of  Taylor }  Whoever  be  the  author^  it  appears  to 
have  been  written  as  a  Supplement  to  '*  The  Loathsomnesse  of  Long 
Hair,  &c.  by  Thomas  Hall,  B.D.  1654,  12mo.;  see  p.  288  of  the 
work  last  referred  to. 

*  Joseph  Hall  was  Bishop  of  Exeter  and  Norwich,  successively ; 
and  died  in  1656.  His  Satires  were  published  quite  at  the  end  of 
the  xvith  century,  and  reprinted  in  1753  :  but  there  has  been  re- 
cently a  feic-simile  reprint  (by  Constable)  of  the  earlier  edition.  1 
recommend  '^  the  Young  Man*'  of  taste  and  talent  to  read  the  mas- 
terly  analysis  of,  and  criticism  upon.  Bishop  Hall's  Satires,  in  the 
4th  volume  (alas^  only  a  fragment !)  of  Warton's  History  of  English 
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We  approach  the  eighteenth  century ;  omitting  the 
mention  of  the  thousand  strange  publications^  in  the 
department  of  divinity,  which  issued  from  the  fertile 
and  capricious't>rains  of  the  authors  of  the  preceding 
century — but  which,  appearing  to  be  now  forgotten 
by  the  great  bulk  of  readers,  are  picked  up  and  pr^ 
senred  only  by  the  curious  and  persevering.  Prynne 
alone  would  afford  bibliographical  gamboling  for  half 
a  score  of  years.  Penn  however  is  worthy  of  a  place 
in  every  theological  collection.  * 

Poetiy.  It  is  incomparable  of  its  kind.  Tiie  best  edition  of  HaU*s 
works,  in  folio^  is  in  three  volumes^  without  date — at  least,  so  it 
appears  in  Bajnes*s  Cat.  of  1821  >  no.  6426,  where  a  copy  is  marked 
at  3i.  10s.  I  once  possessed  a  goodly  copy  of  this  edition,  in  old  red 
morocco  binding,  with  a  ddicate  sprinUing  of  gilt  tooling-which 
I  have  reason  to  think  is  now  in  the  library  of  Hartlebury  Palace  in 
Worcestershire  the  seat  of  the  Bishops  of  Worcester }  left,  with  his 
library  as  an  heir-loom,  by  the  late  Bishop^  Dr.  Hurd.  llie  Con- 
templations of  Hall  were  separately  published,  in  an  abridged  and 
modernised  form,  by  the  late  Dr.  Glasse,  in  4  duodecimo  vols,  in 
1/93.  Doddridge  has  pronounced  these  Contemplations  to  be 
**  incomparably  valuable  for  language,  criticism,  and  devotion.*' 

*  The  name  of  Pbnn  is  known  and  respected  chiefly  as  that  of 
the  founder  of  the  Pensylvanian  colony,  or  author  of  the  Pensylva- 
nian  charter.  It  has  indeed^  on  this  score,  lasting  claims  upon  the 
gratitude  of  posterity  j  but  Penn  was  a  pious  man,  and  a  lover  of 
theological  authorship.  He  wrote  much  and  variously  \  and  always 
with  a  benevolent  feeling.  His  works  were  first  collected  and  pub- 
&hed  in  1726,  in  two  folio  volumes.  I  select^  almost  at  random, 
from  his  **  No  Cross,  No  Crown/*  (written  in  1668,  and  lately  re- 
printed in  1806,  8vo.)  the  following  characteristic  passages :  First— 
of  Christ's  Example  of  Suflfering.  '*  And  therefore  it  was  that  he 
was  pleased  to  give  us,  in  his  own  example,  a  taste  of  what  his  dis- 
ciples must  expect  to  drink  deeply  of :  namely,  the  cup  of  self  denial, 
cruel  tryals,  and  most  bitter  affictions.  He  came  not  to  consecrate 
a  way  to  the  eternal  rest,  through  gold  and  silver,  ribbons,  laces, 
points,  perfumes,  costly  cloaths,  curious  trims,  exact  dresses,  ridi 
jewels,  [feasant  recreations.— Plays,  treats,  balls,  masques,  revd^ 
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There  was  great  cant  about  this  time^  (a  eaat  not 
peculiar  to  the  period)  respecting  the  luxury  and  ia- 
dolence  of  the  Clergy.  The  poorer  part  of  tbem 
were  treated  with  contempt:  because  poverty  and 
worthlessness  seemed  to  be  synonjnnous  terms.  la 
1670  appeared  an  octavo  volume^  under  the  title  of 
The  Grounds  and  Occasions  of  the  Contempt  of  the 
Clergy  and  Religion  enquired  into.  ^^  In  a  Letter 

romances,  love  songs^  and  the  like  pastimes  of  the  world :  Noj  no :'' 
PentCs  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  360. 

A  little  before^  (p.  355^)  Penn  is  thus  speaking  of  the  fashionable 
habits  and  amusements  of  the  times — A.  D.  1668*— when  the  work 
was  written: — ''  Their  thoughts  are  otherwise  employed:  their 
mornings  are  too  short  for  them  to  wash^  to  smooth,  to  paint,  to 
patch,  to  bnud,  to  curl,  to  gum,  to  powder,  and  otherwise  to  attire 
and  adorn  themselves ;  whilst  their  afternoons  are  as  commonly  be- 
spoke for  visits  and  for  plays — where  their  usual  entertainment  is, 
JBbme  stories  fetched  from  the  more  approved  Romances;  some 
strange  adventureSi  some  passionate  amours^  unkind  refuses,  grand 
Impediments,  importunate  addresses^  miserable  disappointments, 
wonderful  surprises,  unexpected  encounters,  castles  surprised,  impri- 
soned lovers  rescued,  and  meetings  of  supposed  dead  ones :  bloody 
duels,  languishing  voices  echoing  from  solitary  groves,*  over  heard 
mournful  complaints,  deep  fetcht  sighs  sent  from  wild  deserts, 
intrigues  managed  with  unheard  of  subtilty  :  and  whilst  all  things 
seem  at  the  greatest  distance,  then  are  dead  people  alive,  enemies 
friends,  despair  turned  to  enjoyment,  and  all  their  impossibilities 
reconciled,''  &c.  Further  on,  he  talks  about  their  "  giddy  fancies'* 
being  ''  intoxicated  with  swelling  nothings  and  airy  fictions.'* 

It  should  seem  from  a  portion  of  the  first  extract,  that  Penn  had 
had  his  eye  upon  the  paraphernalia  of  a  toilet  as  set  forth  by  Anthony 


ThiB  reminds  ub  of  the  following  passage  in  Thomson's  Antumn : 

''  And  Toices,  through  the  void  deep  sounding,  seize 
**  Til'  enthusiastic  ear." 

*Biit  it  is  perhaps  still  more  poetical.  The  "  deep-fetcht  sighs  sent  from  wild  de- 
•scrtg,'*  IS  a  yet  more  daring  conceit.  If  Penn  woidd  have  buckled  himself  in  tiie 
^irtH*kio0d  «tMai«nt  of  metre,  he  «iig^|  have  Imcb  a  poet  of  the  second  ««ier« 
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written  to  R.  L."  of  which  workj  Echard  \&  the  repu- 
ted author*  It  exhibits  so  &ir  and  honest  a  view  <tf 
the  principles  of  a  Church  Establishment^  and  such  a 
lively  picture  of "  the  poor  country  Parson*'  in  thosi^ 
days — (no  very  unfaithful  portrait,  by  the  by,  of  some 
few  in  our  days)  that  I  make  no  apology  to  the  readeif 
for  the  subjoined  extract  from  it* — long  as  it  may 
appear. 

Brewer,  in  his  Play  called  Lingua,  1607 :  and  reprinted  in  Dodslej'fl 
collection  of  Old  Plays. 

*  "  I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  second  part,  that  was  de*signed,  vi2* 
the  poverty  of  some  of  the  clergy;  by  whose  mean  condition,  thek 
sacred  profesMon  is  much  disparaged,  and  their  doctrine  undervalued. 
What  large  provisions  of  old,  Grod  was  pleased  to  make  for  the 
priesthood,  and  upon  what  reason,  is  easily  seen  to  any  one  that  looks 
but  into  the  Bible.  The  Levites,  it  is  true,  were  left  out  in  the  divi«> 
sion  of  the  inheritance,  not  to  their  loss,  but  to  their  great  temporal 
advantage:  for  whereas,  had  they  been  common  sharers  with  the 
reity  a  twelfth  part  only  would  have  been  their  just  allowance,  God 
WIS  pleased  to  settle  upon  them  a  tenth,  and  that  without  any  trou-^ 
ble  or  eharge  of  tillage :  which  made  their  portion  much  more  con* 
nderable  than  the  rest. 

''And  as  this  provision  was  very  bountiful, so  the  reasons,  no 
qpEWStion,  were  very  divine  and  substantial :  which  seem  chiefly  to  be 
these  two ; 

''  First,  that  the  priesthood  might  be  altogether  at  leisure  for  the 
service  of  God,  and  that  they  of  that  holy  order  might  not  be  dis« 
tracted  with  the  cares  of  the  world,  and  interrupted  by  every  neigh- 
boar^s  horse  or  cow,  that  breaks  their  hedges,  or  shackles  their  com : 
Bat  that  living  a  kind  of  spiritual  life,  and  being  removed  a  little 
from  all  worldly  affairs,  they  might  always  be  fit  to  receive  holy 
inspirations,  and  always  ready  to  search  out  the  mind  of  God,  and  to 
advise  and  direct  the  people  therein.  Not,  as  if  this  divine  exemp- 
tion of  them  from  the  common  troubles  and  cares  of  this  life,  was 
intended  as  an  opportunity  of  luxury  and  laziness ;  for  certainly  there 
Is  a  labour  besides  digging  3  and  there  is  a  true  carefulness  without 
following  the  plough,  and  looking  after  their  cattle.  And  such  was 
the  employment  of  those  holy  men  of  old  ^  their  care  and  business 
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bnghten  as  we  step  over  thethrtf-' 
y^miteenth or  rather  gain  due  admission 

God^  and  to  charge  themselTes  with  the  welfare  of  all 
:  which  thing  he  that  does  with  a  good  and  satisfied  con- 
mce^  ril  assure  you  he  has  a  task  upon  him  much  heyond  tliem 
iflbat  hare  for  their  care^  their  hundiedls  of  oxen>  and  fire  hundreds  of 

sheep. 

'*  Another  reason  for  this  lai^e  allowance  was  made  to  thePriestSy 
was^  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  relieve  the  poor^  to  entertain 
strangers,  and  thereby  to  encourage  people  in  the  ways  of  godliness^ 
for  they  being  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  servants  of  God^  God  was 
pleased  to  Entrust  in  their  hands  a  portion  more  than  ordinary  of  the 
good  things  of  the  land,  as  the  safest  storehouse  and  treasury  for 
auch  as  were  in  need.    That  in  all  ages,  therefore,  there  should  be  a 
oontinued  toUerable  maintenance  for  the  Clergy ;  the  same  reason,  as 
well  as  many  others,  make  us  think  to  be  very  necessary.    Unlesa 
they'll  coimt  money,  and  victuals  to  be  only  types  and  shadows,  and 
80  to  cease  vrith  the  Ceremonial  Law.    For,  where  the  minister  is 
pinch'd,  as  to  the  toUerable  conveniences  of  this  life,  the  chief  of  his 
care  and  time  must  be  spent  not  in  an  impertinent  enquiry  consider- 
ing what  Text  of  Scriptures  will  be  most  useful  for  his  parish,  what 
instructions  most  seasonable,  and  what  authors  best  to  be  consulted } 
but  the  chief  of  his  thoughts,  and  his  main  business  must  be  to  study 
bow  to  live  that  week :  where  he  shall  have  bread  for  his  family  } 
whose  sow  has  lately  pigg*d  ?  Whence  will  come  the  next  rejoicing 
goose,  or  the  next  cheerful  basket  of  apples  ?   How  far  to  Lammas, 
or  o£fering8 }  When  shall  we  have  another  christening,  and  cakes, 
and  who  is  likely  to  marry  or  die  ?  These  are  very  seasonable  consi- 
derations, and  worthy  of  a  man's  thoughts.    For,  a  fomily  cannot 
be  maintained  by  texts  and  contexts  :  and  the  child  that  lies  crying 
in  the  cradle,  will  not  be  satisfied  without  a  little  milk,  and  perhapa 
sugar,  though  perhaps  there  be  a  small  German  System*  in  tiie 
house. 

*'  But  suppose  he  does  get  into  a  little  hole  over  the  oven,  wHh  a 
lock  to  it,  called  a  study,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  week,  (ibr 
you  must  know.  Sir,  there  is  very  few  texts  of  Scripture  that  can  be 
divided,  at  soonest,  before  Friday  night ;  and  some  there  be  thai 


*  12a.  The  making  of  sugar  candy  ? 


OLD  ENGLISH  DIVINES.  u 

iato  the  eighteenth  century ;  for  we  are  then  struck 
with  the  resplendent  names  of  Boylb^  Tillotson^ 

wQl  never  be  divided  but  upon  Sunday  mornings  and  that  not  very 
early  $  but  either  a  little  before  they  go,  or  in  the  going  to  church)  I 
say,  suppose  the  gentleman  gets  thus  into  his  study,  one  may  very 
DCftcgue^  what  is  his  first  thought  when  he  comes  there>  viz.  that 
the  last  kilderkin  of  drink  is  near  departed  ;  and  that  he  has  but  one 
poor  single  groat  io  the  house,  and  there  is  judgment  and  execution 
ready  .to'  come  out  against  it>  for  milk,  and  eggs.  Now,  Sir,  can  any 
man  think  that  one  thus  racked  and  tortured,  can  be  seriously  intent 
half  an  hour  to  contrive  any  thing  that  might  be  of  real  advantage 
to  his  people  ?  Besides,  perhaps  that  week  he  has  met  with  some 
dismal  crosses  and  most  undoing  misfortunes.  There  was  a  scurvy- 
conditioned  mole,  that  broke  up  his  pasture,  and  ploughed  up  the 
best  part  of  his  glebe  :  and  a  little  after  that,  came  a  couple  spightfiil 
ill-favoured  crows,  and  trampled  down  the  little  remaining  grass. 
Another  day,  having  but  four  chickens,  sweep  comes  the  kite,  and 
carries  away  the  fattest  and  hopefullest  of  all  the  brood.  Then, 
after  all  this,  came  the  Jack-daws,  and  starlings,  (idle  birds  that* 
they  are!)  and  they  scattered  and  carried  away  from  his  thin 
thatched  house  forty  or  fifty  of  the  best  straws :  and  to  make  him 
compleally  unhappy,  after  all  these  auctions,  another  day,  that  he 
bad  a  pair  of  breeches  on,  coming  over  a  perverse  stile,  he  suffered 
very  much  in  carelessly  lifting  over  his  leg. 

'*  Now  what  parish  can  be  so  inconsiderate  and  unreasonable,  as  to 
look  for  any  thing  from  one,  whose  phansie  is  thus  checked,  and 
whose  understanding  is  thus  ruffled  and  disordered  ?  They  may  as 
aoon  expect  comfort  and  consolation  from  him  that  lies  racked  with 
the  gout  and  stone,  as  from,  a  Divine  thus  broken  and  shattered  in 
his  fortunes.  But  we*ll  grant  that  he  meets  not  with  any  of  these 
aoch  firightlurdisasters,  but  that  he  goes  into  his  study  with  a  mind 
iM.caka  as  the  evening :  for,  all  that,  upon  Sunday,  we  must  be  con- 
tent even  with  what  God  shall  please  to  send  us.  For,  as  for  books, 
he  k  (for  want  of  money)  so  moderately  furnished,  that  except  it  be 
M  amaU  Gemeva  Bible,  so  small,  as  it  will  not  be  desired  to  lie  open 
of  itself,  together  with  a  certain  concordance  thereunto  belonging; 
•6  jdao  a  book  for  all  kind  of  Latin  sentences,  called  Polyanthba  ; 
with  some  exposition  upon  the  Catechism  (a  portion  of  which  is  to  be 
got  by  hettrti  and  to  be  put  off  for  his  own,)  and  perhaps  Mr.  Caryl 
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SnixiNQFiiEBT,  BuiiL^  Waterland,  and  Clarke^ 
followed  by  those  of  Sherlock^  Warburton^  Sbcker, 
JoRTiN^  and  LowTH  ;^    nor  should   the    name    of 

upon  Pineda,  Mr.  Dod  t^pon  the  CommandmenU,  and  Mr.  Cktrk*$ 
Lioes  of  Famous  Men,  both  in  Church  and  State :  such  as  Mr.  Car- 
ter of  Norwich^  that  uses  to  eat  such  abundance  of  pudden ;  besides, 
I  say,  these,  there  is  scarce  any  thing  to  be  found  but  a  boudget  of 
dd  sticthed  Sermons,  hung  up  behind  the  door,  with  a  few  broken 
gfartSy  two  or  three  yards  of  whipcord,  and  perhaps  a  saw  and  a  ham* 
mer,  to  prevent  dilapidations. 

*'  Now,  what  may  not  a  Divine  do,  though  but  of  ordinary  parts, 
and  unhappy  education,  with  such  learned  helps  and  assistances  as 
these }  No  vice  surely  durst  stand  before  him,  nor  heresie  affinont 
him*  And  furthermore.  Sir,  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  he  that  is 
but  thus  meanly  provided  for,  it  is  not  his  own  infelicity  that  he  has 
neither  time,  mind,  nor  books,  to  improve  himself  for  the  inward 
benefit  and  satisfoction  of  his  people,  but  also  that  he  is  not  c^Mible 
of  doing  that  outward  good  amongst  the  needy,  which  is  a  great 
ornament  to  that  holy  profSession,  and  a  considerable  advantage 
towards  the  having  his  doctrine  believed  and  practiced  in  a  degene* 
rate  world.  And  that  which  augments  the  misery,  whether  he  ba 
able  or  not,  it  is  expected  ^m  him .  If  there  comes  a  brief  to  town, 
for  the  minister  to  cast  in  his  mite,  will  not  satisfie,  unless  he  can 
create  sixpence  or  a  shilling  to  put  into  the  box,  for  a  state  to  decoy 
in  the  best  of  the  parish :  nay,  he  that  has  but  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds  per  annum,  if  he  bids  not  up  as  high  as  the  best  of  the 
parish  iu'all  acts  of  charity,  he  is  counted  carnal,  and  earthly  minded, 
only  because  he  durst  not  coin,  and  cannot  work  miracles.  And  let 
there  come  never  so  many  beggars,  half  of  these  I'll  secure  you, 
diall  presently  enquire  for  the  minister's  house.  For  God,  say  they, 
certainly  dwells  there,  and  has  laid  up  a  sufficient  relief."  This  work 
was  followed  by  some  observations  upon  the  ''  Answer  to  an  Enquiry 
into  the  Grounds  and  Occasions  of  the  Contempt  of  the  Clergy,  vnih 
some  Additions.'*    In  a  second  Letter,  to  R.  C.  1671,  8vo. 

*  It  were  useless  to  particularise  editions  of  works  of  authors  so 
wdl  known  and  so  frequently  reprinted :  but  I  recommend  the  ear- 
lier editions  generally,  and  especially  those  which  were  first  pub- 
lished after  the  deaths  of  the  authors.  In  Boyle*s  works  (edit.  1779, 
4to.  vol.  i.  p.  274)  I  exhort  the  pious  reader  to  a  perusal  of  the  Trea*> 
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Lbslib  be  omitted ;  since  it  is  most  conspicuous  upon 
the  rolls  of  Christianity.  A  contemporary  of  'HUotson^ 

ttse  of  **  Seraphic  I.ove/'— as  being  one  of  the  most  eloquent  an4 
beayenly  minded  productions  of  its  author.  There  is  scarcely  any 
thing  more  poetical  in  Jeremy  Taylor^  or  more  logical  in  Isaac  Bar- 
row. No  one  can  read  it  seriously^  without  rising  from  the  perusal  a 
wiser  and  a  better  man.  The  line  between  a  frantic  enthusiast  and 
a  ccrid-blooded  sceptic  is  most  happily  drawn.  Boyle  was  the 
ftyimder  of  a  set  of  Lscturbs^  or  Sermons,  first  published  in  17S9, 
folio,  in  three  volumes  —  comprising  the  labours  of  some  of  our 
gieatest  Divines.  Bentley>  Clarke,  Allestree,  Woodward,  and  others  : 
and  of  which,  the  late  Bishop  Watson  has  observed^  that,  '*  if 
all  other  defences  of  religion  were  lost,  there  is  solid  reasoning 
enoiagh  in  these  volumes,  to  remove  the  scruples  of  most  unbelie-' 
vers."  The  vrork  in  question  has  also  the  merit  of  being  charmingly 
prinCed  by  Knapton,  upon  excellent  paper.  A  good  copy  is  worth 
91.  18^.  6d.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  see  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke's  works,  alone 
iB'Ibur  folio  volumes,  1738,  printed  by  the  same  printer,  selling  at 
from  four  to  five  guineas.  It  is  not  quite  twenty  years  ago,  since  I 
lemember  them  drooping  beneath  the  hammer,  for  somewhere  about 
c^fateen  to  twenty-five  shillings.  Clarke's  Sermons  were  separately 
pubtiihed  in  thirteen  octavo  volumes,  and  in  eleven  volumes,  small 
dttodeeimo^  1749,  published  by  Knapton.  I  possess  a  copy  of  the 
latter  beautiful  little  edition,  '*  companion  meet"  for  those  of  Tillot* 
ioa  and  Barrow  of  the  same  size.  There  be  those  who  talk  of,  and 
who  recommend^  **  post  chaise  companions"  in  the  form  of  books. 
Let  lib«e  volumes  be  of  the  number-*  for  they  are  both  ezhilirating 
and  instructive.  I  would  be  understood  to  speak  of  that ''  sober 
rairth^  which  makes  us  wise  without  gloom,  and  cheerful  without 
fiivolity.  The  Sermons  of  Clarke,  Sherlock^  and  Jortin,  contain  a 
lich  fund  of  exposition  of  Scriptural  texts. 

Of  the  works  of  Bishop  Bull^  one.of  the  soundest  and  shrewdest  of 
our  older  Dinnes,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  his  Harmo^ 
ma,  dpoHoUea,  Judicium  EcclesuB  CathoUccs,  Vindication  of  the  Church 
rf  England,  and  his  works  concerning  the  Trinity  The  life  and 
labooxs  of  this  able  man  were  published  by  the  well  known  Mr. 
Nelson  in  the  English  tongue, — and  are  found  in  four  octavo  vo- 
lumes^ but  with  some  little  difficulty.  See  Mem.  of  Literature,  voL 
vL  p.  906,  9,%h  ^^.    The  life  of  Bull  first  appeared,  by  the  same 
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but  possessed  of  greater  acumea,  and  exhibitiDg  a 
more  condensed^  and  logical  style^  he  was  perhaps  the 

pious  editor^  in  17I3»  8vo.  in  one  octavo  vol. ',  and  it  is  not  verj 
unusual  to  find  copies  of  it  in  goodly  old  blue  morocco  binding :— - 
Qttch  as  comforts  the  heart  of  a  tasteful  Bibliomaniac.  Orabe  pub- 
lished Bisbep  RulVs  Latin  works,  in  1703,  folio,— to  whidi,  as  well 
as  to  portions  of  his  English  works,  the  late  Bishop  Horsley  was 
more  indebted  than  he  was  willing  to  confess. 

The  various  and  learned  works  of  Watbbland— -learned,  but  not 
mdtbout  some  admixture  of  ftncy  and  enthusiasm,  were  collected  and 
handsomely  published  at  the  University  press  at  Oxford  in  18^3,  in 
lO.volumes— under  the  editorial  care  of,  and  with  a  life  of  the  author 
byi  Dr.  Van-M ildebt,  the  present  Dean  of  St.  PauVs  and  Bishop  of 
Landaff : — an  editor,  capable  in  all  respects,  from  his  deep  theological 
learning,  and  general  knowledge  of  the  contemporaneous  learning  of 
the  day,  to  give  the  work  a  full  measure  of  solid  and  substantial  justice. 
But  there  would  be  no  moderate  limits  to  a  note  which  should  give 
even  a  brief  detail  of  the  peculiar  excnelleces  of  all  the  emuing 
Divines  particularised  in  the  text.    Let  me  say  a  word  only  respect- 
ing the  last}  one  of  the  greatest  and  one  of  the  wisest  of  those  who 
ever  filled  the  See  of  London.    His  *'  Prelections  on  the  Sacred  poe- 
try of  the  Hebrews,*'  together  with  his  version  of  Isaiah,  and  the 
preliminary  Dissertation,  are  the   principal  monuments  which  his 
pen  has  raised ;  but  though  few,  these  monuments  are  at  once  solid, 
beautiful,  and  perfect.  The  Church  of  England,  may  with  just  pride, 
number  Lowth  among  the  most  profound  of  her  scholars,  and  the 
most  exemplary  of  her  Bishops.     If  I  were  called  upon  to  mention 
six  of  the  greatest  works  of  our  Divines,  each  contained  in  one 
octavo  volume,  I  should  unhesitatingly  pronounce  the  following ; 
,Butler'8  Analogy,  Douglases  Criterion,  LowtKs  Prelections,  fVatsQn*s 
Apology  for  the  Bible,  Foley* s  Natural  Theology,  and  Prettyman*s 

Refutation  of  Calvinism,     1  entreat  **  the  Young  Collector,"  espe- 
cially if  he  be  destined  for  holy  orders,  to  lose  no  opportunity  of 
,  making  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  these 

books.  They  are  as  snow-white^  speckless,  and  brilliant  diamonds  in 

the  episcopal  mitre.* 


*  Paley  is  here  (erroneoiuly)  classed  among  Bishops ; 

[<'  Why  hangs  the  mitre  still  o'er  Pale/s  head"} 
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ablest  defender  of  orthodoxy  at  the  close  t>f  the  seven* 
teenth  century.  Ever  ardent  and  active  in  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  cause  of  vital  religion,  his  heart 
and  head  were  constantly  excited  to  the  brining 
forth  of  those  admirable  works  which  appear  to  bear 
the  stamp  of  immortality.  No  single  theological 
work  has  perhaps  received  so  much  applause  as  his 
"  Short  and  Easy  Method  with  the  Deists^'  first  pub- 
lished in  a  small  8vo.  volume  in  1697,  and  of  which 
the  reprints  are  innumerable.  Leslie's  theological 
works  were  collected  about  a  year  before  his  death, 
and  published  in  1721,  in  two  folio  volumes."*^  And 
again,  wishing  to  possess  works  of  equal  piety,  but 
of  less  learning,  and  with  a  leaning  to  the  opposite 
£auth  of  that  of  the  Church  of  England,  we  may  be 
well  satisfied  with  the  degree  of  instruction  to  be  de- 
rived from  those  volumes  to  which  the  names  of 
Owen,  Leland,  Lardner,  Doddridge,  and  Watts 
(not  to  mention  others)  are  attached.     Of  the  three 

*  A  good  copy  may  be  worth  21.  2«.  Mr.  Baynes>  in  his  catalogue 
of  1822>  not  only  holds  out  to  us  a  copy  upon  large  paper^  marked 
at  4U  4«. :  but  another^  in  imperial  folio>  extra  large  paper, 
marked  at  61,  6«/'  very  neat."  Mr.  Baynes  adds  that  "  it  is  believed 
that  Leslie's  works  have  converted  more  individuals  to  the  commu- 
nion of  the  church  of  England^  than  the  writings  of  all  others  on  the 
same  subject  -/'  no.  207.  Yet  Leslie  is  not  free  from  the  alliterafive 
foppery  of  the  age,  in  some  of  his  titles,  as  thus  :  "  Two  Sticks 
made  one;  or  the  Devil  upon  Dun:  a  parallel  between  the  Jessuits  and 
Dissenters^  It  may  be  however  essential  to  remark,  that  of  the  Rev. 
Archdeacon  Wrangham's  abridgement  of  Leslie's  *'  Short  and  easy 
Method^"  8fc.  not  fewer  than  twelve  editions  have  been  printed, 
with  10,000  copies  in  each  edition  ! 

saad'the  author  of  the  Pursuits  of  Literature] .  Let  me  hope  this  error  is  venial. 
In  die  gronp  where  he  is  above  placed,  It  were  difficult  (except  by  an  awkward  pe- 
riphratii)  to  make  an  exception. 
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Uttter^  and  especially  Doddridge^  it  is  impossible  to 
rise  from  a  careful  perusal  of  their  labours,  without  a 
conviction  of  being  benefited  by  their  research,  and 
comforted  by  their  piety.  Lardner's  works  contain  a 
mine  of  theological  learning ;  in  which  the  Student 
may  toil  till  he  is  weary — and  from  which  he  cannot 
fiiil  to  bring  away  much  that  is  curious  and  edifying. 
The  Family  Expositor  of  Doddridge^  should  find  a 
place  upon  the  shelf,  and  upon  the  table  of  every 
mansion  where  the  moral  duties  of  a  christian  are 
enjoined.  Doddridge's  heart  was  made  up  of  all  the 
kindlier  affections  of  our  nature;  and  was  wholly 
devoted  to  the  salvation  of  men's  soute.  Whatever  he 
did,  he  appears  to  have  done  '^  to  the  glory  of  God." 
He  read,  he  wrote,  he  preached — ^with  a  zeal,  which 
knew  of  no  abatement,  and  with  an  earnestness,  which 
left  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  his  motives.  He  was 
snatched  from  his  flock  and  the  world— both  of  which 
had  been  enlightened,  and  benefited  by  his  labours — 
in  the  prime  of  his  life,  and  in  the  full  possession  of 
his  faculties  :  but  He,  who  has  left  such  fruits  behind 
him,  cannot  be  said  to  have  im  maturely  perished.* 
Of  Watts,  the  companion  of  our  younger  and  later 

*  It  is  weU  observed  by  Kippis>  in  his  Biographia  Britannica, 
vol.  V.  p.  S03>  that  *'  of  aU  our  author's  writing's,  the  Family  Exposi- 
tor is  the  most  important  and  valuable."  In  the  Leeds  edition  of  Dr. 
Doddridge's  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  90,  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Francis  Hunt, 
Regius  Hebrew  Professor  at  Oxford,  is  adduced  in  strong  corrobo- 
ration of  the  excellence  of  the  author's  *^  Rise  and  Progress  o/ReU' 
gum  in  the  Soul/* — and  my  friend  Mr.  Archdeacon  Wrangham's 
Jlurteen  Practical  Sermons,  founded  upon  that  work,  also  bear  evi- 
dence of  its  excellence  and  worth ;  but,  having  expunged  a  passage 
which  appeared  in  the  previous  edition,  and  which  was  thought  to 
speak  somewhat  irreverently  of  it,  I  must  be  allowed  to  retain  an 
opinion  that  It  has  received  more  than  its  due  share  of  reputation. 
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yearn,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  without  reverence  and 
respect.  His  Hymns  are*  the  charm  of  oar  early 
yonth ;  his  LogiCy  the  welUknown  theme  of  Schoolboy 
study ;  and  his  Sermons^  Essays^  and  other  theologiccJi 
compositions^  are  a  source  of  never  failing  gratifica- 
tion^ in  the  advance^  maturity,  and  decline  of  life. 
The  man  at  fourscore  may  remember,  with  gratitude^ 
the  advantage  of  having  committed  the  Hymns  of  this 
pioas  man  to  his  infantine  memory.  What  Dr.  John- 
son has  said  of  him* — merits  an  inscription  in  letters 
of  gold* 

Nor  let  the  name  of  Macknight  be  forgotten.  His 
works  are  indeed  the  more  exclusive  property  of  the 
disciplined  theological  student ;  but  the  general  reader 
will  do  well  to  secure  his  inviting  quartos  upon  the 
Gospels  and  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament.  In 
these,  he  will  find  learning  without  pedantry,  and 
piety  without  enthusiasm.  In  short,  no  theolo^cal 
collection  can  be  perfect  without  them.  If  any  man 
may  be  said  to  have  exhausted  his  subject,  it  is  Mac- 
knight. 

SERMONS. 
Ere  I  descend  to  more  modern  times^  it  may  be 

^  "  Happy  will  be  that  reader^  whose  mind  is  disposed^  by  his 
YCfses  or  his  prose^  to  imitate  him  in  all  but  his  non-conformity :  to 
copy  his  benevolence  to  man^  and  his  reverence  to.  God.'*  Life  of 
WaHs,  I  do  not  particularise  any  editions  of  the  works  of  the  six 
aathors  last  above  mentioned ;.  inasmuch  as  every  five  or  six  yearei, 
new  editions^  mere  reprints,  are  put  forth.  I  only  recommend  the 
plan,  noticed  at  page  58,  ante,  upon  this  and  every  similar  occasion ; 
but  it  may  be  as  well  to  say  of  Macknight,  that  a  complete  set  of 
the  first  4to.  editions  of  his  works,  in  five  vols,  may  be  worth  lOl.  lOt. 
iaifine  conation.  The  £pi4.tles  have  been  recently  printed  with  the 
Greek  text,  in  six  octavo  volumes. 
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expected  that  I  should  go  back  a  little,  and  say  a 
word  or  two.  about  Sermons.  Whatever  may  be  my 
attachment  to  those  of  the  Old  School*   from  the 

*  It  was  mj  original  intention  to  have  given  a  list  of  our  principal 
preachers  and  Sennon-writers>  from  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  down- 
wards ;  but  the  execution  of  such  a  task>  as  it  ought  to  be  executed, 
would  alone  furnish  materials  for  a  moderately  sized  octavo  volume. 
Indeed^  the  collection  of  Old  Sermons  has  been  long  a  favourite 
pursuit  with  me— desultorily  carried  on,  I  admit — and  not  likely  to 
be  brought  to  any  satisfoctory  conclusion.  Were  it  so,  I  should  be 
induced  to  offer  the  public  a  small  duodecimo  voliune  or  two,  enti* 
tied  Specimens  of  the  Sermons  of  our  Ancient  Divines,  which,  with 
brief  biographies  of  the  Authors,  might  be  placed  upon  the  same 
shelf  with  specimens  of  our  old  Poets  and  Prose  Writers.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  the  reader  have  some  notion  of  the  probable  con-, 
tents  of  such  a  publication,  and  of  the  probability,  or  improbability 
of  its  success,  by  what  he  is  about  to  peruse. 

There  are  three  old  EngUsh  Protestant  Divines  who  have  long 
been  the  favourite  inmates  of  my  study  :  Latimer,  Fox,  and  Drant. 
The  Sermons  of  Latimer  are  indeed  familiar  to  most  readers.  They 
were  frequently  reprinted  iu  the  sixteenth  century ;  and  lately  (1738 
I  think)  an  octavo  edition  of  them  appeared  in  a  very  amputated  and 
imperfect  statQ — ^liberties  being  taken,  not  only  vrith  the  words,  but 
with  the  construction  of  the  sentencea.  There  are  also  omissions 
without  number.  I  happen  to  possess,  if  not  the  first,  undoubtedly 
very  nearly  the  first,  impression  of  any  portion  of  Latimer*s  Sermons, 
in  a  small  8vo.,  or  duodecimo  volume,  of  the  date  of  1548  :  and  of 
which  Mr.  Hibbert  possesses  probably  the  finest  copy  in  existence  ^ 
which  came  tom  the  library  of  Mr.  Bindley.  It  contains  the  funous 
Sermon  of  The  Plough,  ''  preached  in  y«  Shrouds  at  paules  churche 
in  London,"— but  which  was  afterwards  much  enlarged  by  the 
author.  These  are  followed  by  seven  Sermons  ^<  preached  before 
the  Kynges  Maiestie  wythin  his  gracious  palayce  at  Westmynster, ' 
1549.t     From  some  of  these  latter  I  select  a  few  specimens— cha- 


t  The  carious  in  old  Engliah  Divinity,  and  espocially  in  the  lucubnUkmB  of 
LaUmer,  are  Prided  about  the  existence  of  an  edition  of  the  Sermons  of  the  latter 
in  which  there  is  supposed  to  be  a  wood-cut  portrait  of  hun,  ia  a  pulpit,  either 
shuffling  a  pack  ofcards,  or  shewing  the  ace  of  tnimpi:  by  wayofilhutr  *ioii,fft 
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reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  to  that  of  Queen  *£lizabetb^ — 
each  reign  included — I  am  well  aware  that,  in  a  work 

racterbtic  of  the  blunts  bold,  intrepid,  and  forcible  style  of  the  preacher 
"^cuid,  to  the  uninitiated  in  Latimer  lore,  calculated  perhaps  to  startle 
and  provoke  a  smile.  For  the  better  understanding  thereof,  I  have 
modernised  the  orthography,  preserving  most  religiously  the  original 
words.  The  words  betr^een  brackets  thus,  [  ]  are  added,  for  the 
better  understanding  of  the  passage  :  but  these  occur  very  rarely. 

"  Thus,  God  conditioned  with  the  Jews  that  their  King  should  be 
snch  a  one  as  he  himself  would  chuse  theoi.  And  [this]  was  not 
much  unlike  the  bargain  that  I  heard  of  late  should  be  betwixt  two 
friends  for  a  horse :  the  owner  promised  the  other  should  have  the 
horse  if  he  would  :  the  other  axed  the  price  :  he  said  xx  nobles.  The 
other  would  give  him  but  iiii  pound.  The  owner  said  he  should  not 
hare  him  then.  The  other  claimed  the  horse,  because  he  said  he ' 
should  have  him  if  he  would.  Thus,  this  bargain  became  a  West' 
m'mster  matter.  The  Lawyers  got  twice  the  value  of  the  horse,  and 
when  all  came  to  al1>  two  fools  made  an  end  of  the  matter.  Howbeit 
the  Israelites  could  not  go  to  law  with  God,  for  chusing  their  king ; 
for  would  they,  nyl  they,  their  king  should  be  of  his  chusing,  lest 
they  should  walk  inordinately,  in  a  dcceivable  way^  unto  their  utter 
loss  and  destruction.**     B.  uii. 

Edward  the  Sixth  was  then  upon  the  throne  of  England :— -and,  a' 
little  farther,  Latimer  (somewhat  strangely,  if  not  ungraciously) 
adds  :  "  Well,  the  King's  grace  hath  sisters,  my  Lady  Mary,  and 
my  Lady  Elizabeth,  which  by  succession  and  course  are  inheritors  to 
the  crown.  Who,  if  they  should  marry  with  stmngers,  what  should 
ensue  €rod  kxoweth.  But  God  grant  they  never  come  unto  cours- 
ing nor  succeeding,"  &c.     What  follows,  a  page  or  two  onwards,  is 

bii  pecuBar  maimer.    This  is  said  to  hare  been  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hone  upon  bit 
trial  for  a  parody  of  a  portion  of  the  Litorgy,  and  the  copy  was  sud  to  be  in  the' 
Ubrtry  of  Red  Cross-street,  belonging  to  the  body  of  Dissenters.  I  have  ezamiiied' 
tbatlUiraTy,  and  particularly  the  tnro  editions  of  Latimer's  Sermons,  1562, 1588»: 
which  it  contains.    These  are  fine  and  genuine  copies  ;  and  of  the  former,  there 
are  two  parts ;  but  in  neither  does  there  appear  to  be  a  portrait  of  Latimeu.  I 
hart  a  ■titmg  suspicion,  not  only  that  no  such  cut  exists,  but  that  the  portrut  of 
hin  upon  copper,  in  the  reprint  of  1635, 4to.  may  be  /Ictitiout,    It  should  be  here 
iilUfiul,  In  reference  to  Mr.  Hibbert's  copy  aboTementioned,  that  it  contains  two 
idiliiMl  ScnBontol  Latimer,  of  the  date  of  1550. 
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of  this  nature^  it  will  be  mjr  duty  to  notice  and  reeom^ 
mend  those  discourses  which  are  useful  and  popular^ 

not  a  little  carious  and  characteristic.  ''  In  a  King,  God  reqnireth 
ftith^  not  excess  of  horses.  Horsed  for  a  King  be  good  and  neces- 
8ary>  if  they  be  weU  used ;  but  horses  are  not  to  be  preferred  above 
poor  men.  I  was  once  offended  with  the  King's  horses,  and  there- 
fere  took  occasion  to  speak  in  the  presence  of  the  King's  Miyesty, 
that  dead  isj  ^pidien  Abbeys  stood.  Abbeys  were  ordained  for  the 
comfort  of  the  poor.  Wherefore,  I  said,  it  was  not  decent  that  the 
King's  hordes  should  be  kept  in  them,  as  many  were  at  that  time, 
the  living  of  poor  men  thereby  minished  and  taken  away.  But  after- 
ward, a  certain  nobleman  said  to  me,  ''  what  hast  thou  to  do  with 
the  King's  horses  ?"  I  answered  and  said  ''  I  speak  my  conscience 
as  God's  word  directeth  me."  He  said  horses  be  the  maintenances 
and  part  of  a  King's  honour,  and  also  of  his  realm  5  wherefore,  in 
speaking  against  them,  ye  are  against  the  King's  honour.  I  an- 
swered, '^  God  teacheth  what  honour  is  decent  for  the  King,  and  for 
all  other  men,  according  unto  their  vocations.  God  appointeth  every 
king  a  sufficient  living  for  his  state  and  degree,  both  by  lands  and 
other  customs :  and  it  is  lawful  for  every  King  to  enjoy  the  same 
goods  and  possessions.  But  to  extort  and  take  away  the  right  of  the 
poor,  is  against  the  honour  of  the  king.  And  you  do  move  the  King 
to  do  after  that  manner,  then  you  speak  against  the  honour  of  the 
king :  for  I  full  certify  you,  extortioners,  violent  oppressors,  ingros. 
sers  of  tenements  and  lands,  through  whose  covetousness  villages 
decay  and  fiill  down  [and]  the  king's  liege  people,  for  lack  of  suste- 
nance, are  famished  and  decayed.  They  be  those  which  speak 
against  the  honour  of  the  King.*'     C,  ii.  in. 

In  this  same  sermon,  Latimer  shews  his  zeal  and  anxiety  about 
the  YouNo  King's  taking  a  suitable  wife.  "  Let  us  not  impute  sin 
unto  the  Jews  because  they  had  many  wives  :  for  they  had  a  dispen- 
sation so  to  do.  Christ  limiteth  one  wife  unto  us  only ;  and  it  is  a 
gieat  thing  for  a  man  to  rule  one  wife  rightly  and  ordinately.  For 
a  woman  is  frail  and  procUve  unto  all  evils  :  a  woman  is  a  very  weak 
vessel,  and  may  soon  deceive  a  man,  and  bring  him  unto  eviL  Many 
eximiples  we  have  in  Holy  Scripture.  Adam  had  but  one  wife, 
called  Eve  ^  and  how  soon  had  she  brought  him  to  consent  unto 
evil,  and  to  come  to  destruction.  How  did  wicked  Jesabel  prevent 
king  Hacab's  heart  from  God  and  aU  godliness,  and  finally  unto  de- 


OLD  SERMONS.  7^ 

rather  than  thosa  which,  are  merely  curious  and  uon , 
commoD.    But  let  us  not  be  ungrateful  to  our  fore«> 

sftniction !  It  is  a  very  liard  thing  for  a  man  to  rule  weU  one  womao* 
Hierefore,  let  our  King^  what  time  his  Grace  shall  be  so  minded  to . 
take  a  wife»  to  chose  him  one  which  is  of  God^  that  isj  which  is  of  the 
household  of  fiuth."  The  way  in  which  he  introduces  the  sulgect^ 
as  connected  with  the  Eing^s  shilling,  just  coined^  is  ingenioua: 
enough.  "  We  have  now  (says  he)  a  pretty  little  shilling :  indeed 
a  Teiy  pretty  one.  I  have  but  one^  I  think,  in  my  purse  :  and  the 
last  day  I  had  put  it  away,  almost  for  an  old  groat>  and  so  I  trust 
some  will  take  them.*  The  fineness  of  the  silver  I  cannot  see :  but 
therein  is  printed  a  fine  sentence-^that  is^  **  Timor  ddfims  viU  vel 
mpientie**  The  Fear  of  the  Lord  u  thefowUain  of  life  or  wisdom^  } 
would  God  this  sentence  were  always  printed  in  the  heart  of  the  King 
in  choosing  his  wife,  and  in  all  his  officers.'* ....  '/  Let  the  King, 
therefore^  choose  unto  him  a  godly  wife^  whereby  he  shaU  the  better 
live  chaste,  and  in  so  living  all  godliness  shall  increase  and  righteous- 
ness be  maintained.  I  know  hereafter  some  will  come  and  move 
your  Grace  towards  wantonness  and  to  the  inclination  of  the  flesh 
and  vain  afifections,"  &c.  Sign.  C,  v. 

In  another  part  of  the  Sermon,  the  worthy  Bishop  maintains  a  very 
stiff  and  severe  opinion  respecting  the  frequency  and  lightness  of  mar- 
xiages  in  England,  as  in  the  following  passage  : — '^  There  was  never 
such  marrying  in  England,  as  is  now.  I  hear  tell  of  stealing  of  wards 
to  marry  their  chUdren  to.  This  is  a  strange  kind  of  stealings  but  it 
is  not  the  wards^  it  is  the  lands  that  they  steal.  And  some  there  be. 
that  knit  up  marriages  together  not  for  any  love  or  godliness  in  the 
parties,  but  to  get  friendship,  and  make  them  strong  in  the  reafan>  to 
encrease  their  possessions  and  to  join  land  to  land.  And  other  there 
be  that  inveigle  men's  daughters,  in  the  contempt  of  their  fathers^. 


*  It  shoidd  seem  that  Urfimer  got  a  little  into  disgrace  by  this  familiar  me^ 
of  King  Edward's  shilling ;  for,  in  a  subsequent  sermon,  he  thus  obserFes  upon  it : 
**  Thus  they  burdened  me  ever  with  sedition.  So  this  gentleman  cometh  up  now  with 
sedSdon.  And  wot  ye  what  ?  I  chanced,  in  my  last  sermon,  to  speak  a  merry 
word  of  the  hew  shilling — to  refresh  my  auditory— how  I  was  like  to  put  away 
my  new  shilling  for  an  old  groat:  I  was  herein  noted  to  speak  seditiously.  Yet 
comfort  myself  in  one  thing,  that  I  am  not  alone,  and  that  I  hare  a  fellow  i  for,  it 
uamiolatio  miterortm.  It  is  the  comfort  of  the  wretched  to  ha?e  company."  Sign. 
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fiftdiera.  Let'  m  tememb^ir  the  good  oM  stock  upon 
which  many  a  comparatiyely  modern  graft  has  been 

and  go  about  to  many  them  without  their  consent.  This  marrying 
is  ungodly.  And  many  parents  constrain  their  sons  and  daughtera 
to  marry  where  they  love  not^  and  some  are  beaten  and  compulsed* 
And  they  that  marry  thus^  marry  in  a  forgetfiilness  and  obliviousness 
of  God's  commandments."     Sign.  N  viij. 

In  the  foregoing  extracts^  those  specimens  have  been  selected 
which  may  be  thought  to  exhibit  the  peculiarities  of  Latimer  as  con- 
nected  rather  with  temporal  subjects^  or  even  perwnal  anecdote,  I 
shall  now  select  a  few  specimens  as  exhibiting  his  opinions  rather 
iqpon  epirUual  subjects :  but  in  which  all  the  quaintness  and  origina- 
lity of  the  preacher  are  not  less  discernible,    first  of  Psayer. 

''  What  should  it  mean  that  God  would  have  us  so  diligent  and 
earnest  in  prayer  ?  Hath  he  such  pleasure  in  our  works }  Many  talk 
of  prayer^  and  make  it  a  lip  labouring.     Praying  is  not  babling,  nor 

praying  is  not  monkery.'*     "  When  we  pray>  we  come 

unto  him  in  the  con6dence  of  Christ's  merits^  and  thus  offering  up 
our  prayers,  they  shall  be  heard  for  Christ's  sake.  Yea,  Christ  will 
gfier  them  up  for  us,  that  offered  up  once  his  sacrifice  to  Godi  which 
was  acceptable,  and  he  that  cometh  with  any  other  mean  than  this, 
God  knoweth  him  not.  This  is  not  the  Mistal  sacrifice,  the  Popish 
saorifioe  to  stand  at  the  altar  and  offer  up  Christ  again.  Out  upon  it 
that  ever  it  was  used  !*'     Sign.  N.  iiii4 

Secondly,  of  the  Sacrambnt  ;  or,  the  fitness  of  the  Poor  as  well 
as  of  the  Higher  Classes  to  receive  it  : 

''  The  sign  of  a  thing  hath  often  times  the  name  of  a  thing  that  it 
signifieth.  As  the  Supper  of  the  Lord  is  the  sacrament  of  another 
thing,  it  is  a  commemoration  of  his  death  which  suffered  once  for  ui, 
and  because  it  is  a  sign  of  Christ's  offering  up,  therefore  he  bears  the 
name  thereof.  And  this  sacrifice  a  woman  can  offer  as  well  as  a 
man.  Yea,  a  poor  woman  in  the  belfrey  hath  as  good  authority  to 
oifer  up  this  sacrifice,  as*  hath  the  Bishop  in  his  pontificalibus,  with 
his  wire  on  his  Jiead,  his  rings  on  his  fingers,  and  sandals  on  his 
fliet.  •  And  whosoever  oometh,  asking  the  Father  remedy  in  his  neces- 
sity for  Christ's  sake,  he  ofiereth  up  as  acceptable  a  sacrifice  as  any 
Bishop  can  do.    And  so  to  make  an  end."     Sign,  N  Uii.  rev. 

Thirdly,  ofFAiTB  :  *'  This  faith,  is  a  great  state,  a  lady,  a  Duchess, 
m  great  womatt>  and  she  hath  ever  a  great  company  and  train  about 
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madq.  The  days  of  PauFs  Crws^  and  of  stone  pulpits^ 
are  pasty  never  to  be  recalled;  but '^ the  divinity  which 

her,  as  a  noble  estate  ought  to  have.  First,  she  hath  a  gentleman 
usher  that  goeth  before  her,  and  where  he  is  not  there  Is  not  Ladt 
Faith. 

"  This  gentleman  Usher  is  called  Jgnitio  Peccaiorum :  "  know*^ 
ledge  of  sin  :*'  when  we  enter  into  our  hearts  and  acknowledge  our 
fhalts^  and  stand  not  about  to  defend  them.  He  is  none  of  these 
winkers,  he  kicks  not  when  he  hears  his  fault.  Now,  as  the  Gen» 
tieman  Usher  goeth  before  her,  so  she  hath  a  train  that  cometh 
behind  her,  and  yet  though  they  come  behind,  they  be  all  of  Faith*s 
cMDpany ;  they  are  all  with  her ;  as  Christ,  when  he  counterfeited  a 
state  going  to  Jerusalem,  some  went  before  him,  and  some  after :  yet 
att  were  of  his  company.  So,  all  these  wait  upon  Faith.  She  hath 
a  great  train  after  her,  besides  her  Gentleman  Usher,  her  whole 
household ;  and  those  be  the  works  of  our  vocation,  when  every  man 
eoQsidereth  what  vocation  he  is  in,  what  calling  he  is  in,  and  doeth 
the  works  of  the  same :  as  to  be  good  to  his  neighbour,  to  obey 

God,"  &c 

"  Lady  Faith  is  never  without  her  Gentleman  Usher,  nor  without 
her  train ;  she  is  no  anckres,  [anchoress,  or  anchorite]  }  she  dwells  not 
alooe ;  she  is  never  a  private  woman  -,  she  is  never  alone,  and  yet 
many  there  be  that  boast  themselves  that  they  have  faith,  and  that 
when  Christ  shall  come,  they  shall  do  well  enough.  Nay,  nay, 
these  that  be  faithful  shall  be  so  few,  that  Christ  shall  scarcely  see 
them.  "  Many  there  be  that  run,"  saith  Paul,  but  there  is  but  one 
that  receiveth  the  reward ;  it  shall  be  with  the  multitude  when  he 
riiaU  come,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  Noah,  and  as  it  was  in  the  time 
of  Lot.**  N.  vj,  &c. 

The  fourth  touches  upon  the  state  of  Divinity*  Studies :  and  shall 
here  speak  for  itself : 

**  I  told  you  before  of  Scala  cell,  the  ladder  of  heaven  :  I  would 
yon  should  not  foiget  it.  The  steps  thereof  are  set  forth  in  the  tenth 
to  the  Romans.  The  first  is  preaching,  then  hearing,  then  believing, 
and  last  of  all  salvation.  Scala  celi  is  a  preaching  matter  I  tett 
you,  and  not  a  massying  matter.  God's  instrument  of  salvation  is 
preaching." 

*'  Here  I  move  you  my  Lords,  not  to  be  greedy,  and  outrageous 
im  eohanaing  and  raising  of  your  rents,  to  the  minishing  of  the  office 
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stirred  within**  them,  is  yet  felt,  and  will  long  animate 
the  meanest  'Of  the  true  sons  of  our  Church. 

of  salfataon.  It  would  pity  a  man's  heart  to  hear  that^  that  I  hear,  of 
the  state  of  tiambridge :  what  it  is  in  Oxford  I  cannot  teU.  There 
be  few  do  study  divinity,  but  so  many  as  of  necessity  must  furnish 
the  Colleges.  For  their  livings  be  so  small,  and  victuals  so  dear, 
that  they  tarry  not  there^  but  go  otherwhere  to  seek  livings,  and  so 
tiiey  go  about.  Now,  there  be  a  few  gentlemen  and  they  study  a 
little  divinity.  Alas !  what  is  that  ?  It  will  come  to  pass  that  we 
shall  have  nothing  but  a  little  English  divinity :  that  will  bring  the 
realm  Into  a  very  barbarousness,  and  utter  decay  of  learning.  It  is 
not  that  I  wis,  that  will  keep  out  the  supremacy  of  the  Bishop  of 
Rome."  Sign,  P  vj.  rev. 

But  there  must  be  an  end  of  these  extracts,  and  of  such  uncon- 
scionable demands  upon  the  readei^s  patience.  It  is,  however,  im«- 
possible  not  to  feel,  and  to  acknowledge,  in  the  Sermons  of  Lati- 
mer, a  familiarity,  and  yet  force  of  style,  upon  which  Swift,  if  not 
Sterne,  in  after  days,  but  with  occasionally  greater  coarseness  of 
expression,  might  have  formed  their  own.  There  is,  throughout 
Latimer,  a  purit}*,  ease,  and  perfection  of  English  idiom — to  say 
nothing  of  the  curious  personal  and  historical  anecdotes  with  which 
they  are  mixed  up,  and  which  render  his  discourses  invaluable  to  the 
lexicographer  and  philologist.  At  the  same  time  there  is,  frequently 
a  good  deal  of  what  maybe  called  gossiping — in  the  sermons  of 
this  worthy  old  Bishop ;  for  he  not  only  seems  to  have  spoken,  more 
than  any  other  divine  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  from  the  impul- 
ses excited  by  the  evidence  of  the  outward  senses,  but  he  also  seems 
to  have  always  spoken  the  truth,  even  in  its  most  unpalateable 
form,«»although  the  Court,  with  the  King  at  its  head,  were  fre- 
quently his  auditors.  Latimer  possessed  the  bold  spirit  of  a  martjr 
with  the  simplicity  of  a  child.  If  ever  a  man  mingled  among  his 
fiKUow  creatures,  with  the  desire  and  with  a  constant  effi>rt  to  do 
Utem  good— having,  at  the  same  time,  his  best  thoughts  fixed  upon 
a  happy  eternity — it  was  He.  His  dying  words,  at  the  stake, 
breathed  of  heavenly  inspiration.  While  they  cheered  his  feUow 
Buffferer,  Ridley,  they  "  lighted  up  such  a  flame"  as  I  trust  in  God 
will  never  be  extinguished  in  this  country.  One  of  the  finest  bursts 
of  modem  classical  eloquence,  in  a  Latin  speech,  was  in  the  convo- 
cation house  at  Oxford,  in  reference  to  the  last  moments  of  Latimer 
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Of  the  Sermons  which  have  survived  the  earlier 
part  of  the  Reformation,  the  greater  portion  are  thosfe 

and  Rid]fly*-by  the  present  Mr.  Archdeacon  Churton,  author  of  the 
Life  ci  Dean  Nowell.  His  appeal  to  their  ashes  was  an  humble  but 
not  wholly  unhappy  imitation  of  that  of  Demosthenes  to  the  manes 
of  the  heroes  of  Marathon  and  Salamis. 

The  length  of  the  preceding  extracts  necessarily  contracts  the 
limits  to  be  assigned  to  the  notice  of  John  Fox — ^who  published  his 
Sermon  of  Christ  Crucyied,  at  Paules  Crosses  on  Good  Friday^  in 
lfi75>  in  order^  amongst  other  things^  "  to  awake  the  hearts  of 
Christians  in  these  drowsy  days  of  carnal  security,  to  the  contem- 
plation of  the  glorious  kingdom  of  Christ.'*  The  following  is  quite 
in  the  characteristic  style  of  the  Preacher : — 

'^  Now^  take  a  man  in  all  his  abundance  of  riches^  treasures,  and 
pleasures,  flourishing  in  his  most  felicity,  bravery  and  prosperity :  let 
him  be,  if  ye  will,  an  other  Polycrates  of  this  world— what  is  he  of 
huDself  but  a  carcass,  a  caitiff^  a  subject  of  Satan,  a  prey  to  death  ! 
lywdng  and  laughing  in  this  world,  but  yet  as  one  that  laugheth 
ia  his  dream,  and  waketh  in  sorrow  ! — fraught  full  of  fears  and 
cares  <^  mind,  blind  in  soul,  not  knowing  to  day  what  will  happen 
to-iDQSTOw :  void  of  all  inward  rest,  and  peace  of  conscience ;  mor- 
tal, mutable,  miserable;  wrapped  in  wretchedness,  prone  to  all 
wickedness,  whose  beginning  is  in  travail,  his  standing  imcertain^ 
Us  end  is  corruption :  briefly  as  one  living  in  death,  and  dead,  being 
ative."  Bvj.rev. 

I  shall  next  present  a  more  powerful  and  touching  piece  of  pulpit 
ekiquenGe  to  the  earnest  perusal  of  the  reader.  After  the  description 
of  Christ's  trial,  and  that  of  nailing  him  to  the  cross,  are  the  follow- 
ing bold  apostrophes  of  the  crucified  Redeemer  to  Satan  and  Death. 
The  first  address  is  to  the  Devil  : 

"  First,  after  my  birth  thou  diddest  set  Herod  to  persecute  me : 
Ifaoa  temptedst  me  in  the  desert.  What  means  afterward  diddest 
tiioa  seek  to  trip  and  snare  me  r  yet  my  time  was  not  come.  At 
length  when  the  hour  came  of  darkness,  thou  diddest  take  and  bind 
mtj  and  set  thy  bandogs  to  bait  me,  false  witnesses  to  accuse  me, 
unjust  judges  to  condemn  me,  thy  ministers  to  scourge  me,  thy  sq1« 
dins  with  this  sharp  garland  to  crown  me,  thy  sycophants  to  scorn 
me;»  and  alter  thou  laiddest  this  heavy  cross  upon  my  shoulders  :  yet 
no|;ca9tcnt  with  that,  thou  hast  strained  also  my  poor  body  upon 
the  same,  and  nailed  me  fast  both  hand  and  foot.    In  these  mj  Uit* 
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which  were  preached  by  the  Protestants  ;  and  among 
these,  none  (as  the  subjoined  running  note  may  tes- 

ments^  and  bleeding  pmns>  I  was  dry^  requiring  a  little  drinks  and 
thou  gavest  me  vinegar.  All  this  I  take  to  be  thy  doing  and  no 
man's  else.  For  this  people  are  but  thy  instruments^  and  workmen. 
Thou  art  he  that  settest  them  on.  Thou  art  the  master  of  these 
revels^  the  ringleader  of  this  dance^  the  captain  of  this  crew.  And 
as  thou  art  the  arch'  enemy  to  all  mankind,  so  because  thou  seest  me 
come  in  similitude  of  sinful  flesh,  thou  art  mine  enemy  alao^  and 
hast  wrought  me  all  this  villainy,  bringing  me  to  this  cross/  and 
making  me  a  spectacle  here  to  all  the  world  :  and  yet  not  satisfied 
with  all  this,  after  thou  hast  thus  hailed  and  nailed  me  to  this  contu* 
melious  gibbet,  now,  to  make  amends  in  mockery,  thou  biddest  *  me 
come  down  if  I  can,  and  save  myself.  Yes,  Satan,  I  can  come  down, 
and  will  come  down,  and  save  myself.  For  that  power  have  I,  both 
to  lay  down  myself,  and  to  take  it  again,  and  therefore,  I  will  save 
myself,  but  so  as  I  may  also  save  all  mankind  with  me  :  and  not  at 
thy  pleasure  I  will  do  it,  but  in  such  order  as  the  Scriptures  rec(uire: 
For,  I  come,  therefore,  to  fulfil  the  Scriptures."  Sign.  L  viii.  rev. ;  K. 
t.  rect 

**  After  this  effect  of  speech,  when  Jesus  had  spoken  to  the  devil, 
speaking  likewise  unto  Death,  he  saith  to  him  :  and  thou  terrible 
tyranny,  thou  dreadful  death,  armed  with  the  justice  of  God,  the 
'  mortal  enemy  to  all  flesh,  whom  no  man  was  ever  able  to  resist, 
and  which  art  so  ready  here  and  so  saucy,  set  up  by  Satan,  to  seek 
my  life,  neither  shalt  thou  escape  my  hands  -,  for,  as  thou  art  the 
destruction  of  all  other,  so  will  I  be  thy  destruction,  thy  death.  Oh ! 
Death,  thy  sting !  Oh  Hell ;  and  as  I  have  overthrown  the  devil  thy 
master>  and  cxpulsed  him  from  his  kingdom,  and  spoiled  him  of  aU 
his  munitions :  so  will  I  also  swallow  thee  up  in  victory,  and  throw 
thee  down  headlong  for  ever.  And  albeit  I  need  not  suffer  thy 
force,  unless  I  list,  for  mine  own  part,  because  thou  hast  no  power 
upon  me,  and  might,  therefore,  save  myself  from  thy  cruel  danger 
if  I  would— -yet,  for  my  love  to  mankind,  because  their  life  shall  not 
perish,  whom  my  death  may  save,  and  because  I  will  not  save  myself 
•without  them,  but  will  deliver  them  out  of  thy  hands — ^for  their  sake^* 
to  pay  their  debt,  and  that  by  my  cross  undeserved,  I  may  cross  them 
out  of  the  book  of  death,  which  have  deserved  deolh,  I  am  contentu 
Come  death,  therefore,  and  do  thine  ofiice.  I  willingly  here  yi^  in  j 
life  to  thee.    And  yet  neither  will  I  yield  it  to  thy  haafds,  nor  give  it 
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tify)  were  more  popular  than  those  of  Latimer.  Fox 
had  also  a  high  name ;  but  there  was  a  Catholic^  of 

ever  at  thy  pleasure.  And  although  thou  come  here  with  thine  iron 
coulter^  or  brazen  maul^  to  break  my  bones^  as  thou  doest  to  these 
here  by  me>  yet  will  I  not  suffer  thee  so  to  do  to  me :  neither  shalt 
IhoQ  bnek  one  bone  of  me.  To  fulfil  the  Scripture^  I  give  over  my 
life :  yet  not  at  thy  will>  but  at  mine  own  pleasure  -,  for  be  it  known 
to  thee^  O  deaths  that  I  have  power  to  lay  down  my  life,  and  to 
retnme  it  again  at  mine  own  will.  And  thus  Jesus,  speaking* 
bowed  down  his  head,  and  gave  up  his  spirit  to  the  hands  of  his 
Father,  and  so  departed."  Sign.  K,  v.  rev. 

A  word  now  for  Dr.  Thomas  Drant— -better  known  as  the  first 
Engliiih  metrical  translator  of  Horace,  in  1567 :  a  work  of  exces- 
sive rarity^  when  found  in  a  perfect  state.  Drant  is  equally  bold  and 
fiuniliar  with  Latuner-but  more  quamt,  with  greater  affectation  of 
learning ;  and  with  less  warmth  of  eloquence  than  Fox. 

We  have,  however,  a  bold  and  powerful  effort  of  Drant*s  pulpit 
doquence  in  the  two  Sermons  preached  by  him  at  St  Mary*s  Spittle, 
upon  the  text  of  Cant,  c.  6 — ''  Fairest  of  all  women,  whither  is  thy 
Beloved  gone  ?  whither  is  he  gone  aside  ?  Tell  us,  and  we  wiU  seek 
him  with  thee.  My  beloved  is  gone  down  into  his  garden,  to  the 
bedi  of  his  spicery,  to  be  fed  in  gardens,  and  gather  up  Lilies.'* 
This  Sermon  is  levelled  chiefly  against  the  Roman  Catholics,*  and 


*  ncte  lermons  were  preacbed  in  1569-70 :  when  the  bitterness  againit  the 
Roman  Catholic  had  not,  as  is  pretty  evident,  diminished  one  jot.  Drant  thns 
wpakM  of  Sir  Thomas  More :  "  Sir  Tho.  More  is  always  wrangling  and  jangling,. 
hari^ng,  and  carping,  about  No  and  Nay,  Yea  and  Yes ;  this  word  and  that  word; 
aa Elder, and  an  Elder  stick:  and  as  RacheU  mourned  for  her  children, because 
Ae  bad  them  not,  so  Sir  Thomas  More  might  mourn  for  more  divinity,  because 
he  had  ft  not"  D  v.  Edit,  Day.  Some  attacks  against  Bp.  Fisher  and  Eckius 
follow.  Again,  he  thus  satirizes  the  several  orders  of  Doctors  in  the  Catholic 
Unlverdties.  "  Should  we  not  now  strike  down,  and  sacrifice  a  great  huge  for- 
htttd  bol  to  those  worthies  of  learning  ?  Or,  should  we  not  take  a  shrill  trumpet 
and  blow  up  from  a  lofty  theatre, "  All  hail  1  learned  Doctors,  renerable  Doc- 
ton,  reverend  Doctors,  Doctoral  Doctors,  docterly  Doctors,  irrefragable  Doc- 
tan,  impregnable  Doctors,  seraphical  Doctors,  angelical  Doctors,  magistral 
Docton,  illuminate  Doctors,  authentical  Doctors !  But*see  the  learning  of  these 
Docton,in  the  Epistles  of  Obscure  Men,  and  in  a  dialogue  between  Reuchlin  and 
Enmam.'' E.  vif.  And  yet  more  pointed  and  pitiless  ia  the  preacher,  in  what 
foDowt:^-^'  The  Church  of  the  Beloyedis  fur,  and  fidrest  of  all  women:  Ido* 
latrona  chntchca  are  foul  and  evil  favoured  women  \  and  of  all  .foul  and  «r|lt 
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the  name  of  Edoeworth^  whose  Discourses  are  not 
only  worth  possessing,  from  being  very  uncommon,  but 

treats  much  of  the  fruits  of  an  holt  lifb.  ''  The  good  life  of  a 
Christiaa  man  is  spice  to  God's  mouth,  and  spice  to  God*s  nose* 
The  odour  of  a  sweet  field>  which  is  commended  in  Genetu— the 
odour  of  incense  in  Numery  [Numbers] — the  odour  of  fragrant 
waters  in  Jo6— ^e  odour  of  that  oil  that  ran  down  Aaron's  beard — 
of  that  oil  that  Mary  shed  upon  Christ's  head — the  odour  of  spike 
and  vine  flowers^  conmiended  in  the  Ctpi^tc^t— the  sweet  balm  in  £c- 
eleiiasiicusj  and  the  smell  of  Libanus  that  Ose  [Hosea]  speaketh  of — 
the  smell  of  Noah's  sacrifice — the  smell  of  best  burnt  sacrifices — is 
not  like  the  good  smell  to  God's  nose^  as  the  smell  of  a  good  lifb 
rising  from  a  good  belief  $  for  that  is  **  Hostia  Deo  in  wlorem  aua- 
f)iiali3;*  "  a  sacrifice  to  God,  unto  a  sweet  savour."  Whole  grocers 
^ops  of  spicery— all  the  flowers  in  Priapus  garden^  all  the  flowers 
that  Naiads,  and  Driads,  and  Satyrs ;  that  is,  all  the  flowers  in  hills> 
and  flowers  in  dales,  and  flowers  in  many  a  green  forest,  are  not  so 
delightful  and  smelling.  The  violet  hath  not  the  like  savour,  the  rose 
hath  not  the  like  savour,  the  lily  the  like  smell,  the  gilliflower  the 
like  scent,  as  good  life  through  oood  faith  yieldeth  to  God's 
nostrils."  Sign.  G.  ui. 

The  following  is  perfectly  original,  and  has  great  strength}  **  If 
the  whole  world,  if  the  whole  realm  ask  me,  what  sin  ?  I  tell  them 
that  the  whole  realm  and  the  world  trembleth,  like  the  leaf  of  a  tree 
of  wood,  at  every  war,  and  buzzing  of  war,  as  though  God's  arm  had 


fivonred,  I  think  the  Church  op  Rome  to  be  one  of  the  foulest  of  women.  Hie 
evil  faronredness  of  Mahomet's  iroman,  or  church,  is  in  this  evil  faroured  Romish 
woman.  That  evil  faroured  Mahomet's  woman,  or  chnrch,  defendeth  many 
Whres :  this  Rombh  Church  defbndeth  stews  and  strumpets,  courtisans,  conctH 
biiiea,  and  boy-hsrlota.  Mahomet's  woman  dreameth  heaven  to  be  a  place  goodly 
of  riTers,  pleasant  apples,  young  delicate  women,  and  fair  fruit.  The  Fofie's 
woman  doth  say  and  hold,  that  St.  Dorothy  made  baskets  of  apples  that  came 
down  from  heaven.**  E  y .  Tliis  strain  continues  in  an  equally  coarse  and  unspa- 
rfaig  manner ;  and  a  little  onward  we  have  the  foUowing  specimen  ;  *'  If  we  ask 
her  [the  Romish  Chnrch]  of  good  works,  she  answereth  just  like  St.  Luke's  pha- 
risee ;  thin  again,  she  deviseth  good  works  to  be  thus : — ^to  hire  certain  men  for 
Boney,  to  pray  and  to  mumble  up  much  quantity  of  Psalms  in  a  covert  tongue  ; 
to  keep  huge  troughs  of  ling  and  salt-fish  many  years ;  to  wax  hoarse  with  much 
chaunting ;  to  wax  speechless  with  seldom  speaking ;  to  wax  lame  with  much 
sitting ;  to  use  many  knots  in  their  girdles,  and  many  windows  in  their  shows ;  to 
bt  burled  in  monkish  weeds  and  Dtinnidi  cowfi,"  &c.  F.  «^ 
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fimn  containing  much  coribos  and  interesting  intelU«* 
gence ;  delivered^  upon  the  whole,  with  considerable 

lo6t  the  length  and  strength.  That  sin !  ?  There  is  much  idleness  t 
that  sin !  There  is  a  sleepy  oblivion  of  all  God's  benefits^  and  a 
great  Noah's  flood  of  manifbld  vanities :  that  sin^  and  that  sin. 
Tliere  is  cat  throat  nsury^  fulness  of  bread,  and  drunkenness  in  the 
day  time :  that  sin,  that  sin,  and  that  sin.  There  is  flesh  lust,  eye  lust^ 
fife  pride,  and  no  bowels  of  pity :  that  sin,  that  sin,  that  sin,  and  that 
sin.  Ask  me  not,  ask  me  not.  Oh,  what  Sin }  I  lack  wit  and  memory, 
rides  and  strength :  I  die,  I  feint,  I  should  famish  to  stand  still,  and 
hold  out  in  telling  the  world  their  particular  sins  by  that  sin,  and 
that  sin.    Sign.  G,  vj. 

The  leader  will  smile  at  the  following — as  it  is  a  confirmation  that 
"  the  nn  of  gluttony,**  once  imputed  to  the  good  City  of  London  as 
the  cause  of  the  dreadful  fire  in  1666,  was  not  peculiar  to  the  timet 
of  Charles  II. — ^for  thus  discourseth  Drant,  in  his  famous  Spittle  Ser- 
mon :  ''  Howbeit,  I  am  not  ignorant  that  many  a  poor  minister  of 
th^se  times,  is  like  £lizas«  He  had  not  pen,  nor  ink,  nor  table^  nor 
candlestick,  but  as  his  hosts  allowed  him  :  and  these  poor  6od*s  men 
most  be  helped  by  their  host  or  hosts,  or  one  friend  or  other,  with 
coat  and  cap,  and  cup  and  candle,  and  study  and  table,  or  else  they 
sliall  be  altogether  harbourless  and  helpless.  And  needs  must  I  further 
yet  say,  that  in  many  a  poor  scholar  of  the  Universities,  Christ  him^ 
self  is  full  of  hunger  and  necessity.  These  be  the  noble  sons  of  the 
prophets,  and  most  apt  of  all  others  to  be  builders  of  God's  temple  s 
yet  have  I  seen  many  a  good  wit,  many  a  long  day  kept  low  and  lean, 
to  be  made  broken  with  hunger,  and  abject  with  poverty.  I  do  not 
now  know  the  liberality  of  this  City  towards  both  those  places ;  only 
this  I  can  say»  that,  less  than  tJie  tenth  part  of  that,  which  is  nothing 
but  surfeit  and  sickness  to  the  great  excessivr  eaters  of  THX^ 
Town,  would  cherish  and  cheer  up  hungry  and  thirsty  Christ,  in 
those  his  hunger  starved  members,  right  well.'*  H.  i.  The  good 
citizens  of  London  are  treated  with  still  less  curtesy  in  the  following 
passage;  '^  Havoc  in  their  own  apparel,  their  wives,  children's^  and 
servants  apparel,  outrageous  havoc  in  their  diets,  yea  too  much 
havoc  too  many  ways.  Their  horses  chew  and  spew  upon  gold  and 
rilver,  and  their  mules  go  under  rich  velvet  Dogs  are  dear  unto 
them,  and  feed  muQh  daintily.  Courses  and  kites  cost  them  many  a 
round  pooled  .  . .  SpeciaUy^  good  Lord,  O  good  Lord,  this  Londo)c 
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oaution,  but  with  the  decisive  tone  of  Catholic  asealr 
Edgeworth^  who  died  at  the  commencement  of  Eliza'- 

Pboplb^  thongh  it  draw  near  thee  with  lips^  and  have  a  name  to  hre, 
yet  hath  it  a  most  flinty  and  nncircumcised  heart,  and  is  indeed  a 
people  of  no  bowels.  Lord,  here  is  the  ridi  glutton  to  be  seen,  up 
and  down,  and  round  about,  the  town.  Here  is  scarce  any  thing  ia 
the  upper  sort,  but  many  a  fboiish  Nabal  scraping  and  scratchii^y 
eating  and  drinking,  and  suddenly  and  unworthily  dying.  The  eyes 
of  Judah  are  said  to  be  red  with  drinking,  but  much  of  this  people 
have  their  whole  fi&ces  fire  red  with  continual  quaffing  and  carousing. 
Sodom  and  Gomorra  were  said  to  be  full  of  bread,  but  these  Lon- 
doners are  more  than  Ml— for  they  are  even  borsten  with  banquet- 
ting,  and  sore  and  sick  with  surfeiting.  Lord,  thou  whistlest  to 
them,  and  the^  hear  thee  not^  thou  sendest  thy  plague  amoi^st 
them,  and  they  mind  thee  not.  Lord,  we  are  lean  $  Lord,  we  are 
ftint ;  Lord,  we  are  miserable ;  Lord,  we  are  thy  members.  Lord, 
tjierefbre,  thou  art  lean  j  Lord,  thou  art  feint ;  Lord,  thou  art  miser- 
able i  rise  good  Lord,  arise,  and  judge  thine  own  cause.**  H\  m.  i^. 

One  more,  and  the  last— from  this  Sermon :  although  in  the  ori* 
gfaial  it  precede  both  the  foregoing.  The  preacher  is  describing  the 
beauty  of  the  church.  <'  JU  the  beauty  of  the  daughter  of  Sion  u 
from  witfUn  her*'  This  is  that  woman  that  is  clad  with  the  son 
Christ,  and  therefore  must  needs,  shine,  and  shew  trim.  This  is  she 
that  is  married  to  Christ,  in  mercies  and  pities,  in  fedth  and  justice. 
VmQk  purified  the  heart ;  the  mercy  of  God,  working  by  his  blood<- 
shed,  scowereth  all  filth,  and  refbrmeth  all  the  deformities  by  sin  in 
this  woman.  Thb  woman,  therefore,  must  needs  be  feir,  and  fiEdrest 
of  all  women.  Oh,  feimess  of  man*s  face ;  of  woman's  feoe !  Oh, 
treasure  for  a  time!  Oh,  fair,  fboiish  vanity !  A  little  cold  doth  pinch 
tiiee ',  a  Httle  heat  doth  parch  thee :  a  little  sickness  doth  matdi 
thee,  and  a  little  of  sores  doth  mar  thee !  But  the  ftumess  of  Cbrist 
in  this  woman,  or  in  his  Elect,  may  be  soiled,  but  it  will  be  washed' ; 
it  may  be  black,  but  it  will  keep  a  good  fevour;  may  be  made  red 
as  scarlet,  but  it  will  be  renewed  wool-white,  and  snow  white,"  &e. 

In  a  sermon  preached  before  the  queen  and  her  court  at  Windsor, 
on  the  8th  of  January,  1569,  Drant  chose  the  following  text>**- 
"  They  were  both  naked,  Adam  and  Eve,  and  blushed  b.ot.*'  Sin-^ 
guhur  as  such  a  text  may  now  appear,  before  such  an  audi<;nce>  it  was 
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betb'8  reign,  had  a  delicate  and  difficult  part  to  act. 
He  had  witnessed,  with  no  small  pain,  the  demolition 

in  perfect  accordance  with  the  bold  simplicity  of  the  age  ;  and,  upoft 
this  text,  Drant  has  engrafted  some  very  bosom-searching  doctrine, 
clothed  in  language  at  once  striking  and  original.  He  thus  observes 
ipi  the  outset  of  his  discourse,  ''  as  Adam  and  Eve  were  man  and 
wife  together,  so  shall  they  be  one  together  for  me  in  this  treatise. 
Or  else,  if  I  should  talk  both  of  Adam  and  of  Eve,  and  be  but  so  laige 
«8  I  well  mougfat,  it  would  not  be  very  well ;  for  the  season  is  very 
csAd,  and  I  most  sickly  to  speak  ;  and,  besides  that,  our  scantling  to 
preadi  in  the  court,  is  a  most  short  scantling.**  The  frailty  and 
nothingness,  as  it  were,  of  human  nature,  are  thus  powerfully  deline- 
4Ued.  *'  Such  base  dust,  as  is  driven  before  the  face  of  the  wind, 
which  the  ungodly  do  lick,  which  the  serpent  doth  eat,  even  suoK 
'DUST  IS  AoAM  :  such  dust  is  man,  such  dust  are  all  men :— and 
hearken  to  it,  all  men  !  Rich  men  are  ricli  dust,  wise  men  wise  dust; 
worshipful  men  worshipful  dust  j  honourable  men  honourable  dust ; 
majesty's  dust,  excellent  majesty's  excellent  dust  Serah,  that  had  a 
chousand  thousand  men,  and  Xerxes,  that  made  the  sea,  land— with 
-ships — are  both  of  them  dust.  Alexander  that  called  himself  God's 
-^on,  was  dust ;  Senacherib,  that  wrote  himself  the  great  king,  was 
^ust.  The  bishops  of  Rome,  that  write  themselves  EuXaSefoi,  ttMrt- 
SiS'atroi,  0fOf  iXag-aroi,  tiOO'tSes'otTOtf  ayioraroi^  otrwrirot,  all  these  be 
dost.  The  Latin  doctors,  that  call  themselves  authentical  doctors, 
niagistrall  doctors,  seraphical  doctors,  and  irrefragable  doctors,* 
vusT.  He  of  Rome,  that  called  himself  most  holy,  roost  blesseii, 
Ckid's  vicar,  Christ's  pewfellow,  more  than  a  mere  man,  and  many 
great  names, . . .  dust.  Man  is  dust :  all  men  are  dust.  Sign,  t.  (/• 
The  same  train  of  thinking  is  visible  in  the  following,  which  suc- 
ceeds an  elaborate  explanation  of  the  word  Adam.  *'  And  do  nut 
think  that,  because  I  say  Adam  is  red  earth,  and  it  is  said  thUt 
Adam  is  ashes,  and  shall  return  into  ashes,  therefore,  none  but  red 
^eearih  and  red  men  shall  die.  Of  a  truth  it  is  so,  that  Adam  (that  is 
red  earth)  Melancthon  (that  is,  black  earth),  and  Leucthon  (that  is, 
v^ite  earth)  must  die  too.  They  must  all  learn  to  tread  the  way  of 
all  earths :  yea.  Madams,  think  it  to  be  so  as  I  say.  Red  earth, 
black  earth,  and  white  earth,  must  go  David's  way }  yea,  veriiyj 


*  8^  page  81,  tJite. 
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of  the  religious  houses  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIIo 
and  had  maintained  a  prudent  silence  during  that  of 

fosiall  ooloursj  and  crimson  cheeks^  must  go  David's  way  ;  must  go 
the  way  of  all  earths.  Think  upon  your  death>  and  upon  the  next 
life^  for  ye  inust  die,  ye  must  die,  there  is  no  remedy."  J.  t^.  rev. 

There  is  something  rather  poetical  in  what  heni  ensues.  '^  Saint 
Paul  saith>  Crod  made  meats,  and  God  made  the  belly  3  and  that  Crod 
will,  destroy  both  the  meats  and  the  belly.  So  say  I*  God  made  appa- 
rel*, and  God  made  the  back ;  and  he  wiU  destroy  both  the  one  and 
the  other  5  yea,  tiiose  keads,  that  are  now  to  be  seen  for  their  tall  and 
Imshy  phimes,— and  that  other  sex,  that  have  fine  fresh  golden  caules 
M  sheen  and  glosing«-give  me  but  a  hundred  years,  nay,  half  an  hun- 
dred years,  and  the  earth  will  cover  aU  these  heads  before  me,  and 
mine  own  too."  K,  viij,  A  little  before,  Drant  describes  what  he 
'calls  ^'the  condition  of  aU  preachers  that  speak  the  truth.**  ''  And 
generally,  in  kings  houses,  of  the  preachers,  this  is  true  which  Mar- 
tial, the  poet,  said  of  his  friends  :  ''  My  friends,  ye  wiU  me  to  speak 
the  truth,  and  embolden  me  to  speak  the  truth :  the  truth  is  this, 
Hiat  you  cannot  abide  to  hear  the  truth." 

''  In  Kizig  Herod's  house,  my  lady  Herodiada  could  command  half 
a  realm^  for  footing  and  frisking.  Amos  spake  of  those  in  kings 
•houses,  in  his  6th  chapter,  when  he  spake  thus  :  ''ye  that  sleep  in 
beds  of  ivory,  and  play  the  wantons  on  your  couches :  ye  that 
warble  to  the  tune  of  the  viol,  and  quaff  of  wine  by  whole  goblets 
full :  ye  that  supple  your  joints  with  the  best  kind  of  oil,  and  have 
no  cark  upon  the  smart  of  Joseph,"  &c. 

Such  are  the  specimens  of  the  pulpit  compositions  of  Drant  ;  spe- 
cimens, which  may  convince  us  that  increase  of  civilization  does  not 
always  bring  a  proportionate  increase  of  sound  sense,  close  reasoning, 
masculine  eloquence,  and  unaffected  piety.  Of  the  man,  whose  head 
and  heart  could  urge  him  to  such  effusions,  it  is  a  pity  that  all  memo-, 
trials  have  well  nigh  perished. 
*  JLiong,  almost  beyond  precedent,  as  is  this  note,  it  must  yet  be 


*  *  The  preacher  is  most  elaborate  respecting  apparel,  both  of  men  and  women. 
In  one  place,  he  describes  the  latter  thus  :  <'  Now,  in  women's  apparel,  there  is 
much  vanity.  The  prophet  Isaiah  reckoneth  up  their  bracelets,  and  their  mufflers, 
and  their  headbands,  their  tablets,  their  bonnets,  their  car-rings,  their  nose-jewels^ 
their  veils,  their  wimples,  their  crisping  pins,  their  stomachers,  their  cambrics, 
their  heads,  and  their  lawns."    Kvij. 
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Edward  VI. :  but  on  the  accession  of  Queen  Mary^  he 
took  courage^  triumphantly  avowed  hi&  ancient  prin« 

lengthened.  The  name  of  Edgeworth,  as  that  of  a  Catholic  <fimfiff» 
has  been  mentioned  u  the  text ;  and^  pursuing  the  pbin  adopted  in 
the  nnmediately  preceding  pages,  it  is  necessary  that  such  name  be 
iUusirated  with  a  few  specimens  of  his  sermons.  Referring,  there* 
fore,  in  the  first  place,  to  Pr.  Bliss's  edition  of  Wood^s  Athena  Ox<m„ 
▼oL  L  col.  315,  for  a  brief  account  of  the  author,  and  noticing  that 
Wood  was  indebted  to  the  choice  colleotion  of  books  in  BaUol  col- 
lie library  for  a  peep  at  the  volume  containing  these  sermons,  I 
must  observe,  in  the  second  place,  that  I  am  indebted  to  the  not  Ibm 
^*  choice  collection*'  of  my  neighbour  and  friend,  Mr.  Douce,  for  an 
inspection  of  the  volume  in  question  :— which  is  so  rare  as  to  have 
been  unknown  to  Herbert,  and  is  superfidaUy  described  by  Ames. 
Nor  will  it  diminish  the  pleasure,  in  noticing  the  contents  of  it,  to 
inform  the  reader,  that  Mr.  Douce's  copy  onee  belonged  to  Bishop 
Burnet :  and  that  it  is  not  only  perfect,  but  in  a  clean,  crackling,  and 
legitimate  condition  throughout. 

This  volume  was  published  in  1557,  4to.,  during  the  reign  of  Mary. 
In  his  preface,  Edgeworth  (whose  christian  name  was  Roger,  and  who 
at  the  time,  was  *'  canon  of  the  cathedral  churches  of  Salisbury,  Wells, 
and  Bristolf  residentiary  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Wells,  and  chan- 
cellor of  the  same  church,*' — according  to  the  title-page^)  tells  vm, 
that  **  because  these  sermons  were  made  in  English,  and  touched 
sometimes  among  such  heresies  as  had  troubled  English  folk,  he 
thought  it  best  to  set  them  forth  in  such  language  as  might  presently 
best  edify  the  multitude.  Moreover,  pleaseth  you  to  be  advertised^ 
(continues  he,)  that  when  I  should  preach  in  any  solemn  and  lewraed 
audience,  I,  even  fearing  the  liability  of  my  remembrance,  used  to 
pen  my  sermons  much  like  as  I  intended  to  utter  tbem  to  the 
audience :  others  I  scribbled  up  not  so  perfectly  }  yet  sufficiently  for 
me  to  perceive  my  matter  and  my  process.  And  of  these  two  sorts 
I  have  kept  (as  grace  was)  a  great  multitude,  which  now  helpeth 
me  in  this  my  enterprise  of  imprinting  a  book  of  my  said  exhortation*. 
Bioreover,  I  have  made  innumerable  exhortations  at  my  cures,  and 
in  other  places  where  I  have  dwelled,  and  in  the  countries  thereabout^ 
and  in  my  joumies,  where  it  hath  chanced  me  to  be  on  Sunday,  or 
other  holy  days,  of  which  I  have  no  signs  remaining  in  writing, 
although  I  think,  verily,  some  of  them  were  as  fruitful  as  others  in 
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ciples,  iGtod  obtained  rapid  and  Btibstantial  preferment. 
His  sermons  are  among  the  very  few  which  I  have 

which  I  tcNok  more  labours.  I  pray  God  they  may  be  writtettaad 
registered  in  the  book  of  life  everlasting."  Towards  the  condudon 
of  the  prefoce,  he  complains  of  being  '*  interrupted  many  year^' 
while  he  was  preaching  at  Reddifife-cross,  at  Bristol^  by  the  con- 
fSederacy  of  Hugh  Latimxr>  then  aspiring  to  a  bishopric^  and  after, 
bdng  bishop  of  Worcester^  and  ordinary  of  the  greatest  part  fii  the 
said  Bristol,  and  infecting  the  whole.*' 

'  Beneath  **  thie  contents  of  this  book>'*  on  the  opposite  page,  the 
anUior  observes  thus :  "  I  have,  beside  these  many  sermons,  made  to 
very  many  solemn  audiences,  on  the  dominical  epistles  and  gospds, 
some  in  the  university  of  Oxford,  some  at  P^'s*cross,  in  London, 
some  in  the  court  afox^  my  most  honourable  lord  and  master.  King 
Henry  the  Eighth,  some  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Wells,  where  hath 
been,  ever  nth  I  knew  it,  a  solemn  and  a  well  learned  audience : 
which  I  purpose  (God  willing,)  to  set  forth  hereafter,  as  I  may  have 
opportunity."  Edgeworth,  I  believe,  never  had  this  opportunity  ^ 
for  these  sermons  are  all  that  are  known  to  have  been  published  by 
him.  I  now  proceed  to  gratify  (as  I  hope)  the  reader  with  a  few 
short  specimens  from  this  rare  and  not  incurious  volume. 

Upon  the  ttansla^on  of  the  Scriptures  into  the  English  Imnguage,  he 
thus  artfully  observes — ^liking  it  not  in  his  heart :  "  But  what  sayest 
thdu }  Is  not  the  study  of  Scripture  good  ?  Is  not  the  knowledge  of 
the  Gospels  and  of  the  New  Testament,  godly,  good,  and  profitable^ 
for  a  Christian  man  or  woman  ?  I  shall  tell  you  what  I  think  in  this 
matter.  I  have  ever  Been  of  this  mind,  that  I  have  thought  it  no 
harm,  but  rather  good  and  profitable,  that  holy  scripture  should  be 
had  in  the  mother  tongue,  and  withholden  from  no  man  that  were 
apt  and  meet  to  take  it  in  hand,  specially  if  we  could  get  it  weU  and 
truly  translated,  which  will  be  very  hard  to  be  had.  But  who  be 
meet  and  able  to  take  it  in  hand — there  is  the  doubt.*'  Fol,  xxxii. 
I  do  not  know  the  date  of  this  (the  third)  sermon,  but  conclude  that 
it  was  preached  before  the  English  version  of  the  New  Testament 
(1526),  the  Pentateuch  (1530)  of  Tmdale,  and  the  Bible  of  Cover- 
dale  in  1555.  It  is  clear  that  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  comparative 
excellence  of  these  versions,  dther  in  or  out  of  the  pulpit — although 
Sdgeworth*s  book  was  published  twenty  years  after  the  Bible  of 
•Coverdale. 
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^eeo  from  a  catholic  minister,  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
in  the  English  language. 

Ill  the  fourth  sermon,  Edgeworth  is  wrathfial  respecting  the  mal' 
iremimmtt  of  kmage$.  **  And,  because  (says  he,)  I  spoke  even  now  of 
iXAOBS  and  idols,  I  would  you  should  not  ignorantly  confound  and 
abuse  those  terms,  taking  an  image  for  ah  idol,  and  an  idol  for  an 
linage^*  as  I  have  heard  many  do  in  thb  city,  as  well  of  the  fatheia 
and  mothers  (that  should  be  wise),  as  of  their  babies  and  children 
that  have  learnt  foolishness  of  their  parents.  Now,  at  the  dissolution 
of  monasteries  and  friars*  houses,  many  images  have  been  carried 
abroad^  and  given  to  children  to  play  withal,  and  when  the  children 
have  them  in  their  hands,  dancing  them  after  their  childish  manner^ 
oometh  the  father,  or  the  mother,  and  saith,  ''  What,  no^e,  what 
bast  thou  there  ?**  the  child  answereth  (as  she  is  taught),  "  I  have 
here  mine  dolL  The  father  laugheth,  and  maketh  a  gay  game  at 
it.  So  saith  the  mother  to  another,  '*  Jugge,  or  Tommy,  where  hadst 
thoa  that  pretty  idol  ?**  "  John,  our  parish  clerk,  gave  it  me,'*  saith 
the  child.  And  for  that,  the  derk  must  have  thanks,  and  shall  lack 
ao  good  cheer.  But,  if  this  folly  were  only  in  the  insolent  youth> 
and  in  the  fond,  unlearned  fathers  and  mothers,  it  might  soon  bt 
redressed.  But  your  preachers,  that  ydU  so  obstinately  follow,  more 
iMming  to  the  vulgar  noise  and  common  error  of  the  people,  than  t6 
pRifoand  learning,  they  babble  in  the  pulpits  that  [what]  they  hear 
the  people  ^goice  in.**  FoL  xl.  When  this  sermon  was  preached^ 
it  is  therefore  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  doctrine  of  the  Re* 
formation  was  pretty  boldly  inculcated. 

In  the  5th  Sermon  (fol.  liiii.)  occurs  a  bold  and  coarse  translation 
ei  Matth.  c  xxv.  v.  33.  ''  He  shaU  set  the  shep  on  his  righte  hande^ 
md  the  rancke  and  stinckinge  goates  on  the  lift  handed  In  th3  homily 
on  the  "  Articles  of  our  Christian  Faith,'*  fol.  Ixxviii,  is  a  very  singu- 
lar exposition  of  the  "  Immaculate  Conception*'  founded  upon  the 
doctrine  of  St.  Austin.  In  the  eleventh  Sermon  "  on  St.  Peter's 
first  Epistle,**  the  dress  and  ornament  of  the  Ladies  are  (as  usual,  in 
these  periods— even  before  Majesty)  described  and  condemned  in 
rather  unsparing  terms.  *'  This  adulteration,  and  changing  of  God's 
handy  work,  by  painting  woman's  hair  to  make  it  seem  fair  and 


•  At  folio  ccxxxr,  the  distinction  between  an  idol  and  an  image  is  fully  and  ae- 
curately  gone  into. 
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Id  coming  at  once  to  the  notice  of  Sermons  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  I  shall  not  be  accused   of  an 

7e11ow>  or  of  their  leers  of  their  cheel^s  to  make  them  look  ruddy, 
or  of  their  forehead^  to  hide  the  wrinkles,  and  to  make  them  look 
smooth,  18  of  the  devil*s  invention,  and  never  of  God*s  teaching/*  fol. 
€C.  A  little  onward  he  thus  notices  the  luxurious  living  of  the  age : 
**  diversity  of  exquisite  dishes,  dashed  with  spices  and  delicate  vnnes, 
and  used  for  kindred  and  firiends,  and  such  as  can  requite  [the]  like 
again.  If  poor  people  have  any  thing,  it  is  those  scraps  that  be  next 
the  dog's  meat.'*  Fol.  cciii. 

In  the  same  sermon  occurs  the  following  very  curious  illustration 
of  Conjugal  Concord.  ''  Saint  Ambrose,  Exameron  libro  v,  cap. 
vii.,  reciteth  a  notable  example  to  move  all  married  folks,  as  well 
men  as  women,  to  concord  and  to  agree  together.  The  example  is 
of  the  lamprey  and  a  serpent  called  Vipera,  nequissimum  genus  bestie, 
a  serpent  most  mischievous  and  venemous.  If  there  be  any  of  them 
with  us,  it  is  the  adder.  Thfe  property  of  this  serpent,  is  this.  When 
he  list  to  gender,  specially  where  he  breedeth  nigh  the  sea  coast,  he 
cometh  to  the  water  side,  and  there  he  hisseth  after  his  manner,  cal- 
ling to  him  his  make,  the  lamprey,  with  his  continual  hissing.  The 
lamprey,  as  soon  as  she  perceiveth  him  there,  draweth  to  the  shore, 
and  shallow  water;  and  when  the  adder  spieth  her  coming,  he 
vomiteth  and  breaketh  away  out  of  himself  all  his  poison  and 
venom,"  &c.  &c.  "  Here  may  the  Man  and  the  Woman  learn  to 
bear  and  suffer  every  one  the  manners  of  the  other.  Here  may  the 
man  learn  to  order  his  wife  with  soberness,  and  the  wife  to  be  gen- 
tle and  obedient.  What  thing  is  worse  than  the  venom  of  a  serpent  ? 
And  yet,  the  lamprey  feareth  not  that  in  her  make,  the  adder.  She 
cometh  gently  at  lus  calling,  and  lovingly  embraceth  him^  There- 
fore, good  wives,  if  your  husbands  be  venemous,  crabbed,  and  cum- 
berous,  or  (as  you  call  it)  shrew-shaken,  you  must  come  at  his  calling : 
do  as  he  biddeth  you :  be  gentle  unto  him  -,  and  so,  though  his  ve- 
nom hurt  others,  it  shall  not  hurt  you,'*  Fol.  ccv-vi.  A  modern 
congregation  would  be  a  little  surprised  at  such  an  exposition  of  the 
Apostle's  text  of  "  obeying  husbands  !*'    But  the  preacher  does  not 
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unhappy  choice  in  the  recommendation  of  those  of 
Clarke,  Seed,  South,  Sherlock,  Jortin,  Porteus,  Hors- 
ley,  Paley,  and  Gisbome.  I  admit  there  are  some 
slight  shades  of  difference^  both  doctrinal  and  practi- 
cal^ in  these  excellent  performances :  but  I  am  sure 
there  is  enough  "  op  Christ,"  in  all  of  them,  to  make 
TO  better  men,  and  to  bring  us  nearer  to  salvation. 
In  this  department  of  Divinity,  I  am  aware  that  every 
man  will  choose  according  to  his  particular  bias  or 
fiivourite  views  of  Scriptural  doctrine  ;  and  he  will 
find  this  doctrine  more  distinctly  developed  or  illus- 
trated in  the  Reviews  in  which  such  sermons  are  cri- 
ticised.*    In  the  Monthly/  Review,  the  Dissenter  will 

spare  the  husband  in  what  follows ;  when  he  tells  him  '*  he  must 
idways  lay  away  his  poison^  so  that  he  use  none  towards  his  wife. 
He  must  always  lay  dovm,  as  well  as  his  churlish  swellings  as  all  his 
lordly  and  proud  fashion :  let  her  perceive  none  such  in  him  :  re- 
member (concludes  he)  you  be  not  her  Lord,  ye  be  but  her  Husband 
and  herMake" 

But  one  more  extract.  The  following  is  an  artful^  and  not  un- 
happy illustration  of  the  supposed  paramount  purity  and  influence  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  preacher  has  been  speaking  of 
the  Flood,  ^'  And  that  the  water  of  the  said  flood  saved  none  that 
were  out  of  the  ship,  signifieth  that  all  Heretics,  that  be  out  of  the 
common  received  faith  of  the  church,  although  they  were  in  the 
water,  although  they  be  christened,  and  glorieth  to  be  called  Chris- 
ty men,  yet  by  the  same  water,  they  shall  be  drowned  into  hell,  by 
Which  the  ship,  the  Catholic  Church,  was  lift  and  borne  up  into  hea* 
▼en^  and  saved;  as  the  material  ship  of  Noah  was  lift  up  into  she 
air,  above  ground,  and  saved  by  water."  Fol.  ccxxvi.  rev.  I  had 
purposed  to  add  the  account  of  Dives  and  Lazarus,  at  folio  ccxliii. 
but  it  is  a  picture  too  much  in  the  Hemskirk  style :  too  minutely 
eoarse  and  disgusting.  Upon  the  whole,  Edgeworth  is  less  nervous 
Bnd  familiar  than  Latimer :  less  eloquent  than  Fox ;  and  less  learned 
and  logical  than  Draift.  He  is,  however,  a  writer  of  a  fine  fancy 
and  an  easy  and  flowing  diction. 

*  The  name  of  Gisborne,  the  last  above  mentioned,  and  the  only 
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seek  for  the  exposition  and  recommendation  of  his 
own  fiivourite  opinions ;  in  the  British  Critic,  the 

one  of  thoBQ  Divines  so  mentioned  who  are  livings  shall  not  be  intro- 
duced without  the  commendations  of  one  of  the  most  able  and  most 
popular  of  our  critical  Journals.  ''  Of  Mr.  Grisbome  it  is  impossible 
to  apeak  widiout  reverence  as  a  man^  or  withont  respect  as  a  waiter: 
a  long  life  and  ample  fortune  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  man- 
kind— a  series  of  writings  on  moral  and  theological  subjects,  calm> 
rational,  intelligent  and  impressive,  contribute  to  place  him  in  the 
number  of  the  best  Christians,  if  not  of  the  best  writers  of  the  age." 
Quarterly  Review,  No.  XLI.  p.  41. 

I  am  aware  that  in  treading  upon  this  kind  of  ground — ^the  notice 
of  LIVING  preachers  and  publishers  of  Sermons — there  is  great  ne- 
cessity to  viralk  with  caution  and  circumspection.  Yet,  as  all  the 
preceding  authors,  dead  and  alive,  have  been  exclusively  English, 
I  will  not  close  this  department  of  the  **  Library  Companion,** 
without  the  distinct  and  commendatory  notice  of  a  few  who  are 
Scotch,  Let  me  b^n  with  Blair;  whose  Sermons,  about  forty 
years,  were  the  object  equally  of  the  perusal  and  admiration  of  the 
public.  To  doubt  the  worth  of  a  performance,  of  which  the  po^ 
pularity  was  without  precedent,  might  be  at  once  arrogant  and 
vain ;  nor  will  I  dispute  the  designation  of  the  author  as  the  Addi- 
son of  Sermon  writers.  He  has  doubtless  given  good  *'  Milk 
for  Children;**  but  Men  require  meat;  and  strong  men,  strong 
meat.  Paley,  Gilpin,  and  Gisbome,  have,  among  other  popu* 
lar  divines,  occupied  much  of  the  space  formerly  filled  by  Blair. 
When  I  mention  the  names  of  Moncribff,  Alison,  and  Muibrsad, 
I  hope  to  give  no  offence  to  any  pious  reader  on  either  side  of  the 
Tweed.  The  truth  is,  these  authors  form  a  sort  of  theological  tri^ 
umvirate,  of  which  Scotland  has  just  reason  to  be  proud.  The 
strong  good  sense  and  unaffected  piety  of  the  first,  the  beautiful  and 
refined  fancy  and  melodious  style  of  the  second,  with  the  tenderness, 
simplicity,  and  sweetness  of  the  third,  render  their  respective  vroxkB 
deserving  of  a  good  coat,  and  a  conspicuous  place,  in  every  well  dio- 
sen  collection.  In  the  preceding  edition  of  this  work,  I  had  (bb 
indeed  was  the  case  of  Blair)  inserted  a  notice  of  the  Bampton  Lbo- 
TVRB8  in  the  "  Supplement:**  which  notice »will  necessarily  have  a 
more  natural  order  here.  These  Lectures  imply  a  set  of  Seimoi^ 
preached  in  the  pulpit  of  the  University  Church  (St.  Mary)  by  €ier« 
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Cburch  of  England  man  will  find  the  strong  rays  o£ 
orthodoxy^  concentrated  :  in  the  British  Review,  will 
be  oft-times  found  much  that  is  eloquent,  and  much 
that  is  ingenious,  in  the  exposition  of  saintly  doctrines; 
in  the  Eclectic,  a  frequent  flow  of  fine  reasoning  and 
pious  persuasion.  The  principles  of  the  latter  are 
called  those  of  the  Evangelical  kind ;  but  obtuse  must 
be  that  man's  vision,  and  petrified  his  heart,  who  shall 
deny  ingenuity,  strength,  and  eloquence  to  the  effu- 
sions of  Hall,  Forster,  and  Jay.*  I  put  the  count- 
kss^  tribe  of  minor  religious  Reviews  quite  out  of  the 

gjmen,  selected  horn  various  colleges,  according  to  the  WiU  of  Mr. 
Bampton.  They  commence  with  the  year  1780,  and  continue  to  the 
present  year.  A  complete  set,  in  46  vols,  octavo  is  valued  at  26L  Bs, 
in  handsome  condition  and  binding,  by  Messrs,  Rivington  and  Coch- 
rane :  who  have  not  fewer  than  three  complete  sets ;  one  in  an 
wccul  state.  The  third  is  sold  in  detached  articles;  and  among 
them,  Dr,  Tatfutm's  Sermons,  1769,  8vo.  3  vols,  are  valued  at  1/.  As. 
They  are  the  scarcest  of  the  whole.  For  other  bodies  of  hortatory 
divinity,  the  ordinary  reader  wiU  do  well  to  procure  the  last  edition 
of  Dr.  Knox's  FamUy  Lectures. 

*  I  must  here  be  understood  to  speak  of  the  works  of  these  gen- 
tlemen which  are  purely  and  exclusively  confined  to  the  exposition  of 
Holy  Writ.  When  Mr.  Robert  Hall  of  Leicester  talks  about  con» 
trasting  the  Little  Head  which  the  Chutrch  of  England  has  invented, 
with  the  Great  Head  of  the  General  Church,  meaning  Christ-—  me-^ 
tiiinks  he  talks  as  if  he  would  sacrifice  alike  logic  and  candour  to 
tbe  clinquant  of  an  antithesis.  See  Mr,  Norris's  Letter  to  the  Earl  of 
lAverpool,  18S2,  8vo.  p.  91,  note,  b.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  powerful  and 
eloquent  writer,  and  his  Sermon  upon  InfideUty  has  justly  won  him 
many  admirers— even  among  the  Benchers  of  our  *^  Little  Church/^ 
In  that  most  surprising  catalogue  of  Tlieology,  recently  put  forth  by 
Mesars.  Ogle,  Duncan,  and  Co.  in  an  octavo  volume  of  nearly  609 
pages— but  without  a  date— there  is  the  following  note,  or  criticism,' 
snbjoined  to  a  volume  of  Mr  Hall's  ''  Sermons  on  various  Occaskm^ 
— ***  There  now  exists  in  this  country  a  man,  who,  with  the  lofty 
tone  of  Boesnet  and  the  rich  fiuoicyof  Hassittoli^wiites  thegraiccAal^ 
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qaestion  t-^-as  someCiiDes  leading  to  results,  too  lud7« 
crons,  or  too  fatal,  to  describe ;  and  as  only  confirm- 
ing the  admirable  sagacity  of  Hogarth,  when  he 
designed  his  well-known    picture    of  Enthusiasm 

DiSPLAYBD. 

The  two  popular  and  more  portly  Reviews — called 
the  Edinburgh  and  Qtun-terfy — take  but  incidental 
notice  of  Sermons,  or  of  theological  publications ;  yet 
when  they  do  take  up  the  consideration  of  them,  they 
evince  frequently  all  the  spirit  and  eloquence  which 
usually  characterise  their  other  productions.  The 
reviews  of  the  Sermons  oiHorsley  and  Alison  are  mas- 
terly exhibitions  of  critical  talent — ^in  the  former.  But 
while,  in  the  latter^  the  estimation  of  Paleys  talents 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  little  unworthy  of  that  great 
man's  name,*  the  review  of  Warhurton's  fVbrks 

ness  and  tendenie^s  of  Fenelon,  and  the  briUiance  of  Poulle.^  AIL 
this  may  be  very  well ;  but  one  wishes  to  know  who  it  is  that  deals . 
out  sachaQ  "  oratio  parainetica."  The  Abb^  Poulle's  Sermons  were 
first  printed  in  177S>  in  two  duodecimo  volumes :  and  the  style  of 
them  justifies  the  eulogy  of  Barbier : — "  abondant^  ^ev6,  magni- 
flque^  coulant  comme  un  fleuve  majestueux.*'  Let  Mr.  Hall  assum 
himself  that  I  have  no  disposition  to  under-rate  his  intellectual: 

powers:  but  the  '*  Little. Church*'  has,  I  think>  nearly '^ast 

good  as  he."  He  shall  himself  (if  it  so  please  him)  fill  up  this  hiatus. 
Bir.  Forster's  Essays  are  full  of  ingenuity  and  original  remark. 
The  style  of  them  is  at  once  terse  and  elegant.  Mr.  Jat*s  Sermons, 
although  a  little  too  vrarmly  coloured^  have  upon  the  whole  great 
meritj  as  honest  and  impassioned  expositions  of  the  several  texts: 
whiqh  ai^  handled.  r 

*  ,See  No.  Ill,  in  the  Review  of  his  posthumous  Sermons  :  but  at, 
the  commencement  of  the  article  whence  the  notice  of  Mr.  Gisbome 

• 

is  taken  (see  p.  86).  F&ley  is  justly  called  an  '^  admirable  writer** — 
*^  wherever  he  turned  his  eyes^  the  prospect  was  illuminated  by  bright 
skies  and  cloudless  sunshine.*'  Paley's  Hor  a  Paulina  is  perhaps  the. 
most  original  and  ingenious  of  his  productions  which  may  be  called 
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(flapposed  to  have  been  written  by  the  late  Rev.  Dn 
Whittaker) — is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  perfect  i^eci-^ 
menff  <^  acute  analysis^  and  impassioned  eloquence^ 
that  the  pages  of  modern  criticism  record.  Nor  can  I 
omit  to  make  honourable  mention  of  the  admirable 
notice  of  Dr.  Coplestone's  recent  work  upon  Necessity 
and  Predestination^  which  adorns  the  pages  of  the 
British  Critic. 

These  points  are  touched  upon  incidentally,  with- 
out partaking  of  any  thing  of  an  invidious  spirit,  or 
with  a  wish  to  institute  uncharitable  comparisons. 
They  are  noticed  merely  as  they  present  themselves 
from  memory.  In  the  mean  time,  let  neither  the  dif- 
fident, nor  the  uninstructed,  feel  anxiety  or  alanh — 
in  these  frequently  opposite  views,  or  discrepancies, 
among  those  works  which  explain  the  Word  of  God. 
It  18  the  nature  of  Man  to  become  frequently  agitated 
with  passion  and  prgndice,  in  the  treatment  even  of 
the  most  sacred  cause:  but  that  ^^  cause"  itself  re- 
muns  pure  and  unsullied — having  for  its  object  the 
salvation  of  immortal  souls.  If^  in  some  instances, 
the  labours  of  frail  mortals  necessarily  partake  of  the 
fallible  source  whence  they  flow,  in  other  instances 
they  seem  to  be  almost  purified  from  earthly  gross- 
ness,and  to  be  incorporated  with  the  imperishable, 
elements  which  they  strive  to  explain.  Hence,  those 
flights  of  genius,  those  effusions  of  piety,  that  depth  of 
research,  and  that  soundness  of  doctrine,  which  dis- 
tinguish the  great  Divines  of  the  later  centuries— 
whose  names  have  been  but  imperfectly  registered  in. 
the  foregoing  pages.  Hence,  that  suavity  of  manner,^ 
and  heavenly-mindedness  of  temper,  which  throw  such 

stHctlj  professional  ]  but  his  Moral  Philosophy,  and  Natural  Theo- 
hgp,  win  probably  make  bis  name  longer  known  to  posterity. 
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a  charm  about  the  pages  of  Taylor^  Hammond^  Tillot-^ 
son,  Boyle,  and  Doddridge ;  men,  who  seem  to  have 
disentangled  them*selves  from  the  strait-laced  disci* 
pline  of  the  older  schools,  and  to  have  had  the  salva* 
tion  of  men*s  souls,  rather  than  their  own  exclusive 
gratification,  steadily  in  view:  who,  laying  aside 
the  asperity  of  disputants,  and  the  ferocity  of  perse- 
cutors, appear  to  have  sought  the  ^^  Praise  and 
Gi^RY  of  God,"  rather  than  the  applause  and  patro- 
nage of  Man. 

SUMMARY  OP  POREIGN  DIVINES. 

In  foreign  schools  of  Divinity,  the  same  great  lights 
have  appeared  to  check  the  fury  of  human  rashness, 
and  to  "  shew  forth"  the  cause  of  Christian  redemp- 
tion. Who  does  not  love  the  amenity  of  Erasmus,  and 
the  philanthropy  of  Melanchthon  ? — each  of  whom, 
in  turn,  seemed  to  hold  the  scales  of  moderation  and 
Christian  charity,  in  order  to  prevent  Luther  and 
Eckius  from  engaging  in  more  than  a  ^^  war  of  words."*^ 

*  Most  strenuously  do  I  recommend  ''the  Young  Man's**  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  writings  of  Erasmus  :  full  of  sweetness 
of  temper^  of  playfulness  of  wit>  liberality  of  sentiment^  and  variety 
and  importance  of  information — clothed,  withal,  in  a  style  of  pore 
and  fluent  latinity  such  as  has  never  been  surpassed  by  later  writers. 
Among  the  more  popular  and  instructive  of  his  minor  works,  Are  his 
Querela  Pads,  Moria  Encomium,  and  Coi/o^vMk— the  latter  to  be  read 
again  and  again.  We  learn  £rom  Jariin*s  L^e  of  Erasmus,  vol.  i«. 
p.  S74,  8vo.  edit.  1808,  that  one  bookseller  at  Paris,  sold  above 
94,000  copies  of  one  impression  of  the  Colloquies.  But  then  lie' 
gave  it  out  that  the  work  was  prohibited  I  To  the  great  joy  of  tiie 
literary  world,  Le  Clerc  put  forth  an  edition  of  the  Entire  Works  of 
Erasmus,  at  Leyden,  in  1703,  folio,  in  ten  vols.,  sometimes  bound 
as  eleven.    This  edition  is  executed  with  particular  attention  to 
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Apd  thus,  in  the  later  schools  of  French  Divinity,  wq 
cling  to  the  gentle  Fenelon  ;  and  look,  rather  \dtfa 
admiration  than  affection,  upon  his  doughty  opponent 
BossuET.*    Massillon  stirs  up  all  the  gentle  cha- 

acfsuracy  and  extemal  beauty?  and  a  copy  of  it  should  doubtless  be 
Ibiuid  in  the  library  of  every  man  of  letters.  A  good  one  (but  they 
are  all  good  copies^  usually  bound  in  green  sprinkled  calf,  >vith 
spotted  edges  to  the  leaves)  is  worth  about  161.  168.  Od,  Copies  on 
iiABOB  PAP£B,  in  vehite  vellum  binding,  are  by  no  means  rare)  and 
should  always  adorn  the  shelves  of  a  magnificent  coUection.  They 
siay  be  worth  91^.  a  copy.  I  have  a  strong  suspicion  that  there  are 
copieSt  in  sheets^  yet  in  existence  at  the  warehouse  of  the  original 
poblisher— if  such  building  have  not  perished.f  As  to  the  editions 
oi  portions  of  the  works  of  Erasmus,  they  are  without  number  and 
without  end.    You  may  load  a  vessel  of  250  tons  burden  with  them. 

Perhaps,  an  the  whole,  no  name  was  ever  so  popular  in  the  six- 
teenth century :  a  theologian,  a  scholar,  a  philologist,  a  wit,  a  great 
£pi8tologTapher«-'(in  correspondence  with  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished characters  in  Europe,  and  in  amity  with  all)  his  works  meet 
us  in  every  form  and  in  every  library,  monastic,  secular,  and  the* 
ological.  To  have  set  down  to  a  **  dinner  of  herbs**  with  More, 
Melanehthon,  and  Erasmus,  were  a  festival  infinitely  beyond  a  banquet 
of  golden  cups  between  Charles  V.,  Henry  VIII.^  and  Francis  I.  I 
strongly  recommend  the  perusal  of  the  translation  of  £rasmus*s 
"  Character  of  More "  (from  his  letters)  which  appeared  in  the 
Reiro9peciwe  Reekw,  vol.  V.  part.  II.  But  there  is  no  end  to  this 
tlwme* 

*  Bossuet  is  considered  as  the  glory  of  the  Church  and  Episcopacy 
of  France.     He  was  doubtless  a  very  great  man :  an  acute  disputant. 


t  Sodi  wti  the  ftrity,aiid  conseqiient  price,  of  the  anterior  edition  of  Erasmus's 
WoAfypabliabed  at  Basil  in  1540,  in  8  vols,  folio,  that  a  copy  of  it  was  purchased 
1^  Fnuieis  St.  John,  about  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  for  III.  1 6*- ; 
IpBtthen  it  was  aNON  parbil  of  a  copy ! — ^In  stamped  calf  binding,  gilt  leaves,  and 
most  delicately  ruled.  On  the  sides,  **  Thomje  Wottoni  bt  Amicorum."  This 
bUMtiftil  p^  of  volomes  graces  the  shelres  of  the  old  family  library  at  WorUngfaam, 
iaSoffoflu 
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rities  of  oar  nature — ^wbich  he  treats  with  the  jskilt 
of  a  consammate  spiritual  physician.    He  nmkes  our 

an  accomplished  scholar,  a  deeply  read  divine^  and  a  powerfbl  and 
eloquent  writer.  In  declamation  of  the  iiighest  order,  and  in  stirring 
up  the  passions  (as  in  his  Funeral  Orations)  he  has  never  periiaps' 
had  his  equal  in  any  pidpit  in  Christendom.  The  Jesuits  adored  bit 
person  while  alive,  and  his  memory  when  he  died.  Hiey  put  fiirdi 
an  edition  of  his  works  in  twenty  quarto  volumes,  in  1745«63>: 
which  Brunet  tells  us  are  daily  getting  scarcer,  and  of  which  t|i^ 
are  some  few  copies  of  the  first  seventeen  volumes  upon  very  laige 
paper;  one  of  them  selling  at  the  sale  of  the  Soubise  library  for 
800  fhmcs.  A  new  edition  of  Bossuet  was  published  in  177^-8S»  in 
nineteen  vols.  4to.  but  in  an  incomplete  state,  as  it  was  to  havie 
-esctended  to  thirty-six  vols.  Yet  it  contains  pieces  which  are  not 
found  in  the  edition  of  the  Jesuits.  A  new  edition  of  the  entire 
worlss  of  Bossuet  has  just  appeared  at  Versailles,  in  forty-seven 
thick  8vo  volumes,  marked  at  212.  in  boards,  in  the  recent  catalogue 
df  Bossange  and  Co.  A  good  edition  of  the  sermons  and  Funchfl' 
Orations  appeared  in  1773,  in  nineteen  vols.  l8mo»  It  is  notwith* 
out  justice  that  Brunet  notices  the  first  volume  of  a  selection  from 
Bossuet's  works,  printed  by  Bulmer  in  1808,  8vo.  as  a  beantifbl 
book.  It  was  followed  by  a  second  volume  in  1804 ;  but  the  work, 
which  was  entitled  ''  Le  Veritable  G4me  du  Chrittianisme/'  &c.  waa 
never  completed.  Hie  most  popular  work  of  Bossuet,  was  hia 
Disamrs  sur  VHistoire  UnweneUeff  first  published  in  1681, 4to. ;  af 


t  A  very  popular  work,  but  more  exdaiiTely  theological,  was  Bossnet's  Htitoin 
det  VarioHont  de»  EgUta  ProtestanSet,  to  be  found  in  the  third  vol.  of  the  4to.  edi- 
tSon  of  hia  works,  in  1743,  and  republished  separately  in  1791, 12mo.  5  vols.— now 
become  rare-  This  work  was  held  ont  by  the  Catholics,  as  "  a  rery  crabbed  bona 
for  the  Calviniits  and  Protestants  to  pick."  It  was  preceded  by  the  Expadtion  de 
ia  Doctrine  CaSkoUque,  in  which  the  author  was  said  to  liave  converted  Torenne 
to  Catholicism.  However,  there  were  not  wanting  Protestants,  Calvinistlc  or 
otherwise,  to  pick  most  completely  the  catholical  "  bone,"  thrown  out  to  them 
by  Bossuet:  and  among  these  the  funons  Basnaob  took  a  very  successful  Umd. 
His  HUMredelaBeligiomdnEgUHM  R^orm^,  dec.,  republished  again  and  aa«i% 
first  appeared  in  1690, 8vo<— and  Bossuet  answered  it  1701. 12mo.  But  the  best 
edidon  of  Basnage's  work,  is  that  of  1725.  4to.  two  volumes  published  after  his 
death.  Consult  Walchius  Bibt-  Tkeolog^,  vol.  iii.  p.  205,  640,  646,-~and  for  a 
good  account  of  the  entire  works  of  Basnage,  consult  the  New  Mem*  ^iMtnimn^ 
vol.  V'  p.  22-32«  .  «i 
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hearts  reprove,  admonish,  and  comfort  us*  This  is 
indeed  one  of  the  peculiar  charms  of  his  writings :  bit- 
style  being  the  most  eloquent  and  mellifluous  imagi- 
nable. In  his  Petit'Car^me,  in  which  he  seems  to 
have  outdone  himself— there  is  such  a  tone  of  ten-. 
demess — united  with  such  sublimity  of  sentimentj 
oieamess  of  reasoning,  and  eloquence  of  expression— -*) 
that  one  hardly  knows  what  to  compare  with  it,  ex- 
actly, in  the  whole  compass  of  hortatory  divinity.* 

Tlie  style  and  imagery  of  Bourdaloue  seem  to  rush 
apon  us  with  the  force  of  a  mountain-torrent :  he  is. 
the  Demosthenes  of  French  divines ;  but  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  his  art  is  too  apparent ;  and  that  all  the 
subordinate  parts  of  his  composition  seem  to  be  pur«' 
posely  Icept  downy  in  order  to  sharpen  the  force  of  his 
logic,  and  to  aggravate  the  terror  of  his  invective.  In 
the  higher  departments  of  sermon  compositioq,  he  is, 

iriiidi  tbe  rq>rint8>  in  all  forms  and  languages,  are  almost  innnme- 
nble,  I  observe,  in  the  catalogue  just  referred  to,  a  copy  o£ 
original  edition,  in  old  French  red  morocco  binding,  gilt  leaves, 
rkfld  at  12.  16$,  The  reader  will  do  well  to  consult  the  Reflec* 
|imi3  of  Cardinal  Maury  upon  Bossuet,  in  the  Cardinal's  collection  of 
Select  Discourses,  and  to  procure  Mr.  Butler's  pleasing  biographical 
memoir  of  Bossuet,  published  in  1812.  Svo. 

*  The  editions  of  Massillon's  sermons^  in  whole  or  in  part,  are 
almost  innumerable.  Those  who  have  not  got  the  well  printed 
doodecimo  edition  of  1745«9,  in  fifteen  volumes,  will,  of  course,  not 
hesitate  about  the  acquisition  of  M.  Renouard's  recent,  and  beauti- 
fbDy  printed  edition,  in  thirteen  octavo  volumes,  1810:  of  which 
tbeie  were  only  four  copies  printed  upon  large  papkr.  One  of  these 
ocqpiet  is  in  M.  Renouard*s  own  collection  -,  a  second  is  in  that  of  the 
Royal  Library  at  Pturis }  a  third  in  Lord  Spencer's  library  at  Althorp, 
beautifully  bonnd  in  blue  morocco :  and  the  fourth  is  the  property 
of— -any  one  who  chooses  to  purchase  it.  See  Rcnouard*s  catalogue 
ci^iiis  own  library, under  the  title  of  CkiL  de  la  BibUothkque  dun  Amor 
ieur,  voL  i.  p.  89.     The  ordinary  copy  is  worth  about  6L  6'<« 
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doubdessi  without  a  rival;  and  our-Horsley  aeenifl  to 
have  had  nmch  in  oommoa  with  that  emment  ditviae-^ 
as^  m  the  deeper  scenes  of  Christ*s  safferingSy.aad  in 
the  delineations  of  the  day  of  judgment^^there  was 
mneh  about  both  these  preachers  which  exhibited 
all  the  sublimity  of  which  such  subjects  are  capable^ 
It  was  for  Bourdaloue*  to  frighten  the  reprobate,  and 

*  The  best  edition  of  Bourdaloue*8  Sermons  is  that  of  1707-34, 
in  16  vols.  8vo.^  published  under  the  care  of  Father  Bretonnean^  I( 
was  printed  by  Rigaud^  at  th6  royal  press. '  Brunet  mentions  aicnag* 
nificent  copy^  upon  fine  paper,  selling  at  the  sale  of  Le  Gendr^s 
library  for  SOO  francs ;  and  Renonard  notices  a  similar  copy  (in  fais 
own  collection)  which  the  late  M.  Anison  picked  out  of  all  the  copies 
which  remained  at  the  same  press.  Hie  binding  of  M.  Renouard's 
copy>  by  the  elder  Bozerian,  is  described  as  at  once  appropriate  and 
magnificent.  It  should  seem  that>  in  the  numerous  re-impresttons  of 
Bourdaloue,  by  provincial  publishers,  those  of  Lyons,  Rouen,  Ton* 
louse,  and  Amsterdam,  were  formed  upon  the  Parisian  edition  of 
1709,  in  18  duodecimo  volumes :  an  edition  always  deserving  oi 
being  secured,  whenever  found  in  good  binding.  A  copy  of  the 
reprint  atVersailles>  in  1819,  16  vols.  8vo.  is  marked  at  5/.  5#.  in  the 
catalogue  of  Messrs.  Bossange  and  Co.,  1821,  no*  M.  Mons.  Bar. 
bier,  in  his  BM.  d'un  Homme  de  Goui,  vol.  ii.  p.  451,  notices  the 
testimony  of  admiration  bestowed  by  Bishop  Burnet  upon  Bourda- 
k)ue>  when  he  heard  him  preach  in  France  :* — '*  il  fKit  ^tonni^  de 
r^loquence  de  ses  sermons,  et^ue  ce  Jdsuite  r^forma  les  pr£dicateuiiB 


t  In  a  diverting  and  instnictive  little  work— not  of  common  occurrence- 
called  **  Leitra  curieuset ntr  divert w^eU**  Pttris^  1725. 12mo.  2  Tola. ;  there ia 
an  animated  and  vigorously  drawn  character  of  Bourdaloue'^  preaching.  I  know 
of  few  things  better  written,  and  yet  I  owe  my  knowledge  of  it  to  the  English 
translation  in  the  New  Mem^  oflJUeratute^  vol*  iL  p.  417 ;  necessarily  inferior  to 
the  original.  In  the  same  French  work,  notice  is  taken  of  Burnet's  testimony  to 
Bonrdaloue's  great  talents ;  adding,  that  "  Bourdalone  belicTed  that  all  honest 
yrotestants  would  be  saved.  Many  other  Jesuits  are,  doubtless,  of  the  saxbe 
opinion,  but  they  dare  not  own  i{.  A  foreign  protestant  gentleman  told  |pe  (says 
the  author  of  these  Memoirs,)  that  a  very  learned  monk  laid  his  hand  upon  llis 
shoulder,  and  said  to  hiift— **  Let  ue  give  veer  talking  ^reHgim :  wx  8BAi.lv' ^i* 

^■B  f  AVED.^     /6fW«  .       I    o  ,       ». 


FRENCH  DIVINES.  101 

for  Massillon  to  comfort  the  ^Mesolate  and  oppressed.** 
They  are  both  among  the  most  shining  laminaries  of 
the  French  school  of  divinity. 
'"But  Sai/rYn  must  not  be  forgotten.  He  was  a  pro^ 
tisstant  preaclier ;  and  is  said  to  have  been  gifted  with 
oilc^of  the  finest  voices  and  persons  that  were  ever 
Heard  and  seen  in  the  pulpit.  His  prayer  before  hi« 
serinon  kept  his  congregation  in  breathless  admiraii- 
tion.  It  could  never  be  forgotten.  Nor  was  it  weak- 
ened by  the  discourse  which  followed ;  for  there  was 
a  solidity,  justness,  moderation,  and  earnestness 
throughout  the  whole,  that  equally  charmed  and  con^ 
vinced  his  auditory.*  But  it  is  his  noble-minded- 
ness—his christian  charity — his  goodness  of  heart — 
bis  thoroughly  social  feelings — which  form  the  magic 
of  his  life  and  of  his  compositions.  With  a  leaning 
towards  Calvinism,  he  did  not  go  one-half  the  lengths 
which  the  gentle  Sectarians,  of  that  persuasion,  wished 
him  to  go.  Preaching  in  a  Catholic  country,  he  did 
not  choose  to  call  the  Pope,  Antichrist ;  or  his  church 
^e  »  *  •  *  *  of  Babylon.  His  sermons  will  be  always 
read  with  pleasure  and  instruction.i* 

d!Aiigleterre  CQPime  ceux  de  France*'    Bourdaloue  was  called  the 

Corneille  of  pulpit  composition,  as  MassiUon  was  called  the  Raciae. 

Thyi  ooly  confirms  the  comparison  between  these  two  great  men  . 

ioclitiited  in  the  tex^ 
'  *  It  is  said  that,  the  fir^t  time  the  famous  Abbadie  heard  him^  he 

cried  out  'M9  it  an  angel  or  a  man  who  speaks  ?  ** 

t  My  friend,  M.  Barbier,  gently  designates  them,  "  as  not  exempt 
.  fironpi  jthe  venom  of  heresy>  and  says  that  they  might  have  been  written 

Hiih.gn^ater  purity  i*'  Bibl  d'un  Homme  de  Gout,  vol.  ii.  p.  468. 
•  A  piMii  of  Hf  QBrb)er*s  brief  account  of  Saurin  is  taken  from  the  well 

|umr»  Pktiaimahre  Hjutorique,  from  which  the  above  account  is  also 
.  I^htn,    The  Scvmoos  of  Saurin  were  published  complete  at  X»t* 

itrdam,  in  1749>  Svo.  in  19  volumes :  bat  there  were  five  voIoaks 
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I  now  come  to  touch  briefly  upon  a  few  of  the  pore 
celebrated  and  useful  writers  in  the  department  of 
Ecclesiastical  History;  choosing  to  introduce  them 
herCf  (as  rendering  the  theological  department  mace 
complete,)  rather  than  to  incorporate  them  in  the 
general  department  of  history.  I  am,  indeed,  suffi- 
ciently aware,  that  in  this  department  alone,  a  very 
copious  library  maybe  formed,  and  that  ecclesiastical 
history  may  be  said,  in  a  great  degree,  to  be  ciml 
history  also— inasmuch  as  the  church  and  state  are, 
in  all  countries,  pretty  closely  and  inseparably  united ; 
.but,  having  devoted  so  large  a  portion  of  these  pages 
to  practical  divinity,  it  were  unfair,  and  might  be 
judged  unsatisfactory,  to  dismiss  that  subject,  without 

published  daring  his  life>  from  1708  to  172$.  Note :— it  was  llie 
same  Saurin  who  published  the  two  first  Tolumes^  in,  folio,  Ot 
^'  Ditcoun  fustoriques,  crUiques,  iMologiquet  et  maraux  Sfc.  iur  rj$^' 
den  Testament," — of  which  the  remaining  four  folio  volumes  were 
continued  and  completed  by  Bbausobbb  and  Rooues>  in  1728-39. 
This  costly  work  is  full  of  fine  engravings^  and  usually  finds  a  plai&e 
in  our  more  complete  libraries.  Brunet  may  be  said  to  riot  in  his 
description  of  this  magnificat  publication,  of  which  he  notices 
sundry  varieties  of  forms  and  conditions.  The  better  taste  seems  to 
be,  the  acquisition  of  the  plates,  separately  published  in  one  large 
folio  volume,  which  exhibit  the  earlier  and  finer  impressions  of  them. 
These  plates  were  engraved  between  the  years  1705  and  1720, 
during  the  life  time  of  Saurin,  and  are  212  in  number.  They  have 
sometimes  a  Dutch  title,  and  are  sometimes  found  in  three  folio 
volumes  vriihout  the  text,  with  short  descriptions  in  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage. The  rage  for  illustration  is  sometimes  applied,  with 
tremendous  force,  to  the  pages  of  holy  writ:  but  I  wiU  venture  to 
affirm,  with  do  more  confidence,  I  trust,  than  the  event  wiU  warrant, 
that  where  a  tasteful  collector  shaU  see  one  good  Ulusirated  Bikk, 
he  wiU  wilMM  more  than  a  dozen  BAD. 
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somethiDg  more  than  an  intimation  where  the  histories 
of  those  churches^  from  which  so  many  brilliant  and 
distinguished  characters  have  risen  for  the  benefit  of 
ibcSr  felldw-ereatares^  may  be  found  and  consulted ; 
but  in  which  it  cannot  be  dissembled,  very  much  is 
to  be  received  with  caution,  from  a  consideration  of 
]Mrticalar  tenets  and  prejudices  (and  what  prejudices 
iMre  stronger  than  those  called  religious  ?)  which  are 
inevitably  mixed  up  with  the  text.  Still  the  saga* 
cious  and  the  candid  reader  may  exei*cise  his  own 
ingenuity  to  advantage;  and  gather,  at  all  events, 
and  in  all  seasons,  a  rich  harvest  of  various  and  useful 
u^rmation. 

It  cannot,  however,  fail  to  be  remarked — and  re» 
marked  with  more  than  transient  regret— that,  at  the 
^ery  outset  of  our  enquiries,  the  British  nation  has 
less  to  boast  of  in  the  department  of  sgclbsiastical 
HI3T0RY,  than  its  neighbours  —  and  especially  the 
French.  Leaving  out  of  the  question  what  the  great 
Mabillon  hath  done  for  the  Benedictins*  let  us  only 
C6nsider  the  Gallia  Christianay  in  thirteen  folio  vo- 
lumes, and  the  Histories  of  the  French  Church  by 
Longueval  and  Le  Cointe.^    And  to  these,  we  may 

*  The  Annales  Ordhns  Sti.  BenedicH,  which  extend  only  to  the 
ti^ldle  of  the  twelfth  century^  were  published  in  six  folio  volumes 
«t  P^tfl8>  between  the  years  1703  and  1739.  The  Acts  of  the  Sainu 
tif  Ibe  same  order>  were  published  at  the  same  place  in  1668>  in 
nine  folio  volumes;  but  D*Acher  was  here  a  considerable  coad- 
jutomnth  Mabillon.  These  Acts  were  reprinted  at  Venice  in  1733^ 
in  nine  folio  volumes.  The  French  edition,  which  Brunet  values  at 
Uttle  more  than  3{.  Ss,,  is  dearer,  because  more  desirable,  than  the 
tqprittt.  The  ^^na29  are  still  much  beneath  the  Acts  in  price;  and 
bdOi'troiki  are  briefly  noticed  and  coldly  dismissed  by  Brunet.  I 
^IMH,  howev^,  that  a  much  livelier  interest  is  taken  in  them>  at  the 
pwurt  day,  on  both  sides  the  channd. 

1 1  wHl  briefly  notice  these  works  in  the  above  order.    The  ifit 
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add  the  invaloable  labours  of  Fieury  and  Tillemtmij 

is  called  Sammarthanorum  Jratrum  Gallia  Christiana,  &c.,  which 
WB8  fmblithed  at  Pkrls^  in  1715^  &c.  in  thirteen  folio  volumea,  under 
thjB  ^are  of  Scevola  and  Louis  de  Sainte  Marthe,  and  other  monks  of 
the  Benedictine  order.f  It  contains  a  series  or  catalogue  of  all  the 
archbishops^  bishops,  and  abbots  of  France,  and  is  full  of  erudition, 
research,  and  the  most  curious  details ;  but  this  work  is  yet  ineom- 
plete,  three  more  Tolumes  being  necessary  to  render  it  perfbct. 
There  are  copies  on  large  paper :  yet-  both  large  and  small  rarely 
occur  for  purchase  in  this  country,  owing  to  the  heavy  duty  attend- 
ing the  importation  of  such  bulky  volumes.  Longueval  published 
his  Histoire  de  CEglise  Gallicane,  in  conjunction  with  De  Fontenay, 
Brumay,  and  Berthier  (all  four  being  learned  Jesuits),  in  1730,  in 
18  vols.  4to. :  and  such  was  the  labour  attending  the  work,  that  they 
each,  in  succession  fell  victims  to  it.  Longueval  lived  to  see  the 
first  8  volumes  complete,  and  Fontenay  the  ninth  and  tenth,  with  a 
great  part  of  the  eleventh  volume.  The  end  of  the  eleventh,  and 
the  whole  of  the  twelfth,  were  the  achievement  of  Bmmoy.  The 
itest  are  the  production  of  Father  Berthier^''  the  worthy  successor 
of  Longueval,  of  whom  he  possessed  the  spirit,  the  erudition^  and 
the  good  taste.** 

"  The  style  of  Berthier  is  everywhere  careful  without  affectation 
and  el^^t  without  antithesis.*'  BibL  d^un  Homme  de  Gout,  vol.  iii. 
3d7-8.    After  this* tempting  description,  I  suspect  and  hope  that 


t  The  first  and  principal  p^ector  of  this  new  edition  of  the  GaUia  Christiaiui. 
was  Father  Denys  de  Sainte-Marthe,  superior-general  of  the  congregation  of 
St  Maur,  and  editor  of  the  works  of  Pope  Gregory  the  Great,  in  1699,  folio-  He 
£ed  in  his  Mventy>fifth  year,  on  Good  Friday,  in  1735  ;  after  having  witnAlsed 
Ite  pahUcation  of  the  first  three  volnmea  of  the  Gallia  Chiistiana,  and  having 
Mcurcd  the  aid  of  several  other  religions  of  the  same  order,  towards  the  pnhlica- 
tioa  of  the  seven  following  volumes.  His  death,  which  took  place  at  the  ahbey  of 
St.  Germain  des  Prez,  was  very  generally  lamented :  and  yet  this  same  father 
published  a  book  in  1688  (on  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes),  "  to  jt48tify 
the  persecution  of  the  French  protestants ;  one  of  the  most  horrid  peraecatSons 
tet  ever  waa  exercised,  a  persecution,  which  has  made  thotbands  of  pieople 
mnhappy ;  a  persecution  advised  by  some  clergymen,  who,  perhaps,  were  atheiati, 
sod  carried  on  by  mere  political  views,  without  any  fear  of  Qpd,  without  any 
respect  for  the  Deity.  How  could  Father  Denys  de  Ste.  Marthe  justify  such  a 
persecution  with  a  good  conscience  ?  Wak  he  a  political  priest  ?  "  New  Memoin 
i/Litefhtrey  17*5,  Svo.  vol.  ii.  p.  148-9. 
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npon  general  ecclesiastical  history*  —  through  the 
pages  of  which  Gibbon  so  assiduously  toiled.    Whil^ 

imie  eff[>rt8  will  be  made,  both  by  the  young  and  old  collector,  to 
get  possession  of  this  work— so  creditable  to  France,  and  secuiinig 
sadi  an  immortality  to  its  authors.  To  the  best  of  my  recoUectioi^ 
I  nearer  met  with  a  copy  of  it  on  sale.  It  was  reprinted  at  Nismes  ia 
1798,  in  18  vols.  8vo.,— but  **  commend  me"  to  the  goodly  aad 
original  quarto  impression  !  The  Annales  Ecclesioikiei  Efoneorumct 
Charles  Le  Cointe,  published  at  Paris  in  1665,  &c.,  in  eight  fblio 
volomes,  comprehend  a  period  of  time  from  the  middle  of  the  thiv^ 
t»  that  of  the  ninth  century.  It  is  a  work  rarely  seen,  and  still  moie 
rarely  consulted  :  but  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  author. 

While  upon  the  subject  of  Erench  ecclesiastical  history,  I  ought;^ 
peihaps,  to  mention  the  Gesta  Dei  pee  Feangos,  a  large  foUo 
volume,  published  by  the  Weehels  at  Hanover,  in  1611  }  having- a 
thin  second  volume  (sometimes  wanting)  bound  with  the  first. 
Bongars  was  the  editor  of  this  work — aided  by  Pithoeus  and  Pel»^ 
vius,  &c.,  '*  quos  nominare  sufficit/*— says  the  former.  Jortin  fans 
sacrificed  his  usual  good  sense  and  candour,  when  he  says,  *'  the  title 
of  this  book  would  have  been  better  chosen,  if  it  had  been  ''  OeHia 
DiABOLi  per  Francos.'*  Remarks  on  EccL  Hist.  vol.  L  p.  300.  Ha 
also  says,  that ''  Guibertus,  or  Gilbertus^  a  French  abbot,  wrote  thtt 
account  of  this  holy  war  :*'  but  he  is  mistaken*  It  is  the  produc^oo 
of  several  authors ;  of  whom  Robert,  a  monk,  is  the  first-^WfaO 
wrote  it  '^  in  a  cell  of  a  monastery  of  St.  Remigius,  in  the  bish<^;Mit 
of  Rheims,  at  the  command  of  Bernard  the  Abbot.**  See  the  pra^ 
hct,  Sec.  U.  Brunet  tells  us,  that  copies  of  this  work  upon  larg^ 
paper  are  uncommon.  In  all  forms  it  is  a  sorrily  executed  viduiiiis» 
A  copy  upon  large  paper  is  at  Althorp.  The  small  may  be  worth 
about  £2.  12«.  6d ;  but,  during  the  late  war,  I  have  known  it  pushed 
to  £4.  14f.  6d. 

*  What  Buffon  was  in  natural  history,  and  Bossuet  in  polemics 
and  dogmatical  divinity,  the  Abb^  Fleury  was  in  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory. He  is  the  just  and  enviable  boast  of  the  French  nation :  and 
it  grieves  one  to  think  that,  on  the  authority  of  Brunet,  his  historf 
'*  is  less  sought  after  than  it  used  to  be.'*  But,  whoever  chooses  to 
read  Barbier's  animated  and  excellent  account  of  it^  will  not  hesitate 
to  become  a  purchaser  upon  any  reasonable  terms.  Fleury  lived  to 
exM»te  only  Itpsniy,  out  of  the  thwip^Mix  voluDOHes,  of  which  Ihia  hii^ 
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te9tiii|^  OQi*  eyes  upon  ItaUf^  {no  riob  ia  historical  pob^ 
liaaftoiis  0f  another  dtisbriptioii)  weOBoiiofe  fell  to  roik 

%ory  ia  otapoaed  r  the  Fathef  Fabre  httViAg^  wriOed  tito  i«iliaiBitt|( 
AtteeQ*— and  he  would  have  published  mov*)  but  was  Ibibidden,  ^ 
aeoouDt  of  the  inelegance  of  his  style^  and  the  want  of  judgment  in 
the  selection  of  his  materials.  The  first  volume  of  Fleury's  own 
labours  appeared  in  1690>  and  the  last  in  1719— but  it  is  usually 
llated  I722-1737*  It  is  the  Discoubsbs  of  Flenry  whidi  throw  audi 
it  eharrn  about  his  work;  and  which  are  prefixed  to  most  of  his 
Tolnmes— especially  those  which  accompany  the  eighth,  thirteenth^ 
dxteenth,  seventeenth^  eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  fo- 
lumes.  In  some  of  these,  are  disquisitions  upon  the  fall  of  litera* 
tore  from  the  eruption  of  the  Vandals^  the  establishment  of  univer- 
rfties,  the  progress  of  the  crusades,  the  history  of  indulgences^  and 
of  several  religious  orders  in  the  fourteenth  century,  &c.t 
.  In  these  discourses,  Fleury  has  united  the  qualities  of  an  historian 
and  a  philosopher,  in  a  style  of  great  neatness  and  perspicuity,  and 
with  a  judgment  free  firom  all  ignoble  prejudices.  These  disoouises 
weie  collected  and  published  by  Boucher  d*Ai^,  in  1763,  with 
several  additional  ones,  and  notes,  by  Fleury  i  together  with  a  £s* 
4iMurse  of  Goiyet,  upon  the  re-establishment  of  ecclesiastical  studies  | 
tel  it  should  seem  from  M.  Emery,  editor  of  the  Nouveaux  Opu§cuU$ 
of  Fleury,  in  five  octavo  volumes,  1807>  that  one  of  Fleury's  dis« 
courses,  upon  the  Gallican  church,  has  been  interpolated  in  this  eifir 
ilon  of  1763.  M.  Emery  founds  his  criticism  upon  an  inspection  of 
die  author*s  autograph.  Jortin  has  honoured  Fleury  by  constant 
teferences  to  his  history,  in  his  own  Remarks  on  EccksiasHcal  Hittarf; 
0tA  has  yet  further  honoured  him  by  translating  l&is  "  Discourse  on 
the  Ecclesiastical  History  from  the  year  600  to  the  year  1100*' — *'  on 


t  It  ■Hould  seem  from  RawUnson'g  New  Method  of  Studying  Hittory,  toI.  iL  p.  ^, 
lluiit  a  part  of  Fleury'i  work  was  **  translated,  and  in  March  1727,  published  by  t^ 
Rer.  Mr.  Herbert,  who,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  would  give  the  world  a  fiuthful  and 
honest  translation  of  his  author,  without  castrations  of  what  is  heterodox,  but 
iMnex  apply  by  his  notes  an  antidote  to  the  poison.**  I  learn  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
CnrtdB  of  Hunton,  near  Maidstone,  that  the  work  was  rendered  complete  as  far  at 
the  viith  century,  in  four  quarto  volumes,  1727-1730,  the  first  two  volomet  w«fe 
tnukslated  by  Herbert,  the  latter  two  by  G.  Adams,  lliereare  indexes  and  vignettea 
tStiuch  volume ;  and  highly  respectable  but  scanty  lists  of  Subscribers*  The  ehro- 
'i^ilogtcal  tables  of  TUlemont  seem  not  to  have  been  continued  beyoiid  the  titfie 
intMBturies.    The'traashitidn is ahbost^eHltatt  of  aottiir.     ''  '  .t  ;>iMn 


EccLEsiAsaieiu:.  history.  lor 

iM^iM,;:to  th^.  EcfdesittStieal  jinn^  of  Bmom^m 
irark  of  fluch  atupeiidous  laboury  aod  of  snoh  geocinil 

iceomil  (sayB  Jortin,)  of  the  ingenioiu  and  useful  reiiuurks;,  bendy 
tibe  historical  namtioDs^  which  it  contains.  It  is  drawn  up  (iio4f 
tfames  the  same  authority),  for  the  most  part>  with  a  decency  aii4 
moderation  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  ecclesiastical  writers  of  hps 
diupchj  except  Da  Pin.  Fkury^  likeDu  Fin>  was  a  zealous asserlpr 
of  the  temporal  rights  of  kings;  and  hath  not  scrupled  to  expose  tl|p 
crimes  and  encroachments  of  the  Popes>  for  which,  doubtless,  hf 
was  held  in  execration  by  the  Jesuits  and  by  the  See  of  Rome^' ' 
Mmnarhi,  ^c.  vol.  i.  p.  996.  But  Jortin*s  brief  analysis,  and  as  brief 
remarks  upon  this  discourse  of  Fleury,  are  admirable  of  their  kin^ 
and  quite  in  the  terae  and  pertinent  manner  of  their  author.  Jortan 
ii  generally  ''  admirable."  He  was  a  ready,  off-hand,  and  dexteroof 
scholar ;  yet  his  style,  even  in  his  sermons,  wants  what  the  Fren^ 
call ''  onction.'*  Once,  and  rariely  more  than  once,  he  rose  to  elo- 
quence \  and  that  was  in  the  preface  to  his  Remarks,  &c.,  which  t^e 
late  Dr.  Gosset  told  me  he  regularly  read  through,  every  year,  with 
undiminished  delight.  In  his  Life  of  Erasmus j  Jortin  shewed  him* 
adf  to  be  little  more  than  a  translator  of  Le  Clerc.  A  subject  of  the 
greatest^  is  made  by  him  one  of  comparatively  small,  interest.  Xb^ 
woriiL  is  little  better  than  a  dry  journal  of  facts,  stitched  togethei;. 
Above  all  things,  the  purchaser  of  Fleury  will  not  forget  the  learned 
Bondet's  Table  Giniral^  et  Baisonn^e  des  Matihres,  contained  in  the 
thiyty*six  volumes  of  the  history.  This  table  was  published  in  176^ 
in  a  quarto  and.  duodecimo  form— the  former  in  one  volume,  and  tj^ 
latter  in  four.  This  celebrated  history  has  been  reprinted  at  Ca«j|9,ip 
twenty-five  volumes  in  quarto :  at  Paris,  in  17^-48,^  forty  voluii^ 
octavo  :  and  at  Nismes,  in  177&-80,  twenty-five  volumesi,  octava^ 
but  beautiful  copies,  in  mellow  ol()  calf-gilt  binding,  of  the  first 
Faris  edition,  must  be  the  object  of  the  ambition  of  the  Young  Col- 
lector.   On  LABGE  PAPER,  it  has  not  been  sold  for  more  than  oofe 


*  Acopyof  tIii8editbnUiiuurkedat8i;8«.mthecatalogueofMe8srB.Bo8a#iuK 
and  Ck>.,  1821,  no.  226.  But ''  thrice  and  four  times  happy,"  does  the  Rereread 
Dr.  Barney,  of  Greenwich^  consider  himself  to  be,  in  the  acquisition  of  a  moipt 
beantifal  copy,  coated  in  mellow-toned  oUve  morocco,  which  had  belonged  to  tfe 
flHBOQS  Madame  dePompadonr,  and  <tf  which  that  pious  lady  might  have  tura^ 
•Mthatotlflif  of  thefintvohimt,  enc*  inherUfe.    This  copy  was.  Qhm9(||A 
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• 

and  lastingf  utility,  as*  to  exdte- the  envy,  and  almost 
^wpair«  of  other  countries.  I  do  not  recommend  the 
purchase  of  all  these  elaborate,  and  costly  worlcs,  though 
I  would  hardly  dispense  with  a  copy  of  Biaronius.*   I 

bundred  and  seventy  francs  abroad — but,  here>  on  §mall  paper,  let 

■      ■  ■  ■ 

it  not  be  hoped  for  under  double  that  sum. 

But  if  Fleury  be  entitled  to  such  unqualified  praise,  Tillemont  is 
deserving  of  scarcely  less  commendation.  His  two  great  labours  are 
.thus  called  ;  ''  Mhnoires  pour  seroir  h  Vhistoire  eccldsiastique  de$  six 
premiers  Si^cles.  Paris,  iS93-171^.  16  vols.  4to. :  Histoire  des 
Smpereurs  et  des  autres  Princes  qui  ont  regni  durant  les  six  premiers 
Sidles  de  V4gUse.  Paris,  1700-38.,  6  vols,  in  4to."  It  is  melan- 
choly to  read  the  following  pithy  notice  of  them  by  Bninet :  ''  These 
two  works,  which  usually  go  together,  are  esteemed  by  the  learned, 
but  they  sell  at  a  low  price.'*  And  then  one  hundred  and  forty  francs 
are  stated  as  the  price  for  which  they  were  bought  at  the  sale  of  the 
Inresident  de  Cotte !  Mr.  Payne,  in  his  last  catalogue,  (no.  2334), 
ttiarks  a  neat  copy  (in  calf,)  of  the  latter  work,  at  22.  2f .  Both 
works,  and  especially  the  former,  are  fuU  of  prodigious  learning ; 
but,  after  the  labour  of  forty  years,  Tillemont  has  given  us  only  die 
history  of  the  first  six  centuries  of  the  church.  Gibbon*s  obligations 
lb  him  are  constantly  and  gratefully  expressed,  and  Jortin  seems  to 
have  consulted  him  yet  more  than  Fleury. 

*  '^  Joseph  Scaliger,  he,  who  once  boasted  that  there  was  noUiing 
for  him  to  learn,  confesses,  that  he  never  read  Baronius  without 
gaining  some  new  light."  RawlinsorCs  New  Method  of  studying 
History,  1730.  8vo.  vol.  ii.  p.  36.  After  this,  who  shall  hesitate 
about  the  preference  above  given  to  Baronius  ?  This  work  is  a  body 
of  ecclesiastical  history,  comprising  also  the  labours  of  Raynald, 
Laderchi,  and  Pagi,  with  one  volume  of  Apparatus,  1646,  &c.  :  fblio 
in  thirty-one  volumes.  This  is  considered  to  be  the  best  edition  ; 
but,  according  to  Brunet,  the  edition  of  Lucca,  in  thirty-eight  fblio 
volumes,  1738-57>  ought  to  be  preferred ',  inasmuch  as  the  annota- 
tfons  of  Pagi  are  inserted  in  their  proper  places,  with  notes  of  Mansi, 
and  three  volumes  of  an  Index ;  the  latter  being  wanting  in  the 
Soman  edition  of  1646.  At  the  sale  of  the  Soubise  library,  a  copy 
of  the  Lucca  edition,  on  laige  paper>  was  sold  ibr  two  hundred  and 
ninety  francs.  Rawlinson  says  that  Ifae  first  eight  volumes  of  Ray- 
naldus's  compilation)  epltbmilled  In  bne  foUo  volume^  and  pnbBshfld 
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tKipblie  about  th«  mentiov  of  the  Acta  Sai^ctorvic^ 
lest  my.  readers  should  hnagiiie  that  I  wvih  to  plwjig^ 
t|iem  In  all ,  the  mysteries  and  marvels  of  moDasti(> 
and  saintly  lore.  And  yet^  I  will  be  free  to.  say  thal[ 
tkiit  Collector,  be  he  young,  or  be  he  old,  may  thank  his 
happy  stars  who  shall  possess  ^ejifiy-three  folios^  of 
which  that  still  unfinished  and  gigantic  work  is  com* 
posed,  at. the  price  of  so  many  sovereigns.^ 

a^Rome  in  1668,  '*  is  very  mean,  yet  wants  it  not  buyers  at  a  veiy 
high  rate.'*  It  was  cheering  to  see,  at  Messrs.  Payne  and  Fos8*8>  a 
fine  copy  of  this  Lucca  edition  of  Baronius,  just  bound  out  orsheetSA 
ii^  white  glossy  vellum,  (and  sent  from  the  good  old  house  of  Lucht- 
n^ausi  9l  Utrecht,)  Ijring  upon  the  floor  of  their  spacious  repository-^ 
tepapting  the  curious  visitor  to  become  a  purchaser.  Nor  was  it  lens 
cteering  to  learn^  a  few  days  after  my  first  sight  of  such  a  treasure^ 
that  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London  had  yielded  to  the  temptation,  and 
Gvried  off  the  prize.  It  is  now  placed  where  it  will  be  in  eveif 
respect  properly  appreciated.  I  predict,  with  no  small  degree  of 
confidencft,  that  Fulham  will,  in  the  end,  more  than  rival  Hartlebuf^^ 
,  It  may  here  be  also  observed,  on  the  authority  of  Rawlinson,  that 
the  EcelesiasHcal  Annals  of  Bzovius,  published  at  Colon.  Agripp,  u^ 
1616,  in  nine  folio  volumes,  as  a  continuation  to  those  of  Baroniiifl|» 
'*  are  very  inaccurate,  and  rather  give  a  history  of  the  order  of  St 
Dominic,  of  which  the  author  was  a  friar,  than  of  the  church.*'  Ne* 

■  >  •  ■  '  * 

verthdess,  I  should  desiderate,  as  a  curious  ecclesiastical  antiquary 
those  Dominican  Annals  also  :  but  only  ''  as  a  curious  ecolesiasticri 
antiquary.*' 

*  So  much  has  been  already  said  (Bibliograph.  Decameron,  vol;  1^ 
p.  81-3)  respecting  the  history  of  this  work,  and  such  an  excellepl 
specimen  of  the  uses  to  be  derived  from  it  being  to  be  found  in  Mr. 
Soiithey*8  famous  article  on  the  ''  Spanish  Inqmsitum/'  in  the  twelfth 
number  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  that  I  will  here  only  observe^  il 
may  be  doubtful  whether  there  be  more  than  four  complete  copies  of 
It  in  private  collections,  and  two  in  public,  in  England.  Of  the 
former.  Lord  Spencer,  Archdeacon  Jebb,  Mr.  Southey,  and  }S^ 
jPetrie^  (Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London, f]  are,  posr 

'■^ry  "»•■■     -■  •  "■      ■  :  '.  '.i 

.  '  t^  A  ifhjmsicid  anecdote  U  connected  with  the  imjportation  of  one  of  the,  a^v^ 


i  fn  regatd  to  cor  own*  oMmtiy^  the  earMeit  hiftoa^ 
riaiis  df  any  ttottient  are  Bede,  Fbx^  Parkery  and 
Obdirin;  and  latterly,  Dmgdale,  Usher,  JFharkm^: 
Mmmelf  and  Strype;  although  our  most  pojpolar 
tfeoleBiastical  history,  is  the  version  of  the  work  oi  a  * 
fiyreigner,  of  the  name  of  Mosheim.  To  these  namei^  > 
add  Ikller,  Collier,  Bingham,  Cave,  and  Jartin.  I ' 
be  more  particular  in  the  account  of  the  eoclesi** 


the  latter,  the  Bodleian  Library  and  the  British  M«0eQia.. 

I  saw  Mr,  Archdeacon  Jebb's  copy  lying  at  Messrs.  Rivington  and 
Codrnme's,  booksellers,  and  a  most  choice  and  desirable  copy  it  was 

II  many  of  the  volumes  being  in  original  bindings — and  all  of  them 
in  a  good  harmonising  gilt  tooled  condition.  It  had  been  obtained- 
of  Messrs.  Ogle,  Duncan,  and  Co.,  at  the  price  of  one  hundred  gui- 
neas ;  and  the  public  wiU^  in  due  time,  become  acquainted  with  its 
oontents ;  the  Archdeacon  being  a  gentleman  addicted  to  most  oafi«' 
dns  and  profound  enquiries  in  theological  lore— -as  his  Sacred  LUerm^ 
imrt  alone  attests.  Messrs.  Ogle  and  Duncan  mark  a  copy,  in  fifty-' 
six  volumes,  at  105^  The  price  of  these ''  Acts"  is  dafly  increasing 
iqpoQ  the  continent,  and  the  rarity  of  a  complete  set  is  in  proporticm 
becoming  extreme.  Although  fifty«/SM  volumes  form,  what  is  called, 
a.oomplete  set— yetfifty-^ib^ee  arenot  less  complete — for  the  original 
iegi;  and  they  are  usually  sold  in  this  latter  form.  At  Munieh  I 
finmd  iix  sets  of  these  Acts,  in  desirable  white  vellum  coatings :  and 
at  Strasbouig,  four  sets,  in  good  and  even  handsome  calf  binding; 
but  notwithstanding  the  Munich  copies  might  have  been  obtained  at 
1%L  a  set,  yet  the  thought  and  fears  of  the  expenses  of  carriage,  and 
especially  of  duty,  deterred  me  from  the  purchase  of  a  single  copy. 
In  France,  however,  I  learn  that  complete  sets  are  daily  becoming 

and  of  increased  price.  To  the  English  historical  antiquary, 
portions  of  these  volumes  are  invaluable.  My  friend  Mr. 
FstKie,  in  his  late  journey  upon  the  Continent,  attempted  to  disoorer 
and  secure  the  remaining  portion  of  the  MS.  of  this  work  3  but  he 


X 


nkndoned  s^Cs  of  the  Acta  Sanctoram.  They  were  detuned  at  the  castom-hodse 
■s  bring  PAPAL  and  suPBRsnnoufl  launder  an  old  statute  of  James  I.  A  seasoo** 
bis  explanation,  not  noattended  with  a  gentle  rebuke,  soon  released  the  saints  from 
their  bondage*  ^    .     , 
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astical  wwks  of  rtfiese  aothom.  And  first  for  Betk; 
vtba,  as  be  died  al  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  eea#' 
tarf,  coidd  have  written  of  the  British  church  only  lA 
a'dtofc  and  stormy  period.  The  ^st  edition  of  hii 
CHiiirch  History  is  so  scarce,  as  at  present  to  have, 
etei^ed  the  researches  of  our  most  diligent  coUeo^t 
tors ;  but  the  only  edition  worth  possessing,  for  safe 
reading  or  critical  consultation,  is  that  of  Smith,  in  a 
handsome  foUo  volume,  published  at  Cambridge  in 
1722.» 

could  only  trace  it  as  having  been  conveyed,  by. its  last  Owner, 
across  tlie  Rhine  into  Gennany— during  the  more  recent  agitation  of 
Rmcii  affiurs. 

*  Firsts  as  tothe£dtiio  Princeps:  for  an  acooont  of  which  I  am 
eielosiTely  indebted  to  Panzer,  vol.  i.  p.  83^  No.  445.  On  the  Mh- 
thorifey  of  Strau8s>  Denis,  and  Laire^  Panzer  says  it  is  printed  witbonft 
date,  at  Strasbouig,  in  a  small  Gothic  letter,  (a]^paarently  ^1  of 
E^tBte^),  and  containing  forty  lines  in  a  fidl  column :  having. 
niDeCy^seven  leaves  in  the  whole.  Laire  had  erroneously  attributed 
the  type  to  I^ner,  This  book  is  at  present  a  desideratum  in,  perr 
bapa,  every  public  and  private  library  ia  England ;  a  copy  is  in  the 
Rojal  Library  at  P^s.  Smith's  edition,  above  mentioned,  is  a  vccf 
hindsome  folio  volume,  and  not  of  uncommon  occurrence.  Nor  are 
the  copies  on  large  paper  very  rare.  Messrs.  Longman,  Hurst,  and 
Co.  mark  a  copy  of  the  small  paper,  containing  some  mss.  notes  of 
Gale  and  Gough,  at  31.  Si,  Mr,  Payne  aflSxes  an  additional  guinea 
to  ihe  value  of  the  work,  in  the  same  fDrm.f  The  name  of  vsnk- 
lABbB  Bbdb  is  justly  dear  to  the  English,  even  at  this  period. 
During  the  earlier  part  of  the  eighth  century,  it  was  as  justly  con* 
siderad  to  be  attached  to  the  greatest  living  literary  ornament  uk 
Eulope-  Dr.  Henry  considers  Bede  as  a  most  wonderful  man ;  and 
as  eadubiting,  in  his  works,  "  all  the  science  with  which  the  world 


■  t 


t  Smith  the  father  died  before  the  work  was  completed,  and  it  was  fii^shed  by 
Ids  SOB,  who,accordiiigr  to  the  preface,  was  not  more  than  twenty  years  of  ag^at:. 
thetiflia*    The  son  says  that  the  father  had  examined  erery  MS.  in  Engbqid*:  .  I : 
b^lisvr  Ait  B^  friend  Mr.  P^trie  (Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of  Iion^  . 
doB)  can  **  shew  good  cause**  against  that  dictum  being  "  made  absolute.*' 
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Fox  «omes  next,'  but  with  an  interval  of  dght  cisa- 
tiiries  between.  His  Book  of  Martyrs — as  it  is  called 
r^was^  and  yet  is,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  and 
popular  church  histories  id  the  world.  The  pivate 
liistory  of  this  elaborate  work  might  be  worth  know« 
ingy  but  it  is  hopeless  to  enq[uire  after  it : — ^who  were 
the  author^s  chief  authorities,  and  what  artists  he 
obtained  to  make  the  designs  and  engravings,  are, 
now,  I  believe,  points  upon  which  no  correct  informa- 
tion is  likely  to  be  obtained.  Fox  lived  to  seejbur 
editions  of  his  labours,  himself  dying  in  1587.  These 
editions  were  succeeded  hyjive  more,  of  which  the 
latest  was  published  almost  within  a  century  after  the 
death  of  the  author.  The^r^i  edition,  in  1563,  is  of 
very  rare  occurrence  in  a  perfect  state ;  and  has  also 
some  particulars  which  are  omitted  in  the  subsequent 
editions.*    The  last,  and  perhaps  the  commonest  in 

ivas  then  acquainted.'*  After  telling  us  that  it  is  rather  a  reproach  to 
us  to  have  published  so/eto  of  his  works^  and  that  the  Pam  and  Basd 
impressions  of  them  are  imperfect^  he  says^  that  the  only  complete 
edition  is  that  put  forth  at  Cologne,  in  eight  folio  volumes^  in  1618 ; 
of  which  there  is  a  copy  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Institution^  but 
none  in  that  of  the  British  Museum. 

*  In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Typographical  Antiquities^  pp.  82-94> 
the  reader  will  find  a  full  and  particular  account  of  this  volume^  to- 
gether with  references  to  other  works>  wherein  further  researches 
may  be  made  relating  to  it.  Consult  also  Chalmers  $  General  Biogra^ 
phical  Dictionary,  vol.  xiv.  p.  34,  and  Dr.  Wordsworth's  Ecclesiastical 
Biography,  prefece.  A  perfect  copy  of  this  first  edition  was  sold  by 
Mr.  Saunders  in  1823,  for  the  amazing  sum  of  56^  Mr.  Douce  has 
a  copy  approaching  so  near  perfection,  as  to  want  only  the  last  leaf. 
Fox  was  a  sort  of  Luther  in  his  way.  His  style  is  equally  bold, 
«Dd  his  enmity  to  the  church  of  Rome  equally  bitter,  with  that  of  the 
great  German  reformer.  His  "  Acts"  are,  indeed,  an  invaluable 
historical  repertory:  but,  in  some  particulars,  he  seems  to  have 
gathered  information  too  hastily,  and  to  have  detailed  it  too  loosely. 
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the  black  letter,  is  that  of  1641,  in  three  comely  fidio 
Yolumes,  of  which  copies  upon  large  paper  are  by  iia 
means  uncommon.  The  edition  of  1684  is  in  a  Roman 
letter,  and  some  indifferent  copper-plates  are  intro^/ 
duced  Perhaps  the  last  edition  (as  well  as  the  first) 
in  the  lifetime  of  the  author,  may  be  worth  securing ;, 
but  the  impression  of  1684,  brings,  I  believe,  the  larg-, 
est  price.* 

• 

T&ere  is  an  anecdote  recorded  by  Strype^  in  his  Appendix  to  the  Life' 
of  Archbishop  Parker^  or  Cranmer>  (upon  which^  at  this  moment,  I 
am  unable  to  lay  my  finger,)  strongly  confirmative  of  <  this  remark* 
The  earlier  black  letter  editions  of  Fox  were  chained  to  almost  every 
public  desk,  in  libraries  and  places  of  worship,  in  the  kingdom  > 
where  they  were  usually  suffered  to  decay  by  piecemeal,  i^m  damp, 
in  usage,  or  frequent  consultation.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
one  of  the  completest  specimens  of  a  muHlaied  Fox,  is  (or  was)  to  be 
seen  in  the  little  parish  church  near  Apethorpe  (the  seat  of  the  Earl 
of  Westmorland),  in  Northamptonshire.  In  some  other  rural  parish 
dinrches,  I  have  met  with  Fox,  in  an  old  vestry  trunk  of  some  three 
centuries  ago  manufiu^ture,  almost  in  a  state  of  pulverisation,  from 
the  united  attacks  of  mice  and  moths.  They  preserve  at  Bamburgh 
Castle,  in  Northumberland,  asound  copy  of  the  edition  of  1583 ;  but 
I  know  of  no  copy  of  an  edition  in  the  sixteenth  century  equal  to 
that  of  1596,  in  two  volumes,  which  is  in  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's 
library  at  Chatsworth,  in  russia  binding.  A  finer  copy  can  be  hardly 
conceived. 

*  A  copy  of  this  edition,  in  fair  good  binding,  was  purchased  at 
the  sale  of  the  library  of  my  late  friend,  Mr.  Neunburgh,  in  the  pre- 
sent year  (1822)j  for  52.  bs.  Mr.  Baynes  marks  it  at  61.  6s.  on  large 
paper,  half-bound,  affixing  the  date  of  1686  ;  and  subjoins  a  copy^ 
apparently  on  small  paper,  with  the  same  date,  '^  with  upwards  of 
fifty  additional  portraits,  neatly  bound  in  brown  calf,"  valued  at  121. 
Messrs.  Ogle  and  Co.  value  a  copy,  on  small  paper,  (dated  correctly, 
1684,)  at  71. 17 s.  6d.',  but  as  it  is  not  upon  large  paper,  I  consider 
such  price  too  high.  The  edition  of  1610  is  marked  by  them  at 
31.  Ss.  :f  and  Messrs,  Payne  and  Foss  affix  the  price  of  4Z.  4s.  to  that 
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While  Fox  was  watching,  with  a  natural  and  par- 
donable exultation,  the  progress  of  the  sales  of  the  first 
and  second  editions  of  his  ^^  Acts/*  the  fomous  Arch- 
bishop Parker — a  name,  never  to  be  pronounced 
without  emotions  of  pious  respect — was  maturing 
(with  the  aid  of  his  learned  secretary,  Joscelyne), 
his  celebrated  History  of  the  Antiquity  of  the  British 
Churchy  in  the  Latin  language,  and  which  he  first 
published  in  the  year  1572,  in  folio.  Valuable  as  is 
this  work,  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  to  purchase  it  in  a 
perfect  state ;  and  still  more  forlorn  is  the  hope  to 
become  master  of  it  with  the  original  engraving  of 
the  Archbishop's  portrait.*    Such  a  trouvaille  would 

of  1641.  The  truth  is^  I  believe^  that  these  books  are  rising  yearly 
In  value;  but  I  own  that  the  edition  of  1684  would  be  the  i(u^I 
•hould  purchase.  An  abridgement  of  Fox*s  history  appeared  in  15S9> 
in  the  black  letter }  and  partial  reprints  of  it^  in  a  greater  or  lesser 
form,  have  continued  to  the  present  day.  There  are  no  cuts  like 
those  of  the  older  editions ;  which  '*  are  preferred  by  coUectors> 
aome  of  them  containing  portraits,*'  says  Mr.  Chalmers :  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  countenances  are  rather  generalised,  than  indi- 
cative of  individual  resemblances.  I  have  possessed  the  edition  of 
1641,  on  large  paper,  uncut :  which  is  not  very  rare. 

•*  I  may  refer  with  confidence  to  the  fiiU  and  particular  account  of 
hifl  exceedingly  rare  book  in  the  Typog,  Antiq,,  vol.  iv,  p.  126-130, 
and  may  here  further  observe,  that  Mr.  Bindley*s  copy,  noticed  in 
that  account,  was  purchased  at  the  sale  of  his  library  for  452.  It  is 
also  in  my  power  to  subjoin,  if  it  were  necessary,  the  minute  descrip- 
tion of  another  recently  discovered  copy,  in  the  library  of  Mr.  Coke, 
at  Holkham,  which  Lord  Spencer  was  so  obliging  as  to  furnish  me  j 
and  which  copy  not  only  contains  a  fine  impression  of  the  original 
roRTBAiT,  but  appears,  in  other  respects,  to  be  in  the  most  beauti- 
fill  and  perfect  condition.  Lord  Spencer's  own  singular  copy  con- 
tains the  portrait;  and  so  does  that  of  Mr.  Grenville.    Perhaps  no 


.of  1610,  upon  "  htrge  paper ^  very  fine,"  ia  two  folio  Volumes,  marked  at  01 6#., 
but  then  it  had  been  a  *'  presentation  copy  from  King  James  the  First."    ' 
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make  the  '^  old  "  Collector  *'  young  **  again  -^  in 
years  —  but  not  in  experience.  However;  for  the 
purposes  of  consultation^  the  beautiful  and  accurate 

two  copies  are  found  in  an  respects  alike  -,  nor  does  it  appear  that 
there  are  more  than  four  or  five  copies  which  possess  the  portrait. 
Of  these^  one  is  in  the  library  at  Althorp.  There  are^  at  leasts  three 
copies  of  the  book  in  Bene*t  College  library,  Cambridge ;  two  pos- 
sessing the  portrait :  one  having  it  coloured^  and  the  other  unco- 
loured.  The  coloured  one  was  supposed  to  have  been  an  original 
paiatiog ;  till  the  experienced  eye  of  Mr.  Douce  delected  the  fallacy 
•—shewing  it  to  be  only  Hogenberg*s  print  coloured. 

In  the  archbishop's  own  library,  at  Liambeth,  there  is  preserved 
the  most  precious  copy  of  this  book  in  the  world :  notwithstanding 
H  wants  the  title-page,  and  the  account  of  the  halls  and  coUeges  is 
not  printed  upon  vellum — as  it  is  in  some  copies.  The  worth  of  this 
copy  consists  in  the  addition  of  deeds  and  instruments,  with  seals 
appended — and  letters  and  memoranda  (the  greater  part  printed  by 
Strype  in  his  biography  of  PSarker,)  of  some  of  the  most  eminent 
men  of  the  day.  Among  these,  is  a  letter  from  Cecil,  and  another 
from  CovEBDALE,  (thc  latter  dated  March,  1566,  and  signed,  ^'quon- 
dam,  Exon.*')  for  which  more  than  one  hungry  autographiser  of  my 
acquaintance  would  give  *'  a  good  round  sum.*'  This  copy  appears 
to  have  been  made  up  by  Ducarel,  who  has  prefixed  an  account  of 
the  several  MS.  pieces  contained  in  it  On  turning  over  and  penu 
sing  these  pieces,  one  seems  to  be  living  at  the  period  of  their  com- 
position. The  portrait  of  Parker,  pasted  at  the  end  of  his  Life  is  a 
genuine  impression  of  the  old  plate :  but  I  never  look  at  it  without 
believing  that  the  Original  must  have  possessed  a  countenance  of 
more  inteUigence  and  expression. 

The  curious  must  '^  note  well,''  that  there  is  a  copy  of  Hogenberg's 
print  which  sometimes  passes  for  the  original ;  besides  Tyson's  imita- 
tion of  it  in  etching ;  which  latter  is  coarse  and  common  enough. 
Some  inadequate  notion  may  be  formed  of  the  original,  by  the  wood- 
cut fac-simile  of  it  in  the  Bibliomania,  p.  342.  The  portrait  in  the 
Heroologia,  in  Boissard,  by  Vanderwerf,  and  Vertue,  are  faithless  and 
*  feeble  performances.  Let  the  handsome  folio  edition  of  Godwin  de 
Prasulibus  AngluE,  Cantab,  1/43,  satisfy  the  ordinary  Collector— for 
about  1/.  Ss. :  although  I  am  always  anxious  to  consult  the  first  4to 
edition^  of  1601,  in  English. 
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reprint  of  it  by  Dr.  Drake^  in  1729^  folio,  and  obtiun- 
abte  for  about  1/.  5s. ^is  in  every  respect,  as  good  a 
book. 

It  is  impossible  to  mention  the  name  of  Duodale 
without  reverence  and  respect.  If  that  great  man 
bad  published  nothing  more  than  his  Monastican 
AngUcantmiy^  he  would  be  justly  ranked  among 
those  higher  authors  whose  productions  have  been 
long  considered  as  an  honour  to  our  country.  In 
this  place,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  him  as  an  Anti- 
quary, Histoiian,  and  Topographer;  but  it  may  be 
fiedrly  stated  that,  in  almost  each  of  these  depart- 
ments, he  is  considered  as  the  safest  model  and  the 
surest  guide.  His  [great  work  of  the  Monasticon  is 
now  under  reprint ;  and  no  Englishman,  who  wishes 
well  to  national  and  splendid  undertakings,  can  look 
upon  this  reprint — improved  in  every  sense  of  the 

*  In  De  Bure*s  time,  Dugdale's  Monasticon  Anglicaniim  was  con- 
lidered  to  be  a  work  of  great  rarity  and  price  i  and  accordingly  he 
devotes  very  many  pages  of  his  BihUographie  Instructive  to  a  fuU  and 
particular  account  of  it.  In  our  own  time,  it  has  brought  great 
prices ;  but,  for  the  cause  mentioned  in  the  following  note,  that 
price  is  graduaUy  diminishing.  The  finest  ^mall  paper  cc^y  I  ever 
saw,  was  that  in  the  Towneley  coUection.  It  had  belonged  to  Pope 
Fius  VL  Lord  Spenser  possesses  a  copy  of  the  edition  of  1655,  on 
LAROB  PAPER,  which  is  of  prodigious  rarity.  See  Mdes  Althorp,  voL 
L  p.  145.t  It  should  be  observed^. more  particularly  for  the  sake  of 
''the  Young  Collector,*'  that  the  Monasticon  was  englished  and 
abridged  by  Wright  in  I7I8,  folio ;  and  that  Stevens  publiished  a 
Supplement  to  the  Originxd  Work  in  two  folio  volumes,  1732-3 : 
these  latter  may  be  obtained  for  about  I'siL  I2s.  -,  and  Wright's 
volume  for  52.  6s.  Stevens  and  Wright  are  found  on  *'  large  paper,*^ 


f  Thejlr^  Tolume  is  not  very  uncommon,  on  large  paper  :  and  there  is  a  most 
furprising  copy  of  it,  of  this  kind,  in  the  library  at  Worlingham,  in  Suffolk.  The 
Mrd  volume  was  never  yet,  I  believe,  found  upon  large  paper.  In  the  Althorp 
copy  it  is,  as  usual,  inlaid. 
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word — ^without  a  desire  and  an  effort  to  promote  its 
success.* 

yery  rare^  a  fine  copy^*' — ^in  the  last  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Payne  and 
Fo68>  marked  at  362. 

*  The  Bnglish  are  sometimes  hardly  pardonable  for  their  caprices 
and  aberrations  from  good  taste.    The  day  is  not  very  fiir  back^  whea 
ftSPBivTS  (with  barely  fourscore  lines  H)f  addition  or  mprovemeiU) 
weie  purchased  with  an  avidity  scarcely  conceivable  by  those  who 
had  not  witnessedit.    When  the  Proposals  for  the  new  MonasHcm 
JngUcanum  were  thrown  out>  they  met  with  a  warm  and  general 
recqption.     The  subscription  list  was  quickly  filled  -,  and  those  who 
wanted  to  become  purchasers^  were  obliged  to  wait  the  will  or  tiie 
death  of  such  who  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  precede  theoi. 
Iliere  was  sometimes  even  a  struggle  or  competition  to  supply  the 
vacuum  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  a  Subscriber.  The  new  edition 
af^ieared  regularly  in  numbers^  upon  beautiful  paper^  with  a  beauti- 
fiil  type — executed  by  one  of  the  most  accurate  and  learned  printer^ 
of  the  age — and  with  ornaments^  or  plates>  so  far  eclipsing  what 
had  preceded  them>  that  it  is  marvellous  to  me  how  Mons.  Brunei 
Gould^  with  these  plates  before  his  eyes,  have  the  temerity  to  call 
them  ''infMor  to  the  originals  !*'    The  truth  is>  they  are  very  much 
superior :  firsts  on  the  score  of  accuracy  of  perspective ;  secondly^  on 
that  of  the  selection  of  new  objects  as  weU  as  the  re-execution  of  the 
old;  and>  thirdly^  as  containing  more  artist-like  execution  in  the  seve* 
ral  subjects  selected.    Hollar^  with  all  his  excellences^  is  fax  from 
being  an  infallible  draftsman ;  and  King  is  notoriously  fiedthless.  Oil 
the  contrary^  we  have  here>  in  the  burin  of  Conbt>  much  that  reminds 
us  of  the  fbrce  and  even  the  colouring  of  Piranesi>  and  much  that 
nnites  the  delicacy  of  Hollar  with  the  freedom  of  Mechel.    What 
should  follow^  therefore^  but  that  on  the  score  of  art  alone^  these 
new  vohimes  should  have  a  manifest  superiority.     Then  again  for 
BCattbb.    There  is  a  great  additional  mass  introduced,  by  Messrs* 
Caley>EUis>  and  Bandinel»  as  well  as  the  accompanying  of  Dugdale*8 
text  with  numerous  and  pertinent  notes ;  so  that>  to  say  nothing  of 
the  superior  beauty  of  the  paper  and  type,  this  new  edition  is  the 
only  one  which  can  be  hereafter  consulted  for  information  or  quoted 
for  authority^  on  subjects  connected  with  Church  History  and  Ecde- 
si<istical  Property.    Of  the  six  volumes,  in  which  this  truly  splendid 
and  incomparable  work  will  be  completed^  neaLtlyJive  are  already  in 
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The  present  may  be  the  place  to  notice  a  work,  of 
no  very  ordinary  occurrence,  and  at  the  same  time^ 
of  very  considerable  utility ;  as  treating  fully  of  the 
Church  History  of  this  country  from  the  earliest 
period,  to  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  It  also  treats^  but 
comparatively  in  a  subordinate  manner,  of  the  general 
afiairs  of  the  country.  The  author  was  Griffiths 
under  the  name  of  Alford  ;  and  the  title  runs  thus, 
Ftdes  Regia  Britannicay  slve  Annales  Ecclesice  Bri^ 
tanniccBj  auctore  R.  P.  Michaeli  Alfordo  alias .  Grif- 
JUhj  Leodity  1663,*  folio,  4  vols. 

The  quaint,  and  yet  clever.  Fuller ;  the  grave  Col- 
lier ;  the  erudite  Bingham  ;  the  pains-taking  Cave ; 
and  the  acute  and  solid  Jortin — may  each  and  all, 
as  connected  with  ecclesiastical  history  —  find 
places  in  an  extensive  library ;  but,  with  those  who 
wish  to  compress  and  consolidate,  perhaps  Burnet y 
StrypCy  Mosheim,  Milnery  and  fVordsworthy  may  be 
sufficient.  Of  these  four  latter  autliors,  I  shall  say 
something  in  the  note  below .^  I  am  fully  sensible  that 

the  hands  of  the  Subscribers  \  and  the  regularity  in  the  publication  of 
the  several  Parts  ensiu-es  the  termination  of  it  at  no  very  distant 
period.  It  may  be  honestly  avowed  that  the  annals  of  the  Press^ 
in  no  country  throughout  Europe^  can  boast  of  a  nobler  perform- 
ance 5  whether  on  the  score  of  accuracy  and  fullness  of  intelligence^ 
or  of  splendour  of  paper^  type>  and  graphic  embellishments. 

*  I  am  indebted  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle^  for  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  above  work. 

t  Before  these  three  latter  writers  are  noticed^  it  may  be  as  weU 
briefly  to  dispatch  their  predecessors^  according  to  the  order  in  the 
text.  Fuller's  Church  History,  in  1655^  foUo^  with  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  and  Waltham  Abbey,  may  be  worth  3/.  S«.  in  good  con- 
dition. The  latter  pieces  are  sometimes  wanting.  They  contain 
plates  by  Hollar.  Of  course  old  Tom  Fuller  must  be  read  ''  cum 
grants  sails**  in  matters  of  ancient  history.  He  was  a  loose  chrom- 
der^  but  an  admirable  and  honest  relater  of  what  passed  under  his 
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this  aotice  of  authors  who  have  enriched  the  literature, 
and  promoted  the  religion^  of  our  country,  is  abun- 

own  eyes.    I  never  saw  Fuller*s  Church  History  upon  large  paper. 
CuUier*8  Ecclesiastical  History  of  England^  1708^  fblio^  two  vols.^  may 
be  now  worth  2L  *is,  in  good  condition  ;  and  Mr.  Ogle  marks  a  copy^ 
on  large  paper^  21.  6s.     I  have  seen  many  a  copy  sold  for  little  more 
ilian  waste  paper  :  but  the  age  of  book- vandalism  is  past.    Most 
stjoDgly  and  even  vehemently  do  I  recommend  Bingham* s  Jntiqmtates 
Britannia,  or  Antiquities  of  the  Christian  Church,  &c.  publbhed  in  two 
fblio  volumes^  1 736 :  of  which  a  fine  copy  may  be  worth  at  least 
2i.  1^.  6d,  at  a  public  sale.    The  account  of  the  progress  of  this 
erudite  labour^  together  with  the  anecdotes  relating  to  its  author, 
in  Chalmerses  Gen,  Biog.  History,  vol.  v.  p.  26S,  makes  one*s  heart 
almost  bleed  :  so  little  does  the  world  know  of  the  pains  and  penance 
of  the  Study  !  I  was  present,  about  twenty-two  years  ago,  (at  a 
book  sale  in  Worcester)  when  two  sets  of  these  ecclesiastical  anti* 
quities  were  disposed  of  to  Mr.  Broster, — ^the  spirited  bookseller  and 
book-auctioneer  at  Chester— for  scarcely  more  than  fifteen  shillings, 
BiHOHAM  is  now  justly  ranked  among  our  brightest  Church  Liuninft- 
ries.    He,  who  was  the  early  patron  of  Potter,  (afterwards  Archbi* 
shop  of  Canterbury)  and  whose  memory  was  almost  idolized  by 
Jjowih,  doubtless  fared  not  in  his  profession  as  he  ought  to  have 
ftu*ed  :  but  his  ''  better  part"  lives  after  him.     Jortin  knew  the  value 
of  his  labours,  and  confessed  it.     Gibbon  has  sometimes  stolen  from 
tbem  without  the  integrity  of  confession.    Bingham  has  been  trans- 
lated and  reverenced  all  over  the  Continent.    The  testimony  of  Wal- 
chius,  {BibL  TheoL  vol.  iii.  p.  67 1>)  is  enough  to  stimulate  thethec^ 
logical  student  to  leave  no  bookseller*s  shop  unvisited  till  he  have 
secured  a  copy  of  this  ''  opus  vere  egregium."    I  believe  that  a  new 
edition  of  his  antiquitiesi  in  an  octavo  form,  is  now  in  the  press :  if 
not  published. 

Cave's  ''  Historia  Litteraria  Scriptorum  Ecclesiasticorum,*'  1740, 
folio,  two  vols.,  best  edition — ^to  which  '^  Casimir  Oudm^s  Commen* 
tortus  de  Scriptoribus  Antiquis  Ecclesue,*'  1722,  folio,  three  vols,  has 
been  thought  to  be  a  useful,  if  not  necessary.  Supplement— should 
doubtless  have  a  place  in  the  professedly  theological  library.  A  good 
copy  <^  the  first  work  may  be  worth  21,  12s.  6d, ;  and,  upon  large 
paper,  I  find  it  '*  new  and  elegant,  in  calf,**  marked  at  bl.  Bs.  in  the 
last  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Ogle  and  Co.    The  first  edition  of  Cave  wf^ 
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dantly  jejune  and  incomplete  ;  and  that  a  very  limited 
knowledge  of  this  portion  of  Divinity  may  readily 

In  1688;  but  this  may  be  considered  as  entirely  superseded  by  the 
•econd  j  and  jret  he,  who  shall  have  the  first,  and  not  be  able  to 
piocure  the  seoondi  will  find  abundance  of  valuable  information  to 
•atisfy  his  doubts  and  stimulate  him  to  yet  further  researches.  On* 
dki*s  work  will  scarcely  exceed  82.  2i. :  even  though  it  be  in  the  first 
binding,  with  marble  edged  leaves.  But  Cave  must  not  be  thus 
briefly  dispatched.  He  was  greatly  assisted  in  his  labours  by  the 
flmous  Henry  Wbabton,  known  chiefly  by  his  Anglia  Sacra,  1699, 
Iblio,  S  vols. — a  work,  which,  with  all  its  inaccuracies,  and  in  spite 
of'Bishop  Bumet*s  testy  notice  of  some  pages,  containing  as  many 
errors  as  lines*-— will  transmit  the  author's  name  to  posterity  among 
the  brightest  of  those  of  his  countrymen.  The  truth  is,  Wharton, 
who  died  in  1694,  at  the  premature  age  of  thirty-one,  was  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  men  of  the  times :  and  after  having  read  the 
iaeoount  of  the  controversy  between  Cave  and  his  young  coadjutor,  in 
Mr,  Chalmer$''$  Biog.  Diet.  vol.  xxxi.  p.  343,  &c.  and  in  Dr.  D'Oyly't 
Lift  of  ArcMnshap  Sancrqft,f  vol.  ii.  p.  110,  196,  &c.  I  incline  to 
the  opinion,  that,  however  petulant  and  presuming  Wharton  might 
ba^e  been  respecting  the  full  share  he  had  had  in  ''  the  History," 
Gave  treated  him  not  only  with  ingratitude,  but  with  a  palpable  want 
of  integrity. 

Mr.  Chalmers  seems  to  think,  on  the  authority  of  Bnniet»  that 
Wharton's  youth  would  imply  impetuosity  and  a  want  of  due  pite- 
paration  of  materials ;  but  what  can  be  said  agamit  this  wonderful 
young  man,  who,  on  the  Bishops  of  London  and  Rochester  objecting 
to  ordain  him  because  he  had  not  completed  his  twenty-third  tbab, 
was,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  not  only 

*  Burnet  was  smarting  under  a  powerful,  but  probably  coarsely  penned,  attack 
which  Wharton  had  made  upon  his  '*  Hutory  of  the  Re/armation"  under  the  as- 
sumed name  of  Anthony  Harmer.  It  was  a  sort  of  heavy-dragoon  charge  which 
bore  down  every  thing  before  it.    See  Chalmers,  vol.  zzxi.  p.  341. 

f  From  Wharton's  own  Diary :  written  in  Latin,  and  preserved  in  the  archiepis- 
ccypal  library  at  Lambeth.  This  piece  of  auto-biography,  judiciously  repubUshed 
by  Dr.  D'Oyly,  at  the  end  of  the  Archbishop's  life,  is  exceedingly  interesting^-and 
even  amusing  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  growling  between  Cave  and 
Wharton,  described  at  page  126,  did  not  end  in  a  ''  battle  royal"— which  I  appre- 
hend Wharton  would  have  described  in  very  good  latinity.  The  growling  between 
Hudson  sad  Hetme,  in  the  Bodleian  library,  could  scarcely  have  come  up  to  It. 
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supply  more  ample  and  more  valuable  details.  But^ 
oot  only  must  there  be  limits^  (''  sunt  certi  denique 

examined,  but  passed  through  his  examination,  *' relating  to  tbie 
aodent  Discipline  of  the  church,  the  old  errors,  heresies,  and  writent» 
and  especially  concerning  the  opinions  of  Origen  and  Arius,  with 
SUCH  succBSS  that  all  the  Bishops  resolved  to  give  him  orders  !  IJ^% 
^Sancroft,  vol.  ii.  p.  116.  There  be  geniuses,  who,  if  they  do  not 
obtain  knowledge  intuitively,  obtain  as  much  in  the  application  of  a 
few  dcufi,  as  others  would  in  that  of  weeks  :  and  Wharton  was  one  of 
them*  He  was  an  ecclesiastical  antiquary,  both  by  habit  and  by  in* 
stinct.  He  could  never  keep  his  fingers  from  turning  over  the  leaves 
of  old  MSS.,  and  from  noting  down,  with  his  pen,  what  struck  him 
as  novel,  or  curious,  or  instructive.  Had  he  lived  twenty  yeani 
longer,  England  would  not  have  envied  France  her  Father  Fape- 
broch.  Wharton  died  in  consequence  of  attacking  these  *'  old  MSS** 
before  the  effects  of  a  severe  iUness  hod  subsided.  He  thought  the 
body  was  to  keep  pace  with  the  mind.  He  is  to  be  numbered  witk 
the  most  voracious,  but  most  to  be  lamented,  of  Helluones  Libbo* 
BUM.  I  will  just  observe  that  his  sensible  countenance,  or  portrailiy 
engraved  by  White,  (1  think)  is  prefixed  to  his  Sermons,  in  8vo. 

So  much  has  been  said  of  the  preceding  works  that  1  am  com* 
pdkd  to  be  brief  upon  those  which  follow  them  in  the  text.  Bur* 
netfs  Hittory  of  the  Reformatum*  has  been  reprinted  at  Oxford  in 
Al  handscmie  octavo  volumes.  Of  a  work,  so  long  considered  to  be 
a  standard  book,  it  were  perhaps  equally  vain  to  say  any  thing  in  dis- 
paragement or  in  praise :  but  I  am  firee  to  confess,  that  a  new  and 
vigorously  written  history  of  Thb  Refobmation,  is  as  much  wanted^ 
as  it  would  be  certain  of  a  success  even  beyond  that  of  Bumet*s.  Con- 
temporaneous black  letter  publications,  whether  in  the  shape  of  Ser- 
mons or  controversial  Tracts,  should  be  carefully  examined ;  and  ms. 
records  (of  which  several,  before  unknown^  have  been  lately  discovered) 

*  The  original  edition  of  Burnet  was  published  in  1679-1715,  three  vols,  folio. 
The  third  volume  has  plates,  but  it  was  reprinted  in  1753  without  them*  Of  this 
edition  (which  in  the  ordinary  state  may  be  worth  5/.  5#.]  there  were  some  rery 
few  copies  struck  off  upon  large  paper.  A  remarkably  fine  one,  of  this  kind,  is 
in  the  curious  old  library  at  Ham,  near  Richmond ,  the  seat  of  Lady  Dysart.  Earl 
Spencer  also  possesses  it,  but  not  without  haying  waited  sereral  years  for  it— and 
having  pud  lOf  guineas  for  the  copy  of  it  which  had  belonged  to  the  late  Duke  of 
Grafton.    It  had,  however,  some  extra  plates,  by  way  of  illustration. 
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fines*')  but  a  recollection  that  this  work  is  not  an 
BXCLUSivB  performance — either  devoted  entirely*  to 

should  be  more  faithfully  looked  into  and  copied  than  they  appear 
ta  have  been  by  Burnet— *who^  with  all  his  talents  and  integrity,  was 
sometimes  rather  hasty  than  wise.*  A  style  of  writing  should  be 
adopted^  at  once  clear^  simple,  animated,  and  natural :  and  a  spirii, 
or  principle,  evmced,  equally  free  from  the  prejudices  of  party  and  of 
sectarianism.  But  where  is  the  writer  thus  gifted  ?  And  yet  a 
work,  upon  such  a  momentous  subject,  and  so  executed,  would  be 
the  glory  of  our  church,  and  the  admiration  of  postcrity.f 


*  1  will  give  an  example.  The  pages  of  Hume  haye  taught  us  to  respect 
the  name  and  memory  of  Judge  Hales,  during  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII. 
afid  Edward  TI.  When  the  conspiracy  was  entered  into  to  raise  Lady 
Jtme  Grey  to  the  throne,  in  preference  to  Mary,  Hales,  although  a  staunch 
Protestant,  declined  entering  into  it,  and  refused  to  sign  the  patent  for  the 
eleTation  of  Lady  Jane.  On  the  accession  of  Mary,  and  the  suppression  of 
the  Protestant  worship,  (and  while  the  Sees  were  filled  by  Catholics),  Hales, 
in  his  judicial  capacity,  had  pronounced  judgment,  in  some  matters  re* 
lating  to  Diyine  worship,  which  was  construed  into  a  systematic  hostility 
against  the  Catholics.  When  he  was  called  upon  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremacy*  by  Bishop  Gardiner  the  Chancellor,  he  main- 
tained the  consistency  of  his  character  by  a  temperate  but  resolute 
refusal  to  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope.  He  was  in  conse- 
quence committed  to  prison ;  and,  as  Hume  says,  *'  was  treated  with  such 
•eTcrity  that  he  fell  into  frenzy,  and  killed  himself."    Such  was  the  bar- 


f  The  mention  of  an  Ecclesiastical  History,  under  the  feigned  name  of  Dodd,  in 
three  folio  volames,  must  not  be  omitted— although  it  is  a  book  of  rare.occar- 
rence,  and  interesting  chiefly  to  the  curious  in  biography.  It  was  published  as  an 
mUidote  to  Burnet,  and  is  avowedly  written  as  a  defence  of  the  Roman  CathoUcs. 
The  author  was  a  caustic  and  not  unqualified  writer.  His  love  of  ridicule  is  very 
apparent ;  his  reflections  upon  some  of  our  early  Reformers  are  sometimes  both 
unfounded  and  severe.  I  learn  from  Mr.  Charles  Butler's  History  of  the  CathoUcs y 
that  a  new  edition  of  this  highly  priced  work  is  in  the  press.  It  will  not  want 
purchasers,  even  among  the  Protestants.  '*  Fas  est  et  ab  hoste  doceri."  Mean- 
while let  the  anxious  collector  peruse  what  Mr.  D'Israeli  hath  written  relating  to 
this  work  in  his  Quarrels  of  jhtthors^  vol.  ii.  p.  205,  note.  Is  not  this  the  proper 
place  to  notice  LingareTs  Antiquities  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Church,  1815,  8vo.  The 
author  is  a  Roman  Catholic :  and  his  work,  although  a  heavy  and  destructive 
fire  was  opened  upon  it  in  the  Quarterly  Review,  vol.  vii.  p.  92,  is  not  to  be 
consulted  without  advantage.    It  has  Itarping  and  accuracy. 
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theology^  or  to  such  as  have  made  great  progress  in 
their  biblical  studies  and  collections.    I  address  my- 

Jortin's  *'  Remarks  on  Ecclesiastical  History'*  were  first  published 
in  1731-4,  and  reprinted  in  I767,  in  two  octavo  volumes.  They  are 
excellent:  pithy,  learned,  candid,  and  acute 5  presenting  us  with 
the  marrow  of  his  predecessors.  They  have  been  recently  repub- 
lished, in  three  volumes. 


barity  of  the  Queen*i  treatment  of  the  man  who  had  been  vaithful  to 
her  against  her  Rival.  But  the  secret  key  to  the  imprisonment,  and 
subsequent  wretched  fate,  of  the  Judge^  have  been  made  known  to  us  in 
a  very  small  brochure,  of  three  leaves  only,  (exclusively  of  the  title) 
wfatch  was  published  at  Roan^  at  the  very  time  of  the  transaction  taking 
place:  and  the  whole  of  which  is  given  below:  conceiving  it  to  be 
not  less  important  than  curious,  in  contrasting  the  subtilty  and  baseneap 
of  Gardiner's  character,  with  the  simplicity  and  firmness  of  that  of 
Judge  Hales. 

^  The  communication  betwene  my  Lord  Chauncelor  and  luncs  Hales, 
being  among  other  iudges  to  take  his  oth  in  Westminster  Hall.  Anno. 
M.  D.Liii.  vi*  of  October. 

Chauhcblob.  Halbs. 

**  Master  Hales,  ye  shall  understand  that  like  as  the  queues  highnes  hath 
hertofore  receuid  good  opinion  of  you,  especiallie,  for  that  je  stoode 
both  faitfullie  and  lawfulli  in  hir  cause  of  iust  succession,  refusing  to  set 
your  hande  to  the  booke  amonge  others  that  were  against  hir  grace  in  that 
behalfe :  so  nowe  through  your  owne  late  desertes,  against  certain  hir 
hignes  dooinges:  ye  stande  not  well  in  hir  graces  fauour.  And  therfor» 
before  ye  take  anie  other,  it  shall  be  necessarie  for  you  to  make  your 
purgation." 

Hales. 

**  I  praie  you  my  Lorde,  what  is  the  cause  ?*' 

Cbavkcblob. 

**  Informatio  is  genen,  that  ye  haue  indicted  certain  pristes  in  Kent>for 
saiing  of  Masse." 

Halbs. 

**  Ml  Lorde,  it  is  not  so.  1  indicted  none,  but  indede  certain  indicta- 
mentei  of  like  matter  were  brought  before  me  at  the  kste  assises  there 
holde,  and  I  gaue  order  therein  as  the  lawe  required.  For  I  haue  pro- 
fessed the  bw,  against  which, in  cases  of  iustice  wil  I  neur  (God  willioge), 
precede,  nor  in  ani  wise  dissemble  $  but  with  the  sameshewe  forth  mi 
conicience,  and  if  it  were  to  doagaine,  I  wolde  doe  no  lesie  than  Idid*.** 


IS4  DIYINflY. 

sdf  in  this^  as  in  every  ensning  department^  to  ^'  the 
Young''-~who  cannot  presume  to  be  very  conipetent 

Of  Sirifpe,  it  would  be  impossible  to  speak  too  highly.  His  labours 
have  supplied  us  with  some  of  the  most  necessary^  as  well  as  instruc- 
tlve  portions,  of  Churdi  History.  But  I  am  here  to  consider  diiefly 
his  Memoriali  and  Annals.  The  former  were  published  in  1731,  three 


CHAUNCBLOa. 

**  Tea,  Master  Halei » your  cotience  ii  knowne  wel  inoagh.  I  know  ye 
kcke  no  conscience.*' 

Halbs. 

**  Mi  Lord,  ye  mai  do  wdl  to  lerch  your  owne  conscience,  for  mine  b 
better  knowne  to  mie  selfe  then  to  joui  and  to  be  pkune,  I  did  as  well 
use  iustice  in  your  saide  Masse  casCfbi  mi  coscience,  as  bi  the  lawi  wherin 
i  am  fuUi  bent  to  stand  in  trial  to  the  uttermost  that  can  be  objected* 
And  if  I  have  therein  done  ani  iniori  or  wrog :  let  me  be  iudged  by  the 
lawe  I  for  I  will  seeke  no  better  defence,  considering  chiefli  that  it  is  mi 
profession." 

Chadncblor. 

*'  Whi^  Master  Hales,  althoughe  ye  had  the  rigoar  of  the  law  on  your 
ude,  yet  ye  might  hauehadde  regard  to  the  queues  highnes  preset  doinges 
in  that  case.  And  further,  although  ye  seme  to  be  more  then  precise  in 
the  lawe,  yet  I  thinke  ye  wolde  be  veri  loth  to  yelde  to  the  eztremitie 
of  such  aduantage  as  mighte  be  gathered  againste  your  proceedinges  in 
the  lawe,  as  ye  haue  some  time  taken  uppon  you  in  place  of  iustice.  And 
if  it  were  wele  tried  I  belieue  ye  shuld  not  be  wele  able  to  stand  honestli 
therto." 

Halbs. 

'*  Mi  Lord,  i  am  not  so  perfect  but  i  mai  erre  for  lacke  of  knowledge. 
But  both  in  conscience  and  such  knowledge  of  the  law  as  GoA  hath  gene 
me,  i  wil  do  nothing  but  i  wil  maintain  and  abide  in  it.  And  if  mi 
goodes  and  all  that  I  bane  be  not  able  to  counterpaise  the  case,  my  bodie 
shall  be  redie  to  serue  the  tume,  for  thei  be  all  at  the  queues  highnesse 
pleasure." 

Chavncelor. 

**  Ah  Sir,  ye  be  Tcri  quicke  and  sloute  in  your  answers.  But  as  it 
shoulde  seme,  that  which  ye  did  was  more  of  a  wile,  fauouring  the  opi- 
nion of  your  Religion  i^inst  the  seruice  now  used,  then  for  ani  occasid 
or  zeale  of  iustice,  seeinge  the  queues  highnes  dooth  set  it  furthe,  as  yel 
wishinge  all  hir  faithful  subjectes  to  imbrace  it  accordingli  a  and  where  ye 
offer  both  bodie  and  goodes  in  your  triall,  there  is  no  such  matter 
quired  at  your  handesi  and  ye  shall  not  haue  your  own  will  neither.' 


•I 


ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY.  125 

judgeis;  and  to  ^^the  Old'* — who  have  not  made 
Divinity  the  exclusive  object  of  their  research.    And 

Tolnmes  folio ;  the  latter  in  1709-25>  4  vols.^  folio.  These  editions 
sell  at  high  prices  5  and  once,  upon  large  paper^  the  fonner  was  con- 
sidered  to  be  worth  about  85  guineas^  and  the  latter  about  40  guineas. 
BdOr.  Ch^nville  has  a  fine  copy  of  the  latter.  The  Memorials  hare 
been  reprinted^  as  well  as  Strype's  Lives  of  Archbishops  Cranmer, 
Whitgy^p  Grindal,  &c.  at  Oxford  5  and  we  cannot*  make  too  low  a 
bow  of  thanks  to  that  University  for  the  absolute  good  it  hath  done 
by  exercising  the  Clarendon  press  on  such  subjects.  We  are  look* 
ing  for  the  Annals,  and  the  other  episcopal  biographies,  by  the  same 
excellent  Antiquary^  from  the  same  quarter.  And  yet^  let  not  the 
possessors  of  the  good  old  folios  of  Strype*8  Works>  throw  up  thei^ 
ponderous  volumes  in  despair. 


Halbs. 
**  My  Lord,  I  seke  not  wilful  wil,  but  to  ihew  myielf  at  I  am  bound  in 
lone  to  God»  and  obedience  to  the  queues  maiestie,  in  whose  cause  wii* 
hgij  for  iustice  sake  (al  other  respcctes  set  apart)  i  did  of  late  (as  your 
Lordship  knoeth)  aduenture  as  much  as  i  had.  And  as  for  my  religiout 
i  trust  it  to  be  suche  as  pleaseth  Ood,  wherein  i  am  redy  to  aduenture 
as  w^  my  life  as  my  substance,  if  i  be  called  thereunto.  And  so  in  lacke 
of  mine  owne  power  andwil,  the  Lordes  will  be  fulfilled." 

Chauncbloe. 
^  Seeing  ye  be  at  this  point.  Master  Hales,  i  will  presently  make  an  end 
with  you.  The  quenes  highnes  shall  be  enfourmed  of  your  opinion  and 
declaration.  And  as  hir  Grace  shall  therupon  determine,  ye  shall  haue 
knoledge,  until  whiche  tyme  ye  may  depart,  as  ye  came  without  your  othf 
for  as  it  appeareth,  ye  are  scarse  worthi  the  place  appointed." 

Halbs. 

^  I  thancke  your  Lordship,  and  as  for  my  vocation  being  both  a  bur- 
then and  a  charge,  more  than  euer  »  desired  to  take  upon  me,  when  so 
euer  it  shall  please  the  quenes  highnes  to  ease  me  therof,  i  shall  mooit 
humbli  with  due  contentation  obei  the  same."  And  so  departed  from 
the  barre." 

This  curious  Tract  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Evans,  among  the 
books  of  the  library  of  my  late  friend  Mr.  Neunburg,  at  the  sale  of  which 
it  produced  the  sum  of  4/.  6s. — along  with  two  other,  but  unimportant 
tracts.  I  apprehend  it  has  escaped  Burnet  and  Strype  1  and  it  appears  to 
have  been  unknown  to  Herhert;  who,  voL  iii.  p.  IblSf  mentions  only  the 
first  treatise  (*<  de  vera  obedientia")  with  whioh  it  b  bound. 
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yet,  I  should  have  a  heavy  score  to  clear  with  my 
conscience,  if  I  suffered  even   this  "  Guide/'  and 

Mosheim's  Ecclenastical  History  was  translated  by  Dr.  Maclaine 
from  the  Latin  original — (of  which  the  first  edition  appeared  in 
1755 — )  and  published  in  17S2^  in  six  vols.  8vo.  and  recently,  with 
Taliiable  additions^  by  Doctors  Coote  and  Gleig,  in  1811,  in  the 
same  number  of  volumes.  This  latter  is  very  much  the  better  edition. 
Of  this  truly  excellent  work,  the  least  we  can  say  of  it  is>  that  it  is 
erery  where  purchased  and  every  where  read  :  abroad  in  the  Latin ; 
at  home  in  our  own  language.  It  should  be  in  every  library  which 
has  any  pretensions  to  a  choice  selection  of  books  :  and  may  be  pur- 
chased in  neat  binding  for  about  twelve  shillings  a  volume.  The 
author  was  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  his  age  and  country. 
He  was  a  Lutheran,  and  a  native  of  Lubeck.  His  Latin  version  of 
CudwwtKs  Intellectual  System  is  a  master  piece  of  erudition  in  every 
respect.  Few  original  Authors  have  been  so  fortunate  as  Cudworth 
in  their  translators.  If  M osheim's  Ecclesiastical  History  have  been, 
a  little  too  epigrammatically,  styled  the  History  of  Sinners,  that  of 
ihe  late  Dr.  M ilneb.  Dean  of  Carlisle,  has  been  as  concisely  called 
the  History  of  Saints,  But  the  latter  is  a  learned  and  valuable  work 
«-dashed  though  it  be  with  some  little  spice  of  Calvinism.  The 
chapter  on  religious  establishments  (I  think  it  is  under  the  reign  of 
Theodosius)  has  been  mentioned  to  me  as  admirable.  And  the  work 
has  many  particulars  relating  to  our  reformation,  in  which  Mosheim 
is  almost  of  necessity  deficient.  I  cannot  therefore  dispense  with  the 
possession  of  this  spiritedly  executed  performance.  The  author 
bequeathed  the  noble  legacy  of  his  library  to  his  own  college  (Queen's) 
at  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  master.  His  History  of  the  Church 
is  published  in  5  octavo  volumes. 

Of  Dr.  Woedswoeth's  Ecclesiastical  Biography,  it  should  be  ob- 
served that  it  is  not  meant  to  be  an  elaborate,  original  work ;  but 
only  to  supply  a  deficiency  then,  and  even  now,  much  felt  and  com- 
jpl^dned  of  in  ecclesiastical  literature.*  The  lives  of  Wolsey.and 
More  are  among  the  most  valuable  in  this  performance ;  but  what- 
ever may  be  my  personal  respect  for  the  author  (and  that  is  not  tri- 
vial) I  cannot,  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  a  present  duty,  dis- 


•  "  It  was  no  part  of  my' original  plan  to  go  in  quest  of  any  thing  new,  but 
merely  to  rerire  the  old  :"  says  the  author,  in  his  Preface ;  p.  xv. 


ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY.  i«7 

^^  Comfort,"  in  theology,  to  go  into  the  world  without 
the  strongest  recommendations  of  the  Concilia  Magnet 
Britannice  et  Hibernice,  of  which  Spelman  laid  the 
foundation,  and  Wilkins  completed  the  superstruc- 
ture. Tis  an  excellent  and  invaluable  work  ;*  but  not, 
it  must  be  confessed,  the  study  of  an  every-day 
reader. 

semble  the  disappointment  with  which  I  perused  these  anxiously 
expected  volumes.  The  Rector  of  Lambeth^  with  an  unlimited 
command  over  the  treasures  of  the  archiepiscopal  library,  taught  me 
to  anticipate  much  that  was  new,  more  that  was  generally  interest- 
ing, and  a  good  deal  that  betrayed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
black-letter  lore  of  the  period  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth.f  I  may  be 
singular  in  the  avowal  of  my  disappointment  in  these  particulars  ; 
but  not  in  the  wish  that  the  Jearned  author  would  speedily  give  us  a 
new  and  a  third  edition,  equally  worthy  of  the  subject,  and  of  his 
own  recently  exalted  situation.  The  MSS.  of  Trinity  CoUege,  Cam- 
bridge, of  which  he  is  the  present  Master,  must  surely  be  rich  in 
ecclesiastical  materials. 

*  "  We  have  here  most  decidedly  an  excellent  and  splendid  work, 
exhibiting  singular  application  in  the  author,  in  a  diligent  and  care* 
fiol  investigation  of  the  councils  of  his  country.  The  first  two 
volumes  are  the  work  of  Spelman,  but  with  many  and  various  faults^ 
corrected,  &c.  &c."  Walchius  :  BM.  Theolog.  vol.  iii.  p.  835.  This 
work  was  published  in  1737,  in  4  vols,  folio  j  and  a  good  sound 
copy  is  worth  42.  145.  6d.  I  am  aware  that  the  Collectio  Mojnma 
ConcUiorum  of  Labbe,  1672,  folio,  15  vols,  must  find  a  place  only  ia 
very  extensive  collections — and  chiefly  in  public  libraries.  A  copy  is 
in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Institution. 


t  Dr.  Wordaworth's  obligations  to  Fox*s  Acta  and  Monuments  arc  unresenredly 
aadhaodaomely  expressed :  p.  xvii-xriii. :  and  his  Defence  of  that  work,  against 
Dr.  John  MUner's  very  sweeping  and  damnatory  opinion,  is  as  spirited  as  it  is  just. 
See  page  xxi. 
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A  word,  and  scarcely  more  than  a  word,  abont 
that  species  of  the  theological  literature  which  relates 
to  Manuals  of  Devotion — to  those  unaffected  and 
comforting  efiusions,  written  in  all  the  glow  of  piety, 
and  with  all  the  warmth  of  benevolence,  which  are 
meant  to  be  the  companions  of  our  pillow  in  illness, 
and  of  our  more  private  retreats  in  health :  which 
teach  us  the  value  of  occasional  abstraction  from  an 
ever-agitated  world,  and  which  lead  us  to  more  fre-' 
quent  communion  with  our  hearts,  and  with  him  who 
bath  endowed  them  with  motion. 

In  the  following  list,  I  do  pot  wish  to  be  consi- 
dered as  submitting  the  works  contained  in  it,  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  other.  Far  from  it.  It  is  frequently 
with  books  as  with  individuals :  we  admit  some  to  an 
intimacy,  not  so  much  for  any  peculiar  display  of 
superior  ability,  as  from  a  fovourite  feeling  or  fond- 
ness, from  causes  which  it  were  difficult  to  explain. 
As  is  the  fashion  of  a  countenance,  or  the  character 
of  the  conversation,  or  the  peculiar  principles,  of  one 
friend — compared  with  another — so  are  the  style,  the 
sentiment,  the  truths,  of  one  religious  Manual  com- 
pared with  another.  There  be  those  who  love  highly^ 
wrought  compositions,  consisting  of  rich  and  luxari« 
ant  imagery,  expressed  in  impassioned  and  even 
tumultuous  language : — there  be  others,  on  the  con- 
trary, who  love  a  calm  and  an  even  style  ;— exhibit- 
ing ideas  gently  conceived,  as  it  were,  and  gently 
expressed:  and  betraying  all  the  accuracy  of  logic 
with  all  the  emotion  of  piety.    With 

Desires  composed,  affections  ever  even. 
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tlie  latter  content  themselves  with  those  Manuals  of 
devotion,  which  convince  their  judgments  as  scho- 
lare^  and  comfort  their  hearts  as  Christians :  and  such 
latter,  in  my  humble  estimation,  are  the  wiser  and 
the  happier' of  the  two  classes  of  pious  readers. 

But  for  the  list.  More  than  three  centuries  have 
elapsed,  since  the  Imitation  of  Christ  by  Thomas  a 
Kbmpis  has  been  considered  as  the  most  popular 
Manual  of  Devotion.  Fontenelle  and  Leibnitz,  in- 
deed, have  extolled  it  as  the  most  edifying  piece  of 
BMHiility  since  the  publication  of  the  Gospels.  On 
the  continent,  not  only  has  the  original  Latin  text  been 
translated  into  a  diversity  of  tongues,  but  a  sharp 
controversy  has  been  instituted  respecting  the  true 
author  of  the  work — whether  it  were  Thomas  a  Kem* 
pis  or  John  Gerson.*  The  point  is  here  of  no  conse* 
qnence ;  only  let  the  rare  and  beautiful  Elzevir  edi^ 
Hon  of  the  work  in  question  find  a  place  in  the  cabinet 
of  both  "  the  Young"  and  "  the  01d.**f    Among  our 

*  The  more  recent^  and  the  better  founded  opinion  seems  to  he. 
Hum  GxmsoN  was  absolutely  the  author.  The  reader  may  notice  the 
tifles  of  aghieen  works  relating  to  this  controversy,  in  the  catalogue 
of  Ogle  and  Ca  :  and  if  he  possess  the  Dissertation  sur  soixante  tra^ 
iae^oni  Francoises^  of  the  work  itself^  of  which  M.  Barbier  b  the 
waHbor,  (P&ris^  1819^  8vo.)  he  will  have  some  notion  of  its  popula- 
rity hi  France.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain^  the  Jirst  edi- 
tkNi  of  it>  in  the  original  Latin  tongue^  was  printed  between  the  year 
1479  and  1478>  as  described  in  the  Bibl,  Spenceriana,  vol.  iii.  p.  406. 
In  England  we  had  a  printed  translation  as  early  as  the  year  1504^ 
by  W.  de  Worde :  see  the  Typog.  Antiquities,  vol.  ii.  p.  112^  &c, 
where  some  interesting  authorities  are  referred  to.  I  conceive  that 
tiK  edition  of  1502  is  doubtful  -,  and  do  not  indeed  remember  to 
batfe  seen  that  of  1504.  In  our  earlier  translations^  Gerson  is  called 
the  original  author.  The  present  received  English  translation  is  that 
of  Dean  Stanhope. 

t  It  18  necessary  to  observe^  that  *'  the  rare  and  beautiful  edition/ 
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own  authors^  we  shs^Il  not  discover  many  e^lier^  or 
many  more  ardent,  strains  of  private  devotion,  than 
those  which  are  to  be  found  in  a  collection  of  prayers, 
better  known  by  the  name  of  the  '^  Monitment  of  Ma^ 
tronSy  containing  seven  several  Lamps  of  Virginityy^ 

above  mentioned^  is  unthotU  date;  conUining  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  pages.  The  two  other  Elzevir  editions^  the  one  of  1658^  and 
the  other  of  1679,  contains^  each,  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  pages. 
As  to  the  dateless  edition,  it  vras  probably  executed  between  the  year 
165^  and  1655 :  for  it  was  printed  by  John  and  Daniel  £Izevir<**who 
OQmmenoed  partnership  in  1652>  and  who  dissolved  it  in  1655.  This 
edition  is  thought  to  be  among  the  rarest  volumes  in  the  Elzevir 
set— and  is  probably  the  chef-d^oeuvre  of  the  printers.  In  France, 
where,  at  this  moment,  the  Elzevir  Mania  is  running  very  high, 
they  have  pushed  the  price  of  this  book  to  an  excessive  pitch.  Mr. 
Fayne  marka  a  fine  copy,  "  in  blue  morocco,  with  joints,"  (what 
wdaU  ''  the  young  man'*  desire  better?)  at  ll.  5f.  Messrs.  Ogle  and 
COo  more  courageously,  put  on  another  five  shillings,  althoogb 
their  copy,  apparently,  be  not  attired  in  so  costly  a  garb  :  but,  in 
France,  a  fine  copy,  about  five  inches  high,  was  sold  at  a  public  sale 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  francs  : — about  fourteen  years  ago ;  con- 
sult the  Esscd  Bibliograpkique  sur  les  Editions  des  Elzdvirs,  1828, 8vo. 
p.  93-4. 

In  one  of  the  obscurest  booksellers  shops  at  Caen,  I  was  asked  two 
Napoleons  for  a  very  second-rate  copy.  Mr.  Berard,  at  Paris,  who 
is  a  Member  of  the  Club  of  the  Bibliophiles,  and  who  justly  boasts  of 
his  probably  unrivalled  Collection  of  Elzevirs,  seemed  to  sigh  as  he 
shewed  me  his  Thomas  d  Kempis,  a  full  eighth  of  an  inch  shorter 
than  it  ought  to  be  !  And  my  friend,  Mr.  John  Arthur  Lloyd,  of  our 
Roxburghe  Club,  has  yet  to  traverse  many  a  capital  in  Europe  (for  dare 
we  hope  to  meet  with  such  a  thing  in  the  three  other  quarters  of  the 
globe  ?)  ere  he  becomes  the  fortunate  owner  of  an  uncut  copy — that 
object  at  once  of  his  affection  and  ambition  !  I  am  not  sure  whether 
the  Elzevir  edition  of  the  French  translation  of  one  book  only,  of  the 
original,  in  1653,  be  not  full  as  rare  as  the  preceding  Latin  edition. 

*  The  bibliographical  account  of  this  volume  has  been  so  fully 
executed  by  Herbert  (Typ,  Antiq.  vol.  ii.  p.  954-6),  that  I  must  refer 
the  reader  to  it,  in  order  that  he  may  satisfy  himself  about  the  pos- 
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which  were  published  in  a  thick  and  handsome  qnarto 
Tolame^  in  the  year  1582^  when  our  Virgin  Quben 

sessioii  of  a  perfect  copy.  Here,  I  shaQ  bring  forward  a  brief  ape- ' 
dmen  or  two  of  its  contents.  The  first  three  Lamps  contain,  more 
especially,  the  effusions,  of  our  Queens  and  of  other  learned  ladies  of 
rank  and  distinction.  The  fourth  Lamp  contains  "  the  most  pure 
sacrifice  of  evangelical  devotion,  or  an  exercise  of  holie  prayers,  &c. : 
being  a  collection  from  approved  authors,  by  Bentley,  the  editor  or 
compiler.  The  fifth  Lamp  relates  to  ''  all  degrees  of  women  in  their 
several  ages  and  callings,'*  &c. :  the  sixth,  of  the  duties  abd  offices  of 
these  women ;  and  the  seventh,  *'  of  the  acts  and  histories,  lives  and 
deaths^  of  all  manner  of  women,**  &c.  In  the  first  Lamp,  is  *'  the 
prayer  which  Judith  made  secretly,  or  mentally  in  her  heart,  when 
she  struck  off  the  head  of  the  proud  Holifemes.'* 

**  O  Lord  God  of  all  power,  behold  at  this  present,  tmd  have 
respect  unto  the  works  of  my  hands  in  this  hour,  for  the  exaltation  of 
Jerusalem,  that  thou  mayest  set  up  thy  city  like  as  thou  hast  pro-> 
mised.     Strengthen  me,  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  and  grant  that  I  may 
perform  the  thing,  which,  in  hope  that  it  may  be  done  by  thee,  I 
have  devised.     For  now  is  the  time  to  help  thine  inheritance,  and  to 
execute  mine  enterprises  to  the  destruction  of  the  enemies  which  are 
risen  against  us.    Strengthen  me  therefore  this  day,  O  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  now  strengthen  me  [I  say]  O  Lord  God,  [even]  in  this  hour.** 
Hie  song  of  praise  and  '  thanksgiving,'  foUows.     I  select  a  portion 
beginning  at  the  seventh  verse.  "  For  the  mighty  [Holophernes]  did 
not  fall,  nor  was  destroyed,  by  the  young  men.    It  was  not  the  son» 
of  Titan  that  slew  him,  neither  have  the  great  giants  invaded  bim^ 
or  set  themselves  against  him  :  bat  Judith,  the  daughter  of  Mesari, 
witfi  her  fair  beauty  and  comely  countenance  hath  discomfited  and 
bought  him  to  nought.     For  she  put  off  and  laid  away  the  garment 
of  her  widowhood  and  put  on  the  apparel  of  Gladness,  for  the  exfAU 
atioa  and  rejoicing  of  those  that  were  oppressed  in  IsraeL    She 
anointed  her  face  with  ointment,  and  bound  up  her  hair  in  a  coif,  and 
took  a  new  stole  or  linnen  garment  to  beguile  him.     Her  slippenl 
ravished  his  eyes,  her  beauty  captivated  and  took  his  mind  prisoner, 
with  the  sword  or  faulchion  smote  she  off  his  head.     The  Persians 
weie  astonished  at  her  boldness,  and  the  Medes  were  troubled  with 
her  hardiness.**    Page  44-5.  ^ 

^Jhifl  is  followed  by  a  prayer  of  Queen  Esther,  ''  to  be  dofirered 
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was  in  the  very  zenith  of  her  glory.  Perhaps  gia 
country  could  boast  of  a  more  extraordinary  publicar* 

out  of  the  bloody  hands  of  Haman.*'  It  is  full  of  the  most  unfeigned 
prostration  and  humility :  and  perhaps  its  simplicity  is  not  exceeded 

by  any  similar  efiiisions ''  Thou  knowest  all  things^  O  Lord  ^ 

thou  wottest  that  I  hate  the  glory  and  worship  of  the  unrighteous^ 
and  that  I  abhor  the  bed  of  the  uncircumcised^  and  of  aU  the  heathen. 
Thou  knowest  my  necessity^  and  that  I  hate  this  token  of  my  pre- 
eminence^  worship^  and  dignity^  which  I  hear  upon  mine  head^  what 
time  as  I  must  shew  myself  and  be  seen  $  and  that  I  abhor  it  as  an 
unclean  or  menstruous  cloth,  and  that  I  wear  it  not  when  I  am  quiet 
and  alone  by  myself.  Thqu  knowest  also,  that  I,  thine  handmaid;, 
have  not  eaten  at  Haman*s  table,  and  that  I  have  had  no  pleasure  nor 
delight  in  the  king*s  feast,  nor  drunk  the  wine  of  the  drink  offerings.** 
Page  47*    The  preceding  are  from  the  fibst  Lamp. 

The  SECOND  Lamp  contains,  among  other  things,  the  ''Godly 
Meditation  of  the  inward  love  of  the  soul  towards  Christ  our  Lord ; 
composed  first  in  French  by  the  virtuous  Lady  Maigaret,  Queen  of 
Navarre :  aptly,  exactly,  and  fruitfully  translated  by  our  most  gra- 
cious Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  tender  and  maidenly 
years  of  her  youth  and  virginity,  to  the  great  benefit  of  God's  church, 
and  comfort  of  the  Godly.*'  The  beginning  is  rather  strong,  and  a 
little  terrific :  but  the  recollections  of  the  Heptameronf  might  have 
rendered  the  author's  secret  moments  uneasy.  "  Where  is  the  Hell, 
full  of  travail,  pain,  mischief,  and  torment  ?  Where  is  the  pit  of 


f  Marguerite,  Queen  of  NaTarre,  and  sister  of  Francis  I.,  was  probably  the  most 
winning,  briUiant,  and  celebrated  woman  of  her  day.  1  foigiire  her  relapse  into 
Ctukolicism,  from  a  consideration  of  the  good  she  did  when  a  favourer  of  the  Pro- 
testants !  but  the  conmionest  impulses  of  Christian  benevolence  induce  us  to  doubt 
whether  she  could  hare  r«a//jf  written  the  obscenities  and  ribaldry  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Heptameron.  ^The  authors  of  the  Nouveau  Diet,  Historijue  well  say 
of  this,  and  of  similar  performances,  such  as  the  Cent  Nouvelles  NonveUes  and 
Contes  de  Bocace,  when  they  observe  thus : — *'  Des  avantures  galantes,  des  sMuc- 
tions  de  filles  encore  novices,  des  stratag^es  plaisans,  employ^  pour  tromper  lea 
tuteurs  et  les  jaloux :  voil^  les  pivots  sur  lesquels  roulent  tons  ces  contes  d'autant 
plus  dangereuz  pour  la  jeunessc,  que  les  images  obsc^nes  y  sont  cach^es  sous  un 
idr  de  simplicity  ct  de  naivete  frequentes."  And  because  the  Heptameron  was 
not  sufficiently  piquant,  one  Jean  de  la  Haye,  the  valet  de  chambre  of  Marguerite, 
foUowed  it  up  with  another  highly-seasoned  dish,  called  Les  Afarguerites  de  Im 
Marguerite  da  Princesset;  of  which,  however,  the  absurdity  prevails  over  the 
immorality. 
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tadto  at  the  time  of  its  appearance.  It  is  not  only^  in 
part^  a  collection  of  the  compositions  of  several  royal^ 

earsednesB,  out  of  which  doth  spring  all  desperation  ?  Is  there  any 
hen  so  profound^  that  is  suf&cient  to  punish  the  tenth  part  of  my  sins» 
which  in  numher  are  so  many^  that  the  infinite  swarm  of  them  so 
shadoweth  my  darkened  senses^  that  I  cannot  account  them>  neither 
yet  well  see  them  V*  In  this  Lamp  also  appear  the  devotional  effu^ 
stons  of  Lady  Mary  Dudley,  Lady  Frances  Abergavenny,  and  Queen 
Catherine  :  of  the  latter  of  which>  however^  I  find  an  edition  printed 
In  the  year  1545,  by  Berthelet  and  Wayland :  Typog,  Antiq.  vol.  iii. 
p.  339. '  Among  the  efiusions  of  Lady  Abergavenny,  is  *^A  necessary 
prayer  in  metre  against  vice  :*' — ^beginning  thus  : 

O  Lord  my  God,  make  thou  my  heart  repentant  for  to  be. 

The  spu-it  of  contrition,  do  thou  ingraffe  in  me. 
Unto  mine  eies  let  there  be  given  abundant  teares  of  weeping. 

And  let  mine  hands  be  occupied  with  often  almes  giving. 

&c.  &c. 

At  page  207^  we  observe  a  specimen  of  the  common  conceit  of  the 
age:  eight  short  prayers  are  printed,  headed  by  one  of  the  eight  let- 
ten>  in  consecutive  order,  of  her  ladyship's  name :  MART  FA^^EL 
It  concludes  with  the  following  acrostic. 

F  From  sinfnlnesse  preserue  me  Lord, 

R  Renew  thy  spirit  in  my  hart, 

A  And  let  my  tonge  therewith  accord, 

V  Vttering  all  goodnesse  for  his  part. 
N  No  thought  let  there  arise  in  me, 
C  Contrary  to  thy  statutes  ten, 

E    Ever  let  me  most  mindful  be, 

S    Still  for  to  praise  thy  name :  Amen. 

A    As  of  my  soule,  so  of  my  bodie, 
B    Be  thou  my  glider,  O  my  God 

V  Vnto  thee  onlie  I  do  crie, 

R  Remove  from  me  thy  fdrious  rod, 

G  Graunt  that  my  head  may  still  derise, 

A  All  things  that  pleasing  be  to  thee, 

V  Vnto  mine  eares,  and  to  mine  eies, 
E  Ever  let  there  a  watch  set  bee, 

N    None  ill  that  they  may  heare  and  see, 
N    No  wicked  deede  let  my  hands  do, 

V  Yn  the  good  paths  let  my  feete  go. 

This  18  sufficiently  dull  and  feeble.    A  little  onward,  another  set 
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noble^  and  canonised^  authors^  but  it  o<Hitailis  many 
prosaical  and  poetical  effusions^  and  fornm  oi  pvdiyw, 
upon  the  duties  and  occupations  of  man,  in  all  sitna* 
tions  of  life,  and  at  every  period  of  the  day :  from  the 
moment  of  his  ^^  beholding  himself  naked''  on  qmtting 
his  bed,  (foL  370,)  to  that  of  his  ^^  hearing  the  clock 
strike,*'  (foL  365,)  after  he  has  got  comfortably  into 
bed  for  the  night.  Among  the  roj/al  contributors  to 
this  cornucopia  of  family  devotion,  are  our  Queens 
Catherine,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth  ;  while,  among  those 
of  noble  designation,  we  read  the  names  of  the  Lady 
Jane  Dudley,  and  Lady  Frances  Abergavenny.    Fo- 

of  prayers,  fifteen  in  number,  occurs  under  the  initials  ELIZABETH 
REGINA.  But  at  page  SiOJ,  we  have  a  very  bold  figure  in  the  as- 
sumption of  an  address  of  the  Ddty  to  the  same  Queen,  beginning 
thus,  "  Elizabeth,  thou  Tiigin  mine,  the  king's  daughter,  and  Purest 
among  women :  most  ftill  of  beauty  and  majesty :  attend  a  little  to 
my  AeiM^and  mark  what  I  shall  say.  Thou  art  my  daughter  indeed, 
this  day  have  I  begotten  thee,  and  espoused  thee  to  thy  King  Christ, 
my  son,  crowned  thee  with  my  gifts,  and  appointed  thee  queen  to 
reign  upon  my  holy  Mount  Zion.*'  Among  Bentley*s  collections, 
which  begin  with  ihe  fourth  Lamp,  there  is  a  prayer  to  Christ  cruci- 
fied, which  glows  with  the  occasional  warmth  of  catholic  devotion  : 
as  thus — *'  Thou,  O  our  Saviour,  hast  bowed  down  thy  head  at  thy 
death,  to  receive  the  kisses  of  thy  beloved,  and  so  often  do  we  kiss 
thee,  O  Lord,  as  we  be  thoroughly  touched  with  the  love  of  thee, 
who  for  love  to  mankind,  being  God,  earnest  to  man,  camest  into 
man,  and  becamest  man,*'  &c.  But  there  must  be  a  limit  to  these 
extracts  ;  and,  I  conclude  this  account  of  the  Sjsvbk  Lamps  of  Vir- 
oiNiTT,  by  requesting  the  curious,  in  such  lore,  to  let  no  opportu- 
nity slip  of  securing  a  fine,  and  above  all*  a  perfect  copy  of  it.  This 
book  is  sometimes  found  with  only  five  lamps ;  but  the  additional 
two  lamps  will  bring  an  additional  five  guineas  to  the  value  of  the 
work.  A  very  fine  copy  of  it,  collated  and  perfect,  was  sold  at  the 
sale  of  Brand's  library  (Part  I.  no.  1326),  for  Si.  18«.  6d.,  such  copy 
is  now  worth  double  the  sum.  The  paiperp  printing,  and  decorative 
^tle  pi^es  are  worthy  of  the  intrinsic  curiosity  of  the  volume. 
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reiga  saints  and  heroines  are  enlisted  into  the  service: 
and  amongst  them  we  noticeDeborah  the  Prophetess^ 
Dorcas  Marten^  Eulalia^  Ann  Askew^  Qneen  Hester^ 
Rosweyd^  and  Sappho  the  Poet  !  The  book  is  beau- 
tifnUy  printed :  and  now  scarce.  It  is  yet  interesting ; 
and  was  once,  doubtless,  an  indispensable  volume  in 
the  library  of  every  accomplished  gentlewoman. 

Descending  to  a  much  later  period,  and  exhibiting 
specim^is  of  a  much  better  regulated  piety,  the 
Young  C!oilector  will  not  scruple  to  secure  the  Holy 
lAving  and  Dying  of  Jeremy  Taylor^  Private  Thoughts 
of  Bishop  Beveridge,  Reflections  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
by  Allix^  Scotfs  Christian  Life,  Nelson* s  Fasts  and 
festivals,  the  ffTiole  Duty  of  Man,  the  Ladies'  CalU 
tng,  and  the  Companions  to  the  Prayer  Book  (includ*' 
ing  those  to  the  AUar)  by  Comber,  tVheatley,  and 
Sparrow.  Nor  will  the  perusal  of  Bishop  Kenn's 
Practice  of  Divine  Love  be  unattended  with  good 
fruit.  But  by  modern  and  living  Divines,  a  copious 
list  of  Manuals  of  Devotion  may  be  mentioned.  The 
naoies  of  Jenhs,  Bean,  Cotteril,  Blomfield,  (the  pre* 
sent  Bishop  of  Chester),  Hicks,  Donington,  Jay,  and 
others,  are  attached  to  small,  cheap,  and  excellent 
publications,  which  have  each  their  peculiar  merits. 
Of  course,  I  do  not  consider  the  whole  of  this  small, 
but  powerful  phalanx,  necessaiy  for  every  studious 
man  or  diligent  Collector  ;  but  some  two  or  three  of 
the  treatises,  just  mentioned,  wotold  occupy  little 
space  upon  the  table,  and  furnish  the  understanding 
with  much  that  is  valuable  and  useful.*  They  would, 
'peradventure,    occasionally    operate  as  wholesome 

*  Let  the  diligent,  but  patient,  CoUector,  endeavour  to  get  p06- 
sedsion  of  copies  of  the  older  Manuals  in  their  original  bindings— 
usually  of  morocco.     I  know  more  than  one  bibliomaniacal  friend 
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drastics,  to  keep  in  compact  and  efficient  order  the 
otherwise  loose  thoughts  and  unsettled  principles  of 
frail  human  beings. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  a  Theological  Library 
Which  I  have  submitted  to  the  well  disposed  and  well- 
hiformed  student  and  collector.  I  am  aware  that 
much  may  be  added  to^  and  a  little  detracted  from^ 
the  foregoing  details  :  but  it  will  be  conceded,  I  trust, 
upon  the  whole^  that  here  is  a  body  of  divinity, 
which  may  serve  to  guide  '^  the  Young''  into  the  paths 
of  piety  and  virtue,  and  to  secure  to  the  Aged^ 
**  peace  at  the  last.'* 

who  ^iU  not  admit  copies  of  any  other  descriptioii— e?en  if  it  be  lA 
Ifae  very  best  coating  of  Charles  Lewis.  Now  this  is  bardermg  upon 
heresy,  if  it  be  not  heresy  itself.  VHiile  I  am  upon  the  topic  of  old 
Biilitifihgs  of  Manuals  of  devotion,  I  cannot  for^o  the  pleasure  of 
noticing  an  extraordinaiy  copy,  which  Lord  Spencer  possesses— of  a 
Flench  Tohime,  of  Catholic  Derotion— evidently,  from  the  style  of 
the  prefixed  MS.  memoranda,  the  original  property  of  a  French 
Princess.  It  is  cased  in  fish  skin,  studded  with  various-coloured 
pebbles,  and  worked  all  over,  within,  in  very  minute,  Persian- 
flBuhioned,  gilt  ornaments.  But  the  cabinets  of  the  curion^  doubt* 
less,  abound  with  many  similar  specimens. 


[  isr  ] 
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He  may  be  pronounced  to  be  a  bold  man  who  shall 
venture  upon  giving  a  Catalogue  of  Historical  ff^ork^,, 
fit  for  every  Library^  mtbin  the  limits  of  a  publicatiojgi 
Eke  the  present — ^when  Struvius^  Buder^  and  Meuser 
Bus  have  occupied  eleven  goodly  octavo  volumes  in^^ 
'similar  composition  ;*  and  when  Le  Long  and  Foor 
t£tte  have  filled  five  folio  volumes  with  a  list  of  Hi^r 
foiies  exclusively  belon^ng  to  France. +  What  ^here- 
fore  is  to  be  done  ?  Is  the  **  Young  Man  **  to  despair 
of  slaking  his  thirst  for  historical  information^  merely 
because^  if  he  live  till  the  age  of  Methusalem,  he  wift 
iMt  have  read  one  half  of  the  works  which  are  enumej 
rated  in  the  publications  of  the  forementioned  Biblior 
graphers  ?  And  if  the  Catalogue  be  followed  up^  by 
works  which  have  been  published  since  the  labours  of 

*  Between  tiie  years  178S  and  1785.  A  copy  of  this  exceUent 
ynnk,  which  may  be  said  to  have  weU  nigh  superseded  aU  preceding 
similar  works^  may  be  had  for  about  SL  ISs.  6d,  in  boards.  A  beau- 
tifiil  copy  of  it^  bound  in  white  calf,  was  sold  for  3/.  10«.  only— at 
a  public  sale  at  Mr.  Evans's  in  1817  —  which^  having  been  ob* 
tained  in  time  of  war,  had  cost  the  owner  II J.  Il«.  in  boards.  There 
have  been  more  disheartening  depreciations  in  property,  even  than 
this! 

t  This  publication  appeared  in  1719,  in  one  folio  volume  5  but  the 
labours  of  Fontette,  Herissant,  Rondet,  and  others,  have  augmented 
it  to  four  additional  ones,  1768,  folio :  so  that  the  first  edition  is 
superseded.  Brunet  well  observes  that ''  this  is  one  of  the  most  es- 
sential performances  in  bibliography,  and  should  be  found  in  all  large 
libraries.**  But  I  beseech  the  prudent  Collector  not  to  buy  it  on 
large  paper.  Works  of  this  description  should  never  be  bought  in 
such  8  form.  A  copy  on  small  paper  is  worth  from  4L  14*.  6d.  to 
61.6s. 
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Menselius — how  interminable  the  toil,  and  how  repul- 
Bive  the  attempt  ? ! 

Let  him  not  however  despair.  History,  which 
way  be  considered  as  the  mother  both  of  fiction  and 
of  truth,  is  mastered  with  less  difficulty  than  may  be 
at  first  imagined.  Among  the  most  delightful  of  her 
associates,  may  be  designated  Biography ^  Foyages^ 
and  Travels.  Of  these  in  their  proper  order.  I  shall 
Hot  lose  a  minute,  or  waste  a  line,  in  the  recommend- 
ation of  various  Introductory  Treatises  ^^  on  the  Study 
and  Use  of  History!'  The  feeling  of  the  reader  must 
be  natural :  his  appetite  strong :  his  digestion  good : 

• 

and  the  nourishment  cannot  fail  to  be  salutary.  The 
reading  of  ^^  Introductions''  is  like  the  having  recourse 
to  stimulants  to  provoke  an  appetite — and  food,  thus 
procured,  is  rarely  digestive  or  nutritious.  We  do  not 
want  such  works  as  those  of  Du  Fresnoy,  Du  Pin,  or 
even  Lord  Bolingbroke,*  to  tell  us  that  Herodotus  and 

♦  Du  Fresnoy  :  Methode  pour  Etudier  VHistoire,  par  Drouet. 
Pwrit,  1772>  12BO.  15  vols.  See  the  BUdwmania,  p.  TO.  Tkis  is 
the  best  edition  of  Dn  Fresnoy-^which  is  rather  a  work  of  historical 
bibliography^  than  an  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  History.  It  was 
traaslated  and  abridged  in  a  usefiai  manner  by  Rawlinson,  17S8j  8vo. 
3  vols.  Dv  PiH*fi  Uwmer9al  Library  of  HisUMrkms,  1709,  8vo.  two 
▼ols.:  is  dull  and  supeifidsd.  Bolinobeokb's  Leiters  on  the  Study 
qfiBstory,  in  one  6to.  Yokame,  have  been  frequently  reprinted.  The 
work  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  a  certain  lofty  elegance  of  8tyle>  in 
which  that  writer  excelled.  I  have  not  however  seen  sopae  letters 
written  upon  this  wodk,  by  Lord  Walpole  oi  Wolterton>  in  which^  as 
I  leani»  it  is  treated  with  some  severity.  The  fact  however  is^  that 
floaroely  any  body  now  a  days  reads  Bolingbroke  in  any  form.  To  these 
works  may  be  added  those  of  M ablt,  Larchbr>  and  Ferband>  to  be 
found  in  most  catalogues  of  French  booksellers.  But  I  am  most 
unwilling  to  dismiss  this  branch  of  our  enquiries^  without  the  notice 
and  recommendation  of  a  spirited  and  luminous  Essay  on  the  Study  of 
Modern  History,  1821,  Svo.  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Boonc^  student  of  Christ 
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Tbucydides  are  the  great  luminaries  amoDg  the  Ofe^ 
eian — Sailost^  Tacitus^  and  Livy^  among  the  HomaiH«* 
and  Rapin,  Hume^  Robertson,  and  Gibbon^  among 
the  Eoglish — historians.  We  have  known  this  from 
the  lips  of  our  parents  and  instructors ;  and  therefovt 
it  is  that  we  ^ten  with  such  avidity  upon  choice 
copies  of  the  works  of  these  great  writers :  that  w« 
seek  them  in  chaste  morocco  or  full-gilded  calf:  m 
their  first  and  unsophisticated  bindings — ^when  ink 
was  black  and  paper  white.^ 

Small  therefore  is  the  space  here  allotted  to  works 
upon  the  Study  and  Use  of  History.  Let  the  ^'  Young 
Man**  prepare  himself  with  certain  Bodibs  of  An^ 
cient  and  Modern  Historyf — ^in  the  English,  French, 
or  Latin  languages — and  go  at  once  to  the  best  edi- 
tions of  the  choicer  writers  in  each.  To  begin  with  the 
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or  with  those  authors  whose  works  are  supposed  to 
take  the  lead  in  Grecian  History.    Where  the  Bipont 

CSrarch,  Oxford  :  s  gentleman^  fbU  of  academie  honours^  and  likely 
to  be  equally  an  oraament  to  his  University  and  the  country.  I  hope 
he  will  adhere  almost  exclusively  to]  History. 

*  when  ink  wot  block  and  paper  whHe,^ — ^The  notes  in  the  BihUo^ 
p^ip^neal  Decameron,  vol.  i.  p.  5-7  5  vol.  ii.  838-540^  will  justify  me 
in  this  hu^uage — however  quaint  or  paradoxical. 

f  Universal  History  Andent  anA  Modem^^with  maps  and  addUI&ks 
m€,  folio,  twenty.six  volumes.  This  usefid  work,  incorporating  a 
great  portion  of  Sacred  History,  was  reprinted  in  8vo.  in  sixty-seven 
tolumes :  and  again  in  sixty  vols.,  with  omissions  and  additions.  The 
first  8vo.  edit,  is  called  the  best,  but  each  of  them  is  worth  ^61.  «». 
Of  the /o/io  edition,  there  is,  at  Ihis  moment,  a  copy  just  bound  out 
of  sheets,  by  C.  Lewis,  in  white  calf,  with  marble  edges,  and  fhll 
charged  gilt  backs— lying  at  Mr.  Triphook's  for  the  not  unconscion- 
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tkUtioM  cair  be  procnred,  let  them  be  so.  Of  Hbro- 
BOTUS9  the  Collector  may  content  himself  with  the 
edition  of  Wesseling,  Gr.  and  Lat.  1763,  folio,  which 
is  worth  about  £7.  7s. ;  or  with  those  of  Reitzius  and 
SehweighiJBtiser,  in  octavo ;  the  former  in  two  volumes, 
recently  reprinted  at  Oxford,  and  worth  about  £\.l(isA 
the  latter,  at  Sti^ashourg^  in  1816,  Greek  and  Latin, 
six  volumes— valued  at  about  £%.  6*.*  and  reprinted 
in  the  following  year  by  Mr.  Priestley,  at  London,  in 
four  volumes,  8vo.  at  about  one  half  the  price,  but 
without  the  various  readings.  He  who  has  got  this 
Father  of  historians,  illustrated  by  the  labours  of 
Wesseling  and  Schweighseuser,  need  not  distress  him- 
setf  about  possessing  the  preceding  editions  of  Gale 
akid  Gronovius:^    but  I  should  be  wanting  in  all 

aUe  Bom  of  52/.  \0s.  To  this  work,  add  Calm bt*8  URstotre  Unioer* 
Me,  Siraab*  17SB,  4to«  17  vols.  Calmet  was  a  very  extraordinary 
num }  and  his  labours  are  equaUy  an  honour  to  the  age  and  to  the 
French  nation.  His  Dictionnaire  de  la  Bible,  in  four  folio  volumes, 
with  cuts,  of  which  the  edition  of  1730  is  the  best,  might  have  found 
a  place  in  the  previous  chapter.  Millot's  Elimens  d^Histoire  gin^ 
rale,  Andenne  et  Modeme,  Paris,  1779,  ISmo.  nine  vols. :  and  Air- 
qPBtul's  Precis  de  VHUt.  Unto.  Anc.  et  Mod.A907'  12mo.  twelve 
voli^nes,  may  be  also  advantageously  consulted. 

*  There  are  copies  of  this  edition  upon  large  paper  3  of  which 
one,  bound  in  oh've-colour  morocco,  gilt  leaves,  is  marked  at  12^  1^. 
ill  Mr.  Payne's  Cat.  of  1822,  no.  3668.  This  learned  and  splendid 
performance  reflects  infinite  credit  upon  the  Editor  and  Priater.  Mr. 
Sc)|weigb«user  is  now  busied  in  the  compilation  of  a  Lexicon  Hera^, 
dateum.  His  ardour  abates  not  with  his  age.  He  is  the  classical 
Swan  who  sings  to  the  last. 

.  f  A  good  copy  of  the  folio  edition  of  Gale  or  Gronovius  may  be 
worth  about  1/.  lOs.  Of  the  Translations  of  Herodotus,  that  of 
Larcher  (1S02,  9  vols.  8vo.  edit.  opt.  3^  ISs.  6d.  bds)  is  by  much 
the  best.  In  our  own  language,  Mr.  Beloe's  is  the  most  popular : 
but  an  improved  version  is  an  acknowledged  desideratum.    We 
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correct  bibliographical  feeling,  if  I  omitted  strongI|i 
to  recommend  the  beautiful  and  correct  edition  pub«* 
liBhed  by  the  Fovlises  at  Glasgow,  in  1761,  in  9  duiH 
decimo  vols.  Gr.  and  Lat.  of  which  copies,  in  nearljr 
coeval  morocco  binding,  rejoice  the  heart  of  the  young 
and  tastefal  Collector.  ,  .^ 

From  Herodotus,  let  us  descend  to  Thucydidea^ 
Paufiianias,  Xenophon,  and  Diodorus  Siculus.     Of; 
Thucydides,  the  Bipont  Button,  1788,  8vo.  six  volsvi 
—comprehending  the  labours  of  Wasse  and  Duker^^ 
(from  the  folio  of  1731)  is  assuredly  the  best;  althoughr 
each  edition  be  pretty  much  about  the  same  price  il 
nwaely  &L  6^.    If  this  sum  be  considered  too  higby 
let  the  Young  Collector  be  well  content  with  th^. 
ll4>ours  of  Hudson,  in  his  splendid  folio  volume  o£' 
1696,  Gr.  and  Lat.  which  may  be  obtained  at  one 
third  of  such  price.    From  the  increasing  scarcity  and 
high  price  of  the  Bipont  edition,  I  could  wish  to  see 
it  reprinted  at  the  Clarendon  Pi'ess ;  where  it  will  lose' 
nothing  of  its  elegance  or  correctness :  although  the' 
recent  edition  of  Bekker^*  published  at  the  same  place, 
almost  renders  this  wish  void.     But  let  me  not  be  for^ 
getfiil  of  the  edition  printed  at  Glasgow,  by  Foulis,  in  • 
1769,  eight  vols.  12mo. — "  companion  meet"  for  the 
Herodotus,  just  described,  and  printed  at  the  same 
place.    Yet  more  estimable  for  its  emendations — and 

bate  many  admirable  living  scholars  and  geographers  for  such  a  taslcl  > 
The  laboars  of  Major  Rennell  are  alone  a  tower  of  strength.     iSb" 
Geography  of  Herodotus,  1800,  4to.,  evinces  the  extent  of  his  know- 
ledge and  the  soundness  of  his  judgment. 

»  Bekker's  edition  is  in  four  vols. :  1821,  8vo.  The  last  volume 
contains  the  Latin  version  of  Wasse.  It*  is  in  some  few  respects  ai' 
editio  princeps.  For  an  account  of  this  edition,  and  the  excessive 
rarity  of  copies  upon  large  paper,  consult  the  Mdes  Althorpumt^ 
vol  i.  p.  135. 


not  much  inCerior  on  the  score  of  typographical  beanty 
-^}8  the  Edinlnirgh  Edition  of  1803,  12mo.  Gr.  and 
Lftt.  six  ▼ols— recently  reprinted,  1812— of  which  the 
Rev.  P.  Elmsley  is  the  reputed  Editor .♦ 

The  Gr.  and  Lat.  edition  of  Pausani as,  by  Kuknius, 
1696,  foliot— or  the  octavo  edition,  Gr.  and  Lat.  by 
Facias  J 1794,  4  vols.,  may  well  satisfy  any  Collector ; 
although  for  critical  utility,  as  well  as  for  commo- 
diousness  of  form,  I  should  recommend  the  latter. 
Xbnophon  comes  upon  us  in  so  many  tempting 
form8-~]n  such  variety  of  shapes — and  fraught  with 
so  much  wisdom,  in  every  department  of  which  he 
treats — that  I  am  puzzled  in  the  selection  of  what 
may  more  fuHy  satisfy  the  anxious  or  the  ambitious 
CSoUector.  If  the  entire  works  only  be  sought  for,  I 
should  recommend  the  edition  of  fVells  or  ffeishe  : 
Schneider  and  Zeunius;  the  first  in  1703,  Gr.  and 
Lat.  seven  parts,  in  five  vols.  8vo.j;  the  second,  in  the 
same  number  and  form  of  volumes,  in  1798-1802 » 

*  Of  the  English  Translations  of  Thucydides^  those  by  Hobhes 
and  Smith,  frequently  reprinted^  are  the  best.  They  are  obtainable 
at  moderate  prices. 

t  Lord  Spencer  is  supposed  to  possess  the  only  copy  of  thb  edition 
upon  LARGE  PAPER  :  sec  the  JEd  Althorp,  vol,  i.  p.  133. 

X  Perfect  copies  of  this  edition^  upon  large  paper,  are  of  the 
rarest  possible  occurrence.  The  possession  of  the  first  volume  in  this 
condition,  is  almost  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  bibliographical  felicity.  A 
copy  of  this  kind,  however,  in  pristine  Oxford  red  morocco  binding, 
was  sold  among  the  books  of  the  late  and  last  Viscount  Hampden, 
for  1582.  lis.  Keen  and  spirited  was  the  bidding.  In  short,  the 
first  vol.  of  Wells's  Xenophon  on  L  p.  (that  volume,  for  which  my 
late  lamented  friend,  Sir  M.M.  Sykes,  Bart,  used  so  ardently  to  sigh  !) 
produces  as  strong  and  general  a  sensation  among  resolute  Biblio- 
maniacs, as  the  throwing  of  a  frog  into  a  pond  well  stocked  with 
pike.  The  devoted  animal  has  scarcely  made  his  first  strike,  ere  a  half 
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aikd  the  third,  [Nreferable  to  either  of  the  tiro  pre*^ 
ceding,  in  1812,  Gr.  and  Lat.  at  Oxford^  in  mx  volomes, 
8vo.*  Perhapfi,  upon  the  whole,  Schneider  is  the 
ablest  of  the  editors  upon  Xeijophon.  Yet  I  mnst  not 
omit  informing  my  reader  that  a  good  edition  of  the 
entire  works  of  Xenophon,  comprehending  the  labours 
of  fFells  and  Ernesti,  was  published  in  four  octavo 
volumes  at  Leipsic,  in  1801.  Either  of  these  latter 
editions  may  be  bad  in  boards  from  two  to  three 
guineas.  Again,  I  am  unwilling  to  omit  a  brief 
notice  of  the  beautiful  little  edition  of  Xenophon*s 
works  put  forth  by  the  Foulises  at  Glasgow,  in  1762r 
1767,  Gr.  and  Lat.  1 2  vols : — ^^  companion  meet ''  of 
the  Thucydides  described  in  the  preceding  page. 

As  to  the  works  of  this  instructive  writer,  separately) 
published,  he  who  shall  possess  the  editions  of  Hutch^ 
inson,^  or  Schneider,  or  Schsefer,  (to  say  nothing  of 

dosen  ^loagated  muzzles  are  protruded  to  cut  him  in  two,  and  swal*  - 
bw  him  witkont  mercy ! 

Mr.  Evans  sold  this  covetable  set  of  books )  but  some  premoui 
inspector  and  catalogue-maker  had  classed  it  among  Welch  Boosa ! 
I  remember  a  portion  of  the  first  Aldine  Homer  being  called^  in  n 
country  bookseller's  catalogue^  "  a  beautiful  copy  of  the  Koraun  /" 
Bat  anecdotes  of  this  kind — thick  and  bright  as  stars  in  the  via  lactea^ 
on  a  frosty  January  night — might  be  easily  threaded  together  to  an 
unconscionable  length. 

*  There  are  copies  of  this  edition^  upon  labob  paper— of  eleganl 
execution:  for  about  61,  6$.  in  boards.  This  Oxford  edition  was 
preceded  by  a  very  neat  one,  containing  the  emendations  of  the  sam^ 
editors,  at  Edinburgh,  in  1811,  in  ten  volumes,  12mo.  :  of  which 
there  are  also  copies  upon  large  paper. 

t  The  '*  Young  Man"  will  necessarily  be  anxious  to  possess  fine 
copies  of  the  Cyropadia  and  Anabasis  of  Xenophon,  by  our  Hutch- 
inson :  the  former  published  in  1727,  the  latter  in  1735,  4to.  They 
are  by  no  means  rare :  but,  upon  the  largest  paper,  of  a  scarcity 
almost  amounting  to  de^eration.  The  principal  translations  of 
Xenophon,  in  our  own  language^  are  by  Smith  and  Spehnan,    Ot 
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those  by  Simpson  and  Benwell),  will  do  well  to  rest 
contented  with  such  specimens  of  editorial  sagacity. 
Nor  let  the  Lexicon  Xenophonteum  of  Thieme  and 
Sturzins,  1804,  3  vols.  8vo.  be  wanting  to  render  the 
Xenophonian  department  complete. 

Of  DioDORUs  SicuLus,  I  shall  unhesitatingly  and 
exclusively  recommend  the  Bipont  edition  oi  1793* 
1807 — Gr.  and  Lat. — in  eleven  Svo.  volumes— con- 
taining the  annotations  of  Heyne  and  others.  A  good 
copy  of  it  may  be  worth  5/.  15*.  M. 

Of  modern  publications^  relating  to  the  History  of 
Ancient  Greece — secure  the  highly  interesting  and 
not  less  original  work  entitled  Voyage  du  Jeune 
Anacharsis  en  Crrice,  par  I.  I.  BarthSlSmy,  An  VII. 
(1799)  seven  vols.  Svo.  in  eight :  with  a  quarto  Atlas : 
the  best  edition:  but  frequently  reprinted.  Didot 
published  a  magnificent  4to.  edition  of  it^  in  seven 
volumes  in  the  same  year^  with  an  Atlas^  in  fdlio.  To 
these  add  the  later  editions  of  Histories  of  Greece  by 
our  Oillies  and  Mit/ord.  But  never  let  Potter's  Antu 
quities  of  the  same  country  be  wanting  in  your  histo- 
rical collections  of  Greece.  I  believe  that  none  of  the 
later  editions  oT  this  profound^  and  yet  unpretending 
work,  contain  improvements.  But  I  hear  the  ^^  Young 
Man'* — ambitious  of  possessing  almost  every  thing 
which  can  throw  light  upon  that  most  interesting  of 
all  countries— exclaim,  ^'  am  I  to  be  debarred  of  the 
Treasure  of  Grecian  Antiquities,*'  by  Gronovitis^ 
Are  so  many  dull  and  dreary  nights  of  winter  to  pass, 
or  rather  creep,  away,  when  the  possession  of  such  a 

the  latter^  indeed^  Gibbon  has  said  that  it  is  ''  one  of  the  most  accu- 
rate and  elegant  prose  translations  that  any  language  has  produced.'* 
Let  the  reader  examine  a  copious  list  of  English  Translations  of  ih« 
Greek  and  Latin  Classics^  in  the  Cat.  of  Messrs.  Arch>  1891^  p.ll6w^ 


OF  nata.  otifi 

^*  treaaore  may  Krve  to  enliven  and  improve  them?'* 
Be  k  fio^  therefore.  Let  him  get  a  copy  of  thifi  mott 
elaborate^  learned,  and  desirable  work — printed  al 
Leffden  in  1697— in  thirteen  folio  volomes ;  of  whidi 
the  thirteenth  famishes  him  with  an  admirably  copions 
Index  of  the  contents  of  the  twelve  preceding  tome^. 
He  may  see  the  Heads  or  Titles  of  the  tracts^  con^ 
tained  in  each  volume,  in  Mr.  Harris's  judicioudy 
compiled  Catalogue  of  the  Royal  Institution.  .  . 


HISTORY  OF  ROME. 

I  come  to  Roman  History;  which  may  occupy 
even  less  space  than  Grecian ;  as  in  the  selection  of 
ori^^nal  texts^  less  care  is  necessary.  He  who  has  the 
Dion  Cassius  oiFabricius  and  Reimar,  1750,  Gr.  apd 
Latin,  folio — the  Dionysius  Halicarnassbnsi§  $4 
Rdske,  1784,  8vo.  Gr.  and  Lat.  six  vols,  the  LiVy  of 
Drakenbofxh,  1738, 4to.  seven  vols.* — the  Appian  and 
ti)(d  PoLYBius  of  Schweighceuser^  1785-1789,  Gr.  and 
I^t.  the  first  in  three,  and  the  second  in  nine  vols:— 7 
tlifs  Tacitus  of  Brotiery  1771,  4to.  fiDur  vols.-f- — thi^ 
(^.SBAR  of  Chidendorpj  1737,  4 to.,  or  of  Oherlin^  1805^ 

.T        ' 
■   I    .- 

*  If  minor  editions  of  Livy  be  rather  sought  after>  obtain  the  beau- 
tilbyy  executed  one  of  the  late  learned  Mr.  Homer,  1794,  in  eight 
octwro  'Volumes ;  or  the  yet  smaller  one  of  Buddiman,  E/dinh,  \T^t» 
ISnw^  four  vols.  But  he  who  has  the  Variorum  impressioD  of  1^7^ 
Svo.Aree  vols.,  need  not  feel  comfortless  in  the  absence  of  anyothiv 
edition. 

f  Again,  as  to  minor  editions — ^let  the  Barbou  impression  of  177^ 
eiKted  by  LaUemand,  in  seven  ISmo  volumes,  be  your  elbow  com* 
pMiiMi ;  for  it  hath  never  yet  been  eclipsed  for  b«auty  and  aeeunuf 


..  / 
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8vo.  and  the  Sallust  of  Havercampy  1742,  2  vols.* — 
together  with  almost  any  respectable  impression  of 
Velleius  Paterculus  and  Florus — he,  I  say,  who 
«hali  possess  sound  and  fair  copies  of  these  ancient 
historians,  may  be  said  to  possess  a  full  and  complete 
Body  of  Romap  History.  Or,  if  he  prefer  a  Collection 
of  tlie  whole,  in  a  sort  of  Corpus  Historicum,  let  him 
rest  well  contented  with  that  published  by  Haurisius, 
in  1743,  in  three  folio  volumes,  containing  the  Latin 
authors  only.  And  if  to  the  foregoing,  he  add  the 
Thesaurus  Antiquitatum  Romanarum  of  Graevius  (the 
companion  of  the  collection  of  Grecian  Antiquities 
by  Gronovius)  published  in  12  folio  volumes,  in  1694,^ 
the  Young  Collector's  historical  library  will  be  suf- 
ficiently complete^ 

*  Among  the  smaller  editions^  that  of  Edinb,  1755>  12mo>  has  been 
long  and  highly  prized  $  but  of  equals  if  not  higher^  estimation^  is 
that  of  Homer,  1789,  8vo. — now  become  a  very  scarce  book.  Among 
our  VERSIONS  of  Sallust,  none  approach,  for  quantity  and  quality  of 
research,  that  of  Dr.  H.  Steuart,  in  two  4to.  volumes,  1806,  It  is 
replete  with  useful  collateral  aids.  Murphy's  version,  both  of 
Tacitus  and  Sallust,  is  in  more  general  requisition. 

f  But  even  BOTn  treasures — the  one  by  Gronovius,  and  the  other 
by  Graevius — are  not  perfect  without  the  following  supplemental 
volumes,  "  Novus  Thes,  Antiq.  Romanar,  ah  A,  H,  de  Sallengre,**  in 
three  folio  volumes,  1716  :  and  *'  Utriusque  Thesauri  Antiq.  Roman, 
Grcecarumque  Nov,  Supplementa  congesta  ah  I.  Poleno,  Vcnet,  1735, 
folio,  five  vols.  In  Tom  Osborne's  time,  when  these  substantial 
tomes,  especially  upon  large  paper,  brought  great  prices,  a  copy 
of  this  kind,  of  Graevius  and  Gronovius,  was  marked  in  the  folio 
^eet  catalc^ue  of  1759,  at  sixty  guineas ;  and  with  the  The$,  Antiq. 

m 

Ital,  et  Sicil,  bound  in  forty-eight  volumes,  at  94L  lOs.  A  copy  of 
the  former  set,  on  small  paper,  and  in  neat  binding,  may  be  obtained 
for  about  422.  But  '^  the  Young  Man  "  may  travel  a  little  further 
«— if  he  pleases,  and  the  weight  of  his  purse  allow  of  it.  Perhaps 
lie  already  anticipates  the  collection  of  the  Byzantine  and  Turkish 
Hiti^Riss  in  the  earlier  periods  of  Christianity— which  fdrnished 
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Descending  to  Modem  Historians  of  the  Roman 
Empire^  the  names  of  Rolling  Crevier^  Hooke^  FergUr- 
son,  and  Gibbon^  will  necessarily  present  themselves 
— to  which,  that  of  Montesquieu— whose  sketch  of 
the  "  Grandeur  et  Decadence  des  Romains  **  has 
been  expanded  into  such  a  magnificent  picture  by 
Gibbon,  may  be  judiciously  added:  while,  descending 
to  lowef^  periods,  connected  with  Italian  Antiquity 
and  History,  let  every  work  of  the  greatest  of  all 
modern  antiquaries — Muratori — find  a  place,  if  pos- 
sible, in  the  library  of  every  judicious  Collector.  It 
wiU  be  here  only  necessary  to  notice  his  truly  stupen- 
dous performance — the  "  Scriptores  Rerum  Italicarum 
ab  ann.  Z>,  ad  ann.  M.  D.  quorum  potissima  pars  nunc 
prlmum  in  lucem  prodit''^^1723'5ly  in  twenty-eight 
or  twenty-nine  folio  volumes.  The  life  of  the  longest 
liver  should  seem  to  be  inadequate  to  a  performance 
like  this :  where  materials  were  collected  from  MSS. 
of  which  the  greater  part  had  never  been  before  libe- 
rated from  the  huge  brass  bosses  that  had  helped  to 
hold  them  together ;  but  which, — being  touched,  as  it 
were,  with  the  magical  wand  of  Muratori,  poured  a 
flood  of  light  and  of  information  upon  periods,  hitherto 
deemed  impenetrably  dark  and  wholly  uninstructive. 
One  hardly  knows  sufiiciently  how  to  appreciate  the 
talents  of  this  wonderful  man.* 

GibboQ  with  such  a  supply  of  curious  and  important  matter.  Of 
the  writers  of  these  histories,  the  Paris  edition  of  1647  to  1680,  foUo^ 
will  amplf  satisfy  the  most  inordinate  book-appetite. 

^  The  principal  of  his  other  works^  of  less  extent,  but  of  equal 
utility  and  importance,  are  these :  Jntiquitdtes  Italica  Medu  JEl^ 
PQit  DecLRom,  Imp.  ad  an.  1500,  1738-42  :  folio,  six  vols.  Thisls 
now  become  a  rare  woi|c  with  us ;  it  will  excite  the  readers suifrriis 
when  he  learns  that  a  copy  even  of  the  "  Scriptores"  has  not  b^cnttii 


146  HISTORY, 


HISTORY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

From  the  departed  and  splendid  seras  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  V6  touch  upon  those  of  the  modern  world ; 
and  first,  necessarily,  of  the  History  of  our  own 
Country.  Many  are  the  helps,  and  yet  many  are  the 
deficiencies,  connected  with  this  important  branch  of 
our  enquiries.  The  former  arise  from  the  excellent 
materials  supplied  by  a  regular  succession  of  Histo- 
rians beginning  with  the  author  of  the  Saxon  Chronu 
cle,  and  ending  with  that  which  issued  from  the  press 
of  Caxion.  I  mention  this  latter  as  the  first  book, 
regularly  connected  with  our  history,  which  was  pub- 
lishlsd  since  the  invention  of  the  Art  of  Printing.  And 
yet,  (as  just  intimated)  at  the  very  outset  of  our  pur- 
suits, there  are  deficiencies ;  arising  chiefly  from  the 
want  of  a  Collection  like  unto  the  Rccueil  des  Histo^ 

sale,  by  auction^  these  five  years.  Of  the  **  Aniiquitatts,''  a  reprint 
appeared  at  Arezzo,  in  1777,  in  4to.  in  seventeen  volumes*  but  of 
considerably  less  beauty  of  execution.  To  the  "  Scriptores,'*  must 
be  added  the  ''  Accessiones*  by  Mittarelli,  1771^  folio :  and,  again, 
two  more  folio  volumes  of  historians,  from  the  year  1500  to  1600, 
published  at  Florence  in  1748.  We  have  not  yet  done  with  Mura- 
tori.  His ''^017.  Thes,  Vet,  Inscript.**  in  four  folio  volumes,  was 
published  ait  Milan,  in  1739  :  and  his  Annali  d  Italia  dadprincipio 
delP  era  volgare  sino  alV  anno,  1749,  appeared  in  twelve  quarto 
▼oluraes  at  Milan  in  1749.  This  latter  has  been  twice  or  thrice 
reprinted.  But  the  keener  hunter  of  Muratori  must  beat  the  brakes 
and  bushes  of  Brunet  in  pursuit  of  the  choicest  game  :  in  other  words, 
of  the  various  editions  of  this  multifarious  writer.  Had  Niceron  sor- 
▼ived  Muratori,  we  should  have  seen  a  capital  account  of  his  produo 
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riens  des  Gaules,  &c.  of  which  the  foundation  stones 
was  laid  by  Bouquet.* 

But  it  must  be  remembered  that  we  are  not  with* 
out  many  very  solid  foundation  stones  of  our  history 
which  have  supported  the  more  elegant  superstrao* 
tares  of  modem  historians.  ^^  The  Young  Man/*  who 

^  Of  this  magnificent^  and  truly  invaluable  work^  the  first  volume 
appeared  in  1738>  and  the  xviiith  and  last  volume  (the  work  being 
yet  imperfect— extending  only  to  the  thirteenth  century)  in  18^2.  It 
is  in  folio ;  and  appertains  almost  as  much  to  English,  as  to  French 
History.  It  should  doubtless  be  found  in  every  collegiate^  and 
PvBUc  Library.  The  copies  upon  large  paper  are  by  no  meana 
uncommon  ^  but  a  finer  one  than  that  which  adorned  the  shelves  of 
Sledmere  Library  will  with  difficulty  be  found.  The  immediately 
ensuing  pages  will  prove  the  use  which  I  have  made  of  some  of  the 
volumes  of  this  work  ;  and  for  the  gratification  of  the  historical 
antiquary,  I  subjoin  an  alphabetical  list  of  some  of  our  earlier  his- 
torians who  are  mentioned,  critically  in  the  pages  of  the  Recueil  : 


Abbsi  Beaedkt, 
Brompton, 
Chronieon  Saxon. 
Durbam,  Simeon  of, 
Eadmer, 


VoL    Pages, 
xiii.  XYij.  142. 

•  •• 

—  lU. 

—  vij.  ix.  47. 

—  xi.  79. 

—  ir. 
xi.     liij. 

xi.  lij.  173. 

xiii*  iv. 

xi.  iv.  5. 

—  xxxix. 


XI. 


X. 


Girald  Barry, 
Hemingford,  W.  de, 
HoTeden,  R.  de,     . 
Huntingdon,  H.  de, 
Malmesbury,  G.  de, 
Keubery,  or  Neubridge, 

6.  de, 
Odericus  Vitalis, 
Paris,  Matthew, 
Ralph  de  Diceto, 
— ^—  Coggesbal, 


Vol.  Pages. 
xm.  XYiu.  xxii. 
—     iU. 

309. 

\ym.  206. 

xxxyij.  243. 


Encomiam  Emms, 

Gemeticensis,  G.  de, 

Gerrais  of  Canterbury,  xiii.  xv.  120. 

Tilbury,  xi.     Ixxxj.  317.    Walsingbam, 

Gcsta  Gnil.  Ducis,         xi.     xxii.  75.       Westminster,  G.  de, 
Stephani,  xiii.  ir.  Worcester,  Flor.  de. 


xm.  xm.  92. 

xi.    lxiij.221. 

...    ... 

xiii.  ui. 

—  xviu.l83« 

—  xxiij.217. 

—  iii. 

—  lu. 

—  ^.67. 


But  the  most  pleasing  part,  attending  the  introduction  or  notice  of 
this  grand  French  work,  is,  that  we  have  at  length  been  roused  to  a 
glorious  spirit  of  rivalry  in  undertaking,  a  similar  work  devoted  to 
the  History  of  our  own  Country.  This  laudable  plan  was  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  carried  through  without  the  sem- 
blance of  opposition,  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  last  year.    Fslix 

FAUSTUMOUE    SIT  ! 
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id  emulous  of  a  complete  English  historical  library 
(and  what  young  Englishman  of  enlarged  views,  and 
enabling  purse,  is  not  thus  emulous  ?)  will  do  well  to 
attend  to  .the  following  bill  of  fare — whioh  will  supply 
him,  not  only  with  food  for  to-day  (dressed  as  daintily 
ad  intellectual  viands  need  be  dressed)  but  with  food 
for  a  succession  of  "  to-morrows :" — which,  the  more 
carefully  it  be  digested,  the  more  strengthening  will 
be  the  nutrition,  and  the  more  fixed  and  permanent 
the  health  of  him  who  is  thus  nourished. 

Know  then,  hungry  and  enterprising  student,  that 
I  deem  it  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  present  thee 
with  a  few  publications  which  contain  "  Bodies  of 
Mistory,'^ — or  Collections  of  Ancient  Historians — all 
of  whom  lived  and  wrote  before  the  invention  of  print- 
ing. The  earliest  portion  of  British  History,  of  which 
any  MS.  exists,  is  that  called  by  the  well  known  name 
of  the  Saxon  Chronicle  —  an  undoubtedly  coeval 
fragment  of  the  eleventh  century ;  of  which  Bishop 
Gibson  published  a  useful  and  valuable  edition,  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  seventeenth  centurj',  but  of 
which,  it  cannot  be  dissembled,  a  new  and  improved 
edition,  collated  with  other  MSS.  is  much  wanted ; 
and,  as  I  learn  with  great  satisfaction,  is  on  the  eve  of 
publication,  from  the  competent  pen  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ingram,  late  Saxon  Professor  at  Oxford.* 

The  first  Body  of  British  History  which  appeared 
from  our  press,  is  contained  in  a  folio  volume,  com- 

*  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  noticing^  with  the  commend- 
ation which  it  merits,  the  literal  English  version  of  the  Saxon  Chro- 
nicle by  Miss  Gumey,  sister  of  the  Member  for  Newtown  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight.  Why  should  such  a  laudable  eflfort  of  industry  be  confined 
to  private  circulation  only  ?  But  whether  privately,  or  publicly  cir* 
culated.  Miss  Gumey  is  sure  of  being  suitably  enshrined  in  a  future 
edition  of  Ballard*s  ''  Memoirs  of  learned  British  Ladies." 
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prising,  1st,  Assers  Life  of  Alfred;  2nd,  ihi^Ypodignha 
NeustricB  of  tValsingham^  a  Chronicle  ending  in  the*. 
6th  year  of  Henry  V. ;  and  3dly,  the  Historia  BrevU, 
of  the  same  Author,  being  a  Chronicle  of  Events  from 
the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  to  the 
end  of  that  of  Henry  V.  Of  these  three  works,  wbich 
are  usually  found  in  the  same  volume,  the  two  former 
were  printed  by  Day,  and  the  latter  by  fiinneman,  in 
1574 — under  the  patronage  and  even  particular  super- 
intendence of  the  famous  Archbishop  Parker  :*  a  vo- 

^  The  above  text  comprehends  three  names  of  some  importance 
in  the  annals  of  our  country :  Asser,  Walsingham,  and  Parker.  I 
shall  devote  a  few  lines  to  each,  in  reference  to  the  work  in  question. 
Of  AssEB^  Bishop  of  Sherburne>  [A.  D.  890.]  the  reader  wiU  find* 
pleasing,  and  the  best,  account  in  Mr.  Turner's  Anglo-Saxon  History, 
vol.  i.  p.  292.  4to.  edit.  1807.  Tanner  adds  little  to  Leland  ;  but 
Nicolson  is  worth  consulting }  who  repeats  Parker's  expressions^ 
that  it  is  printed  "  in  the  old  Saxon  character  to  invite  his  English 
readers,  and  to  draw  them  in  unawares  to  an  acquaintance  with  the 
handwriting  of  their  ancestors,  in  hopes  to  beget  in  them  (by  de- 
grees) a  love  for  the  antiquities  of  their  own  country."  Eng.  Hist, 
Library y  p.  47,  edit.  1736. 

Of  Thomas  Walsingham,  we  are  told  that — "his  chief  delight 
was  in  the  collection  of  English  Histories ;  wherein  he  hath  left,  to 
the  perpetual  registering  of  his  name,  divers  monuments  of  reverend 
antiquity.  He  lived  in  1443.*'  See  Hearne's  Hemingi  Chartulariu^; 
vol.  ii.  p.  646.     The  author  of  this  remark  is  said  to  be  John  Stow^ 

Of  Archbishop  Parker,  even  Gibbon,  whose  affection  towards 
our  prelacy  was  at  no  time  very  violent,  is  compelled  to  pay  this 
handsome  tribute  to  his  literary  mepiory  :  ''  Far  diflferent  from  such 
reformers  was  the  learned  and  pious  Matthew  Parker,  the  first  Pro- 
testant Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
His  apostolical  virtues  were  not  incompatible  with  the  love  of  learn- 
ing, and  while  he  exercised  the  arduous  office,  not  of  governing,  but 
of  founding  the  Church  of  England,  he  strenuously  applied  himself 
to  the  study  of  the  Saxon  tongue,  and  of  English  antiquities."  Post-' 
humous  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  566.  Strype  tells  us,  in  his  Life  of  the 
Archbishop  (pages  471^  629),  that  the  above  work  was  carefuUf 
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Itune,  by  no  meaDS  of  common  occurrence.  Having 
fkrnifih^  the  reader  with  a  particular  description  of 
is  precious  book,  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  recent 
ition  of  our  Typographical  Antiquities,  it  only  re- 
mains to  urge  him — if  he  be  earnest  in  laying  a  good 
foundation  for  an  English  Historical  Library — to 
let  no  opportunity  escape  of  becoming  master  of  a 
sound  and  perfect  copy  of  it. 

About  a  dozen  years  .after  the  publication  of  the 
Ypodigma,  thei*e  appeared  a  collection  of  our  histo- 
rians at  Heidelberg  and  Lt/ons,in  the  same  year,  1587 ; 
but  the  latter  seems  to  be  only  the  former  book  with 
a  fresh  title-page.  This  collection  contains  Geoffrey 
^  Mimmtmthy  Gildas,  Bede,  fVilliam  of  Newbury, 
ct  Newbridge^  and    an   abridgment   of  Froissart^^ 

printed  from  the  original  MS.  '^  to  a  word,*'  in  Saxon  characters, 
and  was  somewhat  rare  in  former  times :  that  the  Archbishop  delayed 
the  publication  '^  of  which  there  had  been  great  expectation  among 
the  learned,*'  owing  to  his  care  in  correcting,  printing,  and  getting  a 
few  presentation  copies  to  be  bound — ''  wherein  he  was  very  curious.*' 
From  the  dedicatory  epistle  to  the  reprint  of  it,  in  1603,  in  Camden's 
time,  it  appears  to  have  been,  then,  a  rare  book.  A  fine  and  perfect 
copy  of  it  was  sold  last  year  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  G.  Isted*s  library,  for 
7/.  7«.  Consult  the  Typ.  Antiq.  vol.  iv.  p.  136.  My  ft-iendMr.Amyot 
possesses  Heame*s  copy  of  it,  with  a  ms.  collation  or  two,  in  Heame's 
hand  writing  :  a  perfect,  but  not  a  fine  copy — and  obtained  of  a  book- 
teller  at  the  comforting  price  of  22.  Ss, 

•  The  abridgement  of  Geo£frey,  by  Virunnius,  accompanies  the 
entire  text  of  that  author  ;  but  Bishop  Nicolson  mentions  a  previous 
edition  of  this  abridgement  by  Powell,  of  the  date  of  1585.  London^ 
8to.  ',  he  might  also  have  referred  to  Newbury's,  or  Bollifant'si,  edi- 
tion of  the  same  date,  in  8vo.  See  Herbert,  vol.  ii.  p.  912  :  1215, 
and  Bibl.  Hoblyn,  pt.  ii.  p.  500.  Virunnius  was  an  Italian ;  upon 
which  the  learned  Bishop  remarks, — speaking  of  the  original  history 
of  Geoffrey, '  'tis  of  a  complexion  fitter  for  the  air  of  Italy  than  Eng^ 
land*'  Hiitorical  Libraries,  p.  37.  edit.  1736.    Geof»£y  of  Mow 
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idl  <tf  whom  had  been  before  separately  published; 
This  collection  is  praised  by  Da  Fresnoy,  in  hit 
Methode  pour  ^tudier  Thistoire;  but  on  this  point 
there  is  better  praise  (as  the  subjoined  note  may  tes- 
tify) to  be  sought  for,  than  that  of  the  French  biblio- 
grapher :  who  tells  us,  however,  that  "  the  book  was 
printed  in  Commelin*s  office,  from  materials  in  the 
Heidelberg  library,  when  the  latter  was  in  its  glory, 

MOUTH  lived  in  the  12th  century^  and  is  supposed  to  have  taken  many 
hints  from  Nennius^  who  lived  in  the  ninth  century.  Consult  the 
spirtted  observations  of  Bishop  Nicolson  upon  them ;  Eng.  HUL  lA^ 
brary,  p.  36-33.,  and  Heame's  Robert  of  Gloucester,  vol.  i.  p.  xxHi., 
oote  6«  Mr.  6.  Ellis  has  made  the  former  interesting,  in  spite  of  hit 
Inooogruities  :  see  his  Specimens  of  Early  English  Metrical  Romanc^Sf 
voL  i.  p.  42>  100.  The  first  edition  of  Geoffrey  was  printed  in  thie 
o^ce  of  Badius  Ascenskis,  at  Lyons,  in  1508>  4 to :  and  may  be 
worth  about  1/.  Is,  It  is  said  to  be  ''translated  into  the  Latin 
tongue  from  the  most  ancient  monuments  of  the  British  or  Saxon 
tongue.'*  It  was  published  by  the  care  and  expense  of  L,  Cavellai, 
whose  introductory  address  is  most  diverting.  He  says  that, ''  happen- 
ing to  be  rummaging  among  some  old  books  in  a  college  library  at 
FariSj  he  stumbled  upon  a  certain  work,  called  '*  the  History  of  the 
BntiBh  Kings,***-covered  with  the  glorious  dirt  and  mouldering 
of  antiquity.*'  The  sight  and  the  perusal  affected  him  almost  to 
msdness)  [''  Dii  boni !  quanto  animi  affectu  iterum  atque  iteroni 
kgi  et  perlegi  !'*-— are  his  words]  and  he  began  to  find  that  '*  what 
he  had  hitherto  deemed  fables,  was  true  history.'*  The  parent  text 
of  such  a  chronicler  may  be  doubtless  deserving  of  investigation :  but 
it  would  be  well  if  any  ''  ancient  British  or  Saxon  materials**  could 
be  discovered  in  it.  Till  then,  Geoffrey  must  be  considered  as  the 
{m^)erty  of  Fablers  and  Romancers.  An  English  translation  of  the 
Latin  text  a^^ared  in  171d,  8vo.,  by  Aaron  Thompson,  who  hes 
prefixed  *'  a  large  prefeu^e  concerning  the  authority  of  the  histoiy.** 
Tbompson's  book  is  worth  about  II,  Is,  It  is  not  very  rare  upon /tfr^s 
paper,  at  ^l  12«.  6d.  1  once  possessed  it  (as  well  as  the  original 
edition  c^  Ascensius^)  in  this  latter  form,  in  coeval  blue  morooco 
holding. 
OiLDAs  lived  in  the  sixths  and  Beds  in  the  eighth^  centniy :  see 
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and  before  its  transportation  to  the  Vatican  at  Rome/* 
This  is  a  scarce  volume ;  and  a  copy  of  it  may  be 
worth  about  4L  4s. 

It  was  the  good  fortune,  and  even  glory,  of  this 
country,  to  witness,  towards  the  end  of  the  same  cen- 
tury, the  labours  of  one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  her 
scholars  and  antiquaries,  in  the  publications  of  Sir 
Hbnry  Savilb  :  ^^  a  man  (says  Gibbon*)  distinguished 

Dr.  Henry's  History  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  iv.  p.  5,  25 — where  the 
former  is  severely  censured ;  nor  does  the  latter  meet  with  less  seve- 
rity from  Mr.  Turner,  in  his  Anglo-Saxon  History,  vol.  i.  63. 

William  of  Newbury,  or  Newbridge,  lived  at  the  close  of  the 
twelfth,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth,  century.  His  history 
extends  to  the  year  1197.  Bishop  Nicolson,  Heame,  and  Dr.  Henry, 
have  said  every  thing  in  praise  of  the  style  and  matter  of  this  writer; 
and  the  Benedictine  editors  of  the  celebrated  ''  Recueil  des  Historiens 
des  Gaules  et  de  la  France,*'  caU  him  •'  a  judicious  vmter — more  atten- 
tive to  relate  the  principal  events  than  minute  details.  His  impar- 
tiality in  the  matter  of  Becket  and  Henry  II.,  when  everv  body  took 
part  with  the  former,  and  abused  the  latter,  is  worthy  of  notice  and 
eommendation;'*  vol.  xiii.  pref.  p.  xiij.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sharpe 
(translator  of  William  of  Malmesbury,  for  which  see  page  156  post) 
has  completed  an  English  version  of  William  of  Newbury  for  the 
press ;  and  I  hope  there  is  a  sufficient  spirit  of  patronage  abroad  to 
induce  him  to  publish  it.  The  best  edition  of  this  historian,  in  the 
original  language,  is  that  by  Hearne  in  1719,  3  vols.  8vo. — see  post. 
Gibbon,  in  his  Post,  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  565,  speaks  somewhat  too 
severely  of  the  above  Heidelberg  publication  -,  observing  that  the  col- 
lection "  is  selected  with  such  critical  skill,  that  the  romance  of  Geof- 
frey of  Monmouth,  and  a  Latin  abridgment  of  Froissard,  are  placed 
on  the  same  level  of  historical  evidence."  Consult,  too,  Rawlinsons 
translation  of  Du  Fresnoy,  vol.  ii.  p.  463  j  and  the  French  edition, 
vol.  ii.  p.  292. 

*  Post.  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  566,  Svo.  edit.  But  let  the  young  and 
ardent  lover  of  great  names  in  our  biographical  history,  recreate 
himself,  respecting  Sir  H.  Savile,  with  the  recent  edition  of  Wood's 
Athen.  Oxon,,  by  Bliss,  vol.  ii.  col.  310-317:  rather  than  with  the 
same  author's  Hist,  and  Antiq,  of  Colleges  and  Halls,  p.  10.    Chal- 
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among  the  scholars  of  his  age^  by  his  profound  know- 
ledge of  the  Greek  language  and  mathematical  scien* 
ces  .  .  .  Some  of  the  most  valuable  writers  of  the 
xiith  and  xiiith  centuries  were  rescued  by  his  hands 
from  dirt,  and  dust,  and  rottenness  ;  and  his  Collec- 
tion, under  the  common  title  of  Scriptores post  Bedam 
was  twice  printed:  first  in  London,  1596,  and  after- 
wards at  Frankfort,  1601/'  Such  is  the  title  of  the 
work,  which  I  must  next  recommend  to  the  atten- 
tion of  "  the  Young  Man,"  emulous  of  providing 
himself  with  the  earliest  printed  texts  of  our  most 
valuable  historians.  The  names  of  the  authors  con- 
tained  in  this  Collection^  are  as  follow :  William  of 
Malmeshurt/y  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  Roger  de  Hove-- 
den,  the  Chronicle  of  Ethelwerd,  and  Ingulph.  Of 
the  first  of  these, — the  modest,  faithful,  and  erudite 
historian  of  the  twelfth  century — the  present  impres- 
sion of  his  historical  works*  was  only  once  reprinted, 

mers's  General  Biography  may  be  profitably  consulted :  and  in  Ber- 
keDhout*s  Biographia  Literaria,  p.  435,  there  is  a  good  compendious 
account  of  Savile.  Gibbon,  in  the  notice  of  Sir  Henry's  Greek  at- 
tainments,  alludes  to  his  edition  of  St.  Chrysostom's  Works,  printed 
at  Eton  in  the  year  1612.  This  edition  cost  Sir  Henry  Savile 
80002.;  ofwhich  20002.  were  devoted  to  the  paper.  But  he  might 
have  made  a  better  choice  both  of  a  paper-merchant  and  printer. 
The  edition  has  an  uncomfortable  aspect.  Not  fewer  than  two 
thousand  copies  were  printed.  Consult,  also.  Letters  from  the  Bod- 
leian Library,  with  Aubrey* s  Lives,  1813,  Svo.  %'ol.  ii.  The  anecdote 
about  Sir  Henry  and  his  wife  during  the  editorship  of  St.  Chrysostom 
is  very  amusing  -,  but  my  '*  Young  Man"  must  forage  a  little  fbr 
himself. 

*  Namely,  De  Rebus  Gestis  Begum  Jnglorum,  lib.  v,  -,  Hisloria 
novelUs  libri  duo;  De  Gestis  Pontificum  Anghrum,  lib.  iv.  This 
latter,  is  said  by  H.  Wharton  to  be  from  a  very  faulty  MS.  K  fifth 
book  concerning  the  English  Bishops  was  published  by  Wharton  in 
\&M  AngUa  Sacra,  vol.  ii.;  and  also  by  Gal&  among  his  Scripioren, 
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namely,  in  the  Fittnkfort  edition  of  1601,  folio.  But 
of  these  two  editions — one  at  London  in  1596,  and  the 

ToL  iii.  p.  337 — ^but  see  the  latter*8  *'  Prsefatio  ad  Lectorem/'  sign. 
6,  3 ;  where  a  doubt  is  thrown  out  respecting  Maknesbury*s  being 
ihit  author  of  this  fifth  Book ;  which  is  dcTOted  to  the  life  of  Saint 
Aldelm.  The  remaining  work  of  Malmesbury,  concerning  the  ^*  An^ 
U^juUiei  of  Glastonbury  Abbey,**  was  published  Tery  incorrectly  by 
Gale,  in  the  third  volume  of  his  **  Scriptores/'  from  a  vellum  MS. 
in  the  library  of  Trinity  College^  Cambridge :  but  which  Heame 
rq>ublished^  with  great  accuracy^  in  his  Adam  de  Domerham's  Anti- 
^niies  of  the  same  Abbey.    See  the  preface  of  the  latter^  p.  15* 

William  of  Malmesbury  has  received  a  brief,  but  satisftctory 
eulogy  from  Dr.  Henry— who  has  translated  the  emphatic  conclusion 
of  his  prologue — but  who  might  have  added>  that  the  author  speaks 
of  contemporaneous  events  '^  as  having  witnessed  them  himself,  or 
received  the  account  of  them  from  very  creditable  witnesses."  HiH, 
Great  Britain,  vol.  vi.  p.  136.8.  Berkenhout  has  given  an  animated 
abridgement  of  his  labours;  Biog.  Literar.  p.  11  :  but,  above  all, 
consult  Leland*s  affecting  eulogy :  De  Scriptorib.  Briton,  vol.  i.  195. 
The  learned  Benedictine  editors  of  that  stupendous  woik,  before 
referred  to,  have  given  us  a  droll  story  from  Malmesbury,  about 
Richard  II.  Duke  of  Normandy,  and  the  supposed  witdicraft  of  Pope 
Sylvester  the  Second,  which  sufficiently  evinces  the  simplicity  of  the 
manners  of  the  age ;  but  they  accuse  our  historian,  after  copying  Sir 
Henry  SavUe*s  eulogy  of  him,  [see  his  dedication  to  Elizabeth— pre- 
fixed to  the  above  collection]  of  ignorance  of  French  a£Gurs :  vide 
torn.  X.  p.  xsLxyj.  243.  This  is  repeated  in  tom.  xiii.  p.  4  :  but  both 
in  this  latter,  and  in  the  fifty-second  page  of  the  preface  of  the  ele-^ 
venth  voliune,  Malmesbury  receives  their  warmest  encomiums,  ii^ 
rc^gard  to  style,  judgment  and  veracity.  This  valuable  historian  has 
lately,  indeed,  been  made  familiar  to  English  readers,  by  the  transla* 
tion  of  the  Reverend  J.  Sharpe,  1815,  4to.  This  version  also  cod- 
tains  the  fruit  of  collations  with  various  other  MSS. 

Although  Henry  of  Huntingdon  protests  that  he  writes  only  of 
what  be  saw,  or  of  what  he  received  creditable  testimony,  yet,  up  to  Che 
year  1 127>  bis  history  is  scarcely  any  thing  better  than  an  abriflge- 
ment  of  the  famous  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle.  Afterwards,  in  his 
eighth  book,  he  is  more  diffuse,  and  seems  to  narrate  events  which 
came  under  his  own  inspectk>n.    His  reign  of  Stephen  is,  IheiiftMre^- 
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otber  as  just  noticed — I  strongly  recommend  the 
second.  The  IFechels,  it  is  true,  were  the  printers  of 
it ;  and  they  are  noted  all  over  Europe  for  the  wretched 

the  most  original  and  valuable  part  of  his  composition ;  and  it  haa 
been  frequently  copied.  JRecudi  des  Historiens  des  Gaules,  &c.  torn. 
ui.  pref.  p.  Tj  :  consult  also  torn.  xi.  pref.  Iviii. 

Room  HovxDEN  held  an  important  diplomatic  situation  under 
Henry  II. ;  and  his  Annals  have  been  much  praised  by  the  foregoing 
aathority^  in  the  eleventh  volume  of  their  Recueil,  pref.  p.  Lucx.— but 
in  the  prefiEice  to  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  same  magnificent 
workj  Hoveden  would  appear  to  have  been  chiefly  a  copyist  of 
fikmtingdon,  Simeon,  and  Benedictus  Abbas.  ''  The  first  part  of  his 
work,  which  conmiences  where  Bede  concluded,  and  ertends  to  the 
year  1154^  is,  as  &r  as  the  year  1122,  a  transcript  of  Simeon  of  Dni^ 
ham  ;  who^  in  tum^  is  the  mere  echo  of  Florence  of  Worcester.  From 
1122  to  1143>  he  almost  literally  copies  Henry  of  Huntingdon— 
from  1146  to  1154,  his  history  is  so  confused  that  scarcely  any  event 
has  a  proper  date  assigned  to  it.  The  same  censure  may  be  passed 
upon  the  second  part  of  his  Annals,  up  to  the  year  1170;  from 
which  time^  however,  partly  by  copying  and  abridging  Benedictus 
Abbas,  and  adding  to  this  latter  authority  a  few  important  events^  he 
becomes  a  valuable  and  important  historian.  Hoveden  died  at  the 
commencement  of  the  thirteenth  century.'*  Idem»  p.xxj. 

IirauLPH  (says  the  foregoing  authority),  '^  avoit  tout  vu  en  bon 
connoisseur,  et  ce  qu  il  rapporte,  il  I'^crit  en  homme  letir^^  judiceux, 
et  vrai  :*'  tom.xi.  p.  xlij.  But  consult  the  more  animated  eulogium 
npon  him  at  p.  153,  note  a  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  not,  however^ 
noticed  in  either  place,  that  the  continuation  of  his  history  of  Croy- 
land  Abbey  is  inserted  in  the  first  volume  of  €rale*s  Collection ;  vide 
poat,  Ingulph,  who  lived  in  the  eleventh  century,  and  was  the  se- 
erelary  of  William  the  First,  published  '^  an  excellent  history  (says 
Dr.  Henry)  of  the  Abbey  of  Croyland,  from  its  foundation  A.  D.  664 
ta  A.D.  1091  >  into  which  he  hath  introduced  much  of  the  general 
Instorj  of  the  kingdom,  with  a  variety  of  curious  anecdotes  that  are 
ao  where  else  to  be  found  ;**  Hist,  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  vi.  123.  The 
lovers  of  the  Round  Table  History  should  be  informed  that  there  are 
Hiany  minute  and  curious  descriptions  in  Ingulph^  which  throw  con- 
Boteiable  light  upon  the  history  of  ancient  chivalry.  Recueil,  &c.  torn, 
xi.  pref.  p.  xlvij. 
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tint  and  quality  of  their  paper.  In  this  instance, 
however,  they  have  made  some  atonement  for  the 
sorry  garb  of  their  volume,  by  inserting  all  the 
^*  Emendanda "  of  the  London  edition ;  for  which, 
from  the  specimens  of  the  errors,  subjoined  at  the 
end  of  Malmesbury  and  Hoveden,  there  was  abundant 
reason.  The  Frankfort  edition  has  also  the  ad  van* 
tage  of  a  tolerably  copious  Index,  whereas^the  London 
edition  is  without  one.  Yet  the  London  edition  has 
advocates,  who  deem  it  more  accurate  than  that 
which  succeeded  it :  but  it  must  be  6bserved,  in 
defence  of  the  Frankfort  edition,  that  the  errata, 
according  to  Sir  Henry  Spelman's  Glossary,  in  voce 
Frithborga,  (as  quoted  by  Nicolson  in  his  English 
Historical  Library^  p.  59),  are  confined  chiefly  to  the 
misspelling  of  English  words :  a  venial  tripping.  Da 
Fresnoy  has  echoed  the  same  complaint,  on  the  same 
subject,  against  the  same  edition.*  An  ordinary  copy 
of  the  former  edition  maybe  obtained  for  1/.  11^.  6rf. 
and  of  the  latter  for  2/.  12^.  Qd.  Of  the  Frankfort 
edition,  the  only  copy  on  large  paper,  which  I  ever 
saw,  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Amyot. 

^  In  the  Bihl,  Mason,  pt.  iii.  no.  509^  Nicolson*s  attack  upon  the 
Frankfort  edition,  is  quoted  as  an  original  criticism  of  the  Bishop*s. 
In  the  Bihl,  Beauclerk,  pt  ii.  no.  2216>  a  copy  of  the  London  edition 
was  sold  for  only  3s,  6d.  It  may  be  here  observed^  that,  besides  a 
general  title  to  the  volume,  each  author  has  a  separate  title,  within  a 
splendid  border  of  twisted  columns,  enriched  with  vine  leaves.  Mr. 
GrenviUe  possesses  a  magnificent  copy  of  it,  upon  large  papsb^ 
bound  in  olive  coloured  morocco,  by  Lewis.  It  is  the  only  copy  of 
the  kind  which  I  remember  to  have  seen.  In  the  Harleian  library 
(BibL  Harl,  vol  iii.  no.  1)  there  appears  to  have  been  a  very  valua- 
ble copy  of  it,  enriched  with  ms.  notes :  and  in  the  library  of  the 
Royal  Institution  there  is  a  copy  of  the  Frankfort  edition  full  of  xd«. 
notes  by  Gale. 


'•  -J- 
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The  seventeenth  century  was  fertile  in  the  publica- 
tion of  Bodies  of  English  Histories;  and  the  lead  was 
taken  by  the  celebrated  antiquary,  Camden,  whose 
Anglica,  Normannica^  Hihernica,  et  Cambrica,  ap- 
peared at  Frankfort  in  1603,  fol.  The  historians  in- 
cluded in  this  valuable  volume,  are,  Asser  Menevensis, 
(reprinted  from  Archbishop  Parker's  Collection,  &c., 
see  p.  151,  ante)  Fragmentum  Anonymi^  de  vit.  CruiL 
Conquest. y  Thomas  Walsingham,  Thomas  de  la  MooTy 
Cruliebnus  Gemiiicensis,*  and  Glraldus  Cambrensis. 
This  volume  is  of  rare  occurrence,  and  worth  about 
SI.  13s.  6d.  I  apprehend  there  are  no  copies  of  it 
upon  large  paper. 

The  Norman  historians  received  ^^  a  fuller  and  closer 
attention  by  the  celebrated  Duchesne  ;  who,  in  1619, 
put  forth  a  magnificent  work,  in  folio,  entitled,  His- 
torice  Normannorum  Scriptores  Antiqui^  Sgc.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  editor  to  have  published  three 
volumes  of  these  historians  ;  but  the  present  was  all 
that  appeared.  Du  Fresnoy  is  wrong  in  mixing  up 
this  work  with  Duchesne's  other  publications  relating 
to  France.  The  work  is  rare,  and  appertains  equally 
to  the  Histories  of  France  and  England."  Such  are 
the  remarks  of  Du  Fresnoy  and  Niceron,  which  have 
been  partly  repeated  by  Debure,  in  the  Bibliog.  In* 
struct,  vol.  vi.  no.  5141.     See  also  Cat.  de  la  Serna 

•  Of  William  of  Jumieges,  the  present,  and  the  subsequent  edi- 
tion of  1619  (vide  post),  are  the  only  publications  of  his  text :  unless 
wc  except  a  short  extract  from  a  curious  ms.  of  him,  in  the  twelfth 
century,  which  the  editors  of  the  Recueil^  &c.  have  published  in  the 
eleventh  volume  of  that  celebrated  work.  Of  Giraldus  Camhrenm, 
this  is  the  second  impression  :  neither  this,  however,  nor  BoUifiint's 
tret  edition  of  him  in  1584,  contains  the  second  book,  *'  De  illauda- 
bilibus  Wallia.'' 
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SantandeTy  vol.  iii.  no.  4884.*  A  good  copy  of  this 
valuable  work  is  worth  41.  I4s.  6d. ;  but  copies  upon 
LARGE  PAPER  (which  appear  to  have  escaped  the 
notice  of  Mons.  Brunei)^  are  exceedingly  rare  and 
high  priced.  Such  a  copy  appears  to  have  been  in 
the  Gaignat,  Gouttard^  and  La  Valiiere  collections. 

*  Vogt,  m  his  usual  manner^  calls  it  *'  Liber  rarissimus,  et  in  pau- 
dssimis  bibliothecis  obvius.**  Catalog.  Libror,  Rarior*  p.  24S>  edit. 
1793.  But  it  is  not  uncommon  in  this  country.  Baron  Maseres 
(who  published  an  abridgement  of  this  work  in  1807)  observes  that 
''  the  tracts^  of  which  it  is  composed^  give  us  the  fuUest  and  most 
authentic  accounts  of  the  exploits  of  tfie  Normans  in  France,  Italy, 
and  England,  from  the  year  838  to  the  year  1920,  that  are  any  where 
to  be  found/'  At  the  end  of  Duchesne's  book  (which  contains  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  four  closely  printed  pages,  besides  a  pre- 
flBu:e  and  index),  there  are  genealogical  tables  entitled  ''  Familis 
Regum,  Ducum,  Comitum,  et  Aliorum  Nobilium,  que  in  hoc  volu- 
mine  deducuntur."  See  the  Censura  LUeraria,  vol.  i.  p.  31,  where 
there  is  a  good  account  of  Duchesne  and  his  labours.  But  Niceron 
{M^moires  des  Hommes  Illustres,  vol.  vii.  p.  323.-336),  is,  as  usual, 
copious  and  instructive.  Before  the  publication  of  his  Norman 
Historians,  Duchesne  had  published  his  History  of  England,  Scot- 
land,  and  Ireland,  in  1614,  folio,  in  the  French  language ;  of  which 
the  best  edition,  is  the  third:  published  in  1657»  2  vols,  folio.  But 
this  History  is  held  in  little  estimation. 

Baron  Maseres*  s  work  contains  select  passages  of  ten  pieces  from 
the  text  of  Duchesne's  Norman  writers,  with  ample  and  curious 
English  notes.  There  were  two  impressions  of  the  Baron's  book ; 
the  first  was  printed  for  private  distribution  only ;  the  second,  in 
1807,  4to.  for  public  sale.  See  the  Censura  Liter  aria,  vol.  i.  p.  28. 
Yet  I  may  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  the  cotemporaneous  but  ano- 
nymous historian  of  the  ''  Gesta  Stephani,  Anglorum  Regis,  et  Oomi- 
iis  Boloniensis,  who  is  said  by  the  editors  of  the  Recueil  des  Histo- 
riens  des  Gaules,  (vol.  xiii.  p.  4.)  to  be  *'  diffuse  to  excess^  and 
wholly  devoted  to  English  affairs" — and  who  is  printed  by  Duchesne, 
**  ex  veteri,  sed  imperfecto  et  semiexeso  Exemplari  Episcopi  Laudu- 
nensis,*'  &c. — is  not  incorporated  in  the  Baron's  work :  whioh,  ^ow^ 
ever,  is  of  considerable  use,  and  moderate  price. 
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It  will  also  be  fonnd  iu  the  libraries  of  our  printU 
pal  Collectors.  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Arch^  in  their 
recent  catalogae^  value  such  a  copy,  bound  in  russiti^ 
at  12/.  12^. 

We  now  approach  the  yet  more  distinguished  labours 
of  Sir  Roger  Twysden  ;  who,  in  his  Historias  AngU*- 
came  Scriptores  Decern,  1652,  folio,  gave  a  specimen 
•f  his  competency  for  finishing  the  fabric  of  British 
History,  of  which  Sir  Henry  Savile  had  laid  so  noble  a 
foundation.  Unluckily  this  work  was  never  com- 
pleted; but,  we  may  judge  from  what  has  appeared^ 
how  admirable  would  have  been  the  building  if 
finished  by  the  same  hands.  The  subjoined  note  may 
give  the  reader  a  notion  of  the  contents  and  character 
of  the  volume.*  A  good  sound  copy  of  it  may  be  worth 
abont  5/.  15^.  6d.  The  copies  on  large  paper  are 
very  rare ;  but  are  found  in  our  principal  private  col- 
lections. Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  mark  a  copy  of 
tins  description  at  14/.  14<9. 

The  last  body  of  authors,  connected  with  British 

^  It  contains  the  following  historians  : — 1 .  Simeon  Monachus  Du" 
nelmensU:  2.  Johannes  Prior  Hagustaldensis :  3.  Ricardus  Prior  Ijuid.: 
4.  Ailredus  Ahhas  Rievallensis :  5.  Radulphus  de  Diceto  LondoniennM : 
6.  Johannes  Brompton  Jomallensis :  7«  Gervasius  Monachus  DoroboT' 
nmsis:  8.  Hiomas  Stubbs  Dominicanus:  9.  Guilielmus  Thorn  Cantua^ 
rienms:  10.  Henricus  Knighton  Leicestrensis :  the  greater  part  of 
whom  are  treated  with  more  civility  by  Dr.  Henry  than  by  Bishop 
Nicolson.  There  is  a  preface  by  Twysden,  which  is  followed  by  a 
carioos  account  of  these  historians  now  first  published*'  by  Seidell. 
Heame  tells  us  that ''  even  the  Puritans  themselves,  affecting  to  be 
Maecenases,  with  Cromwell  at  their  head,  displayed  something  like 
a  patriotic  ardour  in  purchasing  copies  of  this  work  as  soon  as  It 
appealed.'*  Prefsu^e  to  his  Thomas  Otterboume  et  Johannes  Weihan^ 
§tede,  p.  16  to  24. 

The  body  of  the  work  concludes  at  col.  S768 1  after  whidi  tcXkm 

M 
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History^  put  forth  in  the  seventeenth  century^  .is  the 
well  known  collection  under  the  name  of  Gale  ;  with 
the  general  title  of  Rerum  Anglicarum  Scriptores 
VetereSj  1684-91,  in  three  folio  volumes.  Of  this 
collection,  indispensable  to  an  historical  library  of  any 
pretension,  the  first  volume  was  carefully  executed 
by  William  Fulman,  a  very  skilful  and  modest  editor, 
who  was  urged  to  the  undertaking  (as  a  continuation 
of  Sir  Roger  Twysden*s  plan)  by  Bishop  FelL*    The 

various  readings,  a  glossary  by  Somner,  an  index  renim^  &c.,  index 
cognominum>  index  authonim,  &c.>  and  a  leaf  of  errata.  All  these 
pieces'  have  not  the  pages  numbered ;  but  commence  at  Sign  US, 
and  end  on  the  reverse  of  the  second  leaf  after  Sign  Nn  3.  Mr.  Ham- 
per of  Birmingham  (whose  antiquarian  attainments,  and  readiness  of 
communication  on  all  subjects  connected  with  them,  need  not  my 
humble  notice,  informs  me  that  spme  copies  of  Twysden*s  book  are 
said  to  be  printed  at  Leyden,  by  the  Elzevirs,  and  others  in  Little 
Britain  by  Flesher,  at  the  expense  of  Cornelius  Bee.  He  describes 
his  own  copy,  by  the  former,  as  printed  upon  finer  paper.  A  list  of 
some  of  the  Mss.,  which  had  been  transcribed  for  publication  in  the 
INTENDED  SECOND  VOLUME  of  this  work,  will  be  found  in  KennettU 
Life  of  Somner,  p.  65,  &c. 

*  Both  Fulman  and  Fell  dying  not  long  after  the  appearance  of 
the  first  volume.  Dr.  Mill  urged  Thomas  Gale,  the  learned  editor  of 
Herodotus,  to  prosecute  the  work  3  who  put  forth  the  second  and 
third  volumes  in  the  years  1687-91,  (for  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
repeat  Fresnoy^s  account  about  the  priority  of  the  appearance  of 
these  latter  volumes,)  but  who  gained  very  little  credit  by  the 
undertaking,  as  they  were  acknowledged  to  abound  with  inaccuracies. 
The  ardour  of  Gale,  however,  stimulated  him  to  think  of  a  fourth 
volume  of  similar  matter,  in  which  Heame  thought  Otterboume 
would  have  been  included ;  but  the  then  unpropitious  state  of  public 
affairs  damped  his  enthusiasm,  and  the  design  was  dropped.  Heame*8 
pref.  to  Thomas  of  Otterboume,  &c.  Yet,  under  all  circumstances, 
these  volumes  are  very  precious  to  the  historical  antiquary,  especially 
the  first;  which  contains  the  foUowing  authors:  1.  Ingulfus: 
2.  Petri  Blesensis  Continuatio:  3.  Chronica  deMaUros:  4,  Annals 
Monast.  Burton:  5,  Historia  Croylandensis  Continuatio.   Oflngulph's 
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two  latter  volames  are  the  editorial  production  of 
Gale.    A  copy  in  fitir  condition^  is  worth  8/.  8s.    Of 

duioiui  history  of  Croyland  Abbej^  and  of  its  continuation  by  Pettr 
de  Blois  and  Edward  Abbas,  this  is  the  only  perfect  edition  extant: 
of  the  remaining  historical  works,  just  enumerated,  the  present  are 
the  ONLY  EDITIONS.  The  second  volume  presents  us  with  the  follow- 
ing: !•  Annales  Marganenses :  2,  Chrenicon  Thonue  Wikes:  3.  An* 
naUs  Waverl&enses  :*  4.  Historia  Galfridi  Vinesalvi:  5.  Historia 
WaUeri  de  Hemvngford,  Of  these  historical  pieces,  Richard  the 
First's  Journey  to  Jerusalem,  and  his  transactions  in  the  Holy  Land, 
by  Geoff.  Vinsauffe,  (which  has  received  the  commendation  of  Bale, 
Htts,  and  Selden),  are  the  more  curious  performances. 

Wikes  is  described  by  Dr.  Henry,  as  V  famous  for  the  variety 
and  extent  of  his  erudition)  and  the  present  is  the  only  impression 
of  his  chronicle.  Of  Walter  de  Hemingford  the  present  'is  only  a 
portion  of  his  work)  the  more  valuable  part  of  it  was  completed  by 
Heame.  The  third  volume  has  the  following  title-page:  Historia 
Britannicae,  Saxonicae,  Anglo-Danicae  Scriptores  XV.,**  &c.    viz* 


*  In  the  third  page  of  the  "  Testimonia"  prefixed  to  this  second  volume,  we  an 
■told  by  Gale,  speaking  of  the  Annals  of  Waverly,  that  the  author  seems  to  htfrtt 
been  contemporaneous  with  the  Norman  sra,  and  to  have  seen  William  the  First, 
ppse  testator  se  vidisse  Victorem  Normannum  et  fuisse  aliquando  in  ejus  curia, 
pw  134.]  This,  however,  is  exceedingly  erroneoas.  My  friend,  Mr.  Petrie,  Keeper 
of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London,  (and  to  whose  care  the  foundation  stone 
is  now  entrusted  to  raise  the  superstructure  of  a  body  of  our  national  hi^to- 
RiANS,)  informs  me,  that,  up  to  the  year  1120,  the  Annals  of  Waverly  are,  witk 
little  exception,  a  translation  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle;  and  so  close,  as  to  supply, 
in  two  or  three  instances,  the  gaps  left  by  Gibson.  There  exists  no  doubt  as  to 
tiw  priority  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle ;  for  the  MS.  (Vesp.  A.  xvi.)  is  in  the  same 
hand  from  the  year  1000  to  1201.  It  evidently  belonged  to  Waverly,  and  b  one 
of  those  compilations  which  became  so  frequent  in  the  thirteenth  century.  Gale 
was  therefore  mistaken  in  supposing  these  Annals  to  be  an  original  document  of 
the  eleventh  century.  Whatever,  therefore,  in  the  Cotton  MS.  referred  to  by 
Gale,  has  any  reference  to  the  age  of  the  conquest,  must  be  supposed  to  be  the 
language  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle.  And  yet  Gale  ventured  to  say  that  the 
writer  of  the  Cotton  MS.  '*  was  nearly  as  respectable,  in  point  of  antiquity,  aa 
lagnlph  himself,"  ["  ipsi  Ingulpho  de  antiquitate  vix  concessurus  rideatnr'^. 
lids  is  another  proof,  if  indeed  another  were  wanting,  of  the  many  errors,  mkk* 
conceptions,  and  ill-digested  accounts,  which  have  already  gone  abroad,  repecting 
the  MSS.  of  our  ancient  historians.  See  also  Gibbon*s  sensible  remarks  up(^  a 
iiew  e^iloia  of  our  historians,  in  hb  FofiAiMPiMw  IF»riv,.r^^^ 
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tbe  LARGB  PAPi^R^  I  have  known  a  very  fine  elo^jr  pro* 
dnce  Slil  l(fo.  I  apprehend  such  copies  t6  be  rartr 
than  those  of  the  preceding  works. 

In  the  eighteenth  century^  a  collection  of  English 
Historians^  by  Sparke,  under  the  title  of  *^  Historias 
jingiicanee  Scriptores  Varii  e  Codd  MSS,  nunc  prt" 
mum  editiy'  1723^  folio^  is  the  first  which  was  put 
forth.  The  contents  of  this  volume  are  not^  bdow.* 

1.  GUdas:  3.  Eddim:  3.  Nenniui:  4.  Asseriu8:f  5.  a  part  of  Smu 
Higden:  6.  WiU.  Malmesb.:  7.  Anonymus  Malmesh,:  8.  Anom/mm 
Rames, :  9.  Anontftnus  Ely  ens. :  10.  Thomas  Ely  ens, :  11.  Joan.  Wal^ 
Ungford:  13.  Bad  de  Diceto:  IS.  Anonymus  (De  Pkutitione  Pro- 
vincise) :  14.  Joan  For  dun :  15.  Alcwinus  Flaccus,  Of  these  impres* 
AoTM,  that  of  Gildas  is^  1  believe^  held  in  the  greatest  estimatloo. 
This  third  volume  was  separately  published,  with  a  fresh  title  pag^ 
printed  entirely  with  black  ink}  whereas  the  present  is  partly  in 
red.  Each  volume  has  an  index.  Reviews  of  these  three  volumes, 
as  they  were  published,  appeared  in  the  following  foreign  Journals : 
Acta  Eruditorum,  An.  1685,  p.  143  :  et  suppl.  torn.  i.  p.  8  :  NouveUe 
de  la  R^.  des  Lettres,  An.  1688 :  Juin.  p.  581 :  Aodt.  p.  813.  BibL 
Unioerselle,  torn.  xi.  p.  397*  My  authority  for  these  references 
is  Fabricius*s  Bibl.  Lat.  Med.  et  Inf.  JEtat  vol.  i.  p.  271.  edit. 
734,  8vo. 

^  This  volume,  which  is  elegantly  printed,  and  not  uncommon, 
contains  the  following  pieces ;  published  for  the  first  time :  1.  Chrom 
nicon  Johannis  Abbat.  St.  Pet.  de  Burgo :  2.  Chronicon  AngUcamim 
per  Rob.  de  Boston  ;  3.  Uistorus  Coenobii  Burgensis  Scriptores  Varii : 
(Quiaque)  4.  Vila  Scti  Thoma  Cantuariensis  a  W.  Stephanide. 
Sparke,  who  was  registrar  of  Peterborough  cathedral,  and  seems  to 
have  had  the  superintendence  of  Bishop  Kennett*s  MSS.  (now  in 
the  British  Museum)  intended  to  have  published  a  second  volume 
"  to  contain  Whittlesey's  life  of  Hereward,  Abbot  of  Peterborough, 
fOid  had  actually  engraved  the  arms  of  the  knights,  whose  fiefs  were 
iostituted  by  Abbot  Thorold  -,  but  he  died  in  1740."  Nifdiols's 
Antedates  of  Bwoyer,  p.  521,  524.    Of  the  largest  size  paper,  a  copy 


t  Mr.  Anyot  informs  me  that  the  work  of  Asser,  here  pablbhed,  is  not  the  li)^ 
W  Alfred,  biit  a  book  of  Annals  doubtfUly  ascribed  to  Um.        '     *'     '       ^"^ 
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It  is  obtainable  at  the  very  moderate  price  of  about 
IL  IQs.i  and  as  it  should  appear^  from  the  list  of  Sub- 
scribers^ that  there  were  three  different  sizes  of  paper 
upon  which  the  work  was  printed^  the  curious  prefer 
that  of  which  there  were  only  twenty ^Jive  copies  struck 
off— upon  a  very  large  paper^  and  which  may  be  worth 
somewhere  about  5/.  5^. 

It  remains  to  notice  the  last^  and  literally  thQ 
smallest  collection  of  our  more  ancient  historians^ 
which  was  edited  and  published  by  Bertram,  at 
Copenhagen,  in  1757^  8yo.^  and  which  may  be  justly 
considered  a  rare  book.  The  names  of  the  authors 
contained  in  it^  are^  1.  Ricardus  Corinensis ;  2.  Gildas 
Badonicus ;   3*  Nennius  BanchorensisJ*    There  is  a 

was  sold  at  Dr.  Heath*s  sale  for  41.  4«.  See  a  well  described  copf, 
of  this  kind^  in  the  Bibl.  Hohlyn.  pt.  ii.  499. 

*  From  a  MS.  remark  in  a  copy  of  this  work  in  the  libraiy  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  it  appears  that  ^*  the  tract  Ricardi  Corinensis 
de  Situ  Britan.  lib.  ii.  is  a  most  valuable  treasure  to  British  anti* 
quaries.  It  was  republished  with  a  translation,  and  commentary  in 
1809.  The  part  of  Gildas,  here  reprinted,  was  taken  from  a  Cam- 
bridge MS.  and  differs  occasionally  though  not  materially,  from  the 
fiist  edition  of  Polydore  VergQ,  in  1525,  ISmo.f    A  copy  of  it  will 


t  The  first  edition  of  Gildas's  history,  "  De  calamitate,  excidio,  et  conqueitB 
BdtuinuB,"  was  published  under  the  editorship  of  Polydore  Vergil,  who  wrote  a 
short  preface.  It  was  printed  at  the  expense  of  Cnthbert  Tonstal,  Bishop  of 
London ;  to  whom  P.  Vergil  dedicates  the  work.  From  the  preface,  the  editor 
does  not  describe  how  he  came  by  a  copy  of  the  original — but  he  says,  that  the 
hfshop  found  another  copy,  and  employed  his  friend  Ridley,  a  clergyman  (probably 
the  nme  as  was  afterwards  Bishop  of  London],  to  collate  the  two  MSS.  with  him- 
idf  (P*  V.}  .—There  is  yery  little  interesting  matter  in  Gildas.  But  if  the  yersion 
of  thisTenerable  historian,  which  was  put  forth  in  1638,  London,  12mo.  be  cor- 
rect, it  should  seem  that  Gildas  was  not  disposed  to  **  mince  the  matter"  with 
the  Ckrgy  in  those  days.  His  words  are  as  follow  :~'^  Britaine  hath  Priests,  favl 
pome  she  hath  that  are  unwise ;  very  many  that  Blinister,  bul  many  of  t|Mi 
impudent ;  Qearkes  shee  hath,  but  certaine  of  them  decritfhl  rafeners ;  Paston 
ym  they  are  called),  but  rather  wolves  prepared  for  the  sUnghter  of  soulo,  (for 
vhy,  they  proride  not  lor  the  comoMn  peoples  commodity,  but  cotel  rather  the 
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eopy  of  this  book  ia  the  British  Museum^  and  another 
tn  the  library  of  the  Royal  Institution.  In  the  latter 
library^  indeed^  will  be  found  a  choice  collection  of 
onr  ancient  historians;  many. copies  being  charged 
with  the  manuscript  notes  of  Thomas  Gale.  A  fair 
abpy  of  Bertram  may  be  worth  about  1/.  Is.  •* 

To  the  preceding  may  be  added  the  notice  of  a  few 
English  Historians  who  lived  in  the  twelfth^  thirteenth, 
and  fourteenth  centuries,  and  the  editions  of  whose 
works  preceded  those,  by  Thomas  Hearne,  of  other 
contemporaneous  writers.  Afterwards  we  may  com- 
mence the  list  of  our  Historians  and  Chroniclers  in  the 
order  in  which  they  were  printed.  First  of  Eadmbr  ; 
Whose  account  of  ^'  affairs  during  the  reigns  of  Wil- 
liam I.  and  IL  and  Henry  I.''  was  first  edited  by 
Selden,  in  a  thin  folio  volume,  in  1623 ;  which  volume 
is  obtainable  at  the  moderate  price  of  about  15^. 
Eadmer  is  a  trust-worthy  historian,  and  was  the  inti- 
mate friend  and  companion  of  St.  Anselm,  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  in  the  eleventh  century.* 

• 

be  found  in  Bill  Beauclerk,  pt.  ii.  no.  2211 :  Bibl  We$U  no.  3763  : 
Bihl.  Crofts,  no.  7269 :  and  Bibl  Tutei,  no.  436.  When  Lord  Spencer 
visited  Copenhagen  in  the  summer  pf  1822,  he  made  particular 
enquiries  for  the  MS.  from  which  the  Jirst  of  these  histories  was 
taken  -,  but  could  neither  discover  nor  hear  of  any  traces  of  its  ex- 
istence.   It  has  been  doubted  whether  all  ever  had  existence. 

*  The  editors  of  the  Recueil,  3rc.  describe  him  as  so  intensely  and 
•o  constantly  occupied  with  the  life  of  his  archiepiscopal  master,  tha 

glottony  of  Uieir  owne  bellies,]  possessing  the  houses  of  the  Church,  but  obtaining 
them  for  filthy  lucres  sake; . . .  and,  being  hoars«,  after  the  fashion  of  Bulls,  with 
tile  abundance  of  fatnesse,  and  miserably  prompt  to  all  unlawful!  actions ;  bearing 
tiiehr  countenances  arrogantly  aloft,  and  having  nevertheless  their  inward  senoee, 
trith  tormenting  and  gUawing  consciences,  depressed  downe  to  the  bottome, 
or  rather  to  bottomless  hell:  with  the  gaining  of  one  penny  glad,  and  with 
the  loss  of  the  like  sad,"  &c.  p.  184-188.  The  Epistle  of  OiUUu,  Londttlii 
1638,  12mo.'  ••.«• 
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Matthew  OP  Wbstminstbr  next  demands  our 
attention.  The  first  edition  of  him  was  published  in 
a  folio  volume  in  1567,  and  afterwards  in  1570,  by 
Thomas  Marsh:  a  book,  by  no  means  destitute  oi 
typographical  attractions.*  It  was  reprinted  at  Franker 
fort  in  1601,  with  an  index ;  and  this  latter  edition  is 
considered  to  be  preferable;  but  I  have  known  as 
much  as  21.  2s.  given  for  the  former.  To  this  Frank* 
£EMrt  edition  is  added  a  reprint  of  Florence  of  Wor« 
CESTER,  an  early  and  esteemed  Chronicler,  from  whom 
our  later  historians  have  largely  borrowed.  The^rst^ 
and  perhaps  the  most  accurate,  edition  of  this  desir« 
able  work,  is  contained  in  a  small  quarto  volume, 
dedicated  to  Lord  Burleigh  by  William  Howard,  and 
printed  at  London,  in  1592.  This  may  be  worth 
about  21.  2s.  and  the  reprint  21.  I2s.  6d. 

Matthew  Paris  is  the  last  historian  to  be  noticed  in 
this  particular  department ;  and  five  folio  editions  of 
his  Historia  Major ^  with  opuscula  of  other  historians,^* 

I 

he  ought  rather  to  be  numbered  with  the  HagiograpfU;  vol.  xiii.  pref. 
p.  4 :  agiun;  vol.  xi.  p.  lig.  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  the  only  copy 
of  this  book  upon  large  paper,  which  I  have  ever  seen.  It  had 
belonged  to  the  family  of  De  Thou. 

*  The  reader  may  consult  the  minute  description  of  both  editions 
which  are  given  in  our  Typog.  Jntiq,  vol.  iv.  p.  507,  512.  In  a  copy 
of  the  Frankfort  edition,  in  the  Royal  Institution,  is  the  following 
ms.  note— by  the  late  Joseph  Ritson :  "  The  dates  are  erroneous^ 
imaginary,  false  and  forged,  for  the  most  part,  in  both  books^ 
throughout."  In  the  collection  of  Mr.  Grenville  is  the  only  copy  of 
it  upon  LARGE  PAPER  (vcry  fincj  in  olive-coloured  morocco  binding) 
which  I  ever  saw. 

t  The  title  of  the  edition  of  1640  is  thus :  Matthai  Paris  MoruuM 
Alhanensis  Historia  Major :  et  cum  Bogeri  Wendoveri,  Willielmi  Ri»^ 
hangeri,  &c.  Historus  Chronicisque  MSS.  Huic  Editioni  accesserwU 
Ditorum  Offarum  Merciorum  Regum ;  et  viginti  trium  Ahbatium  ^ 
jiUfoni  FiUB,  &c.    The  editor  was  Wats.    It  contains  the  prefii^ 
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attest  the  importance  of  his  labours.  The  first  edi* 
tion  appeared  in  this  country  in  1571 ;  the  second  at 
Zurich,  in  1606 ;  the  third  at  London^  in  1640 ;  the 
fourth  in  1644^  at  Paris  ;  and  the  fifth,  again  at  LfOn* 
don,  in  1684.  Of  these,  the  third  is  the  most  usually 
purchased  edition ;  and  copies  upon  largb  paper  are 
of  very  rare  occurrence.  If  I  did  not  bear  in  mind 
Mr.  Grenville's  copy  of  this  kind,  which  had  belonged 
to  Jacob  Joye,  I  should  say  that  a  similar  copy  at 
Althorp  was  unrivalled.  I  recommend  the  edition  of 
1684,  although  it  be  not  the  popular  one. 

Reserving  the  mention  of  other  historians,  in  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  to  the  editions  of 
them  given  by  Hearne,  (under  the  head  of  Hearne's 

of  the  edition  of  1571.  I  observe  a  large  paper  copy  of  the  Parisian 
edition  of  1644,  to  be  marked  at  61,  6s,  in  the  last  catalogue  of 
Messrs.  Arch.  Perhaps,  a  designation  of  the  contents  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  edition  of  1684  may  be  useful  to  the  Collector.  After 
page  861,  are  ''  various  readings'*  upon  the  foregoing  history ;  with 
a  preface,  which  begins  at  Sign,  A,  and  ends  at  Sign.  K :  then  follow 
notes  and  animadversions  upon  the  same,  ending  on  the  reverse  of 
the  first  leaf  affcer  Sign,  N.  Then  an  index  at  Sign,  0. — ^Then  four 
indexes,  ending  on  the  recto  of  the  first  leaf  after  Sign.  Aa,  None  of 
these  pieces,  from  p.  861,  have  the  pages  numbered.  Next  cornea  a 
fresh  title  page,  dated  1683,  of  the  lives  of  the  two  Ofo,  kings  of 
the  Mercians,  ending  at  page  988,  but  containing  a  preface,  notes, 
and  index,  with  the  pages  of  these  latter  three  pieces  not  numbered. 
Then  the  lives  of  the  twenty-three  abbots  of  St.  Albans,  as  ^  as  p. 
990.  Then  the  Additamenta,  beginning  abruptly  at  p.  1073,  and 
ending  at  1 134 :  next  the  Auctarium  Additamentonim,  ending  at 
1175.  Then  the  Glossarium,  Sign,  *1  to  Sign,  *7>  concluding  with 
a  short  "  Index  Rerum,"  and  "  Index  Cognominum,**  This  glossary 
and  index  have  the  pages  not  numbered. 

The  intention  of  translating  this  valuable  historian,  into  our  own 
tongue— «s  a  companion  to  the  William  of  Malmesbury,  noticed  at 
p.  154,  ante— is,  I  believe,  now  abandoned.  It  was  entertained  by  a 
gentleman  in  every  respect  competent  to  execute  such  a  tadL 
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PtfiCBs)  I  proceed  at  once  to  the  notice  of  the  Chro^ 
qfPraissart  and  Manstrelet,  the  latter  of  which 
US  into  the  fifteenth  centnry  : — from  whence 
the  path,  to  these  our  present  times,  is  obvious  and 
straight  forward.  First,  then,  of  Froissart.  In  the  se- 
lection of  this  author,  let  me  press  strongly  upon  '^  the 
Young  Man's''  attention,  the  importance,  the  instruc- 
tiveness,  and  the  neyer-£&iling  source  of  amusement, 
of  his  history :  which  has  alike  endeared  the  author 
to  the  antiquary,  the  man  of  taste,  and  even  to  the 
lover  of  romantic  lore.  The  pages  of  Froissart  ex- 
hibit a  perfectly  natural  and  pleasing  picture.  Con- 
versations, skirmishes,  battles — the  country,  the  town 
— scenes  within  the  tent,  the  palace,  or  the  church— 
the  quiet  of  pastoral  occupations,  or  the  tumult  of  a 
popular  assembly — these,  and  every  thing  which  be 
touches,  are  hit  off  in  a  manner  the  most  simple  and 
striking  imaginable ;  and  severe  indeed  must  be  that 
taste,  and  fastidious  that  feeling,  which  shall  deny  to 
the  pages  of  this  historian  the  merit  of  great  interest^ 
candour,  and  apparent  fidelity.  His  episodes  are 
occasionally  delightful,  and  it  is  evident  that  he  wac 
fond  of  them.  He  has  also  a  peculiar  art  in  suspend- 
ing the  main  narrative,  (where  the  interest  is  becom- 
ing more  and  more  intense,)  by  the  relation  of  a  nunb- 
ber  of  little  circumstances  which  only  makes  us  return 
to  it  with  a  keener  appetite. 

But  it  must  not  be  concealed  that  Froissart  is^ 
after  all,  a  little  bit  of  a  gossiper :  that  he  relates 
stories,  sometimes  frivolous  of  themselves,  and  some- 
times told  at  second  hand;  that  he  is  frequently 
prolix,  when  he  should  be  concise ;  and  concise  when 
he  should  be  copious  ;  that  many  parts  of  his  narra- 
tive might  have  been  spared,  and  that  there  are  errors 
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and  omissions  which  excite  the  wrath  of  the  critic; 
and  the  regret  of  the  antiquary.  But  this  is  little 
better  than  a  statement  of  the  common  lot  of  huma- 
nity ;  and  is  only  equivalent  to  the  declaration  that 
the  pages  of  Froissart  are  not  pbrfegt. 

His  facts^  or  the  events  described  by  him^  may  in 
general  be  depended  upon.  Froissart  has  been  ac- 
cused of  partiality  towards  the  English ;  but  this 
accusation  must  always  be  estimated  according  to 
the  quarter  whence  it  comes.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  Froissart  has  admirably  described  the  campaigns 
of  our  Edward  upon  the  Continent^  when  the  British 
arms  were  covered  with  glory ;  when  a  spirit  of  cbi- 
valry^  amounting  to  the  romantic^  stirred  every  breast, 
and  nerved  every  arm.  The  splendors  of  Cressy  and 
Poictiers  are  but  slightly  shaded^  if  at  all,  by  the 
achievements  of  Agincourt  and  Waterloo ;  although  it 
cannot  be  denied  that,  in  its  results,  the  latter  victory 
has  scarcely  a  parallel  in  the  world.  The  truth  is,  that 
France,  towards  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
had  weak  Princes,  with  a  crowd  of  Nobles,  who  were 
jealous  of  each  other,  and  were  alike  prodigal  of  their 
own  wealth,  and  of  the  blood  and  lives  of  their  vassals. 
Yet  there  were  great  and  towering  spirits  among  the 
French  Noblesse  at  that  period.  Gaston  de  Foix,  the 
personal  friend  of  Froissart  and  the  patron  of  his  his- 
torical work,  leaves  all  competition  at  a  distance. 
Compared  with  him,  even  Sir  John  Chandos  becomes 
but  an  attendant  Knight.  Indeed  it  were  difficult  to 
mention  an  historian  whose  pages  are  more  richly 
emblazoned  with  feats  of  chivalry,  than  are  those  of 
Froissart.  He  is  the  most  picturesque  of  all  Chron- 
iclers. 

ITie  populairity  of  his  work,  in  the  XVth  century. 
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wa6  without  bonnds.  Not  a  baronial  mansion^  or  atf- 
Hotel  de  Ville,  but  what  could  boast  of  a  transcript 
of  Froissart  in  its  library ;  and  almost  every  su^ 
transcript  was  adorned  by  the  pencil  of  the  illumi*> 
nator.*  It  was  however  natural  to  suppose  that,  a» 
soon  as  the  Art  of  Printing  was  established  in  Francei 
the  impatience  of  the  French  would  call  for  an  edition 
of  their  favourite  historian  ;  but  it  seems  pretty  cer« 
tain  that  nearly  twenty  years  were  suffered  to  elapse 
between  the  appearance  of  the  Chroniques  de  St. 
DenySy  and  the  first  impression  of  Froissart,  by  Ve- 
rard  and  Regnault,  in  conjunctioni^ — the  latter,  quite 

*  In  the  great  foreign  private  Collections,  which  have  been  dis- 
persed  by  public  auction,  the  libraries  of  the  Duke  de  La  Valliere 
and  the  Prince  de  Soubise  contained  the  finest  Mss.  of  Froissart. 
The  copy,  in  the  latter  collection,  became,  I  believe,  the  property  of 
the  late  Mr.  Johnes — and  yet  slumbers  in  the  unexplored  retirement 
of  Hafod.  But  the  transcribers  of  these  splendid  Mss.  of  Froissaii 
were  sometimes  ''  joUy  fellows.'*  Witness,  the  subscription  to  the 
magnificent  copy  in  the  Soubise  collection,  just  mentioned  :  which 
was  executed  very  shortly  after  the  death  of  the  Chronicler. 

Raoul  Tanguy  qui  point  n*£St  tvrb 
A  lantern  accon^lit  ce  Hvre 
Le  Mardi  quatrihne  jour  de  luillet. 
Puis  ALLA  BOiRE  che:^  Tabouret 
Aoec  Pylon,  et  autres  Caterveaux 
Qui  aiment  OngnonSf  Trippes,  et  Aulx. 

Incur  own  public  libraries  there  are  several  beautifully  illumip 
nated  Mss. :  but  none  of  greater  splendour  than  that  in  the  Britidii 
Museum,  and  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Society — ^which  latter,  how- 
ever, is  unfortunately  imperfect. 

+  The  first  edition  of  the  throniques  de  France  appellees  chroniquei 
de  5.  Denys  were  published  by  Pasquier  Bonhomme  in  1476,  fblio,' 
3  volumes.  See  Supplement  to  the  Bibliotheca  Spenceriana,  18d9> 
8vo.  p.  111.  Verard  reprinted  these  Chronicles  in  1493,  and  Eustace 
in  1514  J  of  both  of  which  latter  impressions,  there  are  copies  ujpoh 


177  HI8T0BY, 

at  the  condusioik  of  the  XVth  century.  la  the  six« 
teenth  century^  however,  ample  amends  were  made 
for  the  n^ligence  of  the  previous  century ;  and  the 
presses  of  Le  Noir  and  Eustace  put  forth  magnificent 
editions  of  their  favourite  Chronicler.  Speaking  so- 
berly and  critically,  I  must  advise  ^'  the  Young  Man** 
to  rest  satisfied  with  the  edition  of  1559,  superintended 
and  corrected  by  Denis  Sauvage  ;  but  I  scarcely 
know  how  to  refrain  from  urging  him  to  let  no  oppor- 
tunity pass — provided  his  means  allow  of  it — to  secure 
a  good  old  MS.,  whether  illuminated  or  not ;  an4  the 

TBLLUM :  of  exceedingly  rare  occurrence  and  high  price.  See  the 
Macarthy  Catalogue,  vol.  ii.  p.  100.  The  very  first  edition  of  Frois- 
8Bit,  in  the  French  language,  is  yet  perhaps  a  moot  point.  Fontette 
is  not  only  indedsive,  but  somewhat  superficial.  Clement^  Bi&<« 
Curieu$e,  voL  viii.  p.  473^  &c.  and  Meuselius^  Biblioth,  Historica,  voL 
yii.  part  ii.  p.  91  >  may  be  consulted  with  respect  to  Verard's  editioo. 
The  former  is  copious  and  interesting.  See  also  BibL  Krohn,  no. 
249.  At  the  Valliere  sale,  the  vellum  copy  of  Verard*s  edition,  which 
had  been  Gaignat's)  was  sold  for  920  livres.^  Consult  also  Brunei 
vol.  ii.  p.  57*  See  also  01dys*s  British  Librarian,  p.  73,  and  BibL 
West.  no.  4096,  for  Le  Noir*s  impression  of  1503.  The  edition  of 
Eustace,  of  15 14,  was  unknown  even  to  De  Bure.  The  copy  of  it 
UPON  VELLUM,  formerly  in  the  Soubise  collection,  is  now  the  chief 
ornament  of  the  Hafod  library.  It  was  obtained  at  the  sale  of  Mr. 
Faris*s  library  for  ISOL  The  varieties  and  apparent  discrepancies 
in  the  early  editions  of  Froissart  are  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Greswd  in 
hiB  Annals  of  Parisian  Typography,  p.  224-5.  At  Althorp  there  are 
beautiful  copies^  upon  paper,  of  the  Chroniques  de  St.  Denis,  and 
Froissart's  Chronicles,  each  by  Eustace,  in  1514,  folio;  and  at 
Spencer  House  there  is  a  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  St.  Denis.    The 


*  niis  copy  was  purcliased  by  Count  Macarthy.  The  fint  rolume  wii  in  bad 
eonditloii.  The  Count  was  lucky  enough  to  get  possession  of  anoiker  first  voInnM 
(also  upon  yellum)  which  was  adorned  with  a  greater  number  of  illuminationB  t 
and  the  copy,  with  the  discarded  original^nt  volume,  produced  the  weighty  tmn 
of  4250  francs  at  the  sale  of  the  Count's  library.  It  was  purchased  for  tihft  WofA 
LfiMiaryol France.  .,    i< 
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black  letter  impression  by  Verard  or  Eustace.* 
sart,  to  a  well  verised  French  scholar^  is  a  comfiurt 
and  delight  in  any  ancient  shape ;  and  whatever  bi 
the  boast  of  our  ingenious  and  enlightened  neiglH 
bours^  there  \i  no  printed  edition  of  this  historian^  in 
his  vernacular  tongue,  so  entirely  correct^  as  is  the 
English  version  of  him  by  the  late  Mr.  Johnes. 

His  necessarily  brings  me  to  the  notice  of  our  own 
Translations  of  the  Chronicler  under  consideration: 
And  first,  of  that  by  Lord  Brrners.  A  soldier,  a 
statesman,  and  a  scholar,  this  nobleman  was  singu<« 
larly  well  adapted  for  the  task  which  be  undertook. 
Indeed,  considering  the  period  of  its  completion,  it 
was  a  sort  of  literary  miracle.  '^  In  imitating  the 
style  of  his  Original,  Lord  Berners*s  translation  bc:^ 
comes  peculiarly  valuable  to  an  English  reader.  His 
version  is  faithfal,  but  not  servile ;  and  he  imitates  the 
spirit  and  simplicity  of  the  original,  without  allowing 
us  to  discover,  from  any  deficiency  in  either  of  these 
particulars,  that  his  own  work  is  a  translation."    This 

leader  wiU  witness  a  rich  harvest  of  early  veUum  copies  of  the 
French  Chroniclers  in  the  Macarthy  Catsdogue,  voL  ii.  p.  100-5. 

*  If  Verard  and  Eustace  are  beyond  the  search — or  the  pocket— of 
the  Collector,  let  him  sit  quietly  and  contentedly  down  with  the  four 
fDHoSj  in  the  black  letter,  printed  by  Couteau  and  Regnault,  for  Jetm 
Tetii,  in  1530 :  especially  as^  according  to  De  Bure,  the  impressioil 
of  1559  has  by  no  means  superseded  the  use  of  the  previous  ones  j 
fbr  Denis  Sauvage  is  not  free  from  the  imputation  of  frequent  inae-* 
curacy.  I  have  in  vain  searched  fbr  a  large  paper  of  the  edition  bf 
1559^  and  I  conclude  that  it  is  not  in  existence  :  inasmuch  as  De 
Thou's  copy  of  it  (now  in  the  richly  stored  library  of  Mr.  G.  Hib- 
bert)  is  upon  small  paper.  I  am  aware  that,  of  the  subsequent  edi« 
tion  of  1574,  there  are  large  paper  copies  —  to  match  with  the  Mon* 
Btielet^  so  temptingly  described  in  an  ensuing  note ;  but  even  of  tUs 
ilftfcler  edition^  Brunei  tells  us  he  has  seen  only  one  copy.  Can  it  b6 
so  sctroe  >  Messrs.  Arch  mark  such  a  copy  at  j£l4.  148.    A  mm 
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18  the  opinion  of  one/  who  has  read  every  sentence  of 
the  work  which  he  criticises.  The  version  of  Lord 
Bemers  first  appeared  in  two  folio  volumes/from  the 
press  of  Pynsan,  in  the  years  1523-1525^  and  a  perfect 
or  genuine  copy  of  this  book  is  of  the  very  rarest 
occarrence^-especially  in  a  fine  condition.  The  lat* 
ter  part  of  the  second  volume  is  frequently  ^^  made 
up*'  from  the  reprint  by  Middleton,  without  date.-f* 
But  he  who  has  the  reprint  of  1812^  4to.  two  vols. 

Mtkn  of  the  Chronicles  of  this  incomparable  historian  is  now  in  a 
course  of  publication^  in  fifteen  octavo  vorumes  at  Paris.  It  is  the 
result  of  a  more  careful  comparison  of  the  MSS.  previously  examin^ 
and  of  others  recently  discovered :  so  as  to  make  it^in  all  respects^ 
tlie  preferable  edition  for  a  library.  For  the  comfort  of  the  less 
faiitiated  in  ancient  orthography^  the  modem  mode  of  spelling  is 
adopted ;  but  where  any  word  of  doubtfid  construction  occurs,  that 
word  is  also  given  between  brackets.  It  forms  one  work  in  a  glori* 
ous  plan^  recently  projected,  of  republishing  all  the  old  French  Chro- 
nicles—including those  of  St.  Denis,  Monstrelet,  and  the  Petitbs 
Chroniques  :  in  sixty  octavo  volumes,  in  the  whole.  The  price 
of  the  new  edition  of  Froissart  is  9«.  per  volume.  The  publishers 
are  Messrs.  Treuttel  and  Wiirtz. 

*  The  Editor  of  the  reprint  of  Pynson*s  first  edition  of  1593-5 ;  of 
both  of  which,  see  above. 

t  A  complete  bibliographical  description  of  the  editions  of  Lord 
Bemers*s  version,  by  Pynson  and  Middleton,  may  be  found  in  the 
recent  edition  of  our  Typographical  Antiquities,  vol.  ii*  p.  508-10; 
▼ol.  iii.  p.  552-3.  A  good  sound  copy  of  this  kind  is  in  the  library 
at  Blickling,  in  Norfolk  5  see  p.  30,  ante  5  but  my  friend  Mr.  Hib- 
bert  possesses  one  of  the  very  soundest  and  most  desirable  copies 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  mark  a  copy 
**  very  neat  in  russia,*'  at  212.  Middleton's  edition  is  said  to  be  an 
absolutely  lineal  reprint  of  Pynson's.  As  to  the  black  letter  pirated 
reprint  of  P3mson,  I  own  that  I  have  no  faith  whatever  in  its  exist- 
ence. In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  there  were  few  or  no  ''  Pirates  ** 
in  printing  offices.  That  marauding  system  was  reserved  for  the 
present  enlightened  period. 
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may  rest  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  has  the  text  of 
Lord  Berners  as  correctly  given  as  in  the  first  edition 
by  Pynson,  with  a  great  number  of  proper  names^  in 
places  and  persons^  corrected  into  the  bargain.  If, 
however,  the  "  Young  Man '  sigh,  and  sigh  deeply^ 
for  the  oak-bounden  impression  of  Pynson,  he  must 
purchase  it — ^but  with  caution  and  previous  collation. 
In  other  respects,  the  russia-coated  binding  of  the 
edition  of  1812  has  many  advantages  over  its  sable 
predecessor. 

The  name  of  Johnes  is  so  coupled  with  that  pi 
Froissart,  that  I  should  not  stand  excused  either  to 
myself,  or  to  the  public,  if  I  did  not  introduce  it  with 
the  honourable  notice  which  it  merits.  Nearly  three 
centuries  had  elapsed  since  the  death  of  the  firs^ 
English  translator  of  Froissart,  before  any  other  can* 
didate,  in  the  same  field  of  literary  fame,  presented 
himself  as  the  Editor  of  the  historian  in  question. 
Fortunately  for  the  second,  and  recently  deceased^ 
translator,  he  brought,  to  the  task  which  he  under- 
took, not  only  a  fair  stock  of  knowledge  of  the  original 
language  in  which  the  *work  was  written,  but  leisure, 
opportunity,  taste,  and  a  devotional  ardour,  which  haa 
never  been  surpassed.  He  erected  a  press,  from  which 
press  issued  Froissart,  Monstrelet,  De  Brocquiere,  and 
Joinville.*    The  public  were  equally  delighted  and 

• 

*  llie  first  edition  of  Mr.  Johnes*s  Froissart  was  in  the  year  1803, 
in  4  vols.  4to. :  containing  outlines  of  illuminations  of  some  of  the 
more  precious  MSS.  consulted.  Of  this  edition,  as  well  as  of  the 
suhsequent  versions  by  Mr.  Johnes,  there  were  about  twenty-five 
copies  struck  off  in  a  folio  form— the  press  being  re-*ci— with  dupli- 
cate impressions  of  the  plates  coloured  after  the  originals.  These 
copies  have  been  sold  at  very  high  prices.  At  this  moment  there  is 
a  most  splendid  one,  in  the  binding  of  C.  Lewis^  at  Mr.  R.  Trijh- 
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instrooted  by  these  productions ;  and  Froissart^  the 
first  in  order^  and  the  only  author  just  uaw  necessary 

hook*8.  There  have  been  also  two  octavo  editions,  or  re-impressionSj 
of  Mr.  Johne8*8  Froissart— each  in  twelve  volumes,  with  the  same 
plates :  and  I  believe  I  am  speaking  correctly,  in  saying,  that  neither 
of  these  octavo  editions  are  now  of  common  occuirence.  Such  ere 
the  unqualified  testimonies  in  favour  of  the  historian  himself,  and  of 
I^r.  Jobnes's  version  of  his  text.  For  an  interesting  account  of  Mr, 
Jdhnes's  labours,  consult  the  E^b.  Review,  vol.  v.  p.  347-  With 
MoNSTRBLBT,  as  an  historian  of  English  matters,  we  have  less  to 
do;  I  recommend  only  the  folio  edition  of  Denis  Sauvage,  1572,  or 
Bfr,  Johne8*s  version,  in  1809,  4to.,  with  very  much  abler  outline 
flhistraiions  than  those  in  Froissart.  But  I  should  be  guilty  of  aa 
almost  flagrant  act  of  omission,  if  I  did  not  inform  my  *'  Young 
Bian  '*  of  the  rarity  and  value  of  large  paper  copies  of  the  edition  of 
I>enis  Sauvage.  De  Thou*s  copy  of  this  kind— belonging  to  the  late 
Colonel  Stanley,  was  in  the  collection  of  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  Bart, 
but  that  intrepid  Baronet  paid  1361.  for  its  acquisition.  See  the 
BitL  Decam,  vol.  ii.  p.  478 1  vol.  iii.  p.  81.  It  is  probable  that  Mr. 
Evans's  itimulatmg  note  might  have  been  the  cause  of  such  a  Ji^gh 
pdce  given.  Mr.  Evans  has  since  told  me,  that  having  had  a  strong 
impression  upon  his  miAd  that  this  copy  was  not  only  upon  laige 
paper,  but  upon  paper  of  a  superior  quality,  he  resolved  on  visiting 
Paris,  to  have  this  point  determined — and  found,  on  examination  of 
the  copy  in  the  Royal  Library  there,  that  his  conjecture  was  con- 
firmed. Mr.  Hibbert  has  a  very  fine  laige  paper  copy,  in  two  vo* 
lunes,  bound  in  red  morocco,  which  had  belonged  to  ^  *  *  :  and 
at  Blickling,  there  is  a  beautiful  similar  copy,  in  three  volumes, 
bound  in  white  calf,  which  had  belonged  to  Maittaire.  It  is  the  cori' 
dUion  of  these  large  paper  copies  which  determines  their  value :  as 
they  are  by  no  means  of  rare  occurrence.  I  proceed  briefly  to  the 
mention  of  the  Mhtoires  de  Joinville  (a  contemporary  of  St.  Louis,  or 
Lpujs  IX.,  at  the  end  of  the  Xlllth  century) — also  translated  by  Mr. 
Jghnes ;  but  of  which  the  best  edition,  in  French,  is  that  by  Messrs* 
M^lot,  SaUier,  and  Capperonnier,  In  1761,  folio ;  although  Ducange's 
edition  of  1668  should  be  consiUted  for  its  ingenious  notes.  The 
edition  of  1761  is  very  fine,  and  copies  upon  laboe  paper  are  by  no 
means  uncommon. 

Having  thus  entered  upon  those  portions  of  older  French  History,  ^ 
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Co  be  noticed,  as  connected  with  our  history  during 
the  pei*iod  which  it  embraces  is,  at  this  moment^  peiv 
haps,  as  great  a  favourite  as  Rapin  and  Hume.  You 
meet  with  him  in  the  stately  folio,  bulky  quarto,  or 
portable  octavo  form,  in  the  libraries  of  almost  every 
well  educated  Englishman. 

in  which  frequent  mention  is  made  of  our  own  country^  I  may  be 
penonitted  to  recommend  Les  Grandes  Chroniques  de  Bretaigne,  com* 
potees  en  langaigefrancoys}  Paris>  S.  de  la  Roche>  &c.  1514.  This 
is  the  first  edition  ;  of  which  the  second  appeared  (with  the  name  of 
the  author^  Alain  Bouchard)  in  1518^  folio-— each  in  the  Gothic 
letter.  The  late  Daines  Barrin^on^  (in  a  copy  of  the  first  edition, 
once  in  my  possession)  said  '^  This  Chronicle  seems  to  contain  more 
particulars  with  regard  to  what  is  called  the  fobulous  part  of  English 
History,  than  any  other,  either  English  or  French,  which  I  have 
happened  to  meet  with.**  This  may  be  true  enough ;  and,  as  a  proof 
of  it,  Du  Fresnoy  classes  the  work  amongst  the  Romances  of  chi- 
TaLry.  Of  course^  no  English  historical  collection  can  be  complete 
iHthout  the  Memoirs  of  P.  De  Comines  ',  of  which  I  shall  not  quar* 
id  with  either  the  ''  Young  Man,**  or  "  the  Old  Man**  (should  the 
latter  be  fortunate  enough  to  have  sufficiently  good  eyes)  if  either 
should  make  much  of  a  beautiful  large-margined  copy  of  the  Elzerir 
edition  of  1648,  12mo. — whereof  I  have  seen  several  of  considerable 
price.  The  printers  profess  to  have  examined  the  following  editions : 
1585,  by  I.  G.  no  date  or  place :  1526,  at  Lyons,  by  Nourri :  1546, 
at  Paris,  by  Mesuiere  :  and  1549,  at  Paris,  by  Thibout.  At  the  end 
of  the  Eighth  Book  there  is  a  short  explanation  of  17  pages  of  diffi- 
cnlt  passages  which  occur  relating  to  the  wars  of  Charles  Vll.-— 
followed  by  the  Table  of  principal  matters,  or  chapters,  as  before. 
But  the  best  edition  is  that  of  1747>  4to.  4  vols,  by  Du  Fresnoy : 
and  let  the  curious  look  well  to  the  portrait  of,  and  Dedication  to. 
Marshal  Saxe — both  of  which  were  suppressed.  Nor  will  I  quarrel 
with  the  folio  edition  of  1649 ;  and  still  less  with  some  of  the  eorlier 
editions,  in  the  black  letter,  from  1523  to  1600.  Brunet  speaks  of  a 
tempting  copy,  upon  vellum,  of  the  edition  of  1534,  in  the  Royal 
Library  at  Paris.  But  what  vellum  copy  of  a  bhu:k  letter  edition  of 
fSi  €Ad  bistoriani  or  chronicler  is  not  tempting  V 
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The  order  of  these  researches  has  at  length  brought 
UB  to  the  period  of  the  invention  of  printing  ;  and^ 
With  it^  to  that  of  a  series  of  publications  under  the 
denomination  of  Chronicles,  Annals,  Memoirs^ 
Memorials,  &c.  which  render  the  collection  of  Bri- 
tish History,  (as  those  publications  appeared  in  the 
sixteenth  and  following  centuries,)  a  work  of  con- 
siderable labour,  but  of  scarcely  less  amusement,  and 
of  almost  endless  variety.  I  will,  therefore,  com- 
mence i;nth  the  Chronicles — a  popular  branch  of  col- 
lecting— and  go  through  the  series  of  them ;  or  rather 
notice  the  most  distinguished  Chroniclers,  from  Caxton 
to  Strutt.  I  am  aware  that  the  names  of  Peter  Lang^ 
tqffi  and  Robert  of  Glocester  stand  the  earliest  in  the 
list  of  our  Chroniclers  ;  buti  shall  reserve  the  men- 
tion of  them  till  I  come  to  the  account  of  the  Pieces 
published  by  Thomas  Hearne,  who  was  their  first  and 
only  £ditor.  It  is  true  that,  in  taking  up  the  series  of 
Annals,  Memorials^  &c.  I  shall  often  have  to  retread 
the  same  path,  chronologically  speaking ;  but  this  is 
of  subordinate  consequence.  Any  plan  is  better  than 
no  plan :  and  discussions  and  disputes  about  ^^  sys- 
tems" are  interminable.  "  To  begin"  therefore  ^^  at  the 
beginning"— with  a  Chronicle,  which  was  printed  in 
1480  by  the  father  of  the  British  Press,  and  hence  de- 
rives its  name  of  Caxton's  Chronicle.  To  this  work 
is  usually  subjoined  The  Description  of  Britain ;  and 
a  fair  and  perfect  copy  of  these  two  works  is  an  ac- 
quisition of  very  rare  occurrence.*    This  book,  was 

*  These  publications  have  been  so  fully  described  in  the  first 
▼olume  of  the  recent  edition  of  our  Typographical  Antiquities,  p.  85> 
that  I  may  here  only  refer  the  reader  to  such  description.  To  obtaw 
a  sound  and  perfect  copy  of  both^  or  of  either^  is  a  circumstance  of 


*• 
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reprinted  four  times  in  the  fifteenth  century ;  namely, 
in  the  Abbey  of  St.  Alban's  in  1483 ;  by  Machlinia, 
without  date,  but  probably  within  a  year  or  two  of 
the  preceding;  by  Gerard  de  Leeu,  at  Antwerp,  in 
1493  ;  and  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  in  1497.  It  should 
however  be  noticed,  that  the  reprints  in  the  Abbey  of 
St.  Alban's,  by  Machlinia,  and  by  Gerard  de  Leeu,  do 
not  contain  the  Description  of  Britain.* 

BO  ordinary  occurrence.  Heame  expatiates  very  feelingly  upon  their 
rarity  and  value ;  supposing  (but  a  little  loosely)  that  not  more  than 
120  copies  were  printed.  "  They  do  well  (adds  he)  who  buy  them 
at  any  price  ;  and  none  but  blockheads  would  part  with  even  a  frag- 
ment of  them— K)n  the  ground^  forsooth^  that  the  language  is  a  little 
old-fashioned  ?*'  Consult  his  ThonuB  Caii  Find,  Antiq.  Oxon,  vol.  ii. 
p.  802  'j  and  Robert  of  Glocesier^  vol.  i.  p.  Ixxxii.  At  the  sale  of  the 
Alchome  Library^  in  1813>  no.  168,  a  copy  of  the  Chronicle  alone^ 
with  **  the  first  leaf  of  the  table  and  one  leaf  of  the  text  supplied  by 
manuscript^"  was  purchased  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  for  sixty  gui* 
neas.  At  the  sale  of  the  Towneley  Library^  a  copy  of  The  Descrip- 
tion of  Britain^  alone,  was  purchased  for  the  Royal  Library  at  the 
weighty  cost  of  eighty  guineas.  Lord  Spencer  possesses  a  most  desi- 
rable and  perfect  copy  of  each  of  these  books^  in  the  same  volume* 
88  they  were  doubtlessly  originally  printed.  Perhaps  the  largest 
and  finest  copy  of  each  (in  the  same  volume,  old  binding)  is  in 
the  archiepiscopal  library  at  Lambeth  ;  but  an  ancient  ms.  memo- 
rendum  informs  me  that  the  Chronicle  is  slightly  imperfect  in  the 
middle. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  that,  in  the  rage  for  reprinting  old 
English  Chronicles,  which  obtained  several  years  ago,  the  Publishers 
should  not  have  commenced  with  this  most  ancient,  most  curious, 
and  least  bulky  text  of  our  Chroniclers  ^ 

♦The  St.Alban's  reprint  is  called  the  '*  Fructus  Temporum^**  and 
contains  precisely  the  same  text  as  Caxton's,  with  the  addition  of 
slight  notices  of  Popes  and  Emperors.  A  perfect  copy  of  this  book 
is  of  the  rarest  possible  occurrence.  Mr.  West's  copy,  now  in  the 
Royal  Library,  is  supposed  to  be  so.  Lord  Spencer's  copy  (formerly 
in  the  Alchome  collection)  should  seem  to  be  deficient  only  in  the 
table,  and  in  the  last  leaf,  which  contains  nothing  but  the  bai^[>arou« 
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In  the  sixteenth  century,  not  fewer  than  seven  re*^ 
prints  of  it  appeared ;  of  which  four  were  by  IVynkyn 

device  (in  red)  of  the  printer.  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  full  and  par- 
ticular account  of  this  copy  in  the  Bill.  Spenceriana,  vol.  iv.  p.  369, 
&c.  Miss  Currer,  a  lady  who  ennobles  a  large  property  by  a  correct 
and  liberal  taste  in  the  collection  of  a  fine  library^  has  the  singular 
good  fortune  to  possess  a  copy  of  this  very  rare  book  (wanting  only 
the  last  leaf)  upon  VELLUM.f  The  copy  of  this  book  (whether 
perfect  or  not,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say)  in  Dr.  Hunter's  collection  at 
Glasgow,  had  belonged  to  Ratclifife,  and  wks  purchased  by  the  Doctor 
for  7/.  75.  The  cuts  in  this  Chronicle  are  barbarous  in  the  extreme  j 
but  luckily  they  are  few  in  number. 

Mr.  Douce  (in  his  Illustrations  of  Shakspeare,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  423) 
supposes  that  Machlinias  impression  of  this  Chronicle  was  anterior 
to  that  x)f  Caxton ;  but  I  differ  decidedly  from  this  inference,  and 
deem  it  to  be  only  a  reprint :  barbarously  enough  executed^  and  of 
a  degree  of  rarity,  in  a  perfect  state,  scarcely  conceivable.  Lord 
Spencer's  copy  (obtained  from  Mr.  Douce  in  exchange  for  some 
other  book-rarities)  is,  I  think,  the  only  known  copy  in  a  perfect 
state.  See  the  BibL  Spenceriana,  vol.  iv.  p.  393.  Mr.  Roger  WU- 
braham  possesses  an  imperfect  copy,  which  was  formerly  in  the 
Tutet  Collection,  where  {Bill.  Tutet,  no.  485)  it  was  supposed  to 
have  been  printed  by  Caxton.  The  volume  is  without  date,  and  des* 
titute  of  every  species  of  embellishment.  Of  the  reprint  by  Gerard 
De  Leeu,  at  Antwerp,  in  1493,  a  particular  account  (with  a  fao* 
simile  of  the  printer's  device)  will  be  found  at  p.  229-31,  in  the 
authority  first  referred  to.  As  this  was  the  last  book  ever  printed  by 
De  Leeu,  the  reader  may  not  object  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
phraseology  of  the  colophon*->in  which  the  printer's  decease  is  men- 
tioned : — '^  maister  Gerrard  de  leew.  a  man  of  grete  wysedom  in  aU 
manner  of  kunnyng :  whych  now  is  come  from  lyfe  vnto  the  deth,  which 
is  grete  harmefor  many  a  poure  man.  On  whos  sowle  god  almyghty 
for  hys  hygh  grace  haue  mercy,**  Consult  Maittaire^  vol.  i'  p.  5^; 
Panzer,  vol.  i.  p.  12;  and  the  Diet.  Bibliogr.  Choisi.  part  il  no.  421. 
Lambinet,  in  his  first  edition^  was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  this 


t  It  Is  mentioned  in  the  Catalogue  of  Miss  Corrcr's  library,  printed  under  tlie 
care  of  Mr.  R.  Triphook,  bookseller,  1820,  Svo.  Of  this  catalogue,  containing  399 
pa^es,  only  forty  copies  were  priated*-'for  private  distribution.  .  ^ 
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de  fForde — briefly  alluded  to  at  the  conelasion  of  the 
last  note.  Julian  Notary  printed  it  in  1504  and  1515; 
and  Pynson  only  once — in  1510.  The  Chronicle  of 
Caxton  should  therefore  seem  to  have  become  unpo- 
pular a  short  time  after  the  publication  of  that  of 
Fabian,  of  which  presently.  Meanwhile,  I  am  to 
notice  a  ponderous  historical  volume  which  appeared 
as  a  sort  of  help-mate  to  the  Chronicle  of  Caxton :  I 
mean,  the  Polychronicon,  printed  also  by  the  Father 
of  the  British  Press,  in  1482,  from  the  English  version 
of  John  de  Trevisa,  who  translated  it  from  the  Latin 
original  of  Ranulph  Higden.*     A  perfect  copy  of 

rery  curious  volume.  Lord  Spencer's  copy  of  it  was  once  the  pro- 
perty  of  Mr.  Roger  Wilbraham^  who  kindly  consented  to  part  with  it 
in  exchange  for  some  other  typographical  curiosity. 

The  reprint  by  Wynkyn  Db  Wobde,  in  1497,  contains  the  Dc- 
scriptioii  of  Britain.  See  it  described  in  the  Typog.  Antiq,  vol.  il, 
p.  69-71 J  &Dd  Bill,  Spenceriana,  vol.  iv.  p.  401.  It  is  rarely  found 
m  a  perfect  state.  The  same  printer  reprinted  it  in  1502,  1516, 
1580>  and  1528:  perhaps  again.  See  the  Bibl'  Harleiana,  voL  ill. 
no.  394.  Of  the  reprints  by  Julian  Notary,  in  1504  and  1515,  1 
have  no  certain  information  to  impart  beyond  what  is  contained  in 
the  Typog,  Antiq.  vol.  ii.  p.  579-580.  The  first  of  thei:e  reprints 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  BibL  Harleiana^  vol.  iii.  no.  392 1  and 
the  second  is  found  in  the  Bibl.  Brand,  part  i.  no.  2836 ;  and  parti- 
cnlarly  described  in  BibL  Monro,  no.  796,  Of  Pynson's  edition  in 
1510,  Lord  Spencer  possesses  a  copy,  from  the  Alchome  Collection. 
The  wood-cut,  preceding  the  Description  of  England,  has  been  copied 
hi  the  Typog,  Aniiq.  vol.  i.  p.  ix.  There  is  a  little  tract,  or  table, 
entitled  ''  Anglorum  Regum  brevis  Epilogus  post  conquestum,"  after 
theDescription — which  Herbert  "  had  not  found  in  any  other  editkm 
of  this  book/*  In  an  imperfect  state,  Pynson's  re-impression  is 
by  no  means  uncommon. 

♦  5'  The  father  of  printing  (says  Gibbon)  expresses  a  laudable 
desire  to  elucidate  the  history  of  his  coimtry  \  but  instead  of  publish- 
ing the  Latin  Chronicle  of  Ranulphus  Higden,  he  could  only  venture 
on  the  English  version,  by  John  de  Trevisa ;  and  his  complaint  of 
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this  very  rare  Caxtonian  volume  is  indeed  seldom  to 
be  met  with ;  although  I  should  pronounce  imperfect 

the  difficulty  of  finding  materials  for  his  own  continuatipn  of  that 
workj  sufficiently  attests  that  even  the  writers^  which  we  now  possess, 
of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries^  had  not  yet  emei^ed  froin 
the  darkness  of  the  cloister.  His  successors,  with  less  skiU  and 
ability^  were  content  to  tread  in  his  footsteps^"  &c.  Posthumous  Works, 
▼oL  ii.  p.  710.  Gibbon  must  be  understood  to  speak  of  the  Poly* 
chronicon.  My  interleaved  copy  of  Herbert  informs  me,  that,  in 
the  account  of  English  History,  there  is  a  considerable  variation  from 
Caxton*s  edition  of  the  Chronicle.  Perfect  copies  of  this  impression 
of  the  Polychronicon  are  of  most  extreme  rarity.  Lord  Spencer 
could  not  complete  his  own  fine  copy,  without  the  acquisition  of 
three  imperfect  ones.  Sir  M.  M.  Sykcs  possessed  a  very  sound 
and  nearly  perfect  copy,  which  he  purchased  from  Messrs.  Arch. 
This  copy  had  long  lain  (in  oblivion)  in  an  old  library,  in  the  attic 
story,  belonging  to  a  noble  mansion  in  one  of  our  midland  counties. 
Miss  Currer  possesses  a  copy  of  it,  but  not  quite  perfect.  The  reprint 
of  this  edition  by  W.  de  Worde,  in  1495,  presents  us  with  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  folio  volumes  of  that  skilful  artist.  The  printer 
•promised  to  bring  the  history  down  to  the  tenth  year  of  Henry  the 
Seventh :  but,  as  Herbert  justly  obsen^es,  he  was  not  "  so  good  as 
his  word  ;'*  the  present  edition  being  only  a  reprint  of  that  of  his 
predecessor.  It  is,  however,  executed  with  great  typographical 
beauty,  and  has  an  introduction  of  a  few  poetical  stanzas,  (reprinted 
in  the  Typog  Aniiq,  vol.  ii.  p.  50.)  in  which  one  *  Roger  Thomye,*  a 
mercer,  is  justly  lauded  for  stimulating  the  printer  to  undertake  so 
laborious  a  performance.  A  *'  fine  gilt  copy'*  of  it  was  sold  at  the  sale 
of  Mr.  Daly's  books,  in  1792,  for  \Sl.  5«.  See  Bihl.  Daly,  no  553. 
The  only  perfect  copy  which  I  remember  to  have  seen,  is  that  in  the 
coUection  of  J.  D.  Phelps,  Esq.  of  Lincoln's  Inn.  Of  the  reprint  by 
Theveris,  in  1527^  the  reader  will  find  abundant  notice  (together 
with  fac-similes  of  some  of  its  wood-cut  embellishments)  in  the 
Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  i.  pp.  xii.  xv. :  vol.  iii.  p.  40.  It  has  a  magnifi- 
cent frontispiece  or  title-page,  of  St.  George  killing  the  Dragon, 
&c.  which  is  repeated,  with  some  slight  variations  of  ornament,  on 
the  last  leaf  of  the  book.  Most  of  our  principal  collections  possess 
it ;  and,  till  within  a  few  years,  the  price  of  it,  when  in  fine  and 
perfect  condition,  has  been  pushed  to  122. 125.     It  may  be  now  had. 
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copies  to  be  rather  common  than  otheinyise.  This 
•ort  of  historical  Olla  Podrida  has  been  only  twice 
reprinted ;  once  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  in  1495,  and 
the  second  time  by  Peter  Treveris  in  1527 :  each  in 
folio.  Of  these  reprints,  the  first,  in  a  perfect  stat6 
(especially  with  the  frontispiece),  is  a  very  rare,  as  well 
as  a  very  handsomely  executed  book :  the  second^ 
even  in  a  perfect  state,  is  by  no  means  of  uncommon 
occurrence. 

•  At  the  very  commencement  of  the  six:teenth  cen- 
tury, appeared  a  thin  folio  volume  entitled  the  Names 
of  the  Bailiffs^  &c.  of  the  city  of  London,  commonly 
called  Arnold's  Chronicle;*  and  of  which  a  reprint 
appeared  in  1521,  and  again  at  Antwerp,  without 
date :  although,  in  fact,  neither  of  the  editions  con- 

at  a  public  auction^  in  a  perfect  state,  for  about  half  that  sum.  One 
of  the  finest  copies  of  it  is  in  the  library  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath^  at 
Longleat. 

♦  The  Names  of  the  Baylifs,  Custos,  Mayers  and  Sheriffs,  of  the  cyte 
oflondo,  5fc.  commonly  ca//ed  Arnold's  Chronicle,  London.  1500, 1521. 
Folio.  Those  who  are  fond  of  searching  deeply  into  bibliographical 
lore,  may  amuse  themselves  with  the  various  opinions  which  have 
been  advanced  in  01dys*s  British  Librarian^  p.  22;  the  Harleian 
Catalogue,  vol.  iii.  n*^  423  5  CapeVs  Prolusions;  sign.  C.  6.  Herbert's 
Typographical  Antiquities,  p.  1746;  Percy's  Old  Ballads,  vol.  ii.  27. 
edit.  1794;  and  the  Censura  Literaria,  vol.  vi.  p.  113,  393,  respect- 
ing the  printer,  date,  and  number  of  editions  of  this  very  curious 
and  rare  performance.  This  work,  as  above  intimated,  contains  the 
original  of  Prior's  celebrated  Poem  of  the  '  Nut  Brown  Maid ;  *  of 
which  specimens  may  be  seen  in  the  authority  last  quoted.  All  that 
seems  necessary  further  to  observe  is,  that  Pynson  was  probably  the 
first  printer,  and  that  there  are  at  least  three  editions  of  it.  The  first 
about  the  year  1500;  the  second  in  1521.  A  third  edition,  and  a 
very  curious  one,  was  printed  abroad  by  one  Doesbrooke,  Dues- 
browghe,  Dusborrowghe,  Doesborowe,  Doesborow,  or  Doesbrocb, 
(for  he  writes  his  name  each  way,)  at  Antwerp,  with  types  simila 
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tains  a  date*  I  hardly  know  how  to  raise  this  work 
to  the  dignity  even  of  a  Chronicle ;  but  it  may  be 
considered  as  rather  a  precious  relic  of  the  ancient 
ccistoms  and  manners  of  the  metropolis^  and  as  yet 
more  interesting  to  the  philological  antiquary  in  con- 
taining what  is  supposed  to  be  the  ori^nal  of  Prior's 
celebrated  poem  of  the  *^  Nut  Brown  Maid.''  At 
length  came  forth  the  celebrated  Chronicle  of  Fa- 
bian, "  Citizen  and  Alderman  of  London,"  which 
first  appeared  in  1516 ;  secondly  in  1533 ;  thirdly  in 
1542;  fourthly  in  1559;  and,  fifthly  and  lastly,  in 
1810.*      Of   all   these  editions,  the  last  is  of  the 

to  those  in  the  Life  of  Virgilius^f  and  Stanbridge's  Accidence  printed 
by  him.    See  Herbert,  vol.  iii.  p.  1531. 

Doesborow's  edition  ends  6n  the  recto  of  V.  v.  Mr.  R.  Wilbra- 
ham  is  in  possession  of  a  fine  copy  of  it.  Copies  of  the  English  im- 
pression are  in  most  of  our  public  libraries.  Bishop  Percy  mentiooB 
West*s  fine  copy,  now  in  the  royal  library.  See  also  BibL  Tuiei» 
n*210,  211.     BibL  Mason,  p^  iii.  n*'.  178)  and  BibL  Brand.  p*.i. 

xP  227:  which  latter  copy  was  purchased  by  Mr. for  ISL  IBs. 

Four  copies,  two  perfect  and  two  imperfect,  were  in  the  collection 
of  Ratcli£fe,  nos.  815,  999, 1660,  &c.  Earl  Spencer,  Mr.  Grenville, 
and  Mr.  Heber,  each  possess  it.  But  ^'  the  Young  Man  *'  need  not 
sigh^-nor  need  '^  the  Old  Man**  despair — in  the  non- possession  of 
either  of  the  foregoing  editions  of  this  curious  and  even  instructive 
volume :  since  a  fedthful  reimpression  of  it,  together  with  a  judicious 
introduction,  was  published  by  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co.  in  181 1,  4to. 
under  the  editorial  care  of  Mr.  Douce.  Every  liveryman  and  a1der-> 
man  must  of  necessity  procure  a  copy  of  such  a  work. 

*  Let  us  take  the  editions  of  Fabian  in  the  order  above  specified ; 


i*  Of  this  most  sing^ar,  and  not  unamusing  performance  (being  the  life  of  a 
Necromancer  of  the  name  of  Vlrgilius,  who  wrought  many  marvels  '^  thorowgk 
Ike  helpe  of  the  devyU  of  hell*')  a  reprint  appeared  in  1812,  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Utterson,  for  the  exclusive  gratification  of  some  fifty  friends— with  one  additional 
copy  struck  off  upon  vellum.  This  reprint  was  executed  by  Mr.  M'Crcery  in 
a  diamond  letter,  upon  soft  frencb  paper,  of  a  duodecimo  form :  and  has  been 
long  considered  a  bgou  of  rarity  and  value*  .  ^ 
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greatest  intrinsic  value;  it  having  been  collated 
throughout  with  the  subsequent  editions;  and  the 

Bnd  let  as  say  somewhat  more  than  "  a  word  *'  about  the  firsts  sinee 
it  is  a  volume  of  exceedingly  great  rarity.  Berkenhout  justly  ob-* 
servesj  upon  the  authority  of  Nicolson^  that  this  work  '  containti 
several  curious  particulars  of  the  city  of  London^  not  elsewhere  to 
be  found>'  Biogr,  Literar,  p.  23.  This  first  impression^  besides  the 
superior  beauty  of  its  typographical  execution^  and  the  embellish-^ 
meats  of  cuts  (not  introduced  in  the  subsequent  editions)^  has  a  still 
farther  recommendation  to  the  notice  of  the  coUector  and  antiquaiy, 
from  its  containing  the  legitimate  text  of  the  chronicler.  See  Mr* 
Brand's  remark  in  the  Variorum  edition  of  Shakspeare,  1803>  voL 
xviii.  p.  85,  6',  and  Heame's  Robert  of  Gloucester,  vol.  i.  p.  xxxii. 

It  has  been  a  received  opinion^  from  a  loose  dictum  of  Bale  (Ceni* 
vP  lxii.)>  that  Cardinal  Wolsey  ordered  many  copies  of  this  first 
edition  to  be  burnt,  owing  to  the  freedom  of  some  observations  in  it 
upon  the  cletgy  of  the  day ;  and  also  that  it  contfuns  some  copies  of 
verses,  *'  suppressed  in  the  latter  editions."  The  latter  remark, 
which  was  first  advanced  by  Warton,  fHist,  Eng.  Poet.  vol.  ii.  p. 
193>)  is  not  quite  correct :  these  verses  having  been  in  part  omitted, 
and  in  part  altered,  in  the  editions  of  Reynes  and  Kingston ;  but 
inserted  entire  in  Ilastell*s.  The  former  remark  may,  probably,  be 
equally  without  foundation  3  as  it  is  clear  that  neither  Cavendish,* 
lyndal,  nor  Fox,  notice  Wolsey' s  destruction  of  the  first  edition. 
Nicolson  was  ignorant  of  this  impression,  but  Tanner  expressly 
notices  it.  Whether  Leland  ever  saw  a  copy  of  it,  may,  in  some 
measure,  be  ascertained,  by  comparing  the  extract  in  his  Collect 
ianea,  (vol.  ii.  p.  4^6,  edit.  1774,)  with  the  original  text.  Neither 
the  Harleian  nor  the  West  collections  contained  it.  The  imperfect 
copy  in  the  Beauclerk  library,  (p*  ii.  n^2229),  was  in  the  collection 
of  the  late  Mr.  Craven  Orde,  and  afterwards  in  that  of  the  late  Mr. 
Samuel  Lysons,  at  the  sale  of  whose  library,  in  1821,  it  was  pur- 
chased by  the  Earl  of  Aylesford  for  35/.  Mr.  Utterson  possesses  a 
veiy  considerable  portion  of  a  copy;  and  Lord  Spencer  has  been  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  two  perfect  copies.  The  one  now  retained  by 
him^  is  of  great  beauty  and  soundness  of  condition :  the  other,  parted 


*  See  the  Life  of  Wolsey  by  Cavendish,    in  Dr.  Wordsworth's  EccUtiattUfi 
BUgraphf,  Tol.  i.  p.  323,  which  is  remarkably  hileresting. 
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second  part  with  a  MS.  of  the  Chronicle  in  the  British 
Museum.    The  preliminary  matter  also  renders  this 

with>  was  sound  and  perfect^  and  was  sold  for  842.  at  a  public 
auction,  in  1815.  There  is  a  copy>  in  thorough  pristine  condition, 
in  the  very  curious  library  of  Dysart  House  at  Ham.  A  perfect  copy 
is  said  to  be  in  the  public  library  at  Cambridge. 

The  second  edition  was  printed  by  William  Rastell,  in  1533, 
and  is  indeed  a  very  pretty  typographical  production.  In  the  Bibl. 
HarUiana,  vol.  iii.  no.  409,  there  is  a  long  note  attached  to  a  copy  of 
this  edition  which  may  be  worth  consulting.  It  seems  to  have  been 
unknown  to  Nicolson  and  Tanner.  The  third  edition  was  printed 
by  John  Reynes  in  1542  -,  and  we  are  informed  by  Mr.  Henry  Ellis, 
editor  of  the  last  edition,  (to  be  presently  noticed)  that  the  alterations 
and  omissions  in  it  are  more  numerous  than  the  generality  of  readers 
may  probably  suspect.  The  deficiencies  of  Herbert's  description  of 
this  impression  may  be  found  supplied  in  the  recent  edition  of  our 
Typ.  Aniiq,  vol.  iii.  268.  There  was  a  copy  in  the  Harleian  Collec- 
tion, 'with  MS.  notes/  and  one  in  theFletewode  Collection,  '  which 
formerly  belonged  to  Maister  Thomas  Sakevile,  afterwards  Liord 
Buckhurst,  and  Lord  H.  Treasurer ;  having  several  marginal  refe- 
rences in  the  hand-writing  of  that  accomplished  genius  and  states- 
man.* Bibl.  Fletewode,  n°  3339.  This  very  copy  recently  came  under 
the  hammer  of  Mr.  Evans,  and  was  knocked  down  for  ^19.  Ss.  6d. 
See  also  Bi6Z.  fVest.  n^  4119  5  ^ibl.  Folkes,  no.  893}  Bibl  Tutet. 
vP  ASA,  "  fine  copy  in  morocco.**  Some  copies  of  this  date,  with  the 
name  of  Bon  ham,  as  the  printer,  are  only  the  same  book  with  a  fresh 
title  page. 

The  fourth  and  last  edition  of  Fabian*s  Chronicle,  printed  in  the 
black  letter,  is  that  by  John  Kingston,  in  1559,  folio,  2  vol.  in  1. 
The  printer  professes  to  have  cleared  Fabian*s  text  from  the  errors 
of  his  predecessors,  and  especially  from  those  introduced  by  Reynes — 
by  a  careful  collation  with  the  original  impression.  The  present  is 
therefore  greatly  preferable  to  the  two  immediately  preceding  it  -, 
and,  when  found  in  a  large  and  clean  state,  may  be  called  a  magni- 
ficent book.  See  Bibl,  Woodhouse,  n°  334.  Such  copies  have  sold 
for  a^l5.  \bs, ',  but  the  recent  edition  has  greatly,  and  justly,  de- 
teriorated their  value.  Each  impression  brings  the  history  down  to 
the  period  of  its  publication.  Lastly,  I  have  to  notice,  with  the 
commendation  which  it  unquestionably  merits,  the  recent  and  most 
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edition  of  considerable  value ;  as  it  contains  a  life  of 
the  Chronicler,  with  an  account  of  the  different  hig^ 
torians  whence  he  gathered  his  materials.  There  is 
ialso  a  copy  of  his  will ;  and  the  volume  is  closed  by  a 
useful  index.  Yet,  on  the  score  of  bibliographical 
curiosity — and  as  a  rarity  of  no  mean  value,  the 
thorough-bred  Roxburgher  will  never  rest  satisfied 
till  he  possesses  a  perfect  copy  of  the  first  edition — 
of  which  I  should  doubt  whether  there  were  six  such 
copies  in  existence. 

The  order  of  time  induces  me  to  notice  another 
publication  in  the  character  of  a  Chronicle,  which  was 
published  by  John  Rastell,  about  the  year  1530,  under 
the  usually  received  title  of  The  Pastime  of  People. 
Tliis  volume  was  of  such  excessive  rarity,  that 
scarcely  a  perfect  copy  of  it  was  known  till  of  a  late 
period.  Its  chief  merit  seems  to  consist  in  the  cuts— 
or  portraits  of  the  Kings — with  which  it  is  professed 
to  be  adorned.  Those,  who  assign  these  cuts  to  the 
pencil  of  Holheiriy  know  little  of  the  character  of  the 

valuable  edition  of  Fabian's  Chronicle  published  by  Messrs.  Long- 
man and  Co.  in  1811.  4to.  from  the  editorial  pen  of  Mr.  H.  £lli9. 
Curator  of  the  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum.  I  have  above  enu- 
merated the  principal  features  of  superiority  in  this  work  ;  and  need 
here  only  further  remark,  that  the  second  part  of  the  Chronicle  is 
collated  with  a  MS.  text  of  it  in  the  British  Museum.^ 


•  I  have  a  perfect  recollection  at  this  moment  of  a  letter,  written  to  me  by  my 
friend  the  Editor,  on  the  morning  following  that,  when,  beneath  a  cloudless  sky, 
and  fanned  by  a  refreshing  breeze,  he  described  himself  as  seizing  his  pilgrim's 
staff  (to  wit,  a  comely  black  thorn) ,  in  order  to  make  a  journey  to  the  Commons, 
to  discover  the  Will  of  Master  Fabian  and  the  joy,  on  the  discovery  of  it,  seems 
to  have  been  scarcely  less  than  that  which  seized  Belzoni  on  the  first  view  of  his 
Egyptian  tombs  and  temples,  or  Mr.  Buckland  on  a  similar  of  view  of  the  ante- 
diluvian remains  of  the  hyaena.  It  will  always  be  so  with  enthusiastic  cultivators 
of  every  pursuit.  Life  seems  but  a  dreamless  and  profitiess  slumber  without  soma 
such  occasional  stimulants. 
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Artist  whom  they  thus  traduce.  This  Chronicle  was 
wprioted  in  181 1,  with  fac-similes  of  all  the  strange 
ite^  portraits,  and  a  prefatory  advertisement.* 

*  First,  however,  of  the  old  edition,  or  parent  text :  of  which  it 
may  be  premised  that  a  long  and  faithful  account  appears  in  the  re- 
cent edition  of  the  Typog.  Antiq,  vol.  iii.  p.  91,  &c.  together  with  a 
ftc-simile  of  the  title  page.  The  title  is  thus.  The  Pastyme  of 
People,  or  the  Cluronycles  ofdyuers  realmys  and  most  specyally  of  the 
realme  of  Englond  breuely  compylyd,  and  emprynted  in  chepesyde  at 
the  sygne  of  the  mearemayde  next  to  pollys  gate.**  It  is  justly  observed 
by  Herbert,  that '  this  is  one  of  the  scarcest  histories  we  have  in 
print.*  Very  few  copies  of  it  are  known  to  be  in  existence;  and  of 
these,  his  Msgesty*s  (it  being  Mr.  West's  copy,  which  was  given  to 
West  in  the  year  1729,  by  Lord  Oxford,)  is  perfect.  Consult  Bibl. 
Earleian,  vol.  iii.  n°  253,  and  BibL  West  n^  4094.  Mr.  GrenviUe's 
copy  is  also  perfect :  but  Lord  Spencer's  (formerly  Ratcli£fe*s  copy) 
is  imperfect.  See  the  BibL  Batdlffe,  xP  1013.  1392.  Bibl  Farmer, 
jfi  6226.  Bibl.  Mason,  pt.  iii.  n°  341  :  and  BibL  Brand.  n°  8320. 
Herbert  has  been  sufficiently  elaborate  in  his  account  of  this  extraor. 
dblary  performance ;  justly  remarking  upon  the  ignorance  of  former 
Ustorians  of  its  existence.  Heame  never  saw  but  one  copy  of  it, 
which  was  lent  him  by  his  indefatigable  book-collecting  friend,  John 
Murray ;  and  of  which  a  curious  notice  will  be  found  in  the  Thonue 
Caii  Vindic.  Antiq.  Acad,  Oxoniens.  vol.  ii.  p.  803-4  -,  as  well  as  a 
specimen  of  the  work  given  in  Peter  LangtofVs  Chronicles,  voL  i.  p. 
liy.  19,  84,  &c.  But  the  reprint  above  mentioned  (which  contains 
ell  the  decorations  of  the  original — and  which  decorations  were  cut 
upon  blocks  of  the  apple  tree  f )  will  give  the  reader  every  informa- 
tion which  he  may  require.  The  author  of  this  work  was  the  Editor 
of  the  reprint  in  question :  and  placed  the  only  copy  of  it  in  exis- 
tence, upon  THICK  PAPER,  ou  the  shelves  of  the  Althorp  Library. 
The  ordinary  copies  are  obtainable  at  a  very  moderate  price. 


t  "  Experientia  docet."  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  these  blocka— 
'from  the  soft  and  pliable  nature  of  the  wood — could  be  kept  together  for  the  pur- 
•poK  of  printing.  There  were  fractures  in  them,  like  those  on  a  sheet  of  ice  after 
liie  breaking  up  of  a  fro«t.  I  take  it  the  originals  were  cut  on  pear  or  chestnut 
ivood.  It  is  almost  certain  that  the  large  and  ancient  block,  now  in  Lord  Spencer's 
ysession,  and  of  which  a  specimen  is  given  in  my  Tour,  vol.  iii.  p.  234-5,  is  of 
pear-tree  wood. 
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The  notice  of  this  graphically  illustrated  Cbronield 
reminds  me  of  another  somewhat  similar  production,* 
but  of  considerably  greater  rarity,  and  of  yet  greater 
merit  of  embellishment.  I  allude  to  the  mixed  prose 
and  poetry-chronicle,  printed  by  Giles  Godet,  (dweU 
ling  in  Black  Friars)  about  the  year  1560,  of  which 
an  account  first  appeared  before  the  public  in  the 
JEdes  Althorpianse  :*  and  of  which  the  private  his- 
tory— as  to  the  particular  object  in  view,  the  author^ 
and  the  artists  employed — will  probably  for  ever  re- 
main concealed.  But  I  must  not  omit  the  mention  of 
a  Chronicle,  entirely  metrical,  under  the  title  of  HAJt* 
dyng's  Chronicle,  which  was  published  in  a  smaU 
quarto  volume  in  1543,  and  of  which  the  recent  re- 
print in  1812,  has  rendered  the  possession  of  the 
ori^nal  edition  |icarcely  an  object  even  with  the  moat 
fastidious  collector.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the 
accompanying  notef  as  a  whetter  to  further  research 
respecting  this  singular  production. 

*  A  particular  account  of  this  very  singular^  and  almost  unique 
volume,  will  be  found  in  the  jEdes  Althorpiance,  vol.  i.  p.  180-184« 
The  only  other  known  copy  (and  a  very  fine  one  it  is)  is  in  the  collee* 
tion  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  T.  Grenville.  The  reader  may  probably  not  bt 
displeased  to  have  a  specimen  (such  as  it  is)  of  the  poetry  in  this  ei* 
traordinary  performance.  The  ensuing  stanza  relates  to  the  murder 
of  the  young  Princes,  by  Richard  III.,  in  the  Tower  at  London. 

But  the  manner  how  these  princes  were  dead 
Some  say  they  were  buried  quick  :  and  some  tell 
That  they  were  smothered  vnder  a  fether  bed. 
Some  say  they  were  drowned  in  a  vessell 
But  when  they  came  vnto  the  tower  to  dwell 
They  were  nerer  after  scene  with  mannes  eye 
Thre  moneths  this  king  raigned  men  know  well 
But  God  knoweth  where  his  body  doth  lye. 

t  Of  the  old  edition,  in  black  letter,  there  were  at  least  two  fafl- 
pressions  |  both  in  the  same  year.    One  has  the  title  *'  A  Chronicle 
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About  this  time  appeared  a  shoal  of  minor  or  fugi-^ 
tive  publications,  of  the  character  of  which  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  give  any  precise  account ;  and  of  which  the 
account,  if  given,  would  very  little  profit  the  reader. 
Suffice  it  therefore  to  mention,  in  very  general  terms, 
the  abridgements  or  Summaries  of  Chronicles  under 
the  names  of  Lanquet,  Cooper,  and  Stow.*    Of  the 

in  Metre  j"  the  other  has  the  words  *'  in  metre"  omitted,  and  the 
date  in  Roman  letters — ^whereas  the  former  has  the  date  in  Arabic 
nmnerals.  It  is  quite  evident,  throughout,  that  the  press  was  reset ; 
a  circumstance,  which  seems  to  have  escaped  Herbert.  The  reader 
will  find  a  full  account  of  this  rare  and  interesting  book  in  the  Typog, 
jhUiq,  vol.  iii.  p.  447,  together  with  a  transcript  of  '*  an  original 
grant  of  King  Henry  VI.  to  Harding,  upon  vellum'* — ^which  be- 
longed to  a  copy  that  had  successively  enriched  the  collections  of 
West  and  Mason,  and  which  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  George 
Hibbert.  See  also  BibL  Pearson,  n°  5210 ;  em^Bibl.  Allen,  n^  713. 
But,  on  the  score  of  utility,  neither  "the  young**  nor  "the  old'* 
will  hesitate  one  moment  about  the  preference  to  be  given,  in  all 
respects,  to  the  reprint  above  mentioned :  of  which  Mr.  H.  Ellis  is 
tiie  Editor. 

*  This  "  shoal  of  minor  publications,'*  in  the  character  of  Chroni- 
cles, shall  be  here  summarily  described.  Among  the  earliest,  is  that 
by  Arthur  Kklton  5  being  '  A  Chronicle  with  a  Genealogie  declaryng 
that  the  Britons  and  Welshman  are  lineallye  dyscended  from  Brute, 
Newly  and  very  wittely  compyled  in  meter,  London,  1547  •  12mo.t 
This  is  a  very  uncommon  book.  An  outline  of  its  contents  is  given 
in  the  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  ili.  p.  455,  from  a  copy  in  the  possession  of 
Herbert  -,  who  tells  us  that  the  text  is  compiled  in  seven-lined  stan- 
zas ;  and  that  it  contains  forty  leaves  3  the  last  leaf  being  blank. 
There  was  a  copy  of  it  in  the  Beauclerk  collection,  [6i6/.  Beaucl^k, 


f  Even  this  little  volume  was  preceded  by  a  **  Short  Chbonycle  wherein  ye 
ahaUfynde  the  names  of  all  the  Kings  of  Englandy  of  the  Mayors  and  Sheriffs  of  the 
cytye  of  London,  S^c,  printed  by  Bydell^in  1539,  1542, 12mo. :  by  Vowell,  in  1551, 
and  again  without  date.  This  seems  to  have  been  a  sort  of  Manual,  or  Vade  Me- 
cam,  published  annually  for  the  common  people.  Herbert  has  been  exclusively 
indebted  to  Ames  for  his  account  of  it.  A  copy  of  the  second  edition  appears  in 
the  Bibl.  West.  no.  3764  ;  and  of  the  third  in  B16/.  Harleian,  vol.  ii.  1 1720. 
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Annals^  or  larger  Chronicle  of  Stow^  I  shall  speak  in 
chronological  order. 

pt.  ii.  no.  2220]  which  seemed  to  require  the  aid  of  another  black 
letter  book^  to  produce  the  sum  of  4s,  3(2.— for  which  they  were  both 
sold.  It  would  appear  from  Ritson's  Biographia  Poetica,  p.  ^60, 
that  the  poetical  efiFusions  of  Kelton  are  very  rare :  they  are  not  no* 
ticed  in  the  new  edition  of  Philips*s  Theatrum  Poetarum,  nor  have  any 
fnrther  discoveries  of  him>  or  indeed  any  specimens  of  this  poetical 
chronicle^  found  their  way  into  the  Censura  Literaria  by  the  sedulous 
author  of  Additions  to  Ritson*s  work  just  quoted^  and  of  which,  let 
us  hope^  a  new  edition  is  forthcoming. 

Secondly,  of  Lanquet's  Chronicle,  continued  by  Cooper:  in 
the  years  1549,  1559,  1560,  1565,  &c.  4to.  These,  and  more  than 
are  here  specified,  are  editions  of  a  Chronicle  which  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  compiled  with  any  extraordinary  care  or  attention,  and 
which,  therefore,  is  but  of  limited  authority.  The  editions  of  1549 
and  1560  are  printed  by  T.  Berthelet;  those  of  1559,  the  one  by 
Marshe  and  the  other  for  Seres.  They  are  all  thick  and  inelegant 
small  quartos  ,  but  bear  some  price  from  the  increasing  demand  fbr 
this  species  of  books.  A  copy  of  the  edition  of  1560  was  sold  for 
2*.  6d.  at  Brand's  sale  :  vide  BibL  Brand,  pt.  i.  n°  2323. 

In  the  third  place,  let  us  say  a  word  of  "  The  Thre  Bokes  ofJontg 
Cabion*s  Chronicle;  printed  by  Lynn  at  London,  in  1550,  4to. 
This  English  version  of  the  Latin  text  of  Carion  was  never,  I  believe, 
reprinted.  The  preface,  on  "  the  use  of  reading  History,**  is  by  no 
means  a  despicable  production.  An  index,  with  the  pages  not  num- 
bered, terminates  the  volume.  A  clean  and  perfect  copy  of  this  book 
is  not  common.  Its  title  is  well  set  forth  in  the  BibL  Fletewode^ 
vP  2522.  At  the  sale  of  Ratcliflfe*s  Hbrary,  {Bill.  Ratcliffe,  n°  1500) 
Dr.  Hunter  purchased  a  copy  in  morocco  for  19^.  A  fine  copy  was 
sold  for  ll.  Is.  at  West's  sale  :  Bibl.  West.  n°  3813  -,  and  for  4/.  lOt. 
at  Brand*s  sale — n^  2326.  In  1562,  there  appeared  an  Abridgement 
of  (jRAFT0N*s  Chronicles,  (or  rather,  as  I  conceive,  of  Hall* s,  pub- 
lished by  Grafton,  in  1548, 1550),  in  one  octavo  volume,  which  will 
be  found  described  in  the  Typog,  Antiq.  vol.  iii.  p.  433. 

I  owe  it  to  the  accuracy  of  research,  and  kindness  of  communi- 
cation of  Mr.  Grenvilie,  to  state  that  the  first  edition  of  this  Sum- 
mary (unknown  to  all  bibliographers)  was  in  1561  ;  of  which  BCr^ 
G.  has  a  copy,  and  which  will  solve  the  puzzle  of  Grafton's  notice 


192  HISTORY, 

I  am  now  to  touch  upon  a  higher  class  of  Chroni*- 
clers^  under  the  names  of  Hall^  Grafton,  and  Ho- 
LiNSHED ;  and  of  which  the  recent  and  faithfully 
executed  reprints,  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Collector 
to  avail  himself  of  copies  at  an  ordinary  cost."*"    No 

of  it  in  his  own  abridgement  of  156^.    See  the  Typog,  Aniiq,  vol* 
iii.>423. 

Fbtirthly,  of  Stow£*6  Summarie  of  English  Chronicles,  1565.  8vo. 
printed  by  Marshe.'  This  is  the  first  edition  of  repute^  and  which 
was  reprinted  for  a  number  of  subsequent  years.  See  BibL  West,  n^ 
3770 ;  from  which  Herbert  appears  to  have  copied  his  list  verbatim. 
Typog*  Antiq,  vol.  ii.  p.  853 :  note.  Among  Bagford*s  papers  upon 
printing,  in  the  British  Museum,  there  is  the  printed  title  page  of  an 
edition  of  1570 ;— of  the  existence  of  which  Herbert  doubted.  I  can- 
not at  thb  moment,  exactly  specify  upon  what  basis,  or  of  what 
materials,  Jaggard's  Brief e  Chronicle  of  the  Success  of  Times  from 
the  Creation  of  the  World  to  this  instant,  (viz.  1611}  is  composed; 
but  it  commences  with  the  creation,  and  occupies  a  4 to.  volume  of 
613  pages.  Jaggard  was  the  printer  5  and  Anthony  Mundy,  the 
Editor,  dedicates  his  work  *'  to  the  right  Honovrable,  Sir  VTilliam 
Cravon,  Knight,  Lord  Maior  of  the  Cittie  of  London  -,  Sir  Henrie 
Montagve,  Seriant  at  Law  to  his  Maiestie  and  Recorder  of  London : 
and  to  all  the  Knights,  Aldermen,  and  worsbipfuU  Bretheren,  the 
carefull  Fathers  and  Gouemours  of  this  honourable  Estate."  This  is 
IbUowed  by  an  Epistle  to  the  Merchant  Tailors,  "  being  the  worthy . 
Society  of  S.  John  Baptist** — also  by  Mundy.  The  book  however  is 
of  little  worth. 

♦  The  ancient  editions  shall  be  described  as  briefly  as  is  compati* 
ble  with  propriety  :  of  late  years,  the  rage  for  the  Originals  having 
mnch  abated.  First  of  Edward  Hall  -,  whose  Chronicle  is  enti- 
tled ''  the  Union  of  the  Two  Noble  and  Illustrious  Families  of  York  and 
Lancaster"  Premising  that  the  edition  of  1549  is  entirely  suppositi. 
tious,  I  proceed  to  the  first  impres^on  in  1548. 

The  conclusion  of  the  address  of  Grafton,  the  printer,  informs  us, 
that.  Hall  dying — and  ''  being  in  his  latter  time  not  so  painfol  and 
studious  as  he  ought  to  have  been," — ^he,  Grafton,  undertook  the 
compilation  of  the  greater  part ;  although  he  published  an  edidon 
which  goes  expressly  under  his  own  name.  Grafton  in  fact  continued 
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thoroughly  good  historical  library  can  be  said  to  be 
perfect  without  these  Chronicles ;  and^  above  all,  that 

it  down  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  from  HaU*s  MSS.  Jthen.  Ox&ii. 
ToL  L  col.  165.  edU.  Bliss.  This  impression  of  1548  is  a  scarce  at 
well  as  a  beautifully  executed  book.  The  possession  of  the  flfst 
three  leaves,  including  a  prefEu:e  and  other  introductory  matter— and 
the  last  leaf  but  one>  on  the  reverse  of  which  is  a  becLutifiil  wood-ctft 
of  Henry  the  Eighth  sitting  in  fiiU  council, — should  be  well  looked 
after  by  the  purchaser,  — *  for  they  are  often  missing :  and  h^ty 
most  be  the  sum  to  redeem  them.*  There  is  a  good  note  affixed  to 
8  copy  of  this  edition  in  the  Harleian  Collection  (Bibl,  HarL  vol.  iii. 
no.  398),  which  shews  the  blunders  of  Bishop  Nicolson  respecting 
it:  these  have  been  also  noticed  by  Dr.  Pegge,  who  calls  our 
chronicler  ''  a  good  writer  for  his  time,  and  a  competent  scholar.f " 
Heame^  has  very  spiritedly  corrected  Nicolson  3  adding,  that  both 
this  and  the  ensuing  edition  are  ^^  very  scarce  and  of  greiit  price.** 
See  Bibl  West,  no.  4120 :  Bill  Ratcliffe,  no.  1391 :  and  BihL 
Bryant,  no.  707 :  which  latter  copy  was  sold  for  191.  I9s.  FSfky 
years  ago,  this  book  might  have  been  obtained  for  12s.  Sec  Bibl. 
Folkes,  no.  888.  At  present,  a  fair  sound  copy  may  be  worth  about 
52.  hs,  Mr.  Heber  bought  a  very  fine  one  at  Mr.  Knight's  snlc>  in 
1821,  for  5Z.  105. 

IWs  edition  was  reprinted  in  1550}  whereunto  is  added  to  every 
Kyng  a  scuerall  table."  AVhoever  chooses  to  examine  the  Typog. 
Aniiq.  vol.  iii.  p.  466-8,  will  easily  satisfy  himself  that  this  imprdl- 
flion  is  notj  as  has  been  imagined,  only  the  previous  one  with  a  fresK- 
titk-page.  The  leaves  of  each  reign  begin  with  a  fresh  set  of  nume- 


*  A  very  luccessful  fac-slmilc  of  this  embellishment  was  publiibed  in  the  reotnl 
edition  of  our  Typographical  ArUipdtieM,  vol.  iii'  p.  462  :  along  with  a  particular 
accoont  of  the  book :  sec  too,  p.  422. 

i*  AmtnynUana'  1809.  8vo.  p.  1.  See  also  some  remarks  relating  to  him  at  pnge 
62, 394,  in  the  same. publication. 

X  Hemingi  ChartuL  Eccles,  Wigoriu  vol.  ii.  671,  &c.  To  the  Harleian  extract 
may  be  added,  that  Bishop  Nicolson,  talking  of  a  flattering  dedication  to  Henry 
VUI  t,  Heame  thus  remarks  upon  it :  ''  AU  the  copies  I  have  yet  seen  or  heard  o^ 
are  dedicated  to  King  Edward  VI.  and  the  dcdiciition  is  fur  from  being  flattering 
The  informations  too  are  all  along  so  very  good  (abating  that  the  chronology  i| 
here  and  there  wrong)  that  they  have  been,  and  will  always  be,  highly  valued,  by 
tbe  most  curious  men." 

O 
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Of.Clotiashed  requires  particular  notice  and  commeQf^ 
4^tion.    Indeed,  to  the  comfort  of  tbe  poor,  but  nott 

mis;  and  the  present  is^  on  the  whole,  the  preferable  edition.  •  A' 
good  copy  is  worth  JL  7'-  My  friend  Mr.  Douoe  has  a  very  fine  one j 
The  reprint  appeared  in  1809. 

Secondly,  of  Richard  Grafton's  '^  Chronicle  at  large  and  meereJ 
Outory  of  ike  Affayret  of  Englande  and  Kmget  of  the  Same/'  &c.  3 
panted  by  R.  Tottelfor  R.  Toy.  1569.  Folio.    More  somptnoua 
and  elaborate  than  either  of  the  preceding  publications,  is  the.  one 
now  under  consideration ;  and  to  which  it  will  be  necessary  ta  add 
only  the  fbUowing  particulars  to  Herbert's  minute  and  satisfiutory  - 
account.     Typog.  Antiq,  voL  iv.  p.  439.    The  three  introductory 
pieces  have  the  pages  unnumbered ;  and  a  '  Summarie  of  the  afore* 
said  History'  one  page,  and  a  table  of  seven  pages,  not  numbered, 
follow  the  text  of  the  first  volume,  which  contains  19t  pages,  excla«« 
■hely.    The  second  volume,  containii^  1369  pages,  is  succeeded  by 
a  table  of  thirty-one  (not  numbered)  pages  of  the  reigns  of  tin  kii^ 
of  the  realm,  and  an  alphabetical  table  of  nine  unnumbered  pages* 
Both  volumes  contain  some  very  spirited  wood-cuts.    My  friend  Mr. 
Hebcr  triumphs  in  the  possession  of  an  extraordinarily  fine  copy  ci 
this  Chronicle  j  but,  if  the  tearing  out  of  the  title,  (which  isonuu* 
mented  with  portraits  of  Icings)  by  some  execrable  depredator,*  be 
excepted,  I  question  whether  his  own  copy,  magnificent  as  it  is,  have ' 
an  amplitude  of  margin  superior  to  the  one  in  the  library  of  St.  John's 
College  Oxford.  '^  A  matchless  copy*'  of  it  was  sold  at  theaale  off  ' 
Mr.  Bryant's  books,  A.  D.  180r>  for  19Z.  \9s.    See  too  BibL  Lmd^ 
downe,  no.  3517>  and  Bibl,  Allen,  no.  615.  -  ^. 

Thirdly,  of  Holinsbed's  Chronicles  of  England,  Scoilande  imd^y 
Ireland: — which  are  by  far  the  most  popular  and  important  of' 
our  historical  records,  in  print,  during  the  time  of  Queen  Eliiiabetb  j" 
and  from  which  indeed,  all  modem  historians  have  finedy  and  lately  ^ 
borrowed.  The  first  edition  of  these  Chronicles  was  printed  for  l/o||iKi 
Harrison  the  Elder,  in  1577>  in  two  folio  volumes,  full  of  spirited 

•  The  "  execrable  depredator"  (not,  fortunately,  cither  a  Johnian  or  ,an  A«ir  ^ 
demic)  is  known— and  I  need  liardly  say,  shunned  and  despbedl  Hie  nistbn:  oL^ 
Ihia  man's  spoliations,  in  which  even  the  venerable  Bodleian  Library  wa&^t 
ipared,  would  startle  the  sensitive,  and  even  amaze  the  increduloitf,(!;oiiec(9r,  of 
AQ(9cdotcs  of  thU  kind.  V       «*"  . 
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thb^fiTikt-hearted  Cblleetor — ^be  il  made  known,  th* 
^btfi  copies  even  of  the  original  editions  may  be  hei^ 

wood<-eiit8>*  which  were  omitted  in  the  subsequent  edition  of  158flk^ 
TUf  work  must  have  been  printed  with  great  cost  and  labour.  Frmk 
Holinshed*s  dedicatory  Epistle  to  Lord  Burleigh,  it  should  seem  ttei 
RsonrALD  Wolfs,  the  celebrated  printer  (see  Tifpog,  Antiq.  vol.  ir. 
p.  S)  had  projected  and  even  executed  the  greater  part  of  the  worit^^. 
it  haring  *'  pleased  God  to  call  him  to  his  mercie  after  xxv  years  tn^. 
Ysl  spent  therein.**   Wolfe,  in  £u:t,  intended  to  make  these  Chroni^^ 
des  the  substratum  of  *'  An  unwtrscdl  Cosmograplue  of  the  whoU 
wqrldM**    The  other  Assistants  and  Continuators  of  Holinshed,  werq. 
HacrisoD,  Hooker,  Stanihurst,  Stow,  Thyn,  and  Fleming,  &c.  Thert! 
are  those  who  suppose  this  first  edition  to  contain  particulars  not 
foimd  in  the  subsequent  one.    Heame  speaks  with  his  usual  entlui« 
ninsm  of  it:  Robert  q^  Glooester,  vol.  i.  prefl  p.  xxxiii. — and  THu' 
Bnssncyy,  catching  the  current  opinion  of  the  day,  observes— ^y  II  fiEuic 
oependant  avoir  aussi  Tedltion  de  1577*'*    Methode,  &c.  vol.  iv.  page 
5ttl5«    *'  An  exceedingly  fine  copy"  of  this  edition,  bound  in  ru8sia,ii 
was  sold  at  the  sale  of  George  Steevens*s  library  in  1800,  for  9SUc 
aid  a  very  fine  one,  almost  uncut,  and  bound  in  blue  morocco,  wai 
recently  (December  1822)  sold  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Neunburg*s  libnuy . 
lorJl/.  1\9.    Mr.  Heber  possesses  it  in  russia  (boug^ht  of  Mr.  Stace) 

IIDCOC. 

Hfrfinshed  dying  between  the  years  1578  .and  1582,f  a  new  edi« 
tte  of  his  Chronicles  was  put  forth  in  1587>  chiefly  under  the  editor 
fiaLcareof  Boteville,^  Stow,  and  Abraham  Fleming;  the  printer', 
was  Henry  Denham.  Consult  Herbert,  vol.  ii.  p.  961.  The  Conti*. 
muUioo,  from  1576  to  1586,  contained  several  curious  particukuRB, 
lihicb-gave  great  offence  at  the  time  of  publication,  and  were  aoeord^ 
to^  suppressed ;  *'  whereby  (says  Herbert)  the  paging,  from  IMO 
tq  1S75,  is  very  irregular.*'  According  to  Nicolson,  they  extend  from 
pige  1491  to  1536.§    These  are  called  the  *'  CastraUoni''  of  Holia* 

*  Among  these  cuts,  there  is  oae  of  a  Guillotine. 

t  Of  will  was  proved  on  April  24, 1582 ;  as  a  transcript  of  it,  in  Herb<;rt> 
lidfwrfting,  in  my  interleaTed  copy  of  his  TypograpUcal  Antiquities  >  sufficiently 

'J  Or  TuvNiiB ;  an  admirable  anUquary,    Consult  Bliss's  edition  of  the  Aikm. 

IrMkfdl.Lp.  136. 

§  A^.iyM»r.  l46rffry,fol.ed.p.  71.    It  appears  ftom  A  note  Ui  tfcs  JWIA  ^ 
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at  no  very  extraordinary  price.  In  this  department 
of  book-collecting,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  veins 
are  hardly  now  opened,  where,  formerly,  arteries 
used  to  bleed  profusely ! 

8hed>  and  were  republished  by  Dr.  Drake  in  172S,  in  the  black  let- 
ter>  in  a  thin  folio  volume.  The  curious,  however,  necessarily  look 
sharply  after  the  original  pages,  A  copy  of  this  kind  was  in  the 
Harleian,  and  another  in  Dr.  Mead's  collection.*  Osborne  piarked 
an  elegant  copy,  in  3  vols,  at  4L  4s,  in  his  sheet  catalogue  of  1759. 
The  Mead  copy  now  adorns  the  Cracherode  Collection,  in  four  vo- 
lumes. There  are  copies  supposed  to  be  on  large  paper;  and,  although 
this  may  be  questionable,  yet  that  copy,  which  more  decidedly  ap- 
proached such  a  form,  was  the  one,  in  four  vols.,  in  Colonel  Stan- 
ley's  Collection,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Heber  for  ^l.  Very 
fine  copies  are  also  in  the  Luton  and  Althorp  Collections.     See  Bt6l* 


Smith*  (A.  D.  1682)  p.  276,  no.  160,  that  these  suppressed  leaves  **  were  not 
thought  fit,  and  so  not  allowed,  to  be  printed  in  the  second  impression."  Aceord* 
log  to  some  Antiquaries,  they  contained  malter  relating  to  Lord  Leicester,  wbidi 
gave  great  offence  to  the  Privy  Council :  according  to  Nicolson  the  suppresrion 
was  occasioned  by  Thynne's  '*  singular  respect  to  the  Lord  Cobham,  at  that  time 
very  unseasonable.  AH  that's  left  out  relates  to  Royal  Grants  in  favour  of  that 
unfortunate  Peer  and  his  ancestors."  After  so  much  said  about  them,  the  reader 
may  not  be  displeased  with  a  more  distinct  notice  of  them,  taken  from  Dr.  Drake's 
reprint.  ^'  WiUiam  the  Conqueror"  A.D.  1066-7,  6  pages:  ''  The  historie  of 
SootUnd;  p.  421  to  424  :  p.  443  to  page  450  :"  <<  An,  Reg,  23,  Queene  Elijnbeth, 
p.  1328,  to  page  1331  :  An,  Reg^  27.  p.  1419,  to  1574  (all  inclusively).  An,  Rtg. 
28."  Also  twelve  pages  of  Index,  beginning  on  the  recto  of  sign.  z.  z. '  taken  far 
leuieng*  to  the  conclusion '  Yprcsse  besieged.'  Pcignot  has  slightly  noticed  these 
castrations  in  his  Dictionnaire  des  lAvres  Condamn/tf  &c.  vol.  i.  184. 

*  Mead's  copy  belonged  to  Thomas  Rawlinson,  who  received  25(.  for  it ;  and  yet 
it  wanted /o«r  pages  of  the  castrations.  These  were  supplied  by  a  transcript  from 
a  copy  in  Bishop  More's  library  at  Cambridge ;  which  although  a  perfect,  was  a 
very  inferior  copy.  In  former  times  there  was  an  absolute  mania  about  the  pos- 
session of  these  original  castrations.  John  Bridges,  (of  whose  library  see  some- 
what in  the  Bibliomania,  p.  480) ,  who  had  a  perfect  copy  of  Holinshed,  told  Heame 
that ''  he  would  not  part  with  it  for  fifty  libs."  And  Thomas  Sclater  Bacon,  a  man 
of  very  large  fortune,  and  a  fierce  bibliomaniac,  (who  died  in  1 736) , ''  gave  twenty 
guineas  to  Bateman,  the  bookseller,  for  the  castrated  sheets  alone," /?«%kuv  i/ear^ 
niana,  vol.  i.  pp.  406-7  :  413-4.  In  the  library  of  the  Royal  Institution  th«re  is  a 
copy  of  Holinshed,  with  an  account  of  the  variations  in  these  castrated  sheets  by 
the  Rev.  P.  Morant,  in  MS.  So  says  Mr.  Harris^  in  his  excellent  catalogue  of 
«hatlibnir< 
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As  we  come  to  the  conclusion  of  the  sixteenth  cen* 
tuiy,  and  commence  with  the  seventeenth,  we  are 
immediately  struck  with  the  venerable  name  of  Stow^ 
a  laborious  and  honest  man ;  content  to  state  simple 
facts,  without  any  enlarged  views,  and  in  a  style  the 
most  unpretending  imaginable.  But  there  are  those 
who  rank  him  even  above  Holinshed  and  the  con- 
temporaneous Chroniclers.  That  he  was  a  diligent 
and  careful  collector  of  facts,  and  far  better  ac- 
quainted with  ms.  authorities  (even  with  some,  of 
which  all  traces  are  now  lost)  than  any  writer  of  his 
day,  may  be  unequivocally  allowed.  Stow  found  a 
continuator  in  Edmund  Howes  ;*  a  man,  who  seems 
to  "be  entitled  to  less  respect  than  his  predecessor — 
notwithstanding  he  makes  pathetic  mention,  in  his 
preface,  of  the  scoffs  and  gibes  to  which  he  had  been 
subjected  for  the  "painful  travail*'  of  his  perform- 

Pearson,  no.  5274  j  Farmer,  no.  6216 ;  Crofts,  no.  7^6 ;  Allen,  no. 
766s  Steevens,  no.  1700>  and  Reed,  no.  2702. 

Tlie  REPRINT  in  1807^  in  six  vols.  4to.  incorporating  the  castra- 
tions, has  materially  diminished  the  value  of  the  original  impression 
— and  here^  as  this  is  the  last  of  the  Chronicles  in  the  16th  century, 
which  come  under  my  present  review,  and  which  closes  the  order  of 
the  Reprints,  (getting  scarcer  every  day)  it  may  be  as  well  to  infbim 
^'  the  Young  Man*' — anxious  for  the  possession  of  these  useful  re- 
impressions,— that  a  complete  set  of  them,  in  fifteen  volumes,  neatly 
Ixmnd  in  calf,  is  marked  by  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  at  ^40. 

*  John  Stow  the  Chronicler,  and  Edmund  Howes,  his  editor  and 
continuator,  shall  be  as  summarily  described  as  is  consistent  Mrith  the 
importance  of  their  labours.  Berkenhout  (Biogr.  Literar,  page  47 •) 
oeemfl  to  mention  the  Annals  and  Chronicles  of  Stow  as  separate 
works,  but  they  are  one  and  the  same.  Herbert  makes  brief  men- 
tion of  an  edition  of  1594,  printed  by  Ralph,  for  his  brother  James, 
Newbury  i  and  in  the  Bibl  Beauclerk,  part  ii.  no.  2239.  I  find  an 
edition  specified  of  J^he  date  of  1592  s  but  I  apprehend  that  both  these 
editions  are  supposititious,  and  that  the  pirit  bditiok  ^  Stow's 
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ance.  Full^r^  who  loved  to  jeer^  and  who  scattered 
about  bis  criticisms  with  very  little  regard  to  trutb^ 
taunts  our  continuator  in  rather  bitter  terms. 

Chroffilcle  (which  is  only  an  enlai^ement  of  his  '^  Summary*'*)  was 
'{Minle^  without  a  date  to  the  title  page— ^wfaidk  is  ornamented— 
Imt  with  the  date  of  November  24,  1600,  in  the  dedicatoiy  address 
to  Whitgift,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  In  this  address.  Stow  telk 
his  Grace  that ''  twas  nigh  forty  yeeres  since  he  first  addressed  aU 
his  cares  and  cogitatioAs  to  the  Studie  of  Historic  and  search  of  Aiili« 
^cpiities.*'  Strype  has  reprinted  this  dedication  in  his  Life  of  Whilgift^ 
p.  M3.  An  address  ''  to  the  gentle  reader*' — a  table  of  *^  Authors 
«mt  of  whom  these  Annales  are  collected** — and  another  table  "  of 
the  principal  matters  contained  in  these  Annales,**  follow.  The  text 
of  the  history  contains  13 16  pages  :  the  last  seven  pages  treating  "  of 
the  Universities.*'  I  recommend  a  good,  clean,  large-margined 
(such  as  it  was  once  my  good  fortune  to  possess !)  of  this/xircfM  text 
of  old  Stow,  to  the  tasteful  collector  (be  he  '^  young*'  or  **  old'*)  of 
his  country's  history  and  antiquities.  A  copy  is  marked  at  Ifts.  {n 
the  late  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss. 

Edmund  Howss  twice  republished  Stow's  text,  in  folio,  with  cor- 
rections and  additions :  the  first  time,  in  1616,  the  second,  in  16S1. 
To  each  edition,  an  ornamented  title-page  is  prefixed,  enough  to  give 
a  fit  of  the  cholic  to  every  lover  of  good  art :  so  greatly  inferior, 
generally  speaking,  were  the  book-ornaments  of  the  seventeenth,  to 
those  pf  the  preceding,  century !  Both  editions  are  printed  in  the 
black  letter,  but  in  a  style— -worthy  only  of  the  frontispiece.  The 
first  is  the  better  printed  book.  Three  introductory  pieces  precede 
the  body  of  the  text,  which  terminates  at  p.  988  [''  of  the  Univer- 
sities] ;  and  which  is  succeeded  by  j.  page  of  verses  from  Drayton's 
Poly  Olbion— -ran  alphabetical  Table,  and  a  curious  letter  to  the  Locd 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  London,  by  Howes,  dated  1615 ;  in  which 


*  See  pmge  192,  ante.  Stow  died  in  1605.  Mr.  Chalmert  (Bio^.  ZXclrifL 
XzWii*  p*  445)  has  well  obsenred  upon  the  indelible  disgrace  reflected  apon  the 
government,  the  city  of  London,  and  the  Company  of  Merchant  Tulon^  of  wluch 
Stow  WB8  a  member)  that  this  honest  and  indefatigable  Chronicler  and  Ristoriaa 
of  the  Metropolis  should  hare  died  in  such  an  abject  state  of  poverty.  He  U  sap- 
posed  to  have  **  traversed  all  England  on  foot  to  obtain  materials  for  his  history.** 
He  cuts  a  moine  splendid  figure  upon  his  monument^  than  he  did  during  l|is  lifv : — 
a  ftitc,  not  pcculiar^to  John  Stow ! 


Iir 
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In  the  sixteenth  century  (reserving  Speed^s  woA 
as  the  first  of  our  Histories^  so  called^)  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  thing  particularly  deserving  of  iiotice^ 
till  we  reach  the  age  of  cant  and  persecution  during 
the  time  of  tbelnterregnupi — ^when  the  Parliamentary 
Chronicle  of  Vicars,*  published  during   the  yeaiB 

Howes  tells  them  how  heroically  he  had  surmounted  the  labours  and 
difficulties  of  his  *  Continuation  ;'  in  the  course  of  which  "  he  had  to 
encounter  the  ecxASa,  sarcasms,  and  discouragement  of  several  friendsi 
one  telling  him,  that  he  '^  thanked  God  he  was  not  yet  made  to 
waste  his  tiine,  spend  two  hundred  pound  a  yeercj  trouble  himsdf 

'  ^d  all  his.  friends,  onely  to  gayn  assurance  of  endlesse  reproadi> 
losae  of  libertie,  and  bring  all  his  dayes  in  question,"    Bishop  Niccd- 

HMi  says»  *^  Howes  is  very  unfortunate,  if,  after  the  great  pains  of 
thirty  years  bestowed  upon  his  continuation  of  this  Chronicle,  he  he 

-  juiily  liable  to  the  sharp  sentence  that  Fuller  has  passed  upon  him  Y* 
Emgl  Hiat.  Libr.,  p.  7? }  and  Fuller's  Warihie$,  p.  830-1  in  'London.* 
I  have  heard  of,  but  never  seen,  copies  upon  large  paper  of  the 
iKCond  edition  of  1631.  Mr.  Grenville  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of 
a  copy  upon  thick  paper — the  only  one  I  ever  saw — ^which  had  be* 
longed  to  Dr.  Mead.  It  was  probably  the  one  which  had  been  sold 
at  the  sale  of  Barrett's  library,  in  1818,  for  gS6.5U,  6d.  Messrs. 
Arch  mark  an  ordinary,  sound  copy,  in  calf  binding,  at  sBS»  St. 
*  JoBN  ViciiRs  is  one  of  the  triumvirate  thus  noticed  in  the  iqn* 

'  BQKirtal  poem  of  Hudibras. 

Thou  that  with  ale,  or  viler  liquors, 
Dids't  inspire  Withers,  Pryn,  and  Vicars. 

Canto  1.  V.  645. 

§ 

The  strange  titles  of  the  Parliambntart  Chronicle  of  Vicars  are 
set  forth  at  length  in  the  Cens  Literetria,  vol.  i.  p.  329,  and  Watt's 
Biogr.  BrUan. — to  the  former  of  which  I  refer  the  reader  for  extracts 
firom  the  work.f  The  first  published  portion  of  this  Chronicle  is 
called  Jehovah  Jireth,  God  in  the  Mount,  &c.  containing  Parts  I.  II. 
Plart  III.  is  called,  '^  GodCs  Arke  overtopping  the  World's  Waves  :" 
jRod  the  IVth  part,  "  the  Burning  Bush  not  comumed,*'  &c.  Dr. 


f  And  fbr  m  perfect  specimen  of  Vican't  choicect  dang,  I  recpma^pd  the  reader 
to  ChtUmerit  Biogr.  JHct*  vol*  zzz.  p.  332-3. 
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1643-6,  in  four  parts,  in  4to.  arrests  our  immediate 
attention.  It  has  of  late  become  very  rare,  ib  a  per* 
feot  state ;  and  as  it  is  never  likely  to  be  reprinted,  it 
will  not  want  severity  of  competition  among  purcha* 
aerSh  There  is  doubtless  much  curious,  and  much 
distorted  information,  in  this  chronolo^cal,  ^^  medley 
of  &cts^  and  of  party  fury" — as  the  recent  Editor  of 
the  Athence  Oxonienses  properly  designates  it.    The 

BHtts  fJthen.  Oxen.  vol.  iii.  col.  d69>  note  3)  tells  us  that>  iti  the 
^^ear  ISOSj^  he  *^  saw  a  perfect  copy  sell  at  an  auction  for  122."  A 
^opyof  ii,  'in  blue  morocco,  border  of  gold,  gilt  leaves,'  was  pur- 
chased ai  the  sale  of  Mr.  Heathcote's  books  in  1808,  (n«  834),  by 
Sir  Mark  Masterman  Sykes,  for  42.  145.  6d. ;  which  copy  was  pui^ 
diased  at  Mr.  Woodhouse*s  sale,  {Bihl.  Woodh.  no.  806.),  for  the  sum 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Bliss,  in  Bibl.  Allen,  no.  1504.  Dr.  Lort*s  copy — 
in' which  the  Doctor  had  written  '  such  a  copy  as  this,  compleat,  is 
seldom  to  be  met  with* — was  sold  for  22.  25.  Another  work  of  Vicars, 
called  '  Transactions  of  these  latter  yeares,  emblemised.  (being  the 
pi^ceding  article),  was  sold  for  32.  This  latter  work  has  plates.  It 
would  be  difficult  now  to  appreciate,  with  accuracy,  the  pecuniary 
worth  of  Vicars's  Chronicles  3  but  I  should  say  that  a  good  and  per- 
fect copy  might  be  worth  6L  6s,  As  to  the  poetical  pieces  of  Vicars, 
their  rarity  must  have  arisen  from  their  destruction  on  account  of 
iheir  worthlessness.  Dr.  Grey,  in  his  note  upon  the  verses  of  Hudi- 
bras  (just  quoted)  is,  1  submit,  much  in  error  in  calling  Vicars  "  as 
able  a  poet  as  Withers."  The  truth  is,  he  had  neither  the  genius  nor 
the  (comparatively)  felicitous  versification  of  the  latter.  Let  me 
select  a  specimen — from  a  specimen — in  Dr.  Bliss's  Athen,  Oxon. — 
from  the  Chronicler's  ^^  Prospective  Glasse  to  looke  into  heaven.*  16I& 
sign,  D.  6. 

The  gates  of  which  most  holy  habitation, 
Are  pearles  of  peerlesse  price  and  yalnation. 
Whose  wall  is  all  of  precious  stones  most  pure. 
Incomparably  rich,  and  strong  fendure : 
There  is  that  glorious  paradise  celestial]. 
Surpassing  Adam's  paradise  terreslriall. 
Wherein  are  fluent  oily  riuers,  currents, 
Falre  brooks  of  butter,  and  sweet  honny  torrents^ 
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republican  annals  were  doomed  to  meet  with  another 
Recorder^  or  Chronicler,  of  the  name  of  Jambs 
Heath  ;*  whose  wretchedly  printed  but  by  no  means 
wholly  useless,  performance,  seems  to  have  been  put 
forth  rather  as  a  vehicle  for  cuts  of  the  sorriest  pos« 
sible  description.  It  first  appeared  in  four  parts, 
forming  two  small  octavo  volumes,  in  1661 :  and 
afterwards  in  1663.  Copies,  containing  cUl  the  por* 
traits,  are  yet  caressed  by  enthusiastic  collectors. 
Among  the  last  of  our  Chroniclers,  was  Sir  Richard 

Bat  this  is  taking  *'  the  young  man"  prematurdy^  and  by  stealth,  as 
it  were,  into  the  department— K>r  region— of  Poetry.  I  must  not 
be  guilty  of  an^  further  such  indi^retion. 

♦  The  title  of  Heath's  work  is  this  :  "  A  hriefe  Chronicle  of  the 
late  intestine  War  in  the  three  Kingdoms  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
IreUmdf  &c.  Four  parts,  in  *i  vol.  8vo.  1661>  1663.  The  same, 
continued  to  1675  ',  London,  1676,  Folio.  I  shall  speak  chiefly  of 
the  octavo  edition ;  which,  '^  on  account  of  the  pictures  (says  An- 
thony a  Wood)  of  the  most  eminent  soldiers  in  the  said  war,  make* 
the  book  valued  the  more  by  some  Novices.'*  A  frontispiece,  and 
ihirty'seven  Portraits,  render  a  copy  complete.  As  to  the  text,  th^ 
said  Anthony  designates  it  as  ''  being  mostly  compiled  from  lying 
pamphlets,  and  all  sorts  of  news-books,  having  innumerable  errovp 
therein,  especially  as  to  name  and  time,  things  chiefly  required  in 
history.**  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  iii.  col.  664.  Edit.  Bliss.  I  take  the 
edition  of  1663  to  be  only  that  of  1661,  with  a  fresh  title-page. 
Since  the  publication  of  Granger,  this  book— on  account  of  cutting 
out  the  portraits,  for  an  illustrated  copy  of  his  work— has  greatly 
risen  in  price,  if  aLL  the  portraits  are  found  in  a  genuine  state.  Tom 
Osborne  markod  it  at  a  price,  which  would  have  pleased  old  An- 
thony ;  namely,  at  Ss.  6d,  **  Trith  cuts  ^'*  in  his  catalogue  of  1766# 
ho.  13045.  Of  late  years  it  has  brought  a  large  sum.  At  West*s 
sale.  Bill.  West.  no.  4037,  it  was  sold  for  9X.  2s. :  at  Woodhouse's, 
{Bibl.  Wood.  no.  350),  for  SI.  5«.,  "  elegant,  in  morocco  binding.^ 
See  too  Bibl.  Allen,  no.  518,  and  Scotfs  Catalogue  (1804),  no.990i 
A  fine  and  perfect  copy  may  probably  be  worth  7'«  7*- 

The  folio  edition  has  no  ornament  but  a  frontispiece  of  Charles  11^ 
surrounded  by  his  loyal  Generals.    Wood  says  that  this  continuation. 
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Sakbr:*  a  man  of  versatile,  but,  as  I  take  it,  of 
slialkiw  parts;  and  yet,  sach  was  the  popularity  of 

V  nosdj  made  up  from  gazette^**  was  by  John  PhillipB^ ''  nephew  by 
the  mother  to  Job.  Milton.*'  There  is  another  folio  edition^  of  the 
date  of  1 691 .  But  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  scarce  or  dear. 
'  •  Dr.  Bliss^  in  his  recent  and  truly  valuable  edition  of  W6od*s 
Athen  Oxan.  voL  iii.  col.  1 46-8,  has  given  us  a  list  of  the  various  edi- 
tions of  this  once  popular  Chronicle,  which  I  believe  few  lovers  of 
history  now  venture  to  peruse,  and  still  fewer  to  quote.  It  is  entitled 
•  ''  Chrmicle  of  the  Kings  of  England,  &c.  with  a  Catalogue  of  the 
NolnUiy  and  Baronets;  and  was  first  published  in  1641^  folio,  about 
three  years  before  the  death  of  the  author .f  Not  fbwer  than  nine 
editions  in  the  same  century,  succeeded  it:  and  before  the  second 
edition  in  1653, 1  find  an  edition  of  it  published  in  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage^ at  Amsterdam,  in  1649,  "  embellished  with  neat  historical 
{ilates  and  portraits.**  See  the  BibL  FageU.  xP  7734.  The  two 
latter  editions — of  the  dates  of  1730,  and  1733<~bringing  tiie 
dironicle  down  to  the  death  of  Geoige  I.  are  considered  the  prefer- 
able ones.  Anthony  a  Wood  calls  the  author  a  "  noted  writer,*'  and 
Mrives  hard  to  inspire  us  with  a  reverence  for  his  character:  but 
Bishop  Nicolson  says,  that  his  Chronicle  is  fit  only  ''  to  please  the 
rabble/'  Historical  Library,  p.  73.  And  what  are  we  to  say  to  an 
author,  whose  vanity  was  so  excessive  as  to  instigate  him  to  tell  the 
world  that  ''  if  all  other  Chronicles  were  lost,  posterity  would  be 


t  **  This  first  edition  u  m  rare  book.  Besides  the  engraved  frontispiece  by 
Marshall,  contuning  portraits  of  CharUs  /.  and  Sir  Richard  Baker,  it  should  pos- 
sess a  plate,  by  Cor.  V.  Dalen,  of  Charles  II.  when  a  boy,  to  whom  the  original 
woriL  was  dedicated.  The  first  continuation,  extending  to  tiie  year  1658,  was  by 
JSdward  Fhillips,  the  nephew  of  MUton,  who  printed  it  in  1660,  and  probably 
snperintended  many  of  the  subsequent  impressions.  Certainly  }he  ninth,  in  1696, 
has  his  name  to  the  introduction.  When  Lane^om*s  continuation  commenced 
(if  he  did  continue  the  work  at  all)  seems  nncert^;  Langhom  died  in  1681* 
Hie  editions  of  1730  and  1733  seem  to  be  one  and  the  vame— excepting  a  fresh 
title  to  the  latter.  It  u  called  the  best  edition ;  but  the  earlier  copies  (partion- 
larly  that  of  1641),  contain  many  very  curious  documents,  and  several  interesting 
particukrs  omitted  by  Phillips  and  his  followers.  Bliss's  lUUquU  HeamUmm, 
roh  i.  p.  241.  Langhom  published  a  chronicle,  in  Latin,  entitied  ChmUrmm 
M^r^m  AngUrum^  ifc  Land,  tyjris  E.  F.  Svo.  without  date :  but  perhaps  about  16^. 
See  this,  and  tiiree  otiier  works,  relating  to  our  history  and  antiiiuities,  notieed 
in  tiie  same  •«  Relics."  ^ 
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his  flimsey  performance,  that  not  fewer  than  ^eiglit 
editioDB  of  it  went  through  the  press  after  his  deatb<^ 
in  1644  ;  he  himself  living  to  see  only  the  first  edition 
in  1641.  I  believe  no  man  was  found  imprndent 
^enough  to  republish  it  after  the  year  1733 ;  the  date 

sufficiently  informed  of  every  thing  memorable  in  past  times^  by 
leading  his  own.**  Yet^  as  Mr.  Chalmers  (Biogr.  Diet.  vol.  liL  p. 
^43),  has  observed,  the  late  worthy  and  learned  Daines  BaninglM 
gvf  es  the  most  favourable  opinion  of  this  Chronicle.  *  *  JBaker,  (Bays 
the  latter  authority^)  is  by  no  means  so  contemptible  a  writer  as  he 
is  generally  supposed  to  be :  it  is  believed  that  the  ridicule  on  this 
Chronicle  arises  from  its  being  part  of  the  furniture  of  Sir  Roger  de 
Carerley*s  Hall,  in  one  of  the  Spectators."  Sir  Richard  (in  spita  of 
all  his  pious  eflFusions)  *  appears  to  have  been  a  gay  and  an  impnidant 
man,  as  he  died  in  the  Fleet  Prison :  A.  D.  1644. 

^shop  Nicolson  has  well  called  upon  the  impartial  reader  to  look 
into  Thomas  Blount's  Jnimadversums  on  this  Chronicle^  published  at 
Obdord,  in  1672,  8vo. — in  which  the  public  had  ''  such  a  spednicn 
of  its  many  and  gross  errors,  as  ought  to  have  shaken  its  credit.*' 
And  yet  (in  the  Bishop's  time)  ''  it  sold  as  well  as  ever.*'  Blount 
himself  is  supposed  to  have  spent  several  years  in  writing  a  Chronide 
of  English  Afiairs;  but  neither  Wood]*  nor  Nicolson,  nor  Hearoe^ 
had  ever  met  with  it.  See  the  latter*s  Peter  Langtofft's  Chronick, 
voL  L  p.  zxviii.  He  was  the  author  of  the  well  known  Glossographia 
Nova,  &c.  Wood  is  fertile  in  the  notice  of  his  labours.  Note  of 
Sir  Richard's  Chronicle :  the  later  editions  have  engraved  title-page4« 
and  a  copy  is  worth  about  1/.  lOs, 


t  Serend  **  MeditaHotu  and  DitquMiioiu  m  the  Ptalmt  of  David,**  are  notifted 
hf  Wood :  and  one  npon  the  Lord^f  Prayer^  1633«  Ac.  4to.  Of  this  Utter,  we 
here  a  singular  testimony  from  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  the  author's  **  quondani 
dumber- fellow/'  to  whom  Baker  sent  it  before  it  went  to  press.  '*  I  mndi 
admire  (says  Sir  Henry)  the  very  character  of  your  style,  which  seemeth  onto  me 
to  have  not  a  little  of  the  African  idea  of  St.  Austin's  age,  full  of  sweet  raptnriee, 
and  of  researching  conceits :  nothing  borrowed,  nodiing  vulgar,  and  yet  all  floor- 
ing fnm  you,  (I  know  not  how)  with  a  certidn  equal  facility."  Athen  Oteo»,  viftl* 
lit.  col.  147.  Sir  Henry  must  have  been  in  more  than  a  usual  complimentary 
mood.  The  mght  of  the  author'^  ms.  before  it  went  to  press  must  have  quite  ofor^ 
set  him.  I  find,  in  that  singulariy  rich  Ubrary  of  R.  Smith,  16S2,  p.  316,  n*  3^  a 
work  by  Sir  Richaul  called  **  MoHvet/or  Prayer  apea  tkeSevem  Days  m  ike  Wn^:^ 
with  cuts,  1642, 18mo. 
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of  the  last,  aad  what  is  considered  to  be  the  best, 
edition* 

The  woixi  "  History  "  should  seem  to  have  so  com-- 
pletely  superseded  that  of  ^^  Chronicle/'  that  I  am  not 
sure  whether  any  Chronicler  is  to  be  found  till  the 
year  1777— ^when  a  work,  under  the  title  of  *^  The 
Chronicle  of  England,  from  the  landing  of  JuUus 
Cassar  in  Britain  to  the  Norman  Conquest j*  appeared 
'from  the  laborious  pen  of  Joseph  Strutt  :  among  the 
earliest  of  his  performances.  It  is  a  mere  collection 
of  facts ;  exhibiting,  however,  the  result  of  much 
curious  research,  which  has  considerably  enlarged 
cmr  stock  of  information  respecting  our  Anglo-Saxon 
Ancestors.  The  plates,  forty-two  in  number,*  are 
merely  intended  for  illustrations.  With  Strutt  died 
pur  Chroniclers,  professedly  so  called. 

I  now  take  up  the  History  of  England,  properly 
80  designated,  from  the  time  of  Polydore  Vergil  to 
the  more  recent  publications  of  the  present  period, 
not  without  the  accompanying  and  appropriate  aid  of 
Memorials^  Journals,  and  Memoirs.  The  Chronicles 
will  be  found  to  supply  the  vacuum  between  the  mid- 
dle of  the  sixteenth  century  and  the  commencement  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  The  Historia  Anglica  of 
Polydore  Vergil,  first  published  at  Basil,  in  1534,i* 

*  These  plates  are  little  better  than  magazine  productions:  un- 
frorthy  of  the  name  and  reputation  of  the  author.  At  the  end  of  the 
second  volume^  p.  277*  there  is  an  ^'  Appendix,"  which  extends  to 
page  291^  inclusively.  The  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  is 
(enriched  with  several  copies  of  this  not  undesirable  work.  The 
small  paper  being  marked  at  4tL  4s.  -,  and  the  large,  '^  very  neat,  in 
roBsia/'  at  12/.  125. 

t  This  is  the  first  edition  of  the  work,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
printed at  the  same  place  in  1555,  1556,  1557,  and  again  in  1570, 
folio.    The  octavo  edition  of  1651  is  considered  the  best.     An  inter- 
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IS  DOW  rarely  consulted ;  its  chief  merit  consistiog  in 
the  purity  of  its  style.  The  author  has  been  accused 
of  having  destroyed  those  ms.  authorities  which  be 
consulted.  The  Collectanea  of  Leland^  have  beeif 
the  well-springs  of  a  great  portion  of  informatioii 
found  in  the  pages  of  Polydore  Vergil's  successors. 

From  Vergil  I  proceed  to  John  Speed  ;  whose  Hud 
torie  of  Great  Britaine  was  first  published  in  1611,+ 

mediate  edition  was  published  at  Ghent  in  1556^  8vo.  2  vol.  The 
edition  of  1534  will  necessarily  be  considered  as  the  Editio  Princeps; 
and  perhaps^  of  all  copies  of  it,  now  in  existence,  that  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  T.  Grenville  is  the  finest.^  It  seems  to  be  also  on  lab  as 
PAPER.  The  binding  is  in. the  original,  beautiful  condition)  and 
wiU  be  found  described  in  the  Bibliogr.  Decameron,  vol.  ii.  p.  469r 
All  the  books,  with  this  peculiar  binding,  appear  to  have  belonged 
to  a  collector,  resident  at  Basle.  At  least  I  have  seen  none  but^ 
Basle  books  in  such  a  binding.  But  the  typographical  execution,  and 
graphic  embellishments,  of  this  first  edition  of  Polydore  VergiFs 
Hbtory  of  England,  are  most  inviting.  Consult  the  Typog.  Antiq. 
YoL  i.  p.  xliv>  xlv.  In  regard  to  the  character  of  the  historian,  the> 
reader  may  see  some  powerful  hostile  criticisms,  from  powerful 
names,  in  the  Bibliomania;  p.  323.  There  are  some  who  think  that 
Polydore,  in  the  purity  of  his  style,  redeems  the  frequent  infidelity  of 
his  narrative.  Had  he  given  us  a  ^'  History  of  his  own  Timea " 
(and  those  times  were  most  interesting,  and  he  an  acute  observer) 
88  Burnet  has  done,  we  might  have  cheerfully  parted  with  every  lina 
of  his  ''  Historia  Anglica." 

*  Leland's  valuable  Collections  were  first  published  by  Hearne,  ia 
1715,  6  vol.  8vo.    Of  tbese^  hereafter. 

f  The  dates  of  the  subsequent  editions  are  l6l4,  1623,  1627j 
1632,  and  1650 :  each  in  folio — and  all  substantial  volumes :  but  the 
first  of  161 1  seems  to  be  the  favourite.  Large  paper  copies  of  this 
first  edition  are  by  no  means  uncommon.  Mr.  Triphook  has  at  this 
moment  a  very  fine  one,  marked  at  5/.  5s.  Messrs,  Arch  mark  a  copy 
of  it,  together  with  the  Theatre,  *c.  (of  which  presently)  at  9l.  9#. 


t  It  has  bowever  the  4ate  of  1533. 
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iir  a  tf^l^inlid  folio  volume,  and  of  which  five  ecBtloiMf; 
a^peaml  before  the  expiration  of  the  half  of  the  same 
century.  Whoever  was  the  projector  of  the  $node  of 
publications  is  not  known :  if  it  were  Speed  himselfy 
he  deserves  the  warm  thanks  of  posterity — for  it  is,  of' 
all  others,  one  of  the  most  tasteful  and  useful  plans 
ever  carried  into  effect.  And  Granger  has  told  us, 
that  Speed*s  work  ^^  is,  in  its  kind,  incomparably  more 
complete  than  all  the  histories  of  his  predecessors  put 

It  ia  in  mo6t  of  our  celebrated  public  and  private  coUections :  *  but 
one  of  the  most  gorgeous  copies  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  is  that 
in  the  archiepiacopal  library  at  Lambeth — in  2  vol.,  bound  in  red  • 
morocco,  with  the  plates  coloured.  The  brass  and  gold  coins,  &c.  have 
a  good  efiect ;  bat  the  rest  of  the  ornaments  are  tawdrily  executed.  . 
In  former  times,  this  copy  appears  to  have  been  much  used.    The 
cuts  in  Speed's  history  are  in  wood,  and  consist  of  coins,  seals,  arms, 
and  difierent  insignia  of  the  several  reigns.    The  first  three  editions 
have  etfgraved  title-pages ;  the  two  latter  have  letter-press  title-  . 
pages,  with  an  exodlent  portrait  of  Speed,  engraved  by  Savery,  pre-- . 
fixed.    This  is  the  only  portrait  of  Speed  (according  to  Granger) 
extant.    Nicolson's  English  Hiit.  Library,  p.  73,  edit,  folio,  1T3$» 
may  be  worth  consulting,  respecting  the  particular  merits  of  Speed's 
history.    Fuller  has  sneered  at  it^— in  his  usually  characteristic  man- 
ner :  but  it  is  only  a  sneer.f 

I  have  said  that  the  first  edition  of  1611,  is  ''  the  fiivourite;'*  but 
as  Speed  died  in  1629,  I  know  not  why  the  subsequent  editions,  up  . 
to  his  death,  are  to  be  hastily  discarded.    Accordingly  I  find  a  copy 
of  the  fourth  edition,  in  1627>  upon  large  pafeb,  in  the  Bibk  i 
R.  Smithy  p.  280,  n?  364 }  and  a  similar  one  in  West's  collection;  . 
Bibl.  West  Tfi  4125)  splendidly  illustrated,  which  latter  was  sold  fiatf 


*  It  was  also  in  the  Lobrary  of  Major  Pearson,  n**  5484.    A  simil&r  large  paper ' 
copy  is  in  the  library  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin— from  the  Fl^fcl  Collection,  Ti*  ' 
7732. 

t  What  Sir  Henry  Spelman  said  to  Sir  Wm.  Dagdale,  about  Speed,  was  a  harm- 
Um  Joke  rather  than  a  sneer.    **  We  are  beholden  to  Mr.  Speed  and  Sto#e  JTor 
HUekimg  np  for  us  our  English  history."    Both  Stowe  and  Speed  were  ihMi.  ' 
Aubrey's  Lives  of  Eminent  Men;  Tol.il  p. 541.  *'  "^ 
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t()gether."*  The  History  and  Lives  of  XX  Kinges,qf, 
ilngland,  8^c.  by  Wiujam  M artvn^  Esq.i*  is  now,  I 

6i:  lOf.  Messrs.  PiEi}'ne  and  Foss  mark  a  large  paper  copy  of  this 
edhkn^  together  with  the  TT^eaire,  in  nissia  binding^^  gSLt  leaves;  at 
6L  Ss.  2  ToLt  The  Theatre  of  Great  Briiain  has  been  published 
perhaps  more  frequently  than  the  history — as  early  as  1  11^  and  as 
late  as  1743:  see  Gough*s  British  Topography,  vol.  i.  p.  91  :  where 
the  work  is  called  ''  a  noble  apparatus**  to  the  history.  It  consists 
of  maps  of  several  counties  and  principal  borough  towns  of  6.  B.  and 
haa  small  engravings  of  palaces  and  great  mansions,  in  the  corners— 
which  the  hungry  illustrator  seizes  upon  and  cuts  up  without  re* 
morse.  A  good  copy  of  this  Theatre  (in  which  the  maps  and  arma. 
are  frequently  coloured),  may  be  worth  2/.  2i.  Du  Fresnoy  (in 
Rawlioson's  Catalogue)  calls  the  Theatre  *'  a  diligent  and  exact 
work>  and  of  equal  use  for  the  history,  as  the  topogpraphy  of 
England/*  voL  ii.  p.  460.  A  remaikably  fine  large  paper  copy  of  the 
first  edition,  1611,  was  sold  at  Woodhouse*8  sale  fur  lU.  lli. 

*  Biographical  History  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  320,  edit.  1804. 

f  Martyn's  history  comprises  a  period  from  the  reign  of  \^^iam  f . 
tathat  of  Henry  VIII.,  with  the  succession  of  the  Dukes,  Earls,  &c.' 
of  this  kingdom  to  the  Xllth  of  James  I.  London  1615,  1638,  folio. 
Hie  engraved  portraits,  above  noticed,  are  within  very  small  circles, 
suspended,  medallion- wise,  to  the  shafts  of  two  columns.    The 
eurkras  necessarily  covet  brilliant  impressions  of  these  graphic  gems. 
SeeBibU  Hohlyn,  pt.  ii.  p.  509.    Nicolson  notices  the  second  edition 
as  enlarged  with  the  lives  of  the  three  succeeding  Monarchs :  but 
wUhout  the  frontispiece.  My  memory  may  misgive  me,  but  I  seem  to 
possess  not  a  very  indistinct  recollection  of  a  fine  laige  paper  pre- 
seatation  copy  of  the  first  edition,  with  such  impresnons  of  the  r^;al 
pottreits  as  made  the  beholder  almost  start  back  with  delightfhl 
astonishment !     Martyn  was  recorder  of  Exeter)  and  his  history  was 
ushered  into  the  worid,  after  his  decease,  by  his  sons)  who  were' 
very  anxious  that  the  public  should  acknowledge  the  same  degree  of 
merit  in  it  which  they  themselves  fancied  they  discovered.    But  the 
event  proved  sadly  otherwise. 


i^  Uiis  same  catalogue  (1822,  n^  5&31),  1  find  a  copy  of  Speed's  Catalogna^ 
of  Helig^os  Houses  in  Great  Briteiu,  interleaved,  with  portrait  of  Speed  ii|f^ 
serted,"  very  neat,  15#. 
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believe^  a  volume,  coveted  chiefly  for  the  brilliant 
frontispiece  of  small  portraits  of  the  Monarchs  whose 
deeds  are  recorded  in  the  text.  Wm.  Marshall  wasi 
the  engraver  of  these  brilliant  little  heads*  The  la- 
bours of  Maityn  were  never  intruded  upon  the  public 
beyond  a  second  edition,  which  appeared  in  1638. 
The  first  was  published  in  1616.  A  book  of  greater 
intrinsic  worth,  and  of  much  rarer  occurrence^  next 
arrests  our  attention.  I  speak  of  the  ^^  PalcB^Albion 
or  The  History  of  Great  Britame^  Sgc.  by  William 
Slatybr  ;  which  appeared  without  date,  but  I  believe 
in  the  year  1621.*  Old  Anthony  a  Wood  says  that 
th€  author  was  ^^  in  good  esteem  for  his  knowledge  in 

*  In  the  recent  edition  of  the  Aihentt  Oxonienses,  voi^  iiL  coL  2d7> 
there  is  some  account  of  Slatyer,  together  with  a  specimen  of  the 
English  verses  from  his  history ',  for  which  Dr.  Bliss^  the  editor,  re- 
fers to  the  Censura  Literaria,  vol.  ix.  p.  31-36 — and  where  indeed 
several  specimens  will  be  found  both  of  the  Latin  and  English  poetiy. 
Dr.  Bliss>  with  good  reason,  thinks  the  former  superior  to  the  latter. 
I  know  not  for  what  reason,  but  this  has  always  been  a  rare  book  in 
a  perfect  state.  Nicolson  gives  a  very  brief  notice  of  it  5  and  it  is 
only  to  the  BibL  Beauclerk,  part  ii.  n*  2344,  (which  copy  with 
another  book,  was  sold  for  a  shilling  only),  that  I  am  able,  just  now, 
to  refer  for  the  existence  of  a  copy  in  a  printed  catalogue  of  a  private 
library.  A  copy  is  in  the  British  Museum,  but  not  in  the  Royal  or 
London  Institution  libraries.  An  inspection  of  a  sound  and  neat 
copy,  in  the  choice  collection  of  Mr.  Roger  Wilbraham,  enables  me 
to  point  out  to  the  purchaser  the  necessity  of  examining  whether  the 
copy  he  have  in  view,  contain  sign.  D  d.  3 — on  the  reverse  of  whicn 
the  work  ends.  From  signature  C  c  2,  the  leaves  are  not  number^. 
The  ''  maiginal  notes  "  are  duly  mentioned  by  Wood.  As  a  sped- 
men  of  one  or  two  of  them,  let  the  reader  consult  p.  113,  where  the 
heraldic  authorities  of  John  Harding,  John  Hanvill,  and  N.  Upton 
are  cited,  in  order  to  prove  what  arms  '*  Brute  bare!"  The  cut 
of  Hengist  at  the  commencement  of  Ode  VII.  is  borrowed  from 
Speed. 
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Biiglish  History,  and  bis  exceltent  vein  in  Latin  and^ 
£ligHsb  poetry''— of  both  of  which,  indeed,  he  has  ex-« 
hibited  copious  specimens,  in  the  Liatin  and  English' 
verses  throughout  the  Ten  Books  of  which  his  history 
i#  composed. 

It  is  now  time  to  notice  "  The  Collection  of  the 
HUtory  of  England  by  Samuel  Danibl  ;**+  not  pro*' 
bably  in  the  precise  chronological  order  in  which  it 
was  published,  but  from  the  "  last  corrected  copy**  of 
the  author  appearing  in  1634;  after  which  it  wag 
continued,  chiefly  by  John  Trussel,  to  the  year  1685. 
Daniel  stands  exceedingly  high  in  the  estimation  of 
competent  judges,  as  the  preceding  note  will  abun-' 
dantly  testify.  About  thi^  time  came  forth  the  history 
of  Great  Britain  by  Duchesne  ;  and  towards  the  end. 
of  the  same  century,  appeared  the  labours  of  another. 
French  historian,  of  the  name  of  Larry,  connected 
with  our  history.    I  place  them  thus  together,*  almost 

*  It  b  perhaps  difficult  to  know  precisely  when  the  first  edition  of 
Samubl  Dani£l*s  truly  desirable  volume  appeared.  Bishop  Nicol*  * 
son  hastily  (I  think)  places  it  in  1602.  Mr.  Burnet  ^Specimens  of 
Englkh  Prose  Writers^  vol.  ii.  p.  368)  in  1613.  It  seems  that  two 
editions  preceded  that  of  1634;  namely^  one  in  1618,  and  another 
in  1621.  The  dates  of  Trussbl^s  (very  unworthy)  continuation  are 
1636,  1650>  1685 : — incorporating  Daniel's  text:  and  from  the  BIbL 
Hokiyn.  pt.  ii.  p.  509,  these  latter  should  seem  to  be  the  preferable 
editions.  The  style  of  Daniel  has  been  geherally  and  warmly  com- 
mended.  Headley  calls  the  author  '^  the  Atticus  of  his  day  :'*  Anm 
ami  English  Poetry,  vol.  i.  xUi.  edit.  1787  :  See  also  Ellis's  Earkf 
BngUih  Poets,  vol.  ii.  p.  316.  Echard  also  pnuses  him  in  the  pre- 
fiice  of  his  own  History  of  England ,  coupling  him  with  Milton.  It 
must  be  noted,  here,  that  Daniel  was  a  poet  as  well  as  an  historian. 

f  I  will,  as  briefly  as  possible,  dismiss  the  notice  of  these  two 
French  writers  of  our  history.  Duchbsne's  history  appeared  at 
Ftois  in  1634-41;  and  again  in  1666,  in  two  folio  volumes.  JUr-. 
tbongh  the  author  be  called  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Recueil  dm 
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parentbeticaUy,  and  proceed  to  Milton,  Whkelock; 
and  Brady.  First  of  Milton  ;  whose  history,  however, 
is  very  short;  it  having  been  j&rst  published  in  1671, 
4to.,  and  afterwards  in  1695, 8vo.  It  has  been  ineor« 
porated  in  the  octavo,  and  both  the  folio,  editions  of 
Ms  works ;  the  latter,  of  1738,  the  better  edition.  The 
history  extends  only  to  William  the   Conqueror.* 

Hiiioriens  dei  Gaules,  8sc.  ''The  Father  of  French  Historians/' 
he  is,  in  reference  to  English  history^  among  the  least  of  its  cbil* 
DRBN.  Du  Fresnoy  dispatches  the  work  with  the  laconic^  but  em* 
phatic,  qpithet  of  ''  Mediocre/'  Larry,  who  was  a  protestant, 
published  the  second  volume  of  his  history,  first,  in  1697 :  the  third 
in  1698:  the  first  in  1707,  and  the  fourth  in  1713.  It  was  much 
applauded  abroad  on  its  first  appearance,  as  the  completest  history 
in  ihe  French  language :  and  the  portraits,  with  which  it  is  plenti- 
folly  furnished,  helped  to  increase  its  popularity.  But  scarcely  a 
score  of  years  elapsed,  ere  the  work  was  found  to  be  jejune  and  un- 
satisfactory ;  and  in  spite  of  the  style  and  narratiye,  which  Niceron 
designates  as  *'  coulante*'  and  ''  int^ressante,**  the  work  rapidly 
sunk  in  estimation :  and  is  now  seized  upon  by  Collectors  chiefly  for 
the  sake  of  the  portraits — which,  if  blackness  or  strong  shadow, 
alone,  possess  merit,  are  most  meritorious.f  Copies  on  large  papbk 
are  by  no  means  rare.     M^movres  desHommes  Illustres}  voL  i.  p.  10. 

*  Mr.  Disraeli,  the  modern  "  Indagator  invictissimus*'  of  every 
thing  that  is  curious  and  interesting,  and  precious,  relating  to  oi^r 
history  and  literature,  has  furnished  us  with  the  following  piece  of 
information  respecting  Milton*s  History  of  England,  '*  Milton,  in 
composing  his  History  of  England,  introduced,  in  the  third  Book,  a 
very  remarkable  digression  on  the  characters  of  the  Long  Parlia-- 
ment :  a  most  animated  description  of  a  class  of  political  adventu- 
rers, with  whom  modern  history  has  presented  many  parallels.  From 
tenderness  to  a  party  then  imagined  to  be  subdued,  it  was  struck 
out,  by  command,  nor  do  I  find  it  resti'\  Tin  Kennet's  CollectioQ^ 
of  English  Histories.*'    It  was,  howev        .preserved  by  a  pmr^plT^fA. 


t **  Hie  portndU,  in  number  LXVII,  are  r  Yand/trwerf^  by  Vm%  fkma^^ 
oOun  r  See  Bibl.  Tigel,  no.  7737.  The  I  tnHALi  of  these  engnired  fMMI^ 
i^Hfe^l-ffwpeot^TnT'iNvicolly*  ideal.  .        •  *..■•  ^iih^H 
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Tht  Memorials  of  English  j^gTairs  (from  the  ber 
ginning  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  to  the  Restoration) 
by  BuLSTRODE  Whitelock,  and  which  iGirst  appeared 
in  1682*^  is  an  admirable  work;  but  both  *^the 
Young*'  and  "the  Old"  Collector  will  do  well  to 
admit  only  the  last  edition  of  1 732  into  his  library. 
More  ample,  and  doubtless  more  valuable,  than  either 
of  its  precursors,  is  A  Complete  History  of  England^ 
&e.  by  Robert  Brady,  published  at  Loudon  in  1685- 

in  1081^  which  has  fortunately  exhibited  one  of  the  warmest  pic- 
tures in  design  and  colouring  by  a  master*s  hand.*'  New  Series  of 
CuriosUies  of  Literature :  vol.  i.  p.  144.  But  this  tract  is  reprinted 
in  MUton*s  Prose  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  39>  Edit.  1738— where  its  omis- 
non,  in  aU  the  previous  editions  of  Milton*s  history^  is  mentioned* 
My  friend  Mr.  Amyot  seems  to  suspect  that  MUton  was  not  the 
anUior  of  it :  and  I  own  that  I  incline  to  his  opinion. 

*  I  must  commence  this  note  with  confessing  my  obligations  to 
the  authority  with  which  the  last  terminated.  Whitblock*8  Memo^ 
naU  were  first  published  (as  above)  **  by  Arthur,  Earl  of  Anglesea, 
who  took  considerable  liberties  with  the  manuscript.'*  The  "  liber- 
tiesT*  usually  consisted  of  a  characteristic  stroke,  or  a  short  critical 
ofriiiion^  which  did  not  harmonise  with  the  private  feelings  of  the 
Sari.**  The  passages  struck  out  were  restored  (says  Mr.  Disraeli) 
io  the  edition  of  173^  ;  which  have  scarcely  increased  the  magnitude 
of  the  volume,  and  *'  the  booksellers  imagine  that  there  can  be  no 
material  difference  between  the  two  editions^  and  wonder  at  the  bib- 
Ikigraphical  mystery  that  they  can  afford  to  sell  the  edition  of  1683 
allOf.>  and  have  5^  55.  for  the  edition  of  1732.**  New  Series,  &e. 
vuLi.  p.  144.  The  edition  of  1732  is  doubtless  the  safest  to  pur- 
chase ;  but  the  recent  catalogues  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss,  and 
Longman  and  Co.  lead  us  to  indulge  the  hope  that  a  copy  of  it  may 
be  obtained  for  one-fifth  less  than  the  '*  round  sum*'  mentioned  by  ^ 
toy  very  "  curious**  friend  Mr.  D*Israeli.  Granger  says  (from 
tdbsrd)  that  ''these  memorials  would  have  been  much  more valu- 
ablCj  if  bis  wife  had  not  burnt  many  oJP  his  papers.**  Biogr.  Hist,  of 
gjybiiiijt  yoL  iv.  p.  65.  ''  There  is  an  anonymous  pamphlet  (sajs 
Qmi^)  well  worth  the  reader's  attention,  entitled  '<  Clarendom  «i4 
fFhiieiock  Juriher  compared."    It  was  written  by  Mr.  John  Davya;  x^ 
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17CiO,*  in  2  folio  volumes  ;  to  which  is  usually  added 
a  third  volume,  being  the  author's  ^^  Introduction  to 
the  Old  English  History^*  with  a  Glossary,  &c.  1684, 
ftiid  a  fourth,  being  an  *^  Historical  Treatise  of  Cities 
akd  Boroughs.*^  Brady's  performance,  which  has 
Fi^ceived  the  warm  commendations  of  Lord  Keeper 
Guilford,  and  HtkmCy  as  its  title  imports,  may  be  con- 

\ 

Hertford  College*  Oxford/'  There  is  another  work  by  Whitelocke>^ 
now  little  read>  containing  '*  Memorials  of  the  English  Jffairsfrom 
the  time  of  Brute  to  the  end' of  the  reign  of  James  I.'*  This  was  pub* 
lished  by  W.  Penn  and  Dr.  Welwood  in  1709^  and  may  usually  be 
furchased  for  a  few  shillings. 

*  More  cannot  be  said  in  recommendation  of  Brady's  history  thaa 
is  said  above :  and  the  well-disposed  to^imrds  an  acquisition  of  good 
old  English  History  will  do  well  to  secure  a  copy  of  it  at  the  very 
reasonable  price  of  ^h  ^,,  in  three  vols.»  as  marked  in  the  recent 
catalogue  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss.  Mr.  Laing  marks  a  copy ''  in 
four  yoL  not  quite  uqiform"  at  ^L  l^s,  6d,  The  work  extends  only 
to  the  reign  of  Richard  II. :  but,  says  the  Lord  Keeper  Guilford  "  it 
is  compiled  so  religiously  upon  the  very  text,  letters,  and  syllable  of 
the  authorities,  especially  those  upon  record,  that  the  work  may 
justly  pass  for  an  antiquarian  low  book.  Each  volume  of  the  history 
contains  a  firontispiece,  and  a  copious  Appendix  separately  numbered. 
The  portrait  of  James  I.  is  in  the  first  volume ,  of  which  the  ''  Ge- 
neral Preface'*  is  full  of  Anglo-Saxon  historical  erudition.  His  Intro- 
duction to  Old  English  History  is  '*  compr^ended  in  three  several 
traces,"  &c.  together  with  a  Glossary.f  This  forms  a  third  volume. 
The  account  of  cities  and  boroughs,  a  fourth.  A  complete  copy  is  in 
the  Library  of  the  Royal  Institution.  Brady  has  been  long  consi- 
dered as  the  champion  of  Toryism,  at  the  period  when  he  wrote.  I 
seek  in  vain  among  catalogues — for  copies  of  his  estimable  labours 

upon  JLABGB  PAPBB. 


.  t  The  Tracts  are  these  :  1. «  An  Answer  to  Mr.  Petyt**  JUghit^ye  Cmmm 
aueried"  and  to  a  book  intituled  *'  Jani  Anghrum  fades  Novo,"  2.  An  Answer 
to  a  book  intituled  ^*  Argumentum  Antinormanicum,**  3.  "  The  exact  history  ^ 
the  succetsion  of  the  Crown  of  England  ;**  second  edit  very  much  enlarged.  Hie 
Glossahv  ezfonnds ''  many  words  used  frequentiy  in  our  ancient  Records,  Ltwsj 
and  HistuHans.*' 


OF  QVEAT  BRITAIN.  2a 

«idered  rather  the  ground  wprk  of  a  general  bUtoiy 
of  £ngland— it  being  "  ail  delivered  in  pl^in  ntaitef 
of  fact,  without  any  reflections  or  remartjues."  It  if 
a  work^  which  will  every  year  necessarily  becoine 
rarer  and  rarer.  The  last  historian  in  the  seventeenth 
century  whom  I  shall  notice  —  aqd  who,  especiailjr 
with  the  admirers  of  the  Whig  principles  of  our  coor 
stitution,  is  deservedly  held  in  considerable  respecf^ 
is  James  Tyrrell,*  whose  General  History  ofEng' 
land,  Sic.  was  published  in  1696-1704.    It  is  in  three 

^  Perfect  sets  of  TyrreU  are  becoming  rarer  and  rarer  every  day. 
The  author  was  professedly  a  Whig  -,  and  Tom  Heame^  who  made 
4lUggism  and  republicanism  synohymous^  observes^  in  a  letter  to 
Anstis,  of  the  date  of  July  11,  1714,  "  The  last  time  I  saw  fifa. 
Tyrrell,  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  London  to  print  another  part  of 
his  General  History  of  England.  1  hope  he  will  retract  his  errors; 
but  this  I  cannot  well  expect,  considering  his  age  and  his  zeal  for 
republican  principles.*'  Letters  of  Eminent  Persom,  &c.  toL  i.  page 
889.  I  do  not  know  what  ^'  other  part"  of  his  English  Histoiy 
Heame  can  allude  to,  as  Tyrrell  died  in  1718f  having  just  broug^ 
out  an  enlarged  edition  of  his  "  Bibliotheca  PoUtica,  or  an  Enquiry 
into  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  English  Government,*'  in  folio— 
of  which  I  observe  a  copy  on  large  papek,  marked  at  lOs.  6d,  in 
Mr.  Payne's  catalogue.  Of  the  "  History,**t  I  know  of  no  copy 
upon  large  paper;  nor  of  any,  in  any  form,  which  has  a  date  later 
than  1704.  The  volumes  in  fact  are  nominally  three,  but  volumot 
II.  and  III.,  being  each  of  them  about  double  the  bulk  of  volume  1. 
are  more  commonly  bound  in  parts  ;  thus  making  the  entire  wox)^ 
consist  of  five  volumes.  The  purchaser  should  see  that  he  is  sup- 
plied with  volume  III.,  Part  II.,  printed  in  1704,  and  completing  the 
history  to  the  end  of  Richard  11.  In  the  BibL  West.  no.  41S3,  there 
waa  a  copy  *'  with  a  great  number  of  ms.  notes  in  the  maiigin,  and 
insertions  of  curious  ms.  papers  in  a  fair  hand ;  *'  which  Paterson,  who 
drew  up  the  catalogue,  supposed  to  be  ''  {he  work  of  some  very  able 


*  like  Brady's,  it  extends  only  to  the  time  of  Richard  U.;  bat  ithasmanj 
curious  docnmentSy  illastratiye  even  of  the  history  of  our  language  ;  to  which  I 
think  either  Warton,  Rition»  or  Bnrnett  has  referred* 
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w  foar  folio  volumes,  according  to  the  tmej  of  the 
purchaser.  Tyrrell  is  the  very  opposite  of  Brady  ; 
and  his  work*  abounds  with  equally  curious  and  im- 
portant matter.  He  married  the  grand-daughter  of 
Usher ;  and  Heame  admits  (but  with  apparent  re- 
luctance) that  he  ^^  is  a  learned  man,  although  he  runs 
counter  now  and  then  to  usually  received  opinions/* 
See  the  preface  to  Benedict.  Ahhas^  p.  xi.  In  his 
Thomas  de  Elmham,  page  xvi,  he  seems  to  squeeze 
out  a  compliment  to  him  in  a  circuitous  and  heart- 
less manner.  The  truth  is,  that  TyrrelFs  history, 
together  with  that  of  Brady,  is  indispensable  to  au 
historical  collection  of  any  extent :  but  one  regrets 
that  the  volumes  are  usually  found  in  such  varying 
sizes. 

The  opening  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  parti- 
cularly distinguished  by  a  series,  and  almost  throng  of 
Histories  of  England,  general  or  partial,  so  as  to  make 
it  somewhat  difficult  to  select  them  with  judgment, 
and  describe  them  with  accuracy.  But  the  names  of 
Kennst  and  Ec hard— connected  with  the  former— 
and  that  of  the  illustVious  Clarendon,  illustrative  of 
the  latter,  species  of  history — demand  our  immediate 
attention.  First,  then,  of  the  *^  Complete  History  of 
JEfigland"  usually  attributed  to  Bishop  Kennet,  but 
which  was  published  anonymously — first  in  1709,  and 
secondly  in  1719,*  each  edition  being  in  three  volumes. 

historian^  if  not  of  the  author  himself.'*  In  the  collection  of  Daly's 
booksj  which  were  8old  in  Dublin  in  1792,  there  was  a  similar  copy, 
iH^five  vols. :  thus  described.  '*  To  this  copy  Mr.  Tyrrel  has  made 
considerable  additions  in  ros.  written  in  a  £Bdr  hand,  which  must  be 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  learned.'*  It  was  purchased  for  102. 
4$.  6d.  I  observe  an  ordinary  copy  of  this  work  marked  at  SL  in  Mr. 
Lalng's  catalogue  of  1822 :  no.  7479. 

*  First,  as  to  the  author.    What  could  be  the  motive  of  Bisbop 
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I  have  little  hesitation  in  affirming,  that^  considering 
the  authentic  and  interesting  materials  of  which  this 

Kennet*  to  deny  it^  is  Dot>  at  this  period^  very  manifest.  That  h% 
took  an  ample  share  in  it>  is  evident  from  Heame  s  affirmation  3  wtlb 
says  (Oct.  8>  1708)  that ''  Mr.  Took  told  Sir  Philip  Syndem,  that 
he  paid  Dr.  Kennet  200  libs  for  his  share  in  the  three  yols.  of  Engliiii 
l^storianSj  beudes  about  100  libs  that  it  cost  him  in  treats.''  EeU^ 
fidse  Heamiana ;  vol.  i.  p.  141.  Mr.  Nichols>  in  that  most  interest* 
ing  4to.  volume  called  Anecdotet  of  Literature,  17B0  (subsequently 
and  miraculously  expanded  into  fourteen  substantial  octavos)  tells  qSj 
at  p.  54,  that  the  compilation  of  the  first  two  volumes  of  Kennet*i 
history  was  by  a  Mr.  Hughes  3  who  is  supposed  to  have  written  '*  tb^ 
general  prefsu^  without  any  participation  of  l>r.  Kennet.**  (P<nr 
aome  interesting  particulars  respecting  Kennet>  consult  p.  532  of  the 
same  volume.)  This  history,  as  the  title  imports,  is  '^  illustrated 
with  large  and  useful  notes,  taken  from  diverse  MSS.  and  other  good 
authors  :*'  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  pre&ce  to  the  third  volume; 
we  are  informed  that  the  author's  intention  was  ''  to  hold  an  even 
balance,  and  to  let  nothing  turn  it  but  truth  and  jusdce.*'  The 
reader  has  only  to  glance  on  the  subjoined  notef  to  be  convinced  of 
the  importance  of  the  materials  of  which  these  volumes  are  composed. 
They  are  not  destitute  of  embellishments,  such  as  they  are  3  th6 
heads  being  engraved  by  Vanderbanck,  The  list  of  subscribers  is 
large  and  respectable.  Each  volume  has  a  copious  indesc  Thi 
third  volume  of  Kennet  gave  rise  to  the  following  publication  t 
^  ExAMBN :  or  an  Enquiry  into  the  Credit  and  Veracity  of  a  Pretended 

*  He  was  not  made  a  Bishop  till  1718  :  when  he  had  the  See  of  Peterborongli. 
t  Vol.  I  ;  contains  :  1.  Milton's  History  of  England ,  up  to  the  ConqwU :  i. 
Daniell's  ditto  :  3.  Ditto,  Life  of  WiiUam.  the  Firat :  4.  The  mme  of  JfiUImm 
JI.  down  to  Henry  F/.— that  of  Richard  II.  heing  '*  new  writ :"  5.  Habino* 
ton's  Life  of  Edward  IV:  6.  Sir  Thomas  More's  Life  of  Edward  V,,  and  ff 
Richard  ///.-continued  hy  Hall  and  Hollinshed  :  7.  Buck's  L^e  of  Richard 
JIL:  8.  Lord  Bacon's  Life  tff  Henry  ViL 

Vol'  IL  contains  :  1.  Lord  Herbert's  Life  of  Henry  VlJI:  2.  Hatward's  lAfi 
^f  Edward  yL :  3.  HuOHEs's  Life  of  Queen  Mary,  translated  from  the  Latfil 
of  Francis,  Bishop  of  Hereford  :  4.  Camden's  Life  of  EUBoketh,  traneiaioM 
^y  Davie :  5.  Appendix  to  the  mane:  6.  Camden's  Annate  of  James  /.  nsr«r 
before  in  English.    7-  Arthur  Wilson's  Life  t^ James  L 

Vol.  III.  From  Charles  I.  to  William  UI.  inclnsive  ~  '*  all  new  writ  hy  a  learned 
and  impartial  hand ;"  which  "  hand"  U  snppoted  to  be  Kennefs. 
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work  is  composed^  (and  of  which  the  subjoined  note 
affords  a  testimony)  it  must  be  entitled  to  a  more 
conspicuous  place  in  the  Library  of  the  careful  collec- 
tor than  dther  of  its  predecessors :  and  if  the  mate- 
rials are  sound,  it  is  but  of  second  importance  by  whom 
they  were  collected ;  although,  in  my  own  estimation,, 
the  hand  of  Kennet  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  their 
selection.    The  history  of  Laurence  Echard,*  of 

CompUU  Hiitory  ;  shewing  the  perverse  and  wicked  Design  of  it,  and 
Ae  manif  Falsities  and  Abuses  of  Truth  contained  in  it.**  &c.  By  the 
Hon.  Roger  North,  Esq.  London,  17^0,  4to.  This,  till  its  recent 
reprint,  was  a  scarce  and  coveted  book.  It  contains  many  curious 
particulars }  although  Kennet  is  hardly  treated  with  even  the  commoa 
civility  of  a  gentleman. 

The  edition  of  1719>  commonly  called ''  the  besit,**  contains ''  notes, 
fiidd  to  be  inserted  by  Mr.  Strype :  and  several  alterations  and  addi- 
tions." Nichols,  ibid.  Dr.  Rawlinson,!  however,  seems  to  doubt 
the  authenticity  of  these  notes  as  being  penned  by  Strype.  See  a 
particularly  described  copy  in  Bibl,  Uoblyn.  part.  ii.  p.  508.  The 
liAROB  PAPER  copies  are  by  no  means  rare.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss 
mark  a  neat  copy  of  the  second  and  best  edition  at  31,  3«. 

*  '<  CoUectio  minime  contemnenda**«»says  Fabricius,  as  he  com- 
mences his  analysis  of  the  contents  of  each  volume  of  the  first  edi- 
tion. Bibl  Lat.  Med.  et  Inf  ^tat.  vol.  i.  p.  274,  edit.  1734.  In 
his  preface,  however,  Echard  treats  the  monkish  writers  of  the  mid- 
dle ages,  and  even  Holinshed  and  Speed,  very  uncourteously :  as 
highly  disagreeable  to  the  taste  and  genius  of  this  refined  age;"  and 
2M  *'  now  much  neglected  and  almost  laid  aside" — observations, 
which  equally  prove  the  author's  want  of  judgment  and  of  taste,  if 
not  of  knowledge.  Bishop  Nicolson,  oddly  observes,  that  *'  this 
history  was  chiefly  intended  for  the  useful  diversion  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry.*'  EngL  Hist.  Libr,  p.  74  :  and  Rawlinson  allows  that  it 
was  "  much  esteemed  by  the  author's  countrymen."  Trans,  of  Du 
firesnoy,  vol.  ii.  p.  466.  The  author  of  the  ''  Church  History  of  the 
CathoUcks*'  has  however  accused  Echard  of  '*  venturing  into  the 
world,  without  the  ceremony  of  quotations."    Jacob  Tonson^  the 


t  JYmiuimiioH  t^Du  Fretnoy ;  foI.  iL  464,  note  ^ 
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Trhichi>oth  editions  were  published  just  :oiie  year  after . 
those  of  Kennet,  seems  to  have  less  claim  upon  the: 
attention  of  posterity;  although  (as  the  subjoined) 
note  may  testify)  there  have  not  been  wanting  weightyt 
authorities  to  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  atu 
thor's  contemporaries.  But,  on  the  whole,  Echard  ifl^ 
admitted  with  reluctance,  though  sometimes  from 
necessity,  into  ^^  the  Young  Man's  "  historical  coUeC-)^ 
tion. 

Perhaps,  pursuing  exact  chronological  order,  i; 
ought  here  to  notice  the  Genealogical  History  of  the: 
Kings  and  Queens  of  England  by  Francis  SANDFORHy 
of  which  the  best  edition  appeared  about  this  time'^ 
namely,  in  1707;*  and  of  which  copies  on  large  paper 

bookseller^  had  a  royal  privilege  for  the  exclusive  sale  of  the  firsi 
edition^  for  fourteen  years.  Of  the  seconds  which  does  not  seem  to 
hxM  out  any  advantages  over  the  firsts  there  are  magnificent  copies 
<Hi  LAROB  PAPER — printed  in  the  fine  style  of  the  first  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century. 

*  Although  this  edition^  with  additions  and  improvements  by 
Stebbino,  be  doubtless  the  best>  yet  I  recommend  the  very  nice* 
and  curious  Collector  to  avaU  himself  also  of  the  previous  edition  of 
1^7  ;  because  the  chief  attractions  of  this  work  consist  in  the  Em' 
belliihments — ^which  are  engravings  of  tombs,  seals^  devices,  arm4f 
quarterings,  crests  and  supporters,  &c.  of  the  several  monarchs,  &c* 
Tlie  earlier  edition  will  necessarily  have  the  choicer  impressions  of 
the  plates ;  and  if  these  be  taken  out  and  inlaid,  as  duplicates,  in  the 
later  edition,t  I  hardly  know  of  a  more  splendid  and  magnificent 
Tolume— especially  if  it  be  on  large  paper  :  which  indeed  is  of  ez^ 
treme  rarity.  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  one  of  ^e  finest  copies  of  thto 
second  edition,  on  large  paper,  with  which  I  am  acquainted  It  had 
once  (I  believe)  graced  the  shelves  of  the  Lee  Priory  Library.    A 


t  Mcanrg.  Payne  and  Fobs  present  us  with  a  similar  copy  in  their  r^ent  cata-f 
togne— but  it  seems  to  be  beyond  all  price !  At  least,  none  is  affixed.  It  is  oa 
small  paper.  Watt  wiU  supply  the  other  magnificent  work  of  Sandford.  The 
l^islory  of  such  costly  publicatioiis,  at  such  a  period,  most  be  curious. 
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amoonsideved  as  amoog  the  great  gnns  even  of  mag* 
nificetit  collebtioDS.  Bat  the  lostre  of  all  partial  and 
eiven  general  Histories  of  England^  was  eclipsed,  at 
the  opening  of  the  eighteenth  century,  by  the  History 
of  the  Rebellion  and  Civil  Wars — from  the  powerful 
pen  of  Lord  Clarendon:*  a  work,  of  which  the 

similar  cop7>  at  Althorp>  bound  in  rassia«  was  furnished  by  Messrs* 
Arch  at  the  cost  of  36^  IBs.  In  Osbome*s  time  (1759)  it  might 
have  been  purchased  for  ^L  12i.  6d.  in  this  state.  The  catalogue  of 
Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  marks  a  copy  of  the  small  paper>  in  russia, 
at  lOL  lOt. :  and  a  **  tall  copy^  in  russia**  is  marked  at  9l.  9f .  in  the 
catalogue  of  Messrs,  Longman  and  Co.  Messrs.  Arch  gallantly  lift 
up  the  price  to  122.  12«.  Sandfbrd  may  therefore  be  said  to  be 
''  looking  up**  in  the  market.  With  this  *'  Genealogical  History** 
is  usually  united,  in  a  large  library,  ''  the  History  of  the  Coronation 
qf  James  II"  16S7,  with  nimierous  plates.  A  fine  copy  may  be 
worth  52.  Bs. 

*  A  pleasing  little  bibliographical  memoir  might  be  composed 
respecting  the  progress  and  success  of  this  immortal  work  :  which 
has  placed  the  author  among  the  acutest  observers,  profbundest  think- 
ers, and  most  impartial  historians^  of  any  age  or  nation  .f     But  my 


t  It  were  idle  to  quote  authorities.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  edition  of  Dryien*» 
Worht,  YoL  ix.  p.  63,  quotes  Hume  only :  but  Walpole,  Granger,  Lodge,  and  Chal- 
mers, may  be  also  consulted  with  advantage.  Dryden  addressed  some  verses  to 
Lord  Clarendou  on  the  new  year's  day  of  1662,  when  the  ChanceHor  enjoyed  the 
loll  confidence  of  the  Monarch  and  the  nation :  but  the  poet's  Muse  was  not  in  her 
best  trim  on  the  occasion,  and  the  profligate  Charles  more  than  divides  the  eulogies 
of  the  upright  Chancellor.  How  ought  Dryden  to  hare  addressed  that  great 
man  in  his  banishment  ?  and  how  magnificent  are  the  lines  of  Pope  to  Harley, 
Earl  of  Oxford,  on  a  similar  occanon  ?  To  revert  to  the  history : — ^it  is  the  matter, 
which  chiefly  fixes  the  attention,  and  confirms  the  judgment :  for  the  perusal  of 
Clarendon  is,  after  all,  any  thing  but  a  recremtitm*  His  style  is  cumbrous.  His 
periods  are  long  and  frequently  involved.  The  very  opening  of  the  work,  although 
indicative  of  a  lofty  and  generous  turn  of  mind,  is  somewhat  obscure  and 
oppreinve.  We  rise  from  Clarendon,  as  we  sometimes  do  from  Milton  —  often 
charmed  and  astonished — but  a  little  wearied,  and  well  pleased  to  rise.  It  is  the 
magnanimous  impartiality  of  the  Chancellor,  as  well  as  his  inflexible  adherence  to 
truth,  which  constitutes  the  chief  excellence  of  his  History.  Many  writers,  I  think, 
have  described  characters  asviridly  and  as  copiously ;  but  it  is  the  honesty  of  Lord 
Clarendon's  descriptions  which  makes  his  figures  **  Hand  out  of  the  canvas**  aad 
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iinpressiona  and  profits  have  increased  in  an  eqoal 
rati(H-and  of  which  the  popularity  is  boilt  upon  an 

business  is  with  a  few  simple  facts  .  .  and  to  be  of  service  to  the 
reader  chiefly  in  the  selection  of  the  more  preferable  editions  of 
Lord  Clarendon's  history.  The  work  first  appeared  in  three  folio 
volumes^  in  the  years  1702^  1703^  and  1704.  The  Proclamation  of 
Queen  Anne>  for  fourteen  years  exclusive  sale^  is  dated  '*  at  Hamp* 
ton  Court,  the  2^th  day  of  June,  1703."  The  prefcice  was  written  by 
Dr.  Alrichj  Dean  of  Christ  Churchy  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments 
of  the  University  of  Oxford.  ReUtjuue  Hearniana,  vol.  i.p.  55.  Some 
of  the  titles  of  this  first  edition  (Dr.  Bliss  tells  us)  are  uniformly 
dated  1704.  This  veas  the  favourite  edition^  especially  on  larob 
PAPBB>  which  served  for  the  Grangerites  to  illustrate.  I  observe 
such  a  copy  of  it>  together  with  a  similar  one  of  the  State  Papen, 
(first  published  in  1767)  in  seven  vols.>  marked  at  2U.  in  the  recent 
catalogue  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss.  A  second  folio  edition  of  the 
History  appeared  in  1707>  of  which  there  are  two  copies,  on  lai^ 
paper^  at  moderate  prices,  in  the  recent  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Long- 
man  and  Co. ;  and  a  pirated  edition  of  this  impression  came  out  at 
Dublin  in  1719.  The  best  octavo  edition  before  the  reprints  is  that 
of  1732.  The  octavo  editions  are  almost  innumerable ;  beginningn 
with  the  year  1705^  and  ending  with  1819.  The  exclusive  printing 
vests  in  the  University.  A  Supplement  to  Lord  Clarendon's  histoiy, 
containing  tracts,  speeches,  letters,  &c. :  *'  with  the  heads  [portraits] 
of  the  great  men  on  both  sides,  eighty-five  in  number,**  was  first 
published  at  London,  in  1717 ,  again  in  1724,  8vo.  These  heads 
had  better  been  elsewhere.  ''  The  History  of  the  Rebellion  and  Cml 
Wars  in  Ireland,**  first  appeared  in  1720, 8vo.  A  Collection  of  Tracts 
(obtained  from  Lord  Clarendon's  youngest  daughter,  the  LadyFran« 
ces  Knighteley)  was  also  first  published  at  London,  in  1727^  folio. 
The  preceding,  with  the  Chancellor's  Autobiography,  first  published 
at  Oxford,  in  1759  in  folio  and  octavo— again  in  1761,  8vo.— and 
again  at  the  same  place,  in  1817,  4to.  to  harmonise  with  the  4(0b 
edition  of  the  Rebellion  in  England  and  Ireland,  in  1816,  6  vols, 
—form  the  principal  works  that  have  raised  Lord  Clarendon  to 


claim  our  irKsistible  attention.  Truth  has  n^ed  up  Us  coloun— and  thne  Wfll 
render  them  only  more  mellow  and  attractlTe.  Of  all  the  characters  gfren  hf 
writers  of  Oarendon*  that  hy  Oraagv  Is  MM  of  the  moat  pithy  and  exact 
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w^mriahaUe  basi^.  Aistetesman,  a  lawyer^  and  a  phi- 
loflopbei^fa  its  most  practical^  and  perhaps  rational^ 
sense^  there  is  hardly  any  name  which  has  reached  ns^ 

•  ■  •  ■ 

encircled  by  pnrer  rays  of  renown^  than  that  of  Hyde^ 

ihat  rank  which  he  will  probably  eyer  maintain  in  the  annals  of  his- 
torical fame.  His  Religion  and  Policy,  which  was  first  published  at 
Oxford^  in  ISII,  8vo.  2  vols.^  is  not  likely  to  meet  with  the  success 
of  the  noble  author's  previous  labours.  But  the  public  is  about  to 
receive  the  most'  valuable^  and  the  most  thoroughly  original;  edi- 
tion of  the  History  of  the  Rebellion  in  England  and  Ireland,  from  the 
forthcoming  impression  of  this  work>  under  the  editorial  care  of  the 
Rsv.  Db.  BandineLj  principal  Librarian  of  the  Bodleian  library  from 
the  AUTOGRAPH  OP  THE  NoBLK  AuTHOR— of  which  ouly  96  pages 
appear  to  be  missing.  The  public  may  not  be  aware  that  in  the  pre- 
vious editions^  Lord  Clarendon*s  text  had  been  softened  and  a  little 
modified  in  some  of  the  expressions  (by  Abp.  Sancroft  and  his  lord- 
ship's sons)  although  no  historical  &ct  had  been  suppressed  or  per- 
verted. Still  it  was  not  the  genuine  picture  of  that  great  author*s 
mind — and  that  picture  we  shall  shortly  have  the  pleasure  of  con- 
templating. 

Need  I  remind  the  reader  of  that  most  exquisite  and  matchless 
ILLUSTRATED  large  paper  copy  of  the  edition  of  1807>  which  has 
been  so  imperfectly  described  in  the  JEdes  Jlthorpiana  ?  And  when 
I  mention  this^  I  am  not  unmindfid  of  that  still  more  marvellously 
illustrated  copy,  of  the/oZto  edition^  which  belonged  to  the  late  Mr. 
Sutherland^  and  which  is  briefly  mentioned  at  page  668  of  the  Biih' 
Uomania,  The  first  copy  is ''  matchless'*  as  an  octavo^  containing 
prints  and  uncoloured  drawings  only.  The  latter  admits  drawings 
also.* 

*  And  here,  a  word  or  two  about  the  portrait  of  the  illastrious  author  himself. 
It  is  certain  that,  if  the  engraved  head  of  him  by  Fittler,  in  the  recent  edition  of 
1816,  be  a  retembitmee  to  the  Original,  those  portraits,  by  preceding  engrarers, 
firom  the  pencils  of  Lely  and  Zoust,  are  not  so ;  and  Granger  (toI.  iii.  p.  360)  telii 
ua  that  *'  the  best  picture,  and  the  truest  likeness  of  him,  is  that  which  was  painted 
by  Sir  Peter  Lely."  The  portrait  to  the  quarto  Oxford  edition,  represents  the 
Chancellor  when  he  was  a  young  man— but  he  has  here,  a  hooked  or  roman  nose ; 
whereas,  in  the  other  portraits,  the  nose  is  rather  flat  Once  "  a  roman  nose/ 
miways  a  roman  nose.  See  Mr.  Harding's  Illustrious  Portraits^  which  gives  us 
the  head  by  Lely,  admirably  engraved  by  Cooper* 
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Earl  of  Clarendon ;  or  any  wliich  is  likely  to  go  down 
to  posterity  in  a  more  unsullied  state  of  purity.  When 
one  considers  the  times  in  which  this  celebrated  Lord 
Chancellor  livedo  the  station  which  he  filled^  the  char 
racters  with  whom  he  came  in  competition— as  able 
as  they  were  intrepid,  daring,  and  corrupt)  his  family 
connections,  his  career  of  glory ;  brightest  in  its  wane 
•i— and,  above  all,  the  leoacy,  which,  in  his  History^] 
he  has  bequeathed  to  posterity,  ...  I  hardly  know 
how  to  call  upon  both  ''  the  Young  and  the  Old/' 
lover  of  good  books,  sufficiently  to  reverence  those 
invaluable  volumes  known  by  the  title  of  the  '^  HisJ^ 
ton/  of  the  Rebellion  and  Civil  fVars  in  England^ 
begun  in  the  year  1641,'*  by  the  great  author  in 
question. 

I  am  now  approaching  the  period  when  '^  General 
Histories ''  of  England  were  written  in  a  more  metho- 
dical order — when  the  stream  of  events  flowed  on 
uninterruptedly;  and  when  the  reader  might  com- 
mence with  the  invasion  of  Julius  C&sar,  and  con-* 
elude  with  the  elevation  of  the  House  of  Hanover. 
The  previous  histories  contained  detached  Memoirs, 
or  Lives,  or  Annals.  They  supplied  the  materials  for 
the  picture,  rather  than  exhibited  the  picture  itself. 
Or,  they  were  as  the  groups,  or  main  features  of  the 
composition ;  wanting  that  keeping  and  expression 
which  arise  entirely  from  the  magic  of  colour.  At 
length  appeared  an  History  of  England,  from  the  pen 
of  a  foreigner,  which,  till  the  publication  of  Hnme*9 
celebrated  history,  was  attended  by  an  unprecedente4 
popularity  in  its  sale.  I  am  of  course  alluding  to  the 
work  of  Rapin  ;*  first  published  in  the  French  Ian* 
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g^age  at  Amsterdamj  in  1724,  in  ten  qterto  vo- 
huneg ;  and  reprinted  the  following  year  at  Trevtnus; 

the  English  as  to  foreigners  j  and  a  great  deal  of  amusing  biblio- 
graphical discussion  belongs  to  the  account  of  the  editions  of  his  his- 
toiy.  The  two  French  quarto  editions  aboye  mentioned,  each  of  which 
contains  a  brilliant  head  o(  Rapin,  may  be  had  at  very  slender  prices 
indeed.  The  work  was  translated,  and  improved  by  "  Notes  eoc]e8i-> 
aftical  and  civil,*'  by  Tlndall,  and  published  in  1728,  8vo.  in  15  vo- 
lumes. A  continuation  by  Tindall,  appeared  in  1732  :  the  whole  in 
3  vols,  folio.  This  folio  was  again  published  in  1743,  with  the 
Monuments,  Houbraken*s  Heads,  Maps,  Plans,  Summary  and  Me- 
dallic  History,^  ip  5  folio  volumes ;  and  the  octavo,  in  1757^  in  81 
volumes  :  so  that  both  these  latter  editions,  of  their  respective  sizes, 
must  be  considered  the  preferable  ones.  They  are  dear,  in  fine  con- 
dition. A  copy  of  the  former,!  is  worth  31/.  lOs, — and  even  of  the 
previous  folio  of  1732,  with  the  Summary  and  Medallic  History, 
a  copy,  in  5  volumes,  is  marked  at  12/.  12«.  in  Fayne*s  Catalo- 
gue ;  whereas,  with  the  portraits  of  Houbraken  inserted,  it  is  valued 
at  31/.  lOi.  "  in  russia,  with  gilt  leaves,'*  by  Messrs.  Arch.  A 
copy  of  the  best  octavo,  neatly  bound,  is  worth  about  10/.  lOi. 
The  recent  labours  of  Mr.  Archdeacon  Coxe  have  taught  us  the 
value  of  TindalVs^  Continuation.  No  historical  library  can  be  per- 
fect without  it. 


*  The  5th  Tolame,  containixig  the  maps,  monaments,  plans  of  battles,  Ac  was 
published  by  itxelf :  but  these  are  usually  incorporated  in  the  body  of  the  work, 
la  tli^  proper  places. 

t  Birch's  Lives  of  Ukutriout  Persons,  The  portraits  to  this  work,  engrared 
chiefly  by  Houbraken  in  Holland,  were  originally  published  by  themselyes  in  num- 
bers, each  containing  four  heads,  at  5s,  per  number  for  the  large  paper,  and  3«. 
per  number  for  the  small ;  but  on  account  of  the  great  expense  of  importing  the 
plates,  the  price  was  raised  to  6s.  for  the  large  and  4s,  for  the  small  numbers  ; 
there  were  not  any  copies  of  proof  impressions,  but  what  were  procured  from  the 
engraTers  or  the  printers  out  of  the  usual  course  of  sale ;  and  should  a  complete  set 
of  these  ever  offer,  it  would  be  worth  near  upon  a  hundred  guineas.  The  lives  writ- 
tea  by  Dr.  Birch,  were  delivered  to  those  subscribers  to  the  portraits  who  chose  to 
take  them,  separately  ;  the  first  volume  contains  80  portruts,  and  the  second  28, 
wllh  separate  titles,  &c.  The  whole  was  reprinted  in  1756,  in  1  volume,  and  the 
Uv«s  paged  from  1  to  108,  without  separation.  These  108  portraits,  are  some- 
timea  added  to  those  which  belong  to  Rapin  and  Tindall,  vis.  43  by  Vertie,  and' 
If  by  Houbraken,  and  unitedly  form  a  very  fine  book. 

tTladaniriiiiMlstodbyCbdletfiiedAldtaiH;  who,  la  fact,  abridged  hH  tils- 
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ill  the  same  number  of  quarto  volnmes.    It  was 
shortly  afterwards  translated  into  our  own  language, , 
and  published  without  a  continuation  by  Tindall^  in: 
two  octavo,  and  three  folio,  impressions.    Such  a. 
successful  sale  was  without  a  parallel :  while  the  skill : 
of  the  Engraver  was  latterly  called  in  aid  to  embelr. 
lish  the  text  of  the  Historian.    Whatever  may  be  the 
superiority  of  the  labours  of  Hume,  Henry,  and  later 
historians,  let  me  assure  the  well  educated  and  taste- 

But  a  word  only  for  the  vert  carious — Young  and  Old  Collector. 
It  is  weU  known  that  there  are  copies  of  the  best  folio  Rapin  upon 
fine  writing  paper  ;  and  such  copies,  if  they  possess  fine  proofs  of  the 
heads  engraved  by  Houbraken  and  Birch,  are  . .  .  not  now  to  be 
purchased — unless  on  the  death  of  a  very  eminent  collector*  Oar 
old  CoUectors*'  usually  enriched  their  libraries  with  such  copies ;  but 
I  know  of  none  which  exceeds  that  at  Althorp,  bound  in  8  volumes 
(including  the  Summary  of  the  Maps  and  Flans)  which  had  belonged 
to  Geoige  Steevens,  and  which  was  not  obtained  under  the  sum  of 
rixty  guineas.  It  is  bound  in  calf,  with  a  broad  border  of  gold  on 
the  sides^  having  the  edges  of  the  leaves  marbled>  and  gilt.  I  am 
told  that  a  fine,  similar,  copy  adorns  the  library  at  Wobum  Abbey. 
The  late  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes  justly  boasted  of  a  similar  treasure— bound 
in  red  morocco,  and  obtained  of  Mr*  Evans ;  but  the  first  two  volumes 
only  were  upon  writing  paper.  This  copy  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  his 
library  in  1824  for  67/. :  and  the  purchaser  was  Mr.  Thorpe.  Miss 
Cnrrer  (whom  I  had  inaccurately  made  the  purchaser  of  it)  may 
boast  of  a  perfect  copy  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Dent  is  also  in  posses- 
ion of  a  similar  copy.  It  is  now  a  work  of  the  rarest  possible 
occurrence. 


Ukj,  and  pablished  it  in  1747,  8vo.  3  toIs.    Mr.  Archdeacon  Coxe  Bays,  (Pref.  !• 
Mfinoirs  of  Lord  Oxford)  that  the  Continuation  was  written  by  Dr.  Birch.    II*) 
nptes  to  the  former  part  are  excellent,  and  constitute  the  principal  reason  for  pre* 
fefring  the  translation  to  Rapin's  original  edition. 

*■  West's  extraordinary  copy  was  not^  however,  upon  fine  writing  paper.  I^ 
the  JSibl.  Wett.  n?.  4136,  it  is  called  a  matchless  set-*"  embeUished  with  serenM.. 
hiudred  tsira  portraits^  plans,  maps,  views,  public  buildings,  medals—maaf  «C. 
wfaiiicb  are  exceedingly  scarce,  with  Jtf  S.  iUnstratioiis  of  the  prints."  This  ^opf  ^ 
wyfQjdlw;S4^m.  Iwp^JdlMak»owSi».whj(pip>^ 
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fat  collector  of  books,  that  he  can  have  no  brightei*^ 
of*  more  desirable  ornament,  in  the  historicttt  depoM* 
ment  of  his  library,  than  the  second  folio  edition  of 
Hapin  and  Tindal),  adorned  by  the  heads  of  Vertue- 
and  Houbraken.  He  must  shun  the  last  folio,  by 
Harrison,  as  he  would  a  plague-stricken  Turk. 

The  present  is  probably  the  fittest  place  to  notice 
the  publications  of  Hearne,  to  which  some  allusiion 
has  been  made  in  a  preceding  page.*  As  Hearne 
died  between  the  publication  of  Rapines  history  and 
that  of  Carte,  (presently  to  be  noticed)  we  may  as  well 
therefore  occupy  a  few  pages  with  the  register  of  hia 
historical  works,i'  in  the  chronolo^cal  order  in  which 

.  *  See  page  178«  ante. 

f  *'  The  last  who  has  dug  deep  into  the  mine  [of  English  His- 
tory]  was  Thomas  Hsaune,  a  clerk  of  Oxford^  poor  in  fortune^  and 
iildeed  poor  in  understanding.  Uis  minote  and  obscure  diligeiice« 
hit  voraaious  and  undistinguishing  appetite^  and  the  ^oane  vulgarity 
of  hia  taste  and  style,  have  exposed  him  to  the  ridicule  of  idle  wits. 
Yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  Thonias  Hearne  has  gathered  many 
gleanings  of  the  harvest  $  but  if  his  own  prefaces  are  filled  with 
crude  and  extraneous  matter,  his  editions  will  be  always  recom- 
mended by  their  accuracy  and  use.**    Gibbon,  Muc,  Worki,  vol.  iii. , 

p.  606—7. 

Xfet  me  premise,  that  a  complete  list  of  all  Hearne*s  works  may 
be  found  at  the  end*of  the  Biographies  of  Leland,  Wood,  and  Hearne, 
imblished  at  Oxford,  in  1772,  8vo.  2  vols.^  My  business  here  is  only 
with  the  historical  works,  including  however  the  lives  of  Great  Men. 
I  begin  with  one  of  the  greatest.  I.  Spelmans  Life  of  Alfred,  from 
the  original  MS,  with  considerable  additions,  1709,  8vo.  The  lai^ge  . 
piper  is  scarce  -,  but  the  small  is  common  and  cheap.      Hearne  got 


X  In  the  Britith  Bibliographer,  vol.  i.  p.  241,  &c.  385,  &c.  there  appears  a  very 
foil  account  (furnished  hj  myself)  of  the  contents  of  som€  of  Heame's  scarcer 
works — and  although  there  are  abundant  materials  for  the  completion  of  tiiis  ac*- 
count,  the  probability  is  that  no  encouraging  opportunity  will  present  itself.  But 
the  reader  may  see  a  collection  of  critical  opinions,  pronounced  upon  Hearne  v 
labours,  in  the  BibHotmania,  p.  441,  ftc« 
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they  appeared.    The  ridicHle  and  satire  whiefa  once 
jmnmed  the  person  and  the  pid)lications  of  the  anthof, 

into  a  scrape  about  the  prefix  of  Alfined's  poitrait>  and  e8peciaB|r 
aboot  the  loo^  and  dignified  beard  which  is  fiowing  down  tiiat  mt^ 
mrch'fl  breast  He  thought  it  worth  while  to  defend  this  beaid^ 
pretty  stiffly;  in  his  Johan.  GUutcniem.  Chron,  vol.  ii.  p.  648.  I  hai 
supposed  that  there  were  no  cq)!es  of  the  Jlfrtd  on  large  paper,  but 
I  find  the  feet  established  by  a  letter  from  Heame  to  Cherry,  soea 
after  the  publication  oi  the  work  s  Letters  of  Eminent  Persons;  vol.  I* 
p.  191  •  Indeed,  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  it.  II.  The  Itinerary  of  John 
Leiand  the  Antiquary^  Oxon.  1710-12,  8vo.  9  [vols:  1745 3  8vo. 
Seetmd  EdUkm :  1770,  8vo.  Third  Editum.  Of  the  first  and  originsA 
edition,  only  108  copies  were  printed  on  small  paper )  and,  as  it  shouM 
seem  from  the  list  of  Heame's  works,  at  the  end  of  the  9th  volume, 
published  in  1712>  only  12  copies  on  fine  papxr.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  where  these  12  copies  are  now  to  be  found."  The  Bishop  of  Ely 
(More),  Wriothesley,  Duke  of  Bedford,  Dr.  Frewin,  Mr.  Francis 
Cherry,  Dean  Aldrich,  Charles,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  John  Bridges,^ 
Lord  Somers,  Rev.  Mr.  Hinton,  Thomas  Rawlinson,  Sir  T.  Sebright 
and  Dr.  Stratford,  Canon  of  Christ  Church,  had  each  a  copy.  Of 
these  I  can  only  refer  with  certainty  to  the  libraries  of  the  Universities 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  those  of  Wobum,  and  Blenheim,  as 
still  possessing  a  copy  on  fine  paper.  The  reader  will  be  pleased  to 
noCke,  that  the  words ''  finx  paper"  are  inserted  for  those  of ''  LARfl< 
PAFSB,"  which  appeared  in  the  previous  edition  of  this  work :  ns  I  aih 
now  abundantly  satisfied,  that  no  copy  of  this  work  is  to  be  found  on 
LABoa  PAPBR.  It  is  ou  fine  paper  only  that  the  12  copies,  just  men- 
tkmed,  were  printed.  With  a  view  to  satisfy  myself  completely  on 
thia  point,  I  examined  two  subscription  copies,  one,  of  Dean  Aldrich's 
in  the  library  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford  :  the  other,  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  in  the  old  library  at  Wobum  Abbey.  They  are  each  on 
tmaU,  but  a  fiiner,  paper. 
But  the  small  paper  of  this  first  edition  is  of  rare  occurrence,t  and 


•  Bridges's  copy,  at  the  sale  of  his  library  in  1725,  was  purchaaed  by  Fletcher 
Gyte,  the  bookseller,  for  10/.  12*.  Gyles  lired  in  Holborn,  and  was  socceedsd 
by  Lockyer  Daries.    He  purchased  lustily  at  Bridges's  sale. 

t  It  was  rare  even  at  the  time  of  publication.  Thus,  Gale  writes  to  Heame  hi 
Sep.  1712,  "  A  friend  of  mue,  the  Dean  of  Rlppon,  is  much  concerned,  that  he 
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are  now  forgotten ;  and  Hearne  stands  upon  a  pe^ 
4l^tal  which  may  be  said  to  have  truth  and  honour 

jt%  its  value  is  very  differently  estimated.  Mr.  Thorpe,  in  his  recent 
oatalogue,  marks  it  at  &/•  Bt,  3  and  Mr.  Bohn  at  one  half  of  that  sum. 
^oweverj  in  point  of  intrinsic  worth,  it  is  father  inferior  to  the  sue* 
ceeding  editions;  of  which  the  third,  of  1770,  (as  its  prefix  or 
advertisement  notices)  is  doubtless  the  best.  Of  the  second  edition 
.of  1745,  there  were  350  copies  on  small,  and  50  on  large  paper.  A 
copy  of  the  large  was  sold  for  202.  9s.  6d.  at  a  late  sale  of  Mr^ 
Evans's.  Of  the  third,  to  the  best  of  my  observation,  no  number  of 
.either  is  specified  in  the  preface  or  prefix :  but  the  original  price 
.was  21.  8#.  the  small,  and  SL  Ss.  the  large  paper.  I  have  purchased 
a  large  paper  of  the  third,  in  russia  binding,  for  5L  5«. 
.  III.  J.  Lelandi  Antiquaru  de  Rebus  Britannkis  Collectanea.  Oxen. 
1715,  8vo.  6  vols.  First  edition;  reprinted  in  1745  and  1774.  Of 
tile  first  edition,  only  150  copies  were  printed  on  small  paper,  and 
a  very  few  (the  number  not  specified)  on  large.  It  was  of  great 
rarity  during  the  Editor's  life-time ;  and  it  should  seem  that  ukBOB 
BAPxa  copies  of  this  first  edition,  and  of  the  Itinerary  of  1710,  were 
ooosidered  as  the  true  Keimelia  of  a  thorough-bred  Collectors 
library.*    A  cut  copy  of  the  large  paper  of  the  Collectanea  was  sold 


eamiot  procure  your  Itinerary  for  money."  For  an  account  of  its  rarity  and  cost, 
on  fine  paper,  see  that  of  the  Collectanea^  its  companion,  post.  The  Itinerary , 
however,  (if  it  be  the  edition  of  1710)  seems  to  have  sunk  prodigiously  in  price  in 
Osborne's  sheet  catalogue  of  1759 ;  for  it  is  there  marked  at  2/.  5«.  In  the  Reli- 
fuUe  Heamiawty  vol.  i.  p.  366,  mention  is  made  of  *'  some  Grub-street  people 
reprinUng  this  edition  of  the  Itinerary.  *  Atterbury,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  told 
Hearne  so ;  but  added, "  it  would  only  make  his  still  the  more  valuable.'*  I  be«t 
Ueve  no  such  reprint  ever  appeared. 

*  In  the  BeliqtMt  Heamiame,  vol.  i.  p.  304,  is  the  following  memorandum,  dated 
April  30, 1714,  from  Hearne's  diary.  **  Whereas  my  edition  of  Leland's  Itinerary 
fai  9  vols,  was  sold  to  subscribers  for  37  shillings  the  small  paper,  and  45  shillings 
the  large  paper ;  they  now  go  at  a  prodigious  price,  viz.  at  10  or  12  guineas.  Mr* 
Clements,  bookseller  in  Oxford,  bought  Mr.  Hinton,  of  Corpus's  copy,  (he  beiqg  a 
subscriber  for  large  paper)  for  5  guineas,  and  immediately  sold  it  to  another  book- 
teller  at  London  for  8  guineas,  who  gave  him  many  thanks  for  his  bargain,  it 
being  said  that  he  was  to  have  12  guineas  for  another  of  them."  At  a  subsequent 
period,  Hearne  makes  the  following  memoranda :  *'  Sep.  24,  1724,  I  paid  Mr> 
Samuel  Wilniot,  of  Oxford,  bookseller,  20  guineas  for  a  complete  set  of  my  edition 
of  Leland's  Itinerary  in  9  vols,  and  his  Collectanea  in  6  vols.  The  set  belonged,, 
to  Dr.  Charlett'    He  would  not  abate  a  penny.    I  bought  these  books  far  l^s  ■ 
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tef^  ift  basis.  His  woAs,  which  pre^sieiit  us  with'  iwl^ 
Hhns  of  History,  chiefly  local,  are  now  coveted  by  tHfe' 

fiv  14Z.  at  a  late  sale  at  Mr.  Evans's.  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co. 
mark  a  small  paper  copy  of  this  first  edition  of  the  CoUectaheA 
at  41,  4s.  Mr.  Thorp  marks  the  same,  9  vols,  in  5,  calf  gilt,  at 
3^  ISt.  6d.  ^ 

IV.  /.  Rossi  Antiquar,  fVarwicensis  Hist,  Reg.  AngHce.  Oxon,  1716, 
8vo.  Original  EUlition :  only  sixty  copies  printed,  of  which  twdLve 
were  on  large  paper.  It  was  reprinted  in  1745 ;  of  which  reprint  a 
6apy  on  large  paper  was  sold  for  K.  lis.  6d.  at  a  late  sale  at  Mr. 
Svans's.  A  small  paper  is  marked  at  I4s.  by  Messrs.  Arch.  The 
pfefiM!e  to  this  work  is  exceedingly  interesting,  in  developing  the 


Vfliittttart,  of  Shottesbrooke,  in  Berks.  A  Mr.  Edward  Prideanx  Owyn  thonglit 
that  they  were  cheap ;  being  now  worth  much  more."  This  transaction  is  dif  •• 
closed  by  Heame,  in  a  gossiping  letter  to  tbe  late  Rev.  L*  Torkington,  who  had 
giren  him  the  commission :  see  Letters  of  Eminent  Persons,  (from  MS3.  in  tbe 
Bddleian  Library)  vol.  ii.  p.  69.  In  this  reference,  Hearne  tells  his  correspondent 
tbit  ^  the  price  is  not  dear,  considering  the  great  scarceness  of  the  books,  anVf 
tbe  goodness  of  the  set."  Qu.  Where  is  this  set  now  7  Does  it  grace  the  shelres  of 
the  library  of  Lord  Bexley  ?— 'Who,  I  know,  hath  a  keen  appetite  for  large  paper 
copies  of  elegant  works. 

On  consulting  the  Letters  of  Eminent  Personsy  vol.  i.  p.  279, 1  find  Hearne  thus 
complaining  of  the  expenses  of  printing  these  Collectanea  of  Leland.  "  I  am  now, 
(he  8a5^,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Allen)  as  yon  know,  printing  Leland's  Collectanea 
abbnt  onr  British  Antiquities,  and  the  work  hath  been  so  chargeable,  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  encouragement  of  several  noble  and  generous  persons,  I  conld 
not  have  pretended  to  have  set  about  it  with  any  prospect  of  success :  though  I  am 
very  sorry  to  say,  that  I  have  not  met  with  the  least  encouragement  in  this  place* 
[Oxford.]  .  . .  Such  expensive  undertakings  are  enough  to  lessen  the  fortune  ot 
anyone,  though  of  a  considerable  estate;  but  then  the  burden  is  so  much  the 
heavier  upon  me,  as  I  have  only  a  salary  of  ten  pounds  per  ann.  T without  any  other 
place)  and  am  ek>  far  from  enjoying  any  estate,  tliat  my  near  relations  were  never 
able  to  contribute  any  thing  to  Uie  education  I  have  had,  or  to  share  in  any  of 
those  expenses  I  have  been  put  to  during  my  residence  here. '  On  consulting  the 
Reliquiae  Hearniatttp,  vol.  i.  p.  136,  there  appears  the  following  memorandum,  in 
Hcspme's  Diary,  relating  to  the  expenses  of  printing  books  at  Oxford,  about 
the  year  1708.  "  The  printers  say  they  had  18*.  a  sheet  for  composing  Lord' 
Clluiendon's  history.  They  had  lbs.  a  sheet  for  composing  Pliny's  Epistles; 
16*.  for  Livy,  [his  own  edition]  per  sheet  Dr.  Mill  paid  10*.  per  sheet  for  com- 
posing the  text  and  notes  at  bottom  of  his  New  Testament.  Bennett  paid  I2s. 
per  sheet  for  composing  Thucydides.  For  Mr.  Bugg's  book,  called  Goliah,  he 
p<^d  bnt  13*.  composing,  and  all  other  things  belonging  to  the  press,  and  for  paper 
7#/jfer.Team. 
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antiquary,  BBd  respected  by  the  scholar.  The  ^^  oki^ 
aad  the  '^youBg/*  professedly  attached  to  bookhi 
COLLECTING,  Can  never  be  thoroughly  happy,  if  their 

feel  and  wretched  situation  of  Hearse^  at  the  time  of  editing  it, 
^  And  now^  Sit,  (sajs  Wagitaffie  to  Hearne,  in  a  letter  to  hSm,  of 
the  date  of  May  30^  1716)  you  must  give  me  leave  to  mentionthe 
gieat  pleasure  with  whidi  I  read  yoor  preface  to  Romse,  It  discovers 
a  wondeffiii  constancy  and  resohition  in  adhering  to  a  weU  settled 
principle,  and  is  so  palhetical  a  relation  of  your  sufierings,  as  aoC 
only  raises  our  pfity,  Init  toakeii  them  our  own :  in  a  word,  'tis  foU 
of  such  sentiments  as  are  unknown  to  the  degeneracy  of  the  present 
age>  and  are  the  peculiar  affsetions  of  a  soul  prepared  to  sufifor  for 
conscience-sake."  Letters  of  Eminent  Persons;  vol.  ii.  p.  25.  The 
passage  referred  to  by  Wagstaife,  is  subjoined  in  a  note-*in  the  same 
authority. 

V.  TUi  Lieu  Foro-JuUensis  Vita  Henrici.  V.  Reg.  AngL  Oxox. 
1716,  8vo.  To  this  work  there  were  100  subscribers ;  of  whom  46 
had  copies  on  large  paper.  The  most  amusing  part  of  it»  Is  the 
collection  of  letters  (cxxii.  in  number)  from  p.  99  to  216«— the  hm* 
graphy  of  Henry  comprising  only  95  pages.  These  letters  were 
taken  from  the  collection  of  Dr.  Smith.  A  copy  of  this  book,  on 
LARGB  PAPER,  wss  sold  for  Tl*  at  a  late  sale  at  Mr.  £vans*s. 

VI.  Aluredi  Beverlacensis  Annales,  swe  historia  de  gestis  R^^m 
BrUanma,  &c.  (hon.  1716,  8vo.  Of  the  148  copies  printed,  there 
IViere  33  copies  on  laige  paper.  The  small  was  published  at  Ss,  and 
the  laige  at  I2s.  A  copy  of  the  small  paper  is  marked  at  SL  ISs.  6d. 
In  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Longman  for  1822 ;  and  a  copy  of  the 
laige  paper  was  sold  for  71, 17$.  6d,  at  a  recent  sale  at  Bir.  Evans's. 
But  it  usually  bears  a  higher  price.    It  is  very  rare. 

Vn.  G.  Roperi  Vita  D.  ITuma  Mori,  &c.  Oxom.  1716,  8^. 
One  hundred  and  farty*eight  copies  printed ',  of  whicdi/or^y-lioo  were 
on  LARGfi  PAPER.  It  is  therefore  erroneous  to  suppose  the  large 
paper  of  this  work  to  be  the  rarest,  or  any  thing  like  the  rarest,  of 
the  large  paper  Heames.  Yet  co^hcs  in  this  condition  bring  great 
prices.  That,  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor*s  library,  most  q>lett« 
didly  bound  by  C.  Lewis,  in  Venetian  morocco,  in  the  Grolier  style, 
tras  purchased  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Finch  for  35/.  35.  6d.  A  similar 
copy,  at  a  subsequent  sale  at  Mr.  £vans*s,  reached  a  yet  higher 
sum;  namely,  37/.  16^.    Messrs.  Longman  mark*  smalliiMipa&fkt 
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Beamem  Series  be  not  craaplete.  Neither  elass 
of  Collectors  must  expect  the  e€frli€r  aod  choker  edi- 
tions of  all  the  works  of  this  indefatigable  author;  but 
it  may  be  no  unreasonable  wish  to  desire  to  possess 

%l.  S«.  The  portrait  of  More^  prefixed  to  this  book^  is  a  very  sony 
performance, 

Vin.  G.  Camdeni  Annalet  Rer.  Anglicar,  S^c.  regn.  Elkabetha. 
Oxan.  1717.  8vo.  3  vols.  There  were  50  copies  on  large  paper.  Mr. 
Thorpe  marks  a  fine  copy  of  the  small  paper>  in  extra  russia  binding, 
at  82. 13^.  6(i.  A  copy^  on  large  paper^  was  sold  for  72.  7«.  at  a  late 
sale  at  Mr.  £vaus*s. 

IX.  G.  Neubrigiensis  Historia,  8(C.  Oxon.  1719.  Svo.  3  vols. 
From  the  list  of  subscribers^  vol.  i.  p.  cxxiii.  there  appear  to  have 
been  not  fewer  than  90  copies  on  laige  paper.  This  work^  both  on 
large  and  small  paper^  is  among  the  most  ordinary  and  low  priced 
of  those  of  Hearne  3  but  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the  most  in* 
trinsically  valuable,  and  singularly  illustrative  of  the  gossiping  turn 
of  mind  of  the  Editor.  A  fine  small  paper  copy  is  marked  at 
82. 123,  6d.  in  Mr.  Thorpe's  hist  catalogue ;  and  a  fine  large  paper 
copy,  in  russia,  bears  the  elevated  price  of  102.  lOs,  in  Messrs.  Arch's 
catalogue  of  1882 — the  sum  which  it  brought  at  the  sale  of  Mr. 
Watson  Taylor's  library. 

X.  Sprotti  Chronica.  Oxon,  1719,  8vo.  Originally  published  at 
18f .  the  large,  and  8«.  the  small  paper.  Messrs.  Arch  mark  an  uncut 
copy,  with  russia  back,  at  I4s.  and  a  fine  copy  of  the  large  paper 
was  sold  for  5/.  5s.  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor's  library. 

XI.  Textus  Roffensis,  Oxon,  1780,  8vo«  A  copy  on  large  paper 
was  recently  sold  far  32.  St* — though  a  very  fine  one  of  this  descrip- 
tion brought  71.  7*.  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  W.  Taylor  s  library.  There 
were  78  copies  subscribed  far.  A  very  neat  copy  of  the  small  paper, 
with  gilt  leaves,  is  marked  at  lbs.  in  Mr.  Thorpe's  last  catalogue. 

XII.  Roberti  de  Avesbury  Historia  de  Mirab,  gestis  Edward,  UL 
Oxon,  1780,  8vo.  This  is  one  of  the  most  curious  and  amusing  of 
Hearne's  pieces }  but,  like  many  of  them,  the  most  so,  when  relating 
to  extraneous  matter.  The  letters  between  Henry  VIII.  and  Anne 
Boleyn  (of  which  a  specimen  appears  in  the  Bibliomania,  p.  885-7) 
are  among  the  most  interesting  of  the  Appendix.  It  should  seem 
that  there  were  176  Subscribers,  but  no  large  paper  are  specified ; 
yet  Osborne,  in  his  Catalogue  of  1759,  marks  such  a  copy  at  16«. : 
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thoee  which  are  really  and  bona  fide  necessary  in  tb^ 
department  more  exclusively  historical.    Hence,  eOf*. 

and  a  similar  copy  was  sold,  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  W.  Taylor's  library^ 
fi>r  71.  \0s,  Messrs.  Arch  mark  a  similar  copy,  bound  in  russia,  by 
L^wis,  at  7'*  7^«  A  fine  copy  of  the  small  paper,  in  russia  binding,^ 
is  marked  at  2/.  2s,  in  Mr.  Thorpe's  last  catalogue.  In  the  BriL 
Bibliographer,  vol.  ii.  p.  7S-85>  appear  copious  extracts  from  this 
singular  volume. 

XIII.  loannis  de  For  dun  Scotichronicon  Genuinum.  Oxon,  I7S9^ 
^o.  5  vols.  One  hundred  and  fifty  .one  subscribers ;  but,  as  fieir  as  I 
qm  discover,  the  number  of  laige  paper  copies  is  not  specified.  ThQ 
original  price  was  1/.  Is.  the  large;  and  lOs,  6d.  the  small;  per 
vojiume.  It  is  among  the  commonest  of  Hearne*s  pieces ;  and  was 
i;j^rinted,  with  additions  and  improvements,  at  Edinburgh,  in  1759, 
in  two  volumes  folio.  Of  Uearne's  edition,  a  neat  copy  on  small 
paper,  with  marbled  leaves,  is  marked  at  2/.  55.  in  Mr.  Thorpe's 
last  catalogue;  and  an  uncut  copy,  in  Venetian  morocco,  half  bind- 
ii4?>'&t  3^.  iSs.  6d,  by  Mr.  Bohn.  A  copy  on  large  paper  was  sold 
at  ft  recent  sale  at  Mr.  Evans's  for  71*-  but  a  very  fine  one  of  1^ 
similar  description,  was  bought  by  Mr.  Clarke,  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  W. 
Taylor's  library,  for  15i. 

XIV.  Hemingi  Chartularium  Ecclesus  fVigomiensis,  Oxon,  172S» 
Svo.  2  vols.  There  were  160  subscribers  3  but,  as  far  as  I  can  dis- 
cover, the  number  of  large  paper  copies  is  not  specified.  The  ori- 
ginal price  was  "iL  2s  the  laige,  and  1/.  Is,  the  small.  The  MS.* 
from  which  this  work  was  printed,  was  supplied,  or  rather  given  to 


*  This  publication  of  Hearne  is  full  of  all  manner  of  desultory,  and  yet  neither 
unamusing  nor  unlnstructive,  memoranda,  or  supplemental  pieces.  In  con- 
formity witli  the  plan  above  stated— of  publishing  a  raisonn^  catalogue  or  ana- 
lysis of  Hearne's  pieces— I  had  trmnscribed  very  many  passages  from  the  present. 
From  these,  I  subjoin  the  following  curious,  and  generally  unknown,  piece  of  old 
English  poetry.  '*  Some  verses  on  King  Henry  VI.  and  his  bad  Counsellors,  as  he 
was  sitting  in  Parliament  in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign,  which  I  shall  here  publish, 
as  I  transcribedf  them,  some  years  agoe,  from  a  MS.  paper  in  a  box  in  the  Ash- 
molean  Museum : 

For  fere  or  favour  or  eny  false  man^ 

Lese  not  the  love  of  al  a  roialte 

Be  ware,  y  say,  6>r  by  saynt  Julyma. 

I>uke,Juge,3aroo,  Axchyebyichopat.:  :hebe, 
tfiQpHf  a^str.  MSS.  vol.  LIX-  p.  10. 
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joying  this  class  complete,* Nbnni us  looks  with  oomu- 
placency  upon  his  octavo  shelves ;  and  Polydobb 

the  Editor^  by  a  Mr.  Richard  Graves  of  Mickleton,  in  GlocestershiY^/ 
one  of  Hearne*s  warmest  friends  and  earliest  patrons ;  and  it  latel]^' 
fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Evans  to  sell  the  identical  large  paper  presen- 
tation copy  to  the  Donor  of  the  MS. — ^beautiftiUy  bound  in  red  mo- 
rocco— for  19/.  19*.  Lord  Aylesfbrd  was  the  fortunate  purchaser  of 
this  unique  treasure^  in  its  way.  The  small  paper  may  be  wortfaf 
2/.  12*.  6d, 

XV.  Robert  of  Glocesters  Chronkie  (in  verse^   tranicribed  and  noW 

fini  published fr<nH  a  MS,  in  the  Harleyan  Library,  Oxon,  1724,  8vo^- 

2  iH>ls.    Printed  in  the  black  letter :  and  among  the  most  valuaU^ 

and  important  of  Heame's  publications.     The  very  first  line  of  the 

text  of  this  Chronicle  (of  the  Xlllth  century)  should  be  the  motto? 

of  every  true-bom  Englishman :  ^ 

.1 

Engelond  ys  a  wel  god  land,  ich  wene  of  eche  land  best. 

U  was  originally  published  at  1/.  1*.  the  small,  and  2L  2*.  the  hag^^ 
fMper ;  but,  along  with  its  successor  and  companion,  Peter  haxagT, 
toft*s  Chronicle,  it  having  been  reprinted  with  great  care  (but  withr. 
out  any  additions)  it  has  now  fallen  somewhat  in  price.  Messra^ 
Pftyne  and  Foss  mark  a  new  and  very  neat  small  paper  copy  at  41. 4$. 
and  Mr.  Thorpe  has  a  "  fine  copy,  morocco>  gilt  leaves,  silk  insidoBj'v 
at  the  reduced  price  of  2/.  15*. :  but  this  latter  has,  in  all  probabilityj^ 
long  taken  its  departure.  Mr.  Evans  recently  sold  a  large  papoi^ 
copy  for  71.  17«.  6d. ;  yet  Mr.  Watson  Taylor*s  fine  copy,  purchase4^ 
by  Mr.  Cuthell,  reached  the  price  of  \6L  I6s,  The  reprint,  in  1810,. 
was  published  in  an  octavo,  a  royal  octavo,  and  a  quarto  form.     The 


He  wyll  repeDte  withynne  ys  monthes  three. 

Let  folke  accuse,  excuse  theym  as  they  can,  { 

Receyde  no  goode,  let  all  such  brybery  be,  I 

Snpporte  they  not,  that  tbys  wo  be  gmn. 

But  lete  them  were  such  clothes  as  they  span, 

And  flein  fro  yow  there  wages,  and  see. 

For  y  ensure  yow  by  God,  and  by  saynct  Anne, 

Some  most  goo  hens,  ther  may  no  btter  be. 

And  ells  ys  lost  all  tbys  lond  and  we. 

Hange  uppe  sochc  false  men  to  awr  Soverayne  Lord, 

That ertT conseylyd bym  with  fols men U>ht acordyd. 

Vol.il«>f663. 


CM  HISTORY, 

rests  contented  with  the  more  pigmy  sqnadraos^lii 
fine  historical  army.    But  to  neither  of  theael^' 

two  first  are  to  be  had  at  very  reasonable  priceB :  the  Itrtter  nagM 
with  the  quarto  re-impressions  of  the  later  Chroniclers 

XVI.  Peter  Langtofl's  Chronicle  fas  iUusiraUd  and  improvei  h§ 
Robert  of  BrunneJ  from  the  death  of  Cadwaladon  to  the  end  ofKiBfg 
Edward  the  Firgt't  reign.  Oxon,  IT^B,  8vo.  2  vols.  The  oompanioi 
to  the  preceding  ;  and  of  about  equal  rarity  and  intrinsic  worth.  I 
remember  to  have  once  seen  Mr.  M anson^  the  late  boolcaellerj  gri.* 
lantly  push  a  large  paper  copy  of  this  first  edition  to  the  sum  of 
93i.  I3«.— at  which  price  he  bought  it  for  the  late  Mr.  Townekfi 
At  a  recent  sale  at  Mr.  £vans*s  it  produced  only  5^.  7f.  6d.  Yit 
Mr.  Watson  Taylor's  copy  produced  14  Z.  148.  Messrs*  LoDgnan 
and  Co.  mark  a  small  paper  copy  at  51.  \h$,  6d,  This  Chronick 
has  been  reprinted  like  its  precursor;  and  the  reprint  may  be  obtaiafli 
at  equally  reasonable  prices. 

XVII.  XVIII.  XIX.  The  Glastonbury  Antiquitibs.  Although 
it  should  seem  that  the  publications  of  Heame>  relating  to  these 
Antiquitie8>  were  rather  topographical  than  historical,  yet  as^  witb 
the  usual  peculiarities  of  the  author^  they  exhibit  a  MisceUamf  in: 
which  there  are  several  things  appertaining  to  the  earlier  periods  of 
our  History,  I  have  resolved  upon  classing  them  in  the  present  order* 
and  embodying  them  as  the  reader  here  observes :  premising,  that' 
scarcely  fewer  than  twenty  well  filled  octavo  pages  have  been  de- 
voted to  an  account  of  these  three  works^  relating  to  the  Antiquities 
of  Glastonbury^  in  the  British  Bibliographer,  vol.  i.  p.  241.  TheERp- 
tory  and  Antiquities  of  Glastonbury  :  by  an  Anonymous  Author*  Ojc* 
ford,  1792,  8vo.    This  is  one  of  the  handsomest  of  Heame's  public 


*  The  MS.  of  this  anonymous  author  appean  to  have  been  <*  finisht  April  3S, 
1716 :"  see  the  pref.  p.  Ixxxriii. .  and  Gmtgh**  British  Topography ;  vol.  ii.  p.  215. 
The  author,  like  R.  Stephen  (in  planning  his  division  of  the  New  Testament  into 
verses)  and  Erasmus  (in  meditating  on  his  Moriae  Encomium)  seems  to  hare  been 
indebted  to  s.  journey  upon  horseback  for  the  discovery  of  the  composition.  He  hap- 
pens to  alight  at  an  inn ;  where,  putting  up  his  horse,  he  walks  into  the  bar 
or  c(ftnmon  room,  for  refreshment;  and  entering  into  chit-chat  with  the  landlord, 
hears  a  long  gossiping  story  about  the  Abbey  of  Glastonbury— in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  which  the  public  house  chances  to  be.  This  excites  in  him  a  wish  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  the  history  of  so  extraordinar}'  a  place ;  and,  going 
home,  he  rummages  the  works  of  the  "  best  antiquities,"  from  which  he  tells  us, 
that  Ma  own  composition  is  **  gathered." 
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versatissimiiti  British  bistorical  lore,  i^  granted  tfaati 
probably,  richest  of  all  biUiographical  or  biblioina^ 

cations ;  and  one  of  the  few  which  contains  an  English  preface  j  bat 
it  must  be  confessed^  that  the  critical  reader  could  well  dispense  with 
a  great  deal  of  extraneous  matter.  It  was  published  at  10^.  6d,  the 
small  paper,  and  II.  Is,  the  large.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  mark  a 
large  paper  copy,  in  blue  morocco^  at  Si.  Ss»  There  were  only  161 
subscribers  to  both  large  and  small ;  and  considering  that  it  is  a 
topographical  work,  one  is  surprised  at  its  frequent  occurrence.  Sir 
R.  C  Hoare>  as  might  be  expected^  possesses  a  fine  copy  of  it — ^in 
his  fine  set  of  large  paper  Heames.  lohannU  Confratris  et  Monachi 
Gkutoniensis  Chronica:  sive  Historia  de  Rebus  Glastoniensibus: 
Oxan.  1726,  8vo.  2  vols.  About  140  subscribers :  published  at  2Z.  2ft 
the  large^  and  IZ.  Is.  the  small  paper.  I  refer  the  reader  to  a  critical 
analysis  of  these  volumes  in  the  British  Bibliographer,  vol.  i.  page 
250 ;  and  in  the  mean  timc^  to  the  New  Memoirs  of  Literature,  vol.  iv. 
p.  5200-207— ''in  which  the  account  of  the  relics,  said  to  belong  to 
Uie  abbey,  is  more  minutely  and  sarcastically  criticised  than  by  Mr. 
6ough>  in  his  British  Topography  ;  vol.  ii.  p.  215,"  &c.  The  tenth 
article^  p.  423,  gives  a  list  of  the  old  books  in  the  library  of  the 
monastery — at  a  sight  of  which,  ''  Leland  drew  back  with  mixed 
asUmishment  and  veneration."  De  Scriptoribus  Britannicis,  vol.  L 
p.  41.  A  copy  of  this  work,  on  larob  paper,  was  sold  for  102.  lOt. 
at  a  recent  sale  at  Mr.  Evans's.  Adami  de  Domerham  Historia  de 
Rehui  Gestis  Glastoniensibus,  Oxon,  1727,  Svo.  2  vols.  This  is  the 
most  intrinsically  valuable  work  relating  to  the  antiquities  of  Glas- 
tonbury. The  text  is  ancient,  and  taken  from  an  unique  ms. :  see 
pref.  X :  but  in  Heame*s  Hemmgi  Chart.  Eccles.  Wigom,  vol.  iL  p. 
602  J  and  Walter  Hemingford,  vol.  ii.  p.  631,  there  will  be  found 
fiirther  particulars  relating  to  this  abbey.  To  Adam  de  Domerham, 
there  appear  to  have  been  128  subscribers  only ;  of  whom  nine  subr 
scribed  for  more  than  one  large  paper  copy :  in  the  whole,  forty-eight 
copies  in  this  condition.  A  large  paper  copy  was  sold  for  the  mode- 
rate sum  of  5/.  109.  at  a  recent  sale  at  Mr.  Evans's :  but  the  fine  copy 
of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor's,  produced  the  sum  of  9^  9^.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Cuthell. 

XX.  ThomtB  de  Elmham  Vita  et  Gesta  Henrid  Quinti  Anglor.  Be- 
gis,e  Codd.  mss.  vet.  Oxon.  1727,  8vo.  About  forty-five  copies  oa 
large  paper,  at  1/.  Is.-^'*  in  gratiam  scilicet  viiorum  in  lifaris  ilitidi» 
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mfttel  gratifications — the  possession  of  a  set^  or  of  the 
greater  part  of  a  set,  of  Hearne*s  works  upon  largb 

colligendis  admodum  curiosoram*'  as  Hearae  not  inaptly  expresses 
it  There  is  a  plentiful  abuse  of  Tyrrell  and  Burnet  (as  was  to  be 
expected)  at  pp.  xvi.  and  xviii.  of  the  preface.  This  is  by  no  means 
among  the  commonest  of  Hearne*s  publications  3  though  I  find  that 
a  large  paper  copy  of  it  was  purchased  for  4L  I6s,  by  his  R.  H.  the 
Duke  of  Sussex^  at  a  recent  sale  at  Mr.  Evans's.  Messrs.  Long- 
man and  Co.  mark  a  similar  copy  at  61.  6s. 

XXL  Liber  Niger  Scaccaru,  &c.  Oxon.  1728,  8vo.  «  vols.  With 
some  inedited  Annab  of  William  of  Worcester  subjoined.  Perhaps 
tHe  commonest^  but  not  the  most  useless,  of  Hearne*s  publications. 
It  may  be  worth  18^.  in  small,  and  21.  12$.  6d.  on  large  paper. 

XXII.  Historia  Vita  et  Regni  Richardi  II.  a  Monacho  quodnm  de 
Evesham,  &c.  Oxon.  1729,  8vo.  Among  the  more  curious  and  rare 
performances  of  Hearne.  The  life  of  the  King  occupies  216  pages. 
In  the  2^0  subsequent  pages  of  miscellaneous  matter,  are  some 
arousing  particulars,  furnished  by  Sir  Richard  Wynn,  of  the  Journey 
of  Prince  Charles's  Servants  into  Spain,  in  1623.  See  the  BH^^ 
Bibliographer,  vol.  i.  p.  391 :  but  in  respect  to  the  Regal  biography, 
the  Hearnean  student  should  also  consult  Walter  Hemingford,  p. 
453-477.*  There  were  only  130  subscribers  to  this  work  5  and,  as 
it  should  seem,  forty-five  of  these  possessed  the  large  paper.  It  is 
now  scarce  and  high  priced  in  either  form.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Finch 
could  not  obtain  a  large  paper  copy,  at  a  recent  sale  at  Mr.  Evans*s, 
under,  5/.  I2s.  6d. 

XXIII.  lohannis  de  Trokelowe  Annates  Edv.  II.  Reg.  Angl.  Oxon. 
1729,  Svo.  There  are  no  subscribers*  names  prefixed  or  subjoined : 
the  large  paper  was  published  at  1/.  1^.  and  the  small  at  IO5.  6d.  In 
the  collection  of  large  paper  Heames,  recently  sold  at  Mr.  Evans's, 
and  so  frequently  referred  to,  I  find  no  copy  of  this  book.    In  the 


■^  A  yet  more  curious  and  instructive  memoir,  relating  to  the  unfortunate 
Richard  II.  was  published  (with  illuminations)  in  the  xxth  vol.  of  the  Arckm- 
elogia,  1823  :  from  a  French  Metrical  History,  written  by  a  Contemporary.  The 
Society  of  Antiquaries  has  taken  loftier  ground  by  the  publication  of  such  a  tract 
—translated  and  edited  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Webb.  It  is  succeeded  by  a  very  sensible 
•ad  satisfactory  **  EnqiUry  concerning  the  death  of  Richard  the  Setond,  by  T." 
Amyot,  Esq.  now  Treasurer  to  the  Society.  '  "^ ' 
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FA^BR.    Whether  tbey  difldaiii;  or  whether  they  dcBt^ 
pair  of  possessiog,  such  a  treasure,  it  is -not  mj^ 

catalo^e  of  Messrs.  Longxnan  aod  Co.^  of  1822,  a  small  paper  copy 
is  marked  at  12.  lis,  6d, 

XXIV.  ThonuB  Caii  (ColUgii  Universitatis  regit.  Eliz.  Mag'utriJ 
Vtndic'uB  Antiquifatis  Jcademkt  Oxoniensis,  &c.  Oxon,  1730.,  8vo.^ 
2  vols.  I  possess  copious  manuscript  extracts  from  the  multifarious 
and  gossiping  contents  of  these  volumes  :  which  are  fidl  of  biogra- 
phical, topographical,  and  bibliographical  anecdotes.  It  appears 
that  there  were  129  subscribers ;  and  forty- three  copies  on  large, 
paper.     Several  Subscribers  took  several  small  paper  copies. 

XXV.  Walteri  Hemingford,  &c.  Historia  de  rebus  gest,  Edv,  1,  IL 
ei  IIL  E,  Codd.  MSS,  nunc  primum  pubUccUa.  Oxon.  1731,  8vo.- 
2  vols.  This  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  most  curious  and  scarce 
publications  of  Hearne  ;  as  an  examination  of  the  contents  of  it,  ia 
the  British  Bibliographer ,  vol.  ii.  p.  72,  will  sufficiently  prove.  There 
were  only  120  subscribers  to  the  work:  of  whom  forty  subscribed 
for  large  paper,  at  2/.  Sis.  the  copy.  Such  a  copy  was  purchased  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Finch,  at  a  late  sale  at  Mr.  £vans*s,  for  10/.  At  this 
moment,  I  find  no  traces  of  a  small  paper  in  the  catalogues  of  some 
of  our  principal  booksellers. 

XXVI.  OUerboume  el  Wethamsiede  Rer.  Anglicar,  Script.  VeU 
Oxon.  1732,  8vo.  2  vols.  One  hundred  and  sixteen  subscribers 
only:  of  whom  nine  subscribed  for  several  small  paper  copies.* 
There  appear  to  have  been  forty- four  copies  on  large  paper— of 
which  a  very  fine  one  was  purchased  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Watson 
Taylor*s  library,  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Finch,  for  17/.  As  usual  with  the 
publications  of  Hearne,  these  volumes  contain  a  variety  of  miscel- 
laneous  matter,  exclusively  of  the  text  of  the  historians  in  question. 


*  Among  the  subscribers  for  several  copies  was  Lionel  Walden,  Esq. — **  juTenit 
▼irtnte  pariter  atque  integritate  spectabilis,  qui  ex  summa  sua  in  nos  studiaq; 
nostra  literaria  benerolentia,  ultimo  suo  testamento  pecunias  perquam  generoso 
mibi  legavit.    Is  autem  magno  cum  nostro  dolore  fceda  barbaric  ac  crudelitate  in* 
teremptus  est  A.  D.  M.  DCC.  XIX.  id  quod  jam  nuper  etiam  in  Adamo  de  Domer-. 
ham  innuimus.  Satis  vero  opportune  solutas  sunt  pecuniae  ills,  ut  ita  fieret  no^ 
panun  laborante  Lionelli,  quem  diximus,  sorore,  coiguge  Icctissima  Humphreal 
Omii,  Armigeri.     Sat  dictum  sapieuti.  Beneficiorum  immemiores  eaac  paa«U. 
Idcirco  nemo  «egre  feret^  nosmet  [ex  adulatione  minime  aucupantcs  bonam  gfSr« 
tiam]  hjBc  de  Waldeno,  juFcne  plane  egregio,  prodidisie.''  p*  ci«  ..  a 


bminess  to  record :  mly  I  will  be  free  to  observe^  that? 
ft  is  in  the  possessim  of  such  a  treasure^  that  Honohio 

XXVn,  ChrmUxm  me  Annates  Priomius  de  Dvmtaple.  Oxon, 
1733,  8vo.  2  vol8.  Only  112  subscribers;  but  some  for  serera! 
copies.  Of  the  larob  papbr,  only  thirty-nine  copies  are  in^cated 
as  such.  At  a  recent  sale  hi  Pfcll-Mall,  a  copy,  on  large  paper,  was 
obtained  for  14^  :  and  at  that  of  Mr.  Watson  Taylor  s  library,  a 
similar  copy  was  purchased  by  the  Hon.  Nfr.  Finch  for  132. 2^.  6d. 
This  work  is  perhaps  rather  topographical  than  historical  j  but  it  has 
many  curious  details,*  and  is  considered  to  be  among  the  more 


•  *  Im  eonformity  with  the  design  Bientioaed  at  page  22i4,  ante,  I  had  prepared 
a^CDonderable  quaatity  of  materiala  for  the  iUtistration  of  tiie  Amwh  of  DumUiph 
JPHory*  It  is  juat  poaublc  that  the  reader  may  not  object  to  be  made  acquaint 
with  a  portion  of  these  Ulnstrations ;  especially  as  they  embrace  some  carious  old 
English  poetry. 

AnHquUy  (fthig  Chronicle. 

■  V9gt  zxrii.— -Lord  Coke  quotes  it  in  expounding  the  Statute  de  Jndalsmo :  (lA 
3  Iiist;)  Stow,  Hofioshed,  and  odier  Chroniders  make  mention  of,  or  use, 
it.  Nieolson  did  not  know  the  author  of  it :  and  the  mss.  wluch  he  consulted  or 
referred  to,  were  discordant  among  themselFes.  Wanley  had  written  his  senti- 
ments, knowing  the  authenticity  of  this  Chronicle,  that  it  should  be  made  public. 
Heame  put  short  explanatory  notes  (very  properly)  which  were  not  in  the  original. 
He  avows  his  usual  practice  of  copying  mss.  so  rigidly,  as  to  retun,  purposely, 
the  Tery  errors—after  tlie  manner  of  Gmrius  in  his  Greek  Inscriptions. 

^  Although  many  have  pnused  this  Chronicle  in  print,  no  one  had  accurately 
described  it;  or  seemed  to  know  any  thing  of  its  age  and  authentidty.  Both 
Stowe  and  Joceline  and  Tyrrell  and  White  Kennett  hare  acted  thus.  Richard  de 
Morins  was  its  author — at  least  of  the  first  part — and  he  died  In  1242.  He  thinks 
Lelandt  would  hare  seen  and  noticed  this  ms.  when  he  visited  the  public  Ubrariea, 
if  some  priv|ite  hand  had  not  carried  it  away — through  envy,  or  spite."  P.  zzxi. 
Wanley  was  clearly  of  this  opinion  that  Morins  was  the  author^— especiaUj 
from  comparing  it  with  a  ms.  of  the  Chartulary  of  the  same  Priory — ^which  was 
deposited  in  the  Harleian  Collection  —  formerly  one  John  Ward's — and  purchased 
by  Wanley — p.  zzxiv.  zxzv.  Heame  then  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  Richard  de 
Morinst  was  an  Englishman,!  tiie  author  of  both  Chronicle  and  Chartulary,  and,  as 
SBch,  that  he  ranks  among  the  writers  of  British  history,  page  zxzri. 


t  A  slight  notice  of  Dunstaple  occurs  in  the  CoUectanea,  vol.  ill.  xii.  and 
Itinerary. 

X  Wanley  describes  him  as  "  seeming  to  be  a  man  of  a  griping  and  exacting' 
temper,  which  often  brought  him  into  troublesome  suits  of  law  with  the  townsmen, 
and  others  his  tenants  tod  neighboun.  He  was  prior  thirty-nine  yearn.**  H.Wan- 
leii  Notitia  Chartularii  de  Dunstaple,  p.  zciii.  §  lix. 
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f$9h  eomloti,  and  JLBNtufcos  supremo  felidty*^  lon 
deedy  apestropbisiiig  and  mystifying  apart^  I  know  of 

coveted  productions  of  Hearne)  especiaUy  on  laige  paper.  The 
account  of  the  mustering  of  the  University  of  Oxfofd  in  1642,  is  not 
the  least  curious  and  interesting ;  but  the  subjoined  flpecimens  are 
quite  sufficient  to  excite  the  antiquary's  curiosity. 


Customs  of  Dunstaple  Priory.  (From  the  Chartulary.J 
Heame  says* that  some  of  tiiese  are  irortii  aotidng^— for  instance : 
**  Item  dicunty  nbi  ridna  dimlttit  fhmcum  bancum.  (5) 

(5.)  JFret  IDenc^y  33UII0Id'«  4&nate.  Tis  obiervcd  tto  in  Ae  Manors  of 
East  and  West  Eabome  and  ChadehForth,  la  Beitty  Mid  in  the  Manors  of  Tor, 
and  some  other  places  in  the  West,  there  is  tins  odd  costoni,  tfaatt  If*  eopy-hold, 
or  customary  tenant  dye,  the  widow  ikaU  Inure  her  f^we^beitck  In  all  fais  copyhold 
lands,  dum  sola  et  casta  fuerit ;  bnt  if  she  commit  incontinency,  she  forfeits  her 
widow's  estate:  yet  after  this,  if  she  oome  into  the  aext  court,  held  for  the 
Manonr,  riding  backwards  on  a  bla^  raia,  witii  fab  tail  la  her  hand,  and  say  the 
words  following,  the  Steward  is  bound  by  the  custom  to  readmit  her  to  her  JVee- 
bencA, 

Here  I  am. 

Riding  upon  a  black  Ram, 
&c.    &c.    &c 

[The  renuunder  need  not  be  repeated.] 

**  I  take  notice,"  (continues  Heame)  **  of  these  things,  upoa  account  of  the 
mention  of  Free-bench  in  this  (SMrtnlary  of  Dunstaple,  where  howerer  I  do  not 
think,  that  the  castom  of  reooTery  of  a  widow's  estate,  by  riding  upon  a  black 
ram,  prenul'd,  as  it  may  be  some  will  imag^  it  did.  Had  it  so  prerailed,  'tis 
fery  probable  it  would  have  been  mentioned  in  the  Chartulary  in  this  very  passage 
I  now  publish."  Page  zxzix-xL  (Blackstooe,  FoL^ii.  pb  132,  edit,  1773,  does  not 
notice  this.) 

Dewes'  Description  of  Charles  the  First's  Queen,  HenryUia, 

<*  On  thursday  the  30  and  last  day  of  this  instant  lune  (1525)  I  went  to  White^ 
hall,  purposelie  to  see  the  Queene,  which  I  did  ftilBe  all  the  time  lAieesate  at  din- 
ner, and  perceived  her  to  be  a  most  absolute  delicate  ladle,  after  I  had  exactUe 
surveied  all  the  features  of  her  face ;  much  enlivened  by  her  radient  and  spark- 
ing blacke  eye.  Besides,  her  deportment  amongst  herwomen  was  sotweete  and 
humble,  and  her  speech  and  lookes  to  her  other  servants  soe  milde  and  gracious, 
as  I  could  not  abstaine  from  divers  deepe  fetched  sighs,  to  consider,  that  shee 
wanted  the  knowledge  of  the  true  religion."  Life  of  Simon  D*Ewes,  written  by 
Mmself,  in  the  Haridan  Library,  f.  79,  b.  p.  Ixiv.    DTEwes  was  a  Puritjln. 


i  't 


mrcoUtetioii^  of  ^irorks  whiob  is  moiti'tftbA>ilgbly'iim 
tfng  to  perusal,  tbaii  that  of  Hearne  on  la^fgi  ^ptiV; 
in  primitive  calf  or  morocco  binding. 

'^  XXVIII.  The  last^  and  perhaps  (intrinsically  considered)  the  most 
^dnable  of  aU  Heame's  publications^  is  the  following :  Benedictwi 
Jthbas  Petrohurgensis  de  vita  et  gesHs  Henrki  IL  et  Ricardi  L,  &c.  Ox<m. 
1736.  2  vols.    Of  the  large  paper  copies^  there  were  thirty-seven 


Verses  canceminge  the  Name  andArmes  of  Dunstaple. 

By  Honglitoii  Regis  there,  where  Watling  Street 
Is  cross'd  by  Icknel  way,  once  grew  awoode 
With  bushes  thicke  orespred,  a  coverte  meete 
To  harbour  such  as  lay  in  waite  for  blood 
There  lurkte  of  ruffians  bold  an  hideous  route 
Whose  captain  was  one  Dunne  of  courage  stoute. 

No  trayailer  almost  could  pass  that  way. 

But  either  he  was  wounded,  rohbd  pr  kiU*d, 

By  that  lewd  crew,  which  there  in  secret  lay. 

With  murders,  thefts  and  rapes  their  hands  were  fild. 

What  booties  ere  they  took,  ech  had  his  share  : 

Thus  yeere  by  yeere  they  liv'd  without  all  care. 

At  last  Kinge  Henrie,  first  kinge  of  that  name. 
Towards  the  Northeme  parts  in  progresse  rode  : 
And  hearing  of  those  great  abuses  came 
Unto  the  thicket  where  the  theeves  abode : 
Who  on  the  cummiuge  of  the  kinge  did  flee. 
Each  to  his  house  or  to  his  friend  did  hie. 

Wherefore  the  Kinge,  such  mischiefs  to  prerente. 
The  wood  cut  downe,  the  way  all  open  layd, 
That  all  trew  men,  which  that  way  rode  or  wente. 
Of  sodaine  sallyes  might  be  lesse  afrayde. 
And  might  descrie  their  daunger  ere  it  came, 
And  BO  by  wise  foresighte  escape  the  same. 

This  done,  he  reard  a  poull  both  houge  and  longe 
In  that  road  high  way,  where  so  manie  passe. 
And  in  the  pouU  let  drive  a  staple  stronge 
Whereto  the  Kinge's  owne  ring  appendante  was. 
And  caused  it  to  be  publisht,  that  this  thinge 
Was  done  to  see,  what  thiefe  durst  steal  the  ringe. 
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3ut  I  am  rambUng  somewhat.  Reverting  to  Hearnet 
and  to  the  critical  value  of  bis  bistorical .  labours,  it 
may  be  safely  affirmed,  that,  for  fidelity,  and  fi^e* 

copies  subscribed  for;  and  their  rarity  may  be  presumed^  wben 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Finch  was  compelled  to  give  19L  lOs,  for  a  similMr 
copy  at  a  recent  sale  at  Mr.  Evans's.  I  suspect  the  smaU  papier 
to  be  also  scarce  3  and  that  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co.  have  not 
greatly  overcharged  it  by  the  price  of  4L  4$ :  the  sum  at  which 
Gough*8  copy  was,  if  I  remember  rightly,  sold.    Mr.  Thorpe  has 


Yet  for  all  that,  the  ringe  was  stole  away^ 
Which  when  it  came  to  learned  Beauclark's  eare, 
By  skylfull  arte  to  finde  he  did  assay. 
Who  was  the  thief e,  and  first,  within  what  Shyre 
His  dwelling^e  was,  which  this  hold  act  had  done. 
And  found  it  to  be  Bedfordshire  anon. 

Next  in  what  Hundred  of  that  Shyre  might  dwell 
This  ventrous  wighte,  Kinge  Henry  caste  to  finde. 
And  upon  Man$fieid  Hundred  straight  it  fell. 
Which  being  founde,  he  after  bent  his  minde, 
To  leame  the  parish,  and  by  like  skyll  tride. 
That  he  in  Houghton  Regis  did  abide, 

Lastlie,  the  parishe  knowne,  he  furthur  soughte. 
To  find  the  verie  house,  where  he  remayned. 
And  by  the  preceptes  of  his  arte  was  tonghte 
That  by  one  widow  Dun  he  was  retayned 
The  widowes  house  was  searcht  (so  wild  the  Kinge) 
And  with  her  sonne  was  founde  staple  and  ringe. 

Thus  Beauclerke  by  his  arte  founde  out  the  thiefe 
A  lusty,  tall  young  man,  of  courage  good  : 
Which  of  the  other  ruffians  was  the  chiefe. 
That  closelie  lurked  in  that  waylesse  wood. 
Then  Dunne  this  captain  thiefe  the  widow's  sonne 
Was  hanged  for  the  facts  which  he  had  done. 

And  where  the  thicket  stoode  the  kinge  did  builde 

A  market  towne,  for  saulfetie  of  all  those, 

Which  travailed  that  way  that  it  might  them  yielde 

A  sure  refuge  from  all  ttuevish  (o^. 

And  there  Kinge  Henrie  of  his  gpreate  bountie 

Founded  a  church,  a  schole,  and  priorie. 


9fD  \       inSTOEY, 

qnently  forintriinic  worth,  tbey  are  ia  all  respects 
admirabie.    Hearne's  judgment  ia  selection  may  be 

however  valued  it  at  SL  Si*  Whoever  has  lei8ure>  may  examme  a 
few  of  the  odd  tiiiiigs'<8uch  as  ''  Taies  of  the  Mad  Men  of  Gotham,  - 
SeoggMn't  Jests,  Robert  Burton,  Tom  Thumb,  and  the  Mylner  of 
Mmgdon**J  which  Heame  has  contrived  to  incorporate  in  these 
volumes*  in  the  extracts  given  in  the  British  ^klwgrapher,  vol.  ii.  )k 
05^7O.-*-A8  to  the  text  of  the  Historian^  which  is  oarried  down  to 
the  year  1178>  it  is  not  only  highly  praised  by  Tyrrell,  but  according 
to  the  higher  authority  of  the  authors  of  the  B£cu€il  des  Historiens 
des  Gaules,  it  seems  of  almost  inestimable  value.  Let  no  Collector 
of  our  early  history,  in  whose  library  Benedictus  Abbas  is  noi  to  be 
lbund>  suffer  a  copy  to  escape  him  which  can  be  obtained  at  any  rea- 
sonable price.  Perhaps,  to  the  preceding,  as  strictly  connected  with 
the  department  of  History,  I  oiight  to  add  the  Ductor  Historicus  of 
Heame,  printed  in  1704,  2  vols.  8vo.  and  several  times  reprinted ;  a 
work  which  Gibbon  did  not  disdain  to  read,  in  forming  his  mind  lor 
his  great  historical  labours.     Misc.  fVorkSf  vol.  i.  p.  41 . 

Such  are  the  publications  op  Hearne,  more  especially  connected 
with  British  History.  The  candid  critic,  and  the  intelligent 
reader,  will  throw  out  of  the  scale  all  considerations  of  the  particular 
bias,  or  even  the  palpable  credulity,  which  distinguish  the  Editor  of 
these  publications,  from  a  consideration  of  the  absolutb  talub  of 
the  ancient  texts  which  he  has  collected,  and  most  fidthfully 
printed.  They  will  separate  the  ore  from  the  dross  in  which  it  is 
embedded.  Meanwhile  let  the  curious  consult  FabricH  Bibt.  Med.  et 
Inf,  /Etat.  vol.  i.  p.  276,  edit.  1734,  about  a  reprint  of  the  more  va- 


And  for  that  Dunne  before  the  wood  was  downe 

Had  there  his  haunte,  and  there  did  steal  away 

The  staple  and  the  ringe,  thereof  the  towne 

Is  called  Dumtapk  until  this  day 

Also  in  Armes  that  Corporation 

The  Staple  and  the  Ringe  give  thereupon.  By  me  John  Willis. 

These  verses  were  sent  to  Heame  in  Oct.  1733,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Jones, 
Curate  of  Abbot's  Ripton,  in  Huntingdonslurc — to  whom  they  were  sent,  and 
transcribed  from  an  old  Register  of  Dunstaple  church,  by  a  friend — who  assured 
Mr.  Jbnes  that  the  author  of  these  verses  was  '*  sometime  curate  of  that  place,** 
»and  that  the  hand  writing  bore  a  resemblance ''  to  that  which  begins  the  Re|^ter 
in  the  year  1658."  Vol.  ii.  p.  727-729.    Was  Mr.  Jones  quiazmg  Heame  ? 
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sometimes  very  justly  questioned ;  and  bis  frivokmi 
digressions^  and  half  crazy  conclusions^  must  inevit* 
ably  provoke  the  laughter^  if  not  the  wrath,  of  the 
critic.  Yet  our  obligations  to  him  are  great.  He  has 
rescued  much  from  oblivion,  if  not  from  perdition ; 
and  forgetting  all  the  peculiarities  and  even  weak* 
oesses  of  the  man,  we  must  unite  in  bestowing  our 
heartiest  commendations  on  the  Editor.  More  than 
the  lapse  of  a  century  (that  test  of  reputation)  has 
confirmed  the  fame  of  Thomas  Hearne. 

Reverting  to  the  regular  order  of  published  histo*^ 
ries,  I  must  make  but  slight  mention  of  the  anti* 

Inable  of  Hearne's  works.  I  do  not  despair  of  seeing,  at  least,  the 
BUST  of  Hearne  in  one  of  the  public  repositories  at  Oxford,  lliat 
University  yet  owes  something  to  one  of  the  most  dutiful  of  her 
children : — ^who  may  be  said  to  have  died  in  the  act  of  paying  her 
bcHnage,  by  the  publication  last  described;  and  which  he  survived 
bat  a  few  weeks.  In  the  same  year  speared  the  Ectypa  Faria,  or 
a  collection  of  all  his  plates  from  his  different  publications,  in  one 
folio  volume^  Mr.  Triphook  hai^,  at  this  moment,  a  very  fine  copy 
of  this  work.  And  now  a  word  as  to  the  fortunate  Owners  of  a 
complete  large  paper  set  of  Hearne*s  publications.  But,  in  truth,  I 
know  of  no  such  ''  fortunate  owner.*'  Eaii  Spencer,  Mr.  Grenville, 
and  Mr.  Hibbert,  possess  such  a  series  complete,  with  the  exception 
of  the  first  edition  of  the  Itinerary.  Mr.  Dent  has  many  large  paper 
copies,  and  Sir  R.  C.  Hoare  yet  more.  At  Oxford,  they  have  a  fine 
sprinkling  of  them  at  Christ  Church ;  and  nearly  aU  of  them  are  at 
Blickling  in  Norfolk.  Sir  John  Sebright  has  his  ancestors  (Sir 
Thomas  Sebright's)  original  subscription  copies,  in  the  same  form, 
chiefly  in  the  old  Oxford  bindings.  At  Althorp,  they  are  separated,^ 
according  to  their  respective  classes. 


•  I  remember,  some  seven  or  eight  years  ago,"  a  good  saying  "  about  the  sepa- 
ration of  these  Hearnes.  On  hunting  down  some  bibliographical  qaestion,  ooo- 
nectod  with  this  series,  a  distinguished  Collector  discovered  their  separation. 
**  What,  (sudhe,  with  becoming  emphasis)  the  Hearne'a  separaied/  I  could  not 
SURVIVE  such  a  separation  an  hour."  Note.  May  I  be  forgiven  a  bad  pun  ?  Lord 
Spencer  is  doubly  blest  in  Hearnes :  for  he  has  a  Hernery  in  hi*  park  ! 

R 
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quarian-histoiical  labours  of  Sammes  andLEWis,^  in 
order  to  do  more  ample  justice  to  the  GeneralHistorjf^ 
of  Cartb,  who  put  forth  more  ponderous  folio  tomens 
in  1747,  and  who,  in  his  title  page,  probably  with  a& 
much  affectation  as  simplicity,  styled  himself  *^  an 
Englishman/*  Never  was  an  history  more  anxiously 
expected,  and  more  zealously  supported.  The  City 
of  London  and  the  University  of  Oxford  seemed  tp 
vie  with  each  other  in  their  acts  of  generosity.  AI-, 
though  the  author  died  before  the  publication  of  the 
last  volume  in  1755 — ^intending  to  bring  his  work, 
down  to  the  Restoration — yet  he  lived  long  enough  tq^ 
witness  its  success,i*  and  the  victory  which  he  had  ob- 
tained over  its  numerous  opponents,  and  the  shame 

*  I  hardly  know  why  Sammes's  Britannia  Antiqua  lUustrata,  or 
the  Antiquities  of  Ancient  Britain,  as  derived  from  the  Phceaiciana^ 
1676,  folio,  is  here  introduced — ^unless  it  be  to  exhort  the  curious 
collector  to  secure,  without  delay,  the  extraordinarily  fine  copy  of 
this  not  uninstructive  volume,  on  large  paper,  bound  in  red  morocco, 
by  C.  Lewis,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  R.  Triphook, 
bookseller.  In  the  same  bookseller's  collection  is  a  similar  choice 
copy  of  J.  Lewis's  "  Ancient  History  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  Bre- 
viary  of  Bretayne,  by  H,  Lhuyd.  Lond.  1729,  folio — a  book,  (and 
especially  such  a  copy  of  it !)  of  which  the  possession  shall  not  cause 
the  purchaser  to  repent  his  bargain. 

t  Mr.  Chalmers,  in  his  edition  of  the  General  Biographical  Histwry^ 
vol.  viii.  p.  292—299,  has  given  us  a  very  intersting  article  upoii 
Carte  :  and  his  history  is  there  said  to  be  ''  written  with  eminent 
exactness  and  diligence,  and  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  original 
authors ;  and  has  of  late  years  risen  considerably  in  reputation,  as 
weU  as  in  price,  especially  since  it  was  discovered  how  much  Hume 
was  indebted  to  it.'*  Yet  I  have  heard  competent  judges  speak; 
of  the  infidelity  of  some  of  Carte's  quotations.  A  neat  copy  may 
be- obtained  for  about  7^  17«.  6d.  The  large  paper  copies  are  of 
late  becoming  somewhat  common  3  and  are  cumbrous  in  the  ex- 
treme. The  small  paper  is  excellently  well  printed.  Messrs.  Arch 
apd  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co.  mark  a  copy  of  Carte's  Ltfe  of  tkfi, 
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attached  to  those  who  had  withdrawn  their  original 
patronage.  This  work  will  hve  long,  and  always  be 
consulted •  Hume  has  been  more  indebted  to  it  tiian 
he  was  disposed  to  acknowledge.  Carte  is  also  the 
author  of  the  well  known  "  History  of  the  Life  of 
JameSy  Duke  of  Ormondey'  in  3  folio  volumes,  1735-6. 

But  Carte  had  been  preceded  by  the  partial  histoiy 
of  Ralph  ;  who  had  confined  his  labours  to  the  reign 
of  William  III.,  with  an  introductory  review  of  the 
rrigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  This  work  ap- 
peared in  1744-6,  in  two  folio  volumes;*  and  since  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Fox's  incomplete  history  of  the 
reign  of  James  II.,  it  has  been  very  much  sought  after. 

The  progress  of  these  researches  has  at  length 
brought  me  to  the  labours  of  Hume,  Smollett,  and 
Henry.*     Upon  such  works  it  were  idle  to  bestow 

Duke  of  Ormond,  (the  companion  to  the  History)  in  calf,  at  7/.  7'< 
This  work  is  also  to  be  had  on  large  paper. 

•  It  was  Mr.  Fox's  character  of  Ralph  which,  in  a  great  degree, 
contributed  to  the  recent  inquiries  made  after  his  history.  A  copy 
of  it  is  obtainable  for  about  42.  I4s.  6d. 

f  Every  literary  man  knows  that  Hume  wrote  his  history,  as  it 
were  backwards :  beginning  with  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts.  The 
first  volume  (says  Mr.  Harvey})  ''  was  printed  at  Edinburgh,  by 
Hamilton,  Balfour,  and  Neil,  in  1754 :  the  second  at  London,  for 
MQlar>  in  1757.  These  are  the  two  last  volumes  of  the  present  edi- 
tions. The  two  intermediate  vols,  are  London,  1759 ;  and  the  two 
last  vols,  printed  by  him,  London,  1762.  These,  though  last  printed, 
are  the  commencement  of  his  history.  The  first  vol.  feU' almost 
DSAD  FROM  THE  PRESS,  and  the  rest  of  the  work  might  not  have 
been  published,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fostering  hand  of  A.  Millar/*. 
These  are  the  original  impressions  of  Hume*s  celebrated  History  of 
England  5  and  as  the  work  is  certainly  a  Classic,  in  its  way,  and  as 
portions  of  text  of  the  first  editions  differ  from  those  of  the  subse- 

I A  gentleman  at  Edinburgh,  and  one  of  the  Writers  of  the  Signed  from  whose 
letter  of  the  21st  of  August,  1824,  the  above  intelligence  is  given,  with  dM 
Acknowledgments  far  the  same* 
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many  words.  Tbey  are  comparatively  t£e  text-books 
of  our  hish^y.  They  are  in  every  coliectioo^  but  no 
one,  unluckily,  has  yet  had  the  courage  or  good  sense 
to  complete  the  plan  of  Dr.  Henry.    The  continua* 

quent  ones^  I  recommend  a  copy  of  this  Edit.  Prin.  to  be  in  the 
library  of  every  curious  Collector.  The  best  octavo  editions-^ 
or  rather  those  which  received  the  last  corrections  of  the  author, 
with  a  short  account  of  his  life»  written  by  himself — are  of  the  dates 
of  1778  and  1786>  in  8  volumes.  To  describe  subsequent  editions, 
which  of  late  are  become  almost  innumerable.*  were  a  waste  of  words 
and  of  paper.  And  equally  so  would  be  any  elaborate  appreciation 
of  the  style  of  the  work — ''  the  careless  inimitable  beauties'*  of 
which,  have  elicited  the  warm  commendation  of  Gibbon.  But,  up 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Tudor  AnnaU,  or  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII.  the  text  of  Hume  has  been  pronounced  to  be  "  ingenious  but 
superficial.**  The  author  indeed  wanted  that  resolute  spirit  of  in- 
dustry and  research,  which  alone  can  lead  an  historian  to  become 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  valuable  writers  of  the  middle  ages. 
It  is,  I  submit,  in  the  rdgn  of  Elizabeth,  that  the  true  genius  of 
Hume  may  be  said  to  shine  forth.  Here  we  have  pathos,  and 
aigument,t  vigorous  delineation  of  character,  and  statesman-like 
views  of  policy :  but  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  was  worthy  of  the  ex- 


*  Among  the  most  celebrated  for  ornament,  was  that  published  in  19  vols,  (con- 
taining the  continuation  by  Smollett)  in  the  year  1803,  in  8vo.  It  ezbibita  a  seriea 
of  most  spirited  engrayings  on  wood ;  and  is  now  become  rare.  Tlie  printer  wa» 
Bensley,  My  friend,  Mons.  Delan9on,  an  active  member  of  the  Society  of  JBiM'o* 
phileSf  at  Paris,  was  too  happy  to  secure  a  copy  of  it  on  large  pafer,  from  the 
catalogue  of  Messrs.  Arch,  for  23/.  10«.  The  royal  folio  edition,  published  by 
Bowyer,  and  embellished  with  elaborate  engravings  by  our  principal  artists,  has 
of  late  (I  know  not  wherefore) ''  hung  down  its  head"  in  the  market  The  most 
cowted  8to.  edition,  for  the  sake  of  tiie  copper  plata,  is  that  of  1789.  The  por* 
traits  are*  here  first  impressions. 

t  Read  the  account  of  the  execution  of  Mary — ^beginning  with  her  leaving  her 
private  apartment  for  the  block.  Read  also  the  summary  of  the  arguments,  pro 
and  con,  respecting  her  execution.  Hume  has  shewn  himself  a  perfect  master  of 
analysis,  in  compressing  these  arguments.  Never  was  a  point  more  delicately 
poised  in  the  discussion. 

Since  the  first  edition  of  this  work  there  has  appeared  a  History  qftke  BrUUk 
Empire  from  the  accession  of  Charles  J,  to  the  Restoration,  1824.  8to.  4  rols.  by 
Mr.  Brodib,  which  has  thrown  a  deep  shade  of  doubt  over  the  veracity  of  those 
mmterialt  of  Home,  which  relate  to  the  histories  of  Charles  I.  and  the  Common- 
wealth. 
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tion  of  it  by  Jambs  Petit  Andrbws^  exteads  only  to 
the  period  of  Henry  VIII,  Of  all  plans^  that  of  Henry,. 
18  surely  the  best— especially  for  the  Students  of  our 
Histoiy.    The  names  of  Mr.  Sharon  Turner*  and 

ercise  of  such  talents.  Hume  Was  a  Tory ;  he  Wi^  tdso  a  Sootchiban  :* 
— thb  renders  the  almost  unifbrm  absence  of  Scotticisms^  from  hl9 
style^  a  subject  of  surprise— if  not  of  astonishment! 

The  first  edition  of  Smollstt*8  History  of  England  was  printed 
in  1757  in  4  quarto  volumes :  reprinted  in  1758>  in  li  octavo  vo- 
hunes.  Of  the  Continuation  of  his  History,  from  174S  to  the  end  of 
1765j  the  first  impression  appeared  in  1763-5>  in  5  octavo  volumes. 
But  it  is  of  Hekrt*8  history  that  I  would  speak  in  the  warmest  lan- 
guage of  approbation.  The  plan  need  not  be  here  mentioned.  Its  im« 
perfect  state^  and  the  want  of  a  copious  and  accurate  Index  to  the  12 
octavo  volumesf  already  published,  are  truly  lamentable.  But  ere  he 
come  to  the  perusal  of  these  valuable  volumes  themselves,!  earnestly 
recommend  the  gallant-spirited  and  warm-hearted  '^  young  man/*  to 
read  with  attention  (as  he  can  scarcely  hjl  to  do)  the  secret  history 
of  this  publication,  as  developed  in  the  instructive  pages  of  Mr. 
I>*Ij9raeli's  Calamities  of  Authors,  vol.  ii.  p.  64,  &c.  He  will  there  see 
how  malicious,  and  yet  how  impotent,  were  the  efforts  of  one  Gilbert 
Stuart — ^by  pen,  and  by  word  of  mouth— to  blast  the  reputation,  and 
with  it  the  peace  of  mind,  of  the  author  of  this  history  of  England. 
He  need  not  be  told  that  Stuart  is  forgotten — and  that  Henry  wiU 
live  for  ever.  Such  instances  of  fiend-like  persecution  are  not  pecu. 
liar  to  the  age  of  Gilbert  Stuart.  How  incomparably  more  judicious, 
as  well  as  candid  and  happy,  is  the  criticism  upon  Henry*s  histoiy, 
in  the  Monthly  Review,  by  the  philosophical  Hume.— As  this  histoiy, 
with  its  continuation  by  Andrews,  is  to  be  obtained  at  all  prices, 
varying  according  to  the  quarto  or  octavo  size,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
particularise  further. 

*  The  foundation  of  Mr.  Sharon  Turner's  History  of  England 
was  laid  in  that  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  published  at  various  times, 
firom  the  year  1799  downwards.  It  has  appeared  in  3  quarto,  and 
4  octavo,  volumes ',  and  being  a  standard  book,  editions  of  it  are  in 
a  r^ular  state  of  succession.    The  last  of  1890,  in  three  Svo.  vols,  is 


t  The  last  octavo  edition,  or  the  last  bnt  one»  haa  aa  Index ;  but  not  avery 
good  one,  as  I  learn. 
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Mr.  LiiTGARB,*  are  among  the  most  eminent  of  those 
of  our  living  historians. 

eertainly  the  best.  Hie  matter  is  highly  curious  and  instructive ; 
and;  compared  with  it^  one  may  &irly  state,  that  all  previous  ac- 
counts  of  the  same  period  were  not  only  superficial^  but  erroneous* 
In  1814  Mr.  Turner  gave  us  his  first  volume  of  an  History  of  England; 
in  the  year  1815  the  second  volume  appeared :  and  very  recently 
(18S3)  the  third  volume  made  its  appearance.  Eacdi  volume  is  in 
quarto.  A  great  portion  of  this  work  is  devoted  to  the  history  of 
Religion  and  Literature  ^f  and  in  that  which  relates  to  civil  histoiy, 
1  know  of  no  portion,  in  any  writer,  in  which  the  character  of  Tho- 
mas a  Becket  is  more  vividly  and  powerfully  delineated. 

*  Mr.  Lingard*s  labours  have  been  so  far  crowned  with  success, 
that  an  octavo  impression  of  his  history  has  already  appeared.  There 
will  be  few^  who,  on  account  of  the  religious  creed  (of  the  church  of 
Rome)  of  the  author,  alone  will  deny  this  history,  a  place  on  their 
shelves.  The  style  is  clear,  vigorous,  and  unaffected  -,  the  facts  are, 
upon  the  whole,  fiairly  developed,  and  the  authorities  faithf^illy  con- 
sulted. Nor  is  Mr.  Lingard,  like  David  Hume,  afraid  of  encounter- 
ing the  tough  and  prolix  Latin  authors  of  the  middle  ages;  His 
notes  bear  evidence  of  his  research  :  and  although  his  colouring  of 
some  characters  will  necessarily  be  seen  with  different  eyes  by  Papist 
and  Protestant,  yet  it  must  be  fairly  acknowledged^  that  the  cause 
of  historical  truth  (if  tbuth  there  be  in  history  })  is  in  all  respects 
promoted  by  the  cautious  investigations,  and  dispassionate  remarks, 
which  characterise  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  his  work.  Mr.  Lin- 
gard bos  caused  the  historical  critic  to  examine  anew,  the  data^  from 
which  his  inferences  have  been  drawn  respecting  the  reigns  of  Henry 
VIII.  and  Queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 

The  labours  of  Bbrtrand  de  Molsvillr  (A  Chronological  Abridge" 
mentofthe  History  of  England,  1811,  4  vols.  8vo.)  ought  not  to  be 
fongotten.  The  author's  plan  is  ingenious^  and  his  work  is  at  once 
luminous  and  com[)ressed.  I  am  not  sure  whether  young  people  can 
commeqce  their  acquaintance  with  our  history,  by  the  aid  of  a  better 
guide. 

t  In  the  second  Tolume,  among  the  specimens  of  Gower's  poetry,  p.  491,  it  had 
escaped  the  learned  author,  that  precisely  similar  specimens  had  appeared  in  rol*  i. 
p.  181 -4,  of  the  recent  edition  of  our  Typographical  Anti^tiea,  The  horrible  story 
of  Canace  is  indeed  Uirillingly  described  by  the  muse  of  Gover. 


[247] 


HISTORY  OF  IRELAND. 

Having  dispatched  those  histories,  which,  with  that 
of  England,  comprehend  some  accounts,  more  or  less, 
of  the  transactions  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  I  now 
come  naturally  as  it  were,  to  the  mention  of  a  few 
historical  works,  exclusively  devoted  to  the  two  latter 
countries.  And  first,  in  its  proper  order,  of  Ireland. 
But  the  reader  is  previously  warned,  not  to  expect 
anything  like  methodical  details  of  all  the  works 
connected  with  this  subject ;  and  in  the  second  place, 
he  is  equally  cautioned  not  to  anticipate  a  descriptive 
catalogue  of  the  Lives  of  the  Irish  Saints,'^  whose 

.    *  I  willingly  consign  the  pages  of  the  Acta  Sanctorum  (that  inex- 
haustible repertory  of  legendary  lore  and  saintly  romance  !)  to  the 

^  iBvestigation  of  the  curious^  for  the  fuUest  biographies  of  St,  Patrick, 
St.  Brandon,  St,  Rumold,  St.  Columba,  and  other  similar  worthies. 
The  firsts  the  tutelary  Saint  of  Ireland,  has  been  the  object  of  the 
most  unbounded  veneration^  and  the  theme  of  the  most  unlimited 
praise.  No  romance^  in  wildness  or  variety,  exceeds  the  narrative  of 
the  fabled  deeds  of  St.  Patrick.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  first  separate 
edition  of  his  life ;  but  presume  that  re-impressions  of  it  are  innu- 
merable. Of  these,  I  will  mention  the  only  four  which  I  have  seen  : 
*'  JDe  Vita  S,  Patridi  HibernuB  Apostoli.  Libr.  11.  Auctore  Richardo 
StanUiursto  Dubliniensi.  Ant.  ex  Off,  C.  Plantiniana,  1587>  l^mo.  The 
second  is  called  "  The  Life  of  the  Glorious  Bishop  St  Patricke,  Apos* 
tie  and  Primate  of  Ireland;*  &c.  At  St,  Omers,  1625,  4 to.  This  bio- 
graphy is  followed  by  the  lives  of  St,  Bridget  and  St,  Columba,  Pa^ 

.  irons  of  Ireland,  The  third,  '*  The  Delightful  History  of  the  Life 
and  Death  of  St.  Patricke.'*  Lond.  1685,  J2mo.  It  is  a  chap  book, 
printed  in  rather  a  neat  black  letter,  and  embellished  wilh  several 
spirited  and  not  ill-drawn  wood  cuts.  The  only  copy  which  I  have 
seen,  is  that  in  the  library  of  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  GrenviUe :  a 
library,  to  which,  as  the  reader  will  presently  observe,  I  am  under  so 
many  obligations  for  my  account  of  the  rarer  books  relating  to  Irish 
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supposed  miracles  seem  to  have  involved  the  earlier 
periods  of  Irish  history  in  darkness  almost  impe- 

history.  The  fourth  life  is  a  similar  chap  book^  published  in  French 
at  Roueo^  in  1685;  hut  in  a  much  less  desirabl^  stale:  bein^ 
wretchedly  printed,  with  a  rude  whole  length  portrait  of  the  Saints 
as  a  frontispiece.  It  may  be  as  well  to  notice,  that>  in  Carte's  Lyra 
ERbemiea,  (presently  to  be  described)  there  is  a  small  copper  plate 
representing  the  Island  of  Purgatory,  in  which  St.  Fatrick  tarried, 
and  where  he  saw  such  wonderful  sights.  It  is,  I  think,  the  seoond 
plate. 

St.  Bsanoon's  biography  first  appeared  in  the  English  language, 
in  a  very  scarce  little  quarto  volume,  printed  by  W.  de  Worde,  with- 
out date,  but  early,  and  described  in  the  Typog.  Antiq,  vol.  ii.  p.  345. 
It  contains  10  leaves,  having  S3  lines  in  a  fiiU  page.  A  copy  is  in 
the  libraiy  of  Mr.  Granville,  who  observes  that  **  he  knows  of  no 
other  copy.**  This  copy,  therefore— neatly  inlaid,  and  bound  by 
Charles  Lewis,  is  in  Venetian  morocco^was  in  all  probability  Thane's, 
as  described  in  the  Typog,  Antiq,  St.  Rumold  is  connected  with  one 
of  the  scarcest  pieces  of  Irish  biography :  but  we  may  first  notice 
the  "  Vita,  Pamo,  et  Miracula  S.  RumoUU.  Arch,  Dubl.  J.  V.  W^ 
Decano  CapituU  Metrop,  MeehUn,  Autore:*  MechUniie,  1634,  4t(y. 
A  scarce  book :  by  Hugh  Ward,  Dean  of  Dublin,  who  was  an  as- 
sistant to  Colgan.  Consult  Ware's  Irish  Writers ;  vol.  ii.  p.  114.  Mr, 
Grenville's  beautiful  copy  is  bound  in  blue  morocco.  But  the  scar- 
cest of  the  biographies  of  St.  Rumold,  is  that  entitled  ''  Sancti  Ru* 
molds  Martyris  Inclytif  ^c.  Opns  Postkumum.  Dissertatio  UistO' 
rica.**  Laean,  1662,  4to.  A  prefix>  in  the  pencil  mark  of  Mr. 
Triphook,  calls  it,  **  an  uncommonly  rare  work  on  Irish  history.** 
The  price  is  a  demonstration  of  the  truth  of  the  remark.  At  page 
366j  there  is  a  duplicate,  folio,  f<^ded  leaf,  containing  the  names  of 
ancient  Irish  kings,  in  Irish  characters.  At  the  end,  are  three  short 
Indexes ;  1.  Of  Authors  consulted :  2.  Of  Irish  Saints :  3.  Of  things 
mentioned^ 

Those,  however,  who  may  give  up  the  pursuit  of  such  rare  se- 
parate pieces  of  Irish  biography  in  despair,  will  do  well  to  solace 
themselves  with  the  "  FhriUgium  Sanctorum,  &c.  seu  Vita  et  Acta 
Sanctorum  Hibemia ;  1 624,  folio  :  of  which  ''  Tbomas  Mbssinobam, 
an  Irish  priest,  and  Moderator  of  the  Irish  Seminary  at  Paris,*'  was 
the  author.    In  the  title  page,  there  is  a  neat  copper  cut  of  the  whole 
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netrable,  and  wHb  doabts  scaircely  Ie89  ntlMMUtA 
Beginnings  therefore^  cantioosly^  with  oxtr  otd  friends^ 

figures  of  Saints  Columba,  Patrick^  and  Bridget.  In  the  whole,  441 
pag6S.  Mr.  GrenviUe*s  fine  cc^y  of  this  most  indifferently  printed 
book^  is  bound  in  red  morocco^  by  Lewis.  In  ICr.  Thorpe's  recem 
catalogue,  I  observe  the  copy  which  had  **  belonged  to  Geo.  II .  witk 
Ware's  Autograph/'  marked  at  3/.  Si.  This  book,  by  no  means  o£ 
extreme  rarity,  has  escaped  Brunet ;  as  have  indeed  almost  all  tiw 
rarer  tolnmes  connected  with  Irish  history.  Even  the  works  of  LyaA 
and  Carve  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Manuel  du  Libraire,  And  ye^ 
what  work  advances  nearer  to  perfection  than  that  of  Bbukst  } 

But  ^e  most  copious  and  taluable  woric  relating  to  the  biogra^iy 
of  the  Irish  Saints,  is  by  Jobn  Goloan,  an  Iridi  Friar  Mendicant 
Jesuit,  and  Divinity  Lecturer  in  the  University  of  Lotrvain— tindw 
the  title  of  Triadis  Thaumatufga,  she  Dworum  PairicH,  Columboi  H 
Brigidet,  8fc.  Acta.  Lovan.  1647 »  vOl.  ii.  folio :  his  first  volumfls> 
(prmted  in  1645)  is  called  "Acta  Sanctorum  Vet.  et  Major  Scotimm** 
$e»  Htbemict  Sanctorum  Intulte,  &c.  The  third  volume,  properly  so 
considered,  never  appeared.  This  first  is  executed  upon  the  plan  of 
the  BoHandists  -,  and  contains  the  Lives  of  the  Iri^  Saints  for  the 
months  of  January,  February,  and  March.  "  In  this  last  book  (SKfB 
Kshop  Nicolson)  Colgan  has  hooked  in  most  of  the  old  holy  men  and 
women  in  England  and  Scotland :  so  that  even  Dempster  himself^ 
(in  his  Historia  Ecclenastica  Gentis  Scotorvm  Libriswt.  F&ris,  ]634> 
Iblb)  could  not  be  more  intent  on  multiplying  the  Scotch  army  of 
Saiflfts  and  Martyrs,  than  ColjgaB  of  raising  recruits  for  that  of  his 
own  native  country.**  Iriih  Hist.  Library,  p.  40.  A  perfect  copy  of 
Colgan's  work  is  so  rare,  that  Mr.  Thorpe  marks  such  a  one  at  30L 
Mr.  Grenville's  is  in  the  finest  possible  condition. 


*  In  the  first  edition  of  the  Irish  Common  Prayer,  1608,  folio,  edited  by  Danid, 
Archbishop  of  Taam,  it  is  said,  in  the  dedication  to  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  knight^ 
Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland, "  Though  this  kingdom  were  sometimes  called  SeoHm, 
that  is,  in  Greek  darhnett^taid  now  may  justly  recover  the  ancient  title  of  SeoHa 
Jktu^or^  (being  in  greater  darkness)  ftc." 

t  As  connected  with  the  Dempsterian  Controvsrsy,  there  are  few  pieces^I 
apprehend,  rarer  than  that  entitled  ''  Hibemi^  Sive  Antiquioris  ScoHm  Vindidm 
adversus  Immodestum  Parecbtuim  Thomtt  Demp*teri,^e,  Antv.  j^pud  Herman  Cqn 
tHnn,  1621 ,  8vo.  Strangely  enough,  Mr.  Heber,  who  has  an  almost  innate  abhor- 
rence of  widely  extended  margins,  possesses  this  very  rare  book  on  larob  papbb. 
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Oirald  Barry,  and  fFare,  and  Stanikurst,*  as  the 
more  ancient  and  regular  historians  of  Ireland^  we 
have  few  similar  works  to  notice^  (if  we  except  the 

The  reader  will  remembcfr  that  some  curious  similar  biography 
may  be  seen  in  Pinkerton*8  Vita  Jntiqua  Sanctorum,  Lond.  1789^ 
8vo. :  only  100  copies  printed.  See  the  Life  of  St.  Columba*  But 
in  the  incorporated  biographies  of  Saints^  let  me  not  omit  the  men- 
tion of  the  '*  Lives  of  Saints^  written  in  Spanishe,  by  the  Rev.  J, 
Alfonso  vallegas,  Dominican,  faithfully  translated  into  English,  8sc. 
mith  the  Lives  of  St,  Patrick,  St.  Br^id,  and  St,  Columba ;  Patrons 
of  Ireland,  All  newly  corrected,  and  adorned  with  many  brazen  pic*- 
tures  in  this  last  edition.  Printed  by  John  Cousturier,  1636,  4to.  pp. 
945 :  then  a  leaf  o£ ''  approbation^*'  and  179  leaves  of  Appendix. 
My  ftiend  Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  beautiful  copy  of  this  imcommon 
book^  in  his  extraordinary  collection  of  works  appertaining  to  Irish 
history.  St.  Bridget  has,  perhaps,  few  works  connected  with  her 
biography  more  choice  and  rare,  than  that  entitled  '^  Brigida  Thau- 
maturga,  sive  Dissertatio  Encomicutica  in  laudem  ipsius  SancUs :  par* 
Hm  archaica  ex  sacra  et  antiqua  hisioria  Ecclesicutica :  par  Am  etiam 
parenatka  ad  alumnos  Collegiorum.  Paris,  1620,  8vo.  In  Mr.  Heber's 
collection. 

•  GiRALD  Barry,  (Giraldus  Cambrensis)  Topographia  Hibemia, 
and  Historid  Vaticinalis  de  Expugnatione  Hibemict,  &c.  The  latter  was 
published  in  the  Anglica,  &c.  of  Camden,  at  Franckfort,  1603,  folio : 
see  p.  159,  ante.  G.  Barry's  work«  which  gives  an  account  of  Ire* 
land  in  the  12th  century,  was  answered  by  Lynch,  under  the  title  of 
(hmbrensis  Eversus,  &c.  for  which,  see  post.  But  Barry's  topogra- 
phical labours  appear  to  the  best  advantage  in  Holinshed's  Chro- 
nicles, translated  and  improved,  with  occasional  notes,  by  John 
Hooker,  alios  Vowel :  vol.  2,  edit.  1586. 

RiCHARDi  Stanihursti  Dc  Rcbus  in  Hibernia  gestis  Libri  IV, 
Antv.  apud  C.  Plantinum^  1584,  4to.  Concerning  this  work,  consult 
Harrises  Ware,  vol.  iii.  p.  38  :  Nicolsons  Irish  Hist.  Library,  part  iii. 
p.  21,  edit.  1736  3  Keating* s  Pref  to  his  Hist,  of  Ireland,  1723,  folio. 
Messrs.  Arch  mark  a  copy  at  1/.  \s.  It  is  rarely  found  in  good  con* 
dition,  although  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  pick  up  a  fine  and  perfect 
copy  at  Nancy,  bound  in  red  morocco,  for  five  francs.  The  reader 
may  not  ol^ect  to  know  that  Stanihurst  was  the  uncle  of  Archbishop 
Usher. 
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brief  account  of  Spenser  the  poet)  till  we  reach  the 
middle  of  the  following  century ;  when  the  labours  of 
Messinghantj  ColgaUy  LombarduSj  Hanmer,  Campion^ 
Staff ordy  Carve^  Lynch,  Morison,  Caron,  SlrinuSy  and 
pthers,   mentioned  below^*  furnish  us  li^th  curious 

*  Before  I  dispatch  the  above  list  of  old  Irish  historians  or  an- 
nalists^ let  me  make  brief  mention  of  a  few  rare  historical  pieces^  not 
incorporated  in  the  text.  1.  Historia  Catholiae  Ibemue  Compendium 
a  D.  Philippo  Ossullevano  Bearro  Jhemo,  Ulyssippone  excusum  a  Petto 
Crasbeeckio  Reg,  Typog.  1621,  4 to.  The  arms  of  Austria  in  the  title- 
page.  Mr.  Grentille  and  Mr.  Heber  each  possess  a  copy  of  this 
rare  book.  The  paper  and  type  are  rather  indifferent.  2.  Paraine' 
tic(}rum  Veterum  Scriptores  VIII,  Insula  ad  lacum  Acronium  Per* 
missu  Superior um,  1604^  4 to.  This  is  a  very  curious  volume^  and 
Mr.  Bohn  has  availed  himself  of  Mr.  Clarke's  reference  to  this  very 
copy>  as  one  of  the  bijoux  of  the  library  of  Mr.  Greaville^  which  has 
encouraged  him  to  affix  the  price  of  IZ.  I6s.  to  a  good  copy  of  the 

work.    The  second  part  is  full  of  curious  old  Irish  poetry ;  and  we 

*•  ** 

observe  a  copper  cut  of  '*  Kvning  Tyro  Von  Schotten,'*  with  some 

poetry  by  that  monarch.     The  pages  run  consecutively  to  p.  490. 

Then  '^  Omissa"  and  '*  Index,"  separately.     3.  Analecta  Sacra  Nova 

el  Mira,  De  Rebus  Catholicorum  in  Hibernia,  (Colon,  1617,  8vo.)  to 

which,  add  De  processu  Martyriali  Quorundam  Fidei  pugilum  in  Hi" 

bemia  pro  complemento  Sacrorum  Analectorum,     A  long  preface,  on 

sign.  a.  e.  i.  unpaged  :  then  a  new  title,  as  it  were  5  Catalogus  Som 

cratorum  Aniistituyn,  &c.   on   sign,   o   and  u :  next,  De   Richardi 

Creaghi,  Arch,  Armac,  Prim,  Reg,  Heb,  vita  et  morte  Notationes  Mne- 

monica,  pp.  385.     "  The  three  parts  (as  here— observes  Mr.  Gren- 

ville")  are  of  the  greatest  rarity  *    The  author  was  David  Kooth, 

Bishop  of  Ossory,  highly  praised  by  Usher,  to  whom  he  supplied 

some  documents  for  the  *'  Frimordia.'*    Rivius  published  an  answer 

to  this  book,  so  scarce  that  I  have  seen  no  copy  except  my  own. 

This  answer  was  published  at  London,  in  1624,  4 to.  (and  dedicated 

to  Charles  Prince  of  Wales)  under  the  title  of  ''  Regiminis  Anglicani 

in  Hibernia  Defensio   adversus  Analecten,    Autore  Tho,  Ryvio.   J,  C. 

Regis  Advocato,  Libri  Tres,**   Each  book  has  separate  paginal  nume* 

*  It  is  clear  that  Bishop  Nicolson  was  ignorant  of  the  publication  of  thii  Utter 
tract.    He  speaks  of  it  as  if  in  MS. 
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and  GopioiiB  detiuls  respecting  the  ptooeediDgs--' 
iBostly  of  a  nirelancholy  description — ^wfaicfa  took  place 

mis.  Mr.  Gienville's  copy  is  deaa  and  most  beautifiiL  Ck>ii8ult 
Nicohon's  Irish  Historical  Library,  IJS'^,  folio,  p.  5. 

I  now  come  to  Hie  notice  of  the  authcMs  above  particularly  men- 
tiooed ;  in  Uie  chronological  order  in  which  tiieir  works  appeared. 
tiOMBABDUS,  de  Regno  Hibemia,  Lovan»  163^,  4to.  One  of  tiie 
rarest  of  the  Irish  histories.  This  book  was  ordered  to  be  suppressed 
and  prosecuted  by  tiord  I>eputy  StraflTord,  at  the  direction  of  the  King 
in  1633  ;  but  the  author  was  already  dead.  See  Harris's  Ware,  vol. 
Ik.  p.  103.  Mr.  6renviUe*s  copy  of  this  indifferently  printed  book  is 
fine  and  spotless  5  in  Venetian  morocco,  by  C.  Lewis.  A  short  ac- 
count of  the  life  and  vnritings  of  Dr.  Peter  Lombard,  Roman  Catho- 
lic Primate  of  Armagh,  was  published  in  the  Anthologia  Hibemica, 
voL  1.  p.  33.  Hanmbr,  Campion,*  and  Spenssr9  &c. — Histories  of 
Ireland,  Dublin,  1633,  foUo.  There  are  three  separate  titles  and 
paginations.  Hanmer  and  Marleburrough  occupy  2^  pages  ;  Cam- 
jfon,  138  ',  with  one  of  '^  feultes  escaped ;"  and  Spenser,  119 ;  with 
i'6  pages  of  annotations  and  poetical  addenda.  Thomas  Stafford 
wtts  author  of  ''  Pacata  HibetJiia  ;  Ireland  Appeased  and  Reduced/' 
1633,  folio.  This  volume  contains  a  fine  portrait  of  the  Earl  of  Tot- 
ness,  by  Voerst^  and  another  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  some  verses 
printed  beneath.  These  precede  the  titie.  The  dedication  to  the  King 
18  signed  by  Thomas  Stafibrd.  The  Maps  are  the  chief  treasures  of 
this  volume  :  of  which  there  should  be  18  to  be  complete.  Some  of 
these  maps,  in  giving  bird*s-eye  views  of  batties,  sieges,  camps,  and 
of  castles  and  fortified  towns— many  of  the  originals  no  longer  exist- 
ing— are  very  curious.  Messrs.  Arch  value  a  perfect  copy,  in  russia 
binding,  at  71*  7s.  Note  :  The  five  last  mentioned  works,  with  a 
Lye  of  St.  Patrick,  were  handsomely  reprinted,  under  the  title  of 
Ancient  Irish  Histories,  at  Dublin,  in  1809,  in  five  quarto  volumes. 
The  ''  Pacata'*  was  separately  published  in  1820,  8vo.  ^  vols. 

We  are  now  to  mention  a  few  of  the  principal  labours  of  Carve,  a 
native  of  Tipperary.  His  Itinerarium,  or  rather  the  first  part  of  it, 
was  published  at  Mentz,  in  1639 ;  the  second  part  in  1641 ;  the  third 
at  Spires,  in  1646.    The  first  was  reprinted  in  1640  ?t  but  the  first 

*  Campion  was  the  famous  Jesuit,  executed  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
f  Mr.  Grenrille  remarks  that  the  reprint  b  the  same  as  the  first  edition  of  1639; 
page  for  page,  and  word  for  word ;  excepting  that  it  has  an  additional  dedicatioB, 
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dttiiog  the  same  century,  in  the  sister  kingdom.  But 
while  it  ought  to  be  4:uly  noticed,  that  the  greater 

edition  of  the  first  part,  and  the  possession  of  the  second  and  thii4 
parts — tbCVhole  forming  3  small  duodecimo  volmaes, — ^is  a  circum- 
stance  of  very  rare  occurrence,  even  with  the  most  inde&tigable  and 
fortunate  book-collector.  Eren  the  second  part  has  made  a  copy 
mount  to  the  price  of  7^*  I7s.  6d,  The  three  parts  have  produced,  I 
think,  2U.  Mr.  Grenyille  possesses  two  copies :  one,  in  S  vol.  in  red 
morocco,  including  the  original  edition  of  the  first  part :  the  o^herj 
3  vols,  in  1,  in  Venetian  morocco.  Mr.  Geoi^  Hibbert  also  posp 
sesses  the  three  parts  complete :  from  the  Macarthy  Library.  Of 
scarcely  less  rarity  is  the  '^  Lyra,  sive  Anacephalaoiit  Hibemica/*  &c 
of  the  SAME  Author  :  printed  at  Sulzbach  in  1666, 4to.*  This  indif- 
ferently printed  book  contains  5  plates  :  3  topographical :  the  4thj 
a  portrait  of  Charles  L  (apparently  copied  from  that  in  Heath's 
Chronicle)  and  the  5th,  a  portrait  of  Carve  himself;  with  a  lopg 
bushy  beard — and  altogether  of  a  ''  wild*'  aspect. t  Of  this  portrait 
there  is  a  poor  and  faithless  copy,  which  Mr.  Grenville  has  inserted 
into  his.  own  book — besides  having  the  genuine  impression.  Mr. 
Hibbert  also  possesses  this  scarce  piece  of  Carve;  and  Mr* 
Heber  possesses  it  uncuU  O  rare !  A  remarkably  clean  and  sound 
copy  of  it  is  at  Althorp. 

We  are  now  to  treat  of  Lynch,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the 
Irish  Rx>man  Catholic  writers  and  controversialists.  His  latinised 
name  is  usually  Lucius  ;  and  his  principal  work  is  a  sort  of  indirect 
attack  against  Girald  Barry's,  under  the  title  of  *'  Cambrensis  Ever" 
SU8 ;  seu  potius  Historka  Fides,  in  rebtu  Hibemicis,    Giraldo  Cam' 


snd  at  pp.  113-1 14,  two  additional  epitapbs  to  WaUenstein,  and  an  additional  35th 
chapter  at  the  end  of  the  fint  part  I  may  add,  that  the  mistake  of  Trippemrien- 
»is,  in  the  first  edition,  is  corrected  to  that  of  Tipperariensis  in  the  reprint. 

*  It  was  first  published  in  16(»0,in  the  70th  year  of  the  author's  ag^,  when  he 
lired  at  Vienna,  and  where  he  died  a  ^car-Choral  of  St.  Stephen's  Cathedral,  in 
1614.    Carve  was  a  priest  and  apostolic  notary.  NicoUon :  Irish  Hiit,  Libr.  p.  12. 

f  But  in  regard  to  portraits,  wheAer  true  or  false  in  resemblance,  I  know  of 
none  (unless  those  in  a  scarce  little  yolame  entitled  CerUmen  THpUs,  1645,  be 
excepted)  like  that  which  adorns  almost  the  first  leaf  of  a  very  scarce  tract  enti- 
tled "  R.  P.  Petri  Writi  Sacerdotia  AngU  E  Societ,  Jem.  Mara  quam  ob  fidem  pattua 
eat  Loruiini,  zxix.  Mail,  M.DC.LI."  It  is  a  portrait  of  the  author,  by  Galle.  It  is 
brilliant  even  to  dazzling.  Why  will  not  many  of  our  able  artists  do  the  like  ? 
Mr.  Heb«r*s  copy  of  this  interetrtlBg  book  w  **  de  tonte  beant^ !" 
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iitimber  of  the  books,  from  the  authors  just  mentioned; 
are  of  an  extreme  degree  of  rarity — and  therefore 

hrensi  abrogata,  &c.  In  quo,  Ssc.  plerosque  navos  inesse  ostendit  Gra^ 
Hanus  Lucius  Hihermcus,  &c.  an.  1669,  folio.  A  long  dedicatory 
q>i8tle  to  Charles  II.,  and  an  Index  of  chapters  (one  leaf)  precede 
the  text.  The  text  occupies  356  pages.  Addenda  2  leaves.  Index 
Reram,  7  leaves.  It  appears  from  Croft's  catalogue,  p.  371,  n®. 
7397,  (as  inserted  by  Mr.  Grenville  in  his  copy)  that  the  greater 
number  of  copies  of  this  work  seems  to  have  perished  by  the  fire  of 
London.  The  book  was,  doubtless,  published  abroad.  Mr.  Gren- 
Tille*s  copy  is  a  fine  one,  in  Venetian  morocco  binding.  Lynch  (ac- 
cording to  Bishop  Nicolson)  *'  accuses  Girald  Barry  of  maliciously 
destroying  a  great  many  of  the  old  Irish  Annals,  whereof  he  had  the 
perusal  $  and  it  is  thence  justly  observed  by  Bishop  Stillingfleet, 
(firig.  Brit  p.  268.)  that,  if  so,  he  had  better  advantages,  and  more 
authorities  than  Keatitig.**  Irish  Hist.  Libr.  page  2.  Lynch's  book 
may  be  worth  from  15/.  to  20/.  according  to  condition. 

Of  infinitely  greater  rarity  than  the  preceding,  is  the  work  of 
Lynch  entitled  *'  Alithinologia,  svve  Veredica  Relsjponsio  ad  Invecii- 
vam  Mendacijsfalacys,  Sfc.foetam  in  plurimos  Antistites,  &c.  Hibemos. 
Eudoxio  Alithinologo  Authore,  Impress,  1664,  4to.  '*  One  of  the 
dearest  and  most  rare  of  all  the  Irish  tracts,*' — says  Mr.  Grenville.  I 
find  no  mention  of  it  in  Nicolson  or  Watt.  A  supplemental  volume 
was  printed  in  1667,  containing  a  title,  13  prefatory  leaves,  228 
pages  of  text,  and  9  leaves  of  index  and  errata.  This  first  part  con- 
tains 144  leaves,  and  7  leaves  of  index,  &c.  Mr.  Grenville*s  copy  is 
most  perfect — and  brilliantly  bound,  by  C.  Lewis,  in  red  morocco, 
with  vellum  insides.  But  perhaps  the  very  rarest  of  all  Lynch's 
pieces,  is  that  entitled  "  Pii  AnHstitis  Icon,  siue  De  Vita  et  Morte 
R'^  D.  Francisci  Kirovani  Alladentis  Episcopi :  Autore  Joanne 
Lynchao  ArchicUacono  Tuamensi,  Macloviit  1669,'*  12mo.  Mr,  Heber's 
unique  copy  of  this  slender  duodecimo  volume,  (which  is  replete  with 
interesting  details,)  has  a  portrait  of  Kirwan,  {wholly  unknown  to 
all  the  Collectors)  executed  by  C.  Hilaer,  in  the  line  manner,  v«ry 
rude,  out  of  drawing,  and  yet  strongly  indicative  of  a  resemblance. 
It  represents  the  original  In  his  72d  year  3  adding,  that  he  died  in 
1661.  An  original  letter  of  Dr.  0*Conor,  of  Stowe,  accompanies 
thb  copy — ^written  to  the  owner  of  it,  in  confirmation  of  its  won- 
derful rarity.    The  place  where  this  book  was  printed  (St.  Male) 
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coveted  with  avidity  by  the  historical  antiquary^  au4 
keen  collector  of  scarce  and  curious  volumes — ^it  must 

was  the  rendezvous  of  the  expatriated  Irish  in  their  way  to  France 
and  the  Netherlands— -eccording  to  the  author  of  the  letter.  Who 
shall  have  the  courage  to  set  a  price  on  such  a  piece  of  biography  ? 

Of  almost  equal  rarity  with  the  latter  of  Lynch's  performances,  is 
the  '*  Remonstrantia  Hibernicorum  contra  Lovanienses  Ultramontanas^ 
que  Censuras,**  fifc.  of  which  R.  P.  F.  R.  Caron,  "  Theologus  Emeri- 
tus,** was  the  author ;  and  which  was  publish^  ''  Cum.  Lie.  et  Priv. 
Superiorum.  A.  D.  1 665,  in  folio.  This  work  was,  doubtless,  printed 
abroad.  Carron  and  Walsh*  were  two  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  who 
in  opposition  to  the  fierce  writings  of  Nicholas  French,  (and  espe- 
cially to  his  Bleeding  Iphigenia^-y  published  in  1674,  8vo.)  qualified 
their  submission  to  the  Pope,  by  their  abhorrence  of  the  principles 
of  the  Irish  Rebels,  and  dbclaiming  the  Pope*s  supremacy,  in  tempo- 
rals. Caron's  book  is  of  decided  rarity.  Mr.  Grenville  supposses 
the  entire  impression  of  it  to  have  been  nearly  destroyed  in  the  fire  of 
London ;  and  knows  of  no  copy  of  the  book  besides  his  own^  except 
that  at  Stowe.  His  own  copy  was  presented  to  him  by  Thomas 
Cholmondeley,  Esq.  of  Vale  Royal.  The  work  is  dedicated  to  Charles 
II. :  and  the  first  four  parts  run  through  ^66  pages,  consecutively 
numbered.     The  first  XI.  chapters  of  the  5th  part  occupy  94  pages: 


•  History  of  the  Irish  Remonstrances:  Load.  1674,  folio. 

t  Who,  1  desire  to  know,  is  the  happy,  the  enriable  possessor  of  this  "  bleed* 
ing"  treasure  ? — a  treasure— for  which  my  Lord  Amndel,  the  Right  Hon.  Tliomas 
Grenville,  and  Richard  Heber,E&q.  would  cross  the  roughest  ocean,  even  agitated 
by  equinoctial  gales !  Tia,  as  1  conceive,  the  rarest  of  Irish  pieces ;  and  I  learn 
from  Mr.  I.  Roche,  whose  library  is  rich  in  Irish  history,  that  a  copy  of  it  was 
sold  at  Dublin  in  1823.  Was  it  from  the  collection  of  the  late  Dr.  Troy  ?  ''  This 
honest  Father  Walsh  (as  Bishop  Nicolson  remarks)  is  that  same  modem  histo- 
rian upon  whom  Mr.  O'Flaherty  has  let  fly  a  whole  chapter  of  remarks — in  his 
Ogygia,  pt.  iii.  c.  27."  However,  among  the  rarer  of  his  pieces  b  the  following,  of 
which  a  copy  will  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Heber. 
**  Causa  yalesiana  EpistoUs  Temis  Prtelibata,  4*0.  Authore  F,  Petro  Valesio,  Sfc, 
Lvnd,  1684,  8vo.  A  perfect  copy  of  a  very  scarce  work,  by  Peter  Walsh,  which 
is  much  oftener  looked  for  than  found  (says  Mr.  Grenrille).  The  whole  appendix 
being  unpaged,  must  be  carefully  examined.  This  is  quite  compleat.  The  pagina- 
tion extends  to  p.  350.  Then  the  "  Ajtfendix  Instrumeniorum,"  beginning  on  Z. 
and  extending  to  P,  each  letter  in  eights  :  a  blank  leaf  forming  the  last  of  P.  Th« 
«  Instruments"  are  numerous— with  several  titles.  A  beautiful  copy  is  at  Althorp. 
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also  be  as  duly  noticed,  that  the  majority,  if  not 
almost  the  entire  nnmber,  of  these  writers,  were  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith ;  and  therefore  their  nar- 
ratives, or  their  coneliisioDS,  must  be  received  with  a 
mixture  of  more  than  ^^  one  grain  of  Sjalt."  Most  of 
the  foregoing  authors  had  their  works  printed  abroad, 
as  if  by  stealth,  and  in  a  very  sorry  garb ;  but  their 
rarity  and  intrinsic  worth  render  them  acceptable 
under  any  aspect,  provided  they  be  perfect. 

Meanwhile,  requesting  the  inquisitive  reader  to 
avail  himself  of  the  labours  of  Camden  and  Baxter—- 
as  not  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  present  subject — I  re^ 
commend  him  to  the  sober  and  intriosically  valuable 
publications  of  Lord  Castlehaven^  Davisy  Cox,  Capell, 

from  the  Xllth  to  the  XVIIIth  chapters  inclusively,  there  are  102 
pages :  the  paginary  numerals  recommencing  at  ch.  XII.  An  index 
of  4  leaves  concludes  the  work. 

The  work  of  Sirinus*  ought  probably  to  have  been  noticed  under 
the  account  of  Irish  Saints.  It  is  so  rare,  as  to  have  escaped  Nicol- 
son.  The  title  is  thus  :  '*  PatricH  FUmingi  Hibemi,  Ssc,  Collectanea 
Sacra  seu  S.^Columbani  Hibemi  Abbatis,  ^c.  Necnon  AUorum  Antiquo- 
rum  Sanctorum  Acta  et  Opuscula,  nusquam  antehac  edita,  &c.  Per. 
Thomam  Sirmum**  Lovanii,  1667,  folio.  A  dedicatory  ^istle  to 
Cardinal  Dubois,  2  leaves :  privilege  of  publication,  1 :  contents,  1 : 
fbllowed  by  aBrevisNotitia  de  Collectore,  and  other  pieces,  3  leaves : 
ad  Lectorem,  2 :  Elogia  de  S.  Columbano,  4 :  Hymni,  1 :  all  un- 
numbered. Then  454  pages  consecutively,  to  the  end  of  the  work  : 
including  the  index.  The  paper  and  print,  as  usual,  are  indifferent. 
Mr.  Grenville  observes,  that,/' this  is  one  of  the  rarest  and  most 
valuable  books  of  old  Irish  history  r  he  knows  of  no  other  copy, 
except  that  at  Stowe."  Respecting  the  author,  see  Ware*s  Writen, 
vol.  ii.  

*  It  may  be  as  weU  to  notice  here  a  work  of  R.  Belin,  entitled  ''  Vindieiamm 
Cathoticonim  in  Hibemia,  Remm  in  Hibemia  Gestarum  ab  anno  1641,  ad  annum 
1649.**  Paria,  1650,  12mo.  A  rare  book;  unknown  to  Nicolson,and  the  gene- 
rality of  Bibliographers.  I  find  a  copy  of  it  marked  at  2/.  12^.  6</.  in  Mr.  Rodd's 
Catalogue  of  1823. 
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and  Cf  Flaherty  ,**  and,  in  the  ensuing,  and  last  cen^ 
tury,  to  those  of  Keating,  fFare,  fFlamer,  MusgravCs 

*  C^MDSN  and  Baxter  may  be  only  incidentally  mentioned^  as  it 
were.  The  labours  of  the  former  are  topographical^  and  will  be 
best  understood  in  the  editions  of  the  BriUmnia,  by  Gibson  or  Gough*. 
Those  of  the  latter  are  paleological^  or  glossarial— -under  the 
well-known  title  of  '^  QiossarUm  AntiquUatum  BrUantUcarum,  tlp€ 
Syllabus  Etymologicus  Antiquitaium  Veteris  Britanniji  atque  Irkr- 
KijE  iempoTihui  Romanorum,  Lond.  1719.  Svo.  With  an  excellent 
head  of  Baxter,  by  Vertue,  in  the  tontispiece.  A  most  beautiful 
copy  of  this  book  on  large  paper,  in  old  red  morocco  binding,  is 
marked  by  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  at  Si.  Ss,  It  was  the  presenta* 
tion  copy  to  Dr.  Meade,  and  has  an  additional  ms.  dedication  bj 
Baxter.  The  Memoiri  of  James  Lord  Audley,  Earl  of  Castlebavxn^ 
Idt  Engagement  and  Carriage  in  the  Wars  of  Ireland:  from  the  year 
1642,  to  the  year  1651.  Written  by  himself.  Lond.  1680,  12mo. 
pp.  136.  The  Earl  of  Castlehayen*s  Review :  or  his  Memoirs,  &c. : 
enlarged  and  corrected,  with  an  .\ppendix  and  Postscript.  Lond. 
1684.  pp.  177^  (not  161.)— with  an  Appendix  of  seventy-three  pages* 
Reprinted  in  1815.  Dublin,  Svo. :  of  which  there  were  thirty  copies 
on  large  paper.  Mr.  Grenville  has  one  of  these — the  gift  of  Sir  W. 
W.  Wynne,  Bart. :  gorgeously  bound  in  green  morocco,  by  George 
Mullen  of  Dublin. 

Historical  Relations.:  or,  a  Discovery  of  the  true  Causes  why  Ireland 
uas  never  entirely  subdued  nor  brought  under  obedience  of  the  Crovm  of 
England  untU  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  James  of  happy 
Memory.  London,  1612,  4to.  First  edition.  DubUn,  1664,  12mo. 
Second  edition.  ''  The  author  of  the  work  was  Sir  John  Davis,  a 
learned  man,  and  an  excellent  orator,  who,  for  his  great  abilities^ 
was  by  King  James  the  First  made  his  Solicitor,  and  afterwards  his 
Attorney  General  in  this  kingdom  of  Ireland.*'  Pre&ce.  Lord 
Chatham,  in  his  Letters  to  his  Nephew,  p.  81,  calls  tl^s,.  "  a  great 
performance,  a  masterly  work,  containing  much  depth  of  knowledge 
of  state  matters,  and  settling  of  countries,  in  a  very  short  compass.*' 
It  is  a  small  duodecimo  of  255  pages.  The  first  edition  is  of  great 
rarity. 

But  of  all  the  smaller  and  more  important  pieces  of  this  perioiL 
there  is  not  one  which  can  come  within  many  d^gjreea  of  rs^ty  of 
that  entitled  "  Unkind  Deserter  of  Loyal  Men,'  Anno  1676>  \8ma 

s 
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Lelandy  Thomas  de  Burgo,  O'HaUoran,  and  Fallancey. 
The  present  century  has  been  enriched  by  the  produc- 

TUs ''Unldnd  Deserter^*  was  the  Duke  of  Qnno^  The  anthor  Iras 
'^  Nicholas  Fiench^  cathi^  Bishop  of  Fems^  an  unprincipled  poli- 
ttdaoj  who  rqpealedly  changed  sides.  He  went  to  Bntssels^  and 
Mned  the  crown  of  Irdand  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain:  afterwards  he 
Iproceeded  to  Faris>  and  requested  an  interview  with  CliaHes  n.  wlio 
fSftased  to  see  him.  Tiiis  he  attributed  to  the  Dvkb  or  Okmond; 
became  his  inveterate  enemy^  and  concentrated  in  this  volume  every 
tircumstance,  wliich  he  could  collect  injurious  to  Ormond's  reputa^ 
lion."  BibLTomnd^na,  No,  697*  Mr.  Evans's  note.  The  copy 
thus  described  was  purdiased  by  the  Eari  of.  Leitrim  for  Sli.  10s. 
Another  copy  was  in  the  Lansdowne  Collection^  no.  6008.  What 
though  Mr.  Heber's  copy  be  bound  in  its  pristine  garb>  of  sheep 
ddn^  where  shall  we  find  a  moroeeo  volume>  of  thesamedimensions» 
to  cdme  up  to  it  in  price?  Note:  the  interior  of  tliis  same  cqpy  is 
white  throughout^  and  the  condition  even  crackling. 

The  woriL  of  Richard  Cox,  Esq.  is  entitled  W>emva.  JngUctma. 
or  the  Wttwry  of  Ireland,  8tc.  to  the  preient  ikM.  London,  16S9> 
Fi^*  This  book,  to  be  perfect,  contains  two  parts :  the  first  part, 
having  a  Map,  comprehends  456  pages,  besides  an  Index:  the 
second,  S06  pages  i  then  the  reign  of  Charies  II.,  with  a  separate 
pagination,  of  211  pages,  besides  four  pages  of  a  table.  Bfr.  Gren- 
irille  possesses  this  work  on  larob  paper,  which  is  of  very  rare 
Oeeurrence.  Capbll's  Letters^  wriiten  htf  A.  C.  the  Earl  of  Eaex 
mhen  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  1675,  were  published 
at  London  in  1770,  4to.  More  curious,  and  certainly  mudi  more 
nncoinmon,  than  either  of  the  preceding  works,  is  tliat  publislied  by 
Bo9Biics  O'Flahbrtt,  Esq.  called  '<  Ogygia,  seu  Renm  Htber" 
wkanm  Chronologia.  London,  1685, 4to.  The  whole  of  the  text, 
700  pages;  with  forty-four  pages  of  preliminary  matter.  In  praise 
of  this  w<»k,  consult  Harrii's  Ware,  voL  iii.  S71 .  But  Bp.  Nicdson 
ittsports  in  a  very  fiu;etious  vein  concerning  it.* 


'The  work  ispartlj  topographical  and  partlj  historical :  for  the  former,  ise 
the  Mth  Mia.  Ukrary,  p.  9:  for  the  latter,  consult  p.  23.  <<The  •nthor't 
pitfoo,  the  then  Dnke  of  York,  afterwards  king  James  11.,  is  eoconraged  to  es« 
fseta  complete  dudn  of  lus  Rojal  Anceiton,ina  right  line,  of  aa  handled  aid 
twis^-frar  geaerttkNiB,  finom  Adsmj  whersof,  eleven  were  before  the  Itoed^ 
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tions  of  Plowden,  Gordon,  and  fFak^id.    This  tea 
sort  of  prScis  of  the  chief  historians  of  Ireland  ;*  bat  to 

*Kbatino'8  General  Huiortf  of  Ireland,  hy  Dermod  O'Cotmnr, 
Dublin,  1723^  shonld  be  in  every  library;  but  it  is  by  no  means  a 
common  book.  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  it  on  ]aige  paper.  Wvif 
waa's  Hiitory  of  Ireland,  including  the  Hisiory  of  the  RebelUei^ 
London,  1763^^  4to.  %  vols,  may  be  obtained  for  about  two  <wthm| 
guineas^  according  to  the  condition.  But^  in  chronological  ordei^ 
I  ought  to  have  mentioned  rather  an  uncommon  book  called  ''  Ais 
Primaiiale  Armacanum  in  Omnes  Archiep.  Epis.,**  &c.  aseeriwn  pm 
H.  A.  M.  T,  H.  P.  Anno  Dom.  172S>  4to.  From  a  curious  and 
valuable  letter  by  the  present  Dr.  O'Conor^  to  Mr.  Grenville^ 
iaserted  in  Mr.  G.'s  copy  of  this  book— it  should  seem  that  thesa 
initials  indicated  ''  Hugo  Ardmachanus  Macmahon  Totius  Hibef* 
nie  Frimas."  The  first  piece  includes  222  pages^  beddes  an  Index  S 
the  second^  Prosecutlo  ^usdem  Argumenti,  125  pages:  then  eleven 
pages^  with  a  prefix  ''  In  nomine  Domini/*  and  three  leaves  of 
Memoranda  et  C!orrigenda. 

No  library^  especially  as  relating  to  Irish  literature  or  history;^ 
eaa  be  considered  as  complete  without  the  labours  of  Sia  Jamm 
Ware  :  who  is  justly  styled  by  Nicolson  **  the  C amdkn  of  HisUH 
riaas>  or  Annalists.*'  His  earlier  works  are  entitled  ''  Rerum  Hibenii» 
carum  Annaleg,  regnantibiu  Hen.  VIL  Hen.  VIIL  Eduardo  VL  H 
Maria.*'  Dublin,  1664,  folio:  AnUquitates  Hibemica,  &c.  Londinf^ 
166B,  Svo.  Edit,  secund.  eL  auct.  But  it  is  more  in  the  character 
of  old  Anthony  k-Wood^  that  Ware  will  go  down  to  posterit3N<» 
especially  in  the  publication  under  the  title  of  ''  The  whole  Worim 
ff  Sir  James  Ware,  concerning  Ireland,  Remed  and  ImprOBedf^ 
and  published  in  three  volumes,  or  parts,  (usually  bound  in  two) 
at  Dublin,  in  1739-1745,  under  the  editorial  care  of  IFaUer  Hanie. 
The  first  volume  is  devoted  to  EUiclesiastical  History,  and  contaiai 
660  pages,  besides  an  Index  and  seventeen  plates.  The  first  pari  of 
the  second  volume,  containing  286  pages,  relates  to  the  Antifailiis 
of  Ireland :  the  second  part  of  the  same  volume  has  twenty-one 
plates,  and  362  pages.    Mr.  Grenville  possesses  this  desirable  work 

'     '         '  i.i> 

^Uraty-tiz  between  that  epoch  tnd  thefa*  settlement  here;  -Sfty-mkefai  IreftMt 
jMd4liirtgMdi  in  fieotUnd.  But  afterwards,  be  seems  not  to  be  sore  of  naMt 
pat  (he  regal  stem,  wttiumthiterniptioD,  for  alKnre  2700  yetrti**    Mttd.    '      ^"*'^ 
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8tich  publications^  t  am  compelled^  bibliographically 
^lealdog,  to  add  the  mention  of  a  number  of  minor 

Ml  1AR«8  PAPBR,  of  which  there  may  probably  not  be  a  dozen  copies. 
It  is  c^lendidly  bound  in  red  morocco  by  C.  Lewis.  I  Remember  to 
iMtve  seen  another  large  paper  copy  in  the  library  at  Hafod.  The 
Inge  paper  contains  Parr/s  dedication  in  Latin^  and  also  Harris's 
dedication  to  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  which  Mr.  Grenville  has 
nol.  discovered  in  the  small  paper  copies  inspected  by  him.  A  good 
copy  of  the  small  pi^r  is  worth  lOZ.  lOt.  Musgrays'b  Hutory  of 
Hkt  Irish  R^fdUon,  1798,  4to.  j  was  reprinted  in  1809>  2  vols.  8vo. 
Ib  the  year  1762  appeared  a  work  of  Thomas  Db  Burgo,  Thomas 
Bnrke,  (titular  Bishop  of  Ossory)  entitled  "  Hibemia  Domifueana  ; 
Jtoe  Hittoria  Prtmncia  Hibemiee  Ordmis  Prtcdkatorum,  Colon. 
Jtgrip**  1762,  4to.  There  are  xvi.  pages,  of  introductory  matter. 
Then,  797  pages  of  text.  A  '^  Supplement,"  of  the  same  date  and 
place,  carrying  on  the  pagination  to  950  pages,  concludes.  This 
*^  Supplement*'  is  of  extreme  rarity.  The  most  important  information 
however,  respecting  Dr.  Burke*s  curious  and  desirable  book  is,  that 
the  work  is  almost  always  in  a  castrated  state,  wanting  one  chapter 
on  the  State  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland  under  JViUiam  III,  which  was 
most  carefully  suppressed. 

In  the  year  1 778  appeared  a  General  History  of  Ireland,  by  Mr. 
0*Halloran  ;  in  2  4to.  volumes :  preceded  by  an  Introduction  in 
1772,  4to. :  three  volumes  in  the  whole.  These  were  reprinted  at 
Dnblin  in  1803,  8vo.  in  three  volumes.  But  perhaps,  of  all  the 
writers  upon  Irish  afiiEurs,  philologically  or  historically  considered, 
few  have  written  so  much,  or  conjectured  so  hazardously,  as  the 
lateGsNEftAL  Vallancbt;  a  vnriter,  nevertheless,  of  considerable 
acumen,  and  originality  of  thinking.  His  Collectanea  de  Rebus  Hi- 
hemids,  in  several  parts,  are  to  be  had  in  six  volumes ;  of  which  the 
two  latter  are  very  rare;  and  I  find  a  copy  of  the  fourteen  parts  in 
four  volumes,  dated  1786,  marked  at  61  in  the  catalogue  of  Messrs^ 
Payne  and  Foss.*    Yet  the  account  of  the  publications  relating  to 


*  Vallancey  published  bis  VindicaHim  of  the  Ancitnt  Kingdom  of  JrtUtnd,  Ul 
17186,  8to.  :  which  has  s  Map  at  the  beginning,  and  ten  plates  at  the  end.  His 
Qrtmmmr  of  the  Irish  language  is  very  rare.  He  was  abore  forty  (aays  m j  vala- 
sUe  Correspondent  Mr.  Roche)  when  he  began  to  learn  the  Irish  language,  but  ha 
covld  never  speak  it,. 
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very  curious  and  interesting  tracts ;  of  which  the  oele^ 
brated  Bamabe  Rich*  was  the  first  and  principal 

Ireland,  in  the  xviiith  century,  cannot  be  said  to  be  complete  withoiil 
the  notice  o^a  few  more  works — or,  indeed  of  many— which  do  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  this  publication  to  record :  as  "  Hibemiea, 
cr,  some  antient  pieces  relating  to  Ireland,  &c.  Dublin,  1747,  folio. 
These  pieces  are  eleven  in  number,  to  render  the  first  part  of  the 
▼olume  complete-^comprising  150  pages.  The  second  part,  with 
131  pages,  is  sometimes  wanting.  Both  parts  were  reprinted  in 
1770,  8vo.  2  vols,  but  vnth  no  additions.  See  the  contents  enume* 
rated  in  Mr.  Harris's  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Royal  InsHtutiom^ 
p.  394.  Leland's  History  of  Ireland,  1773,  4to.  in  3  volumesr  is 
the  one  most  usually  read.  Plow]>bn*s,  in  the  same  number  of 
volumes,  appeared  in  1804, 4to.  Mr.  Gordon  wrote  both  a  history 
of  the  Irish  Rebellion  in  1798,  published  in  1801,  8vo.,  and  a  gene- 
ral history  of  Ireland  till  the  Union  of  1801.  Lond.  1806,  8vo.  % 
vols.  The  labours  of  Mr.  Wakefield,  which  are  rather  statistical, 
and  extremely  valuable,  were  published  in  1819,  4 to.  2  vols.  I  affix 
no  prices  to  these  books,  as  they  are  obtainable  in  almost  every  book* 
seller's  catalogue. 

*  The  earliest,  and  in  all  respects  the  most  curious,  of  the  pieces 
of  Babnabe  Rig  he,  relating  to  Ireland,  is  that  of  the  date  of  1578, 
called  ''  Allarme  to  Englandj  foreshewing  what  periUes  are  procured 
where  the  people  live  without  regarde  of  Martial  Uxwe"  &c.  in  a  small 
4to.  volume,  printed  by  Henrie  Middleton,  for  C.  B.  (perhaps  Chris- 
topher Barker.)  As  there  is  a  particular  account  of  this  volume  in  the 
British  Bibliographer,,  vol.  i.  p.  508,  &c.  given  by  Mr.  Haslewood,  I 
shall  here  only  content  myself  with  the  following  interesting  extracts, 
and  somewhat  sensible  remarks  therefrom.f   It  should  seem  that  the 


t  In  his  dedication  to  Sir  Clirirtoplier  Hatton,  Knight,  captain  of  her  Mtjetltfn 
fndn  hands,  Bamabe  Riche  obaerrcs,  **  I  have  here  rashly  and  aduenterooily  tak«li 
upon  me  to  become  a  writer,  wherein  a  great  nnmber  (I  knowe)  wiU  Ukewist  coar 
demne  me,  and  the  rather  conddering  my  simplicitie  and  trayning  rp,  which  hath 
not  bene  so  much  with  my  penne,  bat  more  with  my  pyke,  nor  in  the  acholea 
amongst  learned  clarkes^but  rather  in  the  fields  amongst  unlettered  companions, 
or,  as  some  will  terme  them,  amongst  a  company  of  rustike  sonldiers."  In  hk 
address  **  to  the  gentle  reader^  he  says—"  Such  is  the  delicacie  of  our  readers,  at 
this  time,  that  there  are  none  maybe  allowed  of  to  write,  but  such  as  haue  heea 
tnined  at  schoole  with  Pallas,  Ac^and  for  my  parte  (without  vaunt  be  it  tpok^a} 
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aatibor.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tiiryi  when  Ireland  exhibited  a  picture  of  the  moat 

gyveniment  of  Iidland^  and  the  System  of  the  Poor  Laws^  were  for 
emr  to  be  the  Cbuobs  to  baffle  the  wisdom^as  well  astqexercifle  the 
iljgeiiidtjr^  of  British  legidators. 

.  .{jOathe  revene  of  Diy.  there  is  this  sensible  remark  about  the 
ryUing  of  Ireland.   ''  In  like  manner  it  hath  been  often  seene^  that 
whenarascall(arebellIwouldtearmehim)hath  done  many  8poyk% 
Md  committed  many  outrages,  yet  in  the  end  hath  been  receiued 
ijgaa  composition,  and  many  times  haue  their  pardons  begged,  by 
some  that  be  about  the  Lorde  Deputie :  and  many  times  they  haue 
finenda  in  England  to  purchase  them  pardons,  and  to  send  them  ouer : 
and  this  is  the  uery  cause  that  giueth  them  boldnesse  to  doe  yll,  so 
that  there  is  no  assured  trust  to  be  founde  in  the  greatest  number  of 
them:  but  when  they  may  see  time  and  occasion  to  doe  a  shrewd 
tume,  then  they  get  them  a  copenie  of  breechless  beggers,  (foloweif 
diey  cal  them)  when  they  haue  plaid  their  parts  to  the  uttermost^ 
fhey  assure  themselves  that  a  hundred  of  stolen  cowes  will  buy  a  par* 
done:  where,  otherwise,  if  all  hope  were  cut  from  them,  and  that  no 
pardons  might  be  granted  vnto  them,  might  without  fiEuioure  leele 
the  force  of  the  lawe,  without  any  exceptions  from  the  best  to  the 
worst,  and  that  every  one,  lil^e  dutiful  subjects  should  put  to  their 
helping  hande,  to  the  suppressing  of  them,  there  is  no  question  but 
Irelande  would  soon  waxe  ciuil,  and  the  countrie  would  quickly 
growe  to  be  quiet/'    Sign.  Diij.  rev. 

On  Diu, 

'*  How  lamentable  is  the  case  of  those  that  be  honest,  and  suche  as 
would  gladly  indeuour  them  selves  to  line  orderly,  whiche  can  not  so 
much  as  enioy  a  poore  flocke  bed  to  lie  upon,  but  must  content  them- 
selues  with  homelier  beds  tlian  a  bundle  of  sweete  strawe :  and,  in- 
atead  of  other  cates,  do  only  liue  by  gross  herbs  and  roots :-— and 
then  to  see  what  labour,  what  toil,  and  what  pain  they  endure^  but 
to  get  some  small  portion  of  money,  wherewith  to  buy  a  loaf  of 


Iliave  been  a  tranayler ;  I  have  sayled  in  Graueteiule  bmrge  as  fanre  as  BUUmg9gmi§, 
I  hane  tranelled  from  Bmcfden  hery  to  Batingtiodcef  I  hane  gone  from  S»  Fmv- 
iartfdJsnt  church  to  K^nHth  towne  bylande,  where  Iwascombered  with  many  hedges, 
4itdiet,  and  other  slippery  bankes,  bnt  yet  I  conld  nener  come  to  thoee  learned 
JiWriMS  of  iM{cofi,nelther  was  I  eoer  able  to  scale  Pmrmunu  hyl,  akhovglil  isfe 
tmudled  over  Gmddakfi  m  Kettle,  and  that  saadrie  tymes  and  oAesk'^ 
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fir^lfatfiil  desolation — espedally  between  the  yean 
1640  and  1650 — a  swarm  of  fugitive  publications 

breads  of  the  which^  neither  he,  his  wife,  nor  his  children,  shall 
nener  eat  so  much  as  one  cmin,  but  must  serve  to  content  those  idle 
rogae»— where  the  poor  man  himself,  if  he  be  able  to  ke^  a  cow 
Ibr  his  better  relief,  letteth  her  blood  in  a  vein  in  her  neck,  the  whidi 
blood,  being  boiled  in  a  clod,  senreth  his  turn  instead  of  the  finest 
BMiidiet.**  Sign,  Dii^.  A  little  before,  Riche  obsenres— *'  Whoso* 
erer  will  think  to  prevail  in  Ireland,  it  must  be  by  using  justice  with 
extremity,  and  not  with  lenity.*'  Our  friend  Bamabe  perhaps  always 
fode  with  **  a  tight  curb.'* 

Riche*s  other  pieces  (though  these  are  by  no  means  the  whole)  re*- 
lating  to  Ireland,  must  be  summarily  despatched :  ''  A  short  Survef 
€f  Ireland.^"  London,  1069  for  1609,  4to.  pp.  56.  A  CathoUcke  Con* 
ference^  betweene  Syr  Toddy  Mac  MareaU  a  Popiih  jnieit  qf  Water* 
Jorde,  cOid  Patrkke  Phone,  a  young  Student  in  Trinity  CoUedge  hy 
Dublin  in  Irelande,"'  &c.  London,  1612,  4to.  The  subjoined  extract 
nay  be  worth  perusal  :*  it  must  be  confessed  that  Sir  Taddy  and 
young  Patrick  speak  plainly  with  each  other.  This  tract  was  not 
known  to  Mr.  Haslewood  when  he  made  his  list  of  niche's  pieces  ia 
the  preface  to  the  Paradise  of  Dainty  Devises.  The  Irish  Hubhub,  or 
the  EngUshHue  and  Crie.  London,  1619,  4to.  pp.  56 :  followed  by 
one  leaf  of  *'  Aphorismes,  with  other  witty  sentences,*'  the  S4th  oi 
June,  1618 :  but  I  confess  that  these  sentences  do  not  strike  me  as 
either  witty  or  wise.  Mr.  Grenville's  copy,  which  concludes  with  the 


*  Sir  Taddy  introdoces  the  prayer  for  salyation  of  souls,  thro' the  mtermediatfon 
of  St.  Tliomas  k  Becket,  the  Martyr :  — adding ''  for  here  we  make  intercenioa 
wito  Qirist  that  by  the  blond  which  Thomas  ihed,  we  may  come  where  Thomas  tsm 
7o  which  Patrick  the  Student  replies,  *'  And  that  is  to  the  infernal  pit  of  hell :  O 
doctrine  of  diveles,  that  doth  teach  the  silly  people  to  fly  from  the  blond  of  Chrift^ 
to  seek  their  salvation  in  the  blonde  of  a  Traytor !  —  a  seditious  wretch,  thai  wis 
only  canonyzed  by  the  Pope  for  his  trayterous  demeanure  and  disobedience  to  Us 
lawftdl  prynce"  A  little  further,  after  mentioning  the  mediation  of  the  VirgiHf 
the  Student  replies : "  I  doe  not  so  much  wonder  at  thai.  Sir  Tady,  when  now,  in  the 
hofctest  sunne  shine  of  the  GospeU,  wee  see  almost  every  day  whole  Lordtkipt  to  be 
•onld,  and  but  to  uphold  Ladythipt:^  fol.  20-21.  The  conference  has  this  aognr 
termination.  PtUr,  Syr  Tady,  when  I  meane  to  lume  traytor  to  the  King,  I  will 
-follow  your  counsayle— I  will  tume  Papist.**  7W.*' And  untO  thou  doet  show  Hy 
Mlfe  to  be  s  pix>fcsBedP»pisl  indeede,  thou  Shalt  ftnd  littie  frieads^ 

^kodfofirepelL'* 
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MMde  their -appearance  {■  which  were  only  calcmlated 
toptit'the  peaceful  in  a  state  of  excitatioD,  and  to 
enflame  the  restless  and  turbulent  with  desires  of  yet 
jg^ater  spoliation.  These  ephemeral  productions  were 
usually  accompanied  —  I  hardly  know  how  to  say 
decorated — with  coarse  copper  cuts^— descriptive  of 

compaiisDn  of  ''  a  wanton  wench*'  -to  a  trout,  strikes  me  as  being 
Imperfect.  A  new  Irish  PrognoBtication  or  Popish  CaUender.  Whenm 
if  dtscribed  the  disposition  of  the  Irish,  with  the  manner  of  their  heha^ 
viour,  &c.  (A  Yery  full  and  curious  title)  London,  16VS4,  pp.  1 16 : 
•>«tqu.  hj  Rich  ?  A  True  and  a  kinde  excuse  written  in  defence  of  ihat 
^Booke,  intituled  a  new  Description  of  Irelande,  By  Bamahy  Ryeh, 
^Qent.  Servant  to  the  Kxnge's  most  excellent  Maiestie,  Land,  1619, 
4to. :  twenty-five  numbered  leaves. 

«  *  As  to  the  Pamphlets,  Fugitive  Pieces,  &c.  relating  to  what  was 
caUed  the  Irish  Massacre — and  alluded  to  in  the  text— ^ihe  task 
Ivere  equally  wearisome  and  fruitless  to  enter  upon  any  thing  like  aa 
Jteumeration  or  list  of  them.  I  will  mention  only  three  with  which 
die  richly  furnished  shelves  of  Mr.  GrenviUe's  library  supply  me : 
Ireland^s  Ivbilee,  or  loyes  lo  Pcean ;  for  Prince  Charles  his  welcome 
home,  Sfc,  By  Stephen  lerome,  Domesticke  Chappleine  to  the  Right  lib* 
nourable  Earle  of  Corke.  Dublin,  16^4,  4to.  Sect.  IV.  Pkrt  I. ;  Sect. 
IV.  Part  II.  There  are  few  pious  readers,  and  hearty  wishers  to  iheir 
country's  welfare,  who  would  not  unite  their  prayers  to  the  following: 
''  Oh,  that  as  we  professe,  confesse  one  God,  the  father  of  all,  one 
(Christ  the  Redeemer  of  all,  one  spirit,  the  Sanctifier  of  all  the  Elect : 
^yea,  one  fa^th,  one  baptisme,  one  hope,  one  life,  one  way  to  this  life, 
■as- one  Sunne,  but  one  soule  in  man,  one  PhoBnix  in  the  world,  &c. 
sb  that  wee  would  as  one,  in  one  minde,  by  one  rule,  worship  this 
God  in  spirit,  in  truth,  in  unitie,  in  unifonnltie  of  judgement  and 
liffections  &c.  !*'  p.  81.  There  are  many  wild  and  involve4»  as  well 
BB  bold  and  striking,  passages :  as  thus,  at  p.  Ill :  ''  Oh  doe  I 
beleeve  mine  eyes  and  eares,  that  lions,  eagles,  panthers*  yea  dra- 
gons, elephantes^  aspes,  dogges^  wolves,  apes,  have  f>een  thankfbll 
to  their  Eupaters  and  Benefactors,  and  shall  man,  their  pettie  sove- 
.raigne,  be  claudicant  and  heterocliteT*  The  instances  of  suj^yoeed 
.  fidelity  in  brutes,  which  follow,  are  curious  and  comical  -enough. 
But,  the  ucond  of  the  above  alluded  to  works,  is  of  sbeh  pricei  that 
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the  cruelties  which  were  said  to  have  been  commAtpi 
ted  by  the.  Catholics  on  the  Protestants.    Some  of 

I  will  not  venture  upon  naming  one  third  of  the  sum  for  which  it 
must  be  obtained.  The  title  is  thus :  The  Teares  of  Ireland  :  where^ 
in  is  lively  presented,  as  in  a  map,  a  list  of  the  unheard  of  cruelties  mid 
perfidious  Treacheries  cf  bloud'thhrsty  lesuUs  and  the  Popish  Pactitk. 
London,  printed  by  A,  N,for  lohn  Rothwell,  1642.  l2mo.  The  an* 
thor  appears  to  be  John  Cbaufobd.  Three  introductory  piecei» 
without  numbers  to  title  pages,  precede  the  text,  which  has  eighty 
numbered  pages.  Thomas  Partington's  letter,  sworn  to  be  trvte^ 
before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  is  the  last  of  these 
introductory  pieces ',  and  a  perusal  of  it  is  enough  to  make  the  blood 
curdle.  The  paints,  the  great  attraction  of  the  volume,  illustrate 
most  of  the  cruelties  described  in  the  text.  These  prints  are  twelve 
in  number  J  having  letter  press  at  their  backs.  They  are  rather 
etchings  than  finished  plates,  and  one  plate  contains  two  subjects : 
such  subjects,  as  one  desires  never  again  to  see  as  the  representation 
of  FACTS !  They  have>  in  themselves,  very  trifling  merit  on  the 
•score  of  art.  They  are  executed  in  a  freer  and  looser  manner  than  if 
they  ^ere  done  by  Hollar :  and  with  infinitely  less  ability.  Mr. 
Grenville  properly  suspects  their  being  the  production  of  Hollar ; 
bat  as  '*  resembling  rather  those  engraved  in  the  small  historical 
tracts  by  Jenner.**  Mr.  G.  observes,  very  justly,  that ''  the  Tears  of 
Ireland,  by  Crauford  is,  perhaps,  the  rarest  of  all  the  historical  tracts 
of  this  time.'*  This  was  Mr.  Bindley's  copy.  The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire possesses  a  copy  (bound  in  blue  morocco)  at  Chatsworth.  A 
copy  was  in  Brand's  collection.  Mr.  Thorpe  possesses  a  copy  of  it, 
-wanting  the  last  leaf.     It  is  a  wretchedly  printed  performance. 

A  third  similar  tract,  but  of  infinitely  less  rarity  and  price,  is  thus 
entitled  — "  The  Barbarous  and  Inhumane  Proceedings  against  the 
Professors  of  the  Reformed  Religion  within  the  dominion  of  Saooy, 
April  7,  1656  :'*  also,  ^'  A  true  Relation  of  the  Bloody  Massacre^, 
Tortures,  Cruelties,  &c.  committed  upon  the  Protestants  in  Ireland,  &c. 
>  Oct.  513,  1641.**  Lond.  1655,  4to.  A  most  miserable  performance, 
in  all  respects.  The  copper  cuts  are  worked  on  the  pages  of  text ; 
some  half  dozen  like  those  in  the  Tears  of  Ireland.  The  others  are 
quite  barbarous  :  but  the  large  whole  length  of  the  Vienna  Lady, 
.  **  who  from  eleven  till  twelve  at  night  yelled  out  woe  unto  you,  woe 
unto  you,  often  repeating  those  words,  and  nothing  else"*— whUe 
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tinse  ^  cuts'*  are  literally  too  dreadful  to  look  npoO) 
except  that  the  extreme  coarseness  of  their  exeoution 
renders*  them  little  attractive  in  the  estimation  of  the 
curious  in  graphic  lore.  Women  and  children^  butch- 
ered or  burnt^  and  sometimes  both ;  parents  viewing 
the  deUberate  murder  of  their  offspring  by  fire  and 
mrord^  or  themselves  rendered  a  similar  spectacle  to 
tfadr  children :  villages  and  towns  on  fire ;  the  rivers 
choaked  with  drowned  carcases — the  cross,  the  gib- 
bety  and  the  rack— in  short,  every  species  of  refine^ 
ment  on  cruelty  seems,  if  such  representations  can  be 
trusted,  to  have  been  practised  in  these  recriminating 
and  rebellious  times.  But  a  love  of  truth  compels  me 
to  declare,  that  these  facts  are  handed  down  to  us  by 
ex  parte  evidence.  The  Protestants  are  the  sufferers, 
and  the  Protestants  are  the  authors  of  these  publi- 
cations.   It  is  possible  that  the  Catholics  might  have 

**  the  bells,  without  help  of  man,  rung  suddenly,  to  the  great  af- 
firightment  of  the  people**— at  p.  49 — is  something  of  an  exception 
to  the  general  barbarity  of  the  art.  In  the  whole,  fifty^four  pages, 
with  eight  farther  pages  of  Names  of  Members  returned  to  the  Far* 
liament  of  1656. 

The  last  which  I  shall  notice,  is  the  following :  ''  An  Accompt  qf 
the  Bloody  Massacre  in  Ireland,  8fc,  executed  by  the  Irish  Papists  upon 
the  English  Protestants  in  the  year  1642.  London,  licensed  23d  De- 
cember, 16T8,  andprintedfor  R,  G.  1678,"    4to.    Only  eight  pages.* 


*  Take  a  specimen  of  ih^Monatroniiet  detailed  in  these,  and  nmUarapuUiea- 
tbns.  **  Some  English  men's  heads  ihey  cut  off,  and  carried  them  to  Kilkenny, 
and  on  the  market  day  set  them  on  the  cross,  where  many,  e^>eciaUy  the  women, 
itiU»b'd  cut,  and  slash'd  them.  A  poor  Protestant  woman,  with  her  two  children, 
going  to  Kilkenny,  these  hloody  miscreants  baited  them  with  dogfs,  stabbed  them 
with  skeins,  and  pulled  out  the  guts  of  one  of  the  children,  whereby  they  died :  and 
not  far  off  they  took  divers  men,  women,  and  children,  and  hanged  them  up ; 
one  of  the  women  being  great  with  child,  they  ripped  up  her  belly  as  she  hanged, 
lo  that  the  child  fell  out  in  tlie  cawl  alire.  Some,  after  they  were  hanged,  di«y 
drew  up  and  down  till  their  bowels  were  torn  out."  Fsge  7.  But  eaongfa  of  nch 
▲UtocmBS— yea,  more  than  enough ! 
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had  to  complain  of  occasionally  similar  atrocities  iuh 
flicted  on  themselves ;  and  yet  the  voice  of  history 
seems  to  be  silent  thereupon — and  the  philosophical 
Hnme^  relying  mainly  on  the  unimpeached  authority 
erf*  Sir  John  Temple^*  indulges  in  a  strain  of  impas^ 
sSoned  eloquence  on  this  occasion,  which  appears  to 
have  been  dictated  by  the  mixed  feelings  of  sympathy 
and  horror.  There  are  few  portions  of  his  HistorjHh 
in  which  the  language  of  pathos  and  commiseration 
is  more  powerfully  displayed. 

But  great]  and  execrable  as  might  have  been  the 
qxirit  of  persecution  among  the  Irish  Catholics,  k 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  something  like  a  similar 
qiirit  manifested  itself  among  those  of  a  very  apposite 
religious  persuasion  ;  so  that  it  should  seem  as  if,  at 
that  hapless  period,  men  had  transformed  themselves 
into  blood-hounds '  of  prey.  The  Presbyterian  soU 
diery  of  Cromwell,  about  eight  years  after  what  is 
called  the  Irish  massacre,  slaughtered,  without  hesi- 
tation and  without  remorse,  the  Protestant  garrisons 
of  Tredah  and  Wexford  ;  leaving  only  one  man  alive, 
of  the  former  town,  ^^  to  be  a  messenger  of  this  uni- 
versal havoc  and  destruction.''^  A  truce,  however,  to 
these  heart-aching  reminiscences. 

I  must  not  close  this  account  of  publications  relat- 
ing to  the  History  of  Ireland,  without  the  mention 
of  a  living  author  who  has  long  and  justly  borne  the 
character  of  an  upright  and  intelligent  writer.  I  al- 
lude (as  the  reader  will  immediately  suppose)  to  the 

*  His  account  of  the  Irish  RebeUion  is  one  of  the  most  exact  and 
authentic  extant.  It  was  republished^  in  an  improved  state,  hj 
jSaron  Maseres,  in  a  thin  quarto  volume,  in  1812. 

t  VoL  vi.  p.  436.    Edit.  1812. 

X  Hums:  vol.  vii.  p.  170.   Edit.  1812. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Charles  O'Conor,  librarian  to  the  late  Mar* 
quis^  and  to  the  present  Duke  of  Buckingham^  at 
Stowe.  This  gentleman,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest — 
exclusively  of  various  publications  of  a  temporary 
nature,*  written  with  a  view  to  soften  the  asperities, 
and  reconcile  the  differences,  existing,  at  one  period^ 
pretty  strongly  between  the  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  parties — has  more  recently  put  forth  the  first 
volume  of  a  work,  which  is  intended  to  accomplish  for 
Ireland,  what  Bouquet  has  done  for  France.  The 
first  volume  of  his  "  Rerum  Hibemicarutn  Scriptores 
Veteres'^  appeared,  with  copious  prolegomena  and 
indexes,  in  the  year  1814.  It  is  accompanied  by 
plates  of  £ac-similes  —chiefly  of  early  Irish  MSS. — and 
is,  on  the  whole,  a  very  creditable  production  for  a 
provincial  press.^  Though  deeply  sunk  into  the  vale 
of  years,  and  aflBlicted  with  frequent  and  severe  infir- 
mities, the  ardour  of  this  venerable  critic  and  anti- 
quary is  as  keen  as  ever :  and  we  may  yet  hope  for  a 
second  volume  of  similar  matter,  as  ponderous  and  as 
valuable  in  all  respects. 

It  will  not  be  presumptuous  to  say,  that,  after  all, 
a  FULL  and  complete  History  of  Ireland,  is  '^  a  con- 
summation devoutly  to  be  wished  ;'*  but  he  who  shall 
'embark  in  this  laudable  undertaking,  must  give  very 

•  Among  these^  are  his  tracts^  or  octavo  volumes,  entitled  *^  Co* 
iumbanus  ad  Hibemos ;  and  an  instructive  volume^  entitled  '*  Narra- 
'<trc  of  the  most  interesting  Events  in  modem  Irish  History ;  from  ori- 
ginal MSS,  and  some  Tracts,  Lond.  1812>  8vo. 

t  At  Buckingham,  in  the  iqjmediate  vicinity  of  Stowe,  and  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss.  Of  a  volume  so  intrinsically 
valuable,  and  of  such  limited  notoriety  and  circulation,  it  is  fitting 
that  a  brief  outline  should  be  here  submitted  to  the  public.  After  a 
short  address  to  the  Reader,  and  a  dedication  to  the  present  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  (then  Marquis)  there  is  an  ''  Epistola  Nuncupatoria  de 
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many  of  his  days  and  nights  to  the  voiumes  of  an 

O'CONOR. 

Emtilms  HittoruB  GenuwuB  Hibemorumf  Earumque  Cknmologia,  deque 
jintiquissimis  Codicibus  Literis  Hihemids  ante  saculum  X,  exaratu** 
This  epistle  contains  cclvi.  pages,  followed  by  an  index  whidi  con- 
dades  at  p.  cclxxvi. ;  and  is  replete  with  much  curious,  recondite, 
and  interestipg  lore.  It  contains  five  plates  of  fac^similes  of  Irish. 
MSS.  beginning  with  one  of  the  Vllth  century.  The  •'  Epilogue'* 
to  the  Epistle  devoted  to  an  account  of  the  latter  moments  and  dying 
iiyuDctions  of  the  author's  late  noble  patron,  does  equal  honour  to  the 
head  and  heart  of  the  author  himself.  We  have,  next,  the  first  part 
of  the  prolegomena,  occupying  clxxxiv.  pages  3  replete  with  a  variety 
of  historical  and  philological  intelligence.  The  second  part  of  the 
Prolegomena  ensues :  "  in  qua  Domesticorum  Annalium  Chronolo^ 
gieee  Ratianes,  Codices,  Carmina,  et  Scriptorum  Tempera  ad  TruHnam 
reoocantur,**  This  extends  to  clxxxvi.  pages :  an  index  terminating 
at  p.  ccvii.  concluding  the  volume.  These  portions,  separately, 
make  the  volume  extend  to  about  650  pages.  From  which  the  rea* 
der  perceives  that  the  text  of  the  Ancibnt  Historians  is  yet  to 
commence. 
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Mair  or  Major  follows  ;  and  Hector  Bobcs^  very 
much  hia  saperior,  is  the  next  in  succession.  Below** 
I  have  given  a  brief  account  of  the  publications  of 

teresting.  On  consulting  the  note  at  p.  220,  the  reader  wiUobsenre 
thai  the  hest  edition  of  Fordun  is  that  edited  by  Goodall^  at  Edin- 
burgh, in  1759,  folio,  2  vols. ;  of  which  a  good  copy  may  be  obtain* 
ed  for  about  12.  lOs.  but  Mr.  Rodd  marks  it>  in  his  catalogue  of 
1823,  at  18f.  half-bound,  uncut. 

*  First,  of  Wyntown.  The  only  edition  worth  possessing — and 
that,  as  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  the  printing  as  for  the  accuracy 
of  the  text — ^bears  the  following  title  :«-D£  Orygynale  Cronykil  of 
Scotland,  be  Androw  of  Wyntown,  Priowr  of  Sanct  Ser/Uynchein  Loch 
Levyn,  Now  first  published  with  notes,  a  glossary,  Sfc,  By  David  Mac^ 
pherson.f  London,  1795,  royal  Svo.  2  vols.  This  edition  contains 
an  elaborate  glossary,  learned  notes,  and  an  index.  The  printer  was 
Bensley.  It  is  by  no  means  rare.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  mark  a 
copy  of  it,  in  russia,  at  SI.  lOs,  There  were  some  few  impressions 
struck  ofif  on  large  paper,  of  a  quarto  size;— similar  to  those  of  the 
reprint  of  the  Complaynt  of  Scotland,  by  the  late  John  Leyden.  Se* 
condly,  of  Major.  His  *^  Histories  Majoris  Britannia,  tarn  AngUa 
quam  Scotice,*'  was  first  printed  by  Badius  Ascensius,.  al  Paris,  in 
1521.  The  best  edition  is  that  published  by  Freebaim,  at£dinbuigh» 
in  1740,  4to.  Prefixed  to  this  edition,  and  probably  to  that  at  Paris 
also,  are  some  monkish  Latin  rhymes,  by  William  Baston,  an  Eng- 
lish Carmelite  monk,  upon  the  battle  of  Bannockbourn.{  Msgor*s 
book  is  of  ordinary  occurrence,  and  worth  about  lOs,  6d^ 

Thirdly,  and  somewhat  more  copiously  of  Hector  Bobcb,  or 
Boeihius.  "  Scotorum  Historue  Libr.  xix.  Hector^  Boethio  Auctore'* 
Paris,  Jacob  Du  Puy,  1575,  folio :  but  first  published  at  the  same 
place  in  1526,  by  Badius  Ascensius,  having  only  xvii.  books.    The 

t  From  a  MS.  in  the  British  museum.    "  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  (obtervet 
the  Editor)  to  giye  any  thing  which  might  deserve  to  be  called  the  Life  of  Wya-    ' 
town :  but  ,firom  want  of  materials,  I  can  do  little  more  than  draw  into  oae  potnl 
of  view,  what  may  be  gathered  from  his  own  work."  Pr^,  ix. 
X  The  metrical  colophon  of  the  poet  is  thus : 

Sum  Carmelita,  Baston  cognomine  dictus. 
Qpi  doleo  vita,  in  tali  strage  relictus. 
Si  quid  deliqui,  si  qusB  recitanda  reliqui 
HsBC  addant  hi  qui  non  sunt  aempnis  iaiquL 
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the  works  of  these  writers.  Gborgb  Buchanan  is 
justly  considered  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of 

second  impression^  contains  the  continuation  of  John  Ferrers^  a 
Piedmontese.  This  work  was  translated  into  the  Scottish  language 
by  John  BeUenden,  between  the  years  1530  and  1533,  and  printed 
by  Davidson,  royal  printer  to  James  V.^  somewhere  about  the  year 
1538-40,  under  the  title  of  the  History  and  Chroniklis  of  Scotland  § 
for  which  the  reader  may  consult  Herbert's  Typog.  Antiq,  vol.  iiii.  p. 
1474.  This  work,  or  translation^  is  printed  at  Edinburgh;  in  a 
coarse  gothic  type,  having  the  arms  of  Scotland  rudely  cut  as  a  fron- 
tispiecc,  and  a  composition  of  a  religious  descriptionf  at  the  end. 
Few  copies  are  exactly  alike,  even  in  the  phraseology.  They  are  of 
excessive  rarity  -,  and  Lord  Spencer  could  not  obtain  his  copy,  from 
jthe  Roxburghe  Collection  {Bibl,  Roxburgh,  n^.  8687,)  under  the  sum 
of  652.  That  in  the  library  of  Mr.  Towneley  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Laing,  of  Edinburgh^  for  85/.  Mr.  Heber  and  Mr.  G.  Chalmers^ 
each  possess  a  copy.  It  was  in  the  Harleian  Collection,  but  does  not 
appear  to  be  in  the  British  Museum.  Scotland  boasts,  and  with  equal 
propriety  and  justice)  of  possessing  two  copies  on  VELLUM-^which  are 
thus  described  in  the  advertisement  to  the  beautiful  reprint  of  this 
work>  published  at  Edinburgh  in  1823. — ''  Of  Bellenden*s  Boece, 
there  are  two  copies  in  Scotland,  printed  upon  vellum  :  one  is  pre* 
served  in  the  library  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  *'  and  a  more  splen- 
did specimen  of  early  typography,  and  of  antique  binding,  cannot 


*  Of  the ^«/ set  of  Statutes,  or  Black  Acts,  as  they  are  called — (and  I 
treat  the  reader's  attention  to  Bishop  Nicolson's  account  of  them,  p.  100.)  printMl 
by  Davidson,  for  King  James,  only  one  copy  is  known  ;  and  that  copy  is  upon 
VELLUM  : — ^preserved  in  the  Advocate's  Society,  at  Edinburgh.  My  friend,  Mr.  O. 
Chalmers,  possesses  (with  the  exception  of  this  first  set)  a  comely  coUection  of 
tiiese  black  acts — down  to  the  date  of  1593,  by  Waldegrave  :  viz.  from  1566-7  : 
1576-81  :  They  are  thin  small  folios— and  were  once  inspected  by  that  gallant 
Bibliopoliat  Mr.  Constable,  of  Edinburgh,  with  a  hundred  guinea  cheque  ready  to 
lay  down,  by  way  of  exchange  :-^but  **  Procul  o  procul  !"^excUdnied  tMr 
veteran  possessor. 

1 1  cannot  unite  in  the  very  warm  praise  bestowed  upon  this  cut  by  the  editor 
of  the  Edinburgh  reprint  of  the  book.  Many  part  and  present  ^'  Xyk>graphen  " 
(or  wood-cutters)  could  do  infinitely  better ;  although  1  admit  that  Mr.  lizan 
baa  made  an  admirable  copy  of  it,  on  a  reduced  scale.  There  is  great  spirit  in  Hie 
general  design  of  the  original ;  but  greater  delicacy  and  truih  are  frequently  ^Usf- 
pUyed  by  the  wood-cutters  of  Bask  and  Lyons,  about  the  same  period. 

T 
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lus  country^  both  as  a  poet  and  an  taiitorian ;  bat  a 
good  deal  before  the  appearance  of  his  i&MibOTf/^  there 
were  published  two  or  three  historical  pieces  of  a  con- 
femporaneous  character,  which  are  now  sought  after 
with  uncommon  avidity.  The  antiquarian  reader  will 
probably  anticipate,  the  Expedicions  into  Scotland^  by 
the  Earl  of  Hertford,  afterwards  Duke  of  Somerset, 
published  in   1544-48:   of  which  Patten  was    the 

well  be  imagined.  The  Tcllum  upon  which  it  is  printedj  is  stainless, 
And  the  breadth  of  the  nuugin  would  satisfy  the  most  fastidious  and 
princely  Collector.  Tlie  boards  bear  the  following  inscription :  Ja- 
cobus QuiNTUS  Rbx  Scotorum>  and  on  the  title-page,  the  iniUals 
I.  R.  appear  in  MS.  They  are,  in  all  probability,  in  the  hand- writing 
of  that  monarch,  to  whom  the  volume  appears  to  have  belonged.** — 
AdverHsement,  p.  vii.  The  other  copy,  miserably  '*  cobbled**  in  the 
binding,  is  in  the  library  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh ;  and  is,  in 
an  respects,  of  an  inferior  description.  But  the  vicinity  of  our  own 
metropolis  boasts  of  another  membraneous  copy.  At  Ham-House, 
sear  Richmond,  (the  residence  of  the  Countess  of  Dysart)  there  is  a 
third,  and  a  not  inglorious  copy,  of  Bellenden*s  Boece,  upon  vellum  ! 
And  in  what  Book- Company  does  this  gem  disport  itself? ! ! ! 

The  BEPBiNT  of  this  scarce  volume,  (comprehending  Bellenden*8 
translation  of  Titus  Livius)  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  productions 
of  the  Ballantyne  Pbess.  It  forms  three  quarto  volumes,  of  the 
size  of  the  PaUice  of  Pleasure,  and  Mirror  for  Magistrates,  Let  me 
trust  that  there  is  at  least  one  copy  of  it  upon  vellum. 

*  The  first  edition  of  George  Buchanan's  history  was  printed  by 
Arbuthnot  at  Edinburgh,  in  1582,  folio ;  and,  again,  fuller  and  more 
correctly,  at  Geneva,  in  the  following  year :  but  the  best  edition  is, 
doubtless,  that  published  at  Leyden,  in  1795,  4to.  2  vols,  under  the 
Mitorial  care  of  Ruddiman  and  Gronovius,  on  the  basis  of  the  pre- 
vious foGo  edition  of  1/15,  exclusively  edited  by  Ruddiman.  These 
two  latter  editions  of  Buchanan,  of  which  copies  on  lai^  paper  are 
nfiX  veiy  common,  contain  all  his  works.  Let  Nicolson,  however, 
pw  40,  by  no  means  be  overlooked }  as  he  balances  the  praises  and 
censures  of  critics,  respecting  Buchanan,  with  an  even  and  fMdim- 
laking  hand.    A  copy  of  the  folio  edition  may  be  worth  17.  If. 
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auttaqi*.*  How  shall  I  venture  upon  dn  outline, 
even^  of  the  numerous,  or  rather  innumerable  pam- 
phlets, tomes,  and  broadsides,  relating  to  the  fate  of 
the  unfortunate  Qubbn  Mary  P'f     The  invincible 

*  Mr.  Bdoe^  Anecdotet  of  Literature,  &c.  voL  n,  p.  345^  iiotioes 
only,  the  edition  of  the  date  of  1544  ;  but  there  was  a  second  edithm 
in  1548 — ^both  impressions  being  in  the  Roxba%he  Library :  the 

• 

former  selling  for  30  guineas,  and  the  latter  for  2U.  Bfr.  G.  Cha]^ 
mers  possesses  a  copy  of  the  latter.  Mr.  Beloe  tells  us  that,  at  the 
sale  of  West*s  library,  the  first  tract  was  bought  for  18«.  6d, :  an4 
at  that  of  a  portion  of  Mr.  Wodhull's  books,  in  1803,  for  ISL  l€;ff.-r 
the  identical  copy  purchased  by  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe.  Mc  Isaac 
Reed  had  a  copy,  obtained,  as  Mr.  Beloe  imagines,  for  the  very  dimi- 
nished sum  of  25.  6(2.  Copies  of  both  editions  are  in  the  library  ot 
Mr.  Heber.  See  Typog,  Antiq.  vol.  iii.  p.  458.  iv.  p.  8.  These  rare 
books  were  unknown  to  Nicolson.  The  work  was  reprinted  in  1798^ 
4to.  among  the  "  EragmenU  of  Scotith  History'*  But  note  forthpr ; 
in  1547  there  was  published  an  Exhortation  to  the  ScoHes,  preparatory 
to  the  Duke*6  expedition ;  and  in  1548  was  published  an  Epistle J¥om 
the  Lord  Protector  to  the  Scots.  These  two  latter  tracts  were  sold 
together  for  I7Z.  at  the  sale  of  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe's  libraiy. 
t  Of  the  well  known  black  letter  tract  of  Buchanan's  Detectioun  qf 
the  Duhfiges  of  Marie  Quene  of  Scottis,  there  were  at  least  two  edi* 
tioDS :  one  printed  in  1572,  the  other  without  date.  TheRoxbuighe 
copy  of  the  former  was  sold  for  SI.  12«.  6d.,  the  latter  for  SI.  lOt. 
In  Mr.  Rodd*s  last  cattdogue,  I  find  several  of  these  pieces  thus  des- 
cribed— "  1404,  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  Afle  Detectioun  of  the 
Duings  of  Marie  Quene  of  Scottes,  touchand  the  Murder  of  hir  Hus- 
band, by  G.  Buchanan,  bUick  letter,  no  date — ^The  Copie  of  a  Letter 
written  by  one  in  London  to  his  Friend'  concemying  the  credit  of  the 
late  published  Detection  of  the  Doynges  of  the  Ladie  Marie  of  Scot- 
land, no  date — The  effect  of  the  declaration  made  in  the  Guildhall^  by 
M.  Recorder  of  London,  concerning  the  late  attempts  of  the  Quenes 
Migesties  eviU,  seditious,  and  disobedient  Subjectes,  1571. — ^A  Letter 
concerning  the  marriage  of  the  D.  of  Norfolk  to  Quene  Mary,  by  R. 
G.  1571.— A  Discourse  touching  the  pretended  Match  betwene  the 
Duke  of  Norfolke  and  the  Queene  of  Scottes^  1571  i  fthese  two  uSt 
want  the  titles)  a  rare  and  curious  collection  m  blue  morocco,  6L  6f» 
ISmo.    Yet  must  the  reader  not  fail  to  bear  in  mind  ^*  The  Scottish 
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perseverance  and  gallant  spirit  of  such  men  as  Mr. 
George  Chalmers  and  Mr.  Richard  Heber^  have  not 
yet,  I  suspect,  enabled  those  gentlemen  to  admit  that 
their  Scottish  Collection,  in  this  department,  is  com* 
plete !  Lesley,  as  much  the  friend,  as  Buchanan  was 
the  enemy,  of  Queen  Mary,  put  forth  his  work  a  few 

Queen* s  Buriall,"  1587f  Lond.  12mo.  no  date:  (91.  9s.  at  the  Rqoe- 
Imigbe  sale)  and  the  very  rare  Latin  piece  relating  to  Mary,  of  which 
Obbbtus  Barnbstaple  was  the  author,  and  which  was  published  at 
Cologne  in  1627,  8vo.  Mr.  Thorpe  bravely  marks  a  copy  of  it> 
bound  in  morocco,  at  4/.  4s. 

I  have  above  mentioned  the  publication  of  printed  broadsides, 
&e.  It  is  here  in  my  power  to  make  mention  of  a  volume — beyond  aU 
praise  and  beyond  all  price — containing  official  instruments,  in  the 
black  letter,  relating  to  almost  all  public  topics  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Slizabeth.  This  volume  is  in  the  Bodleian  library,  and  has  been  of 
comparatively  recent  discovery.  My  friend  Dr.  Bliss,  one  of  the 
librarians,  in  displaying  its  charms,  expatiated  upon  it  with  the 
correct  taste  and  natural  enthusiasm  of  a  well- versed  English  Bibli- 
ographer ;  and  the  public  wiU  shortly  be  benefited  by  some  curious 
excerpts  from  it,  in  his  Reliquia  Hearniana.  Tom  Heame  himself 
would  have  gone  half  crazed  at  the  very  sight  of  it — and  especially 
at  the  extraordinary  portraits*  which  it  contmns.  But  my  more 
•immediate  business  is  with  Queen  Mary.'  Among  these  broadsides, 
is  a  Proclamation  against  her,  and  the  house  of  Guise,  for  supporting 
her  claim  to  the  crown  of  England.  "  And  consyderyng  the  sayde 
house  of  Guise,  for  theyr  owne  priuate  aduancement,  hauynge  no 
other  meane  to  practyse  the  same,  but  by  exaltyng  of  theyr  nece  the 
Quene  of  Scottes,  in  whose  respect  they  intermeddle  with  the  gouer- 


•  These  portraits  arc,  Elizabeth,  by  Delaram  ;  Lord  Damley  and  M.  Queen  of 
Scott,  by  Elstrack  :  Mary,  an  oval,  in  a  large  broadside,  on  tbe  top  and  bottom  of 
wUch  are  printed  epigrams,  "  In  effigiem  MarUc,  &c.  Londini,  typis  I.  Nortoiu 
7%*  SarU  of  NoUingham,  1588,  very  large  broadside ;  no  name,  but ''  To  be 
sonlde  at  ye  horse  shew  in  pater  noster  row :"  Robert^  Emrl  ofMttos;  on  horse 
bftck,  and  very  large  and  fine ;  Tkonuu  Howard,  Duke,  of  Norfolk,  between  the 
pillars,  a  print  of  extraordinary  rarity.  I  win  not  pretend  to  fix  a  price  for  such 
fraphic  gems.  Mr.  Woodbnm,  as  he  once  gazed  upon  them  with  a  throbUng 
hieart  and  a  well  replenished  purse,  *' sighed  and  looked,  righed  and  looked,  and 
■ighed.*.iNVAiN  t*' 
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years  before  the  appearance  of  the  History  of  Bucha* 
nan ;  namely,  in  1575^  and  1578^  at  Rome ;  and,  in 
&ct,  he  should  have  here  taken  precedence.  Bishop 
Nicolson  gives  us  encouragement  to  peruse  Lesley 
^th  more  than  ordinary  interest.*  On  entering  the 
seventeenth  century,  we  must  be^n  with  the  notice  of 
Mblvil,  followed  by  that  of  ^Spotiswood  ;  although 
proper  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  careful  re- 
searches of  Johnston^  and  ta  the  humbler  chronicle 

of  M0NIPENNIB.+ 

aaunce  of  Fraunce  at  this  present^  haue  thus  iniuriously  and  inso- 
lently set  forth>  and  in  tyme  of  peace  continued  in  publ^^e  places  the 
armes  and  dayme  of  these  kyngdomes  of  Englande  and  Irlande>  in 
the  name  of  their  nece  the  Quene^"— &c.  &c.  Now^  prefixed  to  this 
Proclamation,  in  the  Bodleian  volume,  is  a  drawings  of  the  arms  of 
Mary,  quartered  with  those  of  England  and  France,  which  purports 
to.be  one  of  the  copies  **  sent  tntt  of  ffraunce  in  July  1559/'  In  a 
metrical  inscription  at  the  bottom,  Mary  is  caUed 

''  Off  Scotland  queene,  and  of  Ingland  also. 
Off  Ireland  als*  God  haith  providit  so.** 

if  my  memory  do  not  deceive  me,  I  have  somewhere  (either  in  the . 
Bibliomania  or  Decameron)  noticed  this  very  book ;  as  being  in  the 
possession  of  some  one  to  whom  Lord  Oxford  offered  100  guineas 
for  it — but  ineffectually. 

*  A  good  copy  of  Lesley,  ^'  de  moribus,  &c.  Scolorum,^*  1578,  4to. 
is  jQAarked  at  11. 7«.  in  the  recent  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Lackington 
and  Co.  If  however  the  reader  happen  to  get  possession  of  the  same 
author's  work  on  the  Right  and  TUle  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  1584, 
8vo.  let  him  know  that  Mr.  Laing  not  only  calls  it  '*  very  barb,** 
but  affixes  to  it  the  price  of  52. 15«.  6d. 

f  In  order  of  time  we  should  notice  Monipennib  :  the  more  so, 
as  he  seems  to  have  escaped  Watt.  I  find  his  Chronicle  and  Descrip* 
Htm  of  Scotland.  Lond.  1612,  4to.  -,  Short  Description  of  the  Isles  of 
Scotland,  (''  very  rare**  and  a  MS.  Chronicle  of  him,  selling  at  the 
Boxbuighe  sale  (n^.  8697)  for  3/.  6s,  A  copy  of  the  first  work, 
(called  ''  scarce**)  is  marked  at  II.  Is.  in  Mr.  Rodd'slast  catalogue-, 
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It  was  not^  however^  till  the  eighteenth  ceatary^  that 
the  History  of  Scotland  reoeived  its  dne  and  fall  share 
of  investigation.  The  names  oi  Mackenzie^  Wodrowy 
Anderson^  Lindescnf,  Maitland,  Robertson,  Guthrie, 
SabympU^Skud  Pinkertan,  are  fetmillar  to  the  cpUec- 
?tor8  of  ScottiBh  history ;  and  have  been  more  or  kss 
perused  by  the  assiduous  student  in  the  some  depart- 
ment.   I  have  endeavoured,  below,*  to  give  the  best 

mod  a  copy  of  ''  Certame  Matters  eoncerrut^g  the  reaJbne  of  Scotland, 
eompoied  together  as  they  were,  A.  D.  1597>  Loud.  1603>  with  a 
morocco  back>  is  valued  at  S2.  2s.  in  the  last  catalogue  of  Messrs. 
Aich*  It  is  the  first  edition  of  the  work.  Let  Datid  Hvmb*8 
**  General  History,  contmumg  to  the  Death  of  Jasnes  VL  Lond. 
1657^  iblio,  (first  published  at  Edinb.  hi  1617)  have  also  a  place  in 
•a  library  tolerably  complete  with  Scotch  history.  Bishop  Nicolson 
calls  it  ''  the  best  in  this  class*'— but  falUng  for  short  of  the  spirit 
of  that  author's  other  works.  The  Memoirs  (f  Sir  Jambs  Mblvil> 
of  Hall  Hill,  Lond.  I6839  is  important  in  very  many  respects  to 
possess.  Burnet  calls  the  author  a  generous  and  virtuous  man. 
A  good  copy  may  be  had  for  I2s.  SpotiswoodCs  Church  J^tory, 
Lon^.  1655 ;  again  1677 — ^must,  on  no  account,  be  omitted  in  the 
historical  department  of  Scotland ;  and  let  Middlbton*s  appendix 
to  it,  incorporated  in  the  latter  edition,  always  be  fbund  in  your 
copy  of  the  work.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  mark  a  copy  of  it,  bound 
isith  Bumefs  Memoirs  of  the  Dukes  ofHamUton,f  1677$  folio,  in  one 
volume,  at  2L  Ss, 

Let  me  here  briefly  mention  Dbummond's  (of  Hawthomden)  His- 
tory of  Scotland,  Lond.  1655,  with  plates  of  James  I.,  II.,  Ill,  IV., 
v.,  by  Gki3rwood.  A  good  copy  may  be  worth  If.  Bs.  It  is  re- 
printed in  the  collection  of  Drummond's  Works,  published  in  1711^ 
folio. 

*  I  will  first  dispatch,  and  as  courteously  as  possible,  the  koo 


t  By  Gilbert  BometyBifhop  of  Salisbmyt  hayiqg  «  portrait  of  JtmesDake  of 
Hihiilton  as  a  frontispuice ;  and  another  of  Charles  I.,  by  Faithorae,  opposite 
p.  1&3  !  one  of  the  conunonest,  but  nevertheless  one  of  the  most  spirited,  of  tliat 
engraver's  productions.  This  book  contains  Letters,  Instructioni,  and  other  papers 
written  by  the  nnfortnnate  royal  author.  Copies  on  lajige  paper  vsaally  pre- 
seal  us  with  fine  impjressioas  of  these  portraits. 
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editions  of  tbe  labours  of  these  respective  writers  i 
here^  that  there  are  several  minor  authore. 


BiACKENziES  5  each  christened  George.  The  finti  who  published  the 
Lwet  and  Characters  of  the  most  eminent  Writers  of  the  Scots  Nations 
1706-89j  three  vols.  foVio,  was  a  IHiysician.  His  work*  fimnd  oonH 
jildley  is  not  of  rery  ordinary  occurrence :  the  third  Tohime  bdng 
usaally  missing.  Messrs.  Arch  mark  a  perfect  copy  in  ihsee  vols., 
at  41.  4s.}  and  Mr.  Laing  maiks  a  similar  one  ''new  bound  in 
mssia,  extra'*  at  7l»  79.  After  aU^  they  are  unseemly  tomes ;  and  the 
third  is  compelled  to  walk  on  stiUs  to  keep  pace  with  its  oompaf* 
nions.  The  other  Mackenzie  (Sir  George)  was  an  eminent  lawyer^ 
and  historian.  He  is  called,  in  the  title-page  of  his  works, ''  emi- 
nent and  learned,*'  and  his  works  were  published  in  two  folio  vo- 
lumes, in  1716.t  There  has  been  recently  put  forth,  firom  the  MS* 
of  this  author,  his  ''  Memoirs  of  the  Affairs  of  Scotlandfrom  the  Ren 
toratUm  of  King  Charles  W  &c.  Edinb.  4to. ;  edited  with  great 
eaie»  and  printed  with  considerable  elegance.  The  MS.  was  brought 
to  the  shop  of  a  grocer  in  Edinburgh,  and  purchased  by  him  for  the 
humblest  purposes  of  his  trade  ^  but  owing  to  many  entire  leaves 
having  been  cut  out,  there  is  a  lamentable  hiatus  in  the  history,  from 
the  year  1663  to  1669.  See  Ptef.  Edmh.  Monthly  Mag.  N^.  III., 
June  1817 ;  and  Edwb.  Mag,  April,  1820.  A  masterly  and  highly 
interesting  criticism  on  this  valuable  work  appeared  in  the  EUMi 
Review,  N°.  LXXI. 

Briefly  noticing  *'the  Martial  Atchievements  of  the  Scots  Nation/'- 
by  Patkick  Abkbcbomby,  M.  D.  Edinb.'^  171 1«  folio,  2  vols,  (now 
an  uncommon  work)  I  proceed,  not  only  to  the  notice,  but  to  ikb 
strong  recommendation,  of  Woorow's  History  of  the  Silverings  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland.  Edinb.  1721,  folio,  2  vols.  Considering  thttt, 
even  without  the  warm  eulogy  pronounced  on  this  work,  by  Mi*.  Fooc,- 
in  his  historical  labours,  these  volumes  have  long  richly  deserved 
republication^  one  is  surprised  that  so  valuable  a  work,  in  so  repiA* 


t  In  this  edition  of  Mackensie's  works,  are  onutted  his  earliest  pnblieatloB 
entitled  <'  ArttUut,  or  the  Seriout  /Zomiuic*,''  1661, 12mo.  and  a  political  tract  **#ii 
ike  ditcovery  of  ike  Fanatick  Plot,**  1684,  folio.  Among  the  miscellABCOUS  coar, 
tents  of  these  volames,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  any  number  of  original  articles  at 
an  approaching  to  that  of  the  manuscripts  stated  to  have  been  in  the  possesion  of 
the  publisher.  Prefkce,  (p.  it.)  to  Sir  G.  Mw^ktn^Ht  Memain  of  the  Affuin  ef 
SMlAmif,  1821, 4  to. 
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which^  from  th&r  omission^  must  not  be  supposed  as 
excluded  from  the  Intimate  list  of  Scottish  luBtorians. 
Descending  to  our  own  times^  we  are  at  once  in- 

•ive  a  garb  (for  it  is  most  wretchedly  printed)  has  been  suffered  to 
lemain  without  improvement.  A  new  edition  of  Wodrow  (now 
becoming  excesavely  rare)  may  be  no  unprofitable,  as  well  as  a 
highly  creditable,  speculation  to  a  Scotch  bookseller :  the  more  so> 
as  Wodrow  (according  to  Dr.  Watt)  ''  left  numerous  mss.  behind 
him,  which  are  preserved  in  some  of  the  public  libraries  of  Scotland, 
and  testify  his  pre-eminence  and  research.'*  He  was  Minister  of  the 
Gospel  at  Eastwood.  Anderson's  CoUectums  relating  to  the  Hktorff 
of  Mary  Queen  of  Scotland,  were  published  in  four  quarto  volnmeSt 
in  1737 :  with  an  explanatory  index  of  obsolete  words.  A  friend  of 
mine  once  bought  a  copy  out  of  sheets  and  bound  the  work  "in* 
BLACK  morocco,  with  blood  coloured  insides.*'  Such  was  his  order 
to  the  binder ;  and  poor  Geoi^  Faulkener  was  that  binder.  Mr. 
Laing  marks  a  copy,  in  calf  gilt  binding,  at  1/.  145.  Lindbsat*s 
(of  Pitscottie)  History  of  Scotland,  Edmb.  1728,  folio,  may  be  worth 
12.  Is.  in  good  condition.  Maitland's  History  and  ^tiquUiei  of 
Scotland,  1757,  folio,  are  worth  2/.  2s.  in  a  sotmd  condition;  bat 
the  same  author's  History  of  Edinburgh,  with  map  and  plates,  1753, 
fitdio,  is  worth  full  as  much  money:  owing  to  its  comparative 
scarcity. 

The  name  of  Robertson  as  an  historian,  whether  of  Scotland, 
America,  or  Charles  V,,  need  only  be  mentioned  to  insure  it  due  at- 
tention and  respect.]  His  History  of  Scotland  is  doubtless,  by  far,  the 
most  popular  history  extant ;  and  first  appeared  in  4  to.  in  1759)  in 
S  vols.  The  reimpressions  have  been,  I  had  almost  said,  innumer- 
able ',  but  it  may  be  as  well  to  notice  and  recommend  the  seventeenth 
edition,  with  corrections  and  additions,  and  to  which  is  prefixed  an 
account  of  the  life  and  writings  of  the  authoi^  by  Dugald  Stewart;  in 
1806,  8vo.  8  vols.  Guthrie's  General  History  of  Scotland  came 
out  in  niihibers,  and  appeared  complete  in  1767,  ten  volumes.  8vo. 
It  vras  reprinted  in  I771 ;  but  is  now  rarely  consulted.  Dalrtm- 
plb's  Annals  of  Scotland,  from  the  accession  of  Malcolm  III.  to  that 
of  the  House  of  Stewart,  was  published  in  1776,  in  two  quarto 
volumes  5  again,  in  the  same  form,  in  1779 ;  and  latterly  in  1797> 
8vo.  three  vols.  The  historical,  philological,  and  antiquarian  la- 
bours of  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  Bart,  afterwards  Lord  HailbSj  are. 
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stracted  and  gratified  by  the  saccessfol  laboure  of 
Lamg,  M^Crie,  and  Cook;  and  descending  yet  more 
closely  upon  recent  publications^  we  cannot  £euI  to 
offer  the  meed  of  praise  to  the  truly  gigantic  labours 
of  Mr.  George  Chalmers  ;  who,  in  his  Caledonia^ 
(now  pursuing  its  steady  course  through  the  press), 
seems,  disposed  to  leave  no  department  untouched, 
and  no  event,  historical,  as  well  as  local,  unrelated 
or  unnoticed.  This  gentleman  is  the  Atlas  of  Scotch 
antiquaries  and  historians ;  bearing  on  his  own 
shoulders  whatever  seems  to  have  been  collected, 
and  with  psun  separatefy  endured,  by  his  predeces* 
sors  ;*  whom,  neither  difficulties  tire  nor  dangers 

r  m 

•uch  as  entitle  their  author  to  the  foremost  rank  among  his  highly 
distinguished  contemporaries.  Pinksbton*s  Enquiry  into  the  Htstory 
qf  Scotland,  Lond.  1789>  Svo.  2  vols :  was  reprinted  at  Edinburgh, 
with  improvements^  in  1814 :  but  it  is  an  inferior  work  to  his  jE/u« 
tory  of  Scotland,  from  the  occasion  of  the  Stuarts  to  Mary,  1797>  4to. 
2  vols.  His  Iconographia  Scotica^  1797>  8vo.  and  Scottish  Gallery  of 
Portraits,  1799,  4to.  must  of  course,  in  chronological  order,  be 
added  to  the  preceding.  I  have  not  affixed  prices  to  these  works, 
because  they  are  generally  of  ordinary  occurrence  in  the  shops  of  our 
principal  bookseUers. 

*  To  begin  with  Mr.  Laing.  The  best  edition  of  his  History  of 
Scotland  is  that  of  1819,  Svo.  four  vols,  with  a  preliminary  Disserta- 
tion respecting  Mary's  participation  in  the  murder  of  Damley.  It 
is  a  work  particularly  rich  in  illustrative  notes.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
M'Ckib*8  Life  of  John  Knox,  Edinb.  1813,  Svo.  8  vols }  and  his  Ltfe 
ofjindrew  Melville,*  with  ecclesiastical  and  literary  illustrations  re- 
lating to  Scotland,  1819,  Svo.  2  vols,  must  undoubtedly  find  places 
in  every  weU  chosen  collection  of  Scottish  literature. 

Dr.  Cook's  History  of  the  Reformation'tn  Scotland,  published  at 


*  "  Dr.  M'Crie,  the  well-known  author  of  the  LhetqfKnos  and  of  MehiUe^ 
whole  cnriosity  in  whiterer  concerns  the  history  of  thii  country  is  for  ever  active 
and  indefatigable,  and  whose  distingniahed  intelligence  and  sagacity  are  united  to 
the  most  Uberal  and  commnnicatiTe  spirit"  Pref.  p.  vi.  to  the  newly  printed, 
**  Memoirs  of  dis  Aflisln  of  Scotkiad  hy  Sir  G.  Mackenzie,  Knight," 
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daunt:  and  who^  in  a  green  and  vigorous  old  age,  is 
yet  laying  the  foundation  of  works  for  the  enlarge^ 
ment  of  a  legitimate  fiune,  and  the  edification  of  a 
grateful  posterity.  His  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  is  the 
last  and  a  very  recent  production  of  his  pen,  con« 
nected  with  the  history  of  his  country. 

Bdinbui^h  in  181  \,  Svo.  in  three  toIs.  is  a  work  which  cannot  fail  to 
be  gratifying  to  all  lovers  of  that  branch  of  historical  enquiry ;  espe- 
cially as  it  is  allowed  to  be  executed  with  equal  talent  and  imparti- 
ality. In  the  last  place>  I  have  to  notice  the  Caledonia  of  Mr.  Gbokok 
Chalmbbs,  of  which  three  stupendous  quarto  volumes  have  already 
appeared ;  and  of  which  a  fifth  wiU  complete  this  gigantic  under* 
faking.  The  late  Dr.  Whittaker^  himself  an  accomplished  antiquary, 
reviewed  it  in  the  ivth  volume^  (p.  342>)  of  the  Quarterly  Review.  The 
''  VIBIDI8  Sbnbctus**  of  the  Author  leads  us  to  hope  that  he  wQl  give 
«s  yet  some  farther ''  by  play,'*  in  addition  to  his  Life  of  Queen  Mary 
^-a  work^  upon  which  Mrs.  Benger  has  drawn  more  largely  than  its 
learned  author  was  disposed  to  expect^  or  is  prepared  toapprore. 


[28S] 
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Havings  in  the  more  immediately  prececBng  pages, 
furnished  both  "  the  Young''  and  *^  the  Old"  with 
tolerably  full  particulars  respecting  the  various  Col^ 
lections  of  History^  and  Histories  themselves,,  con- 
nected with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  Scotland — ^it 
remains,  as  a  sort  of  necessary  supplemental  matter, 
to  furnish  the  studious,  in  this  department  of  book- 
collecting,  with  a  few  Helps  to  British  History,  by 
means  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  Records,  and  State 
Papers,  &c.  Of  Wales,  no  particular  mention  need 
be  necessary ;  except  to  observe  that  the  histories  of 
that  country  by  Lloyd  and  Enderbie  are  the  almost 
only  exclusive  works  connected  with  it.  It  must 
however  be  conceded,  that  much  of  historical  infor- 
mation is  conveyed  in  the  pages  of  Pennant  and  Dr. 
Meyrick.* 

*  Lloyd's  Historie  of  Cambria  was  published  in  the  black  letter^ 
in  a  4to.  volume,  1584,  with  wood-cuts,  spiritedly  designed :  and  I 
find,  what  is  called  a  lasoe  paper  copy  of  it,  marked  at  52.  5#.  in 
Mr.  Thorpe's  catalogue,  no.  12294.  The  best  edition  is  that  of  1774, 
8yo.  worUi  about  14«.  Endbbbis's  Cambria  Triumphans§  being 
the  ancient  and  modem  British  History,  1661,  fb^pj  was^in  fbnncr 
times,  of  exceedingly  high  price;  but  Mr.  Baxter's  beaatiftil  re- 
print of  it  in  1810,  folio — of  which  there  are  copies  on  labo9 
PAPBB, — (of  truly  gigantic  dimensions)  has  materially  contributed  to 
lower  the  price.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  mark  a  copy  C  very  neat**) 
of  the  first  edition  at  Si.  5«. :  and  of  the  reprint  on  laige  paper,  in 
boards,  at  42.  145.  edL  Messrs.  Arch  diminish  the  price  of  the  latter 
to  41.  4i, :  and  'mark  an  "  Index  to  complete  the  former  edition^*'  at 
II.  Is.    To  these,  add  Warrington's  ''  Hitiory  oJWalu;'  1786,  4to» 
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Reverting  therefore  to  these  general  historical 
Helps,  let  us  begin  with  Acts  of  Parliament  and  Vear 
Books,  publications  of  these  appearing  in  the  infancy 
of  the  Art  of  Printing.  But  I  will  not  insist  upon  the 
securing  of  specimens  of  this  kind  from  the  presses  of 
Caxton,  Machlinia,  IVynkyn  de  Worde,  and  Pynson  :♦ 

and  Mr.  Robert's ''  Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  1810,  4to.  about 
It.  15«.  each.  Dr.  Mbrbick's  History  and  Antiquities  of  Cardigan^ 
shire,  published  in  1810^  4  to.  is  replete  with  much  interesting  intelli- 
gence.  Of  Pbnnant*s  Tour  in  Wales,  177S,  4to.  two  vols,  it  were 
idle  to  speak  in  commendation. 

*  Brief  and  imperfect  notices  of  the  Statutes  printed  by  CaxUm 
appear  in  the  recent  edition  of  the  Typographical  Antiquities^  vol.  i. 
p.  354  ;  but,  since  the  publication  of  that  work»  a  perfect  set  of  the 
Statutes,  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  up  to  the  death  of  Cax- 
ton  (1490-1)  was  obtained  by  Lord  Spencer,  and  will  be  found  par- 
ticularly described  in  the  Bibl.  Spenceriana,  vol.  iv.  p.  344^  &c* 
Biachlinia  printed  the  Statutes  in  the  first  year  of  Richard  III.,  of 
which  a  copy  is  in  the  library  of  the  Inner  Temple.  I  know  of  no 
other.  What  are  called  the  Nova  Statuta,  printed  by  the  same 
pHnter,  in  one  thick  folio  volume,  has  been  described  in  the  Typog, 
Antiq,  vol.  ii.  p.  11,  with  a  fSac-siniile  of  one  page  of  the  types.  The 
fine  copy  of  it,  described  in  the  Bibl.  Spencer,  vol.  iv.  p.  384,  was 
purchased  by  me,  of  Mr.  Clarke  the  law  bookseller,  some  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago,  for  JL  7s.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  purchased 
his  Lordship's  duplicate,  in  1814,  for  9,71*  6s.  Messrs.  Payne  and 
Foss  mark  a  copy  at  13/.  13s. 

^  Wynktn  db  Wordb  published  a  small  folio  volume,  of  twenty- 
seven  Acts  passed  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Henry  VII.,  of  which  'a 
description  appears  in  the  Bibl.  Spencer,  vol.  iv.  p.  415  :  but  he  also 
publbhed  other  Acts — as  late  as  the  nineteenth  year  of  Henrys 
reign :  for  an  account  of  which,  consult  the  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  ii. 
p^  391-2.  Ptnson  was  a  more  voluminous  printer  of  these  early 
Statutes,  as  his  situation  of ''  King*s  Printer**  would  lead  us  ta  ex* 
pectj  and  in  his  time  began  the  publication  of  Ybar  Books— or 
Reports  of  law  proceedings  in  the  several  terras  throughout  the  year. 
Consult  the  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  ii.p.  570-4,  Lord  Spencer  possessed 
some  specimens  of  his  Statutes  and  Year  Books  (see  BibL  Spencer, 
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it  being  sufficient  to  avail  ourselves^  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  characters  of  antiquaries,  with  the  Collection 

m 

▼ol.  iv.  p.  431-9)  which  I  should  not  pronounce  to  be  of  excessive 
nuity.  My  friend  Mr.  Douce  possesses  a  noble  copy  of  the  former : 
but  I  strongly  recommend  an  inspection  of  the  list  of  Statutes ^  of 
this  period^  to  be  found  in  the  BibUoth.  Harleiana,  toLU.  p.  648>  and 
in  the  law  catalogues  of  Messrs.  WorralL  Clarke,  and  Butterwoith. 
Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  mark  RastelFs  CoUection  of  Statutes,  a  fine 
copycat  1/.  lis.  6d.  Printed  for  the  Societie  of  Staiioners,  1615, 
fblio. 

But,  to  the  professed  Collector  of  Statutable  lore,  it  will  of 
course  be  material  to  enrich  his  library  with  the  publications  recently 
put  forth,  under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  beginning  with  the  year 
1810  j  and  of  which  nine  volumes  have  already  appeared.  These 
are  cumbrous  tomes  for  a  limited  collection  -,  and  wiU  be  exceedingly 
costly  into  the  bargain,  if  they  are  accompanied  by  the  Rotuli,*  and 
Placita,  and  Calendaria,  contemporaneously  published  by  the  same 
authority.  The  '^  Rotuli  Parliamentorum**  being  the  Rolls  of  Ptolia- 
ment  from  Edward  I.  to  Henry  VII.,  in  six  folio  volumes,  are  doubt- 
less very  important  '^  Helps  *'  to  the  history  of  our  country.  See 
Clarke's  Cat.  p.  158.  The  Parliamentary  Debates  and  State  Trials 
will  necessarily  be  found  in  every  senatorial  library.  The  Taxatio 
Ecclesiastica,  1802,  folio,  and  the  Falor  Ecclesiasticus,  1810- 17«  3 
vols.,  folio,  may  also  be  thought  necessary  to  a  well  furnished  histo- 
rical library ;  and  although  these  be  dear  volumes,  separately  to 
purchase,  yet  they  often  come  in  "  at  the  fag  end"  of  a  sale  by  auc- 
tion, so  as  to  be  procured  in  boards  at  a  very  moderate  sum.  But 
then,  the  binding — this  is  indeed  "  the  kvb  !'* 

But  whether  the  whole,t  ^^  ^^Y  ^^  these  ponderous  folios  find 
admittance  into  the  libraries  of  ''  the  Young"  or  "  the  Old,**  let  me 
entreat  all  denominations  of  sensible  Collectors  to  purchase  the  most 


*  Of  exceedingly  great  intriiiBic  worth  are  the  RoiuUScotMf,pvLhhtktd'vuadtt 
the  care  of  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  at  Edinburgh,  in  two  folio  volomes,  1814-1819  : 
and  the  ^cfs  of  Parliament  of  Scotland,  edited  by  the  same  gentleman,  in  seven 
folio  Tolomes — ^wanting  the  first.  May  this  great  undertaking  soon  reach  its  com- 
pletion. Scotland  may  be  justly  proud  of  the  Editor,  under  whose  eye  it  morel 
Idsarely,  but  cautiously  and  correctly  along.    See  p.  264,  as  to  the  Black  Acts. 

t  A  full  and  particular  account  of  all  these  Parliamentary  Publications  will  be 
found  in  Mr.  Harris's  excellent  Catalogue  of  the  Royal  InttituHon,  p.  401-3. 
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t/i  the  Statutes  published  by  WiUiam  Rastell^  towarcb 
the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  a  collec- 
tion^ which  well  read  judges  of  this  lore  have  pro- 
nounced to  be  essentially  necessary  to  the  library  of 
an  Antiquary  as  well  as  Lawyer.  I  will  descend  at 
once  to  comparatively  modem  times;  and  recommend 
the  edition  of  the  Statutes  by  Rtiffhead,  continued  by 
RunningtanJ'^ 

I  now  come  to  Records  :  and  where  is  the  experi- 
enced bibliographer  who,  standing  at  my  elbow,  would 
not  immediately  exclaim — *^  beg^n  with  Prynnk  T'-f* 

important  work  which  has  yet  been  published^  with  reference  to  Bri- 
lUtk  historji  antiquities^  laws^  and  customs.  I  mean  the  recent  edi- 
tion of  Domesday  Boox^  1783— -1816>  in  4  folio  volumesj^  with 
lodexeSj  and  a  general  introduction^  by  Henry  Ellis,  Esq.  keeper  <^ 
the  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum.  The  praises  bestowed  upon  the 
•value  of  the  pbecious  original  MS.,  from  Spelman  down  to  Black- 
itone,  are  sufficient  to  make  every  enlightened  Collector  anxious  to 
possess  it.  I  find  a  copy  of  it,  in  3  vols,  with  russia  backs,  marked  at 
91.  98.  in  the  last  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Arch,  no.  848,  where  a  toler- 
ably copious  list  of  parliamentary  publications,  with  their  prices^  will 
be  found :  but  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss,  as  the  regular  publkihers, 
necessarily  possess  a  more  extensive  collection.  A  good  and  full  list 
of  them  also  appears  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Royal  Institution.  The 
history  of  these  public  records  is  given  in  the  first  and  third  yolumes 
of  Savage's  Librarian.  The  good  taste  of  Miss  Currer  has  led 
her  to  enrich  her  fine  library  with  most  of  these  Helpt  to  British 
History, 

•  Ruffhead*s  edition  was  published  in  1763,  in  nine  volumes }  to 
which  Mr.  Serjeant  Runnington  added  a  sequence  of  volumes,  in 
1800,  forming  eighteen  vols.  4to.  in  the  whole.  This  original  edi- 
tion, brought  down  to  the  present  times,  with  the  continuations  of 
Messrs.  Tomlins  and  Raithby,  forming  twenty-six  vols,  in  the  whole, 
is  now  worth  60L  An  entire  edition  was  published  by  Mr.  Running- 
ton  1786,  &c.  in  fourteen  volumes,  down  to  the  Union  :  valued  at 
Sij.  by  the  booksellers. 

t  PfiYNNB  shall  have  his  due ;  as  far  as  relates  to  his  Records, 
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Hk  monitory  voice  shall  be  obeyed :  but  is  he  awart 
of  the  niceties^  and  (tiffieulties^  and  even  contradic* 

Let  the  reader  first  consult  Oldyt^i  BrHith  Librarian,  p.  11.^1 :  for 
an  accoont  of  the  pLites^  ahridgemeots  of  prehcea,  and  summarieB 
of  diapters.  Both  Oldys  and  Mr.  Harris.  (Catofogwe  of  Royal  Iiui^ 
imikm  Library,  p.  390.)  quote  the  quaint  language  of  Bishop  Nicol- 
i0D*8  EngUsh  Hiitorical  Library,  p«  165>  respecting  the  third  ^ohiine 
of  Prjmne  :  not  necessary  to  be  here  repeated.  The  first  volume  of 
Prjnne  was  printed  Ih  1666,  the  last  in  1670.  The  greater  part  of 
ihe  first  Tolume  perished  in  the  fire  of  London }  as  an  adrertisement 
id  the  reader^  added  to  those  copies  which  escaped,  testifies.  This 
adTertisement,  as  below,*  is  copied  from  Oldys.  It  has  been  sup^ 
posed  that  not  more  than  twenty  perfect  copies  of  this  work  are  knowa 
to  exist.  Such  was  Tom  Rawlinson*s  observation  to  West:  but, 
like  many  similar  remarks,  appertaining  to  bibliography,  it  requires 
something  of  more  substantial  proof  to  confirm  it.f  Almost  afl 
cmr  great  private  collections  contain  this  work.  Perhaps  the  most 
perfect  and  desirable  copy  in  existence,  is  that  in  the  library  at  Wor^ 
Ungham,  in  Suffolk,  now  the  residence  of  Lord  Gosford.  whidi 
libnuy  (mentioned  more  than  once  in  these  pages— see  p.  28)  was 


*  **  At  the  end  of  this  volume  is  an  advertisement  to  the  reader,  intimating,  that 
the  late  fire  (of  London)  having  in  three  days  space,  tamed  88  parishes  and  their 
ehvrehes,  with  the  cathedral  church  of  tUs  glorious  dty,  to  ashes ;  and  among 
other  losses  and  mischiefs  to  the  several  Companies  of  the  city,  most  of  all  endam* 
afad  the  Company  of  Printers  and  Stationers,  most  of  whose  habitations,  store- 
houses, shops,  stocks,  and  books  were  not  only  consumed,  but  their  asides  and 
scorched  leaves  conveyed  aloft  and  dispersed  by  the  wind,  to  places  above  16 
mOes  distant,  to  the  admiration  of  beholders  ;  and  that  among  millions  of  other 
books,  thus  suddenly  destroyed,  while  our  author  was  busy  in  securing  the  pubUe 
records  of  the  kingdom,  his  printer's  house,  with  most  of  the  printed  copies  of  tiik 
tome,  when  finished  at  the  press  (all  except  the  tables  to  it),  as  likewise  the  se- 
cond tome,  formerly  published,  and  of  the  first  book,  and  third  tome,  (wherein 
he  had  made  some  progress)  were  there  burnt  together  with  it ;  not  above  70  of 
them  bdng  rescued  from  the  fire,  to  the  author's  damage  near  2000/. :  wherefore 
he  did  not  print  his  intended  tables  for  so  few  copies  of  this  tome,  till  God  should 
mM9  him  to  reprint  it,  especially  since  the  pages  of  the  reprinted  volume,  (liy 
BsaioD  of  some  additions)  will  vary  from  these  already  printed,  so  make  the  tables 
Wisnitable  thereto." 

t  By  the  way,  if  70  copies  ofiht/irtt  volume  (by  much  the  scarcest  of  the 
three)  were  preserved,  there  is  surely  every  reason  to  conclude  that  there  are  at 
lent  SO  jMi/err  copies  of  Prynne^  Rceords  yet  in  existence  ? 
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tioQfii  which  attend  the  enquiry  into  a  legitimate  copy  of 
Prynne*s  Records  ?  Is  he  aware  that  there  are,  even  yet, 

lliBt  collected  by  Sir  Franda  Bernard^  during  the  time  of  Cromwell. 
The  copy  in  question  was  given  to  the  Earl  of  Anglesey^  according 
to  the  foDowing  autograph  of  the  Donee. — ^^Angle»ey,  Aug,  I,  1665. 
-Swen  me  by  my  worthy  friend  the  author.**  This  first  volume  is  bound 
in  blue  morocco>  with  gilt  leaves^  having  the  royal  arms  on  the  out- 
ttde  of  the  cover. 

The  second  volume  has  the  Earl's  inscriptionj  as  to  its  being  given 
to  him  by  the  author  in  November^  1666.  It  is  bound  in  calf^  with 
the  leaves  speckled^  and  has  the  royal  anhs  on  the  outside.  The  third 
volume  iiears  thb  inscription,  in  the  EarFs  hand-writing:  *'  Angle* 
My,  July  28,  1670.  18.  Mr.  Prynne*s  oume  corrected  booke.*'  The 
coRRBCTioNS  appear  to  be  few  and  unimportant ;  according  to  the 
three  places,  or  passages,  to  which  I  have  referred  by  the  insertion  of 
dips  of  paper.  At  pages  773,  775  the  original  or  uncut  margins 
are  preserved  j  from  which  the  full  width  appears  to  be  ten  inches, 
and  (as  at  p.  775)  the  full  length  about  fourteen  five-eighths ;  but  the 
second  volume  measures  only  fourteen  one-eighth,  by  nine  one« 
eighth.  This  third  volume,  which  is  dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Angle- 
sey, Sir  Harbottle  Grimston,  &c.  is  in  calf  binding,  without  the  royal 
arms.  Tom  Osborne  marked  a  copy,  (which  he  chose  to  call  large 
paper)  in  his  sheet  catalogue  of  1759,  at  21/. :  and  the  second  and 
third  volumes,  alone,  at  6L  6«.  A  more  recent  catalogue  (that  of  Mr. 
Triphook,  of  1822)  marks  the  second  and  third  volumes  at  122. 12«. 
with  an  offer  of  202.  for  the  procuring  of  the  first.  Thus  the  collec- 
tor will  immediately  perceive  that  the  first  volume  of  Prynn^s 
Records  is  the  great  rarity  to  possess.  At  public  auctions,  the  prices 
for  perfect  copies  have  a  good  deal  varied :  that  of  the  late  Right 
Hon.  Denis  Daly,  in  1792,  having  ''  the  frontispiece  complete,  gilt, 
broad  border  of  gold,**  was  sold  for  80^  15s.  See  the  Bibliomania,  p. 
554.  It  is  now  in  the  library  of  the  King*s  Inns,  Dublin.  At  the  sale 
of  the  Merly  Library,  in  1813,  it  reached  its  highest,  and  a  most  ex-* 
travagant  price :  namely,  152/.  The  copy  was  handsomely  bound  in 
nissia,  and  I  purchased  it  for  the  late  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  Bart  who 
was  80  anxious  to  possess  it,  that  he  authorised  me  to  go  as  for  as 
SOO  guineas,  but  that  copy,  at  the  sale  of  Sir  Mark's  own  library,  pro- 
duced but  45^  There  is  a  noble  copy  of  it  at  Althorp,  in  the  Bod- 
leian Library,  in  the  library  of  Lincoln*s  Inn,  and  in  that  of  the 


State  Pap.]    HELPS  TO  BRITISH  HISTORY,       289 

many  who  are  sharpening  their  swords  of  controversy, 
and  contending  for  certain  and  certain  desiderata,  to 
identify,  what  they  are  pleased  to  call,  a  complete  copy 
of  these  very  desirable,  but  most  exceedingly  scarce, 
volumes?  No  matter:  let  it  be  roundly  asserted, 
and  as  roundly  received,  that  there  exists  but  one 
paper  of  Prynne,  and  that  the  scarcity  of  the  copies  is 
not  so  tremendously  great  as  overheated  Prynnites 
have  imagined.  I  have  said  every  thing  in  the  pre- 
ceding note  to  stimulate  the  curious  to  the  search, 
and  to  comfort  those  in  the  possession,  of  this  extraor- 
dinary production. 

Of  the  works  which,  about  the  period  of  the  Civil 
Wars,  detail  important  events,  it  is  right  to  mention 
that  by  Thomas  May  ;  whose  History  of  the  Long 
Parliament^  1647,  folio,  is  pronounced,  by  Lord 
Chatham  ^^  to  be  a  much  honester  and  more  instruc- 
tive book  of  the  same  period  of  history,  than  Lord 

Royal  Institution.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  possesses  a  fine  copy  of 
these  Records,  ma^ificently  bound  by  C.  Lewis^  in  blue  morocco. 
Mr.  GrenTille*s  beautiful  copy  (recently  bound  in  red  morocco^  by 
the  same  skilful  artist)  came  from  the  Duke  of  Grafton*s  library, 
where  it  was  purchased  for  76/.  1S«.  Mr.  Dent  is  also  the  fortuno^e 
possessor  of  a  copy  3  and  another  is  in  the  Archiepiscopal  Library  at 
Lambeth.  At  a  recent  sale  of  Sir  Eardley  Wilmot*s  books,  at  Mr. 
£Tans*s>  a  copy  attained  the  sum  of  100  guineas.  The  reader  may 
consult  the  BibUogr,  Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p.  400,  and  Mr.  Clarke's 
Rqf)ertoriuin  Bibliographkum,  p.  254,  respecting  the  only  copy  that 
k  known  to  exist  (at  Stowe)  of  a  portion  of  the  ivth  volume  of  these 
Records.  I  imagine  that  many  of  the  great  private  libraries — espe- 
cially old  family  ones  —  contain  a  perfect  set :  and  yet#  that  of 
Blickling,  in  Norfolk,  (so  rich  in  Prynniana)  has  only  the  two  latter 
volumes*  More  surprising  still,  the  British  Museum  has  it  only  in 
this  imperfect  state  :  see  the  Catalogue  of  that  library,  vol.  v.  sign. 
3E. 


U 
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Clarendon's.^    This  work  was  reprinted  in  4to.  a 
few  years  since,  by  the  late  Baron  Maseres. 

Contempomneously  with  Prynne  and  May,  toiled 
several  very  wonderful  antiquaries  and  collectors  in 
the  cause  of  British  History.  The  names  of  Rush* 
worthy  Rymer^  Spelman,  DiggeSy  D'EweSy  and  Nalsony 
adorned  the  latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  century; 
and  their  publications,  as  briefly  stated  below,"*^  evince 
the  extent  of  their  diligence,  and  the  value  of  their 
collections. 

*  Letters  to  his  nephew ;  p.  59.  1809.  But  this  opiaton  is  much 
qualified,  if  not  a  good  deal  neutralized^  by  the  criticism  of  the  noble 
editor  (Lord  GrenviUe)  of  this  instructive  little  volume.  That  au- 
thority remarks^  that  May's  book  "  cannot  by  any  means  be  consi- 
dered as  an  impartial  work.  It  is,  however,  well  worthy  of  bdng 
attentively  read  ;  and  the  contemptuous  character  given  of  it  by  Lord 
Clarendon,  {Life,  vol.  i.  p.  36)  is  as  much  below  its  real  merit,  as 
Clarendon's  own  history  is  superior  to  it.**  When  the  observations 
at  p.  218,  were  written,  respecting  the  great  work  of  Clarendon,  the 
masterly  estimate  of  that  author's  character,  by  the  noble  editor  (see 
p.  xix.  &c.)  of  these  Letters,  had  escaped  my  recollection.  A  good 
copy  of  May's  book  is  worth  about  12.  6s. 

*  '^RusHWORTH  and  Rymeb,  to  whose  collections  our  history 
stands  so  deeply  indebted,  must  have  strongly  felt  this  literary  ardour, 
for  they  passed  their  lives  in  forming  them :  till  Rymer,  in  the  utmost 
distress,  was  obliged  to  sell  his  books  and  his  50  volumes  of  MSS. 
which  he  could  not  get  printed  ;  and  Rushworth  died  in  the  King*8 
Bench,  of  a  broken  heart ',  many  of  his  papers  remain  unpublished. 
His  ruling  passion  was  amassing  state  papers,  and  he  voluntarily 
neglected  great  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  large  fortune,  to  this  en- 
tire devotion  of  his  life."  D"  Israelis  Calamities  of  Authors  $  vol.  L 
p.  262.  First,  of  Rushworth.  The  earliest  editions  of  hb  Historicdl 
Collections,  from  1618  to  1648,  including  Lord  Strafford's  trial,  ap^ 
peared  in  1659-82  :  in  8  folio  volumes.  They  were  re-printed  in  1692^ 
1701  :  and  again,  for  the  third  and  last  time,  in  1721,  in  the  same 
number  of  volumes.  This  last  is  considered  to  be  the  best  edition  $ 
and  a  good  copy  of  it  may  be  worth  Si,  Ss,  At  Althorp,  and  in  many 
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At  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth  century,  we  are 
strack  with  those  labours— deviating  from  their  re- 
other  private  collections^  it  is  on  larob  paper.  Messrs.  Lacking- 
ton  and  Co.  mark  a  copy  of  this  kind  at  3lZ.  10s.  I  know  not, 
wherefore — but  so  it  was — that  when  at  College^  I  used  to  devote 
many  a  day,  and  frequently  the  greater  part  of  a  night,  to  the  read- 
ing of  RusHWORTH.  The  account  of  the  travels  of  Prince  Charles 
and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  Spain,  and  of  the  intrigues  of 
Gondomar,  in  promoting  and  thwarting,  by  turns,  the  intended 
match  of  the  former  with  the  Infanta-*  is  not  a  little  amusing  :  while 
the  speeches  of  King  James,  to  his  parliament,  paint  the  speaker  to 
the  very  life.  One  day  or  other  the  pages  of  Rushworth  may  be 
made  instrumental  to  the  semi.fictions  of  the  author  of  Waverley  5  as 
they  are,  so  constantly  and  so  abundantly,  to  the  facts  of  Hume. 

Of  Rymer,  "who  was  a  sort  of  philologist*  as  well  as  antiquary, 
it  vrill  be  only  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  first  edition  of  his 
Fctdera  was  published  at  London,  in  1704-35,  in  SO  folio  volumes ; 
a  second  and  a  much  better,  edition  appeared  in  1737i  in  the  same 
number  of  volumes :  a  third,  and  by  much  the  best,  as  having  a 
complete  and  useful  index  to  the  work  was  published  at  the  Hague, 
in  a  smaller  type,  in  1745,  in  10  folio  volumes ;  and  I  observe  a 
«'neat"  copy  of  it  marked  at  122.  12«.  in  the  last  catalogue  of 
BCr.  Thofpe.  A  fourth,  and  doubtless  the  best  edition  (with  addi- 
tions and  corrections)  is  now  in  progress,  under  the  editorial  care  of 


*  Among  the  miscellaneoiis  pursaits  of  Rymer,  dramatic  criticism  seems  to  have 
iMkd  peculiar  charms  for  him.  He  wrote  upon  the  Tragedies  of  the  last  jlge,  1678, 
1692, 8vo.  and  a  Short  View  «f  Tragedy^  1693,  8to.  In  the  latter  performance, 
he  rentored  to ''  deal  damnation"  upon  Shakspeare— and,  in  particular,  criticised 
his  Othello.  The  judicious  editor  of  the  Retrospective  Review ^  1820,  8yo.  com- 
menees  his  work  with  a  lirely  notice  of  these  performances  of  Rymer.  The  very 
first  extract  will  afford  a  most  amusing  specimen  of  what  may  be  found  in  this  re- 
view. **  Hie  chief  weight  of  Rymer's  critical  yengeance  (says  the  editor)  is  wreak^ 
on  Othello,  After  a  slight  sketch  of  the  plot,  he  proceeds  at  once  to  speak  of  the 
mtoral,  which  he  seems  to  regard  as  of  the  first  importance  in  tragedy.  Rymer's 
words  are  these :  '*  Whatever  rubs  or  difficulties  may  stick  on  the  bark,  the  moral 
use  of  this  fable  is  instructive.  I^rst,  this  may  be  a  caution  to  all  maidens  of  ;q[ua- 
lity,  how,  without  their  parents'  consent,  they  run  away  with  blackamoors.  Se- 
condly, this  may  be  a  warning  to  all  good-natured  wives,  that  they  look  well  to 
thdr  linen.  Thirdly,  this  may  be  a  lesson  to  husbaada  that  before  their  jealousy 
be  tragical,  the  proofs  may  be  mathematical ! !" 
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spective  professional  pursuits — which  have^  in  some 
sort^  consecrated  the  names  of  Burnet  and  Somers ; 
the  former^  Bishop  of  Salisbury;  the  latter^  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  England.  It  would  be  foreign  to 
my  purpose  to  enumerate  even  a  fifth  part  of  the  mul- 
tifarious labours  of  Burnet ;  but  his  History  of  his  own 
Times''^  must,  next  to  that  of  the  Reformation,  (al- 

Dr.  Adam  Clarke  and  Mr.  Holbrookb  ;  of  which  four  parts  are 
already  publbhed^  The  printing  of  this  costly  and  elaborate  work  is 
greatly  to  thr  credit  of  tlie  press  of  Messrs.  Strahan  and  Spottiswood^ 
the  now  reigning  royal  printers.  With  Rymer^  is  usually  procured 
the  ^*  Acta  Regia  i'  being Rapin*s  extracts  firom  that  work,  for  the 
History  of  England— in  one  folio  volume,  1732,  edited  by  Stephen 
Whatley.  A  good  copy  may  be  worth  %U  2f •  There  is  also  an  edi- 
tion of  it  in  4  vols.  8vo. 

The  best  edition  of  Spblman's  Concilia,  &Cj  is  that  by  WHLkku,  in 
1737>  in  four  vol.  folio,  and  worth  about  42.  4«.  The  p^rk  itself  is 
beyond  all  praise.  Sir  Dudlbt  Digges's  Compleat  Ambaisador,  1655, 
folio,  may  be  obtained  for  about  ISs, ;  and  with  this  work,  the  "  Oor- 
hala  ^e  Scrinia  Sacra"  being  letters  of  illustrious  Persons,  &c.  from 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  to  Charles,  1663,  folio— may  b^  procured  at 
about  I2s,  Sir  Simonds  D*Ewes'  Journal  of  all  the  Parliaments  during 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  &c.  1708,  folio— -best  editioo>  with 
frontispiece — ^is  worth  about  U.  8«.  It  is  a  truly  excellent  performance. 
A  report  was  not  long  ago  current,  that  some  original  MS.  matter 
had  been  discovered,  as  likely  to  form  a  valuable  acquisition  to  it. 
Nal8on*8  Impartial  Collection  of  the  Great  Affairs  of  State,  from 
1639,  to  the  death  of  Charles  L  was  published  in'2  folio  volumes,  in 
168^  ',  of  which  a  good  copy  is  worth  about  a  guinea  and  a  half. 

Burnet's  History  of  his  ovm  Times  was  first  published  in  17S4- 
SS,  in  2  folio  volumes,  after  the  death  of  the  author.  Of  this  edition 
there  are  copies  on  large  paper,  somewhat  common,  and  sufficiently 
cheap.  To  enumerate  the  succeeding  editions,  till  the  recent  one 
edited  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Routh,  and  published  at  Oxford,  in  6  volumes, 
8vo.  were  a  fruitless  and  indeed  unnecessary  task ',  since  -this  last 
edition  b  so  improved,  in  additions  and  corrections,  by  the  notes  of 
Lord  Dartmouth,  Lord  Hardwicke,  Speaker  Onslow,*  &c.  (to  say 

*  It  is  true,  there  are  notes  by  Dean  Swift  :  but  in  general,  they  are  so  traifay 
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ready  noticed)  be  considered  as  his  most  important 
legacy  to  posterity :  and  whatever  be  its  defects,  it 
cannot  fail  to  be  always  esteemed  as  a  popular  and 
instructive  performance.  The  Collection  of  Tracts^ 
relating  to  the  Constitution  of  this  country  of  which 
Lord  Somers  was  the  avowed  Editor  or  Collector.* 

nothing  of  those  of  the  learned  Editor)  that  it  must  necessarily  super- 
sede every  preceding  impression.  I  must  however  inform  the 
curious  that,  of  Mr.  Evans's  reprint  of  the  original  text,  in  1809, 
tiiere  were  fifty  copies  struck  off  on  larob  paper,  of  an  imperial 
octavo  size ;  which  are  now  become  so  scarce,  that  I  know  not  when 
a  copy  of  this  kind  has  occurred  for  purchase  at  a  public  sale.  It  is 
Ibund  splendidly  bound  in  russia,  in  the  Althorp  library,  and  ano- 
ther similar  copy  graces  the  shelves  of  that  of  the  Right  Hon.  T. 
GrenviUe.  But  the  large  paper  of  the  Oxford  edition  of  1823  will. 
In  a  few  years,  be  as  scarce  :  since,  of  the  fifty  copies  printed,  one 
half  of  that  number  were  disposed  of  as  presents :  and,  at  this 
moment,  the  very  few  purchasable  copies  in  town  cannot  be  pro- 
cured under  )22.  \%$,  The  book,  is  in  all  respects^  most  creditably 
and  even  handsomely  published. 

*  I  refer  the  diligent  reader  to  Mr.  Chalmers's  account  of  this  Col- 
lection, in  his  Biographical  Dictionary,  vol.  xxviii.  p.  214 :  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  Pamphlets,  reprinted  in  this  Collection,  were 
selected  by  Lord*  Somers,  and  published  by  Cogan  in  1748,  in 
sixteen  4to.  volumes :  about  thirty-two  years  after  the  death  of  his 
Lordship.  They  used  to  be  the  '^  great  guns*'  of  all  the  old  exton- 
dve  private  libraries ;  and  I  have  seen  them  in  every  possible  form 
or  character  of  binding.  Till  (he  reprint,  in  1809-16,  in  13  4to. 
volumes,  under  the  editorship  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  they  have  been 
known  to  bring  upwards  of  sixty  guineas.    Now,  they  have  sunk 


and  abofliTe,  that  I  do  fondly  h(%e  they  will  never  be  reprinted.  They  betray 
the  splenetic  effunons  of  a  thorooghly  prejudiced,  and  in  part,  depraved  mind. 
Lnckily,  they  are  very  short.  Those  of  Lord  Dartmouth  are,  occasionally,  suffi* 
ciently  caustic;  but  they  are  corions  and  instructive ;  while  the  observations  of 
Lord  Hardwicke  and  Speaker  Onslow  evince  the  temper  of  a  gentleman^  and  . .  • 
almost  the  feelings  of  a  friend.  Why  do  we  not  ofiener  see  the  capital  initial  R., 
at  the  feet  of  the  notes?  Dr.  Routhis  not  less  ''vERSATissiMUs"in  thejiistory 
iif  Burnet's  times,  than  in  that  of  the  Apostolicai  Fathers. 
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is^  in  truth,  a  splendid  and  lasting  monument  of  the 
judgment  and  patriotism  of  that  great  man*  Volu- 
minous as  is  this  Collection,  it  was,  till  its  recent  re- 
publication, among  the  scarcest  and  highest  priced 
works  of  a  well  chosen  library. 

Not  altogether  foreign  from  the  immediate  object 
of  our  pursuit,  nor  wholly  dissimilar  to  the  important 
work  just  mentioned,  is  a  publication,  long  and  well 
known  under  the  title  of  the  Harleian  Misceit- 
LANY,*  in  eight  quarto  volumes.  This  work  too,  like 
its  predecessor,  was,  till  the  reprint  of  it,  of  excessive 
rarity  and  price  ;  and  as  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
may  be  deemed  literary ^  I  hardly  know  any  one  col- 
lection, or  set  of  volumes,  likely  to  be  productive  of 
more  varied  entertainment— especially  if  the  reader 
have  a  philological  turn.  From  my  own  experience, 
I  can  assert  that  the  pleasing  and  instructive  variely 
contained  in  it,  has  cheered  the  languor  of  sickness, 
and  enlivened  the  gloom  of  solitude.  But  let  there 
not  be  a  moment's  hesitation  in  securing  the  enlarged 
reprint,  under  the  editori^  care  of  Mr.  Park.*    The 

comparatifely  very  low  in  price :  and  the  reprint  hns,  on  this  score, 
much  the  adrantage  in  having  the  pieces  arranged  chronologically 
and  according  to  their  subject  matter.  The  addUwnal  pieces  are  de- 
noted by  an  asterisk.  In  no  CoUection,  of  the  least  historical  pre- 
tence, let  these  Tracts  of  Lord  Somers  be  found  wanting.  A  neatly 
bound  copy  is  worth  2U.    There  were  six  copies  only  printed  on 
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*  An  historical  account  of  this  Miscellany  wiU  be  found  in  the  re- 
print presently  to  be  mentioned.  But  it  should  be  remembered;  that 
a  coUection  of  these  Harieian  pamphlets  and  tracts,  relating  to  Bri* 
Hsh  History,  was  published  in  one  vol.  4to.  1792;  and  is  worth  aboot 
II.  lOf. 

+  Of  this  rc-publication,  in  ten  handsome  quarto  vols,  (and  now 
sinking  gradually  into  a  state  of  esihaustion*)  MX)  copies  were  struck 
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eighteenth  century  was  scarcely  less  fertile  than  its 
predecessor,  in  the  class  of  historical  pioneers.  Then 
appeared  the  labours  of  Madox,  fVinwood,  Forbes^ 
Thurloe,  and  the  editors  of  the  well  known  Strciffmrd, 
Burghley^  Sydney y  and  Clarendon  Papers  ;  while 
the  name  of  Hardwicke  dignified  the  latter  part 
of  the  same  century  :  and  yet,  nearer  its  close,  the 
taste  and  judgment  of  Mr.  Lodge  have  shewn  us, 
how,  in  his  "  Illustrations  of  British  Histoiy^^'^  dur- 
ing the  sixteenth  century,  the  Letters  and  Papers  of 

off;  containing  two  volumes  of  additional  matter^  with  a  general 
index  to  the  whole.  The  reprint  of  the  old  tracts  has  also  the  advan- 
tage of  exhibiting  these  tracts  in  the  cArofiok^gica/ order  in  which  they 
were  composed.  A  well  bound  copy  in  calf  is  worth  about  two 
goinei^  per  volume.  There  is  onb  copy^  and  one  copy  only,  on 
LARGE  PAPER,  of  a  follo  form ;  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Harding,  the  projector  of  the  reprint.  This  quarto  rq3rint 
was  succeeded  by  another  in  Svo.  in  IS  vols. :  but  without  the  addi- 
tional matter.  There  are  large  paper  copies  of  the  Svo.  impression 
of  Mr.  Ion.  With  this  work  should  also  be  found  the  Nuga  Anti- 
qua,  or  a  Collection  of  EUstorical  Papers  of  Harrington,  in  1804, 
Svo.  2  vols,  edited  by  the  same  gentleman. 

f  Let  us  begin  with  Madox*8  Formulare  AngUcanum,  or  a  Collec- 
tion of  Ancient  Charters  and  Instruments  from  the  Norman  Conquest 
to  the  end  of  the  reigu  of  Henry  VIII. :— published  in  1702,  folio:  a 
work  of  long  established  reputation,  and  worth  dbout  2Z.  ^.»  in  fine 
eoadition.  To  this  may  be  added,  by  the  same  author,  the  Hrma 
Burgi ;  an  Historical  Essay  concerning  the  Cities,  Towns,  and  Bo- 
roughs of  England,  172^,  folio,  of  which  I  observe  a  fine  copy,  on 
large  paper,  in  nissia,  marked  at  61,  6s.  in  the  last  catalogue  of 
Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss :  on  small  paper,  Mr.  Laing  values  it  at 
1^  109.  Madox  wrote  a  Huiory  of  the  Exchequer;  of  which  the 
best  edition  is  that  of  1769,  4to.  2  vols  :  but  a  new  edition  of  this 
work,  or  rather,  an  entirely  new  work  on  the  same  subject,  is  a 
great  desideratum  with  historical  antiquaries.  Next  for  Sir  Ralph 
Winwood's  Memorials  of  State  Affairs  in  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and 
James,  1725,  folio,  three  vols. :  an  exceedingly  common  book ;  and 
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ASj  on  stepping  across  the  Channel^  we  necessarily 
land  on  the  opposite  coast  of  France^  so^  after  enume- 
rating the  chief  historians^  and  Historical  Helps  of 
bur  own  country^  I  proceed  to  the  enumeration  of 
those  of  our  impiediate  Neighbours.  It  cannot  how- 
ever be  denied^  that,  inimitable  as  those  neighbours 
are  in  their  Memoirs,  they  are,  comparatively  with 
ourselves,  deficient  in  the  solid  materials  of  History. 
Nor  is  it  ^reed  among  themselves  who  is  their  best 
histoiian.  Mezerai  and  Daniel  take  the  lead ;  and 
yelly  and  Anquetil  are  the  chief  recent  historians ; 
but  who  will  presume  to  compare  the  text  of  the  two 
latter  with  the  polished  pages  of  Hume,  or  the  instruc- 
tive researches  of  Henry  ? 

In  Collections  or  Bodies  of  History ,  the  French  are 
rich  and  strong ;  and  very  much  our  superiors.  Dt^ 
chesne  was  the  Twysden,  or  rather  Gale^  of  France ; 
but  when  Bouquet  laid  the  foundation-stone,  and 
saw  the  rising  walls^  of  his  Recueil  des  Historiens  des 
Gaules,  he  planned  a  work,  which  places  him,  if  we 
except  Muratori,  quite  at  the  head  of  all  antiquarian 
historians  ;  and  it  is  gratifying  (and  to  myself,  in  par- 
ticular, most  delightful)  to  add,  that  his  labours  are 
continued  with  equal  spirit  and  success,  by  the  pre- 
sent venerable  and  truly  learned  Dom  Brial  :*  a 
name,  which  ought  to  be  dear,  as  it  is  highly  honour- 

*  -I  look  back  upon  the  few  hours,  cut  out  of  a  busy  sojourning  in 
Faris^  devoted  to  this  amiable  man^  as  among  the  most  pleasing  of 
those  consumed  in  France.— See  Tour,  vol.  ii.  p.  423. 
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able  to  France.  I  entreat  both  **  the  Young  and  the 
Old,"  never  to  allow  themselves  to  be  satisfied  until 
they  have  the  Historice  Francorum  Scriptores  coetanei 
(1636,  folio,  5  volumes)  of  Duchesne;  or  rather — 
provided  it  make  not  too  desperate  an  inroad  on  the 
purse — to  possess  themselves  of  the  work  of  Bouquet, 
now  increased  to  18  folio  volumes — 1738-1 822.*  I  will 
not  insist  upon  both ;  because  I  know  that  Bouquet 
must  be  an  imported  work,  and  because  huge  folio 
volumes  ai'e  not  imported  without  a  weighty  expense. 
Bouquet  is  however  common  at  Paris,  and  generally 
bound  in  handsome  mottled  calf,  with  gilt  on  the 
leaves  ;  and  purchasable  for  about  21/. 

If,  however,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  suit  the 
taste  or  the  purse  of  the  Collector,  let  there  be  an 
effort  made  to  catch  hold  x)f  the  Collection  Universelle 
de  Memoir  es  relatifs  h  thistoire^  1785, 8vo.72  volumes. 
With  these  desultory  volumes,  the  lover  of  ancient 
history  may  lounge  as  he  list :  may  take  up  one,  and 
gently  or  roughly  lay  down  the  other,  without  doing 
injury  to  the  tomes,  or  breaking  materially  the  thread 
of  his  narrative, — unless  he  take  a  stride  from  Charle** 
magne  to  St.  Louis  at  one  effort.  And  most  parti* 
cularly  would  I  recommend  the  Tables  chronologiques 
de  Diplomes,  ChartreSj  Sfc.  concemant  Thistoire  de 
France  by  De  Brequignyy  1769,  3  vols,  folio.  But 
the  recommendation  of  this  latter  supposes  the  Col* 
lector  to  be  something  of  a  determined  historical  anti- 
quary. 

I  come  to  particular  histories  of  France.  Passing 
over  the  six  folio  volumes  of  Dupleix^  Hist.  GSnSrale 
de  France,  1646-63,  in  6  folio  volumes — which  is  now 

*  Consult  p.  149>  ante. 
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only  read  by  the  curious,  and  by  tbose  who  love  the 
occasional  satirical  glances  of  the  author,  especially  in 
the  history  of  Henry  IV. — let  me  advise  *^  the  Young 
Man/' — ^but  at  any  rate  "  the  Old  Man" — to  procure 
the  best  edition  of  Mezerai,  in  2  folio  volumes,  1643,* 
which  contains  many  curious  particulars;   but  of 

*  Of  Mezebai,  a  few  particulars  may  not  be  uninterestiDg  to  the 
reader.  He  was  bred  to  arms ;  but  an  insatiable  love  of  study  con* 
verted  his  sword  and  carbine  into  printed  books  and  manuscripts. 
Absorbed  in  this  pursuit^  he  meditated  his  History  of  France,  but  an 
excess  of  application  produced  a  dangerous  disorder.  Cardinal  Elche* 
lieu^  who>  midst  all  his  intrigues  and  tergiversations,  had  the  merit 
of  projecting  or  patronizing  some  of  the  most  splendid  publications 
in  France,  patronized  Mezerd.  A  donation  of  500  crowns  by  him  io 
the  historian,  stimulated  M ezerai  to  redoubled  exertions  in  the  com- 
pletion of  his  history.  He  had,  moreover,  through  the  interests  of 
the  Cardinal,  a  pension  of  4000  livres,  from  the  court ;  and,  on  the 
death  of  Conrart,  was  appointed  permanent  Secretary  to  the  French 
Academy.  He  completed  his  history,  which  he  began  in  his  thirty- 
second  year,  and  afterwards  worked  at  the  Dictionary  of  the  Academy.. 
He  died  in  1683,  in  his  73d  year. 

Never  was  a  man  more  singular,  or  fuller  of  bizarrerie,  than  He- 
zerai.  His  countenance,  figure,  and  dress,  were  almost  equally  re- 
pulsive. He  was  once  stopped  as  a  vagabond,  by  the  overseers  of 
the  parish,  and  commanded  to  follow  them.  So  far  from  being  dis- 
pleased at  this  adventiue,  it  amused  him,  and  he  entered  into  the 
joke  exceedingly.  "  Gentlemen,  (said  he)  I  cannot  well  accompany 
you  on  foot,  but,  as  soon  as  they  have  put  a  wheel  to  my  carriage. 
I'll  accompany  you  wherever  you  please.**  One  of  his  oddities  was 
to  work  by  candle-light,  even  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  summer ;  and  he  always  attended  his  visitors  to  the 
street-door,  on  parting— holding  the  lighted  candle  in  his  hand* 
Strolling  through  the  small  village  of  Chapelle,  in  the  way  to  St. 
Denis,  along  with  some  of  his  friends,  they  aU  stopped  at  a  public- 
house,  of  which  the  master  s  name  was  Le  Faucheur.  Mezerai  saw 
in  this  man  what  none  of  his  friends  could  perceive,  and  took  a  vio- 
lent fancy  to  him.  He  used  to  go  and  spend  whole  days  with  him : 
and,  in  his  future  habits  of  study,  it  was  observable  that  a  weQ 
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which  the  abridgment  has  nearly  superseded  the  on* 
ginal  impression.  Mezerai  loved  truth,  but  would 
not  take  much  pains  to  discover  it ;  depending  rather 
upon  the  texts  of  his  predecessors.  Yet  he  had  cou- 
rage and  integrity ;  and  gains  in  energy  what  he  loses 
in  accuracy.  There  is,  however,  a  coarse  thread 
which  runs  through  all  his  narrative ;  and  those  who 
call  him  the  Tacitus  of  France,  seem  to  mistake 
vulgarity  for  strength.    His  work  may  be  thought,  in 

replenished  bottlej  as  weU  as  a  lighted  candle^  was  by  the  side  of  him. 
He  concluded  his  intimacy  with  his  bacchanalian  friend^  by  making 
him  his  residuary  legatee :  to  the  great  mortification  of  his  relations. 

Mezerai  was  extremely  susceptible  of  cold.  His  friend  Patru  met 
him  one  mornings  when  it  was  freezing  very  hard>  and  asked  him, 
**  how  he  found  himself  ?**  "  I  must  run  away  from  you,  immedi- 
ately, (replied  the  historian)  for  I  am  at  L."  This  enigmatical  reply 
was  explained  to  Patru.  Mezerai  kept  behind  his  ann  chair,  imme- 
diately on  the  setting  in  of  winter,  a  dozen  pair  of  stockings  tic- 
keted from  A  to  M.  On  getting  out  of  bed  he  always  consulted  his 
thermometer — and  according  to  the  greater  or  less  degree  of  cold,  he 
put  on  so  many  more»  or  fewer,  pair  of  stockings.  Thus,  he  had  on 
eleven  pair  when  he  met  his  friend  Patru. 

Of  his  HiSTOBT,  it  should  seem  that  the  second  edition,  in  1683, 
is  more  ample  and  correct  3  but  the  text  does  not  display  so  many 
bold  and  hardy  sentiments.  The  collector  will  necessarily  consult 
Brunet  for  the  particulars  of  a  perfect  copy  of  the  first  edition,  of 
1643.  The  curious  in  fine  books  bite  greedily  at  labge  paper  copies 
of  this  first  edition,  especially  when  in  a  splendid  state.  The  ne  plus 
ultra  copy  of  this  kind  is  supposed  to  be  that  in  the  collection  of  Mr. 
Beckford— obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton*s  library,  for 
1052.  See  darkens  Repertorium  Bibliographicum,  p.  223.  Earl 
Spencer  and  Mr.  Grenville  possess,  each  a  fine  sunilar  copy.  The 
small  paper  may  be  worth  from  about  61. 168.  6d,  to  lOl.  lOs,  accord- 
ing lo  its  condition  and  binding.  Messrs.  Bosange  and  Co.  mark  a 
fine  copy,  in  French  calf  binding,  quite  complete,  at  12/.  The 
second  edition,  although,  strictly  speaking,  in  an  historical  point  of 
view  perhaps  more  valuable^  scarcely  brings  32.  135.  6d, 
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some  measure,  a  reflex  of  the  motley  features  ol  his 


After  Mezerai,  comes  Father  Daniel  ;  whose  his^ 
tory  of  France,  in  17  quarto  volumes,  1755,  does  not 
seem,  in  the  estimation  of  French  critics,  to  entitle 
its  author  to  a  very  ^at  share  of  praise.  Daniel  is 
considered  to  be  a  common-place  historian,  suffi- 
ciently sensible,  but  sufficiently  plodding ;  and  better 
yersed  in  military  than  in  civil  affairs.  His  style  is 
without  animation,  and  his  sentiments  are  without 
force.  His  mistakes  in  the  names  of  small  towns  and 
villages,  and  in  the  minor  operations  of  armies,  are 
perhaps  venial;  but  the  false  colours  in  which  he 
paints  battles  of  great  importance,  admit  of  no  apo- 
logy. Like  his  predecessor,  his  abridgment  is  more 
admired  than  his  unabbreviated  text.  This  abridg- 
ment appeared  in  14  volumes,  in  12mo.  Daniel 
Lombard  published  a  quarto  volume  in  1723,  con- 
taining a  comparison  between  these  two  historians. 

Before  I  touch  upon  the  performance  of  Velly,  it 
may  be  as  well  briefly  to  notice3  but  with  the  warm 
commendation  which  it  merits,  the  Notwel  abrSgS 
Chronologique  de  Fhistoire  de  FrancCy  by  the  Presi- 
dent Henault,  which  first  appeared  about  1748,* 
4to.  but  of  which  the  best  edition  is  that  of  1768, 4to. 
2  vols,  and  of  which  there  have  been  repeated  re- 
impressions.  *^  There  is  no  class  (says  M.  Barbier) 
to  whom  this  work  may  not  be  useful ;  the  military, 

*  Mr.  Roche  informs  me^  that  he  has  a  copy  of  the  fourth  edition, 
dated  1752,  4to.,  and  referring  to  a  previous  one  of  1749,  Svo.  but 
the  FiBST  impression  was  a  quarto,  probably  of  the  preceding  year. 
It  was  suppressed  in  consequence  of  some  passages  being  too  fVee  for 
the  shackled  press  of  France.  Mr.  Koche  has  transcribed  these  pas- 
sages in  his  copy  of  175?. 
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the  civile  the  political^  the  magisterial,  and  the  eccle- 
siastical,'* &c.  But  that,  which  constitutes  the  chief 
charm  of  these  pages,  is,  the  delineations  of  character, 
the  reflections,  and  those  notices — scattered  with  so 
much  art — which  give  a  soul  as  it  were,  to  a  body,  in 
other  respects  dry  and  repulsive.*  The  joint  pro- 
ductions of  Velly,  Villaret,  and  Garnier,  must 
now  be  noticed.  Velly  died  on  the  completion  of  the 
8th  volume ;+  and  Villaret  (whose  love  of  reflexions 
would  have  made  his  work  almost  interminable,) 
followed  his  fate  on  the  completion  of  the  reign  of 
Louis  XI.  Garnier  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  it 
in  1786,  on  carrying  the  work  down  to  the  reign  of 
Charles  IX.  The  history  was  published  in  16  volumes 
in  quarto,  and  33  in  duodecimo.  In  1804,  some 
Tables  were  published  in  one  volume  4to.  and  three 
volumes  in  duodecimo.  No  library  indeed,  which 
aspires  to  the  character  of  being  properly  furnished 
with  French  history,  can  be  complete  without  the 

*  BibL  d'un  Homme  de  Gout,  vol.  iii.  p.  376. 

t  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  name  of  Velly  appears  to  a 
''  Collection  of  Portraits  of  Illustrious  Men,  relating  to  the  History  of 
France,'*  in  4to.  8  volumes.  And^  while  I  am  on  the  subject  of 
graphical  illustration  of  French  history^  let  the  curious  remember 
David's  work>  in  5  quarto  volumes^  1787j  and  Le  Has'  figures^  with 
explanations  by  Gamier,  1785>  in  large  4to.  Montfaucon*s  Monar* 
cMe  Francoise  cannot  fail  to  be  in  every  weU-stocked  library  j  but^  if 
ever  such  a  work  be  republished  in  France^  the  engravings  will, 
doubtless,  be  executed  with  more  attention  to  accuracy  of  detail. 
Montfaucon*s  work,  in  5  volumes  folio,  is  usually  found  with  the 
AntiquitSs  Expliquis,  in  11  vols,  by  the  same  author.  A  good  copy, 
on  small  paper,  with  the  Supplement,  5  vols,  in  the  whole  20  vob: 
may  be  worth  40^  One  of  the  finest  copies  in  England,  on  larox 
PAPER,  is  in  the  library  of  Mr.  Dent  3  but  Mr.  Hayley's  similar  copy- 
bought  by  the  Earl  of  Sefton  for  102/.  18*.  was  of  a  very  extraordi* 
nary  description. 
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labours  of  Velly ;  who,  forsaking  the  beaten  path  of 
detailing  the  mere  personal  histories  of  kings^  struck 
out  into  a  new  road  (in  which  he  was  probably  fol« 
lowed  by  our  Henry)  wherein  the  origin  of  parlia- 
ments, of  laws,  customs,  manners,  arts,  and  sciences^ 
was  explored.  Garnier  is  thought  to  be  less  brilliant, 
although  he  is  less  verbose  than  Villaret.*  Thqr  were, 
on  the  whole,  a  most  respectable  historical  triumvi- 
rate. 

To  the  foregoing  I  shall  add  the  respectable  name 
of  Anquetil  ;  who,  at  the  command  of  Bonaparte^ 
and  at  the  age  of  eighty,  sat  down  to  the  com- 
position of  a  History  of  France,  which  should  treat 
more  particularly  of  national  events,  with  an  almost 
entire  exclusion  of  such  as  were  connected  with  other 
countries.  The  work  appeared  in  1805,  in  fifteen 
duodecimo  volumes  ;  and  if  the  style  of  it  be  not  the 
most  elegant,  it  is  the  most  complete  in  itself,  and  the 
most  commodious  to  consult. 

Of  Memoirs,  or  partial  Histories  of  France,  the  list 
is  endless.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  many  of  these 
Memoirs  form  by  far  the  most  interesting  and  in- 

*  Fantin  Desodoards  continued  the  history  of  Velly  and  ViUa- 
ret>  &c.  to  the  death  of  Louis  XVI.  in  eighteen  handsome  Sro. 
voliunes^  1819 — ^worth  about  71.  Ts.  These  had  previously  appeared 
in  a  duodecimo  form^  in  twenty-six  volumes^  180S ;  and  seU  for 
about  42.  14«.  6d,  in  boards.  But  Millot^s  elementary  historical 
works>  relating  to  France,  England,  Germany  and  the  Troubadours, 
ftc.  are  worth  possessing  in  partj  or  in  whole  ',  and  a  complete  collec- 
tion of  these  works>  handsomely  printed  by  Didot^  was  published  in 
ld80>  8vo.  in  twelve  vols,  61. 

It  is  necessary  to  make  mention  of  a  Collection  Universelle  de 
MAnoires  particuUers  relatifs  H  VHist  de  JVawce— of  which  100  vo- 
lumes are  already  published.  They  will  be  brought  down  to  the 
period  of  the  French  revolution. 
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ftroctive  portions  of  French  History.  The  names  of 
Jaimnile,  Gaillardj  Castlentm,*  Oaularty  and  DavHa^ 
(to  mention  no  more)  excite  attention  and  respect 
towards  every  work  to  which  they  are  attached  ;  and, 
if  we  come  to  Histories  of  particular  periods,  that  of 
Db  Thou  in  the ''  History  of  His  Own  Times'' f  is 
alone  entitled  to  enthusiastic  admiration.  It  is  a 
work  which  can  perish  only  with  the  tongue  in  which 
it  is  written,  and  with  the  nation,  a  portion  of  whose 
14story  it  developes. 
And  thus  much  for  the  leading  publications  con- 

*  Castleziaa*8  work  was  published  at  Brussels^  1731  ^io  three  folio 
volumes^  and  is  now  quite  common  among  us.  It  is  full  of  many 
4!iirious  particulars. 

t ''  HUtariarum  iui  Temparii  lAb,  cxxxviii.  Qh  anno,'"  1543- 1M7. 
The  best>  and  only  estimable  edition,  is  that  of  Buckley,  in  1733, 
Iblio.  This  text  was  translated  into  French  by  I.  B.  Le  Mascrier,  &C. 
in  1734,  in  sixteen  4to.  volumes.  The  edition  of  Buckley  merits  a 
little  more  notice.  There  is  at  Althorp  a  most  magnificent  copy  of 
it,  in  red  morocco  French  binding,  with  gilt  on  the  leaves,  upon  the 
jbAROBST  PAPER  |  from  an  inspection  of  which  I  gather  the  following 
particulars.  Among  the  contributors  to  the  vignettes,  or  head  and 
tail-pieces,  was  Alexander  Pope,  the  fruits  of  whose  bounty  appear 
at  the  end  of  the  first,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  volumes.  At  the  end 
of  Buckley's  Epistolary  address  to  Dr.  Mead,  to  whom  the  work  Is 
dedicated  with  great  propriety,  the  bard  of  Twickenham  is  designated 
as  **  Alexander  Pope  armiger,  Anglicorum  poetarum  higus  temporis 
ladle  princeps."  It  appears  farther  that  Henry  Wood/all  printed 
the  first  volume :  Samuel  Richardson  the  second ;  James  Betienham 
the  third ;  James  Roberts  the  fourth ;  and  Thomas  Wood  the  fiflh. 
I  do  not  discover  the  name  of  any  printer  to  the  sixth  and  seventh 
volumes.  Prefixed  to  Thomas  Carte's  letter  to  Dr.  Mead,  there  is  a 
vignette  of  the  interior  of  a  library.  Does  it  represent  that  of  Dr. 
Mead  ?  At  the  end  of  the  seventh  volume,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
pleasing,  miscellaneous  matter,  relating  to  De  Thov,  and  to  the  lite* 
rature  of  the  age :  such  as  Letters,  Memonals,  Memoirs,  and  Justi- 
ficatory pieces.    From  this  portion  of  the  work,  1  availed  luy  sell  also 
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ruected  with  the  History  of  Fraoce,  I  say  the  leading 
«^r-or  such  as  are  more  popular,  and  better  knowD-<-7 
because  it  would  be  impraetieable  to  embody^  in  the 
pages  of  a  work  like  the  present,  a  twentieth  part 
even  of  essential  works^  connected  with  French  bis- 
;^ry,  as  an  antiquary  would  consider  them ;  and  ber 
cause  a  glance  at  Fontette*s  edition  of  Le  Long's  Dic^ 
iionnaire  Historique  de  la  France,  in  five  folip  volumes, 
.1768,  wholly  devoted  to  a  Catalogue  of  works  ap- 
pertaining to  the  History  of  France — under  every 
possible  form  and  modification— will  alone  be  suflEl- 
cient  to  justify  the  omission  of  a  more  particular 
•account  of  such  works  in  the  present  publication.  It 

of  some  curious  particulars  relating  to  De  Thou's  library,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  Bibliographical  Decameron,  vol.  ii.  p.  476*480.  For 
a  further  notice  of  the  *^  History/'  consult  the  BU>liomania,  p.  486. 
It  may  be  worth  stating,  that  this  edition  is  printed  upon  paper  of 
V0OBE  sizes— of  which  the  largest  is  very  rare. 

Dr.  Mead's  own  copy  of  the  edition  of  Buckley,  which  had  been 
illustrated  with  prints  collected  by  Gulstone,  and  was  afterwards 
bound  in  green  morocco  by  the  latter,  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  Mr. 
Towndey's  library,  in  1814,  (see  no.  856  of  the  catalogue  of  that  li- 
nury)  for  bSL  lis.  Mr.  Payne  has,  at  this  moment.  Count  Hoym*i 
1>eaut]ful  copy,  (on  the  second  paper,  which  had  been  Mr.  Watson 
Taylor's)  marked  at  31^  lOs,  Another  thing  nmy  be  worth  briefly 
noticing.  I  learn,  from  the  communication  of  a  most  intelligent 
-correspondent,  that  there  is  only  a  very  partial  English  translation  of 
.J>e  Thou's  invaluable  work.  In  the  years  1729-1730,  one  Ber- 
nard Wilson,  Vicar  of  Newark  and  Prebendary  of  Lincoln,  published 
his  version  of  only  twenty-six  books  of  De  Thou*s  text,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  desisted  from  the  remainder  for  want  of  sufficient  en- 
couragement. It  may  be  as  well  to  notice  the  best  edition  of  the 
Sioria  delle  Guerre  cwili  di  Francia  of  Davila  ^  namely  that  lOf 
1733,  fol.  2  vols,  worth  ^l.  l^s.  6d.  Of  course,  the  works  of  Fadia- 
SART,  MoMSTRELET,  and  JoiNviLLE,  &c.  (all  particularly  notlc^ .  4t 
page  160-5,  ante)  must  not  fail  to  be  especially  procured  and  con- 
voked, .'-v^    - 
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fnay  however  be  essential  to  mention,  that  six  octaro 
Tolnmes  of  a  History  of  France  are  already  published^ 
from  the  popular  pen  of  Sismondi. 

Of  eourse,  it  is  not  my  immediate  province  to  touch 
upon  French  topographical  works.  *  These,  how- 
ever, form  an  essential  feature  of  history,  as  much 
with  foreigners  as  with  ourselves ;  and  the  French 
may  be  said  to  be  rich  in  such  a  department.  Among 
these,  I  recommend  to  the  attention  of  the  curious 
reader  such  as  respect  the  triumphal  entries — or  what 
we  call  ROYAL  PROGRBSSBS— of  the  French  monarchs 
into  the  several  cities ;  and  especially  those  of  Nor- 
mandy.  One  of  the  most  pleasing,  and  at  the  same 
time  most  splendid  works,  would  be  that  which 
should  be  connected  with  the  triumphant  entries  of 
Francis  /.,  and  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  Hen- 
ries; and  I  do,  in  particular  conjure  my  very  excel- 
lent, and  at  the  same  time,  learned  and  competent 
friends,  Messrs.  Le  Prevost,  De  Langon,  Lair,  Rlaux, 
and  others — ^to  set  about  such  a  work  with  all  ima- 
ginable alacrity.  Nor  let  them  doubt  of  its  success. 
In  such  •a  performance,  there  will  be  a  general  rivalry 
for  its  support ;  and  our  Norman  neighbours  will  not 
be  angry  with  us,  if  in  this  respect  we  give  them  more 
substantial  encoui-agement  than  fair  words. 


Brief  as  maybe  the  preceding  Summary  of  the  best 
historical  works  relating  to  France,  there  are  never- 
theless few  libraries  which  contain  them  aU.  '  And  yet, 
whoever  casts  even  a  cursory  glance  upon  the  pages 
of  Struvius,  Buder,  and  Meusel,*  will  be  surprised  to 

*  Bxbliotheca  Hiitorica,  1783-1802,  8vo.  eleven  vols.    The 
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find  how  exceedingly  superficial  such  a  summaiy  Ib^ 
and  what  infinite  efforts  are  requisite  for  a  solid  and 
complete  body  of  Scriptores  de  Relrm^  FrancogaUids. 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  Royal  Library  at 
Paris  contain  *  one-third  of  the  absolutely  requisite 
number. 

of  the  sixth,  and  the  whole  of  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  with  the 
latter  part  of  the  tenth  volume— each  volume  averaging  700  pages-* 
are  filled  with  an  account  of  authors,  and  list  of  books,  which  rdate 
more  or  less  to  the  History  of  France  ;  necessarily  including 
public  and  private  biographies,  antiquities,  &c.  And  then,  when  the 
XQifl^  thinks  of  Fontette^s  Bibliotkhiu^  Hutorique  ie  la  Frctnce^  er- 
panded  into  five  folio  volumes  (1768-73)  upon  the  basis  of  one  folio 
volume  by  Le  Long  ii^  1719^-one  is  easily  convinced  of  the  difficul- 
ties even  of  collecting  the  knowledge  which  is  abroad  in  the  world. 
Let  it  also  be  remembered  that  more  than  forty  years  have  already 
lapsed  since  the  labours  of  Fontette,  and  about  twenty  since  those 
itf  Meoselius.  What  hay^  not  rxcjbnt  ]$ventjs  called  forth  2  Tbe 
pamphlets  relating  to  the  French  Revolution  alone,  would  fill  the 
largest  Diligence,  in  and  out,  which  travels  between  Paris  and  Italy. 
The  late  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  possessed  an  almost  incalculable 
number  of  them.  Mr.  Perry  was  also  rich  in  the  same  lore,  as  his 
ooUection  of  them  brought  the  sum  of  64/.  U.  at  the  late  sale  of  his 
iibrary. 

The  reign  of  Bonaparte  produced  marvellously  splendid  publican 
tipns  connected  with  the  Empire  over  which  he  ruled.  The  medaUic 
history  of  his  reign  was  published  by  Mr.  Millingen  in  1819.  4to.  To 
the  Works  enumerated  in  the  ten  preceding  pages— -devoted  to  the 
History  of  France — ^I  have  to  add  the  notice  of  a  new  and  interesting 
one,  entitled  Memoirs  of  Jeanne  D'Arc,  surnamed  La  Pucelle  D'Or* 
leans :  with  the  History  of  her  Times,  There  are  copies  of  this  Work 
beautifully  printed  on  large  paper. 
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In  order  to  give  even  a  tolerably  complete  outline 
of  the  leading  works  connected  with  the  History  of 
this  interesting  country,  it  would  be  requisite  to  seat 
oneself  in  the  library  of  Lord  Holland,  or  of  the  Poet 
Laureat,  or  of  Mr.  Heber,  or  of  that  of  our  Ambassa- 
dor at  Paris  ;*  so  richly  furnished  are  these  respec- 
tive Collections  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  lore.  There 
is  so  much  of  a  love  of  ancient  Romance  and  Chivalry 
mixed  up  with  a  study  of  this  subject — the  real  or 
ideal  heroes  of  that  country  have  so  long  engaged  our 
attention  and  perhaps  won  our  hearts— add  to  which 
the  local  character  of  either  country,  with  its  castles^ 
mountains,  deep  and  lonely  valleys,  rushing  torrents, 

*  By  a  fatality  which  I  know  not  how  to  account  for,  but  of  which 
the  result  chagrined  me  a  good  deal  at  the  time  of  the  pubHcatioD^  I 
omitted  to  give  an  account  of  a  few  of  the  rarer  books  in  the  library 
of  Sir  Charles  Stuart^  the  British  Amdassador^  in  my  notice  of  pri- 
vate Ubraries  at  Faxis,  in  the  Bibliographical  Tovr,  Sir  Charles  gere 
me  free  admission  to  his  coUection  }  and  my  dm.  notices  are  rather 
fuU  than  scanty.  But  such  an  account  would  be  now  rendered  super- 
ficial and  unnecessary  ^  as  I  learn  that  his  Excellency  has  printed  a 
Catalogue  of  his  Library  for  private  distribution  only.  His  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  books  are  at  once  numerous  and  choice.  And  here 
I  may  be  allowed  to  make  something  of  an  amende  honorable^  by  the 
notice  of  a  very  beautiful^  curious^  and  interesting  quarto  volume, 
printed  by  Sir  Charles^  at  his  own  expense,  ftt)m  the  MSS.  of  Leo* 
nardu$  Chiensis,  and  Godefridus  Langus,  being  an  account  of  the 
Capture  of  Constcmtinople  by  Mahomet  IL  The  only  copies  of  this 
work  which  I  have  seen  in  England^  are  those  in  the  libraries  of 
the  Duke  of  Bedford>  Earl  SfMucer,  and  the  Reverend  Stephen 
Weston. 
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word  ta  the  ear  of  a  book-collector ;  who^  if  he  be  iif 
the  thorough  bred  English  breeds  neither  eats^  drinks^ 

rarer>  and  costlier  Chronicles ;  but  as  the  carious  '<  en  font  grand 
cas^*'  I  must  expatiate  some  little  thereupon.  One  of  the  earliest  is 
that  of  '^  DEL  Rky  D.  Pedro>''  by  Lopez  de  Layala  at  SetiUe,  bk 
149S«  folio ;  exceedingly  rare.  Stepping  over  the  threshold  of  the 
XVth  century^  we  notice  the  very  rare  Chronicle  of  the  King  Dpii 
B0DRIOO4  published  at  SevUle,  in  1511^  folio  j  again  at  Valladolid  in 
169,7,  folio  :  concerning  which  I  am  at  a  loss  to  give  one  word  of 
advice  as  to  price,  or  intrinsic  worth,  or  curiosity  -,  only  that  a  copy 
of  the  second  edition  (but  not  of  the  first)  was  in  tiie  Harieaan 
Collection.  Of  the  Chronicle  of  the  Cid,  (so  admirably  made  fiuni- 
liar  to  English  readers  by  the  translation  of  Mr.  Southey,  180Q,  4tO. 
and  so  ably  criticised  in  the  first  number  of  the  Quarterly  Review)  the 
{allowing  edition  is  specified  in  the  catalogue  of  the  library  of  Don 
J.  Antonio  Conde — which  was  sold  in  1824.  Historia  del  valeroao 
y  bien  afortunado  cavallero  Cid  Ruy  diaz  de  Bivar,  Burgos,  Junta, 
1568.  This,  bound  up  with  Historia  de  la  Poncella  de  Francia  y  de 
ins  grandes  hechos  i  sacados  de  la  Chronica  Real  por  un  CavaUeio 
discreto  embiado  por  embaxador  de  Castilla  k  Francia  por  loa  Reyes 
Fernando  y  Isabel  aquien  la  presente  se  dirige,  black  letter.  Extremely 
rare,  Burgos,  Junta,  1562, 4to.  was  sold  for  5^  7<«  6d.  An  edition  of 
the  Cid  printed  at  Buigos,  in  1593,  4to.  was  sold  for  13^  6«.  at  the 
White  Knights  sale :  but  Mr.  Thorpe  has  more  than  once  recently 
marked  it  at  4^  14«.  6d.  Of  King  Pedro,  &c.  and  Don  Juan' L 
abovementioned,  the  Pamplona  edition  of  1591,  folio,  is  marked  at 
4L  4s,  by  Mr.  Thorpe,  and  at  9L  'is.  by  Mr.  Bohn :  an  editioii  of 
1590,  of  Juan  xl  Ssoundo,  (appearing  not  in  that  of  1591)  i* 
valued  at  SI.  3s.  by  the  former  bookseller:  but  see  part  iU.  of  his 
catalogue,  nos.  1763-6.  Then  comes  the  Chronicle  "  del  Rbt  Dor 
Alonzo  el  Sabio  t  Sancho  sl  Bravo.*'  printed  at  Valladolid,  1554, 
folio ;  with  bold  and  spirited  wood*cuts,  of  which  I  observe  a  fine 
Iffiorocco  copy,  in  Lewisian  binding,  marked  at  71.  I7s,  6d,  in  part  f. 
iko,  6096.,  of  the  same  bookseller's  catalogue.  But  we  must  hot 
forget  a  somewhat  rarer  volume  in  the  chronicled  feats  of  Alonzo  el 


fstriotic  zeal  of  the  editors:  the  chronicle  of  AysU  was  printed  at  Madrid  in  the 
wme  year.  Lifeeratare  is  indebted  fov  this  reriml  of  the  fallrars  •£  Spanlsli  Hb^ 
tM7,  to  t^  efibrti  of  the  Historicia  Academy  of  Madrid.''--»/M^ 
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nor  sleeps,  unless  he  have  his  ^^  dear  Chronicles*'  com^ 
j^lete.  The  date  of  the  oldest  printed  Chronicle  d 
Spain^  is  that  of  1482^  and  the  author  was  Dibgo  db 

Onzbno>  of  which  the  VaUadoUd  impresaion  of  1551,  folio>  was  sold 
tur  90^  at  the  sale  of  the  White  Knight's  Librarj.  A  later  edition, 
printed  i  Toledo  in  1595,  folio,  is  marked  at  3/.  St.  in  Mr.  Thorpe's 
catalogue,  part  i.  vP,  149.  This  Chronicle,  as  well  as  most  of  the 
earlier  ones,  is  reprinted  in  the  Madrid  reimpression,  published  bf 
Sancha,  1787>  0  vols.  4lo.  And  then,  what  must  be  said  ol,  or  given 
far,  the  Chronicle  of  the  Grbat  Ci«PTA.iN  Gonzalo  HsaNAMimz  ds 
CoBDOTA,  printed  in  1584,  Iblio,  at  Alcala  ?-— and  i^  the  not  leas 
ferocious  brandisher  of  the  tmneheon,  ydeped  Don  Pedb^  Gonxa.* 
hEz  DB  Mbnd^sa,  published  by  the  very  erudite  Doctor  Pedro  dc 
Salazar,  ai  Toiedo,  in  16^,  foUoy  and  in  his  79th  year .  .  ^  ^ 

Whea  tpectadc  on  bobc  wbs  smb. 
And  vtVfet  cap  oi  trntrald  gxaen 
Enclosed  a  scull  as  white  as  anew. 
And  diver  beard  did  atream  bdovr. 
As  forked  as  Jore  s  bolt . . . 

(Excerptimna.) 


./ 


Mr.  Thorpe  fearlessly  marks  afine  coffy.ei  this  picturesqu^lodcjiiK 
old  gentleman's  labours  at  SI.  3u  It  waa  in  morocco  binding  in  tbf 
Harleian  Library. 

On  retrospection,  I  am  weU  nigh  ashamed  of  this  scan^  list  of 
doughty  Spanish  Champions:  well  knowing  what  my  friends  Atti* 
cus,  HoNORio,  and  Palmbbin  possess,  relating  to  the  same  heroeai 
and  how  the  modem  Parunzbtto  is  bulling  a  castle  of  granite,  ea^ 
dosing  a  chamber  of  porphary,  scagliolo,  and  black  marble,  oumnize^^ 
in.  which  to  suspend  the  portraitures  of  these  champions^  dsawn  fifom 
the  life  y  and  to  deposit  choicest  copies,  upon  vbuluu,  of  the  earlieft 
publications  which  record  their  mighty  achievements.  But,  my  pf^ 
$emt  work  is  any  thing  but  a  "  Bibliogbaphical  Romancb."  Even 
Sve  wedcs  aga  only,  the  same  resistless  Collector  acquired  a  mostexr 
oeedingly  gorgeous  and  Grolierised  copy,  upon  vellum>  of  that  chiyalr 
rous  tome  which  displays  the  coat-armoury  af  Spanish  Knights,  and 
was  put  forth  by  Mendez  SUva,  under  the  title  of  "  Poblacion  General 
deEspana,  sus  Trqfeos,  Blasones,  y  Conquistas  UeroycasJ*  Madrid, 
1645 J  foUo — of  which  I  notice  a  good  copy,  ^Mhied  at  the  nnappalling 
sum  of  3/.  3«.,  in  a  cevtain  catahigue  racently  pot  forth  ift  Pdl  MaU, 
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Valbra.^  This  m)rk  was  rq^rinted  several  times^  in 
the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries.  Then  followed 
the  labours  of  Carbonsll,  Bsutbr^  db  Ocampq,  Vjl-> 
SJEUS^and  Garibay^  &c.  with  divers  others^t  enriching 


.  «  The  first  edition  of  Don  Diego  de  Vakra's  "Csohicil  db 
EsPAKA,  abridged  hy  the  command  of  habeUa  Queen  ofCastiUe/'  WM 
l^liBhed  by  JUmzo  del  Puerto,  in  the  black  letter^  in  1489^  Iblio:  a 
kook  of  eoieesuve  scarcity.  The  second  edition  came  out  at  Bwrgoe, 
In- 1487>  folio  i  the  third  at  Toulouie^  in  1489— of  aU  which  editkuMi 
Mensellus  was  ignorant.  The  fourth  appeared  at  Saragoeea,  in  1493, 
ttie  earliest  noticed  by  Meuselius  : — ^the  fifth  was  published  at  Sala* 
manca,  in  1495  ;  the  sixth  at  Seville,  in  1587 — both  unknown  to 
Mensdius.  It  was  republished  at  Seville  in  1534,  folio,  of  wtadi 
second  edition  Mr.  Thorpe  marks  a  copy  at  4Z.  48. :  a  tiiird  impre^ 
skm  came  forth  at  the  same  place,  in  1567  i  and  precisely,  in  the 
ssme  year,  at  Saragoaa,  was  published,  what  looks  very  much  like 
a  similar  work,  under  the  title  of  **  Chnmiea  de  Lot  Reffei  CathoUcm 
Don  Hernando  y  Donna  Vsabel:  a  good  copy  of  which  very  rare 
book  is  marked  at  9i.  9«.  in  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  FosK 
Concerning  Diego  de  Vakni,{  Meuselius  seems  to  regret  that  A»* 
tonio  (fiibl.  Vet.  torn.  iL  p.  806)  has  dwelt  rather  upon  the  life,  tiaii 
Ae  labours,  of  this  ancient  chronicler, 

*  P.  M.  CAKBONaLL :  '*  Chroniques  de  Etpaniya,  t/ue  traeia  dde 
nohlee  e  enoietuemM  Reyes  de  Gote  y  gestei  de  acquells  y  dek  Coniet  de 
Barcelona  e  Reyes  de  Arago.  Barcelona,  1536,  1547  i  each  edition 
in  fol]o>  and  each  (especially  the  first)  very  rare.  Consult  Antonio's 
Bibl,  Nova ;  vol.  ii.  p.  175.  Beutbr  first  came  out  with  his  ''  I^rsi 
Part  of  the  History  of  Valencia,  treating  of  the  JntiquiHesofSpam,  &e.*' 
at  Valencia,  1538>  folio.  The  author  intended  to  add  twoother  parts, 
but  he  changed  his  mind,  and  remodelled  the  whole,  much  for  the 
better,  in  the  Castiiian  language :  calling  it  ''  Primera  Parte  de  bs 
Cronica  Oeneral  de  toda  EspoSHa  :  y  especialmente  del  Reyno  de  Va* 
IsnctOy*'  &c.  En  Valencia,  1551 :  the  second  part  in  1563,  foHo.  A 
copy  of  this  work,  with  part  of  the  14th  leaf  wanting,  was  sold  at 
the  sale  of  the  library  of  Don  J.  Antonio  Conde  (1824)  for  17f.  only* 
No  copy  of  the  labours  of  Carbonell  and  Beuter  appears  in  the  Har* 


I  He  put  the  finiihing  ftroke  to  his  Chronicle  in  the  year  1481,  in  the  pacoh  oC 
SU  Mary,  (at  Cadiz)  when  he  had  completed  hit  79th  year. 
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the  sixteenth  century  with  a  great  number  of  chrmKK 
logical  productiops,  which  are  now  of  the  greatest 
difficulty  to  find  in  an  entire  and  sound  state. 

• 

leian  catalogue :  but  I  find  there,  (vol.  ii.  n^.  8481)  ''  the  twenty- 
two  books  of  the  Memorable  Affidrs  of  Spain,  by  Lucio  Marmeo  :** 
poblished  at  Alcala  de  Henarea,  in  1598i  folio :  Meuselius  mentions 
an  earlier  edition,  at  the  same  place,  ConipJiUi,  in  1533.  See  his 
BibL  Historica,  vol.  vi.  part  i.  p.  118.120.  Add  to  Beuter*s>  oc 
Beuther*s,  work— concerning  the  kingdom  of  Valencia — that  of  M. 
J.  Febrer— 9ue  tracta  des  Llinatges  de  la  Conquista  de  la  Ciutai  de 
Valencia  e  son  Regne.  Falen.  1796,  4to.  of  which  a  copy  was  sold 
at  the  above  mentioned  sale,  for  12.  I6«. 

The  name  of  Florian  de  Ocampo  is  justly  entitled  to  eminence; 
Hiis  able  and  honest  historian  first  edited  the  Chronicle  of  Spam, 
compiled  by  Martini  db  Cordova,  which  was  published  at  Zamom 
m  1541,  folio,  (a  very  rare  book— a  copy  in  the  Harl.  labr.)  and 
poblished  his  own  "  Fhe  First  Books  of  the  General  Chronicle  of 
Spam/*  at  the  same  place,  in  1544  i  and  at  Medina  del  Campo,  in 
1553  3  and  again  at  Alcala,  in  1578,  each  edition  (I  believe)  being 
in  4  thin  folio  volumes.  A  copy  of  the  last^edition  only  was  in  the 
Hadeian  Library.  They  are  all  scarce  books,  and  written  in  the  Spsi* 
nish  language.  Vasjius  wrote,  in  Latin,  (''  stilo  baud  ingrato'')  hb 
Ckromcle  of  the  Spanish  Affairs,  published  at  Cologne  in  1567>  8vo. 
enlarged  in  1577>  8vo. — to  be  found  in  Bel's  Collection.  Garibat 
published  (in  the  Spanish  language),  ''  A  Compendium,  or  Abridge* 
ment  of  the  Chronicles  and  General  History  of  the  Kings  of  Spain  ;** 
at  Antwerp,  1571,  in  four  folio  volumes ;  a  work  of  great  instrinsic 
worth,  and  rare  occurrence  in  a  perfect  condition.  It  was  republished> 
in  4  folio  volumes,  at  Barcelona,  in  1628  3  and  (says  Meuseliu^ 
whatever  Antonio  and  Lenglet  du  Fresnoy  may  say  to  the  contrary^ 
there  never  was  a  third  edition  of  it.  Meuselius'  account  (borrowed 
ftom  Antonio)  of  the  plan,  eneigies,  judgment,  and  talents  of  QbxI* 
bay,  will  make  the  ''  young  man*'  sigh,  and  the  ''  old  man"  weep^ 
if  he  do  not  speedily  become  master  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  edi- 
tions here  specified ;  and  yet  I  look  in  vain  for  a  copy  of  Garibay  in 
many  of  our  richest  bibliopolistic  catalogues. 

But  ere  we  turn  our  backs  on  Chronicles,  let  us  bestow  one 
minute's  attention  on  that  of  the  "  Coronica  de  los  Moros  de  Espana,** 
published  at  Valencia,  in  1618,  folio,  of  which  Jaymk  Bleda  was  the 
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•  TMrafds  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century^  ap- 
|M»ired  a  few  of  the  multifarioos  productions  ctf  the 
most  accomplished^  most  courageoas,  but  most  tyran* 
nical  nobleman  of  the  a^.  It  is  of  Diego  Hurt  ado 
DB  Mbndoza,  author  of  the  famous  Life  of  Lazarith 
de  Tormes,*  that  I  would  thus  be  understood  to  speak. 
He  was  no  professed  chronicler  or  historian ;  but  his 
account  of  the  fFiar  of  Grenada,'^  of  which  he  was 
almost  an  eyewitness^  is  considered^  with  great  justice, 
to  be  among  the  most  valuable  productions  of  that 

author.  The  subject  is  full  of  ft'ightful  interest^  and  the  author  is 
called  by  Meuselius  "  the  torch  and  trumpet^*'  by  which  the  expul- 
sioQ  of  the  Moors  was  effected.  Bleda  was  one  of  their  most  inve- 
terate enemies.  His  book^  nevertheless,  contains  some  very  curious 
particulars;  which,  (I  suppose)  together  with  its  rarity,  caused  CoL 
Stanley's  copy  of  it — *'  remarkably  fine,  splendidly  bound  in  rusua, 
by  R«  Payne,*'  to  produce  the  sum  of  fl,  10s.  Messrs.  P^yne  and  Foss 
mark  a  fine  copy  of  it  in  russia,  with  joints,  at  41.  4s*  .A  copy,  in 
ordinaiy  veUum  binding,  was  sold  at  Don  Antonio  Conde's  sale  for 
tLSs.  Was  not  this  book  translated  into  English  by  Taubman^  in 
1687>  Svo.  ?  And  let  us  not  foiget,  that  a  4to.  volume^  descriptive 
of  the  expulsicm  of  the  Moors  from  Spain,  was  published  at  Pampe^ 
luna,  in  161S,  by  Marco  de  Guadal^iara  :  See  BM,  Hark  vol.  ii,  n^. 
S511. 

*  Bouterwek  (History  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Literature,  vol.i. 
p.  205,  edit.  1823 )  tells  us,  that  the  only  editions  of  the  "  Vida  de 
LazarUlo  de  Tormes"  now  in  circulation,  are  printed  after  thi^  pub- 
lished at  Saragossa,  in  the  year  1652,  with  De  Luna's  corrections 
and  continuations.  De  Luna  added  a  second  part  to  the  story ;  fmr 
Mendoza,  in  his  maturer  years,  never  felt  inclined  to  finish  the  comic 
work  which  he  had  commenced  in  his  youth.  Was  Bouterwek  aware 
that  the  first  edition  of  this  brilliant  little  performance,  by  Men- 
doza, was  published  at  Burgos,  in  1554,  l^mo. : — and  that  a  certain 
Noble  Duke,  at  the  sale  of  the  library  of  a  certain  gaUant  Colonel, 
gave  tJwrty  guineas  for  a  copy  oi  this  little  black  letter  bijou  ? 

t  Guerra  de  Grenada,  8sc.  Escrimola  D.  Diego  Hurtado  de  Meftr 
doxa,  Falenda,  1776>  4to.    Best  edition:  containing  the  bestljife  of 
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period— whether  for  purity  of  style,  or  importance  of 
matter. 

But  towards  the  end  of  the  same  century,  appeared 
the  solidly  valuable  volume  of  Makiana  ;  a  name^ 
which  reflects  lustre  on  Spanish  history.  The  labours 
of  Mariana  have  been  the  foundation  of  those  of  many 
subsequent  publications — abridged  or  amplified,  man 
or  less— under  the  name  of  the  same  historian ;  and  at 
this  day,  I  believe,  those  who  possess  what  is  called 
the  last  and  best  edition  pf  Mariana,  possess  a  work 
which  is  daily  rising  in  estimation,  price,  and  rarity.* 

its  extraordinary,  but  blopdy-minded  author.  Q^ner,  ta  his  P^- 
4ects,  (if  my  memory  do  not  deceive  me)  has  a  dedication  to  him  ; 
and  so  has  the  younger  Aldus^  in  one  of  his  portions  of  the  Fhiloso^ 
phical  Works  of  Cicero^  The  preceding  work  obtained  for  the 
9|fthpr  the  name  of  the  Spanish  S^XvLust. 

.^  M4MIAVA  is  the  Father  of  Spanish  History — properly  so  calledf 
His  work  first  appeared  in  the  Iiatin  loiiguage  a^  Toledo^  in  159S« 
foUo.  According  to  the  Harle^  Catalogue^  vol.  ii.  n^.  S489>  this 
edition  contained  only  twenty  books,  and  the  remaining  ten  books 
Wfi^^  published  at  Franckfort  in  \G06.  Yet  Bnmet  says>  so^ie  copies 
^ve  tiie  date  of  1$9%>  with  five  of  these  additional  books ;  and  other 
CQpiefi  a  fresh  title  page>  dated  ^595j  with  the  same  five  additioofi) 
f>pqk8e  And  U^  the  careful  collector  beware^  that  this  edit.  pbiv. 
of  Mariana  (159S)  is  not  only  the  rarest^  but  the  most  correct  and 
valuable^  of  all  the  impressions  of  the  author^  especially  in  the  Latin 
jtpngue.  It  was  translated  by  the  author  himself,  with  additions 
and  corrections^  into  the  Spanish  language,  and  published  at  Toledo, 
in  2  folio  volumes,  in  IGOl.f  Of  this  edition,  a  copy,  in  red  morocco, 
waJ9  sold  for  42.  I0«.  at  the  sale  of  the  White  Knights  Library.  B?* 
{orQ.the  year  1700,  there  were  at  least  six  reimpressions  of  this  Spa- 
nish version ;  of  which  the  third  reimpression,  at  Madrid,  in  1623, 
foliOf  2  vols,  was  the  last  published  during  the  life  of  the  author. 


f^  $0e  an  expelltot  accoiwt  of  tfoe  men^,  of  Mari^i^'s  IliB^ry  in  Bouienaek^t 
Jlfittory  qf  Spanish  and  Porh^guefe  Literature^,  irol.  1,  Pt.4^5,,  &c.  1823^  870. 2  rolf. 
if«rian»,  after  the  example  of  Caitiinal  Bembo,  in  his  History  of  Venice,  wrote 
kit  luBtorj  first  in  Latin,  and  afterwards  translated  it  into  Spanish.    Of  the  IiStin 
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.  The  very  opening,  of  the  eighteenth  cebtftiy  wit^ 
iiessed  the  labours  of  I.  db  Fbrreras.  His  history 
bccupies  sixteen  qnarto  volumes ;  but  when  one  will 
pead  this  historian^  one  hundred  will  consult  Mariamt. 
A  yet  more  elaborate  production  appeared  in  the  Hi^ 
ioria  de  EspaAa  of  Masdsu^  in  1783,  in  20  vol.  4to. : 
and/ this,. I  believe,  is  the  last  historical  work*  which 

Jn  the  year  1699»  Ci^tain  John  Stevens  translated  this  version  into 
our  language^  in  folio^  and  a  copy  of  it  may  be  seen  in  the  library  of 
the  Royal  Institution.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss  mark  a  copy  of  this 
translation^  on  larob  paper>  at  21.  Vis,  6d. 

I  pass  by  all  reimpressions  of  the  Spanish  text>  till  I  come  to  that 
hi  1780,  published  by  lbarra»  at  Madrid,  in  two  folio  volumes*  with 
the  tables  of  Summaris.  A  more  beautiful  book  has  rarely  issued 
from  the  Spanish  press :  and  it  is  worthy,  in  all  respects,  of  the  re- 
putation of  Ibarra.  There  is  a  delicious  copy  of  it  at  Althotp,  upon 
fine  or  laros  papbb,  bound  in  French  red  morocco.  But  by  hr  the 
best  and  most  important  edition  of  Mariana,  is  that  with  the  **  Cri» 
Heal  Notes,  and  Chrofiological  Tables**  of  Nooubra  t  Ramon>  pub- 
lished by  patriotic  subscription  at  Valencia,  in  1788— '1796>  in  9 
thin  folio  volumes.  Complete  sets  of  this  edition  are  difficult  to  find* 
The  magnificent  ^t  of  Colonel  Stanley,  ''  bound  in  seven  volumes  ; 
in  black  morocco,  [wherefore  black  y]  by  Walther,'*  was  purchased 
by  Mr.  Drummond,  for  221.  A  perfect  set  is  at  Althoip.  An  editioiit 
most  ably  continued  by  I.  Jf«  Miniana,  was  published  at  Madrid  in 
1794,  in  10  vols.  8vo.  and  may  be  had  for  a  reasonable  sum,  accord- 
ing  to  the  binding.     See  MeuseL  Bibl.  Hist.  vol.  vL  p.  137. 

*  I  will  briefly  dispatch  the  above  authors.  The  work  of  Ferreras 
was  published  under  the  title  of  "  Synapsis  Historica  Chranologica  de 
E^na,  at  Madrid,  in  1700—1732,  in  16  quarto  volumes  :  again  ia 
1775-91,  in  17  quarto  volumes ;  of  which  latter  edition  a  copy  was 
sold  at  the  sale  of  Don  Antonio  Conde*s  library,  for  52. 2#.  6d.    This 


edition,  a  very  elegant  fbUo  was  published  in  1758.  The  Spanish  names  of 
sons  and  places  are,  however,  latinized  in  a  manner  so  artificial,  as  to  render  them 
no  less  umnteQigihle  than  the  names  in  Cardinal  Bemho's  history. .  .The  dic- 
tion of  Mariana  is  perfectiy  fanltiess,h!s  descriptions  picturesque,  withoatpoetfe 
ornament :  and  his  narratire  style,  may,  on  the  whole,  be  accounted  a  liiodci^ 
P.-457. 
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has.  been  pnblislied  on  the  Continent,*  exclusively  re- 
lating to  Spanish  history.  In  our  own  country,  in 
tibe  present  century,  we  boast  of  the  most  splendid 
work,  of  awif  period,  connected  with  that  interesting 
kingdom ;  I  mean,  Mr.  Murphy's  magnificent  folio 
volume,  published  in  1816,  and  devoted  to  iheAntiqui^ 
ties  of  the  Arabs  in  Spain ;  a  work,  beyond  all  price,  if 
ibe  brilliancy  and  beauty  of  the  plates  be  considered.^ 

is  a  work  of  more  labour  than  intrinsic  worth.  In  the  sanae  space 
the  author  might  have  written  a  complete  history  of  the  Spanish 
nation.  De  Ferreras  was  sorely' beset  by  antagonists  of  various  de- 
scriptions^ during  its  progress ;  but  he  defended  himself  with  one  of 
Homer's  sevenfold  shields^  and  bade  them  defiance ;  scribbling  on^ 
doggedly  and  undauntedly,  to  the  very  last.  His  toil  was  his  hap- 
piness. The  five  latter  volumes  contain  some  valuable  matter,  from 
An  anonymous  but  erudite  author. 

Of  Masdeus  " HisUma  critica  de  Espaha,  y  de  la  cuUura  etpa* 
lioia,"  published  at  Madrid,  in  1783^1797^  in  90  vols.  4to.  I  am 
not  able  to  pronounce  one  syllable  in  commendation.  On  the  con- 
irary,  Meuselius  dismisses  it — from  vrhat  he  had  seen  of  it— in  no 
very  courteous  manner :  BM,  Hist.  voL  vi.  part  i.  p.  169  :  andBnu 
net  merely  gives  the  tide. 

*  Too  much  can  hardly  be  said  in  commendation  of  this  extraor- 
dinary and  most  exquisite  work^  which  contains  lOO  engmvings 
{ebiefly  by  Fittler  and  Landseer)  illustrative  of  the  most  remarkable 
Mmains  of  architecture,  sculpture,  painting,  mosaics,  &c.  of  the 
Arabians  in  the  Peninsula.  The  author  devoted  the  best  part  of  an 
active  life  to  researches  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  connected  with  the 
antiquities  of  either  country ;  but  he  did  not  live  to  witness  the  pub- 
'ttcaition  of  this  his  most  maonificbnt  labour.  At  the  present  mo* 
nlent,  I  hardly  know  any  thing  of  the  kind  to  compare  with  it.  The 
ibtesiors,  described  both  by  the  pencil  and  pen,  have  the  e£fect  of 
.enchantment.  A  delicacy,  brilliancy,  singularity,  and  even  daz* 
zliag  richness,  are  the  characteristics  of  most  of  them.  .  What  has 
been  before  said  {Bihliogr.  Decameron,  vol.  ii.  p.  391,)  may  be  re* 
/peated,  in  regard  to  this  wonderful  volume.  The  most  melancholy 
Tpa^t  of  the  history  attached  to  it,  is^  the  prodigious  diminution  of  the 
original  price.    It.wt^  published -at  40  guineas.    It  maynowbepio. 
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The  History  of  the  Moors  in  Spam^  by  Wiluah 
JBouRKi:,  in  1811^  4to.  may  not  be  considered  an  ior 
appi'opriate,  or  unprofitable  work:  while  the  ooof 
jtiigfaly  praised,  and  yet  not  forgotten,  Travels  of  fFU- 
Uam  Townsend.in  Spain,  should  always  be  considered 
as  of  sterling  and  unchangeable  value. 
. ,  The  name  of  Spain  has  been  indeed  of  late  yeais 
fitmiliarised  to  Englishmen^  in  a  manner  not  to  be 
easily  eradicated  from  the  annals  of  either  country ; 
while  that  of  the  illustrious  chieftain,  by  whose  unpa- 
ralleled military  talents  the  country  in  question  has 

cared  for  less  than  one-half  of  that  sum :  but  its  merits  ooatimie  to 
he  of  the  same  high  cast  of  character.  How  much  (me  of  these  intt- 
riors  edipses^  the  mongrel  intermixture  of  gothic  and  semi«gothic 
of  aU  ages^  which  we  have  been  lately  accustomed  to  behold  in  a 
certain  edifice^-  built  on  the  plan  of  an  abbey,  but^  in  fact,  intend^ 
fi>r  the  exdusiye  domestic  residence  of  a  Gentleman  and  his  Dwarf  } 
To  return  to  the  interior,  or  textual,  worth  of  the  Tolume.  Mur- 
phy left  no  materials  behind  for  the  text.  The  chapter  of  the  ancient 
History  of  the  Arabs  was  written  by  Dr.  Gillies.  The  History  of 
the  Moors  was  translated  from  Arabic  MSS.  by  Mr.  Shakspearet,  the 
Hindostanee  professor  of  Hertford  college — and  the  remainder  of  the 
Todume,  on  the  Arts,  Sciences,  &c.  of  the  Moors,  by  the  Rev.  H. 
Home— who  drew  up  the  letter  press  for  the  iUustration  of  the  plates : 
two  performances,  which  the  author  of  them  describes  to  me  as  being 
among  the  most  laborious  of  his  literary  calling. 
'  And  here,  ere  we  take  leave  of  Jambs  Cavanah  Moepbt,  (a  name, 
united  with  all  tender  and  all  honourable  reminiscences  ?)  let  ne 
notice  his  '^  Plans,  Elevations,  Sections,  and  Views  of  the  Chuteh  fjf 
Baialha,  in  the  province  of  Estramadura,  in  Portugal;*  with  the  his- 
tory and  description  of  the  building,  by  F.  L.  de  Souza  :  to  whidir  is 
prefixed  an  Introductory  Discourse  upon  the  principles  of  GkiChic  ar- 
chitecture. There  are  twenty-seven  plates.  Add  to  this,  the  same 
Author's  **  Travels  in  Portugal,  in  the  years  1789—1790.  *  Ltmd. 
^795, 4to.,  with  twenty-four  plates.  These  latter  publications,  fie 
obtained  at  very  reasonable  prices,  and  should  be  in  the  librvi^.^ 
all  pien  of  cultivated  taste,  with  well  garnished  purses.       .,  - . ,  .,^^.^ 
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be^n  made  the  teene  of  so  many  spkndid  victoria 
Over  the  first  Marshals  of  the  age  •  . ; .  will  necessai^ 
aij  furnish  hints,  and  lead  to  the  coUedtion  of  mate- 
rials from  which  the  more  recent  history  of  Spain 
cannot  fail  to  be  rendered  of  the  greatest  possible  in- 
terest to  posterity.  Mr.  Southey's  History  of  the 
Peninsular  ff^ar  has  gallantly  led  the  way  to  the  com- 
pletion of  a  series  of  works,*  which  may  prove  nearly 
as  interesting  to  other  countries  as  to  our  own. 

*  A  Seribs  op  WoBKt,  illustrated  with  engravings^  (somewhat 
after  the  plan  of  the  Campaigns  of  Marlboro*  and  Eugene,)  devoted 
to  the  Peninsular  War^  would  indeed,  if  properly  conducted  and 
executed,  be  productive  of  equally  delightful  and  beneficial  results. 
But  the  expense  must  ever  (I  fear)  deter  from  the  undertaking; 
unless  our  government  (as  France  did,  in  the  time  of  Napoleon)  in 
part  patronise  it.  I  have  seen  sketches,  and  finished  drawings,  by  a 
Toung  Officer — himself  a  participator  in  every  scene  delineated— 
which  would  form  admirable  illustrations  of  Mr.  Southey*s  pages : 
if  indeed  they  could  be  brought  within  the  compass  of  a  quarto  vo- 
lume. The  only  work  of  any  importance  (which  I  have  seen)  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  and  illustrated  by  plates,  or  rather  etchings^ 
is  that  of  Captain  Battt,  under  the  title  of  **  Campaign  of  the  Left 
Wmg  of  the  Allied  Army,  in  the  Western  Pyrenees,  and  South  of 
France,  in  the  years  1810—14.**  Lond.  1823,  4 to.  I  am,  of  course^ 
incompetent  to  pronounce  judgment  on  the  intrinsic  value  of  a  woric 
of  this  kind ;  although  it  had  such  charms  for  me,  that  I  borrowed 
**  an  hour  or  twain**  of  the  night,  to  add  to  the  day — ^in  order  to 
read  it  through  at  one  sitting:  and  I  fancied  that  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  planned  and  conducted  his  marches,  sieges,  and  battles, 
with  the  same  fieusility  and  success  as  Phillidor  played  his  most  bril- 
liant games  of  chess.  And  through  what  a  romantic  country — ^was 
this  magnificent  campaign  conducted,  and  brought  to  a  brilliant 
dose! } 

The  views  of  Captain  Batty  are  well  chosen:  and  although  the  ne- 
cessary effect  of  etchings  (as  in  many  of  the  best  prints  of  Rem- 
brandt) gives  us  too  dense  a  shadow  in  some  places,  and  too  flicker- 
ing a  light  in  others,  yet  on  the  whole,  these  plates  are  extremely 
gitttiffing^  and  in  some  instances  master-like.   But  in  the  account  of 
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PrcTURSBOifB  Publications  relating  to  Spain*  let  me  not  omit  to 
mention — with  the  warmth  of  commendation  which  they  merit — the 
Vietcs  in  Spain,  drawn  upon  etone*  by  Messrs.  Westell,  Harding,  and 
Hullmandel,  from  Sketches  made  on  the  spot  by  Edward  Hawkb 
Ix>cKKR,  Esq.  in  the  autumn  of  1813 — now  in  (he  course  of  publica* 
tion^  at  16<.  a  number.  Lovelier  specimens  of  the  lithographic  art 
(iigainst  which,  by  the  by,  few  entertain  stronger  objection^  than 
myself)  or  more  romantic  scenery,  connected  with  great  military 
events,  have  been  rarely  submitted  to  the  approving  voice  of  the  puftn 
lie*  I  strongly  recommend  these  elegant  numbers  to  all— interested 
in  the  recent  history  of  ijpain. 


I  ■!*'•  A  J 
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Brief  as  may  be  the  preceding  account  respecting 
the  best  Histories  of  Spain j  I  fear  both  the  youthful 
and  elderly  Collector  will  be  disposed  to  censure  the 
more  palpable  brevity  of  that  respecting  Portugal. 
My  object^  in  both  instances^  must  be,  exclusively^ 
utility ;  and  although  a  fuller  detail  might  be  yet  more 
useful — ^it  would  be  incompatible  with  the  object  of 
this  work  to  admit  it.  In  regard  to  Portugal,  there- 
fore, after  requesting  my  '^  young  **  reader  to  whet 
his  appetite  for  the  keener  relish  of  the  belles-lettres 
luxuries  of  both  Spain  and  Portugal,  by  the  perusal  of 
Mr.  Southet/s  Travels*  in  these  countries,!  must  exhort 
him  to  procure  with  all  imaginable  earnestness,  anxi- 
ety, and  delight — and  with  a  fearless  disregard  of  its 
expense — the  Bibliotheca  husitana  Historica,  Critica^ 
€   Chronologica   of  Barbosa    Machado  :i*  a  work, 

• 

*  '^  Letters  toritten  during  a  short  residence  in  Spain  and  Portugal, 
wth  some  account  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Poetry/'  17^>  8vo.  A 
€iir  copy  may  be  worth  105.  6d.  Who  does  not  wish  such  a  work  to 
be  enlarged,  by  a  revisitation  of  the  same  countries^  by  the  same 
traveller  ? 

f  The  very  mention  of  this  invaloable  work  throws  onb  of  my 
most  intimate  bibliographical  friends,  and  knight-companions  of  the 
Roxburghe  Round  Table,  into  inconceivable  ecstasies :  the  more  so, 
peradventure»  because  his  copy  of  it  (containing  the  fourth  volume) 
Is  one  of  the  very  few  complete  copies  of  it  in  England.  Lord  Spencer 
gave  l^l.  Z^s,  for  the  copy  in  the  collection  of  Don  J.  Antonio  Conde. 
The  work  in  question,  for  which  Mr.  Bohn  rummaged  Bavaria,  and 
Mr.  John  Payne,  Italy,  to  no  purpose,  has  the  general  title  of  '*  Bibi 
Uotheca  Lusitana  Historica,  Critica,  e  Chronologica.  Ne  qual  se 
comprehende  a  Noticia  dos  Authores  Portuguezes,  e  das   OhraSj  qufi 
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beyond  all  competition  and  beyond  all  praise;  but 
till  of  late  years — and  even  perhaps  at  this  present 
moment — of  the  most  extreme  difficulty  of  acquisi* 
tion.  This  is  the  great  Oracle  for  him  to  consult ; 
especially  if  he  be  deeply  versed  in  the  Portuguese 
language. 

Secondly,  as  to  Histories,  I  shall  mention  only 
three :  but  the  first  of  these,  (of  which  the  foundation 
was  laid  by  Osorio,  and  De  Brito)  complete  in  all 
its  parts,  and  in  good  preservation,  will  make  the 
reader  thoroughly  versed  in  the  history  of  Portugal, 
down  to  the  year  1423.  From  that  period,  the  labours 
of  La  Clede  and  of  Antonio  Caietano  de  Sousa  will 
carry  his  acquaintance  with  it  down  to  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  Hence,  to  the  present  times^ 
the  helps  are  neither  few  nor  uncommon.  To  begin 
with  OsoRio,  his  works  were  published  complete  in 
the  Latin  tongue  (and  elegant  is  the  Latinity  of  this 
author :  perhaps  equal  to  that  of  Buchanan  or  Mari- 
ana) at  Rome,  in  1592,  in  four  small  folio  volumes. 
His  History  of  Don  Sebastian  is  a  capital  perform- 
ance. That  of  Emanuel  King  of  Portugal  was  first 
published  in  1571  in  folio ;  and  his  History  of  Portu- 
gal was  translated  into  French  and  published  in  1581^ 
and  1587:  as  well  as  in   1581,  folio.*     Bernardo 

compuserdo  desde  o  tempo  da  promulgafdo  da  Ley  da  Grafo  at4o  tempo 
prezente,  Sfc,  por  Deogo  Barbosa  Machado.  Lisboa;  1741-1759^ 
folio.  The  seven  indexes  in  the  fourth  volume  are  a  model  of  dili- 
gence>  exactness,  and  general  utility.  Meuselius^  Bibl,  Hist,  vol.  v. 
part.  i.  p.  104^  is  at  once  copious  and  encomiastic  respecting  this 
work.  Brunet  calls  it  ''  rare  in  France.*'  Rare  indeed  it  is — not  in 
France  only>  but  in  England^  in  Germany^  and  Portugal  itself. 

*  These  pieces  are  all  rare>  but  to  be  obtained  at  slender  prices. 
I  am  given  to  understand  that  Messrs.  Heber  and  Sonthey  possess 
themaU. 


i 


HISTOBX  OF  PORTUGAL.  S«(f 

DB  Brito's  portion  of  the  work  about  to  be  described^ 
comprehends  only  two  partSj  or  volumes ;  of  which 
the  first  bears  the  title  of  ^^  Monorchia  Ltmtana  com^ 

m 

pasta  por  Frey  Bernardo  de  BritOy  &c.  ^  the. first  part 
appeared  in  1597^  the  second  in  1609.  The  second 
and  third  parts  were  compiled  and  published  by  An- 
tonio Brand AO^  in  1632 :  the  fifth  and  sixth  parts  by 
Francisco  Brandao^  in  1550-1673:  the  seventh  by 
Raphael  de  Iesus^  in  1683 :  the  eighth  part  ap- 
peared in  1729,  with  many  improvements  and  cor* 
rections  of  the  seventh  part,  by  Emanuel  dos  Santos 
— the  most  learned  and  competent  of  all  the  succes- 
sors of  Bernardo  de  Brito.*    Emanuel  also  composed 

*  I  MTill  here  briefly  give  an  account  of  this  valuable  perforroaoce* 
Bernardo  de  Bbito  was  a  Cistercian  monk.  The  first  part  of  his 
work  (above  entitled)  was  printed  in  1697>  in  the  Monagierp  ofAl^ 
coba^a,  a  town  in  the  province  of  Estramaduraj  and  famoos  for  the 
sepulture  of  the  ancient  Eangs  of  FortugaLf  Some  copies  of  this 
first  volume  have  the  title  of  Geografia  Antigua  da  Lusitania,  with  a 
different  pagination^  and  the  same  date,  with  the  word  Alcobofa,  onlj. 
The  second  part  or  volume  was  published  at  Lisbon,  in  1609 }  and 
both  parts  were  reprinted  there  in  1690>  folio.  The  third  and  fourth 
volumes  were  compiled  by  Antonio  Bran  dao^  also  a  Cistercian 
monk ;  and  were  printed  at  Lisbon  in  1632,  folio^  '8  vols,  Thia 
brings  the  history  down  to  the  year  1 279,  only.  Francisco  Br  and  la 
contributed  the  fifth  and  sixth  parts  or  volumes,  published  at  Lisbon 
in  1672.  This  brings  the  history  down  to  1325.  The  seventh  part 
was  composed  by  Raphael  de  Ibsus^  a  Benedictine  monk^  at  lis- 
bon,  1683.  The  same  writer  (who  died  in  1693)  also  comjnledlhe 
eighth  and  ninth  parts,  but  they  were  deemed  unworthy  of  publi- 
cation; and  indeed  the  seventh  part,  published  by  him,  is  the 
weakest  portion  of  the  whole  performance.  Superior  to  all  his  pte- 
decessors,  with  the  exception  of  Bernardo  de  Brito,  was  the  conti- 


t  Tlic  history  of  this  celebrated  monaatery  was  poblished  at  Coimbn^  1710, 
folio,  part  i. :— the  second  part  at  the  same  place  in  1724.  The  first,  under  the 
titie  of  Alcoba^a  Jliuttrmda:  the  second,  of  Atcobafa  VintHcadu, 
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a  ninth  and  tenth  part :  ndther  of  whicfa^  it  should 
Iteem^  has  been  committed  to  the  press.  At  least, 
MeoseliuSy  in  his  Supplement  (vol.  xi.  p.  78)  adds 
nothing  to  his  previous  intelligence  on  this  subject, 
frhe  same  M eusehus  has  marshalled  the  authorities  of 
Antonio^  Schmauss,  Barbosa  Machado^  Freytag,  and 
Clement — to  say  nothing  of  that  of  Gerhard  Ernesti  dd 
Franckenau — in  the  ivarmest  commendation  of  thi* 
elaborate  performance. 

< :  Db  La  Clede's  Histoire  GSnSrale  de  Portugal  was 
published  in  two  volumes  quarto^  and  in  eight  vo^ 
kimes  8vo.  1735.  As  this  work  appears  to  have  met 
With  considerable  approbation  in  the  Nova  Acta  Eru^ 
dii.  An.  1744  (from  which  Meuselius  borrows  his  cri- 
tieism)  and  as  the  price  of  it  is  sufficiently  reasonable, 
I  recommend  its  purchase  to  all  classes  and  all  ages 
of  readers.*  Hie  work  of  Antonio  Caietano  db 
SousA  is  of  a  more  important  cast ;  comprehending  a 
greater  quantity  of  matter,  displaying  a  greater  range 
of  research,  and  evincing  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  laws,  customs,  antiquities,  and  earlier  records 
of  the  country.  It  appeared  in  twelve  large  quarto 
volumes,  at  Lisbon,  1735-47,  under  the  title  of  '^  His^ 
toria  Geneahgica  da  Casa  Real  Portugueza  desde  a 

Dilator  Emanuel  dos  Santos*  who  compiled  the  eighth*  ninth*  and 
tenth  parts*  which  hring  the  history  down  to  the  year  14^*  but  of 
which*  it  should  seem,  only  the  eighth  part  was  published^  under  the 
title  of  Monorchia  Lusitana,  Parte  VIIL  Lisboa,  17^9*  folio.  Thus 
Ae  ninth  and  tenth  parts  are  yet  desiderated  in  print.  The  work  is 
Jlronounced  by  G.  Ernesti  de  Franckenau  to  be  ^'  monumentum 
sre  perennius.**  A  complete  copy  of  it*  as  far  as  it  goes*  may  be 
worth  122. 12«. 

*  This  useful  work  was  translated  into  the  Portuguese  language* 
and  published,  with  notes,  at  Lisbon*  in  1797>  in  sixteen  octavo 
▼olomes. 
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sua  arigem  otti  o  prezente  com  as  Familias  illustres^* 
&c. :  to  which  work  was  added  a  very  extraordinary 
supplement,  by  the  same  author— called  "  Provas 
da  Historia  genealogica  da  Casa  Real  Portugueza^ 
tiradas  dos  Instrvmentos  dos  Archivos  do  Torrk  do 
Tomho^'  &c/' ;  published  at  Lisbon,  in  1739,  in  six 
quarto  volumes.  Barbosa  Macliado  (vol.  i.  p.  228 ; 
vol.  iv.  p.  28)  is  full  of  commendation  upon  this  very 
admirable  genealogical  and  diplomatic  performance. 
Lastly,  he  who  wants  to  dig  deeper  into  Portuguese 
History,  by  exploring  inedited  or  unpublished  mate* 
rials,  will  do  well  to  possess  the  Colleqao  de  Vvroa 
ineditos  de  historia  Portugueza,  publicados  por  loss 
CoRBEA  DE  Serra,  at  Lisbon,  in  1790,  in  four  folio 
volumes.  And  thus  much  for  the  histories  of  Por<« 
tugal. 


^  .r^-t.vv 


fc  •  V»  .  t* 


[  sat  J 
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Mr.  D*Israeli^  in  his  New  Series  of  Curiosities  of 
Literature,^  has  devoted  a  short  but  animated  chapter 
to  THE  Italian  Historians.  It  is  clear  that  Machi- 
avel  is  a  mighty  favoarite  with  him  :  and  his  attacfa-<^ 
ment  to  that  historian  seems^  in  some  measure,  to 
increase,  in  proportion  to  the  feeling  of  his  having 
been  unjustly  ^^  calumniated :" — *^  the  great,  (says  he) 
may  we  add,  the  calumniated,  Machiavel  ?"  Be  it  so* 
My  present  purpose  is  merely  to  g^ve  almost  the 
briefest  posi^ble  list  of  general  Histories  of  Italy  ; 
leaving  the  chronicles  of  its  numerous  provinces;, 
cities,  towns,  villages,  and  parishes,  to  be  sought  after 
by  the  diligent  Collector  more  exclusively  attached  to 
such  a  pursuit.  In  our  own  country,  the  example  of 
Sir  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  Bart,  has  taught  us  what 
may  be  done  by  individual  energy  and  perseverance.*!* 

*  VoL  ii.  p.  SS7«  ^'  It  is  remarkable  (says  the  above  authority) 
that  the  country^  which  has  long  lost  its  political  independence^  may 
be  considered  as  the  true  parent  of  modern  history.  The  greater 
part  of  their  historians  have  abstained  from  the  applause  of  their  ocm* 
temporaries^  while  they  have  not  the  less  elaborately  composed  their 
posthumous  folios^  consecrated  solely  to  truth  and  posterity." 

f  The  catalogue  of  his  own  collection  of  Italian  Historiatu  and 
Topographers  was  privately  printed  in  1812  -,  and  afforded  an  extra* 
ordinary  proof  of  the  diligence  and  taste  of  the  CoUector;  especially 
when  we  consider  that  the  researches  of  that  same  CoUector  have 
been  almost  exclusively  confined  to  British  Antiquities— so  at 
to  make  him  a  very  bibliographical  Dbuid.  Sir  Richard*s  laiger 
libraxyj  confined  almost  wholly  to  British  Topography  and  History^ 
(and  of  which  twbnty-pivb  copies  only  of  a  privately  printed  cata^ 
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As  heretofore,  I  shall  begin  with  Collections  ;  and, 
at  the  head  of  all^  and  of  every  thing  of  a  similar  de^ 
scriptioDj  stand  the  Scriptares  Rerum  Italicarum^  col- 
lected by  the  immortal  Muratori  :*  a  name,  which 

iQgue  were  struck  o£F)  is  just  the  perfect  specimen  of  what  an  English 
country  gentleman^  devoted  to  such  pursuits^  should  strive  willi  all 
his  might  and  main  to  possess.  I  have  passed  more  than  one  pleas- 
ing and  profitable  hour  in  the  splendid  room  which  contains  the 
library  in  question. 

•*  If  ever  the  taste  and  perseverance  of  modem  times  should  give 
uSj  in  one  compressed  and  full-sized  octavo  volume^  a  good  Uterarp 
life  of  MuRATOBi^t  it  coidd  not  fail  to  be  generally  instructive.  At 
once  the  friend  as  well  as  the  proteg6  of  Charles  Borromeo— -and 
equally  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Magliabecchi,  MabiUoOj 
Fapebrochy  Maffei>  and  Quirini-— what  would  not  a  life  of  netfdy 
fourscore^  (as  was  Muratori*s)  devoted  to  such  society,  in  the  inter* 
vals  of  stupendous  labour,  put  us  in  the  possession  of— if  its  details 
were  faithfully  and  judiciously  developed  ?  !  But  my  object  must  be 
stnctly  bibliographical.  Although  Muratori  lived  to  publish  roRTT* 
BIX  70LI0  VOLUMES,  thtrty-fouT  quartos,  and  thirteen  octavos,  1  have 
liere  only  to  notice  those  which  are  connected  with  his  History  and 
Antiquities  of  Italy.  The  Rerum  ItaUcarum  Scriptores  were  pub- 
liahedin  1723-1751  in  twenty- five  folio  volumes,  usually  bound  in 


t  **  The  name  of  Muratori  will  be  forever  connected  with  the  literatnre  of 
his  country.  Above  nxty  years  of  his  peaceable  life  were  consumed  in  the  excr- 
cites  of  study  and  devotion;  his  numerous  writings  on  the  subjects  dfkMory,  tn^ 
ifmMety  reUgion,  morab,  and  crMcUm,  atte  imprcBsed  with  sense  and  knowla^gll, 
with  moderation  and  candonr.  He  moved  hi  the  narrow  cirde  of  an  Italian  prkali 
hRt  *  desire  of  £reedom>  a  ray  of  philosophic  light  sometimes  breaks  through  hip 

own  prejudices  and  those  of  his  readers The  more  strenuous  labours  of  his 

life  were  devoted  to  the  general  and  particular  history  of  Italy.  His  AnHquitUt, 
both  in  the  vulgar  and  the  Latin  tongue,  exhibit  a  curious  piclnre  of  the  lawvanfl 
ttlmneraof  the  middle  age ;  and  a  correct  text  is  justified  by  a  copious  Appendix 
ff  aathentic  documents.  His  Annait  are  a  faithAil  abstract  of  the  twenty-eight 
fioUo  volumes  of  original  historians ;  and  whatsoever  faults  may  be  noticed  in  this 
||reat  collection,  our  censure  is  disarmed  by  the  remark,  that  it  was  undertaken 
and  finished  by  a  single  man.  Muratori  will  not  aspire  to  the  fame  of  Ustoricill 
geidus :  bis  modesty  may  be  content  with  the  solid,  though  humble  praise,  tS(  Ih 
Impartial  critic  and  indefatigable  compiler."  Gibbon  }  HisceUanma  W\Mf;rA. 
ii.  p.  366-7.    sat.  1814.  ^ 
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Bight  have  been  introduced  with  the  hap|Nett  poi» 
aible  eflEect  in  the  recent  publication  just  alluded  tOw 

r 
■ 

twenty-eight  or  twenty-nine :  the  three  first  volumes  are  frequently 
bound  in  two  parts^  each ;  the  twenty-fourth  volume  has  an  Appen- 
dix :  the  twenty-fifth  volume  does  not  always  accompany  the  selr. 
Let  this  be  well  attended  to*  But  with  Muratori  must  be  procured 
what  is  called  the  supplement  or  continuation  of  Tabtini^  Ftoreni* 
1748-70:  two  vols,  folio :  and  the  Accessions  of  Mittabblli  pvb* 
Ushed  in  1771^  in  one  folio  volume^  at  Venice;  and  then  ...  '^  to 
BBST  . .  in  peace  !^ 

A  word  or  two,  now^  about  the  pecuniary  value  ofthese  wonderfU 
tomes.*  Until  the  peace  of  1814-15>  there  was  no  procuring  them* 
•carcely  even  for  ''  money'*-— for  '*  love^**  in  such  cases^  is  entirely 
oot  of  the  question.  Yet  I  believe  it  was  in  the  time  of  war,  whea 
osy  friend  Mr.  Heber  achieved^  of  aU  fortunate  achievements  the 
most  fortunate,  that  of  purchasing  a  set  of  Muratori  (alone)  for— - 
guess,  gentle  reader?— no,  thou  canst  not  guess— for,  thbbk  poumiw 
sioHTSBN  SHILLINGS  and  81ZPBNCB ! ! !  I  might  ask,  who  was  in  the 
room  besides  Mr.  Heber  (Mr.  Leigh  was  in  the  chair)  when  the^ 
hammer  fell  upon  this  lot  ?  Of  course.  Nobody.  There  seems  to. 
be  no  copy  of  Muratori  in  the  Roxburghe  or  White  Knights  Collec* 
tion ;  but  that  of  Mr.  Willet  (the  Merly  Library)  a  copy  in  twenty- 
seven  volumes,  in  vellum  binding,  was  sold  ford9{.  IBs, ;  and,asfKr 
back  as  the  PInelli  sale,  a  copy  on  laboe  papbb  was  sold  for  36/. 
Recently,  the  Scriptores  of  Muratori  have  appeared  in  the  catalogues 
of  our  booksellers.  Mr.  Bohn  marks  a  copy  In  twenty-nine  volumes^ 
in  vellum  binding,  at  351. :  and  Mr.  Thorpe,  with  the  addition  of 
Tartini,  in  thirty-one  volumes,  '^  uniform  and  complete/*  at  the  same 
sum.  My  friend  Mr.  Petrie  imported  his  copy,  in  similar  attire,  for 
pretty  nearly  the  same  sum.  I  have  just  before  said,  that  a  studious 
Collector  in  the  possession  of  the  Scriptores  of  Muratori,  with  the 
supplemental  volumes  of  Tartini  and  Mittarelli,  might — **  to  bxs^ 
...  in  peace  ,*"  but  I  do  not  think  his  slumbers  would  be  quite  so 


*  To  their  immortal  honour,  sevend  noblemen  generously  contributed  towards 
thfcxpeiiBesof  thitwork.    Not  fewer  than  sixteen  of  them  gave  4000  crowns 
a-itiece.    Aomr.  Die/.  Hisi,  vol.  viii.  p.  512.  What "  mighty  acts"  might  not  simi-  . 
lar  boontj,  in  this  country — the  wealthiest  in  the  world-^produce,  if  directed^^ 
into  similar  channels ! 


/ 
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Bot  Muratori  was  himself  an  Annalist ;  and  bis  nnited 
labours  place  him  in  the  highest  class  of  Italian  His- 
torians. The  names  of  Machiavel  and  Guicciardini 
are^  it  is  true^  the  most  popular  of  those  of  the  sam^ 
class  of  writers ;  but  the  former  has  confined  his  his* 
torical  researches  (strictly  so  considered)  to  the  City 

sweet,  unless  the  Jntiquitates  liaUcte  Medu  JEti  of  the  firstf — ^pub* 
lished  in  1738-1743>  in  six  folio  volumes— also  accompanied  the 
Scriptares :  and  of  this,  I  perceive  a  very  neat  copy  marked  at  JL 
178.  6d.  in  the  catalogue  of  Mr.  Bohn.  At  the  sale  of  the  Merly 
library,  a  similar  copy  was  sold  for  SI.  18#.  6d. 

Yet  the  night's  '^  rest**  would  be  still  more  perfect,  if  the  Novum 
Thesaurus  Veterum  Inscriptionum,  inpracipuisearundem  CollectUmUm$ 
hactenus  prcttermissarum,  Milan,  1739,  folio,  4  vols,  were  united  to 
the  preceding — especially  as  these  portly  tomes  may  be  obtained  for 
about  52.  bs.  Various  were  the  critiques  upon  this  work,  to  which 
the  cautious  Muratori  wisely  vouchsafed  not  a  reply.  The  JnnaU 
dlialiaj  by  the  same  great  man,  was  published  in  twelve  quarto  vo« 
himes,  at  Milan,  1744-49  :  and  are,  by  no  means,  scarce  or  dear. 
The  work  was  published  at  Lucca  in  1762-70,  in  fourteen  laige 
qoarto  tomes ;  of  which  the  thirteenth  contains  a  supplement  from 
1750  to  17G2.  Tlie  fourteenth  is  occupied  by  tables :  again,  another, 
edition  appeared  at  Munich,  in  1761,  4 to.  twelve  vols. ;  with  some 
critical  prolegomena  of  Catalani ;  and  a  fourth  reimpression  came 
oat  at  Naples  in  177S,  4to.  14  vols.  None  of  these  works  exceedr 
7#.  a  volume.  A  Continuation  of  these  Annals  was  published  hf. 
Oggeri  Vmcenti,  at  Rome,  in  5  vols.  8vo.  1790.  Brunet  (to  whom  I 
am  indebted  for  this  latter  information)  says,  that  an  edition  of  Mu*: 
ratori's  works  was  piinted  at  ArtzTto,  in  1767-80,  in  thirty-six  4to«. 
volumes ;  and  another  re-impression  of  his  works  appeared  at  Ve;iice» 
in  1790-1810,  in  forty-eight  octavo  volumes:  of  which  the  Annak:^ 
of  Italy  occupy  thirty-three  volumes,  including  the  six  volumes  which 
bring  the  work  down  to  1805.    And  thus  much  forMuKAToai. 


.    t  "1^8  Savansont  titrar^beinconp  de  faateset  dem^prises  dint  ce  wciii^ 
09  en  a  relev^  pluBienrs  dans  lea  Jonmaiix."    NeW'  Diet.  Hitt.  edit.  1804,  vo^«' 
viii.  p.  512.    The  work  wat  reprinted  at  Areszo^bnt  in  a  much  leii  beau^Vd  nMWh^^ 
ner,  in  seventeen  vols*  1777, 4to. 
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of  Florence;^  his  Ptince,  and  Reflections  an  the  UrsH 
Ten  Books  of  Livy^hdng  the  works  in  which  tbo 
acuteness  of  his  apprehension  and  the  depth  of  bis 
judgment  are  more  particularly  developed. 

As  an  historian^n  the  usual  acceptation  of  that  word» 

*  '^  The  great  Nicolo  Machiavelli^  whose  name  is  in  no  danger 
of  bdng  barie4  in  oblivion.  This  celebrity  is  his  due^  as  a  man  t^ 
profound  thought^  and  as  the  most  eloquent  historian,  and  most 
skilful  politician  that  Italy  has  produced.*'  Sismondi  ;  TranslaUd 
by  T.  Rascoe,  Esq.  1823,  vol.  ii.  p.  294.  ''In  his  History  of  FU^ 
fence,  dedicated  to  Pope  Clement  VH.,  he  instructed  the  Italians  in 
the  art  of  uniting  the  eloquence  of  history  with  depth  of  reflecUon. 
He  has  attached  himself,  much  less  than  his  predecessors  in  the  same 
line,  to  the  narration  of  military  events  ;  but  his  work,  as  a  history  of 
popular  passions  and  tumults,  is  a  masterpiece ;  and  Machiavelli  has 
completed,  by  this  noble  example  of  his  theories,  his  analysis  of  thfc 
human  heart.**  Ibid.  The  account  of  his  Principe^  in  these  pegt^ 
is  very  interesting.  Of  the  History  of  Florence,  the  first  ediCioB 
seems  to  be  either  that  of  R<me,  in  1531-2,  quarto,  by  Blado— hit 
that  by  the  Juntse  in  1532>  4to, :  which  latter  contains  the  Florttitiiie 
History  alone.  I  take  this  to  be  a  rare  and  precious  little  book ;  as 
well  as  the  Frincipe  of  the  same  date— and  yet,  probably  rarer  thn 
either,  is  the  Dmorsi  sopra  la  prima  Deca  di  Tito  Ltoio— printed  the 
year  preceding.  The  edition  of  Venice  of  1540,  published  by  the 
Aldine  Family,  four  parts  in  two  small  octavo  volumes,  (each  described 
by  Renouard)  containing  all  his  works,  is  very  scarce  to  procure  com- 
plete :  and  yet  scarcer  (according  to  Brunet)  is  the  reprint  of  ibis 
edition,  of  1546,  containing  the  same  parts.  But  it  should  seem  that 
the  genuine  edition  of  1550,  4to.  (Rome)  2  vols,  is  yet  preferable. 
A  fine  copy  of  it,  in  red  morocco,  was  sold  for  5/.  10s.  at  the  sale  of 
Colonel  Stanley's  library:  but  the  grand  edition  of  the  whole  of 
Machiavel's  works,  is  that  published  at  Milan,  by  the  enterprisiog 
and  high-spirited  Luigi  Mussi,  with  additions,  in  eleven  lai^  quarto 
volumes,  1810,  &c.  of  which  there  are  only  200  copies  onfine  veltan 
paper,  eight  on  blue  paper  (horrible  heresy !)  and  twelve  on  conmum 
paper.  Can  Mr.  D*Israeli  "  rest  in  peace"  without  one  of  the  200 
copies  of  THIS  edition  of  his  beloved  Machiavelli,  bound  in  blue  mo^ 
rocco  ?— orthodoxy  itself ! 


/ 
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GuicciARDiNi  may  be  considered  the  first  of  those  of 
Italy :  but  such  was  the  jealousy  or  the  fear  of  the 
higher  classes  of  his  country  men^that  the  text  of  his  hi8w» 
tory  continued  in  avery  mutilated,  and  palpably  corrupt 
state,  till  upwards  of  two  centuries  after  his  death.^ 

*  NiceroD>  who  has  unluckily  (and  I  may  say^  perhaps^  unac- 
eountably)  pas9ed  over  the  names  of  MachiavelU  and  Muratori— in 
his  incomparable  **  M4movres  pour  servir  H  VHistoire  des  Hommes  iZ- 
liutref J**— -has  given  us^  as  usual^  a  satisfeu:tory  account  of  the  publi- 
cations of  the  works  of  Guicciabdini— -*'  the  lieutenant-general  of 
the  papal  army^  who  had  been  so  close  and  so  indignant  an  observer 
of  the  Roman  cabinet,*' — says  Mr,  D*Israeli.  The  first  edition  of 
the  '^  htoria  d'ltalia  di  Fr.  Gutcdardini/*  wb9  published  in  a  hand- 
some folio  volume,  by  Torrentino,  at  Florence,  in  1561.  It  was 
published  after  the  death  of  the  author,  by  his  nephew,  Agnolo 
Gniccardini,  and  dedicated  to  Cosmo  de'  Medici,  Grand  Duke  of 
Florence.  This  edition  is  neither  complete  nor  correct  3  but  the 
carious  are  anxious  to  possess  it,  because  (says  Niceron,  voL  xvii. 
p.  106)  there  are  passages  in  it  which  have  been  omitted  in  other 
subsequent  editions.  Formerly  it  was  rare  and  high  priced.  Indeed, 
now,  it  is  of  uncommon  occurrence.  It  contains  only  sixteen  books 
of  the  history  3  and  was  reprinted  the  same  year,  at  the  same  place, 
in  two  8vo.  volumes.  The  history,  in  fact,  extends  only  from  the 
year  1490,  to  1526  $  but  as  Guicciardini  had  written  four  more  books, 
twinging  it  down  to  1532,  the  nephew  promised  to  publish  them  : 
and  although  an  edition  appeared  at  Venice,  in  1563,  4to.  it  was 
Sim  but  an  imperfect  work.  In  1564,  the  four  latter  books  first 
•  appeared,  at  Venke,  by  G.  de  Ferrari,  in  4to.  followed  by  summary 
notices,  and  numerous  annotations  by  Fapirio  Picedi,  at  Farma,  the 
same  year,  in  4to.  Then  appeared  the  Fenelian  edition,  by  Giolito, 
1567,  4to.  incorporating  the  whole.  Further  than  this  it  is  not  neces- 
:Sai7  to  push  the  bibliographical  history  of  Guicciardini*s  famous  woffk 
•—as  the  whole  was.  considered  to  be  in  a  most  corrupt  and  obscure 
state,  till,  from  the  editorial  care  of  the  Canon  FioBonbi,  and  from  an 
imcastratedMS.  preserved  in  theMagliabecchi  library,  a  new  and  per- 
oPBcv  BDiTioN  appeared  at  Florence,  in  1775,  4to.  4  vols :  and  un- 
less both  "  young"  and  "  old"  possess  this  edition,  they  have  not 
the  legitimate  text  of  Guicciardini/ '  The  late  Colonel .  Stanley,  who 
dearly  loved  to  have  the  best  works  of  the  best  writers  in  the  best 
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ymMlRmobUkM^Itai^,  by  D|BmK4/wiU  be  foiititt 
aaofdl  in  a  library  of  any  pretension  to  this  class  lofi 
ooUecting ;  as  well  as  the  History  of  fFestem  ltahf^\ 
by  the  same  writer,  which  was  published  in  1809^  in? 
m%  octavo  volumes**  Nor  let  Bossies  Ancient  and 
Modem  Italy,  now  in  a  course  of  publication^  {Milani 

9 

possible  conditioi)^  had  this  Florence  edition  of  Giucciardini  upoQ^ 
LARGE  PAPSRj  hound  in  blue  morocco,  fout  of  sheeUJ  by  Waliher;^ 
and  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Protheroe  of  Bristol,  for  291.  It.  at^ 
the  sale  of  the  ColoneVs  library,  in  1813.  An  ordinary  copy,  wett* 
bciund,  is  worth  4/.  14«.  ed.  This  edition  was  reprinted  at  Milan,  ib. 
1803,  in  10  octavo  volumes :  a  copy  of  which  may  be  had,  in  boards 
flit  about  2L 105.  OUr  Fenton*s  English  version  of  Gukciardini,  pub- 
lished at  London  16l6,  folio,  did  not  escape  Nlceron.  I  find  a  copy 
of  Fenton*s  translation  selling  at  the  sale  of  the  Roxburghe  library^' 
{dP.  8204)  for  bs.  6d,,  and  I  once  let  slip  a  golden  opportunity  o^ 
aecurtng  Master  Fenton's  **Historie  of  Guicciardin/*  bound  in  deli- 
cious old  blue  morocco,  with  gilt  on  the  leaves,  for  3s,  6d* 

.  *  Djbnina*s  Rivoluzioni  d Italia  was  publbhed  at  Torino  in  1769^^ 
4to.  3 vols. ;  and  maybe  worth  IZ.  lOs.  in  neat  binding.  A  copy  of 
it,  ON  VELLUM,  divided  into  five  volumes,  was  sold  at  the  Valliere 
sale  for  SCO  francs ;  and  again  (the  same  copy)  at  the  Macarthy,  M 
390  francs.    This  work,  which  is  in  good  repute,  has  been  reprinted 


*  In  regard  to  the  works  of  Aretin,  Blondus,  Poggio,  and  Bembo,  connected 
with  the  more  ancient  and  partial  histories  of  Italy,  I  do  not  concehre  it  necessarf 
here  to  enter  upon  them.  The  BiU,  Spenceriana,  toI,  iv.p.  441,  iii.  p.  t90-l, 
▼iL  p.  22,  will  supply  a  tolerably  copious  account  of  the  earlier  editions  of  the -two 
former,  and  Mr.  Shepherd's  Life  of  Poggio  will  afford  abundant  details  respecting 
the  latter.  With  regard  to  further  particulars,  as  to  the  History  op  Florence, 
let  the  names  of  Adriani,  Nardi,  Nerli,  Segni,  Benedetto  Varchi,  and  above  all 
OUtnuone^-iLB  their  labours  appear  narrated  in  the  instmctiTC  pages  of  Mr.  D'ls- 
neli — be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the  student  of  Italian  literature  in  par- 
ticolar.  The  fourth  volume  of  Brunet,  p.  368-376,  (to  say  nothing  of  Sir;  iL  Ci 
Hoare's  Catalogue)  will  give  the  reader  some  notion  of  the  almost  infimte  aua^M 
and  variety  of  Literary  and  Topographical  Histories  of  the  various  Prorlnlpt 
and  Cities  in  Italy :  a  field  of  collecting,  rich,  perhaps  beyond  comparison,  for  iht^ 
^  Young*'  and  wealthy  Bibliomaniac  to  indulge  in !  The  history  of  the  Church 
Estates  alone,  of  I^Iy,  would  form  a  library  of  no  very  diminutive  dimehdonik 
And  above  all,  those  Picturesque  Voyages  !  — but  search  the  catatogires'*liif 
Menrs.Trcttttel and  warts, and  Boiange  and  Co.  -•^- 
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tdl9,  8ro.  12  vols.)  be  dismissed  from  a  libmiy, 

where  previous  and  more  elaborate  parfonnances  hava 

not  a  place.    But  probably,  after  all — and  eqiecialhjr 

afinong  young  and  timid  Collectors — tbe  possession  oC 

SfSMONDf  s  History  of  the  Italian  Republics^  published* 

at  Paris,  in  sixteen  octavo  volumes,  will  be  sufficient 

to  satisfy  the  ordinary  passion  for  the  knowledge  of 

Italian  History ;   especially  when  the  highly  popular' 

work  by  the  same  author,  and  by  Ginguene,  relating 

the  History  of  Italian  Literature^  have  a  contiguous 

place  on  the  same  shelf.    I  affix  no  prices  to  these 

latter  works,  because  they  are  of  dommon  occurrence, 

and  in  a  constant  state  of  succession,  and  may  be  had 

in  ail  forms  and  varieties  of  binding,  at  the  principal 

French  booksellers  in  London. 

I  am  abundantly  sensible  that,  on  a  subject  of  such 

variety,  and  even  intensity  of  interest,  as  Italy,  tho 

preceding  remarks  afford  but  feeble  helps  towards  an 

exact  knowledge  of  the  best  historians  of  that  country; 

a  country,  to  a  contemplation  of  the  future  glories  of 

which,  the  Sibylleau  prophetess  roused  the  curiosity, 

and  excited  the  noblest  feelings,  of  the  founder  of  the 

Roman  empire  .  .  . 

Nunc  age,  Dardaniam  prolem  quae  deiade  sequatur 
Gloria,  qui  maneant  Itala  de  genie  nepotes 
lUustres  animas Sec. 

We  have  of  late,  indeed,  witnessed  two  publicatiotis^ 

wiUta  continuation,  at  Venice,  in  1800,  in  5  octavo  volumes.  The 
AbM  Jardin,  translated  it  into  French  in  1771 — 5,  in  8  daod^iino 
^oliiines.  I'he  History  of  Western  Italy  was  also  published  at  the 
Auue  place,  (Torino)  and  may  be  worth  ll.Ws.  6d,  in  boards.  Bra- 
net  says  that,FANTiN  Desodoards;  (by  whom  a  History  of  France 
i^ppeared  in  1808,  seep.  304,  ante)  published  a  History  of  Italy,  iq. 
1803, 8vo.  9  vols. "  which  U  iadicnted  by  him  for  want  of  a  bettM.". 
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whidi  have  rendered  the  shoree  of  Italy  extrettiely 
attractive  to  an  English  traveller:  I  mean^  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Eustacb  and  of  Mr.  Fohsyth.'* 
They  are  both  too  well  known,  and  too  generally 

*  One  of  the  most  beautifiiL  and  really  instructivej  works  of  its 
kind^  in  this  country^  is  that  of  ''  A  Picturesque  Tour  of  Italy/* from 
the  Drawings  of  James  Hakbwell^  Architect,  and  J.  M.  W.  Turnxb^ 
it.  A.  of  a  qoarto  fbnn— comprising  sixty-three  engravings.  Those 
who  possess  proof  impressions  (on  India  paper)  of  this  finscinadng 
work>  will  have  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  every  time  they 
open  the  volume  to  their  admiring  friends.  ThQ  English  scarcely  tmt^ 
any  place  but  they  adorn  it.  Captain  Batty's  work>  of  a  similar 
character^  is  extremely  elegant  and  pleasing  :  less  costly,  and  less 
partaking  of  the  higher  beauties  of  art:  but  sufficiently  stimulant  to 
send  at  least  three  score  of  English  virtuosi  every  year  scampering 
across  the  Alps ! 

But  shall  WE  ever  publish  any  thing  fiilly  equal  to  the ''  Voyage 
Pittoresque  des  lies  de  Sidle,  de  Malte,  et  de  Lipari,**  of  Housi. }  in 
four  grand  folio  volumes,  with  280  engravings,  1782-7 :  and  of  whidi 
a  very  fine  copy,  with  prime  impressions  of  the  plates,  may  be 
worth  hard  upon  35  guineas  If  Or,  again,  what  is  to  be  said  of  the 
yet  more  wonderful  works  of  Laboede — in  the  picturesque  style ; 
As  thus  :  Tableaux  de  la  Suisse,  ou  Voyage  pUtoresque  fait  dans  Us 
treize  cantons  du  corps  Helv4tique**  Paris,  1780 — 6,  in  four  supeib 
folio,  often  expanded  into  five — when  the  four  hundred  und  thirty 
plates,  with  which  they  are  embellished,  are  bound  up  with  the  text. 
I  observe,  in  the  catalogne  of  Messrs.  Treuttel  and  Wiirtz,  a  unique 
copy  of  this  work,  '*  with  the  cuts  coloured/'  valued  at  160/^-«4iut 
an  ordinary  copy,  at  40Z.  And  then,  for  the  same  traveller's 
''  Voyage  pittoresque  et  kistorique  de  VEspagne,  in  the  same  number 
of  volumes— published  in  48  livraisons,  of  which  46  are  already  ex- 
tant^—at  ll,  5$,  the  livraison :  but  upon  vellimi  paper,  with  impres- 
sions before  the  letter,  at  5l.  I6s.  each.  Laborde's  ''  Monumens  de 
la  France,*'  is  a  work  worthy  of  its  precursors.  It  will  be  complete 
in  36  livraisons,  or  3  folio  volumes :  at  22.  5s,  the  livraison.  But, 
am  I  not  wandering  (though  not  very  widely)  from  Italy  ? 


t  The  plates  howerer,  which  are  in  histre,  are  sufficiently  wretched 


HISTORY  OF  ITALY.  Mf 

admired^  to  render  any  enloginm  of  them  here 
necessary;  but  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  tbti 
attic  brevity  of  the  latter  may  be  of  greater  ser* 
vice  to  the  majority  of  readera,  than  the  sentimental 
expansion  of  the  former.  Italy  is  worth  a  hundred 
visitations^  on  a  hundred  different  accounts :  and  the 
treasures  of  her  Public  Libraries^  in  particular^ 
which  are  alnfost  wholly  unknown  to  the  Scholar  and 
Bibliographer,  would  afford  materials  wherewith  to 
enrich  many  a  comely  volume^  and  to  gratify  many  an 
enthusiastic  reader. 

And  here,  perhaps^  ere  we  travel  in  a  more  northern 
direction,  it  may  be  as  well  to  notice  a  few  Travels 
into  Greece,  of  which  the  greater  number  have  been 
of  comparatively  recent  accomplishment.  Spon  and 
Wheeler  may  be  the  first  to  be  noticed.  An 
abridged  account  of  their  travels  in  Italj/,  Dalmatia, 
and  Greece^  appeared  first  in  the  French  language, 
at  Lyons  J  in  1 678,  in  3  duodecimo  volumes ;  and 
afterwards  at  Amsterdam^  in  1679,  2  vols.  12mo. 
This  was  the  work  of  Spon.  Wheeler  then  published 
his  own  journey  into  Greece,  in  1682,  folio ;  of  which 
a  good  copy  is  worth  1/.  1^. ;  and  of  which  copies  on 
large  paper  are  yet  held  in  estimation.  The  name  of 
Chandler  is  justly  respected,  in  this  department  of 
Travels.  Those  into  Asia  Minor,  appeared  in  1 775, 
4to.  and  into  Greece^  in  1776,  4to.  2  volumes,  which 
are  not  unfrequently  bound  together.  They  have 
been  recently  (1806)  translated  into  the  French  lan- 
guage, in  3  vols.  8vo.  The  Ionian  Antiquities^  by  the 
same  classical  traveller,  appeared  in  1769,  folio:  to 
which  a  second  volume  was  added  in  1800:  while 
his  Inscript.  Antiq.  in  Asia  Minor i  et  Grwcia,  1774, 

folio,  renders  fhe  series  of  Travels  complete. 

z 
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For  a  work  of  equal  splendour  and  interest^  secure 
the  Voyage  Pittaresque  de  la  ChrecCy  par  M.  de 
Choi8EUJ>Gouffier^  Paris,  1782,  1800,  folio.  A 
fine  copy  of  it  is  worth  18/.  18^.  Sonnini*s  Voyage 
en  Grkce  et  en  Turquie^  published  in  1801,  8vo. 
2  vols,  with  an  atlas  4to.  volume.  Sir  William 
Gell  has  been  an  ardent  and  indefatigable  tra- 
veller in  this  land  of  interest  and  renown.  His 
Itinerary  of  Greece,  appeared  in  1810,  4to.  his  TV 
fogrc^hy  of  Troy,  in  1814, 4to.  and  his  Geography 
and  Antiquities  of  Ithaca,  in  1807^  4to.  But  with 
the  name  of  Troy,  let  Major  Rennell*s  erudite  per- 
formance {Observations  on  its  Plain,  and  the  sur^ 
rounding  Objects,  1814,  4to.)  be  always  close  at  hand 
to  consult.  Of  a  yet  more  recent  date,  and  excellent 
in  their  kind,  are  Mr.  Hobhousb's  Travels  through 
Albania,''^  &c.  1813,  4to.  Captain  Leake's  Re- 
searches in  Greece.  1814.  4to.  Mr.  Dodwell^s 
Classical  and  Topographical  Tour  through  Greece, 
1819,  4to.  2  vols,  with  a  folio  of  plates ;  and  Mr. 
Hughes's  Travels  in  Greece,  2  vols.  4to.  worth  about 
5/.  5^.  6^. 

*  Db.  Holland  published  a  quarto  volume  of  Travels  m  the 
Ionian  hUs,  Albania^,  Thessaly,  and  Macedonia,  &e.  in  1816,  4to.. 
AU  these  publications  will  be  found  more  or  less  elaborately  reviewed 
in  the  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews.  I  shall  speak  of  Stuabt^s 
AnHquiHei  of  Grecian  Architecture,  &c.  in  the  second  volume  of  this 
work^  whenever  published. 
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The  reader  will  at  one  glance  observe^  that  this  ac* 
count  of  the  Historians  of  Germany  is  not  only  very 
little  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  and  population 
of  that  country,  but  that  it  is^  on  a  comparison  vnih 
the  accounts  of  preceding  countries^  brief^  if  not  super- 
ficial. Two  obvious  reasons  have  led  to  the  adoption 
of  this  plan :  the  one^  that,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
English^  the  regions  of  Bavaria^  Austria^  Hungary  and 
Bohemia,  are,  comparatively  with  those  of  France^ 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy,  but  sparingly  visited  :* 
and  therefore,  a  detailed  account  of  their  best  histo- 
rians would  be  less  likely  to  be  perused :  the  other 
reason  is,  that  the  "  number,  weight,  and  measure," 
of  these  historians  themselves,  utterly  defy  enumei*a- 
tibn.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ought  to  be  readily 
conceded,  that  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  which 
is  divided  into  more  important  departments,  enriched 

*  As  a  proof  of  this^  I  wiU  mention  that,  in  the  lists  of  puhlica- 
tions  of  Voyages,  Travels,  and  Histories,  furnished  me  by  two  of  the 
greatest  publishers  in  Europe — ^Messrs.  Liongman  and  Co.  and  Mr. 
John  Murray — scarcely  one  in  thirty  (on  a  comparatiye  estimate)  re* 
lates  to  Gebmany.  Indeed,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  Travels  m 
Hungary,  by  Dr.  Clarke  and  Dr.  Bright,  Mr.  Jacob's  View  of  Agri^ 
culture.  Statistics,  S^c,  and  Society  of  Germany,  (all  admirable  works) 
and  an  Autumn  near  the  Rhine,  or  Sketches  of  Courts,  Society,  and 
Scenery,  in  Germany  (of  less  magnitude,  but  very  amusing)  I  am  at 
present  unacquainted  with  any  which  relate  to  the  country  in  ques- 
tion :  nor,  strictly  speaking,  do  the  works  of  Mr.  Jacob  and  the  au- 
thor of  the  Autumn,  &c.  appertain  to  Germany,  in  the  view  in  which 
that  country  is  considered  in  the  above  text. 
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by  more  interesting  cities,  towns,  monasteries,  andi 
castles,  and  blessed  with  a  moi'e  fertile  soil,  tlian  that 
which  is  washed  by  the  waters  of  the  Danube**  Add 
to  which,  the  remembrance  of  its  language,  its  anti- 
quities, its  former  renown,  from  the  time  of  Caesar  to 
that  of  Charles  V.'S-its  alliances  with  the  ancient* 

*  The  DANUBBy  the  noblest  ^river  in  Europe^  visits^  m  its  coursq, , 
1500  miles  of  the  united  territories  of  Bavaria^  Austria^  and  Hungary. 
The  Rhine^  more  talked  of  here>  because  more  contiguous,  and  mott 
fluently  visited^  can  boast  of  only  one-third  of  such  an  extent  oP' 
course.    But  its  picturesque  beautiesf  are  said  to  atone  for  its  eoui*' 
paratively  limited  boundaries.    They  may  do  so ;  yet  a  friend  w&I' 
quickly  shew  (I  trust)  that  the  Danube  is  not  wholly  divested  of  aueh 
attractive  charms  i  for  its  banks  are  often  studded  with  castles^  mo* 
nasteries^  and  princely  mansions ;  and  with  undulating  and  wood« 
skirted  hills.     Let  me  here  be  understood,  that  I  purposely  make  no 
mention  of  the  IJpfbr  Divisions  of  Germany.    I  leave  the  Mamey. 
the  PVeser,  the  Elbe^  and  the  Oder,  to  roll  their  sinuous  courses  through 
Prussia  and  Saxony>  and  to  bring  the  wealth,  with  which  the  tlnwe 
sand  vessels  that  flit  along  those  rivers  are  chaiged,to  the  respective' 
ports  of  Frankfort,  Hamburgh,  and  Bremen  :  thence  to  glitter  in  the' 
palaces  of  Berlin  and  Dresden.    It  is  not  essential  to  this  work  to^ 
carry  my  researches  to  the  further  banks  of  the  Bliine. 

t  Every  reader  of  taste  will  immediately  think  of  Dr.  Robbbt-' 
son's  famous  biography  of  this  Emperor ;  of  which  all  praise  h  i<fie^ 
and  all  censure  vain.  It  is  doubtless  a  master- piece  of  research,  of 
reflection,  and  of  composition ;  but  the  fruits  of  subsequent  critics 
and  authors,  in  pretty  nearly  the  same  departments  have,  I  humbly 
submit,  taught  us  that  the  value  of  the  first  volume  of  this  celebrated , 
work  (so  constantly  selected  for  commendation)  is  not  quite  of  Uiat; 


t  Among  the  works  which  give  V8  a  lively,  and  as  I  learn,  a  jost  notion  of  tlie 
BsAimES  OF  THE  RuiNB,  is  that  published  by  Mr.  Ackerman,  called  **  J%i 
Rhine;  an  Hiatorical  and  ^Characteristic  Tour  of ^  from  Mentz  to  Coblents,  emM' 
iiahed  with  twenty-four  higkUf  coloured  engravingty"  4to.  4L  4s»  boards.  Hm, 
plates  are  aqua  tint,  coloured  after  nature,  and  most  deliciously  inviting  to  a  reA* 
dence  or  ramble  among  such  combined  beauties  of  art  and  nature*  I  have  heavi 
GRE4T  THINGS  of  Mr.  Tumcr's  drawings  of  this  lovely  scenery ! 
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Republics  of  Italy — ^its  genial  atmosphere  and  unob- 
scared  skies :  all  these  considerations  render  the  soil 
of  Germany  fertile  of  reflection  and  amusement  to  the 
observing  traveller. 

But  my  present  duty  is  confined  within  narrow 
limits :  and  I  hasten  only  to  submit  to  "  the  Young,*' 
rather  than  ^^  the  Old/*  collector— inasmuch  as  the 
opportunities  of  examination  of  references  are  seized 
upon  and  pursued  with  greater  zeal  and  activity  from 
twenty-five  to  sixty,  than  from  sixty  downwards — I 
hasten  only  to  submit  a  comparatively  brief  list  of 
Collections  of  German  Historians — ^premising  that  the 
united  labours  of  Struvius,  Buder,  and  Meuselius  (in 
the  Bibliotheca  Historica,  1783,  8vo.)  do  not  include 
an  account  of  histories  or  travels  relating  to  the  Ger- 
man territories.*    In  regard  to  Germany  in  general, 

high  and  commanding  character  which^  from  the  force  and  even 
prejudices  of  education^  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  consider- 
ing it.  The  truth  is^  that  Robertson  was  one  of  ^the  very  first  Eng- 
lish historical  archaeologists,  if  I  may  so  speak,  who  had  access  to 
the  inedited  treasures  of  a  few  of  the  libraries  in  Italy  5  and  the  pub. 
lie  were  both  surprised  and  delighted  at  the  complexion  of  such 
generally  unknown  treasures.  I  could  mention  living  authors,  with- 
out any  wish,  or  even  thought  of  drawing  comparisons — who  have, 
since  the  time  of  Robertson,  made  us  acquainted  with  yet  happier 
illustrations  of  ancient  history.  It  is  the  plan  and  style  of  Robert- 
son's  Charles  V»  by  which  we  are  chiefly  instructed  and  charmed. 
Gibbon  has,  with  his  usual  felicity,  criticised  the  latter  -,  but  an  ela- 
borate and  powerfully  drawn  comparison  between  Robertson  and  his 
predecessors  and  contemporaries,  executed  by  no  mean  hand,  wiU  be 
Iband  in  the  Monthly  Review,  vol.  20,  1796. 

*  The  work,  when  complete,  according  to  Brunet*s  supposition, 
will  occupy  30  volumes ;  but,  as  twenty  years  have  elapsed  sh^  the 
last  volume,  it  will,  in  all  probability,  continue  in  its  present  ^te. 
As  far  as  it  goes,,  it  is  beyond  every  degree  of  comparison  superior  to 
jDu  Fresnoy's  MMode  pour  ^tudier  VHtstohre,  1772,  ISmo.  15  vol. 
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figure  the  following  authors:  Schardius^ De jRetek 
GermanidSf  Basils  1574,  folio^  3  vols. :  recently  be^ 
come  a  rare  book.  Meibomius^  Rerum  Germamca^ 
rum  Libri  Tres.  Helmest.  1688^  folio^  3  vols*.  Fra- 
HBRi  Rerum  GermatUcarum  Scriptores,  Argent.  1717, 
folio,  three  vols.  B.  G.  Struvii  Carpus  Histor.  Genii. 
lence,  1730,  folio,  two  vote. :  prefixed,  is  a  Bibliotheca 
Scriptorum  Rerum  Germani^arum,  which  renders 
these  volumes  the  more  acceptable.  Pistorii  Rer.  Ger-- 
man.  Script,  aliguot  insignes,  Ratisb.  1726-31,  folio,.  3 
vols,  an  admirable  work ;  and,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  learned  and  tasteful  antiquary,  more  admirable 
yet  is  ScHOETTOBNius's  Diplomataria  et  Scriptores 
Hist.  Germ.  MediijSSvi.  Altenb.  1753,  folio,  three 
volumes.*    Nor,  on  any  account,  must  the  Scriptores 

^  I  do  not  affix  a  price  to  every  work  above  specified ;  but  I  8p« 
prehend  that  I  am  tolerably  correct  in  valuing  them  at  about  IBs, 
per  volume.  In  some  instances,  according  to  condition,  they  vdU 
bring  greater  prices :  thus,  in  his  very  copious  and  instructive  cata- 
logue of  1823,  Mr.  Bohn  marks  "  a  fine  copy  in  vellum**  of  Pi»to- 
Kius  at  31,  I3s,  6d. :  and  a  half  bound  uncut  copy  of  Menckbnius 
at  2/.  9s,  but  neat  in  vellum  at  3l.  3s,  Of  Struvius's  Corp,  Hist, 
there  are  two  copies  in  Mr.  Bohn*s  Cat.  of  1623,  p.  546,  marked  at 
21. 2f .  each.  I  possess  the  best  edition  of  it  in  1753,  in  two  vols.  4to. 
and  am  prompt  to  number  it  among  the  most  useful  and  satisfactory 
works  of  literary  bibliography.  After  a  copious  and  useful  index,  at 
the  end  of  the  second  volume,  there  is  a  Notitia  Suevice  Antiques  of 
which  my  copy  ends,  imperfectly,  at  page  120.  But  let  me  not  omit 
the  mention  of  the  Vet,  Script,  Rer,  Germanicar,  of  Reubbrcs,  pub- 
lished in  one  folio  vol.  at  Hanover^  in  1619  ;  and  of  which  a  copy  was 
sold  for  21.  I2s,  6d.  at  the  Roxburghe  sale.  It  contains  the  lives  of 
Charlemagne  and  Orlando,  by  the  Pseudo-Turpin,  with  various 
metrical  Chronicles.  An  enlarged  edition  of  this  work  was  published 
in  1726,  folio  ;  of  which,  according  to  the  New  Mem,  of  Literature, 
vol.  iv.  p.  151,  all  the  copies,  except  those  which  were  sold' at 'the 
Frankfort  Fair  of  the  same  year,  were  consumed*  by  a  fire,  which 
lately  broke  out  in  the  city  of  Frankfort." 
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Rerwn  Germanicarum  of  Mbnckanius^  Lips.  1728, 
folio,  3  vols,  be  forgotten. 

The  preceding  are  the  sturdier  and  larger  works 
appertmning  to  Germany.  They  are  as  the  oakeil 
forest,  in  which  the  Student  may  saunter  and  dispoi% 
himself  as  it  pleaseth  him.  If  he  like  to  eome  forl^ 
into  open  lawns,  or  sunny  parterres>  he  may  recline' 
upon  the  eleven  quarto  volumes  of  Barrels  Histoire 
GAi^rcUe  iTAUemagne,  Paris j  1748:  or  Db  La- 
ve aux's  translation  of  the  unfinished  history  df 
Schmidt  in  the  German  language :  or,  if  he  be  master 
of  that  same  language,  he  may  recreate  himself  with 
Haeberlin^s  Modem  History  of  Germany ^  published 
?X  Halle,  in  1774-91,  octavo^  in  twenty-one  vols,  and 
continued  to  the  year  1804,  in  seven  additional  vo- 
lumes by  the  Baron  de  Senkenbbrg  :  while  the  un- 
ostentatious French  work  of  Fri^ron  {Histovre  de 
V Empire  d^Allemagne  depuis  Charlemagne  jusqu^h  nos 
jours)  in  eight  duodecimo  volumes,  1771,  &c.  shall 
not  be  found  an  unwelcome  fire-side  companion. 
The  more  recent  productions  of  Muller  and  Schmidt 
should  find  a  place  in  these  pages.  The  former  pub- 
lished in  1808,  in  3  octavo  volumes,  may  be  worth  k 
half  guinea  per  volume.  The  latter,  which  brings  the 
history  down  to  1808,  in  17  octavo  volumes,  is  consi- 
dered to  be  the  preferable  of  all  modern  productions^ 
It  has  been  extended  (but  not  by  Schmidt),  to  six  ad- 
ditional volumes ;  and  a  copy  of  the  twenty-three 
volumes  may  be  obtained  for  6/. 

t  am  now  to  speak  of  the  Government,  rather  than 
of  the  particular  country  so  designated,  of  Austria  ; 
and  in  this  I  include  the  kingdoms  of  Bavaria,  Hun- 
gary, and  Bohemia.  I  will  begin  with  the  collections 
of  Pez  and  Bell  ;  men  of  indefatigable  research  and 
unwearied  patience.    Fez  pubtished  his   Scripiart^ 
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Benm  Atistriacarumj  at  Leipsic^  in  1721 5  folio,  thceie 
vols. :  an  excellent  work,  of  which  every  historical 
student  will  have  need.  The  same  author  published 
a  Thesaurus  Anecdotcmm  Navissimus,  seu  Veterum 
Manumeniarutn  ex  Grermanids  Bihliothecis  CoUectiQ ; 
Aug.  Find.  1721*  folio.  6  vols.*  Bell  is  the  author 
of  the  following :  Prodromus  Antiquce  et  Novce  £bm^ 
garice,  1723,  folio  2  Notitia  Hunganoe  Novas ^  Fienn. 
1735,  folio,  4  vols.:  Scriptores  Rerum  Hungarica^ 
rum,  Vindoh.  1746,  folio,  3  vols.,  all  admirable  works; 
but,  with  the  exception  of  the  second,  bettei;  calcula* 
ted  for  a  public  than  a  private  library.f  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  Annates  Austrioe  Veteris  et  Nava^ 
of  Calles,  published  in  four  thin  folios  at  Vienna,  in 
1750 — ^but  the  House  of  Austria  has  in  particular 
received  due  homage  and  respect  from  the  labours  of 
/.  L.  Kra/i  and  Mr.  Archdeacon  Coxe* 

The  capital  of  Austria  possessed  a  distinguished 
antiquary  in  Kollarius,  whose  Analecta  Monument 
torum  OmnisJEvi  Findohonensis,  Findob.  1760,  folio, 
2  vols.,$    I  do  especially  recommend  to  the  attention 

*  Mr.  Laing  of  Edinburgh^  marks  a  neat  copy  of  this  valuable  wcnrk 
at  41.  4s,    A  fine  copy  of  it  is  at  Althorp,  and  in  his  Majesty's  library. 

t  Vet  more  indefatigable  than  Bell,  was  Pray.  His  Annals  rela- 
ting to  the  History  and  Antiquities  of  Hungary  occupy  seven  folio 
volumes :  of  which  the  five  volumes  of  Dissertations  on  the  ancient 
Annals  of  Hungary^  published  at  Vienna  in  1764- 1770^  and  the  HiS' 
iory  of  the  Kings  of  Hungary,  Budsi,  1801^  8vo.  in  three  vols,  are  the 
principal.  Pray*8  works  are  by  no  means  of  common  occurrence, 
either  here  or  upon  the  continent. 

X  This  intelligent  and  industrious  Historian  published  hb  House  of 
Austria  in  1807>  4to.  3  vols. ;  to  which  may  be  added  the  Kings  of 
Spain  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  1813,  4to.  3  vols.  His  other  Works 
do  not  come  within  this  particular  department ;  but  they  are  nume- 
rous and  instructive.  The  author  is  now  *'  in  the  sere  and  yellow 
leaf  *'  of  years,  but  not  of  intellect 

i  Kollarius  was  the  Editor  of  Lambecius*s  Commentaries  concern- 
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ot  the  archseologist.  It  may  be  possessed,  peradven* 
tnre,  for  a  couple  of  soyereig^s.  But  Vienna  has 
recently  lost  the  man,*  who,  under  imperial  patron* 
age,  and  with  an  highly  cultivated  taste  for,  and 
knowledge  in,  the  ^fine  arts — added  to  a  very  sober 
judgment  and  active  zeal  in  matters  of  antiquarian 
research — might  have  done  wonders  for  the  establish- 
ing the  MSS.  in  the  Imperial  Lilmury  at  Vienna  3  but  has  added  lit- 
tle to  the  labours  of  his  predecessors.  This  latter  work  appeared  in 
1766 — ^in  eight  folio  volumes.  The  Analecta  is  doubtless  a  prefer- 
able performance.  But  what  might  not  Vibnna  accomplish^  in  the 
way  of  HISTORICAL  ILLUSTRATION^  if  somc  of  its  wealthier  nobility, 
with  the  Emperor  at  their  headj  would  come  forward  with  a  proper 
patriotic  impulse  on  the  occasion  ? 

*  That  man  was  Bartsgb.  From  the  number  of  pages^  together 
with  a  portrait^  devoted  to  the  notice  of  Bartsch  in  the  third  vo- 
lume of  my  Tour,  the  reader  will  naturally  sympathise  with  me  in 
the  intelligence  that^  before  the  publication  in  question  reached 
Vienna,  the  amiable  object  of  my  little  Memoir  was  no  mors.  He 
died  suddenly,  of  an  apoplectic  fit.  He  was,  in  fact,  a  short,  thick- 
set man,  and  liable  to  such  a  calamitous  visitation.  I  owe  him,  or 
rather  his  memory,  much  more  than  I  have  hitherto  expressed.  He 
was  a  constant,  kind,  and  active  correspondent :  and  assigned  no 
limits  to  his  wishes  and  actions  to  befriend  you.  I  have  yet  a  consi- 
derable number  of  his  letters,  written  in  the  neatest  manner,  and  with 
an  accuracy  and  attention  to  business  that  could  not  be  exceeded.  I 
will  not  dissemble  that  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  I  had  antici- 
pated in  the  publication  of  the  Tour,  was,  his  perusal,  and  as  I  trus- 
ted, approbation,  of  the  manner  in  which  his  merits  and  kindnesses 
were  recorded.    But ''  Diis  aliter  visum  est. . . . !" 

Nor  was  the  death  of  Mr.  Bartsch  the  only  loss  of  that  kind  which 
I  was  doomed  to  experience.  Poor  Mr.  Bemhard,  one  of  the  intelli- 
gent public  librarians  at  Munich,  was  also  taken  hence  ere  the  work 
in  question  reached  him.  But  the  death  of  Bartsch  was  more  than  a 
private  calamity.  His  country,  in  his  death,  has  lost  a  most  diligent, 
oorrect,  and  praise-worthy  archseologist,  with  a  taste  and  knowledge 
of  art,  such  as  almost,  to  render  rivalry  hopeless.  Yet  the  gentle, . 
the  kind-hearted,  the  thoroughly  bibliographical  Bbrnhard  ! 
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ment  of  her  fliine^  as  the  repository  of  some  of  thef 
most  interesting  specimens  of  autiqaitj. 

As  to  Bavaria/  (to  which^  for  the  sake  of  the  ^SMk 
fae^9  I  ^H  attach  Su ASIA  in  the  subjoined  note*) 
what  shall  we  say — ^when  we  find  a  row  of  twenty  "two 
goodly,  quarto  volumes^  entitled  Bavarian  Monu* 
MBNTS,  put  forth  at  Munich  between  the  years  1768 
and  1813?  Now^  whether  to  possess  these^  is  one 
thing:  but  that  a  sight  of  them  should  beget  an  ap* 
petite  to  possess  something  relating  to  that  highly- 
interesting  country,  is  another,  and  a  most  undeniable 
thing ;  and  therefore  let  the  historical  student  avail 
himself  of  the  judicious  notices  in  Offelius*  Rerum 
Boicarum  ScriptoreSy  Aug.  Vind.  1763.  folio,  2  vols. : 
and  if  he  be  seriously  and  piously  inclined,  above  all 
things  let  him  secure  a  fine  tall  copy,  with  brilliant 
impressions  of  the  plates,  of  the  Bavaria  Sancton  of 
Raderus*  published  at  Munich  in  1616,  in  3  thin 
folio  volumes ;  to  which  he  may  add  the  Bavaria  Pia, 

*  It  is  the  work  of  Gerbert^  under  the  title  of  ERstoria  Nigra 
Sylva,  (Typis  BlascensisJ,  1783-8,  in  3  quarto  volumes,  to  which  I 
allude— and  which,  much  rather  than  Mariana's  History  of  Spain, 
(see  p.  318,  should  be  always  bound  in  black  morocco.  What  deeds 
of  mystery  and  of  amazement — what  objects  of  terror,  of  grandeur, 
or  of  preternatural  character — what  enchanted  palaces  and  what 
haunted  castles — what  animals,  bipedical  as  well  as  quadrupedical— * 

(Sub  pedibus  mugire  solum,  et  juga  . .  moveri 
Silvarum,  visse  canes  ulularc  per  umbras.) 

characterise  and  haunt  "  this  boimdless  contiguity  of  shade.'* ! !  ! 
But  Mr.  Washington  Irving,  (if  report  speak  true)  will  shortly  give 
us  more  than  a  '^  sketchy*'  account  of  these  things. 

la  the  mean  time,  the  Thesaurtu  Rerum  Suevicctrum  of  Wags* 
LiNug,  Lidaug.  1756,  4  vols  folio,  will  supply  the  antiquary  with 
.much  to  set  his  heart  at  rest  respecting  Suabian  Antiquities. 

*  Of  this  beautiful  and  interesting  work,  a  particular  account,  to- 
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pubtished  at  the  same  place  in  1628^  folio,  in  one 
volume.  I  consider  the  Annates  Boicm  Gentis  of 
Aldzrbittsr  and  Brunnbr.  Ftaneof.  1710^  folio,  as  a 
little  too  remote  and  old  fiEushioned  in  their  Bpeoalfr- 
tions  to  be  of  any  positive  use  to  the  reader.    . 

Thus  bare  I  travelled  bibliographicaUy,  through 
these  three  great  countriesH^o  which  I  must  be 
allowed  to  add  the  notice  of  a  few  works  not  stricti^ 
within  theii^  liihlts ;  for  who,  that  has  sailed  or  sauil<- 
tered  along  the  castled  crags  of  the  Rhinb,  and  rested 
himself  in  the  picturesque  old  city  of  MentZy  would 
not  be  anxious  to  turn  over  the  gossiping  leaves  df 
Sbrrarius's  Res  Moguntince^  Libri  F.  published  at 
Franckfort  in  1722,  in  3  folio  volumes  ?^  Then  agaiir, 
the  Scriptores  Rerum  Brunswicensium^  of  which  the 
famous  Leibnitz  was  the  editor,  published  by  him  at 
Hanover,  in  1707,  folio,  3  vols.*— and  which  should 
seem  to  have  stimulated  Gibbon  to  his  well  knoini 

gether  with  two  fac-similes  of  some  of  its  embellishments^  is  given 
in  vol.  iii.  p.  291-3,  of  the  BibUographical  Tour,  Such  a  copy  of  it 
as  that  at  Althorp,  bound  in  blue  morocco  by  Lewis^  wiU  rarely  be 
seen.  The  first  two  volumes  of  it^  in  very  fine  condition^  were  sold 
at  a  late  sale  in  Pall  Mall^  for  2/.  I2s,  6d.  The  cuts  are  by  Ralph 
Sadeler. 

*  This  is  becoming  a  rare  book ;  and  may  be  worth  31,  ISs,  6d. 
"  The  genius  and  studies  of  Leibnitz  (says  Gibbon)  have  ranked 
his  name  with  the  first  philosophic  names  of  his  age  and  country ; 
but  his  reputation  >  perhaps^  would  be  more  pure  and  permanent^  if 
he  had  not  ambitiously  grasped  the  whole  circle  of  human  science.'* 
..."  The  Annals  of  Brunswick,  of  the  empire^  of  the  ancient  and 
modern  world,  were  present  to  the  mind  of  the  historian ;  and  he 
could  turn  from  the  solution  of  a  problem^  to  the  dusty  parchments 
and  barbarous  style  of  the  records  of  the  middle  age  "  (Antiq.  of  the 
House  of  Brunswick :)  Post.  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  361 :  but  see  par- 
ticularly p.  S6S,  of  the  same  volume. 
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essay  on  the  Antiquities  of  the  House  of  Brunswick— 
who,  I  say,  that  has  received  a  highly  polished 
education,  would  not  strive  to  discipline  himself  in 
such  tastes  and  studies  as  would  cause  his  name  to 
be  ranked  with  some  of  the  great  Archaologists  and 
Historians  named  in  the  more  immediately  preceed- 
iug  pages  of  this  work  r .  Who,  above  all^  that  is 
blessed  with  large  patrimonial  possessions — of  the 
deeds  of  whose  ancestors  the  page  of  history  is  often 
fiill  and  instructive«-who,  of  this  gallant  class  of 
readers  and  collectors,  would  not  prefer  the  devotion 
of  wealth  to  the  collection  of  materials  for  local  and 
personal  history,  to  the  hazard,  turmoil,-  expense 
waste,  and  thanklessness,  of  gaining  half  the  elbc* 
TioNs  in  the  kingdom  !— 

One  self-approving  hour  whole  years  outweighs. 
Of  rabble-greetings,  and  of  loud  huzzas ! 

Sed  quo— tendis  ?  The  ground  trembles  beneath  my 
feet  •  •  •  •  and  I  recede. 


[  349  1 


. «  -  .- 


NORTHERN  HISTORIES  * 

It  may  be  doubted  whether,  at  any  one  period  of 
public  curiosity,  a  greater  intensity  of  interest  has 
been  manifested,  than  at  the  present  moment,  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  physical  and  moral  proper- 
ties of  the  Northern  World:  with  its  vegetable^ 
its  animal,  and  mineral  productions.  An  English- 
man may,  I  think,  dwell  with  more  than  common 
complacency  on  the  events  which  have  recently  taken 
place  in  these  regions  of  the  globe.  He  may  indulge 
a  well  founded  triumph  on  the  success  of  the  efforts 
of  his  countryman  ;  a  success,  not  commensurate,  it 
is  true,  with  the  sanguine  and  too  extravagant  expec- 

*  Under  this  title  are  compriBed  brief  accounts  of  Dekuark,  Nos- 
WAT>  SwEDBN,  aad  Russia.  It  is  as  impossible  for  the  bibliographer^ 
as  for  the  naval  adventurer,  to  circumnavigate  the  globe,  in  the  fullest 
acceptation  of  that  term.  The  above  countries  are  incorporated  in 
these  pages,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  more  southern :  —-first,  because 
they  are  of  a  more  peculiar  cast  of  character,  and  more  intimately 
connected  with  the  history  and  antiquities  of  our  own  country )  and 
secondly,  because,  of  recent  years,  voyages  of  discovery  to  the  North* 
em  Sea  have  become  objects  of  national  patronage.  In  regard  to 
Iceland,  I  trust  that  I  am  equally  satisfying  my  own  conscience,  and ^ 
the  good  taste  of  the  public,  if  I  give  an  unqualified  recommendation 
of  the  recent  works  upon  this  country,  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie, 
Bart.  1810,  4to.)  and  Dr.  Hooker,  (1813>  8vo.)  :  gentlemen,  com- 
petent, in  every  respect,  to  the  successful  execution  of  the  tasks  which 
*  they  undertook.  These  works  are  obtainable  for  about  22.  l^s.  6d.$ 
and  I  presume  them  to  be  on  the  shelves  of  aU  Collectors  of  Voy- 
ages. As  to  Greenland,  (making  mention  of  Torfsus  hereafter) 
may  I  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  exclusive  recommendation  of  the 
translation  (by  the  pious  and  learned  Gambold)  from  the  high  Dutch 
of  old  Crantz,  in  1/67, 2  vols.  8vo.  with  cuts— worth  about  18«.l 
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tations  of  some — but  fully  eqii&l  to  the  sober  and  weft 

founded  wishes  of  the  greater  part.    Nature  has^  and 

perhaps  ever  will  have — as  long  as  the  world  shall  last 

— ^her  impassable  and  insurmountable  barriers :  and  if^ 

in  any  one  portion  of  the  globe  more  than  another^ 

it  ism 

, .  .  .  stemming  towards  the  polb^ 

that  the  navigator  has  to  contend  with  those  impedi- 
nents^  which  at  once  appall  his  fancy  and  intpede  liis 
progress.  He  may  double  again  and  again  the  stormy 
Cape ;  but  the  prow  of  his  vessel  is  broken  into  splin« 
ters  before  the  '^  thick  ribbed  '*  iceberg.  On  thisy  more 
than  on  any  other  subject,  or  point  of  navigation,  we 
are  forbidden  to  yield  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Roman 
poet : — ^^  PossuNT  quia  posse  videntur.*' 

England,  therefore,  ranks  among  her  heroes  ^^  of 
bpld  daring,  and  high  emprise/'  the  names  of  Parry 
and  Franklin  ;'*  men,  who  have, perhaps,  equalled 

*  Those  who  have  been  in  [the  habit  of  reading  Mr.  Campbell's 
rtsry  beautifdl  poem  of  ^'  The  Pleasures  of  Hope/*  must,  in  the  course 
of  their  perusal  of  the  voyages  of  the  above  celebrated  travellers, 
have  been  equally  struck  with  the  truth  of  the  imagery,  and  of  the 
feeliiigs,  of  the  poet.  Take  the  following  lines — and  apply  them  to 
Captain  Parry-p-as  you  suppose  him  to  be  ploughing  the  northern 

Cold  on  his  midnighf  watch  the  breezes  blow 
From  wastes  that  slumber  in  eternal  snow. 

And  waft,  across  the  ware's  tumultuous  roar. 
The  wolffl  long  howl  from  Oonolaska's  shore.f 

But  whatever  might  have  been  the  hardships  of  both  travellers  (and 

t  It  so  happens  that  these  lines  are  as  melodious  in  structure  as  they  are  exqoi- 
rit(J  in  imagery.  The  first  couplet  cannot  be  exceeded :  no  not  in  the  Eloisa  •# 
Pope.  In  the  last  verse  of  the  second  couplet,  you  really  hear  the  howling  of  the 
wolf— and  rush  below  to  your  cabin  fire-side. 


And  again 
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in  their  line  of  research^  what  thdr  fellow-traveUers 
Park  and  Burckhardt — in  widely  different  directions 

§ 

those  of  Captain  Franklin  wera  [assuredly  the  more  severe)  their 
fondest  hopes  and  wishes^  respecting  the  mode  of  the  reception  of 
their  labours  at  bohe>  were  realised  to  the  fullest  extent.  The  me- 
tropolis of  England  was  scarcely  less  agitated  on  the  news  of  the 
victories  of  the  Nile  and  Salamanca^  (putting  those  of  Trafalgar  and 
Waterloo  out  of  the  pale  of  all  comparison)  than  it  was  on  the  eve  of 
the  publications  of  the  travellers  in  question.  The  -house  of  Mr. 
Murray,  the  publisher,  was  in  a  state  of  siege.  A  constant  ingreaa 
and  egress '  of  bibliopolistic  Mercurii  below  —  and  of  gentlemen^ 
learned  in  philosophy,  the  fine  arts,  and  circumnavigation,  above- 
marked  the  anxiety  which  prevuled,  and  insured  the  prosperous 
sale  which  was  to  follow.  The  day  of  sale  came :  but  that  day  (as  is 
usual  on  like  occasions)  was  preceded  by  a  dinner — the  g^rand  pana- 
cflsa  for  all  sorrows,  and  the  provoker  of  all  gallantry  of  spirit,  in 

England. 

Postquam  prima  quies  epulis  •  .  . 

the  sale  began.  Now  the  work  of  Captun  Parry  was  a  three  guinem 
and  a  half  4to.  volume ;  and  ere  the  clock  had  struck  seven,  1500 
copies  were  disposed  of !  Again }  that  of  Captain  Franklin  was  a 
/our  guinea  book ;  yet  not  fewer  than  900  copies  were  bon&  fide  pur- 
chased ere  the  company  broke  up ;  and  within  ''  a  little  month**  of 
that  festive  evening,  600  more  copies  were  sold,  it  is  now  almost 
a  rare  book.  What  triple  honour  was  here  displayed ! — the  authorsi, 
the  publisher,  and  the  public,  coming  in  for  a  laige  share  of  credit 
profit,  and  instruction,  on  the  occasion. 

Such  things  occur  in  no  other  country  in  the  world  3  f  and  they 
are  as  much  tests — ^yea,  in  all  respects,  tests  of  a  higher  and  more 
commanding  cast  of  character-— of  national  wealth  and  prosperity,  as 

t  I  beseech  Mr.  Disraeli  to  chronicle  this,  and  similar  things,  in  a  fhture  edi- 
tion of  his  CurumtUM  of  Literature.  They  will  become  exceedingly  interesting  to 
posterity.  Time  mellows  these  anecdotes  as  it  does  a  raw  picture.  They  may  ap- 
pear glaring  at  first — but . . .  how  eagerly  we  read  the  acconnt  of  the  sale  of  Pope's 
translation  of  the  Iliad,  and  (to  mention  no  other  instance)  of  Gibbon's  own  account 
of  the  number  of  copies  struck  off,  or  subscribed  for,  of  his  DecUne  and  Fall  T  In 
regard  to  the  first  edition  of  Paradue  Lott,  it  i»  well  known  that  three  different 
title  pages  were  obliged  to  be  struck  off,  in  order  to  make  it  go  down  with  the 
public !    It  has  indeed  *'  gone  down*'  in  the  most  triumphant  manner. 
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%^liave  accomplished  in  theirs ;  tbns  bridgiiig  the  ffbes 
and  icebergs  of  the  Polar  sea,  afi  vividly  beibre  the 
reader^s  imagination,  as  were,  heretofore,  the  sand 
and  deserts  of  Afnca.  But,  interesting  as  may  be 
this  subject,  to  a  large  portion  of  very  curious  readers^ 

are  the  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  vessels^  constantly  diq>layiflg 
their  streamers  on  the  bosom  of  the  Thames^  and  as  constantly  and 
deeply  laden  with  '^  the  wealth  of  either  Ind.**  But^  to  return  to  the 
works  of  Captains  Parry  and  Franklin.  There  are  octavo  edidons  of 
bothj  each  in  2  vols.-*either  published^  or  in  the  course  of  publkap^ 
tion.  In  the  year  1824>  Mr,  Murray  published  Captain  Farryls 
Second  Voyage  to  the  Polar  Sea.  It  is  a  laige  quarto  vohimej  prioa 
41.149.  6d.  accompanied  by  numerous  engravings  in  the  line  manner^ 
after  the  drawings  of  Captain  Lyon  :  drawings^  which  reflect  great 
credit  upon  the  tasteM  and  accurate  pencil  of  the  delineator.  So 
little  had  the  public  curiosity  abated,  and  although  it  was  known 
that  Captain  Parry  had  not  accomplished  the  grand  object  of  hb  un- 
dertaking in  discovering  a  north-western  passage  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  return  by  Asia  and  Africa,  yet  the  announce  of  his  second  work 
was  received  with  acclamation :  and  all  those  demonstrations  of  a 
liberal  spirit  of  competition,  provoked  by  the  certainty  of  an  extensive 
and  rapid  sale«-and  which  have  been  just  described — again  marked 
the  subscription,  in  the  trade ;  and  not  fewer  than  1200  copies  put 
on  wings  and  flew  away.  An  elaborate  and  masterly  analysis  of  this 
second  volume  of  Captain  Parry's  Voyage,  appeared  in  the  LIXth 
Number  of  the  Quarterly  Review.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  same 
enterprising  publisher  is  about  to  putfDrth  on  abridged,  commodious, 
and  cheap  edition  of  Captain  Parry's  Voyages  in  an  octodecimo 
form,  which  cannot  fail  to  meet  with  a  general  and  prosperous  re* 
caption.  Mr.  Murray  wields  a  mighty  sceptre,  and  can  accomplish 
mighty  things.  But  I  must  not  conclude  this  half  festive  and  half 
literary  note,  without  the  strong  recommendation  of  Captain  Lyon's 
Private  Journal  of  the  same  Voyage ;  written  in  the  most  simple^ 
perspicuous,  and  unaffected  manner,  and  replete  with  intenesti^g 
matter.  It  is  published  by  Mr.  Murray,  in  8vo.  price  16$,  Add  U 
these,  Mr.  Scoresbt*8  Account  of  the  Arctic  Regions — 1819,  8vo.  9 
vols. — the  fruit  of  seventeen  voyages  to  the  Polar  Seas — (nil  iriorta- 
libus  arduum!)  and  especially  Mr.  Barrow's  Chrof^Qlogkq\tifffgin 


/* 
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I  am  forbiddeD,  from  the  nature  of  my  work,  to  do 
aay  thing  more  than  present  them  with  an  outline 
of  those  histoiians,  from  whom  the  general  and  parti* 
pular  histories  of  Denmark^  Norway,  Sweden,  and 
Bussia,  may  be  obtained ;  and  in  the  pages  of  whose 
works  there  will  be  doubtless  found  a  due  mixture  of 
fiible  and  of  truth. 

Among  the  writers  of  General  History,  Ola  us  Mag«- 
Nus  stands  at  the  head.  He  succeeded  his  brother 
John  as  Archbishop  of  Upsal,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
acted  an  important  part  in  the  Council  of  Trent ;  be* 
ing  a  hearty  hater  of  the  Protestants.  Of  his  life>  and 
indeed  of  his  labours,  little  is  known.  His  work  De 
Gentibus  Septentrionalibus*  first  published  at  Rome 

of  Voyages  into  the  Polar  Regions,  in  8vo.  price  19$. :  a  work  perfect 
of  its  kind.f 

*  A  copy  of  this  work,  as  was  to  be  expected,  appears  in  the  BihU 
HarL  vol.  i.  no.  7160— but  it  does  not  appear  (as  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected) in  the  rich  sprinkling  of  Northern  literature  and  history  to  be 
found  in  the  collection  of  the  late  Dr.  Heath.  Niceron  has  certainly 
paid  the  author  off  in  few  but  pretty  sharp  words  :  namely,  that  '^  he 
crammed  into  his  book  all  the  marveUous  things  he  could  hear,  or 
see,  without  caring  one  jot  about  their  truth.*'  Mhnovres,  &c.  vol. 
XXXV.  p.  321.  Yet  Messrs.  Rivington  and  Cochrane,  in  their  recent 
very  copious  and  excellent  catalogue,  fear  not  to  mark  a  copy  of 
this  work  at  3i.  3i. :  see  no.  15177-    The  italic  adjuncts  to  the  copy 


t  To  the  above  list^  (how  impossible  is  it  to  avoid  mixing  up  Voyages  and  Tra* 
rels  with  History  ? )  must  be  added  the  previous  Voyage  of  Di»covtry  fir  thejmr- 
pte  of  exploring  Baffin's  Bay^  &c.  by  Captain  Ross,  in  quarto  price  3/.  13«.  6d. 
with  thirty-two  coloured  plates.  This  publication  gave  rise  to  a  controversy  which, 
I  believe,  has  been  long  and  wisely  forgotten :  but  either  party  ^1  feel  more  or 
iMf  strengthened  in  his  positions,  on  the  result  of  Captain  Parry's>lr«f  voyage.  Mr. 
if  array  is  also  the  publisher  of  Captain  Ross'a  book.  Can  it  be  therefore  a  matter 
•f  surprise,  that  the  pubUsber's  villa,  at  Wimbledon,  is  strewed  with  seal  skins,  and 
Umitd  with  skulls  and  homa  of  the  elk  and  rein-deer— together  with  the  canoes, 
•p«art,  and  darts  of  the  Esquimaux  ?  Most  assuredly  Mr.  Murray  has  rUkfy 
iarwed  these  trophies. 
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in  1556j  folio,  yet  finds  purchasers  at  a  good  jfflce^ 
especially  if  it  be  in  fine,  condition;    Requesting  fif^ 

do  indeed  teU  us  that  it  is  in  ^'  old  usooden  bmding,**  Mr.  Bohn  m^- 
sures  his  way  with  extreme  caution^  and  even  philosophy — ^in  his 
estfanation  of  the  price  of  this  book.  Although  his  itaUes  denote  the 
copy  to  contain ''  a  proJusUm  of  wood  euU,^*  yet  he  qualifies  his  pane* 
gyric  by  the  price  of  12.  Is.  He  has  another  copy>  "slightly stained 
with  a  mended  title'*  for  18f . :  and  the  Basil  edition  of  1567«  with 
"  edges  a  little  wom^  stamped  binding*'  (such  are  the  niceties  of 
bibliopegistic  distinctions)  at  12.  5«.  To  another  copy  of  the  Basil 
edition,  he  adds  the  Muscovt  of  Possbyinus*  1587«  folio :  2  vol.  iH 
1, ''  fine  copies,  in  white  monastic  bindings  stamped  on  the  sides"— r 
ibr  S2.  1^.  6<f. :  observing  that  *^  copies  are  usually  marked  at  hosa^ 
42. 4^  to  5/.  5«.*'    This  is  but  candid  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Bphn. 

I  must  be  brief  with  the  remaining  general  historians  of  the  North. 
Skorbo  is  a  great  name,  in  spite  of  Ritson's  sneer.f  His  ''  History 
of  the  Northern  Kings**  was  given  to  the  world  by  Peringakiold,  at 
Stockholm,  in  1697,  in  two  folio  volumes ;  and  this  is  now  become 
a  rare  work.  A  copy  of  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Priestley  at  the 
sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library  for  7l»  Messrs.  Rivington  and  Cochrane 
tempt  us  with  "  a  fine  copy,  in  calf  extra,  marbled  leaves/'  for 
6/.  6s. :  but  Messrs.  I.  and  A.  Arch  hold  out  the  more  irresistible 
temptation  of  a  good  copy,  in  calf  binding,  at  the  mitigated  price  of 
5/.  5i.  See  the  recent  catalogues  of  these  respective  (and  highly  re- 
spectable)  booksellers.  Of  the  Norwegian  Dynasty  of  Kings,  by  the 
same  author,  a  word  or  two  in  a  subsequent  page.  On  the  richly 
furnished  shelves  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss,  you  look  and  sigh  in 
vain  . .  .  for  a  Snokro  ! 

Of  other  general  works,  procure  the  fVandaUa  of  Krantzius, 
Francof  1580:  the  SarmatuB  Europem  Descriptio  of  Gaguinus, 
Spira,  1581 :  (written  in  a  sweet,  pure  style  of  latinity,  according 


.  t  Ritson  said  '*  'tiiras  a  good  name  for  a  tnorer  or  dremmer ;"  I  laq^ect  he  ntfnft 
looked  into  the  author.  Read  Mallet's  eulogy  on  this  *<  Snorer,"  as  Jndidoqalr 
extracted  by  Mr.  Bohn,  in  his  catalogue-^no.  8209— where  one  volume  only  of 
the  work  in  question  is  marked  at  1/.  1 U.  Sd.  And  here,  let  me  ask  why  that  very 
able  and  aoeurate  bibliographer,  Brunet  Fils,  describes  tinsworic  but  as  hi  one 
volume,  and  attaches  the  diminutire  price  of  15fir.  to  it  ?  He  ought  to  aoeompaay 
the  next  polar  expedition,  to  atone  for  such  a  krmken  of  an  error.  See  his  iaeoia* 
parable  Mannel,  vol.  iii.  p.  351. 
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ordinary  reader  to  rest  satisfied  with  the^'account  of 
these  Northern  histories  which  appears  in  the  11  th, 
12th^  and  13th  volumes  of  the  Modem  Universal 
History^  in  folio. — I  must  exhort  the  curious  and  cri- 
tical reader  to  leave  ''no  stone  unturned*'  in  his 
endeavours  to  possess  a  copy  of  the  copious,  impartial, 
and  learned  labours  of  Stritterus,  as  specified  in  the 
subjoined  note.* 

• 

to  Starowol8citi8)t  the  Chronica  Slavarum  of  Steinheim^  Franco/,  ad 
Moen,  1581 ;  the  Orbis  Chthkus  of  Pbjitosius^  published  at  Oltoe 
Kloster,  1688 :( — aU  in  folio— with  some  minor  works^  each  and 
all  to  be  had  at  comparativ^j  moderate  prices :  but  these  works 
afford  food  rather  for  the  Antiquary  and  Critic^  than  for  the  common 
reader. 

Yet  I  am  almost  peremptory  in  the  injunction  that  both  '^  the 
Old*'  and  '^  the  Young''  reader,  place  upon  their  shelves  the  M^noires 
9ur  la  Langue  Celtique  of  Bullet,  in  3  folio  volumes,  1754,  and 
worth  about  6L  16«.  6<2.— as  a  masterpiece  of  philological  erudition^ 
and  as  the  basis  of  very  much  that  is  valuable  and  entertaining  in 
Northern  Literature.  To  these,  they  may  add  a  not  less  instructive 
work  of  its  kind :  the  Thesaurus  Antiquitatum  Teutonicarum  Ecclesi" 
asHcarunij  et  Litierariarum,ofScuihTmB,  folio,  1728,  three  volumes : 
and  worth  hard  upon  52. 5«. :  while,  to  the  full  as  instructive  as  either, 
is  the  Chronelogia  de  rebus  Suecut^  Danue,  Norvegia  of  Mbs8enius> 
with  the  notes  of  Permgskiold  in  2  folio  vols.  170O— of  which  a  copy 
was  purchased  by  Mr.  Priestley  at  Dr.  Heath's  sale  for  31. 3s,  Messrs. 
Rivington  and  Cochrane  mark  it  at  109.  6d.  less. 

*  ''  Memorue  Populorum,  olim  ad  Danubium,  Pontum  Euxmum, 
Paludem  Maotidem,  Caucasum,  &c.  et  inde  magis  ad  Sbptemtbionbs 
iNCOLBNTiUM,  6  Scriptoribus  Hist  Byz.  eruids  et  digesta,  1771-9,  4to. 
four  volumes.  A  masterly  analysis  of  this  work  will  be  found  in 
Meusel's  Bibl.  Hist.  vol.  v.  p.  111-12S  :  and  Mr.  Evans  (who  first 
directed  my  attention  to  it)  had  a  copy  of  it,  in  his  catalogue  of 


t  I  gain  all  this  inteUigence  firom  the  Bibi,  HwleUtna^  vol.  i.  p.  392.  The  wot|c 
of  Gaguin  haa  a  number  of  corioos  platea ;  a  copy  of  it  was  iold  at  Dr.  Heatli'aMlB 
tat  10«.  oniyi' 

X  ^'  Typi$  MontuUrii  Otwenm  :*'  a  copy  wai  sold  at  Dr.  Heath's  sale  for  Sl.  3|. 
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DENMARK. 

Begin  with  old  Saxo  Grammaticus.  Get  a  fine 
copy  of  his^rst  edition  of  the  History  of  Denmark, 
printed  in  the  Latin  tongue,  in  1514,  folio;*  but  at 
any  rate  you  must  not  think  of  paying  your  respects 
at  the  court  of  Copenhagen,  unless  you  can  assure  the 
Danish  monarch  that  you  possess  a  sound  and  perfect 
copy  of  the  best  edition  of  this  work,  with  the  notes  of 
Stephens,  put  forth  in  1644,  folio.  It  will  make  but 
a  slender  inroad  on  your  purse,+  Next,  look  out 
sharply  for  the  Danish  Annals  and  Danish  Monu-^ 
ments  published  by  Olaus  Wormius,  in  1643J  ;  and 

1802«  **  new  and  very  neat*'  marked  at  5Z.  15i.  6d,  It  has  become 
rare  in  this  country. 

*  This  volume  has  escaped  Brunet.  It  is  a  beautiful  book^  and  aa 
old  acquaintance  of  mine,  as  a  fac-simile  of  one  of  its  capital  imtials 
in  the  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  i.  p.  xxxvii.  will  readily  prove.  In  fine 
condition,  it  may  be  worth  1/.  1«.  Messrs,  Longman  and  Co.  value 
it  at  10».  ed,  only  :  Cat.  182^,  n®.  231. 

f  A  good  copy  is  worth  about  H.  11*.  ed.  At  the  sale  of  Dr. 
Heath*s  library,  it  was  bought  for  the  London  Institution  for  1/.  6*. 
Mr.  Bohn  marks  it  at  1/.  10*.  in  vellum — with  an  extract  from  Du 
Fresnoy  as  a  whetter  for  a  purchaser.  Messrs.  Rivington  and  Coch- 
rane mark  it  "  neat "  at  U.  16*.  Those  who  will  read  an  account  of 
Saxo  Grammaticus  in  Mr.  Chalmers's  Biographical  Dictionary,  may 
easily  satisfy  themselves  of  the  value  of  this  historian.  Why  has 
Niceron  neglected  him  ?  And  why  has  the  Biographical  Dictionary 
of  Caen  given  go  bald  an  account  of  him  ?  The  writers  of  the  latter 
work  (edit.  1804)  are  surprised  that  Saxo  should  have  written  such 
good  Latin  in  the  xiith  century  !  They  were  well  read  critics,  doubt- 
less. But  respecting  Torfjbus,  they  are  outrageously  super- 
ficial. 

■ 

{  A  good  copy  of  either,  (being  folio  volumes)  is  worth   1/.  1*. 
The  Danica  Liieratura  Aniiquimma,  &c.  with  cuts^  published  .in 
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covet,  more  vehemently  than  either,  the  truly  valu- 
able productions  of  Torf^us.  You  have  a  familiar 
introduction  to  them  in  the  subjoined  note.*  The 
name  of  Bartholin  is  deservedly  celebrated  in  the 
annals  of  Danish  Literature,  Medicine,  and  Jurispru* 
dence*  My  business  is  only  with  Thomas  (the  son  of 
the  famous  physician-f-)  who  followed  the  latter  pur- 

1636,  at  Amst.  4to.  is  worth  nearly  double  the  money.  It  contains  a 
Dissertation  on  the  ancient  Danish  Poetry.  Messrs.  Payne  and  Fo89 
have,  at  this  moment,  an  excellent  copy  of  it  at  the  weU -judged  price 
of  IL  168, 

*  When  Monsieur  Brunet  Fils  favours  us  with  a  fourth  edition  of 
his  Manuel,  he  will  doubtless  remodel  his  article  of  Torfaus — ^in- 
asmuch as  aU  the  prices  there  attached  to  the  works  of  this  renowned 
antiquary  and  historian,  are  rated  by  him  greatly  below  the  mark. 
For  the  sake  of  juxta-position  I  will  mention  them  as  they  respect 
both  Norway  and  Denmark.  In  1702,  4to.  appeared  his  Series 
Dynastiarum  et  Regum  Dania :  worth  about  10«.  6(i.,  but  selling  at 
Dr.  Heath*s  sale,  in  extra  binding  by  Walther,  for  12.  SSk  In  1707 
appeared  the  Trifolium  Historicum,  seu  Dissertatio  H'utofica  de  tnbut 
Dania  Regibus  Gormo  Grandavoy  &c.  4to.  an  uncommon  book ;  but 
not  so  rare  as  the  Historia  Vinlandia  Antiqua,  1705, 12mo.  of  which 
a  copy  at  Caillard's  sale  (says  Brunet)  was  sold  for  thirty-six  francs. 
The  grand  work  of  Torfaeus  is  his  Historia  Rerum  Norvegicarumf 
published  in  17H>  in  4  folio  %'olumes,  and  usually  bound  in  two.  A 
copy  of  this  scarce  work  was  sold  for  8i.  at  Dr.  Heath's  sale,  and  is 
marked  at  7 1.  I7s.  6d,  in  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Rivington  and 
Cochrane.  With  this  work  should  be  possessed  the  Orcades,  1715, 
folio,  of  the  same  writer ;  and  worth  about  1/.  5s,  In  1777,  4to. 
appeared  the  Notae  Posteriores  of  Torfaeus  on  his  Series  Regmh 
Daniae ;  worth  about  9s,  6d,  All  these  publications  came  forth  at 
Copenhagen^  But  I  had  well  nigh  forgotten  his  Veteris  Groenlandue, 
DescripHo,  published  with  cuts  in  1706,  small  octavo,  of  |vhich  I 
once  possessed  a  large  and  lovely  copy,  bound  in  green  morocco  (as, 
was  most  fitting)  with  gilt  on  the  leaves  . ,,  "  Fuimus  !'' 

f  The  works  of  this  Physician  are  elaborately  detailed  by  Watt 
in  his  Bibliotheca  BrUannica ;  and  are,  with  one  exception,  almost 
exclusively  professional :  shewing  the  extraordinary  activity  as  well 
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suit ;  and  wbo,  in  bis  curioofi  work  ^^  De  Camsis.  anh' 
temptce  a  Danis  adkuc  Oeniilibus  Mortis :  Hafmasy 
1689^  4to.  hath  most  pleasingly  and  learnedly  treated 
of  that  carious  subject.  Again,  if  Heraldry  be  among 
the  favourite  pursuits  of  the  historical  reader,  let  him 
look  closely  into  the  Breviarium  Equestre  of  Birchb- 
RODius,  who  expatiates  with  rapture  on  the  origin^ 
progress,  and  splendour  of  the  Order  of  the  Elephant. 
His  work  was  published,  with  plates,  at  Copenhagen, 
in  1704,  folio,  and  an  uncommon  book  it  is.  Bartho- 
lin is  picked  up  for  a  few  shillings.  Denmark,  on  the 
whole,  is  rich  in  historical  lore.  Whatever  was  the 
scantiness,  or  were  the  defects,  of  preceding  periods, 
the  eighteenth  century  witnessed  some  publications 
which  would  have  done  credit  to  the  most  civilised 
and  powerful  nations  on  the  globe.  It  is  true  that 
Torfaeus  led  the  way ;  but  the  three  quarto  volumes 
of  the  Oesta  et  Vestigia  Danorum  extra  Daniam,  put 
forth  at  Leipsic  in  1540,  roused  Mallet  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  history  of  his  country,  and  of  the 
Northern  Antiquities;  while  these  were  exceeded 
equally  in  splendour,  utility,  and  extent,  by  the  meri- 
torious labours  of  Langebeck  ;*  whose  ^^  Collection 

as  knowledge  of  their  author.  That  ''  one  exceptioQ*'  is  the  only 
thing  expatiated  upon  by  Brunet.  Thomas  Bartholin^  wlio  may  be 
considered  as  the  John  Huntbb  of  the  Norths  died  in  1680.  Con- 
sult Chalmers;  as  the  Diet.  Biographique  of  Caen  is  lamentably 
jejune.  A  weU  written  and  impartial  life  of  Bartholin  would9  even 
now^  be  an  acceptable  gift  both  to  the  public  and  to  the  profession 
in  particular. 

*  The  above>  in  due  order :  but  a  word  or  two  of  previous  publi« 
cations.  Who  has  not  heard  the  sound  of  the  **  Tuba  Danica  of 
Randulffus,"  1644^  folio  ?— nor  read  the  Leges  Antiqiut  AuUat  Nwr^ 
vegorum  8s  Danorum  of  Resenius^  1673>  4to.  an  admirable  work—- in 
the  Danish  and  Latin  languages  ?  with  the  Historia  Compendk^ioi 
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of  Writers  of  Danish  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Ages'*  ap- 
peared in  seven  folio  volumes  at  Copenhagen  in  1772- 
1792.  It  is  said  that  the  present  venerable  and  learned 
Dr.  Tborkelin,  principal  librarian  of  the  Royal  Li<- 
brary  at  Copenhagen^  seldom  pronounces  the  name  of 
Langebeck^  without  passing  his  hand  across  his  eyes^ 
or  placing  it  on  his  heart.     This  is  as  it  should  be. 

the  Kings  of  DeomiMrk,  to  the  time  of  Christian  I V.^  published  in  the 
Latin  language,  at  Leyden  in  1695>  4to.  As  to  the  above — ^the 
Gesta  et  Vestigia  Danorum  extra  Daniatn,  may  be  worth  about 
2/.  1^.  6d.  It  is  now  of  rare  occurrence.  Mallet  is  the  great 
modem  historian  of  Denmark.  His  Introduction  to  the  History  of 
that  country  was  published  in  the  French  language  at  Copenhagen 
in  1755,  4to.  His  History,  in  the  same  language,  was  published 
three  years  afterwards  in  three  quarto  volumes  :  a  rare  veork,  with 
the  third  voltune— and  worth  3/.  13i.  6d,  His  Northern  Antiquities,* 
a  most  curious  work,  was  translated  into  English  and  published  in 
1770,  in  2  octavo  volumes,  under  the  editorial  care  of  Bishop  Percys 
and  has  been  more  than  once  reprinted.  Langbbecs*s  Scriptores 
Merum  Danicarum  MedH  ^vi,  published  at  Copenhagen  in  177^-99> 
is  now  become  a  work  of  uncommon  occurrence.  The  copy  of  it,  in 
Dr.  Heath's  library,  was  sold  for  61.  Ss.  6d.  The  editor  was  doubt« 
less  the  Bouquet  of  Denmigrk.  Dr.  Tborkblin  has  published  a 
Danish  and  Anglo-Saxon  poem  by  Beowulf,  with  (Latin  verses  and 
indexes)  of  the  feats  of  the  Kings  of  Denmark  in  the  third  and 
fourth  centuries,  from  a  MS.  in  the  Cotton  Library.  It  was  pub« 
lished  in  1815,  4to.  and  is  marked  in  boards  by  Mr.  Bohn  at  IL  Ss. 
My  fiiend  Mr.  Douce  is  yet  the  correspondent  of  this  amiable  and 
learned  Septuagenarian :  between  whom  and  Earl  Spencer  many 
book  presents  and  bibliographical  civilities  have  passed*  From  the 
destruction  of  his  library,  in  the  bombardment  of  Copenhagen  during 
the  siege.  Dr.  Thorkelin  has  but  too  just  grounds  of  remembrance 
of  that  tremendous  occurrence. 


>  *  This  work  is  pronounced  by  Ritson  (I  quote  from  memory)  to  be  *'  stuffed 
with  lies  from  one  end  to  the  other."  There  are,  assuredly,  fictions  enough  in  it, 
as  there  are  in  Homer :  but  cannot  the  truth  be  severed  from  the  falsehood  ?  And 
do  not  even  these  falsehoods,  in  some  degree,  illustrate  the  truth  ?  The  ground  of 
Ritson's  abuse  was,  simply,  because  Bishop  Percy  took  a  part  inthe  publication^ 
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NORWAY. 

Norway  will  scarcely  detain  us  two  minutes.  Of 
late  years^  the  shores  of  this  country  have  been  rarely 
visited  ;  and  that  stupendous  chain  of  eternally  snow- 
capt  mountains^  which  separates  it  from  Sweden^  and 
of  which  the  lower  parts  are  alternately  darkened  by 
forests  of  fir,  and  retieved  by  gladsome  pastures — 
this  marvellous  portion  of  the  globe  seems  (as  if 
fashion  should  rule  the  waves  as  well  as  the  land]^  to 
have  no  attractive  charms  for  the  enterprising  tra- 
vellers of  the  south.  On  throwing  an  eye  over  the 
extraordinary  list  of  Voyages  and  Travels  put  forth  by 
the  TWO  most  celebrated  booksellers  in  Europe,  I  find 
no  notice  of  Norway.  Very  recently,  indeed,  a  work 
has  appeared  under  the  following  title :  Travels  through 
Sweden,  Norway,  and  Mnmark,  to  the  North  Cape,  in 
the  Summer  of  1820.  By  A.  de  Capell  Brooke, 
M.  M.  1823.  This  is  a  handsomely  printed,  aind  an 
instructive  volume  ;  but  perhaps  of  equal  interest,  as 
well  as  of  more  scientific  attainment,  is  the  perform- 
ance of  Baron  Von  Buch,  a  Prussian — whose  Travels 
in  Norway  and  Lapland  appeared  in  a  4to.  volume, 
with  Notes,  Illustrations,  and  Maps,  by  Mr.  Jameson, 
in  1813;  and  may  be  worth  2/.  2*,  in  comely  binding. 
Of  the  ancient  historians  of  Norway,  we  must  be 
contented  chiefly  with  Torf^us  and  Snorro.  The 
celebrated  work  of  the  former  has  been  already  no* 
ticed  ;*  and  of  the  latter — (the  son  of  the  Author 
upon  the  Northern  Kings)  it  will  be  only  essen- 
tial to  say,  that,  in  the  possession  of  his  Historia  Re- 

*  See  page  354. 
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gum  Norvegiee :  Hqfniwy  1777,  folio^  6  vols.,  you 
have  in  all  respects  the  most  valuable  work  extant  in 
regard  to  Norway.*  The  history  of  its  revolutions, 
up  to  its  union  with  Sweden  in  1814,  has  been  satis- 
factorily accomplished  by  Catteiau  Calleville,  at  Paris, 
in  1818,  2  octavo  volumes.  But  defective  as  may  be 
the  link  of  Norwegian  Historians,  the  country  under 
discussion  boasts,  in  the  work  of  Pontoppidan,  of  one 
of  the  noblest  volumes  extant  connected  with  Natural 
History.  This  magnificent  book  was  published  at 
London  in  1755,  folio.f 

*  *'  Snorrai,  Sturke-FiUij  Hiitoria  Regum  Norvegicorum,  hlandick, 
Danich,  et  LatM,dSch(ming,  Haunue,  1778>  181S>  &c.  Folio.  Messrs. 
Arch  mark  a  copj^  "  four  vols,  in  three,**  calf»  at  71-  17<-  6d, :  but 
Messrs.  Rivington  and  Cochrane,  adding  another  volume  of  the  date 
of  1818,  mark  a  copy,  sewed,  at  l^kVU. ;  '*  and  very  neat  in  calf," 
at  15/.  15«.  Here  is  a  tremendous  difference  of  valuation,  indeed ! 
The  fifth  volume,  it  is  true,  contains  the  history  of  old  Haco  3  but 
are  the  memoirs  of  that  ancient  gentleman  worth  such  an  additional 
sum  ?  I  predict  however  that,  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 830,  not 
a  Snorro  will  be  found  in  the  archives  of  our  booksellers. 

f  Mr.  Bohn  marks  this  book  at  ^L  2i. :  Messrs.  Rivington  and 
Cochrane  at  3/.  Ss.,  and  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss,  "  2  vols,  in  1,  neat,** 
at  4/.  4«. :  adding  another  copy,  on  fine  paper,  with  the  margin  of  the 
second  vol.  "  slightly  wormed'*  at  5?.  5«.  I  own  I  should  be  for  this 
latter,  in  spite  of  the  insinuating  worm,  against  all  the  field  !  Dr. 
Heath*8  copy  produced  4/.  19^.  Brunet  does  not  notice  a  large 
paper  copy  :  but  such  a  one  (and  I  believe  it  is  unique)  exists  in  the 
mi^nificent  library  at  Althorp.  It  is  bound  in  two  volumes,  in  calf 
binding.  The  Glossarium  Norvagicum,  Germ,  ei  Lat,  \7^9>  12mo« 
was  by  a  different  author,  of  the  same  name. 
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SWEDEN. 

,  This  eoantry  is  suffieiehtly  froitfal  in  literary  lore, 
if  it  have  not,  in  the  developement  of  its  history,  all 
those  hardy  and  original  tndts  which  characterise  the 
Danish  annals,  it  contains,  nevertheless,  a  body  of  in- 
strnction  and  amnsement,  of  which  those  who  have 
met  read  Pnffendorf,  Vertot,  and  Voltaire,  can  have  no 
adequate  conception.  Of  late  years,  indeed,  the  his- 
tory of  this  country  has  become  more  particularly 
interesting ;  it  will  be  the  wisdom  of  its  present 
i^eigning  Monarch  to  consolidate  and  perpetuate^  as 
fieur  as  human  means  may,  the  strength  of  the  Elm}»re 
by  the  encouragement  given  to  patriotic  lbarning. 
As  an  earnest  of  future  glory,  I  hail  the  appearance  of 
the  first  volume  of  the  National  JVriters  of  Sweden^ 
by  ^ant,  published  under  the  auspices  of  the  King.* 

Among  the  earlier  writers  on  Swedish  History,  we 
flaay  notice  the  performances  of  Messenius,  Locce- 
NTUS,  Elric  Olaus,  Erlandus,  Scheffer,  and  Vere- 
Lius  ;i*  writers,  whose  works  rather  belong  to  the 

'  *  Scriptores  Renm  Sueciarum  Medn  JEvi,  edidU  £.  M.  Fjlst, 
thlfnut  et  UpsaUiB,  1818^  folio,  vol.  i.  Of  this  volume,  I  never  saw 
fli  copy :  nor  is  it  at  present  to  be  found  on  the  shelves  of  the  Althorp 
Library.  Among  the  earlier  collections  of  Swedish  writers  was  that 
df  OoLDASTus,  published  in  1727>  folio :  of  which  a  copy  reached 
only  the  moderate  sum  of  95.  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library. 

f  Let  us  consider  these  old  foshioned  gentlemen  in  the  order  in 
which  their  publications  appeared :  but  first,  suppose  ''  the  Young 
Man"  exercise  his  ingenuity,  and  gratify  his  love  of  novelty,  by  turn- 
ing over  the  '^Regnorum  Suecia,  Gothue,  Magnique  Ducatus  fl«- 
landiis,  Ssc  Descr^tio  Nova,  1656,  adorned  with  cuts ;  and  then  exa- 
mine the  more  stately  and  satisfisictory  work  entitled  Suecia  Antiqua 
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cabinets  of  the  curious,  than  to  the  libraries  of  gene- 
ral Collectors.  The  note  just  referred  to,  will  accord<» 
ingly  be  read  only  by  such  a  class  of  Virtuosi  or 
Antiquaries.  I  hasten,  therefore,  to  the  Biographies 
of  Christina,  Gustavus  Vasa,  and  Charles  XII ; 
because,  in  the  first  place,  these  bic^raphies  contain 

ET  HoDiERNA^  published  at  Stockholm^  iq  three  folio  volumes.  He 
may  afterwards  purchase^  or  not,  the  works  of  the  above  authors  as 
follow.  Scandia  lUuiirata^  Mbsssnii  }  with  notes,  by  Peringskiold. 
Holmiae,  1700,  folio  :  Chronicon  Epucopomm,  Ejusdbm  %  1611,  8vo* 
LoccENii  Hi$t,  Rerum  Sueciar,  el  Jntiquit,  SueO'Goth.  Holmm 
1654,  8vo.  A  copy  is  in  the  library  of  the  London  Institution. 
Suecict  Regni  Leges  Proffincialet,  &c.  Ejusd.  Holm.  1672,  folio :  a 
curious  and  uncommon  book :  see  BibL  Harleian.  vol.  i.  tP.  72^* 
Historic  Suecarut,  &c.  usq.  ad  Car,  IL  Libr.  IX.  &c.  Franco/,  et  Upt. 
1676,  folio.  By  the  same  Author,  and  equally  rare  ancT  valuable. 
Elrici  Olai  Historia  Suecorum  Oothorumque.  Holm.  1654,  12mo. 
This  book  was  edited  by  Loccenius.  A  copy  of  it  was  purchased  fay 
Mr.  Heber  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library  for  6s,  6d.  Ishabl  £r- 
LAMDi  Vita  S.  Erici  Suecia  Regis,  1675,  8vo.  A  copy  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  same  gentleman,  from  the  same  library. 

The  name  of  Scbbffbr  stands  deservedly  high  among  the  writers 
of  Northern  History ;  and  there  are  several,  I  believe,  of  the  same 
name.  The  History  of  Lapland  is  probably  more  generally  known  ; 
but  the  Harleian  Catalogue  furnishes  me  with  the  following  of  John 
Scheffer,  relating  to  Sweden.  De  Aniiquis  Verisque  Regni  Stiedae 
Luignibus.  Lib*  sing.  Holm,  1678,  folio :  Upsalia  cujus  Occanone 
plurhna  in  ReUgione,  Sacris,  Festis,  ilhutrantur.  VpsaL  1666,  8vo. 
De  Situ  8s  Vocabulo  Upsalia,  &c.  HohnitB,  1678,  8vo.  Neither  of 
this  writer,  nor  of  the  following  yet  more  curious  one,  do  I  find  any 
works  in  the  well-stocked  library  of  the  late  Dr.  Heath.  It  is  of 
Verblius  of  whom  I  am  about  to  speak ;  and  whose  Manuductio 
Compendiosa  ad  Runographiam  Scandicam  Antiquam  recte  intelligent 
dam,  Upsal,  1675,  small  folio,  is  considered  by  my  fiiend  Mx.  Douoe 
as  exhibiting  the  performance  of  the  **  Coryphaeus  of  Northern  lore  :** 
indeed,  as  he  pronounced  these  words,  he  thrice  flourished  his  Runic 
staff,  or  wand  round  his  head  !  And  yet  —  that  same  deeply  versed 
antiquary  could  not  put  into  my  hands  (as  he  did  the ''  Manuductio'*) 
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some  of  the  most  curious  particulars  of  Swedish  his*" 
tory;  and  because^  in  the  second  place^  we  have 
hardly  any  regular  history,  of  that  country  till  we 
catch  hold  of  the  little  elegantly  printed  (Elzevirean) 
production  of  the  Life  of  Christina,  published  in 
1667^  12mo.*  An  Englishman,  however,  may  solace 
himself  with  the  sensibly  written  History  of  Sweden 

the  ''  hid£x  Lingua  Scytho^Scandka,  noe  Gothica,  ex  vet.  mon,  collect, 
1691,  folio— which  Rudbeck  republished  in  his  Atlantica;  nor  was  I 
fiimishedy  by  him^  with  the  same  author's  "  Hervarar  Saga^  seu  Mu' 
lieris  belUcosct,  Hervara  dicta,  Historia,  Ling.  Suec,  cum  Interp,  Lot, 
et  Notis;  Upsal.  167^,  folio.  But  these '*  Saga*"  plunge  the 
Ubliographer  into  an  unfothomable  and  interminable  ocean  of  re- 
Bcarch,  If,  however,  the  heart  of  the  enterprising  **  Young  Man" 
ihil  him,  in  these  confined  and  curious  researches,  I  beg  and  entreat 
that  when  a  good  copy  of  the  Monumenta  Sueo-Gothica  (with  no 
stinted  sprinkling  of  curious  cuts)  of  Pebinoskiold,  Stock.  1710, 
fblio,  turns  up — he  will  give  as  much  as  Mr.  Priestley  did,  at  Br. 
Heath's  sale,  to  become  its  purchaser — namely,  21.  lOs. 

*  Before  the  appearance  of  the  rare  little  Elzevir  volume  above 
noticed,  there  was  published  an  Italian  History  of  Christina,  at 
Modena,in  1656, 4to. :  now  become  a  rare  book ;  see  Bibl.  Heath,  no. 
2510.  Four  years  afterwards  appeared  an  English  work  under  the 
following  title,  '^'The  History  of  Christina  Queen  ofSwedeland,with 
the  Reason  for  her  Abdication  and  Motives  of  her  Conversion  to  the 
Church  of  Rome,"  1660,  8vo.  Bibl.  Harl.  vol.  i.  n°.  7220.  But 
the  most  splendid  and  perfect  work,  relating  to  this  celebrated  Queen, 
was  published  in  the  French  language,  '*  Mimoires  de  Christine, 
Reine  de  SuMe,  {recueillis  par  Archenhoh)  Amst,  1751,  4to.  4  vols, 
with  cuts,  including  portraits ;  and  of  which  a  copy  was  bought  by 
Earl  Gower  at  Dr.  Heath's  sale  for  2Z.  12«.  Christina  has  recently 
had  more  honours  paid  to  her  memory.  Lacombc  published  a  short 
history  of  her  in  1762,  12mo. ;  and  Cateau  Calleville  in  1815,  Svo. 
8  vols. 


i*  Messrs.  I.  and  A.  Arch  once  bad  a  snug  comer  of  their  valuable  stock  of 
books  devoted  to  these  "  Saga"  -  -  but  the  Northern  Mania  put  them  quickly  to 
fli^ :  to  theequal  joy  of  their  past  and  present  possessors* 
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which  appears  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  Modem 
Universal  History ^  in  folio,  and  in  the  twenty-ninth 
and  thirtieth  volumes  in  octavo. 

Next  comes  Puffendorf,  a  host  in  himself;  his 
^*  Swedish  Jffairs,^*  and  Transactions  of  Gustavus 
Jtdolphus*'*  being  works  (especially  the  latter)  with-*' 
out  which  no  historical  collection  can  be  considered 
as  complete.  We  approach  Vertot  ;  whose  Histoire 
des  Revolutions  de  Suede  was  first  publisbsd  in  1734^ 
4to.  Its  reimpressions  are  very  numerous.  About  the 
same  period  came  out  Voltaire's  popular  Histoire  de, 
Charles  XH. ;  of  which  the  editions  are  almost  innu*. 
merable ;  and  which  indeed  may  be  considered  one 
of  the  most  instructive  and  admirably  written  works 
of  modern  times,+ 

*  First,  of  his  Commentariorum  de  Rebus  Suecids  Libr,  xxio.  ab 
expedit.  Chistaiti  Adolphi  Reg.  in  Germaniam  ad  Abdicationem  Chris^ 
Una,  first  published  at  Utrecht,  in  1686,  folio :  and  afterwards  at 
Franckfort  on  the  Main,  1705,  folio.  A  work  of  great  and  justly 
founded  reputation.  No  historian  or  commentator  on  Swedish  affairs 
excels  Pu£fendorf.  A  good  copy  of  the  latter  edition  may  be  worth 
H.  105.  The  *'  Res  gesUs  Caroli  Gustavi  Sueciae  Regis,'*  was  printed 
at  Nuremberg,  in  1696,  folio,  two  vols,  and  again  at  the  same 
place  in  1729  5  of  which  latter,  a  copy  produced  3/.  lOs.  at  the  sale 
of  Dr.  Heath's  library.  It  has  many  plates.  A  French  version  ap- 
peared at  Nuremberg  in  two  vols,  the  year  after  the  first  Latin  ver- 
sion :  Bibl.  Harl  vol.  i.  n^.  7^11. 

But  the  Great  Gubtavus  has  more  recent  historians.  Harte  pub- 
lished his  history  in  1759,  4to.  which  has  been  reprinted  in  8vo. — a 
work  strongly  recommended  by  Lord  Chesterfield  on  the  score  of 
matter.  The  style  is  literally  execrable ;{  and  Mauvillon  published 
his  history  from  the  MSS.  of  Archenholz,  at  Amst.  1764,  ISmo. 
4  vols,  or  4  to.  1  vol. 

f  The  most  copious,  and  intrinsically  valuable,  history  of  Charles 
XIL  is  that  by  Nordbbbo,  published  in  the  French  language  at  the 


X  Sec  Lord  Chcrtcrficld'^  Letters,  April  16, 1759 :  Dec.  6, 1761,  and  *fov.  2^; 
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Of  recent  execution^  we  have  indeed  nothing  ^imo* 
lately  fiiU  and  instructive  relating  to  Swedav:  al 
leasts  I  am  unacquainted  with  any  such  production. 
But  I  cannot  close  these  observations^  however  im- 
perfect>  without  making  some  mention,  and  enforcing 
the  recommendation,  of  the  celebrated  work  called » 
Olai  Rudbbckii  Atlantica,  published  in  four  folio 
volumes,  at  Upsal,  in  IGTS-IGPS,"*^  and  of  which  per« 

Hague^  in  1748,  4to.  4  vols. :  and  worth  about  1/.  18^.  or  3Z.  9t.  To 
thisj  and  to  similar  works,  let  me  add  ''  MSmoires  pour  servir  d  la 
eonnotssance  des  affaire*  de  la  Su^  (par  CanzlerJ  in  1776j'*  Dresd, 
two  parts,  in  quarto. 

*  The  '^JtUmtica,  she  Manhekn  vera  Japheti  poHeriorum  aedes  ac 
pairia**  of  Rudbeck  is  doubtless  among  the  orbatbbt  guns  of  i^ 
well  chosen  collection.  Brunet,  by  the  assistance  of  an  amusing  foki 
instructive  work  called  ''  Voyage  de  deux  Eranfais  an  Nord  de 
V Europe,'*'  1790,  (of  which  the  author  was  Fortia  de  Piles)  has  given 
a  veiy  particular  and  fiEuthful  account  of  this  extraordinaiy  produce 
tion.  The  main  features  of  a  perfect  and  desirable  copy  are  these* 
There  are  three  different  titles  to  the  first  volume :  one  has  tife  date 
of  1675  ;  another,  that  of  1679,  purporting  to  be  a  second  edition— ^ 
but  in  fact  precisely  like  the  volume  with  a  previous  date,  having 
only  seven  additional  leaves  at  the  end.  There  is  a  third  title  page 
without  any  date-— and  all  these  title-pages  were  found  in  the  Val- 
liere  copy,  which  produced  1351  francs — a  sum  exceeding  that  of 
any  other  copy  sold  in  France.  This  copy  had  other  peculiarities^ 
presently  to  be  noticed,  and  chiefly  the  index  to  the  third  volume^ 
for  which  the  keen  Collector  must  be  on  the  constant  look  out. 
Debure  never  saw  any  copy  with  this  Index,  but  that  of  Ga^gnat. 
It  will  be  found,  I  believe,  in  the  copies  of  his  Miyesty,  Earl  Spencer^ 
Mr.  Grenville,  and  Mr.  G.  Hibbert,  and  I  suspect  that  a  similar  copy 
graces  the  Chatsworth  Library.  The  Atlas,  which  was  Jirst  pubn 
lished,  should  contain  forty  three  plates ;  or  rather  forty-one  leaves, 
including  two  Chronological  tables,  which  follow  the  forty-thinjl 
plate.    The  fifth  plate  is  never  found;  but  there  is  a  duplicate  of  the 


1762.    Harte'B  book  did  not  sell  at  all.    The  author  meditated  a  new  edition ; 
upon  which  Lord  C.  told  him  that  ''he  should  first  translate  itinto  EngiiaL** 
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feet  copies  are  cherished  with  a  sort  of  enthusiastic 
fondness^  only  exceeded  by  the  possesion  of  a  perfect 

twenty-fifth.  A  copy^  with  the  Index*  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  Meer- 
maa*s  library^  for  Wl.  &s, :  but  if  that  copy  was  raold  in  tbif 
country,  I  beg,  with  due  deference,  to  become  acquainted  with  thf 
price  for  which  it  was  parted  with.  ^ 

And  now,  a  word  about  the  fourth  volume.  It  is  in  feet  almost 
UKFiNDABLE  ;  as  ouly  three  or  four  copies  are  supposed  to  have  sur<« 
vived  the  fire  which  consumed,  not  only  the  author's  MS.  (with  ^ 
foregoing  exception)  but  the  wholb  of  thb  impression  after  the  thiiyl 
sheet  of  the  second  alphabet  had  been  struck  off.  These  peri8he4 
with  a  g^at  number  of  copies  of  the  third  volume  ;  so  that  the  first 
two  volumes  of  Rudbeck  are  often  found  (as  in  the  Harleian  Collec- 
tion) without  the  third.  My  printer  furnishes  me  with  the  following 
notice  from  his  interleaved  De  Bure : 

''  De  Bure  is  certainly  mistaken  in  asserting  that  there  are  no 
printed  copies  of  the  4th  vol.  of  Rudbeck's  Atlantica.  Mr.  Dryan- 
der  has  often  seen  the  copy  which  is  in  the  University  Library  a. 
Upsala,  containing,  as  for  as  Mr.  Dryander  can  remember,  about  ISO 
pages.  In  the  library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm  la 
another  copy,  as  may  be  seen  from  RounadJer's  Catalogue  (of  hip 
library  given  to  the  Academy)  page  4,  no.  48-52^  where  are  the 
1,  2,  3,  volumes,  and  of  the  4th,  as  much  as  has  been  printed*-to- 
gether  with  the  plates  in  a  fifth  vol.  Mr.  Dryander  has  also  been  told 
that  one  copy  is  in  the  possession  of  Professor  Aurivilliers  at  Upsala» 
and  that  one  was  in  the  library  of  the  late  Dr.  Hawswolff,  rector  of 
St.  Clara  in  Stockholm,  which  was  bought  at  the  sale  of  his  booksi, 
either  for  some  public  library  or  some  private  person  in  Germany* 
This  accounts  for  four  copies^  which  Mr.  Dryander  has  been  told  to 

it 

be  the  only  existing,  and  also  that  they  do  not  all  contain  the  same 
number  of  sheets.  In  Upsala  it  is  believed  that  the  copy  in  the 
public  library  there  is  the  completest  5  but  as  Mn  Dryander  has  not 
seen  any  of  the  others,  he  has  no  proof  of  it.'* 

Mr.  Towneley's  fine  copy,  bound  in  five  volumes,*  in  red  morocco, 
produced  eighty  guineas ;  and  I  cannot  suppose  such  a  copy  to  be  now 
Ikllen  in  price.  Mr.  Grenville's  copy  was  obtained  for  a  considerably 
less  sum,  from  the  sale  of  Prince  Palm's  library,  at  Ratisbon,  in  1819. 


*  Tbere  was  a  duplicate  of  ih»/lrtt  rolvame,  hariiig  no  date. 
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set  of  the  peregrinations  of  De  Bry.  Happy  is  that 
man,  but  happier  yet  that  well-versed  BibliomaniaCf 
who^  on  pointing  to  his  perfect  Rudbeck,  says,  that 
^'his  blood  and  treasure  have  not  flowed  in  vain  in 
the  acquisition  of  such  an  object.*'  Great  conquests 
can  only  be  obtained  by  great  expenditures.  And  so 
he  hastens  to  open  his  black-letter  tomes^  of  which,  in 
all  probability,  he  is  unable  to  read  one  word  of  the 
original  text,  however  he  may  grapple  with  the  Latin 
version.  I  cannot  in  my  heart  help  avowing  that,  the 
printing  and  embellisments  of  this  work  are  most  pro- 
vokingly  repulsive.  Yet  I  must  not  be  supposed,  to 
nuse  the  feeblest  sound  against  its  intrinsic  worth. 

RUSSIA. 

The  last  and  not  the  least  of  the  Empires  of  the 
Norths  whose  history  may  be  worth  the  sedulous  at- 
tention of  the  Student,  is  Russia  :  an  Hercules  in  its 
infancy.  Of  its  strength  and  power  in  maturity^  no 
political  foresight  can  venture  to  form  any  satisfactory 
prediction.  As  an  empire,  influencing  the  destinies 
of  the  other  parts  of  Europe,  its  history  scarcely  ex- 
tends beyond  the  last  century ;  although  of  the 
Affairs  of  Muscovy  we  have  a  work  of  nearly  three 
hundred  years  standing.  I  allude  to  that  of  Sigis- 
MUND  Baron  of  Herberstein  ;  which  was  succeeded, 
in  about  half  a  century^  by  a  Body  of  the  Historians 
of  the  same  country.* 

*  Take  the  following  account  of  these  works.  ''  Sigismimdi  UheH 
Maronis  in  Herberstein  rerum  Mtucoviticarum  Commentarii  BatU. 
1656,  folio.  I  find,  however,  a  copy  of  this  work  of  the  date  of 
1551,  in  the  catalogue  of  Dr.  Heath's  library,  no.  2537,  where  it  is 
said  to  contain  '*  cuts  and  a  curious  portrait  of  the  first  RuMian  Kitkg 
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I  am  anxious^  in  this  bibliographical  sketch  of 
works  bearing  on  Russia^  that  ^^  the  Young  Man " 
should^  in  the  first  place^  provide  himself  with  the 
jitlas  RussicuSy  published  by  the  Imperial  Academy 
at  Petersburg  in  1743,  which  he  may  obtain  for  about 
2/.  2s. ;  and  that  he  should  afterwards  study  well  the 
works  of  D'Anvillb  and  the  Marquis  Gabriel  db 
Castelnau,^  upon  the  ancient  and  modern  histories 
of  this  vast  Empire.    Let  him  then  throw  more  than 

who  was  converted  to  Christianity.'*  The  copy  was  in  antique  bind- 
ing, and  was  purchased  by  Mr,  Evans  for  21,  17'.  The  *'  Muscoviti" 
cartitn  Rerum  Scriptores  unum  in  corpus  congesti,  &c.  curis  Marnii  Sg 
jtubrii/^  was  published  at  Franckfbrt^  in  1600^  folio ;  and  Isaac  Vos- 
sius's  copy  of  this  work  was  bought  by  the  London  Institution  at  Dr. 
Heath's  sale  for  1 9$,  6d.  To  these  let  me  here  add  a  couple  of  lines 
by  noticing  the  work  of  Lasitzki  de  Russorum  Muscovitarum  8s  Tar- 
tar orum  ReligUme  et  Ritibus,  Spirse^  1582^  4to. :  a  rare  book,  and  if 
in  sound  condition^  well  worth  a  golden  guinea.t 

*  Whatever  D*Anville  wrote,  is  worth  purchasing  and  worth 
reading.  His  work  in  question  is  styled  :  "  L' Empire  de  Russie,  son 
origine  et  8€s  accroissemens.*'  Paris,  1772>  12nio.  The  modem  work 
by  the  Marquis,  bears  this  title :  '^  Essai  sur  Vhistoire  ancienne  et 
moderne  de  la  nouvelle  Russie :  Statistique  des  provinces  qui  la  compo» 
sent :  Odessa,  fifc.  Voyage  en  Crim^e,  Paris,  1820,  8vo.  3  vols.— with 
plates,  II,  Is,  in  boards. 

i*  In  a  snb-note,  I  may  be  allowed  to  whisper  in  the  ear  of  the  very  curious  Col- 
lector, that  one  or  two  scarce  books  belong  to  the  class  of  those  which  treat  of  the 
Affairs  of  Muscovy.  As  this:  **  Ulfeldii  Legatio  MoscovitUa"  Aio.  Franc.  1608. 
There  is  a  striking  similarity  between  the  account  given  by  this  Author  of  the  Tar- 
tars and  that  drawn  by  Pallas  in  our  own  days ;  which  proves  that  the  manners  of 
the  Tartars  had  undergone  very  little  variation  in  more  than  a  century.  Diarmm 
Itineris  MoscovitB  magnif.  Dom,  Jgnac.  Christ,  de  Guarietit,  S^c,  anno  1678,  tUtcrip^ 
turn  a  J.  G.  Korbioy  a  small  thin  folio,  Vienna^  1700.  This  very  rare  book  was 
suppressed  at  the  instigation  of  Peter  the  First,  on  account  of  the  Anecdotes  it  con- 
tains of  the  Rus»an  Court.  In  his  History  of  the  Rebellion  of  the  Strelitzes,  the 
Author  informs  us  that  the  Czar  beheaded  eleven  of  the  rebels  in  ten  days  with  his 
9ttn  hand!  A  copy  of  this  work  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  the  Meerman  library.  A 
copy  is  in  his  Majesty's  collection,  and  in  the  libraries  of  Messrs.  Heber,  Hibbert, 
and  Beckford. 

Bb 
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a  cursory  glance  over  the  Description  de  tcnstes  les 
ffations  4e  f  Empire  ^  RtissU,  puhlmhed  in  1776,  in 
three  quarto  volumes ;  and  especially  let  him  low  no 
oppottonity  of  secunng  a  good  and  moderately  priced 
copy  of  a  work— which  perhaps  may  supersede  all 
previous  similar  works— entitled  Histoire  de  la  Russie 
Ancienne  et  Modeme,  par  N.  Gabr.  Le  Clerc,  pub* 
lished  at  Paris  in  1783/ in  6  vols.  4to.,  with  an  Atlas^ 
in  folio.*  He  may  then  set  to  work  in  chronological 
order ;  and  putting  the  pretty  little  Strawberry  Hill 
edition  of  Lord  Whitworth's  Account  of  Russia^ 
in  1710^  (printed  in  1758, 12mo.)  into  his  pocket,  or 
post  chaise,  as  an  out^f-door  companion,  he  will  sit 
solidly  and  steadily  do\vn  to  Gbnshal  Manstbin-s 
Memoirs  of  Russia  from  1727  to  1744  with  9faps  and 
Plans,  published  in  r773,+ 4to.  which  will  be  found  to 
Contain  a  great  deal  of  valuable  and  correct  infor- 
mation. 

We  now  reach  the  order  of  time  in  which  the  best 
edition  of  Bell's  Travels  from  Petersburgh  to  dmerse 
Parts  of  Asiay  appeared ;  namely,  in  1763, 2  vols.  4to. 
printed  by  the  respectable  family  of  the  Foulises,^;  and 
about  twenty  years  afterwards  came  out  the  Travels  of 

^  The  Yolumes  above  specified  may  be  worth  about  12«.  each :  but 
I  suspect  a  well  bound  copy  of  the  latter  work  is  not  to  be  obtained 
under  41. 14^.  ^d.  To  such  works  add  the  following:  Tahleaa  hu^ 
iorique  giographique,  miUUwre  et  naval,  de  la  Russie,  par  D.  db  Rat- 
MONDj  Paris,  1819^  8vo.  2  vols.  Dictionnaire  G^ographique  et  fifis^ 
iorique  de  V Empire  des  Russies^  par  Vsevolojskys^  Moscou,  18I3> 
8vo.  ^  vols. 

t  A  copy  of  this  work,  bound  in  russia^  was  brought  by  Mr. 
Payne  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library  for  1/.  lis.  6d.  It  is  a  long 
time  since  I  have  met  vnth  a  good  copy  of  it. 

X  Dr.  Heath's  copy  of  this  work  was  bought  by  Sir  Richard  So- 
rough  for  ^l,  \2s.  Gd,     It  is  the  best  edition. 
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Mr.  Archdeacon  Coxb,  in  Poland  and  Russia^  in  3 
vote.  4to.  ]  784^  with  maps  and  eats.  But  the  splen-* 
dour  and  celebrity  of  all  travels  in  Russia,  performed 
by  Englishmen^  has  been  exceeded  by  that  of  the  late 
and  deeply  lamented  Dr.  Edwakd  Clarke — ^through* 
Russia^  Tartary^  and  Turkey ;  first  published  in  1810<c^ 
1 2f  in  four  quarto  volumes ;  and  succeeded,  till' 
within  a  short  time  of  the  author^s  death,  by  publica-' 
tions  of  other  Travels  in  the  Holy  Land^  Htmgary^ 
and  BohemiaJ^    It  is  surelynot  too  much  to  aver; 

^  Of  works  of  such  recent  and  general  notoriety,  it  were  perhaps 
unnecessary  to  enter  into  any  very  elaborate  detail :  yet  it  is  not  less 
honourable  to  the  British  public,  than  to  the  author's  memory,  that, 
within  the  comparatively  short  period  of  fourteen  years,  so  many  edi* 
.  tions,  in  a  quarto  and  octavo  form,  should  have  aj^peared  of  these 
truly  interesting  travels.  This  fact  is  alone  a  test  of  their  value. 
The  reader  may  be  gratified  with  the  foUowing  anal3rsis : 

VOLUME  I.  Russia,  Tartart,  Turkey.  First  Edition  :  1810^ 
4to.  Second  Edition,  1811, 4to.  Third  Edition,  1813, 4to.  Fourth 
Edition,  1816,  8vo. 

VOLUME  II.  Greece,  Egypt,  and  the  Holy  Land.  Section  the 
First.  First  Edition,  1812,  4to.  Second  Edition,  1813,  4to.  Third 
Edition,  1817>  8vo. 

VOLUME  in.  The  same  Countries.  Section  the  Second,  first 
Edition,  1813, 4to.  Second  Edition,  1817,  8vo. 

VOLUME  IV.  The  same  Countries.  Section  the  Third :  to 
which  is  added  a  Supplement,  respecting  the  Author's  Journey  from 
Constantinople  to  Vienna,  containing  his  Account  of  the  Gold  Mina 
of  Transylvania,  in  Hungary,  first  Edition,  1S16,  4to.  Second 
Edition,  1818,  8vo. 

VOLUME  V,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Lapland,  Finland,  Norway, 
and  Russia.     Section  the  First.     First  Edition,  1819,  4to. 

VOLUME  VI.  The  same  Countries.  Section  the  Second.  First 
Edition,  18^,  4to.  A  review  of  this  Second  Section  appeared  in  the 
October  Number,  1823,  of  the  Edinburgh  Review.  All  the  preceding 
volumes  have  been,  I  believe,  elaborately  and  ably  reviewed  in  boidl 
the  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  critical  Journals. 

Such  are  the  works  of  the  kte  lamented  Dr.  Edward  Clarke. 


372  NORTHERN  HISTORIES.  [Rtoiia. 

that  few  Travellers  have  obtained  so  large  and  so 
general  a  reputation  as  Dr.  Clarke.  His  style  is  easy 
and  perspicuoas.  His  facts  are  striking^  interesting, ' 
and  instructive :  and  if  the  matter  contained  in  such 
a  formidable  series  of  quartos  might  have  received  a 
salutary  compression,  we  must  not  lament  that  too 
much,  rather  than  too  little,  has  been  said  upon  sub* 
jects,  which  had  something  more  than  the  mere  charm 
of  novelty  to  ensure  them  a  popular  reception.  Scep« 
ticism  was  up  in  arms  about  the  contents  of  the  first 

Another  volume,  too  closely  connected  with  the  preceding,  is  about 
to  be  added  :  I  mean,  that  of  his  Life,  with  posthomous  disquisi* 
tions,  for  which  a  large  and  libersd  subscription  has  already  been  set 
on  foot.  The  Travels  of  Dr.  Carke  are  published  in  a  very  unosten* 
tatious  manner,  in  respect  to  paper,  printing,  and  embellishments. 
Each  of  these,  considering  the  prices  of  the  volumes,  might  have 
been  on  an  improved  scale :  nor  am  I  quite  satisfied  with  the  ZiAioB 
PAPEB,  inasmuch  as  it  should  have  presented  us  with  a  more  decided 
difference  from  the  small.  .  In  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Harding, 
Mavor,  and  Lepard,  I  observe  a  copy  of  the  quarto  impressions 
(1810-15)  on  small  paper,  '^  bound  in  crimson  morocco,  extra'*  (it 
should  have  been  dark  green  or  dark  blue  morocco)  marked  at 
twenty-five  guineas.  The  octavo  volumes  are  published  at  about 
IBs.  each ;  and  eight  volumes,  in  this  form,  including  Russia,  Tar- 
tary,  Greece,  Egypt,''and  the  Holy  Land,  are  marked,  in  calf  binding, 
at  8^.  8s.  in  the  last  catalogue  of  Messrs.  I.  and  A.  Arch. 

But  the  name  of  Clarke  will  be  for  ever  connected  with  ancient 
ci«A88iCAL  Literature.  His  labours  upon  the  tomb  of  Alexander, 
and  on  the  fragment  of  a  colossal  statue  of  Ceres  (the  latter  pre- 
sented by  him  to  his  own  University,  Cambridge)  are  learned  and 
ingenious ;  yet,  even  higher  honour  is  due  to  their  author,  by  his 
having  procured  a  very  important  MS.  of  the  Grebk  Rhetoricians, 
now  in  the  British  Museum ;  and  the  most  precious  M8.  extant  of 
Plato  : — a  MS.  over  which  Person  hung  with  rapture,  and  Mr. 
G&isford  yet  indulges  in  visions  of  classical  inspiration  !  It  is  pre- 
served in  the  Bodleian  Library.  Upon  the  whole,  if  Humbolt  be  the 
first,  Clarke  is  the  second  Traveller  of  his  age. 
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volume,  which  represented  the  Rtiss  to  be  almost  a 
compound  of  fraud  and  filth ;  and  had  the  author 
ventured  to  Petersburgh,  while  his  text  was  fresh  in 
the  memories  of  its  inhabitants,  he  might  have  been  re^ 
warded  by  a  ducking  in  the  waters  of  the  Neva.  Yet 
when  temporary  prejudices,  and  temporaiy  views  and 
interests  shall  have  subsided,  the  name  of  Clarke  will 
be  held  in  more  than  ordinary  estimation  by  a  grate- 
ful posterity.  If  some  facts  and  statements,  in  those 
meritorious  volumes  to  which  his  imperishable  name 
is  affixed,  appear  to  be  distorted,  or  given  upon  loose 
testimony — and  doubtless  much,  in  the  earlier  vo- 
lumes, requires  great  qualification  and  correction — 
there  is  on^  the  other  hand,  an  abundance  of  matter, 
which  while  it  has  been  highly  conducive  to  the  best 
interests  of  science,  has  displayed  the  keen  and  pene- 
trating observation,  the  hardy  enterprise,  and  the  in- 
vincible perseverance  of  the  Author.  That  Dr.  Clarke 
will  LIVE,  in  the  purest  sense  of  the  word,  cannot  be 
doubted  for  an  instant. 

But  among  the  works  which  ti^eat  of  the  History  of 
Russia,  we  must  not  omit  those  that  relate  to  the 
Lives  or  Memoirs  of  Peter  the  Great  and  Catharine 
II. ;  characters,  equally  extraordinary  of  their  kind, 
and  under  whose  sceptres  the  Russian  Empire  may  be 
said  to  have  attained  a  more  formidable  ascendancy 
throughout  Europe.^    Both  French  and  English  Me- 

*  Besides  the  celebrated  work  of  Voltaibb^  upon  the  former-— 
which  has  been  published  in  all  forms  and  sizes^  and  of  which  the 
popularity  need  not  here  be  dwelt  upon — the  French  have  published 
various  works.  Journal  de  Pierre  le  Grand,  &c.  Lond.  177S,  Svo, 
2  vols.  M^moires^  &c.  by  Sunannoi^  Amst.  1740,  12mo.  5  vols. 
Anecdotes  Originales,  Strasb.  1787,  Svo.  But  the  most  esteemed 
work,  (which  is  in  German)  is  that  of  De  Halem^  published  at  Mun* 
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h&v«  MC^^red  lipoQ  thi^  fertile  field;  tMi 
flttidtig  btti*s^ke8^  ftt^,  I  believe,  bate  been  re#aFd6d 
by  tlie  t^titatii3d  Wtiich  hUs  followed  the  labotthiof 
the  imk  Rbverettd  Mr.  William  Tooke.  Yet  tUi 
modern  ti>ateller^-#tio,  of  all  others^  seeois  to  have 
Mblicidted  the  natUrat  ftnd  doit  history  oi  Rtissia>  ift 
l^AbLAd )  si  (jfentiani  add  worthy  in  611  respects  to  be 
classed  aciiong  the  irio^t  Accurate  dedbribfers  of  thii 
ccmntry, .  The  Pteneh  hav6  tieen  ihost  active  in  ver- 
sion*  of  bis  te^ct,  and  iUb  pages  of  Branet*  8np[4y  a 
rich  harv^est  of  the  labours  of  that  thiveller's  pen. 

It  is  yet  possible  that  ^^  the  Old  man,**  whose  eyes 
might  be  [Speedily  wiearied  by  k>6king  into  the  greater 
part  of  the  piiebeding  t<rorks,  would  be  desirous  <^ 
tlitikidgover,  in  tbe  calm  leisure  of  country  retirement, 
a  few  of  the  more  isplendid  and  (Striking  publications^ 
which  display  the  manners,  custom8>  and  dress,  6f  the 
Rii^idnii.  If  this  be  the  case,  let  him  hasten  to  sectit^ 
the  Histoire  de  Russie  enjigures,  Paris,  1799,  4to.  3 
vols,  of  which  the  celebrated  David  is  the  author; 
and  if  the  small  and  similar  work  of  Breton,  in  eight 

ster  in  1803-5,  Svo.  3  vols.  Of  Catharine^  the  Histoire,  &c.  by  Ca9- 
TERA,  in  1800^  3  vols. :  and  the  MSmoires  secrets  of  Masson,  Pari8> 
1800-3^  8vo.  4  vols,  are  among  the  principal :  while  a  French  ver- 
sion of  Mr.Tooke*s  well  known  hbtory  of  the  same  extraordinary  cha- 
fer appeared  at  Pluis  in  1804,  Svo.  in  six  vols.  Mr.  Tooke*s  history 
of  Russia  to  the  Succession  of  Catherine  II.>  was  published  in  twt> 
octavo  volumes.  His  reign  of  Catherine,  in  three  octavo  volumes. 
These  are  in  a  constant  state  of  republication— and  are  deserving  of 
all  the  reputation  which  they  have  acquired.  Tfce  author  was  a  long 
'reffldeht^  and  a  close  observer  of  what  he'saw^  ai  P^tersburgh. 

*■  Vol.  iii.  p.  6.  I  doubt  whether  a  10/.  note  would  not  put  the 
collector  in  possessioh  of  the  principal  works  of  Pallas.  His  tra- 
vels into  the  Southern  part  of  the  Russian  Empire  were  translated 
into  oar  tongue  5  Lond.  1802-12 :  3  vols.  4to. 
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octodecimo  volumes,  published  in  1813,  be  deemed 
insuflSicient,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  satisfaction 
to  be  derived  from  the  larger  volumes  of  Hbmpel  and 
HouBioANT.^  Of  dther  sitnilar  works,  wm  in  progress, 
the  enumeration  would  unnecessarily  occupy  too  large 
a  portion  of  these  pages. 

*■  The  work  of  the  former  author  came  out  in  a  grand  quarto  to* 
lume,  in  1805^  at  Leipsic ,  and  is  called  Tableaux  PiUioresques  4e$ 
Misurs,  des  Usages,  &c.  des  Russes.  But  Hempel  published  anothet 
work,  called  Description  de  tons  les  Peuples  qm  sont  sous  la  domiiia* 
tion  d* Alexandre  I,  Paris,  4to.  But  a  yet  more  splendid  work,  of  a 
description  similar  to  the  first,  was  published  in  London  in  three  folio 
volumes}  and  at  Paris,  f*  Les  Peuples  de  la  Russie,**)  1813,  in  two 
folio  volumes.  Houbiganfs  work  came  out  in  1817,  folio,  under  the 
title  of  ''  MiBurs  et  Costumes  des  Russes,**  Yet  this  list  comprises 
scarcely  a  third  part  of  such  publications :  but  enough,  and  peitiaps 
more  than  enough,  has  been  said  for  the  accommodation  of  the  gene- 
rality of  purses ! 


/" 
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VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS. 

It  is  reported  of  an  Indian,  while  incautiously 
gliding  in  his  canoe,  towards  the  rapids  which  are 
\nthin  a  short  distance  of  the  falls  of  Niagara,  that 
finding  himself  within  the  irresistible  vortex  of  those 
falls,  he  ceased  making  any  efforts  of  resistance: 
but,  placing  his  paddle  by  the  side  of  him,  within 
bis  little  bark,  and  lying  on  his  back,  he  quietly 
awaited  the  fate  which  it  was  impossible  to  escape  : — 
and  was  precipitated  into  eternity  . .  •  down  the  cen- 
tral horse-shoe  fall.*    The  author  of  this  work  is  not 

♦  The  "  horse-skoe  fair*  is  the  greater  of  the  two  falls  of  the  rlvier 
Niagara^  and  is  on  the  British  or  Canadian  side  of  it.  It  is  advan- 
tageously seen  from  two  points  of  view :  the  one^  from  Groat  Island, 
a  small  piece  of  cultivated  land^  which  separates  the  two  faUs — and 
the  other,  from  the  Table  Rock,  projecting  about  fifty  feet  on  the 
Canadian  shore*— and  immediately  commanding  a  view  of  both  falls, 
and  of  the  Rapids ;  but  more  particularly  of  the  great  horse-shoe,  or 
semicircular  fall — ^which  is  about  600  yards  .across,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep.  The  arch,  made  by  the  latter  fall,  is 
about  fifty  feet  from  the  perpendicular  base ;  and  under  this  arch,  the 
hardy  traveller  frequently  ventures— -stunned,  as  if  all  the  guns,  fired 
at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  were  discharged  at  the  same  moment.  The 
fal],  on  the  American  side,  to  the  left  of  Goat  island,  is  comparatively 
perpendicular,  gaining  somewhat  in  height  what  it  loses  in  width : 
being  only  300  yards  across,  but  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  feet 
high.  Here  is  therefore  a  body  of  water— in  short,  a  huge  river— 
of  half  a  mile  in  width,  precipitating  itself  into  a  channel,  or  stream^ 
which  is  dischaiged  in  the  Lake  Ontario,  But  the  greater^  or  horse- 
shoe fall,  is  the  more  tremendous  object ;  in  the  description  of  whidi 
travellers  seem  to  exhaust  all  their  powers  of  comparison  and  ex* 
pression. 
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very  unlike  the  Indian  in  question . .  in  regard  to  being 
propelled  by  an  irresistible  bibliographical  impulse. 
History,  Voyages,  and  Travels,  are  so  closely  con- 
nected, that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  two  latter  in 
the  enumeration  of  the  chief  treasures  of  the  former  • . 
and  accordingly!  find  myself  inevitably,  but  safely  and 
pleasantly,  I  trust,  borne  down  those  rapids  that  pre- 
cipitate themselves  into  the  mighty  ocean  which  en« 

I  know  of  no  one  description,  however,  which  exceeds,  for  liveli- 
ness, spirit,  and  propriety  of  colouring,  that  which  was  furnished  me 
by  a  female  fiiend,  last  summer,  immediately  after  visiting  the  spot. 
I  should  previously  observe,  that  the  Rapids,  in  their  obviously  de- 
scending, and  more  tremendous,  force  (and  into  which  the  poor 
Indian's  canoe,  above-mentioned,  was  precipitated)  are  about  fifty 
feet  above  the  edge  of  the  fedls ;  so  that,  the  whole  body  of  descend- 
ing water  may  be  said  to  be  about  210  feet  high.  Its  immense  width 
takes  away  even  from  this  height.  But,  for  the  description  Just 
alluded  to :  ''  I  wbh  I  could  convey  to  you,  (says  my  friend)  a  slight 
idea  of  this  magnificent  scene :  which  no  description  that  I  have 
read,  nor  view  that  I  have  seen,  comes  up  to-^even  slightly.  Never 
can  I  forget  the  deep,  solemn,  tide  of  the  faU,  clear  as  chrystal»  and 
green  as  the  chrysolite— broken  with  white  feathery  foam,  sweep- 
ing through  its  channel  of  rocks,  with  a  sullen  dignity  of  sound  and 
motion  for  beyond  any  thing  I  could  ever  have  conceived.  A  sight  of 
the  Rapids  themselves  was  worth  all  the  fatigues  of  our  journey. 
They  come  dashing  along  from  above,  in  frightful  confusion,  to  the 
brink  of  the  precipice — ^where  they  are  absorbed  in  a  deep,  slow, 
solemn  tide  (just  mentioned),  which  disguises  its  rapidity  by  the  dig- 
nity of  its  sound  and  motion.  Then  again,  this  most  wonderful  fisdl 
of  transparent  water  is  feathered  with  broken  foam,  vrhich  flies  off, 
like  jets  of  snow-white  water,  discharged  from  the  omch  of  a  Triton 
— sparkling  in  the  sun,  with  a  brilliance  beyond  description-— and 
magically  harmonising  with  the  prismatic  colours  from  the  rising 
spray  below.  Here  I  saw,  what  I  had  never  seen  before,  and  could 
never  have  dreamt  to  see :  the  rainbow  above,  reflected  in  the  water 
below,  and  united  in  a  perfect  circle.  We  stood  entranced  !'*  And 
so  I  think  will  the  reader  sit  entranced — in  realising  such  a  scene  la 
bis  imagination. 
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^irctes  the  globe^  and  which  sustained  the  vesseie  of 
Columbus,  Vasco  db  Gama,  Cook  and  Psrousb. 
.  And  here^  ere  I  am  launched  into  sach  an  intermin* 
able  ocean,  let  me  say  a  word  or  two  of  comfort  and 
encouragement  to  both  ^^  youi^'*  and  ^^  old.**  The 
theme  to  be  touched  is  full  of  interest.  The  books 
which  relate  to  Voyagbs  and  Tbavbls  are  among  the 
most  precious  and  instructive  in  our  Libraries.  I 
speak^  of  course,  of  well  authenticated  Travels ;  and 
hot  of  such  stutf*  as  the  fictions  of  Psalmanazar,  and 
the  fabrications  of  Damberger.  Within  the  precincts 
of  his  library,  the  Collector  of  Voyages  and  Travels 
makes  himself  acquainted  with  all  countries,  climates, 
and  characters.  The  sea  idways  carries  him  to  bis 
destined  port  in  safety ;  and  the  land  is  always  secure 
from  banditti.  He  sits  ^'in  his  easy  chair,^  and  asso- 
ciates with  warriors,  legislators,  philosophers,  or  sa* 
vages ;  he  now  scales  the  perilous  height,  and  now 
traverses  the  parched  plain  with  equal  impunity.  To 
him,  the  wild  beast  of  the  forest,  and  the  reptile  of 
the  desert,  is  equally  innocuous.  Nor  do  physical 
causes  present  either  harm  or  impediment*  The 
8A0WS  of  the  Alps  and  the  Andes,  and  the  fires  of 
Vesuvius  and  ;£tna,  neither  freeze  his  Uood  nor 
scorch  his  skin.  He  knows  not  hunger  or  thirst: 
although  hundreds  of  his  fellow-creatures  are  perish- 
ing ^om  both  causes.  If  it  be  the  season  of  winter, 
he  draws  close  his  crimson  curtain,  stirs  his  wood**- 
iroal  fire,  trims  his  lamp,  sinks  upon  bis  couch-^and 
tiirows  himself  into  sunny  regions,  where  the  lime, 
and  tamarind,  and  pomegranate,  yield  their  refresh- 
^^S  juices.  Or,  should  summer  dart  its  heat  upon  his 
bead,  he  seeks  the  northern  arbour  of  his  garden ;  and 
cool,  beneath  the  mixed  foliage  of  the  hoUy,  and  ivy. 
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dod  ^lematis^— ovfer  the  whole  of  which  the  woodbine 
thrown  its  sw^et-scented  tendrils — he  spr^adsl.falg 
folio  or  his  quarto  upon  the  rustic  table ;  now  gaiety 
upon  the^  highly  wrought  plates,  and  now  buckled 
hituself  to  the  uninterrupted  perusal  of  the  instructive 
text.  In  such  a  recess^  he  is  cooled  by  the  fancied 
breezes  of  Kamtschatka  or  Spitsbergen ;  iMd  tbud^ 
turning  over  the  pages  of  Cook  or  Parry,  the  hours 
steal  away,  and  the  sun  is  sinking  low  in  the  horizon. 
But,  whether  winter  or  summer,  the  volumes  of  Hak* 
EUVT  and  of  PurcHas  will  never  fail  to  afford  an  inex- 
haustible fiind  of  amusement. 

I  am,  however,  running  a  little  riot,  ("  I  own  the 
glorious  subject  fires  my  breast  !*')  and  am  anticipating 
names  which  should  come  in  the  chronological  order 
of  detail.  But,  let  the  observation  be  strictly  attended 
to,  that  my  object  is  par  indeed  from  giving  any  thin^ 
like  a  complete  or  analysed  Catalog'ae  of  fibokiS  of 
Travels.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  only  speak  of  Col- 
lections of  VoYAGBS,  and  of  the  principal  Voyages 
and  Travels  which  relate  to  the  three  gi*eat  quarters 
of  the  globe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  AtefiRiicA.  In  the  two 
former,  the  recent  labours  of  Mr.  Murray*  haVfe  ren- 
dered me  an  incalculable  service. 

'^  tlistorkal  Account  of  DiHo^erl^  and  Travels  in  Africa,  from 
Ihe  'eaAieA  ages  io  the  present  HMt.  By  Hx;bH  MuRkAt,  F^  R.  S.  fi. 
1818,  8v6.  2  Vols.  Second  edition.  Hht&rital  Account  <fDb609i!ril» 
und  Travels  in  Abia,  from  tkeearHest  )ages  to  the  pr emit  mit,  By  Mill 
Same,  1820,  8vo.  $  vols.  I  strongly  recommend  theM  fiv^  t^elkVo 
volumes  to  a  place  in  eysry  library,  professedly  devoted  to  Voyage 
and  Traveli),  or  not  They  are  rbasonablii  in  price,  accompanied  by 
Useful  maps,  and  the  text  is  a  futkd  of  amtisetiieht  ahd  ihslructidtt. 
No  gentleman  should  have  his  few  score  volumes  in  the  cou]lCry> 
without  such  delightfdl  companions.  Brkman  put  fbith  a  pretty  and 
instructive  work>  on  a  similar  plan,  in  the  German  langui^,  in  bnc 
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Let  me,  therefore^  begin  with  the  notice  of  the 
shorter  Voyages  of  the  Portuguese^*  the  Fathers  of 
Adventure  and  Discovery.  The  Italians  quickly  imi- 
tated their  examples^  and  almost  rivalled  their  glory. 
The  names  of  Columbus  and  Vesputius^  are  among 

octayo  volume^  1806 ;  and  the  Biblioth^e  UniverseUe  des  Voyages, 
of  Boucher  ds  la  Ricbardsrib,  in  six  octavo  volumes,  Paris,  1808, 
cannot  £Edl  to  be  consulted,  both  as  an  amusing  and  instructive  work. 
Feignot,  in  his  Rep,  Bibliog,  Universel,  1812y8vo.  p.  478,  has^vena 
concise  and  correct  analysis  of  the  contents  of  these  voltunes. 

*  Among  these  shorter  voyages,  there  is  an  early  publication,  ei^ 
titled,  "  Gesta  proximh  per  Portugalenses  in  India,  &c.*'  Roma,  1506, 
4to.  printed  by  Besicken.  It  has  only  six  leaves.  A  copy  of  it  is  in 
the  very  curious  library  of  Mr.  Grenville,  and  its  possessor  knows  of 
no  other  copy,  except  that  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Society.  The 
facts  which  it  relates,  took  place  only  a  few  months  before  the  publi- 
cation of  the  volume.  Mr.  Grenville*s  copy,  briUiandy  bound,  by 
Charles  Lewis,  in  red  morocco,  is  as  fresh  and  fair  as  the  earliest 
blovm  summer  rose.  Another  work,  relating  to  the  same  Portu- 
guese travellers,  was  published  at  Milan,  in  the  Italian  language,  in 
1507,  4to.  under  the  title  of  "  Paesi  novamente  ritrovati  j**  which 
again  was  translated  by  Madrignanus,  under  the  title  of  '^  limerarium 
Portugallensium  in  Indiam  et  indein  Occidentem,"  (Milan)  1508,  4to. 
Both  editions  are  in  Mr.  Grenville*s  library. 

f  The  earliest  performance  connected  with  the  travels  of  Albs« 
RICU6  or  Americus  Vesputius,  appeared  in  a  small  4to.  volume, 
published  in  the  Latin  language,  without  date,  (but  somewhere 
about  1501),  in  a  series  of  letters  to  Lorenzo  de*  Medici,  the  son  of 
Pietro  Francisco,  '^  Quae  editio  (says  Meuselius,  with  a  note  of  admi- 
ration) perrara,"  BibL  Hist.  vol.  iii.  p.  265.  It  is  so  indeed— ^and  was 
speedily  translated  and  published  in  the  Italian  language.  This  first 
Latin  edition  contains  six  leaves  only,  on  signature  a;  having  the 
device  of  lehan  Lambert  (the  word  ''  Felix*'  between  two  monkies) 
in  the  frontispiece  or  title-page.  In  the  first  page  of  the  text^  we 
find  that  "  the  voyage  was  prosperously  commenced,  on  the  14th  of 
May,  1501,  along  the  Fortunate  Islands,  now  called  the  Canaries ; 
then  they  coasted  along  the  African  and  Ethiopian  shores  as  far  as 
the  promontory  of  Ptolemy,  now  called  Cape  Vcrd/*  &c.  There  was 
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the  most  splendid  of  those  of  modern  renown.  Voy- 
ages continued  to  be  made^  and  publications  of  them 
to  appear,  till  Ramusio,  about  the  middle  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  put  forth  his  memorable  Navig(diom 
et  f^iaggiy  in  tre  volume  divise;  a  work,  of  which  the 
best  edition,  in  1563,  &c.*  will  be  found  to  be  among 

an  early  French  version,  of  the  date  of  1 516,  4 to.  called  ''  Le  Nou* 
veau  Monde  d^Americ  de  Vetpuce:**  of  which  Mathurin  du  Redouet 
was  the  translator,  and  for  a  copy  of  which  I  find  my  friend  Mr. 
Heber  giving  the  unaccountable  sum  of  101.  at  the  sale  of  theMerly 
Library.  Both  editions  are  in  Mr.  Grenville's  library  ^  but  the  first 
Latin  is  so  rare,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  a  second  copy  be  in 
England.    There  is  one  in  the  Royal  Library  in  France. 

*  In  the  instructive  pages  of  Niceron  (Mdmoires  pour  servir  d  VHis* 
toire  des  Homnus  lUustresJ  vol.  xxxv.  p.  97 — 139,  will  be  found  a 
good  account  of  the  contents  of  the  Collection  of  Voyages  put  forth 
by  the  celebrated  John  Baptist  Ramusio  :  a  man^  who,  to  the  dex- 
terity of  a  diplomatist,  added  the  hardihood  of  an  adventurer,  and 
the  taste  of  a  scholar  :  and  was  especially  skilled  in  the  French  and 
Spanish  languages.  He  served  the  Republic  of  Venice  forty-three 
years  j  and  retired  to  Padua,  in  the  privacy  of  old  age,  to  profit  him« 
self  of  his  past  experience,  and  to  collect  his  notices  of  past  travels. 
His  collection,  enough  (as  Niceron  says,  very  properly)  to  immorta- 
lise his  name,  formed  the  amusement  of  his  old  age.  He  died  in 
1557>  in  his  72d  year.  The  first  volume  of  his  Collections  appeared 
in  1553,  the  last  in  1588.  According  to  Brunet,  we  should  purchase 
the  first  volume  of  the  edition  of  1563  or  1588  :  the  second  volume 
of  that  of  1583  -,  and  the  third  of  that  of  1565.  To  this  third  vo- 
lume, should  be  added  a  portion  of  the  edition  of  1606— p.  386-— 
430,  containing  the  Vidggio  de  M,  Cesare  de  Freda  ici  nelV  Indian 
orientale :  Fine  and  perfect  copies  of  Ramusio  are  of  rare  occurrence. 
The  work  is  handsomely  printed  in  the  Giunti  Oflice  j  and  a  fitit 
copy  of  it,  at  the  sale  of  Colonel  Stanlejr's  library,  was  purchased  by 
Lord  Morpeth  for  24/.  An  inferior  copy,  at  the  Merly  sale,  was  ob- 
tained for  SL  It  is  not  usually  found  in  the  catalogues  of  our  book- 
sellers 5  and  I  search  in  vain  those  so  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  these  pages.  Mr.  Bohn  has  a  copy  of  the  first  volume  of 
the  edition  of  1563,   and   of  the  third  of  that  of  1606,  (but  ndi 
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the  most  valuable  acquisitions  to  a  library  of  any 
pretension  to  a  Collection  of  Voy^es  and  Travels. 
But  the  celebrity  of  all  previous,  if  not  of  all  succeed- 
ing similar  collections^  was  eclipsed  by  that  of  Theo- 
dore DE  Bry,  and  his  Sons* — well  known  under  the 
title  of  the  Oreater  and  Lesser  Voyages  i  and  of  which 
the  first  volume  appeared  at  Franckfort  on  the  Main, 
in  1590,  and  the  last  in  1634. 

But  what  a  bibliographical  chord  am  I  striking,  in 
the  mention  of  the  Travels  of  De  Bryl  What  a 
^*  Peregrination'*  does  the  possession  of  a  copy  of  his 
labours  imply !  What  toil,  difficulty,  perplexity,  «inx- 
iety,  and  vexation,  attend  the  collector — ^be  he  '^young* 
or  "  old" — ^who  sets  his  heart  upon  a  pbri^ect  Bb 
Bry  Ijf  How  many  have  started  forward  on  this  pur- 

cpntainixig  the  voyage  of  Caesar  Frederick)  marked  at  the  reasooaUe 
fomofl/.  5«. 

*  It  is  a  pity  that  more  is  not  known  of  Thsodobb  db  Bbt^  and 
bis  Sons.  They  appear  to  have  been  men  of  considerablej  if  not  of 
first  rate^  talents ;  while  their  diligence,  enterprise,  and  love  of  art, 
entitle  them  to  the  gratitude  of  posterity.  Theodore,  a  native  of 
Franckfort  on  the  Main,  was  bom  in  1528,  and  died  in  1598.  The 
excellence  of  his  burin  lay  chiefly  in  his  smaller  figures ;  although 
the  frontispiece  to  the  Grands  Voyages,  which  represents  them  com- 
paratively large,  (but  not  of  the  largest  size)  is  an  admirable  perform* 
fince  of  its  kind.  I  suspect  Theodore  de  Bry  to  have  usually  tm« 
proved  his  subjects,  as  his  figures  are  tall  and  graceful,  and  executed 
with  remarkable  facility,  if  not  force.  His  Adam  and  Eve,  in  the 
Voyage  to  Virginia,  is  however  full  of  contortion  and  conoeit.  A 
book  of  travels,  of  the  same  extent,  executed  now,  in  the  style  of 
De  Bry*s  smaller  figures,  would,  indeed,  be  a  delicious  performance : 
but  aquatint  and  lithography  have  extended  their  baneful  influence 
over  ALMOST  every  similar  production. 

t  Such  ''  a  perfect  copy" — and  indeed  mobe  than  a  perfect  on^— 
was,  for  two  successive  days, ''  sub  oculis  manibusque,"  in  the.  fine 
library  of  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Grenville — above  alluded 
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suit,  with  gay  spirits  and  well  re^eniiAed  purses,  but 
have  tttraed  irom  it  in  despair,  and  abandoned  it 

to.  Howifltheraadertobe  madeaccpiaiiited'wiihliiisi^^  loan 
only  impart  to  him  its  leading  features,  which  rendeos  «  ooii8\^t»- 
tion  of  De  Bure>  Brunet  and  Camus,  almost  unnecessary.  But  a  word 
or  two  by  way  of  introductory  remark.  The  Colleelion  of  De  Bry 
consists-of  Travels  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  put  forth  in  twenty- 
five  folio  parts,  between  the  year  1590  and  1634,  indusLvely.  Thi<l 
Collection  is  divided  into  the  Grkat  and  Small  Votaoes  ;  and  each 
of  these  Voyages  has  appeared  in  two  editions,  in  the  Latin  and 
Germanlanguages*  The  first  voyage  tp  Virginia,  has  been  publish^ 
in  the  EngUsk  language;  and  a  perfect  cc^y  of  this  English  Version 
is,  as  the  reader  wOl  presently  find,  the  vert  habbst  of  all  the  partsi 
and  it  is  extraordinary^hat  Brunet  does  not  notioe4his  part,  however 
briefly— although  he  says  that  he  has  seen  the  first  part  of  a  FrenA 
edition^  which  vras  probably  never  continued.  The  Great  Voyages 
(or  those  parts  which  were  published  in  a  larger  folio  size)  relate  to 
the  West  Indies  :  the  Small  Voyages  (put  forth  in  a  smaller  fbnn)  to 
the  East.  And  now,  for  ^*  a  true  and  particular**  account  of  the'un* 
rivalled  copy  of  Mr.  Grenville.  First,  by  way  of  precis  or  sum* 
iBary— almost  in  the  words  of  its  deserving  possessor : 

This  copy  of  De  Bry  was  originally  fbrmed  by  Debure,  at  PiBris» 
m  eight  volumes,  which  that  bibUogn^her  conodered  a  perfioct 
eopyf  Since  Mr.  Grenville  •f)iir€Acued  it,  he  has  spared  no  expense 
in  procuring,  ih)m  a  variety  of  other  copies,  whatever  the  MSmoire 
of  Camus,  or  his  own  observation,  could  supply,  to  render  it  mote 
perfect  ^  insomuch  that  the  XX.  volumes,  of  which  it  is  now  com^ 
posed,  have  cost  several  hundred  pounds.  It  has  the  first  part  to  Vir- 


t  It  was,  in  fact,  the  copy  wMchhad  belonged  to  Mr.  Willett,  and  wMch  Messrs. 
J.  and  A.  Arch  purchased  at  the  sale  of  the  Merly  Library,  in  1813,  for  126/.  It 
contained  ten  leaves  of  Elenchus,  supposed  to  have  been  a  fac-simile  of  those  pub- 
lished by  Meriam,  in  1634 — but  whkh  turned  out  to  be  the  original ;  and  the  pur- 
chasers being  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  many  other  pieces,  wanting  in  this  copy, 
sold  it,  in  such  improved  state,  to  Mr.  Grenville,  for  240A  This  copy,  therefore, 
so  improved,  formed  only  the  boHt  of  Mr.  Grenville's. 

Let  me  here  note,  of  Merian's  reprint  of  the  first  nine  parts  of  the  Latin  edition 
of  the  Grands  Voyages,  that  the  most  beanfifbl  copy,  perhaps,  ever  brought  into 
the  maitet,  was  that  lately  procured  by  Mr.  Triphook,  in  original  bosrds  of  wood, 
with  tlamped  leather.    I  know  not  who  is  its  present  loftuaate  owner. 
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in  utter  hopelessness  of  achievement !  Nor  can  this 
prize^  like  that  of  beauty,  he  held  out  as  a  reward  for 

ginia,  in  English,  the  only  perfect  copy  that  Mr.  GrenviUe  has  ever 
seen^  and  which  is  so  rare,  that  it  is  not  among  the  many  volwnes 
of  De  B17  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris,  nor  was  it  known  to  De 
Bure,  to  Camus,  or  to  any  of  the  French  bibliographers.  This  copy 
of  Debry  has  the  first  and  the  second  edition,  with  all  the  varieties, 
quoted  by  De  Bure  or  Camus,  of  the  Grands  et  Petits  Voyages  in 
Latin  :  both  editions  of  the  EUnchus :  the  rare  firontispiece  of  part 
VL  of  Gr.  Voy. :  the  two  small  maps,  never  seen  by  Camus,  in 
Part  VIII.  Gr.  Voy.:  the  Appendix  to  Congo:  the  Arctic  map,  in 
Pftrt  III.  Pet.  Voy.:  an  additional  map  of  Egypt  and  Africa^  in  P&rt 
IV.  Pet.  Voy, :  the  three  Variations  of  Dedications,  in  Part  VII. 
Pet.  Voy.:  the  two  different  Frontispieces  of  Part  IX.  Pet.  Voy.: 
together  with  the  plates  of  St.  Helena  and  Mozambique^  noticed  by 
Camus,  but  unknown  to  De  Bure^  and  the  very  rare  true  plate  7,  of 
Part.  II.  Pet.  Voy. 

It  has  the  German  edition  of  the  Gr.  et  Pet.  Voy.  the  copy  of 
which  had  belonged  to  Prince  Palm,  and  was  purchased  at  a 
sale  at  Ratisbon  in  1819>  and  b  now  of  extreme  rarity,  even  in 
Germany.  No  other  copy  of  it  is  known  in  France,  but  that  in  the 
Royal  Library  at  Paris ;  nor  is  tUere  a  second  copy  in  England,  that 
Mr.  Grenvillc  has  ever  heard  of.  This  copy  has  four  books  of  the 
Gr.  Voy.  of  the  first  German  edition,  while  the  Paris  library  has 
them  only  of  the  second  or  third  edition.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Paris  library  has  the  German  Appendix  to  Congo,  and  the  Abridge- 
ment of  the  Gr.  Voy.,  not  in  Mr.  Grenville*8  copy ;  who  has  added 
to  his  20  volumes,  De  Bry*s  Casas,  which  should,  as  Camus  remarks, 
have  entered  into  his  Collection. 

Secondly,  for  the  contents,  or  dates  of  the  respective  parts : 

VOL.  Grands  Voyages.  Lat.  Edit.  Prima. 

I.  Brief e  and  true  Report  of  Virginia.  Discovered  by  Sir  Richaro 
Grbneuile,  Knight,  in  the  yeare  1585,  &c.  &c.  made  m 
English  by  Thomas  Hariot,  seruant  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 
Francof.  ad  Moen.  Typ.  S.  Wechtl,  Sumt.  T.  De  Bry,  1590, 
folio.  This  copy  was  procured  from  Franckfort  by  Lord 
Oxford,  about  the  year  I740,  at  the  expense  of  100^  i .  and 
was  probably  in  the  set  of  De  Bry  in  the  Harl.  Cat.  vol.  ill 
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"  the  brave."    Good  fortune,  good  luck,  accident — 
call  it  what  you  will — are  the  concomitants  of  such 

n°.  2694.  It  is  the  only  perfect  copy  Mr.  Grenville  ever  heard 
of.  He  had  before  possessed  two  imperfect  fragments  of  it. 
A  third  perfect  copy  of  this  vcffy  rare  book  was  sold  at  the  sale 
of  Mr.  Nassau's  library^  in  1823>  for  precisely  the  same  sum 
(1002.)  which  was  ^ven  by  Lord  Oxford  for  his  copy.  The 
engravings  are  sharp  and  brilliant.  The  prints  (xxiii)  are 
numbered :  but  there  is  one  of  Adam  and  Eve  (followed  by 
an  address  to  the  gentle  reader*)  not  numbered^  which  pre- 
cedes the  others.  It  may  be  as  well  to  state^  that  there  are 
also^ve  plates  of  Picts  incorporated  with  the  text.  At  the  end 
is  the  imprint,  thus ;— ^^  Franckfort,  Imprinted  By  John 
Wechel,  at  Theodore  de  Bry,  owne  coast  and  chardges,*' 

II.  Parsi.  1590:  ii.  1591 :  iii.  1593,  vrith  Elenchus,  1634.  £d. 

Prin.  Lat 

III.  Duplicate  of  pt.  ii.  1591. 

IV.  Parsiv.  1594:  v.  1595:  vi.  1596. 

V.  Pars  vii.  1599 :  viii.  1599 :  ix.  1602. 

VI.  Parsx.  1609:    xi.  1619:  xU.  1634. 
Vn.  Pars  xiii.  1634. 

Grands  VoVaoes.  Lat,  Edit.  Sec. 

Vni.  Pars  i.   Ele&chus  reprint,  1634 :  ii.   1591:   iii.  1592:    iv. 
1594:  V,  1595. 


*  De  Bry  thus  notices  his  helps,  in  this  Address : — By  the  helpe  of  Maister 
Richard  Hakluyt,  of  Oxford,  Minister  of  God's  Word,  Who  first  encouraged  me 
to  publish  the  work,  I  creaued  out  of  the  verye  original  of  Midster  Ihon-  Whitb, 
an  Englisch  paynter,  who  was  sent  into  the  countrye  by.  the  queene's  Maiestye, 
onlye  to  draw  the  description  of  the  place,  lyuelye  to  describe  the  shapes  of  the 
inhabitants,  their  apparel),  manners  of  liuinge,  and  fashions,  att  the  speciall  charges 
of  the  worthy  knyghte.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  who*  bestowed  noe  small  sume  of 
monnye  in  the  serche  and  discouery  of  that  countrye,  from  the  yeers  1584,  to  the 

end  of  the  years  1588 

I  craeued  both  of  them  in  London,  and  brought  them  hither  to  Franckfurt,  wher  I 
sod  my  sonnes  hauen  taken  emest  psrfniBS  in.grkninge  the  pictates  therof  on  Cop- 
per  seeing  yt  10  of  noe.small  importance.'.'  .  After-talking  of  the  '**  contrefaict"  df 
**  this  his  book,"  he  warns  the  reader  to  give  no  credit  to  it— adding,  "For 
dyucrs  secret  marks  lye  hiddin  in  my  pictures,  which  will  breede  confusion  unless 
they  bee  well  observed. 

C  C 
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an  acqaiatioii.    And  what  wiU  the  8ce{ftSoal  nader 
(say,  when  I  ii^brm  hiin>  that  n€itlier  the  pages  K]f'De 

VOL. 

OL  Pars  ▼!•  1596  :  vii.  1599  :  vm.  1599 :  ix«  1808. 

X.  Narra^  per  J^piscopumCoiaum.    Frmuof,  1596. 

FMiTfts  VoiMtimtu.    lM.Edii.  prin. 

XI.  Bus  i.  1598  fOmgoJ  :  li.  1599  :  iii.  1601. 
Xn.  Pto  hr.  1601 :  ▼.  1601 :  vi.  1604  :  yIL  1606. 

Xm. FM viii.  1607 :  ix.1618:  X.161S:  xi.l619:  xu.  16S8. 

Pbtits  Vot.    EdiL  Sec.  Lot. 

XIV.  Para  L  1598:  U.  1599  :  in.  1601 :  ir.  1601 :  t.  1601. 

XV.  tan  y/i.  1604 :  vii.  1606 :  viii.  1607 :  ix.  1612.  x.  1613. 

Gbands  Votaobs.  Gemumk^ 

XVI.  Viiginia.    Duplicate,  1590. 

Same  frontispiece  as  the  English.  It  is  so  Fare^  that  Caons,  p.  17, 
•ays  he  never  saw  it :  ndther  is  it  in  the  De  Bgr  iii.tke  Royal  Li- 
bnury  at  P&ris.  Although  Mr.  Orenville  has  aaother  •capy  quite 
perfect,  he  preserves  this,  which  is  imperfect,  wanting  sevonl  of  the 
plates. 

XVn.  Part  L  1590 :  ii.  1591 :  ui.  1593 :  hr.  1594 .«  v.  1895  : 

vi.  1619  :  vii.  1617 :  viiL  1684. 
XVm.  Part  ix.  1600:  x.  1618 :  xL  1619 :  xiL  1683 :  xiu.a6e7: 

xiv.  1630. 

Pbtits  Votaobs.     Germ. 

XIX.  P&rt  i.  Congo.  1597:   it.   1598:    iii.   1599:   iv.  1600: 
V.  1601 :  vi.  1603. 

XX.  Part  vii.  1605  :  viiL  1606  :  ix.  1612 :  x.  1613  :  xi.']i6ia: 
xii.  1688  :  xin.  1688. 

Abridgement  ofPeHU  Voy.  G^rm. 

XXI.  Orientalisdie  Indien.  Fitaier,  Frankfiurt,  leOB. 

Camus*s M6noire  upon  De  B17  and  Thevenbt,  is Iknmd  toftnn  a 
twenty-first  volume. 

Such  is  the  account  of  a  copy>  which  has  aa  oonqpeer,  •aadi-^riikb 
is  hardly  ever  likely  to  find  one.    In  cadi  of  Ike  volme»«f 


•  Noddog  more  rare  than  the  AntcditiaBof  thtie  #mv  fans. 
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Bare  nor  Camus  initiate  him  into  all  the  mysteries  of 
a  perfect  copy  of  De  Bry  ?  No ;  it  is  only  in  the  book- 


copy>  bound  uniformly  in  blue  morocco^  by  C.  Lewis,  there  is  a  zio* 
tice,  by  Mr.  GrenviUej  of  the  prominent  features  of  its  rarity.  Wh^t 
then  shall  be  the  value  assigned  to  it,  I  will  not  pretend  to  divine. 
But  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  consult  Brunet,  vol.  i.  p. 
39 1>  he  will  find  notices  of  the  value  of  some  of  the  copies  sold 
abroad ;  and  if  he  will  take  the  further  trouble  to  consult  the  BibUo' 
graphical  Decameron,  voL  iii.  p.  81 ,  he  will  find  mention  made  of  the 
sale  of  Colonel  Stanley's  copy,  purchased  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
for  546^.  That  cqpy>  brilliant  and  extraordinary  as  it  was,  was  chiefly 
remarkable. for  "  the  profusion  of  duplicate  plates  and  parts,**  and 
for  the  general  splendour  of  the  impressions :  but  it  had^  and  has, 
no  pretensions  to  be  placed  alongside  of  Mr.  Grenville's  copy.  Ah, 
it  makes  one*s  heart  rejoice  to  think  of  the  ''  good  old  times,*'  the 
GOLDEN  days  of  the  Bibliomania-^when  Colonel  Stanley's  copy  was 
sold ! — days,  I  fear,  which  are  gone  never  to  return.  Bamusio,  De 
Bry,  Hakluyt,  and  Purchas— Caxton,  De  Worde,  Fynson,  and  vVu- 
liam  Faques — ^were  thbn  contemplated  and  caressed,  as  their  beau^ 
ties  and  merits  entitled  them  to  be  ! 

Yet,  soberly  and  dispassionately  speaking,  I  do  not  look  upon  the 
volumes  of  De  Bry,  from  beginning  to  end,  as  a  work  of  either  per- 
feet  beauty  or  interest.  The  paper  is  indifferent ;  the  printing  is  in- 
different ;  and  the  inequality  of  the  art  is  obvious :  an*d  when,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  five  prints  of  the  Picts,  subjoined  to  the  Virginia,  we 
are  told  that  De  Bry  engraved  them  from  some  ''  cuts  out  of  an  old 
Chronicle,"  sent  to  him  by  John  White,  the  English  painter,  a  very 
reasonable  scepticism  may  be  exercised  in  regard  to  the  fidelity  of 
that,  and  of  other  portions  of  the  graphic  embellishments.  But,  under 
aU  circumstances,  the ''  Peregrinations*'  put  forth  by  De  Bry,  form 
a  wonderful  and  a  highly  covetable  performance.  I  could  have  no- 
ticed several  other  copies,  more  or  less  perfect :  as  the  fine  one  (in- 
complete) in  the  library  at  Blickling,  in  Norfolk,  from  the  ;Bibl. 
OuiUeniana ;  and  that,  supposed  to  be  perfect,  which  was  recently 
sold  at  FonthiU  Abbey  for  200  guineas— bound  in  blue  morocco. 
This  was,  I  believe,  the  copy  of  Mpns.  Paris  de  Meyzieux,  and  was 
sold  in  this  country  to  Mr.,Beckford,  in  1790,  for  the  same  sum.  The 
reader  may  consult  the  BibUonwfiia,  p.  547*    At  Althorp  there  is  a 
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feiryland  of  Cleveland  Square  that  such  a  treasure  cao 
be  found. 

All  hail  to  thee,  Richard  Hakluyt  !  for  thou  wert 
a  genius  of  no  ordinary  complexion.  What,  though  the 
warmth  of  a  p.rebendal  stall  in  the  Abbey  of  fFest- 
minster  might  have  comforted  thy  limbs,  and  thy 
clerical  duties  in  the  rural  shades  of  fFletheringset 
have  occupied  much  of  thy  time^  yet,  behold  this  meri- 
torious Divine  stealing,  ^^  many  a  time  and  oft/*  to 
the  then  picturesque  vicinity  of  flapping: — holding 
discourse  with  sea-faring  men ;  listening,  with  wilGng 
and  greedy  ears,  to  tales  of  adventure  and  high  ex- 
ploit; feeling  the  passion  for  visiting  distant  parts 
increasing  daily  within  him  ;  and,  influenced  by  the 
secret  advice  and  urgent  entreaty  of  that  wise  Minis- 
ter Walsingham,^  gratifying  this  passion^  in  the  col- 

beautiful  copy,  in  13  vols,  in  blue  morocco  binding,  with  the  true 
ElenchuSj  and  the  Appendix  to  the  Voyage  to  Congo. 

^  '^  But  that  which  is  chiefly  to  be  noticed  in  him  [Hakluyt]  is 
this,  that  his  geny  uiging  him  to  the  study  of  history,  especially  to 
the  marine  part  thereof  (which  was  encouraged  and  furthered  by  Sir 
Francis  Walsingham)  made  him  keep  constant  intelligence  with  die 
most  noted  seamen  at  Wapping,  near  London.  From  whom,  and 
many  small  pamphlets  and  letters,  that  were  published  and  went 
'  from  hand  to  hand  in  his  time,  concerning  the  voyages  and  travels  of 
several  persons,  he  compiled  his  Navigations,  8iC.**  Hakluyt  had 
''  the  fourth  stall  in  the  church  of  Westminster,  in  the  place  of  one 
Dr.  Richard  Webster :  and  with  this  he  held  Wetheringsett  cum 
Btockford,  in  the  diocese  of  Norwich.**  fVood  :  Atheni  Oxan,  vcd.  ii. 
col.  186,  Edit,  Bliss.  I  refer  to  thb  work  for  a  few  scarce  pieces  of 
Hakluyt,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Bliss,  which  were  unknown  to  Wood. 
Among  these,  is  the  rare  little  quarto  tract  of  Divers  Voyages 
t(niching  the  Discoveries  of  America,  &c.  printed  in  1582  :  of  which  I 
know  of  no  other  copy  than  that  in  the  collection  of  my  neighbour, 
Henry  Jadis,  Esq.  who  would  brave  all  intervening  perils  between 
"  Indus  and  the  Pole**  to  possess  himself  of  any  rarity  connected  with 
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lection  of  scarce  and  curious  tracts^  and  in  obtaining 
accurate  notices  relating  to  the  growth  and  produce 
^^  af  either  Ind.'*  The  i-eader  will  already  (in  this  very 
strange  and  perhaps  raphsodical  apostrophe)  antici- 
pate a  strong  allusion  to,  and  recommendation  of,  the 
famous  ^^Navigations,  f^oyages,  TraffiqueSj  andDisco^ 
veries  of  the  English  Nation/*  put  forth  by  the  said 
antiquarian  divine,  in  the  years  1598  and  1600,  in 
three  folio  volumes ;  *^  a  work  which,  as  Oldys*  pro- 

Haklujrt.  This  precious  little  tome«  which  ought  to  possess  '^  two 
mappes/*  has  not  the  name  of  Hakluji;  in  the  title-page,  but  the' 
initials  R.  H.  appear  on  the  recto  of  g  4,  at  the  end  of  a  dedicatory 
epistle  to  the  *'  right  worshipfuU  and  most  yertaous  Gentleman 
master  Phillip  Sydney,  Esquire."  The  signatures  run  A  to  R  m 
fours.  In  the  title  page  the  name  of  IVoodcocke  appears  as  the  printer 
«-but  on  the  reverse  of  R  4,  it  is  said  to  be  imprinted  by  Dawson;\ 

*  See  his  BriiUh  Librarian :  p  1S7 — 158  :  where  fifty  pages  are 
devoted  to  a  minute  and  admirable  analysis  of  the  above  volumes  of 
Hakluyt.  lliey  were  preceded,  however,  by  an  impression  of  ihe 
first  volume  only  of  the  second  edition,  put  forth  in  1589>  folio: 
which  has  the  advantage  of  an  Index,  but  differs  materially  firom  the 
second  and  best ;  and  is  neither  rare  nor  high  priced.  It  is  how- 
ever, if  my  memory  be  not  treacherous,  a  handsomely  printed  book. 
The  three  folios  display  one  of  the  fullest  pages  ever  seen  in  the 
black  letter :  and  copies  are  usually  cropt.  I  never  saw  it  imcut. 
Care  should  be  taken  that  the  map  (usually  missing)  be  found  in  the 
&rst  volume,  as  in  Mr.  Jadis*s  copy  ;t  and  that  theJFoyo^e  io  Codtr 


t  The  latter  put  of  tluf  curiotu  Tolnme  coDtaina  inatructions  of  what  ahoakl  bo 
carried  abroad  ^  and  after  thoae  for  the  botfy,  come  thoae  for  the  mind:  and  eape* 
daOy  certain  Books.  Among  thoie,  he  reoommenda  Ortelims  mapa — and-  two 
mkpa,  one  of  F»gi*«d^  the  other  of  London :  in  the  latter,  he  adviaea  the  river  to 
be  repreaented  aa  if  it  were  thronged  vriik  ships, "  to  make  the  more  shew  of  your 
greate  trade  and  trafficke,"  &c.  Hakluyt  alao  recommends  a  book  tf  the  Attire  rf 
aU  I^aOotu,  as  a  preaent :— «]8o  the  new  Herhall,  and  rach  bookea  as  mdke  shew 
of  Herbes,  Flantes,  Trees,  Fishes,  Fonles,  and  Beaates  of  aU  Regions."— Again— 
**  to  astomsh  the  natiyes''— '<  Copper  spvires  and  haokes  bells." 

^  In  the  prerious  edition,  I  had  erroneously  assigned  the  map  to  Mr.  Grenville's 
copy:  whereas  it  is  the  lucky  adjunct  of  Mr.  Jadis's  copy  in  both  editions:  and 
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pftrly  remarks^  redounds  act  much  to  the  glory  of  the 
En^h  nation^  as  any  book  tbat  ever  was  pubfished 
in  it.**  But  great  and  generally  uniform  as  may  lie 
my  respect  Bfliid  veneration  fi>r  all  original  editionih— 
Uke  this,  in  fheBiadI  Wttt— I  cannot,  can6cientk)*8ly, 
recommend  the  edition  just  mentioned,  in  preference 
to  that  put  forth  sotte  doiien  years  ago,  by  Mr.  EvanS^* 

oe  therealao.  I  find  a  cdpj  of  thia  best  black  letter  editioOj  '^  wkh 
the  addition  of  the  smaller  voyages^  4  vols,  bound  in  3^  bound  in 
calf/'  marked  at  10/.  lOf.  in  the  last  catalogue  of  Messrs.  I.  and  A. 
Arch. 

f  The  complaint^  urged  by  Oldys^  respecting  the  lack  of  spirit  in 
not  republishing  Hakluyt  "  in  a  fedr  impression^  with  proper  iUustr^ 
tions^  and  especially  an  Index*'— can  no  longer  be  brought  fbrward. 
Mr.  Evans  has  republished  it^  in  five  comely  quarto  Tohtmes,  and 
bis  reimpressicAl  has  the  fbllowiilg  advantages.  It  comprbes  an  at- 
curate  reprint  of  the  best  folio  edition,  with  the  addition  of  tiiose 
voyages  which  were  published  in  the  first  edition^  and  omitted  in  the 
seeoild*  Mr.  Evans  (who  is  generally  understood  to  have  been  the 
editor)  has  added  a  Supplement,  Ivhich  forms  the  latter  half  of  the 
fourth  and  the  whole  of  the  fifth  volume.  All  the  voyages  axfd]  tra- 
vels printed  by  Haklu)t,  or  at  his  suggestion,  subsequent  to  the  pub- 
lication of  his  Collection,  are  here  included,  and  a  curious  Tractiyrom 
a  fnanmcript  in  the  Marquis  of  Stafford's  possession,  entitled  "  The 
Omission  of  Cales  Voyage,  stated  and  discussed  by  the  Ekil  of 


»» 


Of  this  reimpression  there  wfere  only  960  copies  printed  on  small 
paper,  and  75  on  laige.  I  believe  that  both  forms  are  now  become 
scarce,  especially  the  laige :  although  I  observe  a  copy  of  the  latter 
mariced  at  122. 12#.,  in  boards,  in  a  recent  catiQogtie  of  Messrs  I.  tlnd 


fterlisps  no  flucli  copies,  ettn  In  other  respects,  nr^  td  Be  fditnd.  m  ttj(  ^rst  Mtlim 
of  1589,  the  impression  of  this  map  is  bright,  strong,  snd  dHslinct :  iHr«tieah%  tte 
first  pBgt  of  the  text.  In  the  second  e^tion,  and  inserted  hi  Qte  tkitt  plM:ejit  Ik 
faded  and  worn:  and  Just  below  the  ndrtiiern  point,  there  is  an  lhkcrfptbii,itllitiii^ 
to  Drake's  Voyage  of  1577,  which  is  not  in  the  prerions  inipr^ion.  In  othei-  ir^ 
pecte,  the  scroll  or  inscription  below  the  Cape  of  Godd  Hop<^,aAa  id  fhe  Kj^b  fiilB 
domer  at  top,  are  tiie  sam^  in  both  hni>k4f«ions.  Thii  fbyait  fb  VddSx  \k  Mr. 
MHs*8  copy  of  ttie  ftist  efitldn,  is  iaserted  betw^W  pife^  644  ahJ  655. 
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c&t^amingf  not  only  the  Reprmt  ei  these  black  letter 
pages,  but  some  Additions  of  a  deciiuve  and  important 
character. 

Although  my  old  [friend^  the  Odcombian^  Tom 
CoRTATB,  was  not  a  Collector  of  Travels,  but  a  gay 
and  gallant  traveller  himself,  yet  I  cannot  step  across 
the  threshold  of  the  sixteenth^  an(l  enter  ypon  the 
seventeenth  century,  without  a  brief  but  pointed  re- 
commendation of  his  ^^  CfnuUtieSy  kastify  gobbled  up,**^ 

A.  Arch.  This  should  be  seized  upon  by  those  who  have  keen  appe- 
tites for  books  at  once  rare  and  intrinsically  valuable. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  account  of  Hakluyt's  Collection  more 
agreeably,  or  more  advantageously  to  the  reader^  than  by  inserting 
the  spirited  character  drawn  of  Hakluyt  by  Zouch^  in  his  Ufe  of  Sir 
Philip  Sidney^—''  Every  reader  conversant  in  the  anna)^  of  our  nav^I 
transactions^  will  cheerfully  aaknowledge  the  merit  of  Richard  Hak- 
luyt>  who  devoted  hi^  studies  to  the  investigatian  of  those  pepods  of 
English  history,  which  regard  the  improvement  of  navigation  and 
commerce.  He  had  the  advantages  of  an  academical  education.  H^ 
was  elected  student  of  Christ  Church  in  Oxford,  in  1570>  and  was 
therefore  contemporary  with  Sidney  at  the  University.  To  him  we 
are  principally  indebted  for  a  clear  and  comprehensive  description  of 
those  noble  discoveries  of  the  English  nation  made  by  sea  or  over- 
land to  the  most  distant  quarter  of  the  e^urth.  His  incomparable 
industry  was  remunerated  with  every  possible  encouragement  by  Sir 
Francis  Walsingham  and  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  To  the  latter,  as  to  a 
most  generous  promoter  of  all  ingenious  and  useful  knowledge;*  he 
inscribed  his  first  collection  of  voyages  and  discoveries,  printed  in 
1589.  '  Thus  animated  and  encouraged,  he  was  enabled  to  leave  to 
posterity  the  fruits  of  his  unwearied  labours — an  invaluable  treasure 
of  nautical  information  preserved  in  volumes,  which  even  at  this  day, 
afiBx  to  his  nan^e  a  brilliancy  of  r^utation^  which  i^  series  of  agas  can 
never  e&oe  or  obscure.*' 

*  The  entire  title  is  ''  CrudUiei  hasHly  gobble^  up,  m  Jwe  monih$ 
Travek  ia  France,  Savoy,  Italy,  Rhetia,  ^ofoeparU  offligh  Germany, 
and  the  Netherlands.  Lpnd.  1611,  4to.  It  19BS  published  ii^th  seve- 
ral very  curious  cuts,  and  the  author's  portrait  in  the  frontispiece : 
the  whole  rq^ripled  in  1776,  Svo.  3  vpls.— ^with  all  the  engravings, 
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as  no  unsavory  sandwich  for  the  more  substantial 
attack  upon  the  Pilgrimes  and  Pilgrimage  of  Pur- 
chase published  in  five  folio  volumes^  1625-6 ;  and 
which  exhibit  a  monument  of  care,  diligence,  and  re- 
search, that,  of  its  kind,  can  hardly  be  surpassed.* 

but  some  necessarily  in  a  folded  state.  .  The  reprint  is  neither  rare 
nor  dear :  worth  perhaps  1/.  10s.  The  first  edition^  when  in  fine 
condition^  (especially  if  it  be  like  that  of  the  copy  of  my  friend,  Mr. 
Cruden,  of  Gravesend)  has  been  known  to  sell  for  ten  or  twelve  gui- 
neas. Colonel  Stanley's  copy,  which  is  described  as  being  '^  extra- 
ordinarily  fine,  in  nissia,  binding/'  was  sold  for  101.  10».  Mr. 
Bindley*s  copy  produced  the  same  sum ;  but,  of  late  years,  it  is 
mvch  lowered  in  price;  and  Mr.  Thorpe  marks  a  "  fine  copy,  with 
^e  plates,  very  neat/*  at  4/.  4$.  The  most  extraordinary  and  most 
precious  copy  perhaps,  in  all  respects  existing,  is  that  in  the  libnuy 
of  Mr.  Grenville.  It  is  a  presentation  copy,  with  an  original  letter 
by  the  author,  to  Prince  Henry,  in  whose  family  he  was  domestica** 
ted.  It  may  be  safely  said  that  this  book  exists  not  on  laige  paper. 
Coryate  was  a  native  of  Odcombe,  in  Somersetshire,  and  was,  in- 
deed, (according  to  Wood)  bom  at  the  parsonage  house  there.  Hence 
he  Is  called  the  Odcombian.  Browne  Willis  told  Cole  (the  greatest 
collector  of  gossip  and  scandal  of  his  day)  that  Coryate*s  shoes 
were  hanging  up  in  the  church  at  Odcombe  till  the  year  1702.  See 
Dr.  Bliss's;  Athen,  Oxon,  vol,  ii.  col.  S08-2 14.  A  just  estimate  of 
the  merits  of  Coryate  will  be  found  in  the  Quarterly  Review,  vol.  ii. 
p.  92. 

*  Purchas,  *'  who  (says  Wood)  is  by  some  styled  our  English- 
Ptolemy,"  yet  maintains  his  reputation  and  his  price  in  the  market. 
The  highest  price  perhaps  ever  given  for  a  copy,  was  that  (501.  8s.) 
which  was  given  for  Colonel  Stanley's :  but  then  it  had  "  the  rare 
frontispiece,  and  five  portraits  of  the  persons  to  whom  each  volume 
is  dedicated,  inserted  jf  and  was,  in  other  respects,  '^  an  extraordi- 
nary fene  copy.**  Yet  a  finer  is  to  be  found  (without  the  extra  em- 
bellishments) in  the  library  of  Mr.  Grenville  -,  for  he  has  it  uncut  ; 
having  upwards  of  twelve  years  ago  purchased  the  four  volumes,  in 
this  state^  of  Mr.  Miller  the  late  bookseller ;  and  given  forty  goi- 
.neas  for  them.    The  fifth  volume  (the  commonest)  was  afterwards 


t  A  tlinilar  copy  is  at  Althorp,  in  nutia  bindioj^. 
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Above  all  things^  let  the  lover  of  graphic  virtu,  and 
the  desperate  hunter  after  perfect  copies,  look  sharply 
after  the  possession  of  a  clean^  bright^  and  brilliant 
copy  of  the  engraved  frontispiece ;  at  the  bottom  of 
which  appears  the  frUl-guarded  neck  and  shoulders  of 

luckily  found  in  a  similar  condition.  It  is  now  in  blue  morocco 
binding.  I  have  seen  several  other  beautiful  copies— of  a  book^ 
however^  not  remarkable  for  its  typographical  elegance.  The  Royal 
Library  boasts  of  Colbert's  copy ;  and  in  the  Pepysian  library^  at 
Cambridge^  there  is  a  very  fine>  laige^  and  clean  copy^  in  old  calf 
bindings  with  a  brilliant  impression  of  the  much-coveted  frontispiece : 
which  (more  fortunate  than  the  head  of  Fuller,  in  his  Worthies)  has 
luckily  escaped  the  scissars  of  Master  Samuel  Pepys,  the  celebrated 
collector.*  Mr.  Jadis  has  a  very  fine  and  large  copy^  quite  com- 
plete.  In  the  trade^  the  price  of  Purchas  varies  considerably. 
Messrs.  Arch  mark  a  copy  in  calf  at  212. :  a  price>  which,  if  the 
frontispiece  be  fair  and  sounds  must  be  considered  exceedingly  mo- 
derate.  The  richly  filled  pages  of  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Payne 
and  Foss  exhibit  two  copies  :  one^  "  very  neatly  bound  in  russia^" 
for  351. :  another^  "  very  fine  copy,  with  the  frontispiece^'*  for  40/. 
There  is  a  title-page^  as  well  as  a  frontispiece. 

Granger  has  a  brief  but  pleasing  memento  of  Purchas.  He  says 
that  "  his  work  is  not  only  valuable  for  the  various  instructiGn  and 
amusement  contained  in  it^  but  is  also  very  estimable  on  a  national, 
and  he  may  add^  a  religious  account."  Biogr.  Hut.  of  England,  voL 
i.  p.  365,  edit.  1804.  He  alludes  to  Harman's  lUusirations  of  the 
Scriptures  from  works  of  a  similar  description. 

Mr.  Chalmers  (Biogr,  Diet.  vol.  xxv.  p.  384)  has  refuted  the  notion 
of  Granger,  that  Purchas  died  in  prison,  from  distressed  circumstaa. 
ces,  on  account  of  the  publication  of  his  "  Pilgrims.*'  The  former 
is  untrue,  as  he  died  in  his  own  house  in  1628,  in  his  fifty-first  year* 
'^  It  is  not  improbable  (says  Mr.  Chalmers)  that  he  might  be  a  suf- 
ferer by  the  expense  of  printing  his  books,  but  his  debts  are  t6  be  re- 
ferrcfd  to*  a  more  honourable  cause,  the  kindness  of  lus  di^xieition.** 
See  the  note,  ibid :  and  Cens.  Lit.  vol.  iv. ;  and  Wood*8  Fcuti  Oxen. 
vol.  i.  col.  363.    Edit.  BUu. 


*  Pepys  WB8  a  CoHector  of  portraits,  which  he  had  the  haplew  knack  of  almost 
crucifying  in  his  method  of  trimming  and  stickiAg  them  on.  I  have  seen  one  of 
his  foHo  Tobimes  of  CoUections  of  PortraiU  :...*'  vox  ftncibiis  hmit !" 
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FucshuMfimctf;  reyegeotioy  hiiB  m  faiai  focBj-agfadii 
ycinr.  I£  this  finmtidpieee  be  waatinp,  ten  gnneai^ 
Witt  Ittrdly  anppljr  its  place  witb  a  beavt^l  impresskiB 

.  Tkk  was  an  age  fiiU  of  glory  and  g»llaat  adrentnre 
Sw  Old  England ;  and  the  names  of  Diuke  and 
Rmaiok  aloii^  to  say  lathing  of  that  of  Smito^^  (one 

^  Bdbre  i  toudi  opoD  Cxpt.  Joks  Smith's  tnnrelliiig  a^tve- 
iMAti,  lei  me  ask.  the  ingcsioiis  and  intrepid  Befimder  of  Kiag^ 
JamssL  (mf  approved  good  fidead  Mr.  jyjmM}  how  the  Scolo- 
tmf^kk  Meoarch  oouea  find  it  in  his  hearty  or  in  his  head^  to  ofder 
te  eoBOCKliaBof  soeh  a  man  as  BAi.aia«?  And  IhrUierj  liow  dAer 
his  Inad  or  his  iHMtft  could  excuse  Urn  for  mo*  otdeiing  tiie  cxeeu* 
tkm  of  two  such  aapnacipled,  wicked^  and  guilty  creatures,  as  tha 
■aa&  and  Couirtass  of  SoMsassTf^-as  much  the  insCigaloirs^  and 
aoeessories  hcfbve  the  iMt,  of  the  murder  of  Sir  Tfaoans  OMrhurf.f 
as  •  4  .  »  •  but  then  is  no  need  of  any  comparison*  Lord  Clarendon 
baa  aomewhere  weU  observed,  tliat  King  James  could  nerer  resist 
tbo  inliuenBe  **  of  fine  dotlMs  and  a  handsome  peison  s'*  and  Garre, 
Barl  of  Somerset^  happened  to  be  that  handsome  person.  I  fereit 
lo  Drake:-^amoi^t  the  Tcry  rarest  pieces  relating  to  whose 
tcKvds>  are  L£xpedt<ts  9fc.  ta  IntUoi  Oceidtntalei,  3rc.  M.D.LXXXV. 
Lufdm^  Aptd  Br.  Raphel.  M.DXXXXV1II.  4to.  with  Fova  maps. 
Sk  Brssii  tt  Fida  NarraOo  et  ContmuaU^  S^rum  Omaittm  Drt^ 
ei  iVoffSfsio  {poH  feUctm  ev  Occidtntalt&tit  imulk,  redUumJ  la  sua 
expeditione  Poriugallenm  ^aguUi  dUbus  geiiantm,**  fVencof.  11(90, 
4tOk  These  ringularly  rare  books  adorn  tlie  choice  coUectba  of 
Mr*  Jadis.  But  let  not  Sia  AaTaoxr  SHaax&BT  Knt»  be  for* 
l^otteaf  since  in  tlie  same  eoUeetiiMi,  is  his''  New  andlarge  dittourm 
If  sea,  and  aver  kind,  te  the  Penian  Empire,  &c.,"  written  by 
Wmiam  Itay,  Gentleman,  who  accompanied  Sir  Anthony  in  his 
Tnm^Xk:*  It  is  a  very  spare,  and  not  lest  rare,  quarto  volume,  printed 
ih  1001  by  Valentine  Sanmiers,  for  Fdix  Noitoa,— and  ooatsMng 


t  Mr.  D*Iflrfteli,  who  is  learned  in  biographieal  history,  muM  have  read 
IV»f  A  hnmghi  to  Ughi  by  Jhne^  1615, 4to.  with  a  print  of  poor  Sir  Thomas  Orer. 
tms^  i  Uddttf  the  Wfeix  <StlM&Ak  j^ofCraitS.  If  not,  he  must  hare  resd  the  reprint 
ttf  tbs  ttaeiia  ItSSI,  4tO.  without  the  print :  but  yn\h  additional  matter. 
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of  the  hardiest  and  braveM  ddveiitQrerd  tbSC  ty^et 
fyced  physical  or  civil  obstadlei^)  wiQ  be  long  dear  to 
every  British  heart.  It  was  in  their  school,  that 
Anson,  Cook,  Perouse^  and  Vancouver,^  studied ;  men, 
who  with  greater  or  lesser  degrees  of  saecess,  eir- 
cmnnavigated  the  globe.  But  this  h  anticipation. 
Let  me  revert  to  Collectitms  of  Voyages  and  Trtwets; 

A.  to  F.  in  fours.  On  F.  8,  recto>  it  a  set  of  yerdes  by  J»  D.  (Jolui 
Daties)  of  Hereford^  in  oommendadon  of  Fany. 

Witat  an  age  was  that  of  the  opennig  of  theserenteenlh  eentttty  !* 
I  can  conceive  Drake>  Raleigh^  Smithy  Haklayl,  Coryate^  and 
Poifdias,  belonging  to  a  sort  of  rroM/ier'x  C&16  (at  preseM  so  fl^ 
able  ^dth  many  who  have  only  felt  the  saline  particles  of  tile  BtitMt 
Channel)  and  laying  their  heads  and  charts  together  t^pecttog  the 
several  oonntiks  visited,  or  about  to  be  visited.  Indeed/  ^hth  waa 
the  very  Dragon  of  his  breed  t  '' nil  aetnfn  credens  si  qvid  Mqperssset 
ag^Mtunf ."    His  TrtneU  and  M0etUure$  ta  Europe,  AnA$  JJHea,  mud 


*  It  #as the  sriarr  ef  tiieh saagpe  wUch  hiduced a  trolyfBSpectiUe  |irinttr,of 
the  aame  of  JoriN  Wolf,  to  publkh  in  Enf  Ush  rernon  of  a  very  carious  and  in* 
structire  rolume  of  a  Dutch  TraTeUer  of  the  name  of  Huighen  Van  Linschotbn, 
who  entitled  it  a  **  Discmtrte  0/  Voyaget  into  the  Eatt  and  Wut  Indies,"  Wolf 
printed  ii  in  a  close  and  handsome  black  letter  type*  in  donBIe  columns,  in  1598, 
faltd,  and  dMixM  it  t6  Jtdina  Caaar,  Dodot  of  Laws,  tt  cdntahit  A  ta  Q  q«  hi 
sixes:  Qq with  seven.  W6!f  fhiif  dUlOTS hi  the  dsdtCBtion :  <* about  a  twdre- 
mdtith  agoe,  alaaraed  Gentknuaibnmgfatiiiito  mee  the  aoyagesand  aavi|^itbnof 
lolm  Hnyg^  Van  Lhiachotte  hlt^  tha  Iiidies>  Wtittan  hi  the  Duteh  toi^ue,  wlikh 
he  wished  might  be  traashdad  Into  ont  laagnaga^  baeaaia  he  thought  it  woald  be 
not  only  deUghtfnl,  but  also  rery  commodious  for  our  English  nation."  Hie  name 
of  the  translator  is  not  mentioned.  There  is  a  copper-plate  frontispiece,  engraTcd 
by  "  William  Rogers,  a  citisen  of  London ;"  aad  twelre  eoppcr-plate  Maps :  of 
which  Herbert's  copy  wanted  two,  and  Bindley's  four.  Mr«  Grenrille's  copy  is 
quite  complete,  in  green  morocco  binding  by  C.  Lewis.  Colonel  Stanley's  copy  had 
"  the  edition  of  the  plates  belonging  to  the  original  Dutch  editton,"  and  was  pur- 
chssed  by  Lord  Ossulston  for  22L  Herbert's  copy,  made  complete,  is  at  Althorp. 
dut  the  m6§t  genuine  and  desirable  copy  of  Unsctioten  witL  which  t  ahi  ac- 
quainted, 18  that  in  the  library  of  Mr.  ^a^. 

A  Latin  edidon,  transkted  l>y  Linschoten  himself,  was  publisbed  ai  the  Bagiie 
in  1599,  fobo :  with  similar  maps  to  those  of  the  English  edition,  but  large^  and 
coarser.  It  has,  however,  a  number  of  additional  plates,  equally  coarse,  oif  the 
costumes  of  men  and  women  of  the  differeAt  countries  visited.  The  coast  of 
Omnea  has  a  separate  title-page  of  the  same  date,    ifhere  is  also  an  Index,  or 
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and  here^  io  chronological  order,  I  necessarily  point 
to  Thbvbnot's  Relations  de  divers  Voyages  curieux 

America.^*  between  the  years  1593  and  1629^  appeared  at  yarious 
times^  In  small  quartos>  and  are  most  difficult  of  acqaisition.  Thus, 
in  1608>  came  forth  A  True  Relation  of  such  Occurrences  and  Acd- 
dents  of  Note  as  hath  happened  in  Virginia  since  the  first  planting  of 
that  Colony,  Written  by  Thos.  fVatson,  Gent,  There  is  a  map 
before  sign  A.  3.  In  1619  appeared  his  Map  of  Virginia  with  a  de- 
scription  of  the  Country,  at  Oxford,  Also  with  a  map ;  having  a 
portrait  of  the  author.  In  1616^  with  a  map,  was  published  his 
Description  of  New  England.  His  Sea  Grammar,  with  the  pkdne 
Exposition  of  fus  Accidence  for  Young  Seamen  enlarged.  Written  by 
him,  some  time  Govemour  of  Virginia  and  Admiral  of  New  England, 
was  published  at  London  by  John  Havilaod.  All  these  quarto 
Tolumes,  of  great  rarity,  in  a  dean  and  complete  state,  are  in  the 
library  of  Mr.  Jadis.  Next  came  forth  The  True  Travels,  Adven* 
tures,  and  Observations  of  Captain  John  Smith,  in  a  small  folio 
volume  of  sixty  pages  in  1630>  containing  some  pretty  plates^  r^re- 
senting  some  of  Smith's  adventures.  He  vanquishes  several  great 
diampions  at  tournaments ;  and  bdng  detained  prisoner  by  the 
Bashaw  of  Nalbrits  longer  than  he  wished,  and  having  been  scolded 
and  ill  treated  by  him,  he  contrives  to  find  an  opportunity  o. 
beating  out  his  brains  (represented  by  a  plate)  with  a  '*  threshing 
bat,  for  they  had  no  flails'**     He  then  hid  his  body  under  the  straw. 


Direction  to  the  bookbinder,  at  the  end.  To  Mr.  Grenrille^  copy  of  tibis  Latin 
edition  IB  afilzed-«f  the  date  of  16^7— a  NupHal  nuhtrmnbie  hi  the  native  tongae 
of  the  country,  with  a  Latin  veraion:  the  latter  beginning  thna : 

Euge  I  Brema,  Nuptialea 
Ede  l»t4  Toce  plansns, 
Nnptias  Kdperianas 
Gratolando  dam  salntes 
Barbitoque  rersibnsqne ; 
Plande,  Brema  tota,  plande !  plande  tantis  Nnptiis. 

Only  one  word  more.  According  to  MeuBelius  (Bibl,  Hitt.  vol,  ii.  p.  342)  the 
Earliest  Dutch  edition  of  idnschoten  was  at  Amsterdam  in  1596 :  reprinted  at 
Franckfort  in  1601— and  corrected  at  Amst.  in  1614 :  1623 :  1634,  and  1664 :  all 
with  plates.  A  French  Tersion  first  appeared  at  Amst.  in  1610, 1619,  and  1638, 
each  with  cuts. 

*  This  <<  threshing  bat"  looks  Tciy  like  the  club  of  Hercules,  and  therefore  was 
well  calcttUted  to  **  settle  the  matter**  with  the  Bashaw. 
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put  forth  in  1663-96^  in  2  folio  volumes  ;*  a  work, 

dressed  himself  in  the  Bashaw's  clothes,  (a  ticklish  experiment !)  and 
scampered  across  the  desert  *'  at  aU  adventure."  Mr.  Grenville's 
copy  of  this  slender  little  folio  (bonnd  in  green  morocco^  by  Charles 
Lewis)  was  not  acquired  under  the  sum  of  52.  Ss.  In  16^1,  folio^  came 
forth  his  Advertisements  for  the  unexperienced  Planters  of  New  Eng- 
land, &c.»  with  a  map,  having  a  portrait  of  the  author,  di£ferent  from 
that  in  the  4to.  of  1612 — ut  supra. 

I  now  come  to  the  more  famous  work  of  Smith,  being,  his  Genx- 
BAL  History  of  Virginia — that  country  having  been  visited  by  him 
between  the  years  1584-16^,  and  the  work  published  in  a  folio  vo- 
lume in  1624.  Mr.  Grenville's  copy  of  this  book  wiU  throw  a  collec- 
tor of  Travels  into  a  succession  of  ecstasies  !  It  is  on  i«arge  paper  5 
and  a  similar  copy  is  in  the  fine  coUection  of  Mr.  G.  Hibbert.  It 
has  both  the  portraits,  genuine  and  counterfeit  -,  the  one,  of  Erances 
Duchess  of  Richmond,  by  Will.  Pass :  the  other,  of  an  exceedingly  ill- 
looking  Prince  called  Matoaka,  by  Holland.  There  is  also  a  third, 
and  a  brilliant  little  portrait,  by  Simon  Pass,  of  the  Author,  '<  Cap« 
tayne  John  Smith.*'  This  is  at  top,  at  the  left-hand  corner  of  the 
last  map.  But  a  fine  impression  of  the  Frontispiece  is  worth  more 
than  a  moment's  gaze.  Above,  are  portraits  of  Elizabeth,  James, 
and  Charles  when  Prince  of  Wales.  The  engraver  was  John  Barrk. 
Note ;  it  is  remarked  by  Mr.  Grenville,  that  the  sheet  O  is  suppressed 
— and  that  the  defective  paging,  from  page  96  to  105,  not  supplied 
— in  ALL  the  copies  of  this  book.  A  shoal  of  complimentary  verses 
(the  fashion  of  the  age)  is  prefixed.  Among  them,  is  a  set  from  our 
old  friend  Samuel  Purchas,  who  occupied  so  much  of  our  attention  in 
the  preceding  note.  The  reader  will  thank  me  for  furnishing  him 
with  one  stanza  only,  and  will  probably  agree  with  the  author  him- 
self, that  he  had  a  '' rustic  out-wome  Muse."  Such  crabbed  lines 
are  too  tooth-breaking  for  utterance  : 

Loa  here  Smith's  forge,  where  Forgery's  romgue-branded, 
Tme  Pegasus  is  shood,  fetters  are  forged 
For  Silke-sotts,  milk-sops,  base  sloth,  farre  hence  landed, 
(Soile  changed  soule-soild  still)  England's  dregs,  discharged, 
To  plant^supplant!)  Virginia,  home-disgoiged : 
Where  Vertues  praise  frames  good  men  Stories  armoor 
GiOnst  Time,  Achilles  like,  with  best  Arts  charged  ; 
Pallas,  all-arm'd,  all  leam'd,  can  teach  Sword*Orammer, 
Can  Pens  of  Pikes ;  Armes  t'  Arts ;  to  Scholar,  Sooldier ;  hammer. 

Ac.       &c. 
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Manewbat  motl^  in  its  conteots^  -bat  cuaoDS  and  in* 
structive  withal ;  and,  I  will  be  free  to  add^  of  ex- 

BCr.  OrentiUe's  copy  b  bound  in  a  style  worthy  of  its  beauty  by  C. 
Lewifly  in  olire-colour  morocco.  Mesflrs.  Pi^e  and  F088  mark  the 
vsoal  copy,  withliie  gemtme  prinU  oi  theDudieBS  of  Richmond  and 
Obtain  SuAth,  at  €l.  6s. 

I  have  a  strong  doiibt  whether  a  perfect  copy  of  the  Voyages  col- 
lected by  Mblchisedbc  Thbybnot,  with  M  its  parts  and  varieties, 
be  not  of  as  rare  occurrence  as  a  perfect  copy  of  De  Bry :  doubtless, 
iiowever,  it  is  of  infinitely  less  value  and  importance.  Yet  Colonel 
6tai£[ey*s  copy,  although  not  on  laige  paper,  and  apparently  fer  less 
perfect'than  the  one  I  am  about  to  describe,  was  not  purchased 
Uttder-the  sum  of  142.  14s.  Brunet  is  delightfully  communicative, 
apparently  from  the  copious  materials  of  Camus  :  yet  that  active  bib« 
liographer  appears  never  to  have  seen  a  copy  on  large  paper.  Sudi 
a  «opy  adorns  the  library  of  Mr.  Grenville :  and  that  copy  is  a 
Museum  Duplicate.  Prefixed  to  it,  is  the  following  memorandum 
by  its  very  intelligent  and  accurate  possessor.  ''  This  is  a  large  paper 
copy  of  the  edition  of  1663,  1664,  1666,  and  1672 :  with  additions 
'fh>m  that  of  1696.  It  contains  all  that  is  described  by  Camus,  ex- 
cept a  17th  page  of  the  Spanish  fbigment ;  six  leaves  of  Appem&to 
the  Hist,  of  Mogul ;  and  ten  leaves,  from  page  48  of  Asganii  Sas- 
sonii;  which  three  articles  were  equally  wantiaginHuet*8  copy,  though 
iheyare  found  at  the  end  of  that  of  the  Corps  Legislatif,  at  Paris. 
This  copy  however  has,  in  tom.  i.  p.  50,  of  the  Voyage  de  Bmtteko 
a  'Map,  with  variations,  not  noticed  by  Camus.  Connected  with  the 
Voyage  h  Pekm,  part  iii.  are  a  few  duplicate  plates,  to  shew  the  supe- 
riority of  the  originals  to  the  counterfeits  or  re-engravings.  At  the 
end  of  this  third  part,  is  ''  ExpUcaHon  de  la  Carte  de  Telmer,**  never 
seen  by  Camus  but  once,  and  not  in  any  other  copy  of  Thevenot." 
Camus,  p.  283. 

Brunet  notices  the  usual^termination  of  the '^  Asganii  Sassopii*'  with 
page  48  5  and,  indeed,  observes  upon  the  u«u^  .absenQ&.of  the  three 
latter  treatises  oontoioed  in  Mr.  Grenville's  cojiy.  ,As  tp  the  bmbel- 
LisHMENTS  of  Thevej90t>  the  chief  jpaerit.  of :  them  ^conMsts  in  the 
Maps,  which  are  -numerous  and  curious.  '[The  ^^figures  are  -generally 
coarse  and  ill  executed ;  but  a  decided  exception  must  be  made  in 
fevour  of  a  very,prctty  small  plate>  vign^tje-^j^e,  whi(ii  ppcurs  in 
vol.  i.  p.  17,  of  the  Voyage  de  Jerri ;  representing  the  Grand  Mogul, 


Ivemdy  gmxA  difficoity  ncrf  JieqHmtioii— ^with  aH  Its 
parts  in  an  umnutilatediSiate. 

The  beginning  of  tiie  eighteeoldgi  centary  witeessed 
a  most  valuable  periormanoe  in  the  *^  Account  efihe 
Voffuges  made  hy  the  Portugues^e  and  Spanicmds^  tat. 
published  by  L  L.  iSottfried^  in  the  Dutch  tctngne,  at 
Leyden,  in  1707,  in  eight  folio  volumes  :*  and  within 
half  a  century  from  this  period,  the  !Eng'lish  had  ag^ 
to  boast  of  some  valuable  Collections  of  Voyages^  to 
which  the  names  of  Chuachill  and  Haebis  ane  j>re- 
fixed  as  Editors.  The  former  published  his  ma  'band- 
some  folio  volumes  in  1732 ;  the  latter,  in  two  liinrilar 
volumes,  in  1744.  In  the  3rear  ensuing,  appeared  a 
Collection  of  Voyages  and  Travds  compiled  from  the 
library  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford :  a  library,  which^  as  it 
united  MSS.  with  printed  books,  may  be  s^d  to  rival, 
if  not  eclipse,  that  of  the  great  Colbert  \a  France. 

Selim  Sha  (with  a  hawk  on  -bis  fisi)  the  Sultan  ^Goioone^  and^a 
female  Slave  his  wife.  They  are  each  in  piofile^  ^Mid  Yeo^libe^in 
figure,  dreta,  and  form^  what  we  ^aee  in  the  uaoal  .hjgUy  decomM 
MSS,  of  jWsia  and.  Hindooalan.  Tiie  -  oounlerfiBits,  or  repriolay in* 
traduced  in  Mr.  Qrenville's  oopy>  are  doid>tlefl8  Tesymuchinfeiior 
to  tfaeorilgiiialB;  aome  few  of  whieh  (as  the  veiled  ladfronihoMe- 
hacsk,  led  hy  a  slave)  have  tsuffieient  •-  spirit  and  efieet.  ilhis  eopy  mb 
hound  inred  moracoo  by  C.  Lewis,  in  the  moat  apqmpriate.  stifle. 
Itrhas  the  four  parts  r  in  two  "volnmes.  I  BMg;ht  >  haw  'jBotioedttfHit 
TheveMt;s  CoUectloii  consists  •  of  fdiffereBt  CRuteus  'Vdjnges  wiUeh 
.have  not  beenpnUished,  or  whichhave  been  tranahited  (kktiMBraatii 
toq^e)  feom  fiddnyt,  Purdiaa,  cand  xilherfS^glilb,  lOulch^rffrtu* 
rguese,  Qerman,.aiid  Spanish  traveUers/f 

*  Bniaet<(voL4i.  p.  iUO)/imafcss  .thedate.i997nas  ifaUasa7<»7. 


t  Mr. Payae tf Ba wg X\%x  bstUsa  atmag  raeoUettioii  of  a  -fineytoq^f^ii^Mr, 

perfect  copy,  boQnd  in  oldrinorocei),  poflianed  by  bis  fatber ;  bnt  knows  Qot  its 

present "  locui  in  qao."  I  beartily  wish  Mr.  Payne  would  leaye  ps,  as  a  legacy,  all 

Us  Botk  iZemfiiiic«iice»— tbe'Bibliomaiuac  would  rejoice  to  possess  tbem.   There 

^•rtffUadnisccDceaeitaat^MBhmight  ba  tboogbt  less-deaervingef  fccord. 
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The  note  below*  mil  make  the  reader  acquainted  witb 
the  pecuniary  value  of  all  these  Works. 

There  were  yet  minor  publications,  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter; such  as  the  Collections  of  AsTLEY,  1745,  4to. 
four  volumes ;  and  Dampier  1729,  in  four  octavo  vo- 
lumes.'f'   The  labours  of  our  immediate   neighbours. 

He  adds>  that  the  author's  real  name  was  Jobv  Philip  Adeliws  j 
and  that  the  work  was  repriinted  m  the  same  (Dutch)  language  in 
thirty  octavo  volumes.  Of  the  price  of  either  edition,  I  can  say 
nothing.  The  celebrated  bookseller  Vander  Aa,  of  Leyden/was  the 
publisher  of  the  folio  impression. 

*  First  of  Churchill.  Messrs.  Fbyne  and  Foss>  mark  a  neat  copy 
on  LAROB  PAPER,  at  the  moderate  sum  of  SL  8«. ;  but  then  it  is  tke 
first  edition  of  1733.  I  observe  that  a  large  paper  copy  of  the  best 
edition  of  1744,  with  the  Harleian  Collection  of  Voyages  of  174& 
— >in  all,  eight  volumes — "  very  fine  copies,  uniformly  bound  out  of 
sheets,  in  russia,  by  Walther,*'  was  sold  for  the  ponderous  sum  of 
362.  at  the  sale  of  Colonel  Stanley  s  library.  My  friend  Mr.  6.  Hib- 
bert  may  boast  of  a  fine  similar  copy,  in  white  calf,  with  rich  gilt 
tooling  on  the  back.  It  should  be  remembered  that  either  edition  of 
Churchill  contains  several  pieces  from  original  MSS.  and  others  then 
first  published  in  the  English  language.  Watt,  in  his  Bibl.  Brit, 
mentions  an  edition  as  early  as  1704,  and  as  late  as  1752.  As  to 
Harris's  Collection,  let  anyone  inspect  the  curious  contents  only  of 
the  first  volume,  as  exhibited  by  Mr.  Harris  in  his  valuable  Catalogiie 
of  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Institution,  p.  260,  and  he  will  not  hesi- 
tate a  moment  respecting  the  importance  of  this  work.  I  find  a  neat 
copy  of  the  best  edition  of  it,  1744-48,  with  maps  and  plates  mariced 
at  bL  Ss,  in  the  recent  catalogue  of  Messrs.  I.  and  A.  Arch.  The 
Collection  from  the  Harleian  Lirrary  may  be  worth  half  the  sum. 

t  Astley's  Collections  appear  to  have  attracted  little  notice;  They 
are  a  piracy  of  CampbelVs  edition  of  Harris's  Collection^  and  yet  I 
observe  that  a  copy  of  them,  bound  in  russia,  was  sold  for  Si,  Ss.  at 
the  sale  of  the  Merly  Library  in  1813.  Whoever  chooses  to  con- 
sult the  pages  of  Mr.  Chalmers's  BxograpHcal  Dictionary,  or  the  Re* 
trospective  Review,  vol.  viii.  p.  73,  will  readily  see  what  an  interesting 
voyage  round  the  world  was  made  by  Captain  William  Dampier. 
This  Collection  contains  many  of  his  achievements,  with  those  of 
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French,  must  not  be  forgotten.  Tbeir  "  Lettres  Edi- 
Jiantes  et  CurieuseSj  icrites  des  Missions  etrangires.^ 
Paris^  1780, 12nio.  26  volumes^  should  find  a  place  in 
the  gilded  upper  shelves  of  a  well-furnished  library  of 
any  description.  I  knew  an  "  old"  friend  who  solaced 
himself,  during  eight  and  twenty  long  wintery  nights,, 
by  the  perusal  of  these  "  edifying  and  curious  Epis- 
tles." If  any  keen  book  Angler  chooses  to  bait  his 
hook  with  a  five  pound  note  of  the  Bank  of  England^ 
he  may,  at  a  public  auction,  catch  the  whole  of  this 
savoury  fry  of  sparkling  little  fish.  The  gilt  tooling 
of  Padaloup  or  De  Rome  may  represent  their  scales, 
like  those  of  the  carp,  "  bedropped  with  gold /'  Very 
recently  there  has  appeared  a  French  work  of  more 
intrinsic  value  ;  namely,  the  ^^  BibliothSque  Portative 
des  Fot/ageSj'*  Parisy  1810,  in  41  octodecimo  volumes, 
with  an  Atlas,  in  8vo.  This  collection  contains  the 
travels  oi  Nor  den,  Cooky  Macartney ,  Barrow ,  and  Ta* 
vernier. 

Reverting  to  our  own  country,  it  remains  only  to 
notice  the  Collections  of  Voyages  and  Travels  by  Mr. 
PiNKERTON  and  Mr.  Robert  Kerr.  Of  the  former, 
commenced  in  1808  and  concluded  in  1814,  in  seven- 
teen quarto  volumes,  with  maps,  &c.  a  well  bound 
copy  may  be  obtained  for  26/.  5^.  It  must  not  be 
denied  that  it  is  the  most  valuable  Collection  of  Voy- 
ages extant.*  Mr.  Kerr  s  Collection,  published  in 
1811-17,  comprises  eighteen  octavo  volumes. 

Wafer,  Funnel,  Cowley,  Sharp,  Wood,  and  Roberts,  A  copy  of  it 
was  purchased  by  Lord  Essex,  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library,  for 
Si.  17s.  At  the  sale  of  the  Merly  Library,  it  produced  little  more 
than  half  this  sum. 

*  The  xviith  volume  contains  a  copious  Catalogue  of  Books  on 
Voyages  and  Travels,  and  an  excellent  Index.    With  these  Voyages, 

D  d 
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And  thus,  in  the  preceding  twenty -five  pages^  will 
the  reader  find  a  Collection  of  Voyages,  &c.  which, 
while  they  exhibit  an  imperishable  monument  of  the 
talents  and  enterprise  of  human  beings;  in  every  civi- 
lised quarter  of  the  globe,  will  furnish  him  with  a  key 
to  the  knowledge  of  almost  every  countiy  however 
remote,  or  any  productions,  however  rare  and  extra- 
ordinary. Happy  the  man — be  he  **  Young^'  or 
^^  Old'' — who  possesses  these  treasures  ;  but  happier 
&r  shall  he  be,  who  applies  them  to  right  uses  and 
puiposes  ;  and  who,  kx^ing 

"  —through  Nature,  up  to  Nature's  God," 

learns  to  cherish  the  gentler  emotions  of  charity  and 

.'benevolence  towards  ^'all  sorts   and   conditions  of 

men,"  and  to  be  grateful  for  the  comparative  bles- 

'ttngs,  which,  under  a  civilised  state,  it  is  his  happiness 

to  enjoy. 

should  be  unifortnly  bound  the  Geography  of  Mr.  PinkertoA  with 

fifty-two  maps^  published  in  1817>  4to.  in  two  vols.  I  find  this  latter 

Work  marked  in  boards^  at  5 J.  5*.  in  the  catalogues  of  Messrs.  Tayne 

'  ^  ^nd  Foes  and  Messrs.  Lackington^  Harding,  and  Ck>.  The  Collection 

!  of  Mr.  Kerr  may  be  obtained  for  about  7a.  6(1  a  volume^  in  boards: 

J  sec  the  last  mentioned  Catalogue,  no.  3758. 
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CIRCUMNAVIGATIONS. 

It  should  seem  that  the  next  natural  step,  in  this 
department  of  bibliography,  was^  to  present  the  reader 
with  a  few  of  the  more  popular  works  which  describe 
the  Circumnavigations  of  the  Globe ;  that  is  to  say, 
with  the  discoveries  of  those  Navigators  who  have 
visited,  the  different  quarters  of  the  world.  And  here, 
the  reader's  recollection  will  almost  immediately  fur- 
nish him  with  the  illustrious  names  of  Drake,  Dam- 
pier,  Anson,  Cook,  and  Vancouver — among  his  own 
countrymen :  Carreri  among  the  Italians ;  and  Pe- 
rouse^  D'Entrecasteaux,  and  Marchand  among  the 
French.  A  sum,  hardly  exceeding  fifty  sovereigns, 
will  place  good  copies  of  all  these  circumnavigations 
on  the  shelf  of  the  unfastidious  Collector. 

* 

The  earliest  book  relating  to  the  exploits  of  Sir 
Francis  Drakk,  appeared  in  1587  ;  and  the  latest,  in 
1653.^  The  text  of  these  impressions  will  be  found 
reprinted  in  the  Collections  of  Vojrages  by  Osburn  and 
Callander.  Honest  Will  Dampier  is  entitled  to 
every  praise :  if  not  for  the  extent  and  importance,  at 

*  The  first  book^  was  that  which  described  his  Serviceg  performed 
against  Cales;  15879  4to. :  the  second,  '^  a  summary  and  true  Dis" 
course  of  his  West  India  Voyage;*'  15{^9>  4to.  Latin  editions  had 
appeared  the  preceding  year*  His  ''  life  and  death,"'  was  published 
at  Oxford  in  1696^  8vo.  A  work  called  ''  Sir  Francis  Drake  revived,'* 
appeared  in  16^6,  4to.  :  and  again>  in  1653,  4 to.  or  '^  A  true  rela- 
tiion  ofMsfoure  voyages  to  the  West  Indies'*  I  find  a  fine  copy  of 
this  latter  work,  with  a  portrait  of  Drake,  selling  for  4^  4«.  at  the 
sale  of  the  Stanley  Library.  The  earlier  pieces  are  not  rare )  and 
may  be  worth  about  U.  Is.  each. 
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least  for  the  accuracy  and  interest,  of  his  discoveries ; 
and  it  is  gratifjring  to  have  to  record  that  a  more 
spirited  and  impartial  estimate  of  the  value  of  his 
travels  is  no  where  to  be  found,  than  in  the  recent 
edition  of  the  Biographie  Universelle  Ancienne  et  Mo^ 
deme.^  The  fruits  of  his  navigations  lie  within  s 
narrow  and  reasonable  compass,  and  some  four  or  five 
octavo  volumes  furnish  us  ^th  all  that  has  survived 
of  his  labours.  Had  his  auto-biography  been  extant, 
I  can  conceive  nothing  more  original  and  amusing 
than  it  would  have  been.  His  integrity,  hardihood, 
and  simplicity  were  equally  conspicuous  throughout 
all  his  transactions. 

The  name  of  Amson  is  entitled  to  more  general  re- 
spect.   This  enterprising  Navigator,  who  afterwards 

.  *  '*  However  this  may  be,  aU  hii  defects  ongiit  to  be  oferlooked 
by  postcirity  from  the  fruits  to  be  gathered  by  the  perusal  of  hit  first 
voyages.  They  contain  descriptions,  made  by  a  inan*  gifted  with 
the  most  accurate  coup-d'oeil^  the  most  delicate  tact^  and  with  an 
exquisite  judgment.  An  air  of  truth,  a  precision^  and  yet  rapidity  of 
style,  which  charms  the  reader,  reign  throughout  the  whole  ofthese 
descriptions.  •  •  His  treatise  upon  winds,  tides^  and  currents^  is 
among  tlie  best  works  of  the  kind :  facts  only  are  staled,  but  they  are 
arranged  and  methodised  with  surprising  ability.*'  Edit.  1S13»  vol. 
X.  p.  479.  His  "  Account  of  a  New  Voyage  round  the  World"  was 
published  in  1697,  8vo.  3  vols,  with  maps  and  cuts:  again  in  1699, 
and  1703, 8vo.  3  vols.  His  *'  Voyage  to  New  Holland'*  appeared  in 
I78I,  &c.  the  whole  being  not  only  reprinted  in  separate  fbrms^  but 
reprinted  collectively,  in  Callander's  Voyages.  The  embellishments 
in  Dampier's  Voyages  must  not  be  criticised :  the  text  redeems  a 
multitude  of  graphic  sins.  At  the  sale  of  the  Merly  Library,  a  copy 
of  Dampier's  Voyages  17^9,  8vo.  4  vols,  was  sold  for  2Z,  Is.  I  sus- 
pect that  the  earlier  editions  of  Dampier  are  getting  scarce  j  as  I  find 
ao  :C0|)ies  of  them  in  the  catalogues  t  of  our  principal  bopksellersi 
BinkettfmXCollection,  vol.  xi.)  has. reprinted. bis  New».HoU5]|d;a0d 
id!bbntof  the  Philippine!  Islands.  •  -<     ,■ -^-^^^..^  t-.ai  t:^iirK 
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rose  to  the  highest  booours.of  his. profession,  made  a 
sort  oijighting  and  capturing  voyage  round  the  world« 
He  was  the  veriest  buUrdog  of  all  circumnavigators : 
loving  nothing  better  than  toagh  contests  by.  sea  and 
by  land.  A  Spanish  galleon  or  an  hostile  town  was 
equally  an  object  of  attack ;  and  he  returned  from  hia 
three  years  and  nine  months  absence  from  his  native 
country,  laden  with  more  spoils  and  wealth  than  it 
had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  individual  to  bring  home. 
Considering  what  he  saw  and  what  he  accomplished^ 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  are  not  in  possession  of  a 
more  perfect  record  of  his  a.chievements.  It  is  also  to 
be  regretted  that  Dr.  Johnson  has  not  written. a  Life 
of  Anson  as  a  companion  to  that  of  Drake,  (which  is 
among  his  minor  and  more  simply  written  pieces  of 
biography)  and  which  should  be  read  by  every  man 
curious  in  the  annals  of  marine  adventure.  Let  tne 
inform  both  the  young  and  the  old,  that  veiy  little 
more  than  a  sovereign  will  place  Anson's  quarto  vo- 
lume upon  their  shelves.  It  was  first  published  in 
1748  ;  and  considering  the  noble  navigator  to  have 
been  '^  alive  and  hearty**  at  the  period  of  its  publica- 
tion— himself  not  dying  till  1762 — it  is  surprising  how 
he  could  have  permitted  so  unworthy  a  production  to 
have  seen  the  light.  * 

*  '*  Unworthy*'  in  eyery  respect  is  the  volume  which  records  the 
achieyexnents  of  the  intrepid  Anson.t  It  was  published  in  4to.  in 
1748,  but  there  are  titles  with  the  date  of  1749.  The  Frendi 
Biographical  Dictionary  (vol.  ii.  p.  24o)  assigns  incorrectly  the  date 


t  Lord  Anson  wms  one  of  the  plainest  and  bluntest  of  mankind.  He  bad  stadtod 
UtUe,  and  cared  less  for,  tbe  rules  of  poHsbed  society  :  and  thongb  be  was  Ftait 
Lord  of  tbe  Admiralty,  and  Admiral  ia  Cblef  of  the  Flect,it  was  said  of  Was— thai 
«*  b#  bad  been  roMMl  tbe  wofid  but  never  <ii  tt.*^  The  Freneh  have  properiy  f»? 
•ordsdtbls  taMdot^)  **  tt  airait  fait  le  tow  dn  rnondt,  «l  tt  b>  <t^iaai#|| 
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B VRON  followed  Ani^on.  Itideed  he  was  a  CM>nipam0a 
(though  a  young  one)  of  his  voyage  :  and  although 
the  public  scarcely  recollect  any  thing  of  his  adveir- 
tnres/  it  should  be  remembered  that  hb  w^B  the  man 
who  more  particularly  stimulated  Cook  to  his  unci 
vailed  discoveries.  At  the  name  of  this  latter,  great 
circumnavigator,  there  is  not  a  British  heart  but  what 

of  1746.  The  author  of  the  text  was  either  a  Mr.  Robina  or  a  Mr. 
Walter ;  let  Mr.  Chalmers's  untwistii^g  of  this  knot  satisfy  the  curious. 
Biogr,  Dkt,  vol.  il.  p.  228.  The  platbs  are  in  truth  barbarously 
bad.  Look  (inter  alias)  at  the  view  of  the ''  Streight  Le  Moire,**  &c. 
p.  74  :  the  ships  look  like  black  spiders.  But  more  appallingly  t^r* 
rific  is  the  burning  of  the  town  of  Payta,  on  the  coast  of  Santa  Fee': 
p.  601,—^''  a  whole  town  on  fire  at  onoe>  especially  a  place  that  burnt 
with  such  facility  and  violence^  b(9ing  a  veiy  singular  spectacle.  Mr. 
Brett  [Lord  Anson's  second  Lieutenan,  and  to  whom  he  confided  the 
attack  on  the  town]  had  the  curiosity  to  dehneate  its  appearance^ 
together  with  that  of  the  ships  in  the  harbour,  which  may  be  seen  in 
tfa^  annexed  plate."  It  may  indeed :  but  if  the  reader  were  not  thus  in- 
structed by  the  text,  he  might  misconceive  the  burning  of  this  town 
for—  any  thing  but  what  it  was  really  intended  to  be.  It  is  the  consum- 
mation of  barbarous  art :  the  work  of  a  seven  months  apprentice.  All 
the  copies  of  this  bookj  which  I  have  seen^  lode  like  laige  paper :  but 
1  believe  there  is  only  one  size.  Upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  conscienti- 
ously advise  the  giving  of  niore  than  a  sovereign  for  Anson's  circum- 
navigatory  labours ;  and  note — they  are  reprinted  in  the  Collections  of 
Callander  and  others.  To  read  the  text  without  the  plates  must  be 
a  comfort.  An  excellent  account  of  the  Voyages  of  Anson  and 
Bykon  appeared  in  the  xxth  number  of  the  Retrospective  Review. 

♦  They  form  the  fik«t  part  of  the  Collection  of  Voyages  by  Dr. 
^Hawkesworth,  1778,  4to.  3  vols. :  and  will  richly  reward  a  seduloQs 
^rusal. 

entr^**)  A  curions  anecdote,  not  altogether  unbibliographical,  belongs  to  Anson's 
Voyage  round  the  World.  Mordaant  Cracherodc,  the  father  of  the  Rev.  C.  M. 
Cracherode,  of  celebrated  book-famb,  went  out  to  make  his  fortune,  as  a  Coos- 
mander  of  the  Marines,  in  Anson's  ship.  He  returned,  in  consequence  of  his 
■hare  of  price  money,  a  wealthy  man.  Hence  the  property  of  his  son— iiid  heace 
the  Bihtiaihtca  CratAftodimna,  in  the  British  Museum. 
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alternately  glows  with  transport  and  melts  with  pHy* 
The  spirit^  disinterestedness,  penetration,  physical  and 
intellectual  energies,  of  Captain  James  Cook,  fitted 
liim  in  an  especial  manner  for  the  various  and  extra*» 
ordinary  discoveries  which  he  so  successfully  aceom* 
plished ;  and  to  which,  alas  I  he  fell  a  victim  and  a 
saciifice.  Never  were  such  labours  closed  by  such  .a 
tragical  catastrophe  :  and  if  the  eulogies  of  the  good 
and  wise,  of  all  countries,  be  grateful  to  departed  spi- 
rits, surely  there  is  no  spirit  which  can  be  soothed  with 
purer  attestations  of  worth,  and  higher  acknowledg- 
ments of  excellence,  than  that  of  this  unparalleled 
and  most  unfortunate  commander.  The  publications 
(in  the  order  in  which  they  appeared)  that  record  his 
discoveries,  are  stated  in  the  subjoined  note.*  To  the 

^  Let  me  be  aUowed,  in  the  first  plade^  to  make  mention  of  the 
eulogies  bestowed  on  Cook  by  the  '^  wise  and  the  good/*  Biogfaphies 
are  easily  referred  to :  but  the  testimonies  of  competent  judges  may 
not  be  so  much  within  the  immediate  consultation  of  the  reader. 
The  judgment  of  Pbrousb  is  referred  to  by  the  editors  of  his  Voyage 
autour  du  Monde,  ''Equitable  et  modeste  autant  qu*^claii^,  on 
verra  avec  quel  respect  il  parlait  de  l*immortel  Cook."  And  Mar- 
chand^  in  a  similar  voyage  printed  in  1798^  (of  which  by  and  by)  calk 
our  maritime  hero  ''  Navigateur  le  plus  experiments^  le  plus  infati- 
gable,  qu*ayent  vu  les  deux  Oceans."  Vol.  i.  p.  Ixxiij.  And  now  for 
the  publications  of  the  discoveries  of  this  great  circumnavigator. 

It  is  usual  to  begin  with  his  Jirst  voyage,  as  published  by  Dr« 
Hawkesworth,  in  conjunction  with  the  voyages  of  Byron,  WalUs, 
and  Carteret:  in  1773,  4to.  3  vols.  Captain  Cook  himself,  pub- 
lished his  Second  Voyage  towards  the  South  Pole  and  round  tbe 
World,  in  1777,  4to.  2  vols,  and  in  1785^  (after  his  death)  appeared 
his  third  voyage— to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  comprehending  its  conclusion 
by  Captain  King.  The  assassination  of  Captain  Cook  took  place  la 
the  Sandwich  Islands  in  February  1779.  The  literary  part,  or  the 
arrangement  and  composition  of  the  text,  was  the  performance  of 
Dr.  Douglas,  the  late  celebrated  Bishop  of  Salisbury ;  and  the  plates 
were  under  the  especial' management  of  the  late  Sir  Joseph 'Banks. 


Wft      r  VOYAGES  AND  TBAVELS.  /  (Oooom- 

^lumes  of  Cook,  add  those  of  Captain  Oeorgh  Van- 
couvBR ;  containing  a  Voyage  of  Discovery 'to  the 

i 

Prefixed  to  the  tliird  yoya^>  of  which  the  text  is  remarkable  for  its 

plain  and  perspicuous  style,  the  Bishop  has  given  an  introduction 
containing  the  substance  of  the  two  preceding  voyages.  The  platks 
are  necessarily  a  very  material  object  to  be  attended  to  in  the  par« 
.ichase  of  a  good  copy  of  these  three  voyages.  On  looking  throngih 
them^  one  discovers  the  names  of  engravers  justly  eminent  in  their 
day ;  such  as  Pouncey,  Lerpiniere,  Hall^  Caldwall,  Sherwin^  Byme> 
Woolletj  Basire  and  Bartolozzi.  The  drawings  of  the  first  voyages 
were  by  William  Hodges ;  an  artist  of  acknowledged  eminence  in  his 
department,  and  those  of  the  third  were  from  the  accurate  pencil  of 
Webber,  on  the  spot,  and  under  the  eye  of  the  g^reat  Circomnavi- 
gator.  To  say  that  these  plates  are  always,  and  in  every  respect, 
worthy  of  the  reputation  of  the  engravers,  would  be  to  advance  a 
very  inaccurate  position.  Both  in  the  first  and  second  vojages, 
there  are  great  and  palpable  inequalities.  A  few  copies  of  the 
second  voyage  have  proof  impressions  of  the  plates  struck  off  on 
a  large  folio  or  atlas  size,  which  are  now  become  very  rare.  The 
.plates  of  the  third  voyage,  executed  under  the  superintendaoce  of 
'Sir  Joseph  Banks,  have  much  greater  pretensions  to  general  com- 
mendation 3  but  many  specimens  of  birds  and  fruits^  in  the  second 
voyage,  can  hardly  be  excelled ;  and  the  burin  of  Record,  in  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  &c.  and  weapons  of  attack  and  defence^  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired. 

But  it  is  after  the  graphic  embellishments  of  the  third  vojBge,  that 
the  purchaser  must  more  particularly  look.  This  publication  was 
conducted  by  Messrs.  G.  Nicol  and  Cadell ;  and  such  was  the  care 
and  attention  paid  to  the  delivery  of  copies,  in  the  exact  order  in 
which  they  were  subscribed  for,  that  the  hundredth  or  the  first  thou- 
sandth subscriber  .had  precisely  his  hundredth  or  first  thousandth 
'  copy.  The  sale  of  the  work  was  equal  to  the  celebrity  of  the 
Circumnavigator ;  whose  horrible  death  had  excited  an  intense  and 
general  interest.  Not  fewer  than  4000  copies  of  these  three  4to. 
volumes,  with  a  magnificent  Atlas  folio  of  plates,  were  sold  during 
the  first  year  of  the  publication.  A  few  of  the  first  impressions  of 
the  plates  are  yet  to  be  found  amoog  the  stores  of  Mr.  Nicol.  The 
work  was  twice  or  thrice  reprinted  j  but  a  book-connoisseur  of 
oorred  tact  must  seek'  for  the  first  impressions  of  the  pbtee.of  the 
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North  Pacific  Ocean  and  round  the  World i^  per- 
formed between  the  years  1790  and  1795,  and  pub- 
lished in  1798,  4to.  3  vols,  with  a  folio  volume  or 
charts  and  maps.  A  good  copy  of  these  four  volumes 
may  be  worth  5/.  15^.  Qd. 

I  pass  slightly  over  the  circumnavigations  of  Oa« 
DONEs  DE  CsvALLOs^and  Gemelli  CARRBRi,'i*'to  make 

edition  of  1785^  with  the  second  or  third  edition  of  the  letter  press; 
inasmuch  as  these  latter  editions  were  better  printed.  It  may  be 
now>  therefore,  high  time  to  talk  about  the  prices  of  these  several 
works.  I  find  a  copy  of  the  third  Voyage,  *'  with  the  Atlas  plates 
firom  the  Jirst  edition.,  and  the  usually  added  plate  of  Cook's  death, 
engraved  by  Bartolozzi/*  marked  at  10 J.  105.  in  the  catalogue  of 
Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss :  and  of  the  second  Voyage  of  1777>  ;there  is 
a  neat  copy,  with  good  impressions  of  the  plates,  marked  at  bl,  15f .  ed» 
another  copy  of  the  second  voyage,  in  boards,  is  marked  at  6/.  6f . 
Messrs.  Land  A.  Arch  mark  the  complete  set  in  eight  volumes, 
including  Dr.  Hawkesworth's  Collection,  at  24/. :  another  copy, 
half  bound,  at  17/-  17t'  and  the  first  edition  of  the  South  Pole  voyage, 
in  boards,  ''  with  the  plates  printed  upon  folio  paper,  before  the 
numbers  were  inserted'*  at  12/.  Vis,  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co. 
have  most  judiciously  reprinted  the  whole  of  Cook's  Voyages,  with 
plates,  in  7  volumes  8vo.  at  the  reasonable  price  of  3/.  13^.  6d. 

With  the  Voyages  of  Cook,  is  usually  collected  that  of  Geoige 
Forster  round  the  World,  in  Cook's  ship,  which  relates  to  physical 
and  ethical  observations.  Geography,  and  Natural  History ).  Lone/. 
1777,  4to.  2  vols.  Consult  the  Bibl.  Heath,  n®.  2814,  and  n°..2816 
for  a  picked  copy  of  Cook's  third  voyage.  To  to  these,  add  Kippis's 
Life  and  Death  of  Captain  Cook,  17S8.  4to.  Brunet,  (voL  i.  page 
455)  will  supply  a  few  other  particulars,  with  French  versions  of 
Hawkesworth  and  Cook.  Upon  the  whole,  choice  copies  of  all 
these  quarto  tomes  are  proud  features  in  the  library  of  ant  Collector. 

*  The  voyage  of  Pedro  Ordones  de  Cevallos  was  published  at  Ma- 
drid in  1614, 4to. :  but  the  circumnav]gatoryvo3rageof  AmtonioPioa* 
pBTTA,  published  in  Milan  nearly  a  century  before  (namely,  in  1517, 
4to.)  should  not  be  omitted.  Mr.  Pinkerton,  in  bis  list  of  yoyagts 
and  travels,  voL  xviu  p.  252,  makes  this  first  editipnof  Pigaletia, 
errofieously,  of  the  date  of  1556.    At  the  sale^f  Cotonel  Slanfejr's 
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room  for  the  mention  of  the  more  important  maritime 
discoyeries  of  the  Erbnoh  School  ;  and  therein  more 
especially  of  the  laiilented  P^rouse,  and  the  laudable 
but  unBuccessfhl  labours^  in  pursuit  of  him,  by  LabiU 
lardiere  and  D'Entrecasteaux.  The  work  of  Prroubb, 
with  a  portrait  of  that  intrepid  commander  prefixed, 
appeared  at  Paris  in  1 797,  in  four  quarto  volumes.^ 

library^  an  edition  of  1536^  4to*  purporting  to  be  the  firsts  was.pur* 
chased  by  Mr.  Heber  for  17^.  17^-  It  was  reprinted  by  Amoretti  at 
fiiilan,  in  1800,  4to;  and  Again  in  1805  :  and  in  the  French  latnguage 
in  1811>'8vo.  It -should  be  refntimbered  that  this  voyage  is  also  the 
odeboated  voyage  of  Ferdinaiidb  Magellan,  from  whom  the  stieightft; 
so  called,  derive  their  name :  and  it  should  be  also  xemembefed  IbAt 
Antonio  Pigafetta  must  be  distinguished  from  his  descendant  Filippo, 
who66  ^'  Relatione  del  reatne  dt  Congo  e  deUe  circoninci$ie  conirade,'* 
W^^^ublished  at  Rome  in  1591>  4to.  and  translated  into  the  Latin 
Umgaage  acs  a  portion  of  the  Petits  Voyages  of  De  Bry.  It  was  also 
translated  into  English  and  published  by  John  Wolfe  in  1597^  4to.> 
with  the  plates  copied  from  I>e  Bry's :  and  I  find  Mr.  Heber  giving 
BL  49.  for  a  copy  of  this  latter  work  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Towneley's 
library.  A  copy  at  the  sale  of  the  White  Knights  library  brought 
dbont  half  the  sum. 

Carrbri*8  circumnavigation  was  published  at  Naples^  in  1699,  in 
7  vols.  8vo.  with  cuts  :  and  translated  into  French  by  Le  Noble,  and 
published  in  1719>  in  6  vols.  12ma  But  consult  the  exceUent  ac- 
count of  Gemelli  Carreri  to  be  found  in  the  Bu^aphie  UniverseUe,  &c. 
vol.  xvii.  p.  49. 

*  I  will  be  brief  in  the  notice  of  the  works  of  the  above  Naviga- 
tors, because  they  are  well  known,  and  are  of  every  day's  purchase. 
Voyage  de  la  Pirouse  autour  du  Monde,  Paris,  1797,  4to.  4  vols. 
The  miniature  prefixed  is  from  a  painting  of  Tardieu,  and  looks  like  a 
strong  resemblance.  Relation  du  Voyage  d  la  Recherche  de  la  P6r 
rouse,  1791-2 :  Par  le  C«>.  LabiUardiere.  Paris,  An.  VIII.  (1800) 
4to.  9  vols.  Voyage  de  D^Entrecasteaux,  envoyi  H  la  recherche  de  (a 
Pirouse.  A  Paris,  1808,  4to.  2  vols.  No  mention  of  Labillardjy^^ 
is  made  in  the  preface ;  but  on  the  death  of  D'Entrecasteaux  (p.  xi.) 
Auribeau  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  A  year  or  two  befof^ 
however,  appeared  ''  Voyage  autour  du  Monde  pendant  Us.  anrnfe^f!' 
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That  of  the  Citizen  Labillardiere,  Ib  2  <{«arto  volumes^ 
1800 ;  and  the  more  important  one  of  D*£ntrbcab4 
TBAUX  in  1808,  4to.  2  vols.*  These  voiames  are  alH 
handsomely  printed,  and  the  last  work  is  enriched 
with  many  plates  of  coasts,  headlands,  and  soundings, 
&c.  They  are  alike  destitute  of  picturesque  embellish^ 
ments.  I  m%ht  perhaps  have  made  mention  of  the 
circumnavigatory  labours  of  Krusenstern,  printed  in 
the  German  language,  in  1810,  in  3  quarto  volumes^ 
with  an  Atlas  folio ;  but  as  I  have  omitted  the  names 
of  TurnbuU,  Dixon,  and  Portlock,  (minor  chrcumnavi^ 
gators)  of  my  own  country,  there  is  the  lesls  necessitjr 
to  expatiate  on  the  discoveries  of  other  foreigners.  It 
may,  be  as  well  to  state,  that  an  English  Fersion  of 
Krusenstern,  by  Richard  Belgrave  Hopner,  Esq.  was 
published  in  1813,  in  2  volumes,  quarto.  The  Collec^ 
tion  of  Voyages  in  the  South  Sea,  from  its  first  dis- 
covery by  Europeans,  until  the  commencement  of  the 
Reign  of  George  the  Third,  by  the  late  Admiral 
BuRNEY, ,  should,  however,  be  added  to  this  list. 
Every  thing  and  every  body,  connected  with  the 
illustrious  Cook,  merits  something  like  a  distinct 
notice  ;  and  therefore  I  am  unwilling  that  the  recent 
performance  of  Admiral  Bumey,  who  was  Captain 
Cook's  First  Lieutenant,  should  be  dismissed  virithout 
a  specification  of  the  leading  features  of  his  work. 

1790-1-2,  par  Etibnne  Marchand.  Par  C.  P.  Claret  Fleurieu. 
Paris,  An.  vi.  The  introduction  is  exceedingly  interesting  3  and  in 
the  summary  of  Circumnavigators,  honourable  mention  is  made  (as 
noticed  in  a  preceding  note)  of  the  labours  of  Cook.  Let  me  only 
further  observe,  that  beautiful  copies  of  all  these  French  publications, 
bound  in  russia,  are  found  at  Althorp. 

*  I  refier  the  reader  to  Pinkerton's  list  for  the  present  omissions, 
which  are  few  indeed  in  number  -,  and  defective  in  no  respect  in  the 
importance  of  the  books  omitted. 
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The  general  title  is  thus:  A  Chronohgical  JSistory  of 
the  Discoveries  in  the  SotUh  Sea  or  Paeijic,  Ocean, 
from  the  Earliest  Discovery  of  that  Sea  hy  Europe* 
ans ;  comprehending  all  the  Voyages  in  the  South 
Sea^.to  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  hisja^ 
Majesty^  and  previous  to  the  Voyages  in  HawHef- 
worth*s  Collection,  which  follows  without  any  chasmi 
as  an  immediate  sequel ;  including  also  a  Histoirj  of 
the  Buccaneers  of  America,  with  39  maps,  charts,  &c, 
in  5  vols.  4to.  price  4/.  4s.  in  boards.  A  very  few 
copjies  are  printed  on  fine  paper.  This  work,  says  t]m 
Quarterly  Review,'^*'  ^^  displays  a  rare  union  of  nautical 
and  literary  research,  and  the  liberal  spirit  which  it 
breathes,  Js^  honourable  to  the  Author's .  profession 
And  his  country.'* 

*  Quarterly  Review,  vol,  xvii.  p,  I. 


[m] 


A  SI  A. 

Having  given  a  pretty  full  acconnt  of  Collections 
of  Voyages,  and  of  Circumnavigations  of  the  Globd^ 
I  proceed  to  lay  before  my  readers,  both  "  young**  and 
"  old,"  a  sketch  of  a  few  of  the  more  important  voya- 
ges and  travels  which  relate  to  the  most  ancient,  and^ 
with  the  exception  of  America,  the  largest  quarter  of 
the  World:  to  those  regions,  once  the  scene  of  an 
earthly  paradise, 

**  where  Grod  or  angel  guest. 
With  Man,  as  with  his  friend  familiar,  used 
To  at  indulgent,  and  with  him  partake 
Rural  repast** 

Of  course  I  allude  to  Asia.  Dismissing,  in  the  brief- 
est possible  manner,  what  hath  been  written  upon 
this  country  by  Herodotus,  Arrian,  Ptolemy,  and 
others  of  the  ancient  school,  including  the  Minor 
Greek  Geographers*  I  commence  with  the  notices 

*  The  notices  of  Asia  by  Herodotus^  and  more  especially  the  me- 
morable  voyage  of  Nearchus,  (rendered  familiar  to  British  readers  by 
the  version  and  edition  of  Arrian  by  the  late  Dr.  Vincent^  and  by  the 
Doctor's  own  account  of  the  voyage  and  Periplus  of  the  Erythrsean 
Sea)  need  scarcely  be  dwelt  upon.  Ptolemy's  map  of  Asia  is  repub- 
lished by  Mr.  Murray  (vol.  i.  page  448)  in  his  Historical  Account  of 
Discoveries  and  Travels  in  Asia^  1890,  octavo,  three  vob. — a  work, 
before  (page  379)  especiaUy  commended,  and  to  which,  as  will  be 
obvious,  I  shall  have  such  frequent  occasion  to  refer.  In  regard  to 
the  information  incidental  to  India,  to  be  found  in  the  ancient  minor 
Greek  Geographers,  edited  in  4  vols.  8vo.  by  Hudson,  in  1698, 1 
cannot  venture  upon  rec  xmending  the  reader— unless  his  purse  be 
well  garnished  with  pistoles — to  purchase  these  rare  and  high-priced 
tomes.    He  will  be  pleased  to  read  what  is  said  of  them  in  my 
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6£  Tudela,  Marco  Polo^  and  Mandeville.  Benjamin, 
the  son  of  Jonas  of  Tudela,  a  Spanish  Jew^  was  among 
tlie  earliest  of  Asiatic  Travellers  in  the  middle  ages. 
His  woik,  which  is  rather  curious  than  valuable^  has 
been  translated  into  the  English,  French^  and  other 
languages.*  Marco  Polo^  although  greatly  surpassed 
hj  subsequent  travellers  in  the  extent,  variety,  and 
importance  of  the  information  imparted,  is  neverthe- 

Intrad.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  ii.  p.  439>  and  to  unite  in  the  wish  of  Toiip> 
that  the  University  of  Oxford  (now  so  laudably  smittea  with  a  pas- 
sion for  reprinting)  would  republish^  with  such  additions  and  correct 
tions  as  recent  researches  have  brought  to  lights  these  intrinsically 
valuable  volumes.  Upon  i.abo£  papsb — ^but  why  am  I  about  to  run 
riot }  Only  this  much  be  conceded  to  me :  to  mention  a  remarka- 
bly fine  copy  of  the  first  two  volumes^  in  original  calf  binding,  in  the 
Pepysian  library  at  Cambridge.  I  have  seen  fine  and  perfect  copies 
on  large  paper  in  the  Luton  and  Althorp  Collections ;  among  the 
''  lock  up'*  rarities  in  Christ  Church  Library^  Oxford;  in  Cleveland 
Square;  in  Fbrtland  Place;  but  is  not  all  this  running  sxcsbd- 
INOLY  riot  ?  It  is :  it  is :  and  I  desist.    Let  me  however  earnestly 

.  entreat  and  exhort  Messrs.  Elmsley  and  Gaisford  to  take  heed  to  the 
republication  of  the  Minor  Greek  Geographers,  first  edited  by 
Joseph  Hudson. 

*  The  FIRST  EDITION  of  Tudcla's  text  was  by  Montanus>  who 
translated  it  from  the  original  Hebrew,  and  published  in  the  office  of 
Plantin,  1 575,  8vo :  but  a  better  version  appeared  by  Constantine 
Lempereur  ab  Oppyck,  a  professor  of  theology  at  Leyden;  who 
brought  it  out  in  an  elegant  form  at  the  Elzevir  press,  in  1633> 

.  12mo. :  a  copy  of  which  was  sold  for  7s,  6d,  at  the  sale  of  Dr. 
Heath's  library,  and  for  1^  ISs,  in  black  morocco,  at  that  of  Colonel 
Stanley's  library.  Both  editions  contain  the  original  Hebrew.  An 
English  version  appeared  in  1783,  8vo. :  and  a  better  French  one 
was  published  by  Barathier  at  Amst.  in  1784,  2  vols.  12mo.  But  it 
is  in  a  yet  better  form  among  the  French  versions  of  old  travels,  in 
the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  16th  centuries,  published  by  Pierre  Berge- 
ron in  1735, 4to.  2  vols.  Consult  Pinkerton,  vol.  xvii.  p.  126 ;  who 
is  here  comparatively  communicative. 
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lesaoDe  of  the  most  authentic  and  valuable  of  the 
middle  age  writers  of  travels?  and^  luckily  for  Eog- 
lishmeBi  tbis  country  'can  boast  of  the  most  correct^ 
-full,  and  satisfsu^tory  version  and  edition  of  his  labours 
extant.  I  allude  to  the  masterly  publication^  in  a 
quarto  form,  which  has  been  recently  put  forth  by 
Mr.  Marsden  ;*  and  my  obligations  to  which  have 
been  already  declared  in  a  public  manner.  The  arr 
dent  and  the  curious  Sibliomaniac  will  doubtless 
revel  in  the  possession  (should  he  be  ever  able  to  pos- 
sess it)  of  the  first  printed  text  of  Polo's  travels  in  the 
German  language^— but  the  sober-minded  and  dispas* 

*  "  Mr.  Marsden^  in  his  recent  very  learned  edition  (1818^  4to.)  of 
these  travels^  has  collected  and  placed  in  the  clearest  light  all  the 
evidences  of  their  authenticity^  drawn  both  from  ancient  and  modem 
sources.  His  labours  have  smoothed  the  task^  which  would  other- 
wise have  been  difficult,  of  analyzing  the  description  given  by  Marco 
of  the  eastern  world/*  Murray;  vol.  i.  p.  161.  The  reader  shoidd 
know  that  Marco  Polo  was  a  Venetian — son  of  Maffeoj  and  nephew 
of  Nicolo,  Polo — both  of  whom  undertook  the  first  voyage  to  the 
countries  in  question^  and  both  of  whom  were  eclipsed  by  the  enter- 
prise and  energies  of  Marco.  Mr.  Marsden's  book  {2L  I2s,  6d.) 
should  be  in  every  professed  collection  of  Voyages  and  Travels. 

t  The  curious  reader  may  see  a  fuU  and  particular  account  of  this 
first  German  impression  in  the  ^des  jiUhotpiatut,  vol.  ii.  p.  176^ 
together  with  a  feic-simile  of  the  portrait  capriciously  introduced  as 
that  of  Marco  Polo  himself.  Mr.  Murray  has  inaccurately  dated  this 
edition  1471.  It  is  so  rare,  that  only  one  other  copy  of  it  is  known ; 
which  is  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna— and  Mr.  Marsden  had 
gone  a  considerable  way  through  his  labours^  before  he  was  pat  in 
^ssestion  of  a  transcript  of  the  Vienna  copy.  Lord  Spencer's  copy, 
in  every  respect  sound  and  desirable>  was  obtained  at  Munich^  by 
Mr.  John  Payne — when  he  sprung  a  mine,  at  that  place,  of  sevend 
very  mysterious  and  precious  tomes.  Polo's  travels  have  been  trans- 
lated into  Italian,  (1497)  French,  (1566)  and  Spanish,  1720.  An 
early  English  version  appeared  in  1579:  again  in  Purchas;  and 
latterly  in  Pinkcrton.  Messrs.  Arch  had  the  courage  to  give  3i.  13*.  6d. 
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sionate  Collector  will  embrace^  with  a  better- regulated 
fondnesfi,  the  intelli^ble  and  uneormpted  Fersion  of 
Marsden.  The  name  oC  Marsden  must  not  however 
be  dismissed^  without  the  mention  and  strong  recom- 
mendation of  his  History  of  the  Island  qfSumatra/m, 
one  quarto  volume,  of  which  the  third  and  latest  edi- 
tion is,  I  believe,  that  of  1810.  This  may  be  pro- 
nounced to  be  one  of  those  works,  as  nearly  approach- 
ing perfection  as  such  a  subject  is  capable. 

Sir  John  Mandevillb  is  our  next  most  ancient 
and  popular  Eastern  traveller.*  Whatever  may  be 
the  estimation  in  which  his  Work  is  held  abroad, 
there  are  certainly  good  proofs  of  its  having  been  long 
&vourably  received  at  home.  Lieaving  the  cabinets 
of  the  curious  in  quiet  possession  of  the  French  and 
Italian  impressions  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteen  centa- 
ries,  the  unambitious  Collector  may  rest  well  satisfied 
with  the  handsomely  printed  edition,  in  a  large  oc- 
tavo form,  of  the  date  of  1725 :  which  yet  however 
maintains  a  stiff  price.    It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 

for  the  Latin  version^  printed  in  1^7 1>  4 to.  at  the  sale  of  Colonel 
Stanley's  library  ;  and  10/.  105.  were  given  for  an  early  edition^  me 
ulld  noid,  in  the  same  language^  at  the  sale  of  the  White  Knights 
library. 

*  The  versions  of  Mandeville^  even  in  ms.^  must  have  been  nu- 
merous>  and  widely  scattered  abroad.  A  French  and  an  Italian  edi- 
tion appeared  in  1480^  nineteen  years  before  the  appearance  of  the 
legitimate  text  of  the  author^  in  the  English  language.  Brunei  cor- 
rectly notices  these  early  impVessions^  of  which  I  have  seen  a  copy  of 
the  Italian^  in  the  libraries  of  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Wilbraham — so 
rich  in  publications  of  this  character.  There  are  numerous  reim- 
pressions  of  each  in  the  xvth  century.  Lord  Spencer  has  the  Bo- 
logna edition  of  1492,  4  to.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough's  copy  of 
the  Bologna  edition  of  1497  was  sold  for  SZ. :  and  a  fine  copy  of  aa 
oM  Latin  edition,  sine  ulld  noid^  was  sold,  at  the  sale  of  his  Kbiraiyin 


AfiA.3  VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS.  4^^ 

that  there  are  copies  on  large  paper.  I  have  never 
seen  the  volume  but  of  one  size.  Shall  I  provoke  the 
smile,  or  the  frown  of  the  reader  by  the  mention  of 
the  name  of  Mbndbz  Pinto  ?  pronounced,  in  a  well 
known  comedy,  to  be  at  least  a  ^^  liar  of  the  second 
magnitude!"  Yet  time  has  caused  the  truth  to  be 
filtered  through  the  supposed  felsehood  of  this  text ; 
and,  bating  some  exceptions,  (rather  in  the  shape  of 
exaggeration  than  studied  fiction)  Hnto  may  be  ac- 
knowledged among  the  most  valuable  as  well  as  early 
of  the  Explorers  of  the  Southern  Coasts  of  Asia.  The 
precis  of  his  exploits,  by  Mr.  Murray,*  is  really  a  piece 
of  witchery  to  peruse. 

1819»  for  92.  9s.  Several  other  copies  were  in  the  same  collection. 
But  very  much  rarer  than  either  of  these — and  so  rare^  as  to  baffle 
aU  present  enquiries  to  identify  a  copy— is  the  firsts  hitherto  known^ 
English  Version^  put  forth  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  in  1499^  4ta  : 
of  which  a  particular  description  is  given>  together  with  some  ac- 
count of  Mandeville^  in  the  Ttfpog.  AnUq,  vol.  ii.  p.  84,  &c.  Where 
the  copy,  there  noticed,  now  reposes,  is  beyond  the  ken  of  the  au- 
thor of  this  work.  The  English  reprints,  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
are  said  by  Watt  and  Murray  to  be  of  the  dates  of  1503  and  1568  : 
in  the  seventeenth,  1684  :  and  in  the  eighteenth,  I  know  of  none  but 
those  of  1722,  1725,  and  1727-  Of  the  first  of  these,  which  has 
wretched  wood-cuts,  a  copy  was  sold  for  II.  9s,  at  the  itowueley 
sale:  of  the  second,f  a  copy  brought  3^  7s.  at  the  Stanley  sale,  and 
Si.  ISs,  at  Bindley's;  and  of  the  third,  Mr.  Payne  marks  a  copy, 
''  very  neat,'*  at  ^L  iU.  I  do  not  know  the  secret  history  of  the  edi- 
tion of  1725  selling  so  high. 

*  Historical  Account,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  234-261.  The  earliest  edition 
of  the  Peregrinacam  of  Mendez  Pinto,  in  the  original  Portuguese  lan- 
guage, is  that  of  1614,  Madrid,  folio :  and  if  a  very  fine  copy  of  the 
Valencia  reprint  in  1645,  folio,  produced  the  sum  of  32.  13f.at  the 

t  It  is  not  a  tittle  cmiouB  that  of  this  very  date,  a  work  should  appear  by  an  mi- 
thor  of  the  same  name,  called  *'  a  modest  defence  of  Public  Stews"— which  I  hi^ve 
heard  more  than  once,  resolutely  contended  for  as  the  work  of  our  worthy  knig|>|fc 
the  TraTcller ! ! !    See  other  MandenUes  in  Tliorpe's  Catalogue,  p.  ii.  no.  9U6. 

B  e 
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I  know  not,  bowerer^  if  this  sketch  of  the  earlier 
trayellers  into  Asia  be  complete,  without  some  men- 
tion, however  incidental,  of  the  voyage  of  F.  Ptrard^ 
who  is  classed  by  Pinkerton  (not  'always  the  soundest 
judge  to  appeal  to)  among  '^  the  most  accurate  and 
intelligent''  of  traveUers.  Pursuing  the  order  of  Mr. 
Murray,  in  his  three  delightful  volumes^  I  proceed  at 

sale  of  the  Stanley  library^  we  may  suppose  the  parent  text  to  be 
worth  5/.  5».  There  was  a  Madrid  reprint  of  1627.  The  Batch 
yersion  appeared  in  1653  :  the  French,  in  1605  5  the  German,  in 
1671 1  and  the  English,  in  1663 — rather  a  rare  book-'— and  again  in 
1693,  folio :  worth  about  12f .  6d, 

* '' — navigation  aux  Indes  Orientates,  aux  McUdwes,  Molacquei,  au 
Bresil,  &c.  Paris,  1615  or  1619>  Svo.  First  edition,  according  to 
Brunet  -,  but  Pinkerton  makes  it  1613.  Neither  seems  to  8peak.firom 
mitbority  j  though  both  unite  in  considering  the  edition  of  1679> 
4to.  as  the  best.  Huet  thought  that  Bergeron  was  the  author  of  the 
text,  from  the  oral  instructions  of  Pyrard :  consult  Brunet,  voL  iii.  p. 
174.  Be  this  as  it  may,  whoever  reads  the  notice  of  this  wwk  by 
Finkerton,f  {Coll,  of  Voyages,  vol.  xvii.  p.  163)  will  run  with  aU  hia 
might  and  main  to  secure  the  first  copy  of  it  that  turns  up.  And  yet, 
whoever  reads  the  veiy  interesting  account  of  the  author,  in  the  Bio^ 
graphic  Universelle,  1823,  vol.  xxxvi.  p.  348-50,  will  t>bserve  that 
Duval,  who  was  the  editor  of  tlie  edition  of  1679,  and  who  boasts  of 
having  done,  and  who  has  certainly  done,  much  towards  the  elucida^ 
tion  of  the  text,  has  unluckily  omitted  the  Focabulary  of  the  jkfakti- 
wm  language,  to  be  found  in  the  preceding  impressions  i  so  that  the 
purchaser  will  be  a  little  embarrassed  in  his  choice.  A  sort  of  Sylla* 
bus  of  the  worky  imder  the  title  of  Discours  du  Voyage,^*  &€•  ap>* 
peared  in  1611 ;  but  which  should  seem  to  be  hardly  worth  walking 
after.  

t  *'  Of  tlie  ancient  travellera  in  India,  Pyrard,  who  set  out  in  1600,  and  re- 
turned in  1611,  ifl  one  of  the  most  accurate  and  intelligent.  His  descriptioiis  are 
eaacise  and  neat,  and  his  accuracy  has  not  been  impeached.  The  acconnt  he  give* 
of  the  Maldivet  continues  the  best  we  hare,  and  that  of  Bengal,  Cochin,  TraTan* 
eon  and  Kalicut,  are  of  great  ralue.  His  remarks  on  Ceylon,  the  isles  of  Suilda 
and  the  Moluccas,  are  more  rapid,  but  those  on  the  Braziki.  though  short,  are  fidi 
ef  curious  matter."  But  oontnU  the  new  Biograpkie  DnilfeneUe  ^tncitime  el  Jl^ 
dernes  9M  above  refteed  to. 
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once  to  the  notice  of  the  laboars  of  the  Portuguese-^ 
the  Discoverers  of  India :  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
mention,  in  another  and  more  compressed  form^  th« 
travellers  who  are  introduced  by  him  to^rds  the  end 
of  his  first  volume. 

At  the  very  sound  of  Portuguese  enterprise,  th^ 
name  of  Vasco  de  Gam  a  rushes  upon  our  ear  with  ft 
fond  and  enthusiastic  sensation:  and  leaving  th6 
lovers  of  poetry  to  read  the  achievements  of  that  great 
and  dauntless  navigator  in  the  mellifluent  numbers  of 
Camoens,*  I  shall  gently  lead  them  to  the  more  sober 
details  of  his  exploits,  to  be  found  in  the  Decads  of 
Barros,  and  in  the  Asia  Portuguesa  of  Faria  dQ 
Sous  A,  and  other  similar  bodies  of  travels  !f    Meaa-i 

*  Will  "  the  young"  or  '^  the  old''  Collector  aspire  to  the  rarest 
and  most  splendid  edition  of  this  poet  which  has  ever  appeared^  and 
which  Is  described  in  tempting  detail  in  the  JEdes  Alihorpiarus,  vol.  i. 
p.  143-5  ?  At  this  moment,  I  know  not  whether  any  copy  of  it  hps 
been  sold  by  auction.  When  it  does^  will  thirty-six  guineas  enable 
GoTSCALEus  to  bccomc  its  purchaser  ? 

t  First  of  Barros.  As  Decadas  III  de  Asia  dos/citos  que  os  Portu; 
geses  fezerdog  8ic.  de  Joam  de  Barros,  printed  at  Lisbon^  in  1552-69» 
3  vols,  folio :  and  reprinted  in  1628t  ^^^  again  with  those  of  Couto^ 
or  the  4th  Decad^  in  1736^  3  vols. ;  and  again  from  1778  to  1788  ii^ 
24  duodecimo  volumes.  The  IVth  Decad  was  printed  in  1602 :  tbff 
Vth  in  1612  j  the  Vlth  and  Vllth  in  1614-16  :  the  VUIth,  IXt^, 
and  Xth  in  1673 :  aU  in  folio.  The  Xlth  Decad  is  in  MS.  and  so  i^ 
the  Xlllth  :  and  of  the  Xllth>  only  the  first  five  books  are  printed^ 
So  astonishingly  scarce  are  copies  of  this  work>  th^t  Mr.  Murray 
doubts  if  the  Vlllth^  IXth^  Xth,  and  Xlth  Decads  have  been  printed; 
but  there  is  a  printed  copy  of  the  Vlllth.  and  a  complete  bet  oi: 
THE  WBOLBj  iu  the  library  of  His  Majesty.  A  set  is  not  only  pTOf 
nounced  to  be ''  presque  introuvable'*  in  France,  by  Brunet — but  1^^ 
knows  of  no  catalogue  which  contains  a  copy  of  the  IXth  and  Xth^ 


t  A  copy  of  this  reprint  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  the  library  of  Don  I.  Antonio 
Conde  for  12/.  • 
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while^  the  analysis  of  Mr.  Murray,  (vol.  iii.  p.  43-^6) 
cannot  fail  to  be  a  provoker  of  the  appetite  for  a  more 
abundant  intellectual  meal.  Among  the  labours  of 
the  Portuguese  Missionaries^  those  of  Guzman  are 
the  more  important;  and  if  the  result  of  EngUsh 
Embassies^  having  for  their  object  many  tixmgs  in 
common  with  those  of  the  Portuguese^  be  at  all  a 
topic  which  weighs  with  the  Collector  of  Travels^  let 
him  form  an  acquaintance  with  the  texts  of  Hawkins 
and  Rob.* 

We  have  now  reached  the  period^  when  it  behoves 
us  to  render  justice  to  the  spirit  of  discovery  and  of 

Decadfl.  The  likeliest  quarters  to  meet  with  another  such  a  copy, 
are  the  libraries  of  Lord  Holland^  and  Messrs.  Heber^  Frer^  and 
Soutfaey— and  where  they  are  sure  to  be  turned  to  good  account.  It 
may  be  remarked,  that  it  is  a  woik  of  extreme  difficulty  to  specify 
accurately. 

The  Asia  Portuguessa  of  Manubl  Faeia  de  Sousa*  published  in 
S  folio  volumes  at  Lisbon  in  1666,  with  many  curious  cuts,  is  also 
exceeding^ly  rare.  A  copy  of  it  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's 
library  for  91.  An  English  translation  appeared  in  1695,  Svo.  3  vols. 
eetBibL  Heath,  no.  8563;  aniBibLHarl  vol.  n.  nos.  11494, 11584. 
With  this  work,  should  be  united  the  Europa  Portuguessa  of  Emanuel 
Fkuia  de  Sousa,  published  in  1671,  folio,  8  vols,  of  which  an  extra 
bound  copy,  by  Walther,  was  sold  for  72*at  the  same  sale.  Tet  per- 
haps, of  more  importance  than  either,  is  the  account  of  the  Conquests 
of  the  Portuguese  in  India,  which  occupies  the  eight  folio  tomes  of 
Fbbkan  Lopez  db  Castanhbda,  and  which  was  printed  at  Coimbra 
in  1558-4.  Where  shall  we  expect  to  find  a  copy  of  this  curious 
work,  if  not  in  one  of  the  foregoing  libraries? 

*  The  work  of  Luiz  Guzman  is  that  of  a  Portuguese  Missionary, 
and  it  incorporates  an  account  of  China  and  of  Japan  as  well  as  of 
the  Bast  Indies.  It  was  published  at  Alcala  in  1601,  in  two  folio 
volumes,  and  has  become  rare  and  high  priced.  The  travels  of  Haw- 
Uns  and  Roe  are  found  in  the  first  volumes  of  the  Collections  of 
Purchas  and  Churchill.  Roe,  more  fully  in  the  latter :  and  again, 
separately,  in  1740. 
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enterprise  which  actuated  the  Frbngh  School  ;  and 
wherein  the  names  of  Bernier^  Tavernier^  Th^venot^ 
and  Chardin^  are  eminently  conspicuous.  The  nature 
of  this  worlc  forbidding  an  exemplified  notice  of  these 
labours  in  the  text,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sub* 
joined  note  for  the  best  editions*  of  the  pubIication9 
which  record  them.  Following  the  order  of  Mr.  Mur- 

*  First  of  Bbrnisb  ;  whose  work,  in  two  duodecimo  volumes, 
1679,  with  cuts— again  in  1785>  12me.  2  vols.— contains  one  of  the 
best  accounts  of  Hindoostan  that  has  ever  appeared ;  including  the 
first  good  account  of  Cashmeer  and  of  several  other  countriesi  '  So 
says  Finkerton :  but  consult  Murray,  vol.  iL  p.  183,  &c.  Tavbr- 
nier's  is  a  better  known,  and  more  common  work.  It  was  published 
in  the  French  language  at  Paris  in  1679,  1699,  and  at  Utrecht  1718» 
19mo.  3  vols,  with  cuts.  A  copy  of  the  latter  edition  was  sold  for 
21,  Si.  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library.  The  first  may  be  the  moit 
valuable,  on  account  of  the  sharpness  of  the  cuts ;  but  Brunet  fptw 
bids  the  purchase  of  any  edition  subsequent  to  the  date  of  171S*  An 
English  version  of  Tavemier  appeared  in  1678,  folio,  with  plates;  of 
which  a  very  neat  copy  is  marked  at  2i.  9<.  in  the  catalogue  of  Messrs. 
Payne  and  Foss.  Josv  Thbtbnot,  the  traveller,  must  be  distiiH 
guished  from  Melchuedec  Thevenot,  the  Collector  of  Travels,  (con- 
cerning whose  woric  see  p.  396^  ante).  The  fullest  edition  of  J. 
Th«venot's  labours  appeared  in  1689,  in  5  small  octavo  volumes, 
with  cuts,  which  may  be  purchased  for  about  a  guinea.  A  high  chap 
racter  is  given  of  the  writer  in  the  Bibl,  Harleiana,  vol*  ii.  p.  696. 
Charoin  is  incomparably  preferable  to  either  of  his  precursors,  but 
he  is  rather  a  Persian  than  a  more  Eastern  traveUer.  His  Voyage  en 
Pene  et  autres  Ueux  de  V  Orient  i^ipears  with  every  possible  advantage 
in  4  quarto  volumes  published  at  Amsterdam  in  1735  i  and  a  fine 
copy  of  this  precious  work  yet  rears  its  head  in  the  market. ;  Dr. 
Heath's  copy  was  sold  for  152.  15t.;  but  Colonel  Stanley's^  hi  blue 
morocco  bindmg,  brought  nearly  double  that  sum — namely,  991. 
This  is  thought  to  be  the  best  edition  :  but  M.  Langl^s,  an  able  edi« 
tor^  has  recently  (1811)  put  forth  a  new  and  iiandsome  edition  in  ten 
octavo  volumes — ^with  an  Atlas  folio  of  eighty-one  plates.  For 
purity  of  text,  this  latter  is  probably  the  preferable  impresnon ;  yet 
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my,  we  enter  upon  the  immenge  territory  of  Hindoo- 
STAN ;  the  chief  seat  of  the  British  Empire  in  the  East. 


the  tboFough-bred  bibliomaniac  clings  to  his  quarto  with  peitina- 
ciQus  fondness. 

The  name  of  Raynal  (the  Abb6)  is  doubtless  connected  with  tiiose 
wHlers^  of  the  French  School^  who  have  treated  of  the  affiurs  of 
India  $  but  the  Abba's  work  relating  to  India  is  purely  philosophical 
and  political ;  the  author  never  having  visited  that  countiy.  His 
*^  HisUwre  philoufpliique  et  politique  des  ^iablusemeat  et  du  commerce 
dei  Europ^ens  dans  les  deux  Indes,'*  was  first  published,  according  to 
Barbier,  in  1770>  in  six  octavo  volumes  :  it  was  afterwards  published 
at  Geneva^  in  five  volumes  in  quarto,  and  ten  in  octavo,  in  17B0 : 
the  last  volume  of  the  quarto  having  miqis :  and  a  quarto  Atlas  ac- 
eompanying  the  octavo  impression,  firunet  says  the  octavo  is  the 
pieferable  edition :  but  I  find  a  copy  of  the  quarto  impression  pur- 
diased  by  Lord  Essex  for  SI.  iSs,  6d,  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's 
library.  Brunet  gives  a  curious  anecdote  enough  about  the  publica- 
tion  of  this  work.  He  says  **  that  the  Abb^  Raynal,  before  he  printed 
and  published  it  at  Geneva,  and  by  Pellet,  first  printed  three  copies 
mthf  at  $toupe*s,  at  Paris ;  of  these,  one  was  left  with  Stoupe }  the 
second  was  preserved  by  the  Abb^  ;  and  the  third  was  left  with 
Pellet;  as  for  the  impression  copy.'*  By  these  means,  he  introduced 
his  own  corrections,  and  those  of  his  friends,  upon  the  maigins  of  a 
printed  copy,  for  the  more  immediate  facility  of  publication. 

Grimm  says,  that  Diderot  wrote  one  third  part  of  it,  which  is  not 
the  least  distinguished  for  the  boldness  of  its  sentiments :  Mem.  part 
iii«  vol.  iv.  p.  85.  But  la  Harpe  says,  that  Diderot  wrote  the  half  of 
It ;  and  that  though  Ra3mal  was  really  a  better  man  than  Diderot, 
yet  that  he,  Diderot,  Rousseau,  Voltaire,  and  Helvetius,  were  among 
the  most  powerful  prime  movers  of  the  French  revolution  :  Cours  de 
lAtterature,  vol.  xv.  p.  118 ;  xvi.  part  i.  p.  173-4.  "  J*ai  lu"  (says 
Barbier)  **  cette  histoire  politique,  qu*on  attribue  avec  raison  k  divers 
auteurs.  Ces  Messieurs  declament  plus  qu'ils  ne  racontent ;  et  ce 
livre  est  moins  une  histoire,  qu*une  compilation  bardie  et  irreligieuse 
de  tout  ce  qu*ont  dit  les  voyageurs."*  Bibl.  d^un  Homme  de  Gout, 
vol.'iv.p.  189. 


^  Pr.  Johnson  flew  out  into  a  great  fmnon,  and  perhaps  with  reason,  when  any 
one  talked  of  the  Abb^  Raynal's  history.    Gibbon  has  drawn  no  very  enviable 
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Yet  before  the  notice  of  those  writers  who  have  more 
particularly  written  upon  that  country,  be  entered 
upon,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  observe,  not  only  that 
/several  of  the  authors  before  described  make  more  or 
less  mention  of  it — ^but  that  several,  not  at  all  pre- 
viously noticed,  are  copious  in  their  accounts ;  such  as 
many  whose  works  appear  in  the  Danish  Asiatic 
Transactions;  while  the  labours  of  Dappbr,  Tibfen- 
THALER,  and  Valbntyn*  present  the  most  copions 

*  First  of  the  transactions  of  Danish  Travellers  and  Missionanes^ 
under  the  title  of  ''  Aden  der  Danischen  Mission  en  Ost-Indien,** 
They  were  published  at  Halle  in  1718^  in  IS  vols.  4to.^  and  have 
been  continued  to  the  year'lS05>  (if  not  later)  comprising  sixty-one 
volumes.  These  Acts)  says  Pinkerton)  are  cited  as  authority  bjr 
Anquetil-du-Perron.  They  have  been  abridged  in  the  Latin  and 
German  languages.  But^  in  the  German  language^  let  Dappers 
''  Asia^  or  a  Description  of  the  Empire  of  the  Great  Mog^l^  and  of  a 
large  part  of  India/'  published  at  Amsterdam  in  1672,  in  3  folio 
volumes,  receive  a  quiet  place  at  the  bottom  row  of  folios  in  the 
library  of  the  Linguist :  and  if  the  graphic  Connoisseur  have  a  small 
void  for  the  oblong  folio  of  Romain  de  Hooge^  which  represents— 
EVERY  THING— connected  with  the  East  and  West  Indies^  let  this 
brilliant  tome  be  found  in  his  cabinet.  Tiefenthaleb  is  a  '^  darum 
nomen*'  in  the  list  of  oriental  travellers  ;  but  the  safest  and  plea- 
santest  advice  respecting  his  work>  will  be  to  recommend  ''  the  young 
Man**  to  procure  the  French  version  of  it>  with  the  researches  of 
Anquetil  du  Perron,  and  the  map  of  Rennell,  in  1^85>  4to.  3  vola. 
A  copy  of  this  valuable  performance  may  be  obtained  for  3/.  I3s,  6d, 
*'  The  account  of  the  Seikhs  by  Tieflfenthaler  is  the  most  inteiestlng 
vire  possess,*'  says  Pinkerton. 

picture  of  the  Abb^  himself.  In  a  letter  dated  Lausanne,  Sept  30^  1783,  he  tliiis 
writes  to  Lord  Sheffield ;  ''  Yesterday  afternoon  I  lay,  or  at  least  sat,  in  state  to 
receive  visits,  and  at  the  same  moment  my  room  was  filled  with  foor  ^Bfllerent  na* 
.tioos.  The  loudest  of  these  nations  was  the  single  voice  of  the  Abbb  IUvhal^  who 
Uke  your  friend,  h^s  chosen  this  place  for  the  asylum  of  freedom  pnd  Wsloy, 
His  conversation,  which  might  be  very  agrceahle,i8  intolerably  lou4»  perempto«y 
and  insolent :  and  yon  would  imagine  that  he  alone  were  the  Monarch  andleglp- 
lator  of  the  world.*'    Poti.  Worhiy  vol.  r.  p.  330. 
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and  curious  details.  But  coming  more  collectively 
to  the  notice  of  Hindoostan^  and  carrying  vnth  us^ 
,  as  a  safe  guide  in  all  our  joumeyings,  the  incompar- 
able Map  of  Major  Rbnnbll,  first  published  (with 
an  octavo  volume  of  explanation,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  the  Ganges  and  Burrampooter  rivers)  in  1788, 
I  am  anxious  to  recommend  the  Asiatic  Researches,  to- 
gether with  the  works  of  Sir  William  Jonbs,*  to 
those  who  are  more  solicitous  of  minute  and  curious 

I  cannot  dissemble  my  fondness  for  Franc  Valbnttn^  although 

I  am  unable  to  read  a  single  sentence  in  his  work : — ^published  in  the 

Dutch  language^  in  1726,  folio,  in  8  voliynes :  but  the  plates  are  so 

curious  and  apparently  faithful,  as  weU  as  numerous — and  the  work 

being  considered  ''  scarce  and  little  known,**  as  well  as  ''  the  best 

hitherto  published,  relative  to  India,*'  I  may  venture  to  stimulate  the 

curious  to  secure,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  fine  old  vellum-bound  copy 

of  it,  which  lies  at  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss,  at  the  price  of  7L  7s,    I 

remember,  after  the  capture  of  Java,  by  the  gallant  Colonel  Gillespie, 

looking  over  many  plates  in  this  work,  which  represent  the  streets  of 

the  capital  through  which  the  gallant  English  army  marched  in  their 

road  to  victory.    My  friend,  Mr.  Brunet,  rightly  calls  these  volumes 

'*  a  very  curious  collection;  but  being  written  in  a  language  of  limited 

circulation,  their  contents  cannot  be  generally  appreciated.**     With 

the  work  of  Valentyn,  I  am  desirous  of  recommending  two  ancient 

volumes  in  the  French  language,  which  describe  the  adventures  and 

discoveries  of  the  Dutch  in  the  East  Indies,  of  that  period—''  avec 

le  vrai  portrait  au  vif  des  habitans — le  tout  par  plusieurs  figures 

iUustr6 ;  par  G.  W.  A.  W.  W/'  Amst.  1538,  folio.    A  second  volume 

descriptive  of  Dutch  enterprise,  under  Admirals  J.  Cornelius  Nee, 

and  Wilbrant  de  Warwic,  appeared  in  1609,  folio.    Just  now,  the 

present  abode  of  a  copy  of  either  of  these  works  escapes  me. 

*  The  jisiaiic  Researches,  which  owe  their  origin  to  the  patronage 
of  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Jones,  and  which  were  first  published 
at  Calcutta,  have  been  reprinted  in  London  in  14  quarto  volumes: 
1799—1821.  The  publication  price  is  25*.  per  volume.  They  are 
full  of  the  most  curious  and  valuable  intelligence  in  every  possible 
form,  and  on  every  possible  subject.    Need  1  dweU  a  moment  on  the 
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details  connected  with  our  East  India  territories — 
while,  in  lieu  of  these  elaborate  performances^  the  pub^ 
lications  of  Buchanan,  Malcolm^  Hamilton,  and 
Mill,  can  scarcely  fsAl  to  gratify  a  very  large  class  of 
readers.* 

recommendatioo  of  .the  works  of  Sib  William  Jones,  in  8  quarto 
yolumes,  1799 — 1801 — reprinted  in  12  octavo  volumes  ?  A  scholar, 
a  critic,  philosopher,  lawyer,  and  poet— where  shall  we  find,  in  the 
works  of  the  same  man,  gpi'eater  demonstrations  of  pure  and  correct 
feeling,  and  cultivated  and  classical  taste,  than  in  the  volumes  here 
noticed  and  recommended  ? !  The  piety  of  Sir  William  Jones  was  not 
inferior  to  his  learning.  A  thoroughly  good,  and  great-minded  man, 
— ^his  caution,  humility,  and  diffidence  were  equal  to  his  learning 
and  multifarious  attainments ;  and  there  is  a  vigour  and  raciness  in 
his  translations  of  Persian  Poetry,  which  give  them  the  enchanting 
air  of  original  productions.  This  great  man  may  be  said  to  have 
fsdlen  a  victim  to  the  climate  where  he  spent  the  latter  portion  of  his 
life.  He  was  prematurely  cut  off  in  his  high  career  :  but  his  grate- 
ftil  country  numbers  him  among  the  most  illustrious  of  her  Wor- 
thies. 

*  Dr.  Francis  Bucbanan*s  works,  connected  with  India,  do  in- 
finite credit  to  his  memory.  His  Journey  through  the  Countries  of 
Mysore,  Canara,  and  Malabar,  Lond.  1807«  4to.  3  vols,  is  a  most  cu- 
rious and  instructive  work.  Those  researches,  of  an  ecclesiastical 
character,  which  distinguish  the  works  of  the  Rev.  Claudius  Bu« 
chanan,  are  too  well  known  and  appreciated  to  need  being  chronicled 
in  this  place.  See  the  1st.  2nd.  and  16th  volumes  of  the  Quarterly 
Review.  The  works  of  Sir  John  Malcolm  place  him  among  the 
principal  of  statistical  writers  upon  the  East.  His  History  of  Persia, 
belongs  to  a  subsequent  place  ;  but  his  papers  in  the  Asiatic  Re- 
searches, his  Sketch  of  the  Sikhs,  and,  above  all,  his  Memoir  of 
Central  India,  (1823,  8vo.  2  vols.)  are  productions  of  decided  and 
general  utility.  The  latter  received  an  elaborate  investigation  in  the 
Quarterly  Review  of  January,  1824.  But  of  the  most  obvious  utility 
and  merit,  are  the  labours  of  Mr.  Hamilton.  Who,  that  has  relatives 
in  India,  (''Alas,  I  feel  I  am  no  actor  here!")  can  rest  satisfied 
without  the  possession,  not  only  of  his  Gazetteer,  but  of  his  Geogra* 
pfucal  Description  of  Hindoostan,  in  two  quarto  volumes,  published 
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Y€t  portions  of  this  great  teiritory  have  stimalated 
the  curiosity,  and  called  forth  the  spirit  of  enterprise, 
of  some  of  the  most  ardent  and  scientific  of  travellers 
— and  those  of  onr  own  country.  The  Himmaleh  or 
Himmalaya  mountains — that  vast  and  magnificent 
chain,  which  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  Hin- 
doostan,  and  is  the  immediate  barrier  between  the 
kingdoms  of  Nepaul  and  Thibet — ^which,  rising  with 
its  eternal  snows,  looks  down  even  upon  the  proudest 
gumniits  of  the  Andes — those  stupendous  heights  have 
received  the  most  delightful  and  satisfactory  illnstra* 
tions  by  Messrs.  Hardwicfce,  fFebb,  Raper,  Cole- 
hroohe^  Moorcrqfi,  and  Fraser.*  Thibet  should  seem 

at  London>  in  1 820  ?  Mr.  James  Mill,  without  having  visited  India, 
is  nevertheless  the  author  of  a  most  spirited  and  popular  History  of 
British  India,  in  three  quarto— reprinted  in  6  octavo  volumes :  ob* 
tainable  in  either  shape,  and  at  a  moderate  price. 

*  Consult  the  Asiatic  Researches,  voL  x.  xi.  and  xii.  and  above  all 
the  very  interesting  Reviews  of  Works  connected  with  these  mag- 
nificent regions,  in  the  xivth  and  xviith  volumes  of  the  Quarterly 
Review,     Or,  if  these  should  not  be  at  hand,  let  the  work  of  Mr. 
Murray  s  Asia,  be  consulted  j  especially  the  whole  of  the  first  chapter 
of  the  Sd  book  in  volume  ii.    The  perusal  is  almost  transporting. 
Does  it  from  hence  follow,  that  the  perpetual  height  of  snow,  in  the 
Himmalaya  range,  is  17>000  feet — ^and  that  the  Mont  Blanc  of  this 
range  is  27,000  feet  in  altitude  ?  Colonel  Kirkpatricky  in  his  Nepaul, 
seems  to  have  first  imparted  to  the  public  a  notion  of  the  marveUoos 
height  of  these  mountains ;  although  Turner,  in  his  Thibet,  had 
more  than  a  casual  glimpse  of  them.    The  ColoneVs  extatic  feelings 
are  thus  described—''  the  summit  of  Chcmdragiri  which  commanded 
a  sublime  amphitheatre,  successively  exhibiting  to  the  deh'^ted  view 
the  cities  and  numberless  temples  of  the  valley  below  :  the  stupear 
dous  mountain  of  Sheoopoori ;    the  still  super-towering  Jibfihia, 
clothed  to  its  snow-capped  peak  with   pendulous  fbrests;    and, 
finally,  the  gigantic  Himmaleh,  forming  the  majestic  back-ground 
of  this  wonderful  and  sublime  picture.*'  Murray,  vol.  ii.  p.  429.  Mr. 
Murray  himself  is  even  hurried  along  by  the  force  of  such  impa9» 
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hardly  to  stand  m  aeed  of  another  histiHian,  after  the 
very  admirable  work  of  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Turner, 
whose  "  Account  of  an  Embassy/  to  the  Court  of  Te* 
shoo  Lama^'  in  that  country,  together  with  the  Views 
of  Xiieuteoaat  Davis,  and  the  Mineralogical  and  Bo- 
taueal  Observations  of  Mr.  Saunders — aU  put  forth 
in  one  splendid  quarto  i^ume,  in  1800 — cannot  fail 
of  meeting  the  approbation  of  every  qualified  judge. 
This  performance  is  among  the  most  perfect  of  those 
which  relate  to  the  northern  parts  of  India. 

Nbpaul  has  been  brought  before  our  eyes,  as  it 
were,  by  the  labours  of  Colonel  Kirkpatrick  and  Dr. 
Hamilton ;  and  the  Hon.  M.  Elphinstone^s  Caubul 
is  a  work  which  places  its  author  in  the  first  rank  of 
historians  and  travellers  in  the  East.  Luckily,  the 
labours  of  these  gentlemen  are  neither  costly  nor 
rare:*  and  most  earnestly  do  I  recommend  them, 

sioned  feelings.  He  mentions  *'  the  snowy  pinnacles  of  the  mighty 
Himmaleh :  the  almost  unfathomable  depth  of  the  valley  beneath* 
contrasted  with  the  stupendous  height  of  the  mountains  above,  and 
the  grandeur  of  l^eir  awful  and  cloud-capt  boundary,  producing  an 
impression  of  sublimity  amounting  to  terror.**  In  Captain  Hard- 
wicke*s  tour,  the  two  loftiest  peaks  in  view,  were  those  of  Gangouiri, 
suf^osed  to  be  the  source  of  the  Ganges,  and  Jamautii,  that  of  the 
Jumoa,''  p.  295. 

Such  are  the  regions  in  which  the  two  mightiest  rivers  in  Asia  are 
supposed  to  have  their  sources  ;  regions,  still  to  be  accurately  and 
fuUy  explored  ~- notwithstanding  the  unparalleled  efforts  of  Mr^. 
MooKOROFT,  who  has  penetrated  farther  into  the  mountainous  world 
of  India,  than  any  other  European  traveller.  An  outline  of  hia  truly 
instructive  and  interesting  narrative  may  be  found  in  the  first  nuin- 
ber  of  the  B^burgh  PhiloB&phical  Journal,  But  bvsry  author, 
above  mentioned,  deserves  equal  praise;  and,  if  aduevements> 
such  as  they  performed,  were  always  the  result  of  tsbritorial  cov- 
QinssT,  who  might  not  envy  tiie  conquered  the  felicity  qf  their  lot  ? 

*  Col.  Kirkpatrick's  Nepttul,  an  elegant  4to.  volume,  published 
in  1811,  with  a  map  and  other  engravings,  was  elaborately,  and  on 
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especially  the  book  of  Mr.  Elphinstone,  to  every  library 
of  any  pretension  to  a  Collection  of  Voyages  and 
Travels. 

Persia^  according  to  Mr.  Murray's  arrangement, 
next  claims  the  attention  of  the  bibliographer.  Leay« 
ing  the  discoveries  of  earlier  travellers  to  be  found 
in  the  collection  of  Aldus^  put  forth  in  1543-5^  under 
the  title  Ftaggi  fatii  da  Ftnegia/^  I  pass  quickly 

the  whole  di8pas8ionately>  reviewed  in  the  vth  volume  of  the  Quar» 
terly  Review,  p.  305—932.  llie  account  of  the  Kingdom  of  CbtrM 
of  the  Hon.  Mountstuart  Elphinstonb,  was  published  in  1816^  hi 
a  handsome  quarto  volume — and  republished  in  two  octavo  volumes. 
Elaborate  and  exceeduigly  interesting  reviews  of  it  appeared  in  the 
Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews  of  the  same  year.  A  work  of  such 
excellence  stands  in  need  of  no  commendation  here. 

•  The  narratives  of  Zeno,  Barbaro^  andContarini  were  first  pub« 
lished  in  the  Viaggi  fatti  da  Finetia,  alia  Tana,  in  Persia,  in  India, 
8fc.  collected  by  Antonio  Manutius^  and  published  by  Paul  Manutius 
in  the  Aldiue  Office,  in  1543>  and  again  in  1545^  in  one  8vo.  volume 
of  180  leaves.  The  second  edition,  which  has  only  163  leaves,  is  the 
better  printed  book,  according  to  Renouard ;  vol.  i.  p.  225,  234. 
A  copy  of  the  first  edition  was  sold  for  12.  Is.  at  the  sale  of  Mr. 
Bindley*s  Library,  and  for  31.  7s,  at  that  of  Colonel  Stanley*s.  Av- 
TONT  Shbbbl£T*8  Travcls  were  first  published  in  1613, 4to.t  and  they 
are  reprinted  in  Purchas,  and  Mr.  Murray  has  given  a  very  interesting 
extract  (vol.  iii.  p.  23,)  from  the  original.  Yet,  nothing  short  of  a 
clean-margined  copy  of  the  original  impression,  must  satisfy  the 
curious.  It  is  obtainable  for  a  sovereign.  Shereley  was  the  pro- 
teg^  of  the  Earl  of  Essex  :  ''  whom  he  had  made  the  pattern  of  his 
civil  life  $*'  and  at  whose  advice  he  travelled  into  Persia.  But  con- 
sult the  work  last  referred  to  (vol.  iii.  p.  29-52,)  for  the  treasures 
which  are  yet  in  MS.  relating  to  Persia,  of  which  Don  GiuiciA  db 
Stlva  is  the  author  $  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Philip  III.  The  Tra- 
vels  of  Sir  Thomas  Hebbert  were  first  published,  in  folio,  in  1634, 
and  afterwards  in  1635,  1665,  and  1667.  They  relate  to  Africa  and 
<3reat  Asia,  as  well  as  Persia.  A  copy  of  the  first  edition  was  sold 
for  1^  lOs^Bt  Dr.  Heath's  sale.    But  all  these  are  eclipsed  by  the 

*  See  p.  394. 


A»iA.]  VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS.  429 

by  the  performances  of  Sherley  and  Herbert^  to  make 
especial  and  honourable  mention  of  that  of  Chardin  ; 
and  recommending  my  readers  not  to  let  the  amusing 
work  of  Jonas  Hanway*  escape  them^  especially  if 
obtainable  at  a  moderate  sum,  I  may  venture  to  con- 
clude the  list  of  publications^  relating  to  this  most 
interesting  country,  with  the  strong  recommendation 
of  the  more  recent,  and  more  intrinsically  valuable, 
works  of  Morier,  Malcolm,  Ouseley,  and  Sir  Robert 
Kerr  Porter.  .  The  subjoined  note  affords  a  brief  out- 
line of  the  editions  of  the  labours  of  these  distin- 
guished travellers.+ 

labours  of  Chardiw >  ^'  who  detroted  his  life,  as  it  were^  to  the  know- 
ledge of  Persia>*'— says  Mr.  Murray.  I  wiU  be  free  to  add,  that  for 
intrinsic  merit  and  fidelity  of  narrative^  Chardin  has  been  exceeded 
by  NO  subsequent  traveller.  His  travels  first  i4)peared  in  a  folio 
volume  of  i686 ;  containing  only  his  journey  from  Paris  to  Ispahan : 
then  came  out  his  account  of  Persia,  in  3  quarto^  or  ten  duodecimo 
volumes,  at  Amsterdam^  in  1711  :  but,  as  before  observed,  (see  p. 
420)  the  Amsterdam  edition  of  1735,  is  the  most  popular  one. 

*  Perhaps  this  is  not  the  most  proper  place  for  the  mention  of 
Hanway*8  Travels  ;  but  as  there  is  very  much  in  them  relating  to 
Persia,  the  reader  may  as  weUknow  that  the  work  appeared  in  1753, 
in  four  quarto  volumes,  and  that  in  Mr.  Murray's  Collection  (vol.  i. 
p.  355)  some  amusing  particulars  frt)m  them  are  extracted.  At 
Balfrush,  "  finding  his  beard  grown  to  a  most  inconvenient 'leng^, 
Hanway  with  great  difficulty,  procured  a  barber ;  but  that  operator 
learning,  in  the  midst  of  the  process,  that  he  was  a  Christian,  uttered 
ar  cry  of  horror  and  ran  away :  and  Hanway  was  obliged  to  push 
on  virith  his  half-shaven  beard  !*'  He  was,  at  the  time,  very  critically 
situated.  The  woric  of  Hanway  contains  a  great  number  of  mi^, 
and  some  very  pretty  vignettes  and  plates,  of  which  several  were 
designed  by  Walk  ;  a  name  dear  to  the  lovers  of  fine  ait,  frt>m  his 
happy  performances  in  Sir  John  Hawkins's  edition  of  Walton's 
Angler.  A  copy  of  this  work  was  sold  for  22. 19«.  at  the  sale  of  Dr. 
Heath's  library.     It  may,  however,  be  obtained  at  a  less  price. 

t  I  have  only  to  subjoin  the  titles  and  dates  of  the  woiks  of  the 
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Where  next  dtidll  we  turn  oor  eyes,  and  (ffireet  oar 
steps,  in  this  ancient,  and,  as  it  were,  consecrated 
quarter  of  the  globe ;  And  how  comes  it  to  pass,  that 
I  have  allowed  my  "  yoang"  reader  thus  fiir  to  travel, 
DHthout  putting  into  his  hands  those  safe^  and  almost 

above  four  eminent  traveUers :  Moaibb>  James>  Journey  through 
Persia,  Armeniay  and  Ana  Minor,  to  Constantinople,  in  the  year 
1808-9.  Lond.  1812.  4to.  Second  Journey ;  1810-16.  Lond,  1818, 
4ta  For  reviews  of  f  heie  woiks,  conralt  the  volumes  of  the  Bdxik^ 
burgh  and  Quarterly  Review.  Malcolm,  Sir  JoUn :  History  of  Pernm, 
from  the  earliest  ages  to  the  present  times,  Lond.  \%X6,  4to.  2  vol& 
See  an  exceUent  criticism  on  this  valuable  work  in  the  xvth.  vol.  of 
the  Quarterly  Review.  The  copies  on  large  paper  were  published  al 
121. 125*  OusELET,  Sir  William  :  Travels  in  various  Countries  of 
the  East,  particularly  Persia,  Lond.  1819,  4to.  1  understand  that 
the  two  latter  travellers  possess  fine  collections  of  Persian  and  San- 
scrit MSS.  The  supplemental  pages  of  the  Bibliographical  Deca- 
meron, vol.  iii.  will  prove  that  some  of  Sir  John  MalcoIm*s  treasures, 
of  this  description,  are  of  no  orditiary  beauty  -,  but  whether  Sir  VTU' 
Uam  Ouseley*8  treasures  may,  or  may  not,  compete  with  those  of 
Sir  Gore  Ousdey,  as  detailed  in  the  4th  volume  of  the  late-Mr.  Belo^s 
Anecdotes  of  Literature  and  Scarce  Books,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to 
pronounce.  What  can  there  be  more  beautiful,  in  all  respects,  than 
a  highly  embellished  Persian  MS.  ? !  1  have  seen  abd  examined 
many,  of  fiill  three  centuries  growth,  which  had  the  effect  of  magi^ 
while  turning  over  the  silken  and  Averse  tinted  leaves,  piowdered 
with  golden  stars,  and  irradiated  with  colours  of  pink,  and  blue,  and 
green,  as  vivid  and  unsullied  as  if,  at  that  moment,  they  had  left  the 
pencil  of  the  illuminator  ! 

The  travels  of  Sir  Robert  Kerr  Porter  were  published  in  two 
quarto  volumes,  in  1822  5  embellished  with  a  number  of  veiry  spirited 
and  singular  plates — and  containing  some  interesting  particulars 
relating  to  Ancient  Babylon.  These  travels  include  accounts  also  of 
Georgia,  Armenia,  &c. ;  and  were  performed  during  the  years,  181?, 
18,  19,  20.  The  plates  relate  to  portraits,  costume,  and  anUqutties, 
and  are  not  fewer  than  seventy- five  in  number.  The  narrative  is 
executed  in  a  pleasing  and  lively  style  -,  and  these  volumes  form,  on 
the  whole,  a  valuable  addition  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  of  the 
countries  described. 
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indifi^nsable  guides ;  afforded  by  the  Charts  of  D'An^ 
viLLS  and  Rbnnell  :  names^  that  do  not  less  honour 
to  the  important  stndy  of  geography^  than  to  the 
countries  to  which  they  belong.  We  will  now  linger 
a  little  in  the  western  parts  of  Asia^  and  notice  the 
principal  works  relating  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  to 
Turkey — the  latter,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  Asia.  Let 
Breydenhach  lead  the  way;i*  and  the  hundred  little 

*  The  geographical  labours  of  the  illustrious  D*Anville  are  mi- 
nutely and  temptingly  detailed  by  Brunet^  vol.  i.  p.  76.  His  Eclair* 
cissemeru  G^ographiques  sur  la  carte  de  VInde,  1753^  4to.  and  Jnti" 
quitds  Giographiques  de  Vlnde,  et  pliuieurs  autres  contries  de  la 
haute  Asie,  1775^  4to.  are  among  his  chief  works  connected  with  the 
present  department  of  our  researches.  |  If  the  labours  of  M^jor  Ren- 
nell  are  less  general  than  those  of  D'Anville^  they  are>  nevertheless^ 
highly  meritorious  on  the  score  of  scrupulous  accuracy.  Here  I  have 
only  to  mention  his  Bengal  Atlas,  178 1>  folio  :  Memoir  of  a  Map  of 
Hindoostan,  with  an  Introduction^  Lond^  17SS)  1738:  reprinted 
again  and  again — but  to  the  later  editions  there  is  a  Supplementary 
Map,  containing  the  new  geography  of  the  Peninsula  of  India,  with 
an  explanatory  memoir.  The  Geographical  System  of  Herodotus  ex* 
amined  and  explained,  with  eleven  maps,  1808,  4 to.  now  very  scarce— 
ond,  equal  to  either,  his  masterly  elucidations  of  The  Retreat  of  the 
Ten  Thousand;  and  his  Topography  of  the  Troad:  works,  that,  in 
their  way,  have  never  been  surpassed. 

t  Breydenbach  may,  if  he  pleases,  "  lead  the  way/'  and  luckily 
this  way  is  rendered  very  easy  and  practicable  to  myself,  by  the  ample 
notices  of  the  earlier  editions  of  his  work  in  iiieBibL  Spencer,  vol.  iii. 
p.  2l6 :  iv.  459  }  vi.  87^  Bibliographical  Tour,  vol.  iii.  p.  526.  To 
Breydenbach,  add  the  Peregrination  de  Nicolas  Huen :  Bibl.  Spencer, 
vol.  vL  214.  Pinkerton  is  twice  erroneous  in  his  earlier  editions  of 
Breydenbach,  vol.  xvii.  p.  134  }  but  is,  in  other  respects,  copious  and 
instructive  about  the  early  voyages  to  the  Holt  Land.  Let  the 
curious,  from  this  catalogue,  get  possession  of  the  works  of  Doubdan^ 
1661,  4to.  and  Eugene  Roger,  1664,  4to. — ^both,  with  very  pretty 
plates. 


-*aAa^_aMM> 


t  Brunet  telU  ui  thikC  Moos.  DenuinM^  the  heir  of  D*AdviUt«  ie  pvlntiiig^  U 
the  royal  press^  a  complete  BorrioN  of  the  works  of  this  celtbraled  wrlCM'j  wlkirii 
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curious  aud  fugitive  works,  as  mere  guides  or  manuab, 
which  were  put  into  the  hands  of  pilgrims,  chiefly 
from  Venice,  who  were  filled  with  a  holy  ardour  to 
Tisit  the  shrine  of  the  Messiah.*  I  know  more  than 
one  friend  who  covets  these  precious  morsels  of  black- 
letter  rarity,  with  an  ardour  and  insatiableness  that 
promise  never  to  be  satisfied.  Happy  state  of  excita- 
tion! Next  to  Breydenbach,  we  may  consider  our 
SANDYsf*  as  one  of  the  principal  travellers  into  these 

^  As  to  *'  the  hundred  litUe  curioos  and  fugitive  works^**  con- 
nected  with  a  Voyage  to  Jerusalem,  many  will  be  found  in  our  own 
tongue,  printed  even  by  W.  de  Worde  and  Pynson.  Consult  the  7^- 
pog.  Antiq.  vol.  ii.  p.  S85 :  Retrospective  Review,  vol.  ii>  part  ii.  p.  394. 
But  a  singular  gem  of  this  kind,  printed  by  W.  De  Worde,  probably 
in  the  XVth  century,  is  about  to  be  presented  to  the  Roxbuighe  Club 
by  my  friend  Mr.  Henry  Freeling,  being  a  transcript  from  a  unique 
copy,  in  a  most  beautiful  state  of  preservation,  in  the  Advocate's 
Library  at  Edinburgh.  I  am  half  tempted  to  extract  a  very  droll 
passage— but  it  mtlst  not  be.  Of  modern  times,  read  the  Itiniraire 
de  Parii  d  Jerusalem,  Paris,  1819,  8vo.  9  vols,  of  the  Marquis  de 
Chateaubriand,  in  which  the  measurement  of  the  Temple  of  Jerusa- 
lem, by  D'Anville,  (1747>  8vo.)  is  incorporated.  Nor  should  the 
work  of  the  Abbate  Mariti  (translated  into  English  in  1791>  8vo.  3 
vol.)  containing  accounts  of  Cyprus,  Syria,  and  Palestine,  published 
at  Turin,  1769,  5  vols,  be  overlooked. 

f  Sandys  is  still  a  fovourite,  and  with  justice.  I  cannot  pretend 
to  enumerate  all  the  reimpressions  of  his  folio  volume,  but  I  have 
seen  copies  of  the  first  and  second  on  labob  paper.  In  any  shape^ 
copies  are  reasonable.  The  plates,  taken  for  the  greater  part,  (says 
Mr.  Chalmers,  in  his  Biogr.  Diet,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  140)  from  the  voyage 
of  Zuillardo,  Rome,  1587>  4 to.  are  pleasing  enough.  Mr,  Triphook 
once  shewed  me  a  lovely  copy  of  the  second  edition  of  Sandys  (in 
which  the  plates^r;^,  I  believe,  appeared)  bound  in  Venetian  morocco 
by  C.  Lewis,  marked  at  3/.  ISs,  6d.     Sandys  was  also  a  poet,  and 


wUl  comprehend  six  volumes  in  4 to.  with  an  AtUs  folio.  When  finished,  it  it 
certain  that  the  publications  in  a  separate  form,  will  lose  their  value."  AfanmeJ 
dm  Likrairt,  vol.  i.  p.  77* 
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sacred  quarters.  His  folio,  first  put  forth  in  1615,  is 
yet  a  crack*article"  with  the  knowing ;  especially  if 
it  be  upon  large  paper,  and  the  impressions  are  brilli- 
ant and  unsoiled. 

In  approaching  Turkey  in  Asia,  I  have  only  to 
recommend — ^to  the  rich — the  three  noble  volumes 
of  PococKE,^  the  embellished  tomes  of  Wood,  as 
well  as  the  classical  production  of  Chandler;  the 
incidental  notices  of  Clarke,  Kinneir,  and  Burck- 
hardt,  with  the  partial  works  of  Motraye,  Russell, 
Volney,  and  Chateaubriand.^     The  comparatively 

deserves  a  special  commendation  for  his  translation  of  the  Psalms. 
Drjden  calls  him  ingenious  and  learned^  and  the  best  versifier  of  the 
former  age.  Scott's  Dryden  ;  vol.  xi.  p.  206.  Consult  Dr.  Bliss's 
edition  of  the  Jtken.  Oxon.  vol.  iii.  col.  97 :  for  a  rich  repast  of 
bibliographical  intelligence  hereupon.  Mr.  Chalmers^  with  justice^ 
refers  to  the  Cemura  LUterttria,  vol.  vi.  p.  13!2. 

*  ^'  A  Description  of  the  East,  and  of  some  other  countries.^*  Lond. 
1743,  folio.  3  vols :  reprinted  in  Pinkerton*s  collection.  But  who 
would  not  prefer  the  primitive  and  embellished  folio  ?  These  are 
noble  tomes ;  and  the  author  rises  in  estimation  more  and  more  every 
day.  He  is  facile  princeps — in  his  department.  Antiquities  and 
Science  are  the  leading  features  of  his  work.  Although  Dr.  Heath's 
copy  of  this  work  produced  the  sum  of  161.  \0s,  I  can  ensure  the 
Collector  a  ''  very  neat'*  copy  at  three-fourths  of  that  price. 

t  Wood's  Ruins  of  Palmyra,  1753,  folio,  with  fifty-seven  plates, 
and  of  Baalbeck,  anciently  called  HeliopoUs,  1757j  folio,  with  forty- 
six  plates,  are  works  of  pure  art  3  and  impart  now  an  additional 
interest  from  the  curiosity  lately  excited  towards  the  architecture  of 
the  ancient  world.  Each  volume  is  obtainable  for  about  41.  4s. 
Chandler  s  Travels  in  Greece  and  in  Asia  Minor,  were  printed  in  two 
handsome  quarto  volumes  at  Oxford  in  1774-6 ;  of  which  only  250 
copies  wer^  struck  off.  They  have  been  recently  reprinted  in  the  same 
form.  Besides  Mr.  Kinneir's  Journey  through  Asia  Minor,  &c.  1818, 
8vo.  there  is  a  valuable  work  (reviewed  in  the  Quarterly,  vol.  ix. 
p.  67>)  called  his  Geographical  Memoir  of  the' Persian  Empire,  Lond. 
1813,  4to.,  which  should  have  found  a  place  at  p.  499,  ante.  The 
iUustrioai  name  of  Burckbabdt  will  occupy  us  more  particularly 
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poor  Student  and  Collector  will  satisfy  himself  with 

under  Africa  j  but  let  his  admirable  Trcmels  in  Syria  and  Momnt 
Sinai  grace  the  shelf  of  every  professed  Collection  of  Voyages  and 
Travels.  A  copy  in  fair  calf  binding  is  worth  2/.  10s.  De  la  Mo- 
traye*s  Voyage  en  Europe,  Asie,  et  Afrique,  &c.  k  la  Haye«  1747* 
folio,  3  vols,  may  be  worth  hard  upon  SL  3i. :  if  the  binding  be  ele^ 
gant,  and  the  impressions  of  the  plates  good.  Some  of  these  platei 
are  by  the  burin  of  Hogarth,  which  is  never  failed  to  be  mentioned : 
Motraye  was  engaged  twenty  six  years  on  these  travels;  and  his 
account  of  the  interior  of  a  Great  Man*s  harem  (vol.  i.  p.  337)  is 
singular  enough.  I  mention  this^  because  the  plate,  by  Hogarth,  is 
one  of  the  prettiest  and  most  prepossessing :  and  there  is  a  very 
pleasing  one,  by  the  same  hand,  of  a  dance  of  Turkish  women  at 
p.  176>  of  the  same  volume.  The  author  disclaims  elegance^  but 
confidently  relies  on  his  sincerity  and  impartiality.  The  third  volume, 
dedicated  to  the  famous  Lord  Chesterfield,  is  in  French  and  English  ; 
•  and  there  are  no  picturesque  plates  in  it — it  being  filled  with  maps. 
Mr.  Payne  marks  a  neat  copy  at  ^l,  2^. 

And  here,  might  I  not  introduce  a  notice  of  the  Voyages  d  Constant 
tinople,  d.  VAsie,  Palestine,  Ssc.  of  the  Chevalier  d*Arevieux,  Paris, 
1735,  12mo.  6  vols.,  of  which  Hnkerton's  account,  vol.  xvii.  page 
129,  is  60  warmly  encomiastic }  This  little  tempting  book  of  travels 
is  so  rare  as  to  have  escaped  Brunet.  Russells  Natural  History  of 
Aleppo  ;  1756,  4to.  -,  republished  in  1794,  4to.  by  his  brother.  Dr. 
Patrick  Russell.  "  This  is  not  only  the  best  description  of  Aleppo, 
but  one  of  the  most  complete  pictures  of  Eastern  manners  extant**— 
says  Pinkerton.  A  good  copy  of  the  second  and  best  edition,  bound, 
is  worth  3/.  3f .  The  latter  author*s  account  of  the  plague  at  Aleppo, 
was  published  in  4to.,  1791 :  and  may  be  worth  \L  \s.  These  works 
have  been  honoured  by  several  versions.  Volney's  Voyage  en  Syrie,  et 
en  Egypt,  1783,  8vo.  2  vols,  of  which  the  best  edition  (according  to 
Barbier,  vol.  iv.  p.  389)  is  that  of  1799  (Van  VII.)  augmented  and 
enriched  in  several  respects.  I  recommend  the  reader  to  peruse  Bar- 
bier's  account  {Bibl,  (Tun  Homme  de  Gout,  ibid.)  of  the  respective 
merits  of  Volney,  Maillet,  and  Savary.  Chateaubriand's  work  has 
been  before  mentioned :   see  page  432 . 

For  an  account  of  Dr.  Clarke's  Travels  in  Syria  and  Asia,  Bee 
p.  371  >  ante.  Maundbbll's  Journey  from  Aleppo  to  Jerusalem  mt 
Easter,  first  printed  in  16*97^  8vo.  has  been  not  only  several  times 
reprinted — and  very  recently— id  octavo,  but  will  be  found  lii  the 
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Sandys^  Clarke  and  VolDey.    For  Turkey  generallyi 

Xth  Tolume,  p.  S05»  of  Pinkerton*8  Collection  of  Voyages.  The 
track  edition  of  the  octavo^  is  that  of  1721^  ''  companion  meet,**  for 
the  Manderille  of  17^5.  A  fitfe  copy  of  it  may  be  worth  1/.  5«. : 
although  that  in  the  Stanley  collection  produced  3/.  lOt.  It  is  doubtr 
less  a  most  curious  and  interesting  book. 

Yet — must  no  mention  be  made  of  Voyages  up  the  Leyant,  inclu* 
ding  Gmsiantmople,  Syria,  Phcmicia,  and  such  like  interesting 
spots  ?  Yes :  some  little  I  shall  dilate,  rather  than  digress,  there- 
upon.  If  it  be  only  for  the  sake  of  the  work  of  Lebbun,  something 
should  be  said  on  this  subject  3  and  yet,  although  in  the  richly  stored 
library  of  my  friend  the  Rev.  Henry  Drury,  at  Harrow,  I  have  turned 
over  the  leaves  of  one  of  the  finest  copies  in  the  world— in  French 
red  morocco  binding,  with  the  royal  arms  stamped  '*  all  propper" — 
and  although  the  copy  possessed  by  his  uncle,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Benja- 
min Heath,  is  described  to  be  the  "  finest  copy  possible,  in  white 
calf,  gilt  leaves** — both  upon  labge  papeb — yet,  be  it  quietly  known, 
that  I  cannot  find  it  in  my  heart  to  panegyrise  this  work,  on  the  score 
of  ABT— which  is  its  usual  attraction.  The  plates  are  generallj 
black,  coarse,  ill  designed,  worse  executed,  and  some  of  them  of  the 
most  frighfully  sprawling  dimensions.  The  work  is  in  three  or  four 
folio  volumes — and  was  published  at  Paris  in  1714,  &c.  Of  more 
modest,  and  more  satisfactory  pretensions,  is  the  Voyage  au  Levant 
par  TouBNEFOBT,  Paris,  1 717>  4to.  three  vols. :  reprinted  often,  and 
translated  into  our  own  tongue.  Toumefort  can  never  be  out  of  date. 
But  how  came  even  a  fine  morocco  copy  of  him  to  sell  for  the 
astounding  price  of  6L  6s.  at  the  sale  of  Colonel  Stanley's  library  ?  I 
speak  of  the  Paris  edition  of  1717*  An  ordinary  copy  is  not  worth 
more  than  II.  lOs.  The  gigantic  undertaking,  by  Messrs.  Treuttel 
and  Wiirtz,  relating  to  Constantinople,  is  at  length  completed. 
This  work  consists  of  two  folio  volumes,  of  the  largest  dimensions^ 
containing  fifty-two  line  engravings,  from  the  drawings  of  M.  Moi- 
ling, draftsman  and  architect  to  the  Sultan  Hadidg^,  sister  of  the 
Sqltan  Selim  III.  The  price  of  the  ordinary  copies  is  842.  :  of  copies, 
with  proof  impressions,  l%6l.  Thus,  this  work  is  sure  to  find  its  waj 
among  impebial  Collectors  !  I  saw  the  drawings  from  which  the 
plates  are  taken,  when  I  was  at  Paris  in  1819.  They  are  minute  and 
elaborate;  and  give  (as  I  learn)  a  very  £uthfiil  idea  of  the  deameis 
of  thai  enchanting  atmosphere,  and  of  the  characters  of  the  build- 
lags  and  the  people. 
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the  excellent  work  of  Mouradja  d*0h8S0N  must  not 
be  omitted** 

I  push  on  towards  Arabia :  and  here  the  work  of 
NiEBUHR  may  suffice — a  work  undoubtedly  of  the 
highest  authority  of  its  kind.^  Darting  across  burning 

*  Tableau  G^ndrale del* Empire Othoman,  par Movraui a  jiOuMoSf 
S  vols,  falio.  The  plates  ore  beautifully  executed  in  the  line  manner, 
and  the  testimony  of  Burckhardt  to  the  valuable  and  interesting  in* 
formation  tb]9  work  containsi  should  alone  secure  it  a  place  in  evcty 
well  chosen  library.  A  fine  copy  of  it  is  worth  SSL  It  is  a  noble 
work  in  all  respects^  and  I  give  it  an  earnest  and  hearty  recommend- 
ation to  every  Collector  of  spirit  and  taste.  But  I  would  be  under- 
stood as  not  overlookiog  the  labours  of  previous  traveUers ;  and  if 
older  ones  have  any  claim  to  notice,  especially  Busbbquius's  ;  whose 
works  appear  in  a  pretty  little  duodecimo  volume^  put  forth  from  the 
Elzevir  Office  in  1633.  It  may  be  had  for  a  few  i^hillings.  "  Boa^ 
bequius  (says  Gibbon)  is  my  old  and  familiar  acquaintance  $  a  fre- 
quent companion  in  my  post-chaise.  His  latinity  is  eloquent^  hit 
manner  is  lively,  his  remarks  are  judicious.*'  ilfi^c.  Works,  voL  ▼• 
p,  580.  Busbequius  was.a  bibliographical  Traveller,  for  we  owe  to 
him  the  discovery  of  the  famous  MS,  of  Dioscorides,  (now  at  Vienna) 
described  in  my  Decameron,  vol.  i.  p.  xlv.  and  Tour,  vol.  iii.  p.  471. 
once  purchased  the  edition  of  1633,  uncutf  for  6d,  on  a  book-stall^ 
at  a  country  fair.  The  Elzevir  reprint  of  1664,  is  not  so  much  sought 
after. 

f  The  work  of  Nisbuor  has  been  long  and  justly  considered  as 
perfectly  classical  of  its  kind.  We  know  more  of  Arabia  in  the 
pages  of  this  performance  (of  which  the  style  is  not  less  pure  than 
the  intelligence  is  correct)  than  perhaps  in  those  of  any  other  indi- 
vidual performance.  Niebuhr  was  deputed  on  his  mission  by  the 
Danish  Government,  in  1769.  Mr.  Murray's  Analysis  of  it,  (vol.  iiL 
p.  187)  will  be  read  with  no  inconsiderable  interest.  His  work  was 
first  published  in  the  Danish  language  at  Copenhagen  in  1773, 
4to. :  in  the  following  year,  in  French,  at  the  same  place  i  but  the 
best  edition  is  that,  in  French,  which  was  published  at  Amsterdam  in 
1776-80,  4to.  3  vols. ;  including  the  questions  of  Michaelis,  pub- 
lished in  1774.  A  good  copy  is  worth  4/.  14«.  6d. :  although  that  in 
Dr.  Heath's  library  was  sold  for  6L  6s.  Brunet  says  that  there  are 
copies  on  laige  paper,  which  are  not  finer  than  the  ordinary  size :  bat 
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sands  and  waterless  deserts^  I  proceed  to  the  notice 
of  Eastern  India,  China,  and  Japan :  territories  of 
enormous  extent^  of  marvellous  varieties  of  character 
and  climate^  and  rendered  comparatively  familiar  to 
him,  who  has  never  crossed  the  Equator,  by  the  admi- 
rable publications  of  Symes,  Barrow,  Staunton,  and 
various  French  anonymous  publications,  together 
with  those  of  Duhalde,  Grosier,  De  Guignes,  Son- 
NERAT,  Kabmpfer,  and  Charlevoix.*  But  not  a  little 

of  such  copies^  struck  off  oa  fine  Dutch  paper^  the  same  conclusion 
cannot  be  drawn.  These  latter  are  also  very  rare.  I  find  none  in  the 
catalogues  of  our  richer  libraries. 

*  Major  Symes'  account  of  his  Embassy  to  Aoa  in  1795^  appeared 
in  1SOO»  4to.— (reprinted  in  3  volumes  8vo.)  and  is  a  work  of  such 
established  reputation^  that  those  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining  a 
copy  of  it,  in  goodly  calf  binding,  will  not  scruple  to  give  2L  I2s.  6d. 
for  the  same ;  and  if  they  aspire  to  a  large  papeb  of  that>  and  of  Mr. 
Turner's  Tibet,  they  may  have  both  volumes,  in  extra  binding,  for 
7/.  7s.  in  the  richly  furnished  repository  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss* 
Mr.  Murray  has,  as  usual^  given  us  some  very  palatable  marrow,  in 
his  extract  from  Symes's  Ava.  I  come  now,  in  chronological  orderj 
to  notice  the  personal,  as  well  as  the  written,  laboiirs  of  Mr.  Bar- 
row. Such  labours  are  too  well  known,  and  too  highly  and  gene* 
rally  appreciated,  to  stand  in  need  of  my  humble  commendation. 
The  name  of  this  gentleman  will  always  secure,  to  the  work  to 
which  it  is  affixed,  an  immediate  and  extensive  sale :  but  if  report,  or 
rather  common  fame,  speak  true,  there  are  labours,  from  the  same 
pen,  to  which  the  name  of  its  director  is  not  affixed,  that  can  scarcely 
be  too  much  extolled  and  too  widely  disseminated.  The  reader,  of 
course,  anticipates  the  mention  of  the  notices  of  various  travels,  by 
Mr.  Barrow,  in  the  Quarterly  Review:  notices,  which,  whenever 
iteperused,  cannot  fail  to  bring  increased  pleasure  and  instruction. 
They  are  the  productions  of  an  experienced  head.f     The  Reviewer  ia 


t  Among  the  reriewi  of  Voyages  and  Trarcls,  of  which  Mr.  Barrow  is  the 
reinited  antlior,  read  that  of  tie  account  of  Piieaim's  Istantf,  incorporated  in  the 
notice  of  Captain  Porter'a  Cndie  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  concludes  tbua  i  **  We 
have  only  tp  add^  that  Fltooni's  laUad  teeios  tp  be  lo  fortified  by  nature^  aatd 
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imperfect  would  be  our  stock  of  Voyages  abd  Tra^rels 
relating  to  Chtna^  if  the  valuable  works  of  Nibuhovf 

at  once  a  traveller  and  a  critic.  Si  sic  omnia  !  But  to  the  present 
point.  Mr.  Barrow's  works^  in  respect  to  China>  comprise  one 
Tolume  of  Travels,  &c.  1804>  4to.  5  and  a  Voyage  to  Cdchm  Chma, 
1807>  4to.  each  ▼olmne  being  about  32.  12^.  6d,  ^  and  each,  I  beliere^ 
reprinted  in  octavo.  More  elaborate  titles  are  not  necessary^  as  tlie 
works  are  in  the  recollection  of  most  readers. 

Sir  George  Staunton's  account  of  the  Embassy  of  the  Eftrl  qf 
Macartney  to  the  Emperor  of  China  was  published,  with  every  advan- 
tage of  press  work  and  embellishment,  (the  plates  being  executed 
flt>m  the  drawings  of  the  late  able  William  Alexander)  in  1797»  4lo. 
8  vols. :  with  a  fblio  volume  of  engravings.  Few  works  were  more 
anxiously  expected  by  the  public  3  and  few,  I  will  be  free  to  maintain^ 
ever  yet  gave  greater  satisfaction  to  readers*  It  is  reprinted  la 
octavo.  The  more  recent  works  connected  with  Lord  Amherst's 
Embassy  to  the  same  quarter,  and  the  delightful  book  of  Capt.  Uall 
relating  to  Loo  Choo  (for  which  see  the  Quarterly  Remew,  vol.  xviii. 
p.  308^)  need  only  be  mentioned  to  secure  general  respect  At  the 
head  of  the  French  School  of*  Travellers  into,  and  writers  upon» 
China,  let  the  Desctiption  g4ographique,  hisiorique,  chronologique,  &c. 
oi  Du  Halde  be  unhesitatingly  placed.  In  regard  to  the  geography 
of  China,  it  is  the  best  work  extant.  It  was  published  at  Paris  in 
1735,  in  4  volumes,  fblio  5  and  republished  at  the  Hague  in  1736, 
4to. :  but  the  Dutch  edition  does  not  contain  the  plates  |  and  you 
must  add  to  it  D'Anville*s  new  Atlas  of  China,  1737>  folio,  with  forty- 
two  maps— or,  better  still,  the  fourteen  plates  and  fifty  maps  sepa- 
rately published  from  the  Paris  edition.  A  good  copy  of  this  Hague 
impression,  with  such  an  ac^unct,  may  be  worth  5/.  6s. :  but  of  the 
Fk^nch,  71.  7*. 

Whoever  wishes  to  peruse  a  little  bibliographical  gossip  about  the 


oppose  an  inTincible  barrier  to  an  inyading  enemy ;  there  is  no  spot  apparent^ 
where  a  boat  can  land  with  safety,  and,  perhaps  not  more  than  one  where  it  can 
knd  at  all :  an  eyerlasting  swell  of  the  ocean  rolls  in  on  every  side,  and  breaks  into 
foam  against  its  rocky  and  iron-bound  shores.  O  happy  people  I  happy  in  your 
sequestered  state !  and  doubly  happy  to  have  escaped  a  risit  from  Captain  Porter 
of  the  United  States  frigate,  Essex.  May  no  ciyilised  barbarian  lay  waste  your 
peaceful  abodes ;  no  hoary  proficient  in  sensuality  rob  you  of  that  innocence  and 
■inrlidty  which  it  lipecuiuarly  your  preMntk>t  to  ei^oy.**    Vol.  eUL  p^(e  363. 
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and  Van  Braam,  (Dutchmen^  possessing  all  the  fear- 
less intrepidity  of  character  of  their  countrymen)  as 
they  appear  in  certain  French  versions,*  were  not  to 
have  a  conspicuous  place  therein. 

Abb^  Grosier^  and  his  new  edition  of  the  Jesuit  Father  Maijljua*8 
Butoire  G^nirale  de  la  Chine  (traduite  du  Tong-Eien^Kangmor)  may 
.consult  the  JBi^^toj^.  Antiq,  and  Picturesq,  Tbur,  vol.  ii.  p.  390-SSl. 
This  extraordinary  performance  consists  of  not  fewer  than  thirteen 
•quarto  vohimes,  put  forth  between  the  years  1771*85,  of  which  the 
k«t  'vobime  is  by  the  Abbe  himself^  and  which  was  published  id 
English  in  1787>  in  two  octavo  volumes.  A  new  edition  of  the  whple^ 
much  augmented,  was  published  in  181 8^  in  7  octavo  volumes.  Dm 
6uioNB8*8  Voyage  d  Pek'm,  Manille,  et  LlUe  de  France,  was  printed 
fit  Paris^  in  three  octavo  volumes^  with  an  Atlas  folio  of  six  maps 
and  fifty-nine  plates^  in  1809.  *'  This  account  is  curious ;  and  fre- 
quently in  opposition  to  that  of  Lord  Macartney's,'*  says  Brunct. 
With  the  travels  of  De  Guignes,  is  associated  the  DkiUmnavre-Fr^u^ 
fOV'Laim  ei  Chinois,  published  in  a  magnificent  folio  volume  at  PaHa 
in  1813 ;  and  composed  from  a  Chinese  Latin  Dictionary  of  Basil  de 
Glemona,  of  which  the  MS.  is  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris.  This 
Dictionary  is  worth  about  5/.  5<.  Sonnbaat's  Voyages  aux  Indet 
Orieniales  et  Ula  Chine.  1774-81,  was  published  in  1782,  4to.  twp 
vols. :  for  a  good  copy  of  which  1  find  Messrs.  Arch  giving  6L  at  the 
sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library.  The  work  contains  (according  to  Pin- 
kerton)  140  plates,  and  two  maps.  For  the.  beauty  of  th6  plates, 
this  edition  is  necessarily  preferable  to  that  of  1806.  Copies  of  the 
first  edition  on  large  paper  (and  Dutch  paper,  into  the  bargain)  are 
rare  and  precious.  One  of  this  sort  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr. 
North,  at  the  sale  of  Colonel  Stanley's  library,  for  2U. 

A  word  only  about  Japan*  He  who  possesses  Scheuchzer's  traoi- 
-lation,  from  the  high  Dutch,  of  the  famous  book  of  Kaempfbr,  pub* 
lished  in  two  folio  volumes,  1728,  (the  i>est  edition,  containing  a 
second  Appendix)  has  a  work  '^  which  (according  to  Pinkerton)  cojo^- 
tinues  to  the  present  day  the  best  account  of  Japan.*'  A  copy  of  it  vis 
worth  4/.  4«.  Consult  Brunet  for  the  French  version  of  1729.  Chtti^ 
levoix's  Htstotre  du  Japon  was  published  in  1736,  4to.  3  vols,  andih 
6  vols.  12mo.  but  the  more  methodised  edition  seems  to  be  that  of 
1754,  ISmo.  in  the  same  number  of  volumes.  .  . , 

;f  I^^euhoflTi  work  appeared  in  Dutch  and  in  French  the 


440  VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS.  [Aagu 

Such  are  the  principal  writers  of  the  countries  here 
alluded  to ;  and  yet^  on  a  retrospect  of  the  few  last 
pages^  I  cannot  but  be  sensible  both  of  omissions  and 
of  imperfect  details.  Considering  the  immense  king- 
doms which  Asia  contains,  and  its  long  and  intimate 
connection  with  £urope,  through  Persia,  by  land,  and 
by  water  across  the  Indian  Ocean, — I  am  free  to  con- 
fess, that  these  pages  might  have  been  filled  with  a 
greater  variety  of  information  :  but  the  nature  of  this 
work  necessarily  forbade  such  an  extended  account. 
The  lover,  however,  of  Rarities,  in  this  department  of 
bibliography,  shall  not  be  driven  to  despair  by  the 
entire  omission  of  all  notices  of  curious  and  uncom- 
mon voyages;  and  possessing  himself  of  Dalrymplk*8 
Collection  of  those  in  the  South  Seas^  let  him  disport 
himself  with  Lithgow^  Laboulayb  de  Goux^  Sto- 
KOVE^  MoNcoNYs,  Navaretti,  and  sundiy  Forages 
of  the  Jesuits.*    And,  if  the  enterprising  traveller 

year^  1665,  folio.  But  the  addition  of  some  pretty  vignettes,  and 
other  cuts,  to  say  nothing  of  the  facility  of  the  language,  give  the 
French  version  a  decided  superiority.  The  narrative,  or  text,  is  at 
once  faithful,  perspicuous,  and  interesting.  The  Dutch  Embassy  to 
China,  of  which  Van  Braam  Houckgeest  is  the  author  of  the  details, 
and  of  which  the  first  volume,  in  4to.  (reprinted  in  two  volumes  8vo. 
was  publisheJ  by  Moreau  de  Saint-Mery,  at  Philadelphia,  in  1797> 
is  a  work,  as  far  as  it  goes,  replete  with  the  most  minute  and  ac- 
curate intelligence.  The  translation,  executed  under  the  eye  of 
Houckgeest  himself,  is  all  that  it  can  be  wished  to  be,  and  M.  de 
St.  Mery*s  notes  are  at  once  apposite  and  intelligent.  Boucher  de  la 
Richarderie,  in  his  Bibl.  des  Voyages,  torn.  v.  p.  2853,  has  given  a 
very  sensible  and  inviting  precis  of  this  precious  work.  But  why  is  it 
not  continued  and  concluded? 

*  Dalrymplc  is  a  great  name,  in  many  respects  ;  and  the  Historical 
Collection  of  Voyages  and  Discoveries  iti  the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean; 
1770,  4to.  2  vols,  (worth  at  any  rate  a  sovereign  a  volume)  may  be 
considered  among  the  very  best  works  tQ  which  that  name  is  attached. 
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have  it  in  contemplation  to  return  to  his  native  conn* 
try,  from  the  farthest  eastern  isles  of  BomeOy  New 
Guinea,  and  New  Holland,  he  will  find  in  the  sab- 
joined  note^  a  few  books  which  will  help  to  delight 

Alexander  Dalrymple  was  eminently  distinguished  as  an  hydrofra.* 
pher ;  and  obtained  the  honourable  post  of  hydrographer  to  tlit 
Admiralty  and  to  the  East-India  Company.  Look  at  Watt's  BibL 
BrUannka,  col.  281,  for  an  almost  countless  list  of  his  publications. 
His  library  (sold  in  1809^  by  King  andLochee)^  was  powerfully  rich 
in  Voyages  and  Travels.  I  remember  him  at  the  sale  of  Isaac 
Reed's  library^  in  1807*  His  yellow  antiquarian  chariot  seemed  to 
be  immoveably  fixed  in  the  street,  just  opposite  the  entrance  door  of 
the  long  passage  leading  to  the  sale  room  of  Messrs.  King  and  Lo* 
ehee,  in  King  street^  Covent  Garden  ;  and  towards  the  bottom  of  the 
table,  in  the  sale  room>  Mr.  Dalrymple  used  to  sit : — a  cane  in  hii 
hand>  his  hat  always  upon  his  head,  a  thin,  slightly  twisted  queue, 
and  silver  hairs  that  hardly  shaded  his  temples . . .  His  biddings  were 
usually  silent — accompanied  by  the  elevation  and  fall  of  his  cane,  or 
by  an  abrupt  nod  of  the  head But  this  is  Biography  and  not 

BiBtlOOBAPHT. 

I  spring,  therefore,  upon  ''  the  Rare  Adventures  and  painful  Pert* 
grmatumt  of  hnuaoW'—fi'om  Scotland,  to  the  most  famous  kingdoms  in 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,"  published  in  1611, 4to.  and  republished  in 
1770,  8vo.  There  is  also  a  4to.  reprint  of  1645.  I  was  going  to 
say  that  Lithgow*s  book  was  as  common  as  a  penny- roll ;  and  so  it 
maybe  ;  but  a  copy  of  the  first  edition  uncut,  and  upon  large  paper 
(O  che  boccone  !)  such  as  Mr.  Evans  sold  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Watson 
Taylor*s  library  for  between  30  and  40  guineas,  is  rarer  than  an  un- 
spotted turquois  of  an  inch  in  circumference.  "  Les  Voyages  et  Ob* 
servations  du  Sieur  Laboulate  db  Govx,  gentilhomme  Angevin,  Paris, 
1657,  4to.  are  acknowledged  to  be  singularly  exact  and  faithful  -,  es- 
pecially in  the  religions  of  India  and  Persia.  A  similar  character 
(according  to  Pinkerton)  attaches  to  the  '•  Voyage  d:  Italic  et  du 
Levant,  of  Messrs.  Fermanel  Baudouin,  de  Launay,  et  Stokove,"  Ac. 
1665,  4to.  Eight  hundred  pages  of  Observations,  "disfigured  by 
much  injudicious  erudition,"  (says  Pinkerton)  were  published  upon 
this  voyage  at  Rouen,  1668,  4to.  The  Sieur  Poullet*8  "  Nouvelles 
Relations  du  Levant,'*  &c.  Paris,  1668,  12mo.  3  vols,  is  a  scarce  work 
and  contains  an  excellent  account,  for  the  time  it  was  published,  of 
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him  in  his  passage  homewards.  The  name  of  Flin- 
ders is  as  inseparably^  as  it  is  gloriously^  connected 
vnth  that  of  Australasia^  or  New  Holland  ;*  while  the 
History  of  Java  (although  necessarily  less  important 
from  its  diminution  of  territory)  has  found,  in  the  per- 
formance of  Sir  Stamford  Raffles3  an  historian 
worthy  of  the  task  he  has  undertaken.  This  work 
was  published  in  181 7^  in  2  quarto  volumes^  and  is 
worth  about  6/.  Qs. 

the  Turkish  Empire  in  Asia,  as  well  as  of  Geoi^a  and  Persia.  Tha 
accuracy  of  Poullet  was  established  by  the  couBrmation  of  Chardiou 

The  VoTAOBs  OF  thb  Jesuits  are  ianumerable.  Of  all  religioos 
lealots^  they  were  at  once  the  most  accomplished  and  indeftttigable* 
and  I  think  it  must  be  granted,  (putting  the  desperately  foolish  main 
object  of  their  reUg'um  out  of  the  qi^estion)  that  the  fruits  of  their 
discoveries  have  been  highly  amusing  and  instructive.  Setting  apart 
the  "  Lettres  Edifianies  ei  Curieuies,**  let  us  only  pause,  and  ponder 
on  the  fact— that,  they  have  given  two  quarto  tomes  to  the  world, 
of  their  Voyage  de  Siiim,  alone — (1668,  4to.  2  vols.)  and  that  not 
less  than  three  pounds  were  paid  for  these  Jesuitical  volumes,  at  the 
sale  of  Dr.  Ueath*s  library.  And  whoever  chances  to  alight  upon 
Father  Ricci,  Chinese  Narratives,  1617>  4to.  republished  under  the 
title  of  *'  Voyage  de$  PP,  Jesuites  en  Chine,*'  1617,  8vo.  will  see 
how  dexterously  and  efficiently  the  several  objects  of  the  traveller's 
undertaking  were  accomplished.  Mr.  Pinkerton  strikes  a  high  note 
in  praise  thereof :  vol.  xvii.  p.  149 :  and  I  request  the  curious  to 
peruse  the  half  dozen  pages  of  an  account  of  similar  voyages  which 
follow  in  Pinkerton.  Further,  I  entreat  Mr.  D'Israeli,  who  is  just 
now  so  wrapt  up  in  the  perusal  of  a  description  of  the  East,  by  a 
living  Jesuit,  of  the  name  of  the  Abbe  Dubois,*  (a  description, 
which  he  considers  as  most  curious  and  instructive)  to  give  us,  in 
some  future  edition  of  his  '*  Cubiositiks,'*  old  or  new — a  com- 
pressed account — a  distillation  or  extraction— of  the  pith  Juice,  mar- 
row, and  muscles,  of  these  said  Jesuitical  voyages. 

*  Stopping  one  moment  to  recommend  the  curious,  and  still  inte- 
resting account  of  Ceylon,  in  the  pages  of  old  Robert  Knox,  Lond. 


*  AboQt  four  or  five  years  a^,  the  Abb^  Dubois  published  a  quarto  volume  re- 
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Or^  should  the  same  trayeller  wish  to  return  home* 
wards  by  land,  through  Turkey,  Italy,  and  Germany, 
he  will  find  a  host  of  mute,  but  not  of  ineloquent  com* 
panions,  pointed  out  for  his  choice,  in  the  bibliograpbi- 

1681,  folio^  with  cuts,  (1/.  lOs.)  and  the  latest  accounts  extant  of  the 
same  Country,  published  in  1807,  in  2  vols.  4to.  by  the  Rev,  J.  Cor* 
dmer,  (for  a  critique  on  which,  or  rather  for  an  excellent  account  of 
the  lea<Hng  features  connected  with  Ceylon^  consult  the  Quarterhf 
Review,  vol.  xiv.  p.  2  —  38,)  and  not  to  forget  Dr.  Davy's  valuable 
account  of  the  same  country,  in  1822,  4to.  3L  \Ss.  6d.  I  come,  at 
ODCe,  to  the  important  publication,  relating  to  New  Holland,  by  Cap- 
tain Matthew  Flindsss,  under  the  title  of  *'  A  Voyage  to  Terra 
Auatralis,  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  Discovery  of 
thai  vast  Country,  and  prosecuted  in  the  Years  1801,  2,  and  3,  in  his 
Mqfesty's  ship  the  Investigator  , — and  subsequently  in  the  armed  vessei 
Porpoise,  and  Cumberland  Schooner,  &c.  Lond.  1814,  4to.  two  vols, 
with  an  Atlas  of  plates.  The  text^  in  two  large  quarto  volumes,  ia 
enriched  with  several  sea  views )  and  the  Atlas  volume  contains 
twenty  very  lai^e  charts  and  head  lands,  most  accurately  laid  down 
by  Captain  Flinders,  with  references  to  the  descriptions  and  tables  of 
longitude  in  the  books.  This  Atlas  volume  also  contains  ten  large 
plates^  r^resenting  the  forms  of  rare  and  non-descript  plants,  found 
by  Mr.  Brown,  formerly  librarian  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  now  Se* 
cretary  to  the  Linnaean  Society,  t     The  intrinsic  worth  of  these 


UtiTe  to  the  present  ttate,  manners,  and  religion  of  the  Hindoos,  It  has  been 
recently  followed,  by  an  octavo  volume  upon  the  Establishment  of  Christianity  in 
Indish-^-or,  rather,  upon  the  utter  hopelessness  of  its  successful  estahlishment. 
Both  books  are  very  curious.  -  Messrs.  Longman  and  Co.  are  the  publishers. 

X  The  voyage  of  Captain  Flinders  was  attended  by  singular  circumstances.  The 
In»ettigator,  from  the  Commander's  perpetual  perseverance  in  his  dangerous  pur- 
suits, for  such  a  length  of  time,  became  unfit  for  further  service  :  but  rather  than 
leave  his  survey  unfinished.  Captain  Flinders  put  himself  on  board  a  small  vessel 
at  Port  Jackson,  called  the  Porpoise,  attended  by  the  Cumberland  sloop,  to  pursue 
his  Discoveries ;  but  the  Porpoise  was  unfortunately  soon  after  cast  away  on  a 
coral  rief.  He  then  betook  himself  to  the  Cumberland  sloop,  where,  after  8iir« 
veying  Torres'  Straits,  he  sailed  for  the  Mauritius,  not  then  knowing  that  France 
was  at  war  with  England.  There,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  then  French  Government, 
he  was  kept  a  prisoner  for  six  years  and  a  haJf:  though  all  other  nations,  whether 
in  war  or  peace,  constantly  favour  navigators,  engaged  in  Geographical  Discove- 
ries. 

It  is  bdeed  true,  that  France,  at  that  time,  was  governed  by  Buonaparte,  who 
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cal  lists  of  Pinkerton.  and  Bninet*  Tbe  contents  of  a 
few  of  these  are  briefly  detailed  by  Boucher  de  la  Ri- 
charderie.  I  cannot  help  however^  here,  particularising 
Fyp^es  Moryson  :  a  gossiping,  but  veracious  and  in- 
structive old  gentleman  in  his  way.^f-  And  yet  how  in* 

truly  scientific  Tolumes  must  not  be  measured  by  their  pecuniaiy 
value  $  for  I  have  known  a  well  bound  copy^  in  calf>  sell  for  only 
&t  Ids.  6d. 

*  Among  the  more  curious  works  upon  Turkst,  *'  Let  Namga* 
tions,  Peregrinations,  et  Voyages  de  Nicolas  Nicolay,**  must  not  be 
forgotten.  It  was  first  published  at  Antwerp,  in  1576,  4to.  and  I 
find  Mr.  Roger  Wilbraham  (particularly  distinguished  for  his  tact  in 
books  of  this  dasS;  as  well  indeed  as  in  almost  every  other)  giving 
4L  Its.  for  a  copy,  bound  in  russia,  at  the  sale  of  the  Stanley  library. 
Anotiier  copy  of  the  work  printed  in  the  following  year,  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Triphook,  for  4/.  5s.  It  was  translated  into  the  Ita* 
lian  language,  and  published  at  Venice,  in  1 580,  folio  j  of  which  a 
fine  copy^  in  blue  morocco  binding,  is  in  the  Althorp  library.  The 
figures,  with  which  this  volume  is  plentifully  enriched,  are  engraved  on 
wood,  and  considered  to  be  from  the  designs  of  Titian :  but  I  should 
rather  say,  from  those  of  one  of  his  pupils.  The  group,  however^  at 
page  154,  is  not  unworthy  the  hand  of  the  master.  The  four  figures 
of  different  Religious  orders  are  very  curious,  and  in  part  horrifying. 
And  here,  ere  I  (juit  Turkey,  let  me  strongly  recommend  RycauVs 
improved  edition  of  Knolles^s  History  of  the  Turks,  Lond.  1687,  folio, 
3  vols. :  of  which  a  copy  was  sold  at  Dr.  Heath's  sale  for  61.  lOi. 
Mr.  Murray  of  Albemarle- street  revels  in  the  possession  of  the  La- 
moignon  copy,  in  blue  morocco.  What  fierce  looking  fellows  do 
the  PORTRAITS  make  the  originals  to  have  been  !f 

t  "  Gossiping**  as  he  is,  there  are  other  qualities  which  ehdear 


would  attend  to  no  application  from  our  Goyemment.  He  did,  howeYer,atteDd  to 
an  application  of  that  patron  of  all  science.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  and  replied,  "  lie 
conid  refuse  him  nothing,"— but  he  did  not  keep  his  word.  It  would  have  been  a 
happy  instance  of  rare  retribution,  if  Captain  Flinders  had  Hired,  to  hare  seen  this 
Httle  savage  himself  a  prisoner  in  one  of  our  Islands.  His  orphan  family  have  bad 
that  pleasure,  some  small  satisfaction  for  the  losses  they  have  sustained  by  their, 
father's  long  imprisonment,  and  the  consequent  injury  hb  circumstances  sustiuned^ 
t  When  speaking  of  the  Portraits  of  the  Ottoman  Emperors,  I  mast  not  omit 
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terminable  is  haman  knowledge^  even  confined  to  on^ 
remote  portioa  of  the  globe!  .  .  .     The  preceding 

Fy|(EB  M0RY8ON  to  the  dispassionate  and  moral  reader.  His  deli* 
cacy  and  purity  are  equal  to  his  love  of  truth  j  and  if  subjects,  or  ob<A 
jects^  are  sometimes  painted  ^'  to  the  life/*  it  is  rather  from  a  desire 
to  hold  up  vice  to  horror,  than  to  enflame  the  passions  by  aggrava* 
ting  minuteness  of  colouring.  But  Moryson  shall  here  speak  a  little 
for  himself.  His  work  was  first  written  in  the  Latin^  and  then 
translated  by  him  into  English.  It  contains  "  Ten  years  traveU 
through  the  Twelue  Dominions  of  Germany,  Bohmerland,  Switzerland^ 
Netherland,  Denmarke,  Poland,  Italy,  Turky,  France,  England,  Scot* 
land,  and  Ireland,**  and  was  published,  in  rather  an  unseemly  folio 
volume,  in  1617 :  in  which  volume,  the  account  of  Ireland  alone,  up 
to  the  year  1613^  contains  not  fewer  than  300  pages. 

In  this  account,  I  consider  the  description  of  the  character  and 
person  of  Lord  Mountjoy,  (part  ii.  p.  45-8)  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  as  among  the  most  minutely  curious  and  highly  interesting 
specimens  of  its  kind  extant.  It  is  a  piece  of  Gerard  Dow  finishing, 
in  its  way  :  by  which  I  wish  it  to  be  inferred,  that  its  brilliancy  is 
equal  to  its  elaboration.  "  The  Opinions  and  Proverbal  Speeches  of 
Nations,**  in  chap.  3.  Book  I.  Part  iii.  is  a  very  curious  chapter. 
Premising,  that  I  am  indebted  for  my  knowledge  of  this  work  to  a 
hint  thrown  out  by  my  friend  Mr.  Francis  Falgrave,  to  register  it 
among  the  more  valuable  books  of  travels — and  to  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  a  copy  of  it  at  Althorp,  belonging  to  the  late  Dainea 
Barrington,  and  tolerably  well  scored  and  marked  by  the  pen  of  that 
able  antiquary — I  send  the  reader  to  the  subjoined  note}  for  a  more 


the  notice  of  the  very  superb  work,  published  a  few  years  since,  by  Mr.  John 
Young,  entitled :  "  ^  Series  0/ Portraits  qftke  Emperors  of  Turkey,  from  tkcfouf^ 
dutionofthe  Monarchy  to  the  year  \^lb,  engraved  from  Picturts  painted  at  Constatii* 
tinopU,  commenced  under  the  auspices  qf  SeUm  IJL,  and  completed  by  command  ^ 
Sultan  MahmoudJL  t  with  a  biographical  account  of  each  oftht  Emperors*** 

I  I  will  first  give  a  notion  of  Moryson's  sketches  oi  foreign  parts.  Whea  at 
Drbsden,  he  thos  narrates :  "  The  horses  are  all  of  foreign  covntries,  for  there  is 
another  stable  for  Dutch  horses,  and  among  these  chief  horses,  one  named  Michad 
Schat*  (that  Is,  Michael  the  Treaswre)  was  said  to  be  of  wonderful  swiftness.  Befoia 
each  horse's  nose  was  a  glasse  window,  vilh  t  curtain  of  green  cloth  to  be  drawn 
at  pleasure.  Each  horse  was  covered  with  a  red  mantle.  The  rack  was  of  iron : 
the  manger  of  copper  I  at  the  buttock  of  each  horse  was  a  pillar  of  wood,  whi^ 
had  a  brazen  shield,  where,  by  the  turning  of  a  p^,  he  waswatcred :  and  in  tins 
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pages  had  been  hardly  completed  for  press^  when  acci^ 
dent  placed  in  my  hands  the  '^  Catalogue  of  Boohs  in 

intimate  aoquaintaiioe  with  its  conttDtSj  and^  as  I  trost.  for  a  jostifl- 
catioii  of  my  own  partiality  towards  it.    Yet«  a  word  about  ita  prieaii 

I^llar  wia  a  cnpboard  to  lay  up  the  hone's  combe  and  like  necenaries,  and  abore 
the  back  of  each  hone  hang  hif  bridle  and  laddley  lo  aa  the  honea  might  aa  it  were 
in  a  moment  be  farniBhed."   Germany,  part  i«  p.  10. 

At  Fbiburo,  he  laysy  *'  The  Citizena  lire  of  .these  Mines,  and  grow  rich  thereby, 
whereof  the  Elector  hath  his  proper  part,  and  useth  to  buy  the  parts  of  the  Citizens. 
The  workmen  use  burning  lamps  under  the  earth  both  day  or  night,  and  use  to 
work  as  well  by  night  as  by  day  :  and  they  report,  that  conung  near  the  purest 
reins  of  silrer,  they  are  often  troubled  with  evil  spiRrrs."  Part  i.  p.  11. 

And  when  at  Pkagve,  he  gives  the  following  facetious  anecdote :— *'  I  did  here 
eat  English  oysten  pickled,  and  a  young  Bohemian  coming  in  by  chance,  and  tast- 
ing them,  but  not  knowing  the  price,  desired  the  Merchant  to  give  Um  a  dish  at 
his  charge,  which  contained  some  twenty  oysters — and  finding  them  very  savoury, 
he  called  for  Jive  dishes,  on^after  another,  for  which  the  Merchant  demanded  and 
hadofhim/Stvtfolfarf;  the  dearness  no  less  displeasing  his  mind  than  the  meat  had 
pleased  his  palate."   Part  i.  p.  15. 

But  the  most  interesting  to  an  Englishman,  b  what  he  observes  respecting  the 
character  of  our  countrymen  towards  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  :  —"  And 
give  me  leave  to  hold  this  paradox,  or  opinion,  against  that  of  the  common  sort ; 
that  the  English  were  never  more  idle,  never  more  ignonnt  in  manuall  arte,  never 
more  factious  in  following  the  parties  of  Princes  or  their  Landlords,  never  more 
base  (as  I  may  say)  trencher  slaves,  than  in  that  age  wherein  great  men  kept  open 
HOUSES  for  an  commen  and  goen.  And  that  in  our  age,  wherein  we  have  better 
learned  each  man  to  Hue  of  his  own,  and  great  men  keep  not  such  troopes  of  idle 
servants,  not  only  the  English  are  become  very  industrious,  and  skilfull  in  manuall 
Arts,  but  also  the  tyranny  of  Lords  and  Genticmen  is  abated,  whereby  they  nou- 
rished private  dissensions  and  civill  warres,  witii  the  destruction  of  the  common 
people.  Neither  am  I  moued  with  the  vulgar  opinion,  prrferring  old  timet  to  ours, 
because  it  is  apparent  that  the  cloysten  of  Monks  (who  spoiled  all,  that  they  might 
be  beneficial!  to  few)  an  j^Gentiemen's  houses  (who  nourished  a  rabble  of  servants 
in  idleness,  and  in  robbing  by  the  high  waies)  lying  open  to  all  idle  people  for 
meate  and  drinke,  were  cause  of  greater  ill  than  good  to  the  Commonwealth.  Yet 
I  would  not  be  so  vndentood,  as  If  I  would  have  the  poore  shut  out  of  dores,  for  I 
ratiier  desire  that  greater  works  of  charitee  should  be  exercised  towards  them ;  to 
which  we  should  be  more  enabled  by  honest  frugalitie,  then  by  foolish  pro^galides. 
I  can  it  foolish,  and  think  the  vulgar  sort  of  prodigals  worthy  of  all  ignominy,  who, 
with  huge  expences,  keepe  many  kenneU  of  dogs,  and  cMsts  o/kawkes,vad  entertain 
great  numbers  of  strangers,  sometimes  not  known  by  name,  often  scolftng  at  tlie  en- 
tertainer, always  ingntefull,''  &c.    Part  ili.  p.  113. 

Again :  **  TheEngnsh  are  so  naturally  IncQned  to  pleasure,  as  there  is  no  Coon- 
trie  wherein  the  Gentiemen  and  Lords  have  so  many  and  large  parka  onely  r#- 
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Oriental  LiTJBRATU RE,  and  of  Miscellaneaus  fVorM 
connected  with  India/'  —  contaiDing  thirty-eight 
small  pages  of  closely  printed  matter — which  has  been 
recently  put  forth  by  Messrs.  Kingsbury,  P&rbury,  and 
Allen.  To  the  truly  enthusiastic  after  Oriental  Re- 
searches, this  Catalogue  will  be  useful,  inasmuch  as 

Mr.  Thorpe  {CaL  1823,  parti,  n^  353,)  marks  a  ''very  fine  laigc 
copy**  at  4/.  45. :  and  the  octavo  reprint,  1735,  in  two  vols,  (but  can 
it  contain  all  ?)  may  be  worth  I  /.  \s. 


senred  for  the  pleasure  of  hunting,  or  where  all  sorts  of  men  allot  so  much  ground 
about  their  houses  for  pleasure  of  Orchaxds  and  Gardens.  The  very  grates,  espe- 
cially towards  the  South  and  West,  are  of  a  pleasant  taste,  and  I  have  said  that  in 
some  counties,  as  in  Gloucester8hire,-they  made  wine  of  old,  which  no  doubt  many 
parts  would  yield  at  this  day,  but  that  the  inhabitants  forbear  to  plant  vines,  as  well 
because  they  are  served  plentifully,  and  at  a  good  rate,  with  French  vines,  as  for 
that  the  hills,  most  fit  to  bare  grapes,  yeeld  more  commoditic  by  feeding  of  sheep« 
and  cattcU."    Part  iii.  p.  147. 

Once  more  only— where  Moryson  speaks  of  the  Apparel  of  the  English  : 
"  Gentlewomen  virgins  weare  gownes  close  to  the  body,  and  aprons  of  fine  linnen, 
and  goe  bareheaded,  with  their  haire  curiously  knotted,  and  raised  at  the  fore- 
head, but  many,  against  the  cold,  (as  they  say)  weare  caps  of  haire  that  is  not  their 
own,  decking  their  heads  with  buttons  of  gold,  pearls,  and  flowers  of  silk,  or  knots 
of  ribben.  They  weare  fine  linen,  and  commonly  falling  bands,  and  often  ruflb, 
both  starched,  and  chains  of  pearl  about  the  neck,  with  their  breasts  naked.  The 
graver  sort  of  married  women  used  to  cover  their  heads  with  a  French-hood  of 
velvet,  set  with  a  border  of  gold  buttons  and  pearls  t  but  tlus  fashion  is  now  left, 
and  they  most  commonly  wear  a  coyffe  of  linen,  and  a  little  hat  of  beaver  or  felt, 
with  their  hair  somewhat  raised  at  the  forehead.  Young  married  gentlewomen 
sometimes  go  bare  headed,  as  virg^,  decking  their  hair  with  jewels  and  silk  rib» 
bens,  but  more  commonly  they  use  the  foresaid  linnen  coyffe  and  hats.  All  in 
general  weare  gowns  hanging  loose  at  the  backe,  with  a  kirtlc  and  close  upper 
body  of  silke  or  light  stuffe,  but  have  lately  left  the  French  sleeves  borne  out  with 
boopes  of  whalebone,  and  the  young  married  gentlewomen,  no  less  than  the  virgins, 
shew  thdr  breasts  naked." 

A  curious  anecdote  is  related  of  the  great  ages  of  several  old  men  and  women 
who  joined  in  a  morris  dance  to  please  King  James  : — ^^  The  men  of  Hertfordshire 
can  witness  that  such  examples  [longevity]  are  not  rare  in  England ;  when,  in  the 
reign  of  King  James,  they  made  a  morris  dancb  of  fifteen  persons,  all  bom  in  the 
same  country,  or  within  the  compass  of  twenty-four  miles,  who  made  1500  yean 
between  them^  some  being  little  less  than  100  years  old^and  some  far  passing  that 
age."    Part  iii.  p.  43.  "  Sed  ohe,  jam  satis." 
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the  list  of  books  is  very  copious^  and  it  will  furnish 
them  with  a  knowledge  of  the  prices  of  the  several 
articles  or  publications  introduced  .*.... 

But  the  shores  of  Africa  are  in  sight .  . .  The  gale 
is  propitious :  and  there  is  excellent  anchorage  for  the 
vessel.  Let  us  land^  and  liave  a  bibliographical 
ramble  thereupon. 
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